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PREFACE. 


WHETHER  we  survey  the  events  ef  the  past  year, 
•r  look  forward  to  the  prospect  now  before  us,  we  have  equal 
cause  for  encouragement  and  gratitude.  The  long-desired  Peace 
has  been  fully  ratijied,^^the  Cries  of  the  Poor  nurc  fully  heard, 
—  and  the  leaf  has  been  crowned  with  divine  goodness. 

The  political  world  exhibits  a  scene  like  that  of  the  ocean 
qalmed  afttr  a  most  tremendous  tempest.  While  some  of  the  States 
ef  Europe  are  collecting  and  dividing  among  themselves  the 
scattered  wrecks  of  empire!, — others  are  beginning,  assiduously,  tQ 
cultivate  the  arts  of  Peace,  in  order  to  recruit  their  exhausted 
strength,  France,  leaning  on  her  inverted  spear,  turns  afavour^ 
able  eye  towards  the  Protestant  Religion ;  and  we  have  reason 
to  believe^  she  will  not  be  displeased  at  any  attempts  which  may 
be  made  for  its  increase,  Britain,  by  her  late  happy  union  with 
her  sister-country,  opens  an  extensive  f  eld  for  the  preaching  of 
the  Gospel  in  Ireland ;  where  the  language  of  both  Ministers 
^nd  People  is  like  that  of  the  Men  of  Macedonia  to  St.  Paul : 
•*  CoTne  over  and  help  us. 

Among  the  Blessings  of  Peace,  with  which  *we  have  been  so 
mercifully  favoured,  a  more  easy  intercourse  with  the  other 
eountries  of  Europe,  and  of  the  world,  may  be  not  the  least. 
Jt  was  thus  that  the  Lord  prepared  the  way  for  the  Propagation 
of'  his  Gospel  in  thefrst  ages.  The  Temple  of  Jafius  was  shut 
tch^n  the  great  Messiah  came ;  and  while  the  world  was  hushed 
in  Peace,  tite  Gospel  ran  and  was  glorified,  even  where  the  Roman 
arms,  or  perhaps  the  Roman  name,  had  never  penetrated.  The 
Lord's  hand  is  not  shortened  ;  and  we  are,  at  leasts  encouraged  t<f 
pray  andjtopc  that  scenes,  in  some  respects  like  these,  may  be  re^ 
nezixd ;  that  the  Gospel  may  be  again  clothed  in  its  ancient 
purity  and  splendor,  and  spread  from  country  to  country, 
till  **  the  knowledge  of  t/ie  Lord  shall  cover  the  earth  as  tiio- 
waters  do  the  sea," 

Among  the  means  of  propagating  divine  truths  we  rejoice 
in  the  Commencement  ana  hicrease  of  Religious  Magazines, 
in  various  parts  of  Germany ;  and  we  hope  that  similar  Pub-- 
lications  will  soon  obtain  in  France  and  other  countries. 
Tlie  establishment  of  Peace  will  enable  us  to  procure  an  early 
transmission  of  these  works ;  and  we,  shall  be  happy  to  enrich 
eur  own  Publication  with  whatever  may  appear  of  peculiar  it^ 
XU  B 
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PREFACE. 

UreBt  to  our  Readers  :  and,  to  provide  room  for  this  additional 
matter,  zve  have  commenced  the  present  volume  with  a  page  consi- 
derably  enlarged. 

Early  in  this  volume  (which,  for  the  accommodation  of  new 
Subscribers,  will  be  kept  perfectly  distinct  from  the  preceding,  so 
that  it  ftiay  be  considered  as  a  new  and  improved  series)  we 
propose  to  lay  before  our  Readers,  a  revieio  of  the  Present  State 
ofMeli^on  and  Religious  Literature  in  the  various  parts  of  Eu" 
rope,  with  tlie  exertions  now  making  among  various  detiominations 
for  the  support  and  enlargement  of' the  Redeemer's  kingdom :  and 
in  this  design,  as  indeed  in  every  part  of  our  woVk,  we  shall  be 
happy  to  receive  the  assistance  of  our  Correspondents,  and  parti- 
cularly of  those  tried  and  faithful  friends  on  whose  aid  we  can 
always  rely,  and  whose  fornur  favours  merit,  not  only  annually, 
but  at  qtll  times,  our  gratitude  and  acknowledgments. 

It  gives  us  much  pleasure  to  refect  to  how  many  useful  an^ 
benevolent  institutions  the  Evangelical  Magaziise  has,  since 
^ts  commencement,  given  rise,  encouragement,  and  notoriety.  The 
various  means  of  doing  good  are  not  exhausted.  The  ''  liberal  will 
still  devise  liberal  things ;"  and  the  real  friends  of  Christ  will 
not  soon  be  "  weary  in  zcell'doing"  Plans  of  this  nature  are  in 
embryo,  which  we  shall  be  happy,  in  due  time,  to  lay  before  our 
Readers.  'Those  who  recollect  what  the  divine  Redeemer  ha% 
done  for  them,  will  7itver  think  they  can  do  too  muck  for  him. 

We  must  not  conchidt  our  Preface  without  acknowledging, 
the  divine  goodness  and  assistance  i'^^" Hitherto  hath  the  Lord 
helped  us  /"  Jnd,  wMle  we  remember  that  not  only  many  noble 
plans  and  merciful  institutions  have  originated  from  suggestions 
in  our  work ;  but  that  we  have  also  hern  enabled,  from  its  j>rofit», 
to  distribute  some  thousands  among  the  Widow8  of  the  Lord's 
Ministers,  and  others,  —  and  hope,  by  an  incrrasing  circulation, 
tQ  do  still  njtore ;  —  we  cannot  kelp  exclaiming,  with  the  royal 
Mnd  venerable  Psalmist,  "  AW  therefore,  our  God,  we  thank  tnee, 
4nd praise  thy  glorious  name !  —  but  who  are  we,  that  rcjc  should 
hi  able  to  offer  so  willingly  after  this  sort !  for  all  things  are  of 
thee  i  and  ^  thine  own  have  we  given  thee  r 
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I  BIOGRAPHY. 

i  MEMOIR  OF  THE  LIFE  OF 

^  THE  REVEREiND  THOMAS  RABAN, 

i  1PASTOR  OF  TBE  INDEPENDENT  CHURCH    ^T  YARDLET    HAST-' 
I  INGS^  IN   NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 


\        'nnO  give  ian  impartial  delineation  of  the  character  of  a  de- 
!  ^    parted  saint,  IS  a  difficult  task;  personal  regard,  is  apt  ta 

■  warp  the  judgment  and  misguide  the' pen.  However,  it  was 
the  avowed  opinion  of  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  that  the 
scriptural  mode  of  describing  human  character,  detailirfg  faults 
as  well  as  excellencies,  ought  to  be  closely  adhered  to.  An  at- 
tention, therefore,  to  this  principle,  is  the  design  of  his  bio- 
grapher. 

Mr.  Raban  was  born  at  Tur\'cy,  in  the  county  of  Bedford,  in 
'         the  year  17-34.     He  was  the  youngest  son  of  parents  in  mid- 
dling circumstances  of  life ;  whose  character  and  <lying  6xpe- 
j  rience  seemed  to  testify  (though  not  favoured  with  an  evange- 

'  lical  ministry)  tliey  were  no  strangers  to  the  spirit  and  influence 

of  the;  Gospel.  His  grandfather  came  from  the  Isle  of  Wight 
into  Bedfoixlsliire;  and  Mr.  Rabau  had  good  reasoiv.  to  believe 
he  was  a  French  protestant  reftigee,  and  banished  from  France 
by  the  cruel  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantz.  Mr.  Raban  ever 
•  expressed  the  warmest  jjratitude  to  his  parents.,  particularly  to- 
wards his  mother,  for  having  early  taught  him  to  read  aird  re- 
verence the /Scriptures.  To  this  circumstance  is  attributed  (what 
his  friends  so  much,  admired)  the  singular  aptitude  he  possessed 
of  quoting  Scripture,  in  the  most  pertinept  manner,  in  private 
and  public  discourse.— Let  parents  profit  by  this  instance  of  ma- 
ternal piety. 

Under  the  instruction  of  a  clergyman,  he  became  a  ready  ac- 
couutant ;  and,  at  a  suitable  time,  he  was  put  apprentice  to  a 
carpenter  and  builder  ia  Olney.     At  this  period,  the  year  17484 

Bi 
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the  Gospel  began  to  be  preac'ied  in  Olney  church,  Mr.  MbseJ 
Browne,  author  of  Sunday  Thoughts,  behig  inducted  to  the  Hv- 
ing ;  and,  through  an  indulgent  Providence,  it  has  continued 
there  ever  r.incc.  Mr.  llaban  attended  Mr.  Browne's  n^inistry, 
as  jvell  as  that  of  other  ministers ;  and  often  became  the  subject 
of  serious  impressions.  By  this  means  he  was  restrained  from 
many  youthful  propensities  ;  yet  he  had  attained  his  nineteenth 
year  before  the  Lord  eflcctually  convinced  him  of  the  evil  of  »in, 
and  the  way  of  deliverance  therefrom,  H  is  sorrow  for  his  trans- 
gressions was  now  very  great ;  sometimes  he  was  nearly  driven 
to  despair ;  and  once  he  felt  a  strong  temptation  to  commit  syi- 
eidc.  Yet  the  Lord  graciously  preservea  him  in  the  dark  and 
cloudy  day,  and  brought  him  into  the  marvellous  light  of  the 
Gospd.  He  felt,  and  joyfully  acknowledged,  the  power  of  con- 
verting grace..  Before  this,  he  had  occasionally  heard  ~Mr. 
Whitcfield,  with  deep  conviction  of  soul ;  but  dow  he  could  enjoy 
much  pleasure  in  hearing  him  as  often  as  it  lay  in  his  power; 
and  to  his  dying  day  retained  a  savour  of  the  truths  which  that 
eminent  servant  of  Christ  delivered.  Speaking  of  Mr.  White- 
field,  he  would  say, '  I  once  had  the  honour  of  having  him  hang 
on  my  arm;  and  to  be  sure  1  thought  myself  the  happiest  of 
men  !  And  at  another  time  I  attended  him  as  a  guide  to  a  village, 
where  he  was  going  to  preach,  to  my  unspeakable  gratification  !* 
Me  sometimes,  also,  attended  Mr.  Hervey's  ministry ;  and  he 
would  speak  of  his  sermons  with  renewed  satisfaction  and  de- 
light, to  the  end  of  his  life.  However,  he  became  the  stated 
hearer  and  aflcctionate  friend  of  Mr.  Browne,  and  joined  in 
comipunion  with  the  church. 

Commencing  busi\ies.s  for  himself,  Mr.  Raban  contracted  an 
acquaintance  with  an  ugrocable  and  pious  young  woman  of  Ol- 
ney, to  whom  he  was  married  in  the  year  17(iO.  By  her  he  had 
ten  children,  eight  of  whom,  with  Mrs.  Raban,  survive,  to  la- 
inent  their  loss.  In  domestic  life,  there  was  much  to  admire^ 
and  but  little  to  censure,  in  his  conduct.  He  was  an  affectionate 
husband,  an  indulgent  parent,  and  a  good  master.  His  tem- 
per, however,  was  natuially  warm,  ana  sometimes  impetuous. 
But  the  rectitude  of  his  principles,  the  general  mildness  of  hia 
spirit,  his  willingncsk  to  be  convinced,  his  readiness  to  forgive, 
or  to  ask  forgiveness,  more  than  compensated  the  occasional  ir- 
regularity of  his  temixT.  In  discharging  tlie  duties  that  de- 
I'olved  upon  him, he  uniformly  acted  on  the  maxims  of  the 
CiOfpeL  He  had  a  quick  perception  of  what  was  proper  to  be 
done ;  and  then  he  tenaciously  persevered  in  his  principles  and 
concUu't.  He  wns  ever  desirous  of  prciierving  family  order  and 
deconim  in  the  worshi[)  of  God,  and  mourned  over  any  casual 
inteiTuptions  in  tliese  exercises.  His  private  devotiooS'  were 
often  very  sweet  to  his  soul  ;  though,  perhaps,  in  general,  he 
Enjoyed  most  commumon  with  God  in  spiritual  ejucula:ions» 
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On  this  point  he  gratefully  acknowledi^ed,  thut  when,  throui;h 
the  pressing  calls  of  family  or  workily  coiiccnis,  he  coul«l  not 
command  the  time  he  wished,  he  felt  great  netirness  to  (jod, 
and  a  sweet  sen^e  of  his  presence.  Though  his  head  and  luuuU 
were  employed  in  the  things  of  Earth,  iiis  heart  was  in  Ilcavcii, 
his  trehsure  being  thtre  also.  This  by  no  means  countenances 
the  lukewarm  spirit  of  too  many  professors,  who  arc  neghgent  of 
secret  prayer,  and  of  course  are  careless  in  the  pcrtbrmance  of 
family  duty;  it  only  seems  to  favour  omissions  in  certain  rx- 
trenie  cases,  theproprif^y  of  which  may  be  known  by  the  fram^ 
of  mind  that  is  then  indulged,  Mr.  Haban's  knowledge  of 
Scripture,  and  acquaintance  with  the  works  of  judicious  Divines, 
made  him  io  early  life  a  solid  Christian  ;  and  though  he  calltd 
no  man  father  upon  earthy  having  learnt  his  creed  from  an  infall* 
ible  guide,  he  was  a  Calvinist  in  youth;  and  such  he  continued 
to  be  to  the  end  of  life. 

Through  many  temporal  engagements,  Mr.  Raban  was  often 
led  into  company,  in  which,  at  certain  periods  of  life,  his  very 
sociable  and  concihating  disposition  proved  ix  snare  to  him. 
This,  in  some  instances,  exposed  him  to  the  pity  or  censure  of 
friends.  Yet,  when  they  did  not  misunderstand  his  motives, 
their  advice  and  reproof  was  sure  to  draw  forth  the  most  atten- 
tive regard.  As  a  proof  of  this,  a  pastoral  letter,  written  to  hiui 
in  the  year  1767,  was  retained  by  him  till  death.  Indeed,  in 
cases  where  his  friends  were  mistaken,  such  was  his  deference 
to  their  fidehtt  ,that  he  contented  himself  with  pointing  out 
their  mistakes,  and  left  their  dniiD  ad  versions  for  a  survivor  to 
destroy. 

About  the  year  1778,  a  new  scene  opened  before  him  :-— 
Through  the  solicitation  of  others,  and  in  conjunction  ^with  an 
intimate  friend,  he  began  to  exhort  at  pray^-meetings,  at- 
tended by  members  of  the  establishment.  They  persevered  in 
the  practice  some  time,  solely  with  a  view  of  being  serviceable 
to  their  fellow-Christians  in  that  neighbourhood  ;  though  the 
Lord,  by  this  step,  was  preparing  them  for  spheres  of  us<'ful- 
ness  in  another  direction  ;  and  the  great  Bishop  of  Souls  *t>on 
found  employment  for  both  of  them*.  The  gifts  of  Mr.  Rahan, 
for  prayer  and  public  exhortation,  were  acknowledgt^d  to  be 
profitable,  and  were  gratefully  remembered  by  many,  some  of 
whom  survive  him.  The  congregation  at  Yardlcy,  bainz;  des- 
titute of  a  minister,  requested  his  assistance.  Acconhng  to 
their  wishes,  he,  with  others,  occasionally  preached  to  them  ; 
and  his  labours  proving  acceptable,  he  received  a  call ;  and  was 
ordained  in  the  year  1783.  From  this  time  i^e  was  much  de-^ 
voted  to  the, spiritual  interests  of  hi*  congregation.     iJc  ua* 

*  Mr.  Rabaii's  friend,  Mr.  Perry,  received  an  invitaticn  frjjn  a  con- 
gregation at  Woilastone,  a  fe;v  miles  tVom  Y:trdley.  iJc  btciuxti  ihcj" 
minigtcr;  and  lived  with  growing  Ui^efulneis  to  the  luiic. 
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disinterested,  laborious,  and  faithful  in  serving  them.  Having 
a  numerous  family,  he  continued  at  Oiney,  following  his^  occu- 
pation. This  enabled  him  to  serve  his  flock  with  scarcely  any 
reward,  hut  their  affections  and  prayers.  lie  used  to  say,  ''I 
roust  look  for  my  reward  in  another  world."  Yet  his  affection  for 
them  did  not  diminish  to  the  last;  and  if,  ii?  any  instance,  he 
saw  a  want  of  mutual  regard,  with  the  most  singular  propriety 
and  feeling,  he  would  quote  Paul's  language, '*  I  will  gladly 
spend,  and  be  spent  for  you,  though  the  more  abundantly  I 
love,  the  less  I  be  loved."  But  his  labours  were  not  confine4 
to  one  si>ot.  He  loved,  occasionallv,  to  itinerate.  He  main- 
tained lectures  in  different  places  .M'itfi  unwearied  perseveram:e ; 
and,  here  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  be  was  the  first  Dissenting 
Minister  who  established  a  lecture  at  Woburn,  Bedfordshire; 
where  there  is  now  a  settled  congregation,  and  a  respectable 
minister.  He  apd  Mr.  Bull  continued  a  regular  course  of 
lectures  there  for  some  y^ars,  till  the  cause  assumed  a  pleasing  , 
and  permanent  appearance. 

Mr.  llaban  was  careful  what  he  taught  his  people.  His 
knowledge  of  the  do<i lines  of  grac6  was  very  clear.  He  was 
ever  attentive  to  distinguish  the  design  of  the  law  and  gospel ; 
—  the  law  to  condemn  the  sinner,  and  the  gospel  to  liberate 
him  ;— thelaw  to  rule  the  saint,  and  the  gospel  to  animate  him  ia 
bis  lieavenly  warfare.  .  The  gt^neral  strain  of  his  preaching  was 
rather  adapted  to  bind  up  the  broken-hearted,  and  to  comfoft 
and  estabhsh  the  believer,  than  to  avi^aken  i\\e  stupid  and  care- 
less. He  hlmentcd  his  deficiency;  however,  the  Lord  so  far 
blessed  his  labours  to  the  unconverted,  that  there  was  scarcely 
a  year  elapsed  without  some  Increase  of  the  church  ;  andj,  at 
his  departure,  he  left  several  inquirers  after  the  way  to  Zion. 
Notwithstanding  this,  he  had  many  fears  and-  conflicts  about 
his  unworthiness,  and  the  inutility  of  his  labours:  he  judged 
hiiBself  to  be  an  unprofitable  servant ;  and  was  fearful  the  Lord 
would  give  him  some  decided  proof  of  it ;  yet,  it  has  been  seea 
that  his  apprehensions  were  groundless. 

In  conducting  his  worldly  concerns,  be  endeavoured  to  , 
maintain  a  conscience  void  of  ofl'ence  towards  God  and  man. 
He  was  scrupulously  moderate  in  his  charges.  He  was  a  good 
mechanic ;  and,  for  all  the  purposes  of  common  life,  a  skilful 
architect;  which  procured  him  considerable  employment  in 
the  erection  of  houses,  &c.  However,  he  gradually  withdrew 
fropi  this  employ,  and  applied  himself  to  tanning  during  the 
last  twenty  years  of  his  life.  In  this  sphere  he  was  a  wise  ob-^ 
server  of  Providence ;  and  often,  when  walking  in  his  fields, 
enjoyed  very  profitable  meditations  on  the  wisdom,  power,  and 
gpodness  of  God.  Success  airending  liim,  he  gratefully  acknow- 
ledged the  hand  of  the  Lord  in  providing!;  more  comfortably  for 
him  as  the  evening  of  life  came  on^  than  it  might  otherwise  have 
keen.    In  reviewing  the  goodness  of  God  towards  him^  how- 
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tyety  he  obsenned  how  much  his  case  resembled  that  of  Elijah 
when  fed  by  ravens,  in  obtaining  the  most  unexpected  means 
of  support.  Though  he  felt  truly  thuuktul  for  evcrj'  in- 
stance of  kindness  shewn  him,  succour  often  came  from  a 
friend  the  Lord  dtr^ctt;J  to  him,  and  not  which  i\e  himself 
bad  sought  ^. 

As  a  friend,  Mr.  Raban'  was  kind,  faithful,  constant,  and  dis- 
interested. His  ear  and  Im  heart  were  ever  accessible,  —  ever 
open  to  the  communications  of  a  friend  ;  perhaps  his  wish  to 
do  good  to  all,  within  his  sphere  of  influence,  might  be  car- 
ried too  far  by  him,  considering^  his  numerous  engagements** 
On  this  subject  he  of)eti  lamented  that  many  professors,  while 
they  apparently  pay  a  great  attention  to  the  precepts  of  the  first 
table,  overlook  the  second :  on  the  contrary,  he  maintained, 
both  by  doctrine  and  example,  that  a  due  regard  to  our  neigh- 
bour would  be  a  decided  proof  of  our  love  to  God. 

He  was  kind  and  attentive  to  the  poor.  He  had  great  in-* 
fluence  in  parochial  concerns  ;  and  while  his  advice  was  re- 
sorted to  in  conducting  them,  the  necessitous  aud  afflicted  ' 
could  look  up  to  him  as  their  constunt  friend  and  sup|K)rtcr, 
His  charity  was  not  easily  provoked  ;  for  when  extreme  po- 
verty furnished  a  pretext  for  stealing  fire-wood  from  his  pre- 
misses, if  he  knew  of  it,  he  would  say,  ^'  Had  I  bceg  there,  I 
should  have  turned  my  head  another  way  ;  or  have  said.  Poor 
fellow  !  do  not  overload  yourself;  aud  the  next  time  you  waul 
fuel,  come  and  ask  my  leave!''  But  his  love  ofjutitice  made 
him  anxious  to  punish  a  detected  villain,  who  could  notofl'cr 
such  an  excuse.  As  another  proof  of  the  benevolence  of  his 
heart,  when  he  could  not  himself  relieve  a  needy  object  to  the 
extent  of  his  wishes^  he  would  become  their  advocdte  with  thostt 
who  could .• 

He  was  a  sincere  lover  of  his  country.  During  the  feuds 
which  loyalty  and  disloyalty  profluced,  he  conscientiously 
prayed  for.  his  Sovereign  and  Royal  Family, — for  the  return  o£ 
peace,— and  for  individual  and  national  happiness. 

•  Mr.  Raban  often  regretted,  that  men  of  fortune,  especially  profeC 
sorsot  the  gospel,  did  not  more  readily  come  forward  to  assiai  IndiK^ui- 
ous  tradesmen  with  the  loan  of  a  few  pounds  without  interest.  A  pan  of 
thccharacter  of  a  righteous  man  is,  **  That  he  putteth  not  out  Iiis  money 
to  usury;'*  and  to  this  purpose  our  Lord  says,  *«  Do  good  and  lend,  hoping 
for  nothing  again,  and  your  reward  shall  be  great,'*  &c.  Bearing  these, 
?nd  other  Scriptures  in  mind,  he  contended,  That  the  opulent  would  be 
no  losers,  while  they  would  materially  assist  a  worthy  part  of  thecomniu- 
nJty;  who,  without  such  assistance,  often  fall  into  poverty,  or  struggle 
irith  difficulties  all  their  days. 

f  Tb  be  concluded  in  our  next  ][ 


Digitizsa  by  VjOOQIC 


(     8     ) 

REFLECTIONS 
FOR  THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  YEAR. 
Dent.  xi.  112.     The  ej/cs  of  the  Lord  thij  God  are  ahays  upon  it^ 
from  the  beginning  of  the  year,  even  to  the  end  o/t/ie  i/ear. 

With  these  words  Mosx^s^  the  man  of  God^  concludes  hh 
encomium  on  the  promised  hmdj  evidently  implying  that  what- 
ever blessings  might  be  included  in  "  milk  and  honey/'  and  the 
tain  and  dews  ot  iicaven,  this  is  tlie  hit;hest  blessing  with  which 
any  nation,  or  any  people  could  be  favoured,  to  have  "  the  eyes 
of  the  Lord  aUvnys  upon  it," 

We  should  be  cautions  of  so  allegorizing-  or  f\pplying  Scrip- 
ture, as  to  explain  awiiy  its  first  and  simple  nuaning;  yet,  as 
tihateveT  was  wriiK  ii  atorclimc  was  intended  for  our  learning, 
Me  have  abundant  authority  for  so  accommodating  the  Scrip- 
tures to  our  use,  as  to  derive  from  them  instruction  .suited  to  our 
times  and  circumstances.  Without,  therefore,  any  fj.rther  apo- 
logy, let  us  apply  the  g-^^od  word  of  God  before  us  to  our  own 
situation,  considered  as  the  pmfessing  people  of  God,  his 
"  British  Israel;'*  or  to  our  highly  favomed  country,  as  par- 
taking with  the  Canaan  of  old  in  all  ^Is  temporal  blessmc^s ;  and 
more  paiiicuhirly  in  this  privilege,  that  it  is  ''  a  land  which  the 
Lord  our  God  careth  for:  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  our  God  are  up- 
en  it  from  the  beginning  of  the  year,  even  to  the  end  of  the 
year/' 

Solomon  tells  us(,  that  '^  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  in  every 
place,*  beholding  the  cvd  and  the  good:**  but  it  is  a  privilege 
peculiar  to  liis  people,  that  his  ryes  are  over  them  for  good,  and 
not  for  evil ;  for  **  the  eyes  of  the  l^orri  arc  upon  the  righteous  ; 
and  his  ears  are  open  to  their-  cry/*  Yea,  "  the  eyes  of  the. 
liOrd  run  to  and  fro  throughout  the  earth,  to  shewihimself  strong 
in  the  behalf  of  them  whose  he.ut  is  perfect  (or  sincere)  l>efore 
Inm."  Tlie  divine  Watchman  of  Israel  '^  never  slumbereth  nor 
sleepeth."  \V  hat  consolation  is  ^'onveyed  in  these  precious  pas- 
f?ages  of  Scripture  I  Man  is  soon  weary,  through  pqrpetual  wateh- 
k]g;  and  the  eyes  of  an  angel  may  be  withdrawn  to  other  ob- 
jects; but  it  is  the  prerogative  of  Deity  to  see  all  things  at  once; 
to  see  tium  without  weariness  and  without  change.  Behold  that 
hmguishing  infant,  and  see  the  watchful  eye  of  its  fond  mother 
bended  ovt;r  it:  but  it  langtiishes  long,  till  the  mother*s  eye 
grows  dim  with  watching,  or  is  closed  by  grief.  Thus  *^  a,  mo- 
ther mrii/  forget  her  s!ieking  child  ;**  neveiiheless,  the  Lord  will 
nf;r  forii(t  liis  people; — *^  he  withdraweth  itot  his  eyes  frora  the 
rl:ihteoiJS.'*  liie  omniscient  eye  of  (lod  wateheth  with  more 
than  a  patenud  care.  "  Mine  eyes  and  my  heart  shall  be  there 
conlinually  ;" — that  U,  *^  always, — from  the  beginning  of  the 
ye..r,  evm  to  the  end  of  the  year.'* 

riie  ryes  of  God  imply  also  his  coiinsel  and  direction    "  I 
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Thrill  Instruct  thee,  and  teach  thee  in  the  way  that  thou  shalt  go: 
I  will  guide  thee  with  mine  eye."  Ah  !  how  often  is  the  believer 
at  a~Ioss  in  his  journey  through  this  wilderness !  His  way  is 
hedged  up  on  every  sid€ ;  and  he  sees  no  path  before  him !  O 
then  for  the  wings  of  a  dove,  and  for  an  eacrle's  eyes !  "  for  her 
€yes  behold  afar  off/'  Vain  and  needles:^  wish  !  His  eye,  which 
penetrates  farthef  than  the  eagle's, — his  eye  shall  guide  thee; 
he  can  sec  through  every  winding  maze;  the  darkness  hideth  . 
not  from  him;  but  the  night  shinetli  as  the  day:"  and  the  clourl 
is  only  cast  around  thee,  that  thou  mayest  look  and  trust  to  the 
glory  that  is  within.  Com[)lain  not  with  tlie  prophet,  *'  My  way 
is  hidden  from  the  Lord,"  as  tliough  lie  neither  saw  nor  regard- 
ed it:  behold,  ^' his  evq3  are  upon  it,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  even  to  the  end  of  the  tear." 

But  while  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  upon  his  people  for  their 
guidance  and  protection,  his  eyes  are  also  "  open  upon  all  the 
ways  of  the  sons  of  men  ;  to  give  to  every  one.,  according  to  his 
ways,  and  according  to  the  fruit  of  his  doings."— *^  The  afflict- 
ed people  he  will  save ;  but  his  eyes  are  upon  the  haughty,  to 
bring  them  down."  hike  children  who  cover  their  eyes,  and 
think  they  are  not  seen  ;  so  the  fool,  involved  in  his  own  ignor- 
ance, cries,  "Tush  !  dpth  God  see  ?  and  is  there  knowledge  in 
the  Most  High?"  Even  in  this  Christian  country  (so  called) 
how  often  do  we  hear  tlic  heathenish  enquiry,  "  Doth  God  see 
this  ?  Will  he  notice  that  ?"  The  eye  of  Providence  hath  n6 
lid  ;  can  never  be  closed.  Behold,  he  will  bring  every  secret 
work  into  judgment ;  and  for  every  idle  word  demand  an  ac- 
count.—Who  then  can  be  saved?  None  of  us  in  ourselves. 
'*  liehold,  O  God,  our  Shield  !  and  look  upon  the  face  of  thine 
Anointed  V'  *^  Let  thine  eyes  be  upon  Him  ftom  the  begining 
of  the  year,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  year." 

The  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  upon  nations  as  well  as  indivi* 
duals ;  and  have  they,  not,  in  an  especial  manner,  been  upon 
oius?" — In  what  anxiety  was  the  public  mind,  lest  the  peace 
should  not  be  ratified,  and  the  definitive  treaty  concluded  ? 
What  fears  were  harboured,  lest  the  dcffsctive  harvest  should 
leave  us  at  the  mercy  of  oppressors  and  monopolizers  ?  But 
"  He  bath  given  peace  in  our  borders,  and  fed  us  with  the 
finest  of  the  wheat."  Still  his  judgments  threaten,  and  will 
always  threaten  sinners :  *^  Behold  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  are 
upon  this  sinful  kingdom  ;"  and  he  would  doubtless  ^^  destroy  it 
from  the  face  of  the  earth,"  but  that  he  '^will  not  utterly  de- 
stroy the  house  of  J  acob."  No  ;  he  hath  among  us  "  a  poor  and 
afflicted  people:"  these  are  ^*  the  salt  of  the  earth,"  and  ppc- 
lerve  it  from  destruction  and  trorruption.  It  is  for  thei'r  sake 
the  Lord  carelh  for  this  land  ;  and  "  hi^  eyes  are  upon  it  from 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  even  to  the  end  of  the  year." 

SvLYANUS. 

XI.  C 
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If  the  question  which  Moses  once  put  to  the  tribes  of 
Israel,  were  proposed  to  all  the  readers  of  the  Evangelical  Ma- 
gazine, *'  Who  is  on  the  Lord's  side  ?**  perhaps  most  of  theru 
would  be  ready  to  profess  some  degree  of  attachment  to  hii 
cause.  But  if  we  were  required  to  aiKrm,  with  David,  o/  wiili' 
him  who  is  at  once  his  Son  and  his  Lord,  *'  The  zeal  of  thine 
house  hath  eaten  me  up," — ^fnust  we  not  put  a  very  low  sense  on 
that  phrase  before  we  could  justify  its  apphcation  to  our-, 
selves  ?  Yet,  if  we  are  in  reality  on  the  Lord's  side,  ought  we 
not  to  be  zealously  aflected  towards  the  glory  of  his  name,  and 
the  promotion  of  his  kingdom  among  men  ? 

O  that  every  reader  would  indulge  himself  in  a  serious  soli- 
loquy on  this  subject !  and  let  the  evidences  of  his  zeal  for 
God  pass  in  review  before  his  own  conscience. 

^^  1  am  on  the  Lord's  side,,  and  the  zeal  of  his  house  hath 
eaten  me  upl"  Can  I  say  this  with  truth  ?  may  one  enquire. 
''  I  have  been  used  to  suppose  that  I  was  on  the  Lord's  side  ; 
but  the  only  proofs  I  can  bring  are  these :  —  i  was  born  in  a 
Christian  land  ;  I  go  most  Sundays  to  my  parish-church;  and 
I  mind  my  trtwle  and  my  worldly  concerns  all  the  week. 
I  Fead  a  moral  life,  paying  every  one  his  own,  and  give  some- 
times a  triile  to  the  poor ;  but  I  never  troubled  myself  niucli 
about  religion  ;  yet  I  trust  in  God^s  mercy,  and  look  upon 
Christ  as  our  Saviour;  and  if  1  be  not  safe,  woe  be  to  many 
others.  Ishould  be  very  angry  if  any  one  denied  that  I  am  a 
goqd  Chriitian  ;  but  as  to  the  zeal  of  God's  liouse  eating  me 
up,  it  is  an  odd  sort  of  phrase  that  I  do  not  understand." 

Another  reader  mii;tu  say,  ^'  I  was  brought  up  a  Dissenter. 
I  go  regularly  to  meeting  on  the  Lord's  Day,  and  subscribe  to 
the  support  of  the  (-Jospel ;  but  I  hve  as  other  folks  dp  around 
ine;  and  see  no  occiision  to  make  myself  particular,  I  go  but 
seldom  to  the  play-house,  which  my  paients  always  charged 
me  to  shun  ;  nor  do  I  love  to  engaee  in  gaming ;  at  which 
my  neighbour,  who  is  not  more  wealtliy  than  I,  will  often  lose 
five  or  six  guineas  at  a  tiine :  whereas  1  subscribe  half  a  guinea 
a  quarter  to  our  minister  ;  and  give,  two  or  three  times  a  year, 
to  persons  who  come  from  a  distance  to  collect  for  the  build- 
ing of  m(*eting-houbes,  &c.  bcsicies  coi lections  for  tlie  poor, 
I  Know  not,  therefore,  wherein  I  can  be  cimrged  with  want  of 
zeal,  unless  it  be  because  I  do  not  talk  about  religion  as  much 
as  some  others ;  "nor  do  1  pray  in  my  family,  nor  have  I  offered 
to  join  the  church  :  but  I  nave  not  the  gifts  which  some  others 
possess  ;  and,  as  to  tlie  peculiar  ordinances  of  the  go:»pel,  they 
are  not  essential  to  salvation." 

A  third,  however,  can  say,  "  I  understand  the  gospel,  &c. 
have  made  a  public  profession  of  my  experience  ol"  a  woik  of 
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grace:  and  was  admitted,  long  ago,  to  the  taWe  of  the  Lonl. 
I  am  well  instructed  in  Evangelical  doctrines,  and  would  by 
no  means  sit  under  an  unsouncf  ministry.  It  is  twenty  or  thirty 
years  since  1  was  converted  ;  and  I  have  never  fallen  under  the 
censure  of  my  fellow-profcssors.  I  do  not  pretend  to  have  the 
same  enjoyments  which  I  once  found  in  religion  ;  and,  indeed, 
1  believe  1  had  then  more  zeal  than  fcnowlcdi^e  :  but  I  have  now 
done  with  living  on  frames,  andean  retain  a  persuasion  of  in  f 
safety,  though  I  do  not  talk  ranch  of  communion  with  God. 
I  generally  pray  in  my  family  in  the  evening,  unless  I  am  kept 
out  too  late  on  a  visit ;  and  I  take  my  servants  with  me  to  hear 
the  gospel,  if  they  do  not  object  to  it ;  but  I  cannot  find  time  * 
to  be  always  talking  to  them,  or  to  my  neighbours)  about  reli- 
gion, as  1  was  disposed  to  do  in  my  vounger  days.  As  to  the 
phrase  recommended  to  notice,  by  the  writer  ot  this  paper,  it 
13  used  in  Scripture,  and  was  doubtless  fulfilled  in  our  Lord  ; 
and,  perhaps,  in  an  inferior  sense,  it  may  l)e  applicable  to  soQie 
eminent  snints :  but  I  know  of  few  modern  professors  who  can 
justly  apply  it  to  themselves  ;  and,  possibly,  those  who  would 
pretend  to  adopt  it,  might  be  chargeable  with  many  incon* 
sistencies." 

Fain  would  I  indulge  the  hope,  that  one  reader  in  four  might 
fix  his  attention  on  the  expression,  and  muse  upon  it  to  the 
following  purport :  —  "  The  zeal  of  thine  house  hath  eaten  me 
uf)."  iTion  couldi^t  say  so,  O  my  blessed  Redeemer  !  and  the 
whole  of  thy  life  accorded  with  the  declaration.  Oh  that  the 
same  mind  were  in  me,  which  was  in  Christ  Jesus  !  Alas  !  I 
am  humbled  when  I  think  how  httle  my  temper  and  conduct 
correspond,  at  any  time,  to  the  language  thou  couldst  use  at 
all  times.  But,  O  my  adorable  Lord  !  do  not  I  desire,  above  all 
things,  to  live  unto  thee  ?  Surely  I  have  loved  the  habitation  of 
thy  house,  —  the  place  where  thine  honour  dwelleth.  1  am 
glad  when  others  say  unto  me, "  Let  us  to  up  to  the  house  of 
the  Lord;"  and  fain  would  1  persuade  all  around  me  to  attend 
on  thy  blessed  «ei*vice :  yet  I  cannot  rest  in  any  outward  shew 
of  religion  ;  I  must  have  communion  whh  thee  in  ihine  ordi- 
nances, both  public  and  private,  or  1  cannot  be  satisfied.  I 
am  also  as  desirous  of  doing  thy  will  in  my  intercourse  witU 
men,  as  1  am  of  attending  punctually  to  the  positive  instilla- 
tions of  the  New  Testament,  or  the  worship  of  tnine  house.  I  . 
would  acknowledge  thee  in  all  my  ways,  imploring  thy  direc- 
tion continually,  and  invoking  thy  blessing  upon  all  those  thott 
hast  given  me ;  being  especially  concerned  to  use  the  bounties 
of  thy  providv^nce  in  that  manner,  which  shall  most  advance 
t!iy  glory.  I  would  value  temporal  blessings  chiefly  as  they  ur<^' 
thy  gifts,  in  the  use  of  which  I  may  glorUythee!  I  would 
always  consider  myself  as  Uiy  steward  ;  and  occupy  that  wl^re* 
with  th(nj  entru^iest  me,  as  tho*igh  I  expecten  thee  soon  to 
come,  and  demand  au  accoutit,  in  person,  of  the  juanucr  ia 
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whicli  it  gliall  hare  been  employed.  I  dare  not  claiiii  a  right 
to  dispose  of  the  property  of  others,  not  even  to  obtain  the 
honour  or  pleasure  of  contributing  to  every  b(inevolent  design. 

.  1  would  not  rob  ^  creditor  to  give  to  the  noblest  mission  in  tlie 
world:  but,  as. far  as  thou  hast  put  it  in  my  power,  to  sub- 
serve the  promotion  of  thy  cause,  thou  know  est,  O  Lord  !*  it  is 
not  a  task,  nor  a  burden  ;  but  a  pleasure,  and  a  high  gratifica- 
tion. As  David  accounted  it  an  honour  to  prepare  hberally 
for  that  temple  which  he  was  not  permitted  to  build,  and 
8aid,  '^  Who  am  I  ?  and  what  is  my  peopje,  that  we  should  be 
able  to  offer  willingly  after  this  sort?  for  all  things  are  of 
thec;  and  of  thine  own  we  have  given  thee  ;" — so  do  I  feel  my- 
sc*lf  greatly  indebted  to  God,  both  for  the  power  and  the  in- 
clination to  honour  him  with  my  substance,  and  with  all  the 

,  fruits  of  mine  increase.  Yea,  O  Lord  !  1  am  glad  to  deny  my- 
self in  other  respects,  that  I  may  the  oftcner  enjojr  this  sweet 
pleasure  of  promoting  the  cause  of  .Christ.  Fain  would  I 
adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  my  Saviour  in  all  tilings;  and  re- 
commend the  religion  of  Jesus  to  all  around  me.  Nothing 
pains  me  so  much  as  to  hear  or  see  any  thing  that  tends  to  the 
dishonour  of  the  gospel ;  or  that  gives  jji^  adversaries  of  thy 
truth  a  handle  to  misrepresent  tliy  holy  religion.  **  When  I 
beliold  transgressors,  I  am  gi'ieved,  b^ecause  they  regard  not  tliy 
law.'*  But  when  my  Lord  is^' w^ounded  in  the  house  of  his 
friends,"  it  fills  me  with  peculiar  distress;  and  surely  1  had  ra- 
ther meet  with  the  heaviest  trials  of  which  I  can  conceive,  than 
be  left  thus  to  dishonour  thee  myself.  I  would  never  be  satis- 
fied with  any  present  attainments ;  but  would  follow  hard  after 
thee,  O  Lord  !  The  more  I  know  of  thee,  the  more  do  I  long  to 
know  thee  myself;  and  tliat  thou  niayest  be  known,  and  loved, 
and  adored  by  all  aroujnd  me ;  yea,  I  long  for  the  knowledge  of 
my  Lord,  to  fill  the  whole  earth  as  the  waters  fill  the  bed  of  the 
ocean  !  Yes,  I  trust,  I  often  pray,  as  I  wish  to  do- always,  ac- 
cording to  the  spirit  (if  not  in  the  words)  of  that  prayer  which 
our  Lord  taught  to Tiis  disciples;  that"  thv- name  may  be  hair 
lowed,  thy  kingdom  may  come,  thy  will  may  be  done  on 
earth  as  it  is  in  Heaven ;"  and  would  be  more  importunate  and 
earnest  in  these  petitions,  than  even  in  asking  for  my  "  daily 
bread/'  S.  C, 


THE  VALLEY  OF  BACx\. 


The  word  Baca  is  to  be  found  in  Psalm  Ixxxiv.  —  a  psalm 
v;e\\  calculated  to  excite  devout  aflcctions;  and  will  be  admired 
so  long  as  a  spirit  of  devotion  shall  exist  in  the  world.  1  he 
Vsalmi>t  is  supposed  to  have  penned  it  when  driven  from  Jeru- 
fcalcili  by  the  rebellion  of  Absalom,    His  waLt  taught  hhu  more 
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and  motpe  the  worth  of  God's  tal>ernacles ;  his  very  soul  fainted 
for  tiiem.  He  pronounced  the  jnan  blessed,  not  only  who  dwdt 
there,  but  even  those  wlwse  hearts  wei-e  in  the  way  thither. 
Love  to  the  hou<fe  and  ordinances  ot'God,  helps  over  many  dif- 
ficulties^ which  are  found  in  the  way  to  them.  Many  of  th« 
pious  Jews  lived  at  a  distance  from  Jerusalem  ^  but  at  the  ap- 
pointed .seasons,  they  left  their  secular  coucerns  to  the  care  of 
rrovidence,  and  urged  their  way  through  ail  difliculties,  towpr* 
ship  at  the  holy  city.  In  their  way  they  had  to  pass  through 
the  Valley  of  Baca. 

This  word  Baca  is  Hebpew  *.  Lexicographers  render  it  by  tlie 
Latin  word  Morus,  which  signifies  a  mulbtiry-trce ;  and,  to  il- 
histrate  the  word  as  used  in  Psalm  Ixxxivth,  some  critics  have 
remarked  that  the  mulberry-tree  grows  best  in  a  dry  sandy  bar* 
ren  soil ;  and  so  the  Valley  of  Baca,  or  Mulberry-trees,  signitiea 
a  dry  sandy  barren  valley,  difficult  for  travellers  to  pass  ;  but . 
such  wa*  the  love  and  pious  zeal  of  ancient  worshippers,  that 
they  surmounted  all  difficulties,  and  made,  or  accountcil^  Baca 
a  well ;  or,  as  if  it  had  been  a  well.  But  the  learned  Parkhurst 
refers  us  to  Miller's  Gardener's  Dictionary,  under  the  word 
Moms,  which  does  not  support  the  above  remark  respecting  the 
growth  of  the  mulberry-tree;  hence,  he  thinks,  tHie  wonLBacm. 
means  a  large  shrub  which  the  Arabs  still  call  by  that  name ; 
and  which  he  supposes  might  be  so  named,  from  its  distilling  an 
odoriferous  gum.  It  appears  to  be  nearly  rchited  to  the  word 
Bace  f ,  which  signifies  to  weep ;  and  the  Seventy  render  the  word 
Baca,  by  one  in  the  Greek,  which  signifies  weeping;  hence  the 
word  may  signify  a  "  rugged  valley,  embarrassed  witli  bushes 
and  stones,  which  cannot  be  passed  without  lai>our  and  tears." 

It  is  generally  agreed,  that  this  ^^  Valley  of  B«aca"  might  be  a 
striking  emblem,  that,  in  the  way  of  duty,  men  may  expect  to 
meet  with  difficulty.  That  the  way  to  the  Heavenly  Jerusalem 
is  through  vales  of  thorns  and  tears.  This  is  not  surprising » 
for  ever  j^nce  tlie  entrance  of  sin,  the  cross  has  been  the  way  to 
the  crown :  in  all  ages^  faith  has  been  a  fight ;  from  the  days  of 
Adam,  the  seed  of  the  serpent  has  opposed  that  of  the  woman. 
Moses  had  a^iction  to  endure  with  the  people  of  God;  David 
observed  and  experienced,  that  many  were  the  afflictions  of  the 
righteous';  the  ancient  worthies  had  heavy  trials;  they  were 
mocked,  scourged,  imprisoned,  stoned,  saw^n  asunder,  tempted, 
and  slain  with  the  sword.  They  had  to  wander  about  in  sheep- 
skins and  goat-skins,  being  destitute,  afflicted,  and  tormented. 
They  wandered  in  desarts  and  mountains,  in  dens,  and  in 
oaves  of  the  earth.  When  Christ  was  upon  the  earth,  he  told 
lis  followers,  that,  in  the  world,  they  must  have  tribulation- 
When  he  was  gone  to  Heaven,  his  apostles  continued  on  the 
earth  to  inform  the  primitive  Christians,  that  through  mucli  tri- 
bulation they  must  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God. 
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Swell  has  been  the  experience  of  believers  ever  since  the  day* 
of  the  ai>ost]es.  Even  in  the  present  limes  of  public  ease  and 
tranqwillity,  there  is  do  going  to  Heaven  with  tl>e  wind  anrfti<le 
of  the  fa^iion  of  this  world.  The  \\i'e  of  the  Chrishan  is  still  a 
warfare.  Admitting  that  the  sign  of  the  cross  Is'a  Popish  ad 
dititm  to  the  ceremony  in  l>apti.sin,  still  it  is  true,  th«-it  whoever 
is  baptized  wJththe  Holy  Ghost,  mnst  of  necessity  lake  up  the 
crtr«s  of  Christ;  he  must  pass  through  the  Valley  of  l^ica  be- 
fore he  arrives  in  tlie  Heaven  of  Heavens.  In  his  w&y,  he 
must  e\]>ect  tlie  rage  of  Satan ;  tliat  enemy  who  beguiled  Eve^ 
throus>h  his  snbtilty ;  who  put  it  into  the  heart  of  Judas  to  he- 
triiy  Jesus;  and  ftlled  the  heart  of  Ananias,  and  Sapphim  his 
wite,  to  lie  Against  the  Holy  Ghost :  that  sanie  enemy,  on  the 
very  same  principle,  continues  to  exert  his  utmost  einleavoiirs 
to  keep  men  asleep  in  their  sins ;  to  prevent  the  opening  of 
their  eyes,  and  the  shining  of  the  glorious  Gospel  in  their  hearts. 
If  once  "the  thundei  of  th**  law,  accompanied  by  the  ^energy  of 
the  Holy  ^^pirit,  rouzc  the  lethargic  soul,  so  that,  seeing  its  dan- 
ger, it  tty  for  refuge,— then  this  adversary,  unwilling  to  lose  hi» 
slave,  sets  all  his  engines  and  agents  to  work,  to  prevent  his 
escape.  Pharaoh  could  not  be  more  hostile  to  the  departure  of 
iFracl  out  oi  Egypt,  than  Satan  is  to  those  who  set  their  faces 
Heaven-wards^  If,  in  spite  of  all  his  rage,  the  soul  wing  its  way 
to  the  Saviour's  arms,  and  there  get  secure,  still  he  will  buffet, 
aift,  tempt,  lay  snares,  and  even  change  himself  into  the  appear- 
ance of  an  angel  of  light,  the  more  effectually  to  beguile  and  de- 
ceive the  unwary  souU  Hi  daily  and  nightly  acts  his  part  as 
tlie  ei»emy  of  all  righteousness  and  father  of  lies,  in  attacking 
tlie  faith  of  believers,  and  labouring  to  turn  them  trom'  tlie  faith 
iKick  again  to  folly.  After  many  wrestlings  and  severe  conflicts, 
they  have  the  telicity  to  triumph  over  the  enemy. 

but  in  their  way  to  Paradise,  they  have  also  a  fi'owning  world 
to  face.  They  are  not  of  the  world,  but  testify  against  it,  that 
its  deeds  arc  evil :  as  such,  the  world  hates  thorn.  The  peo[>le 
of  the  world  oftefi  take  counsel  against  tl>c  people  of  God ,  they 
consult  against  his  hidden  ones.  Such  is  the  enmity  of  their 
hearts,  that,  wei^  it  not  for  a  kind  Providence,  they  would  enact 
sangumary  laws,  to  inflict  corporal  punishments ;  and  treat 
them  Bs  the  Jews  did  the  Lord  Jesus,  saying,  ♦*  Away  with 
them,  crucify  them,  crucify  them  !**  While  they  are  not  per- 
mitted to  go  such  lengths,  they  erase  not  to  do  all  in  their  |>ower 
to  hinder  the  servants  of  the  Lord  in  their  heavenly  pursuits. 
Atone  time  they  flatter  and  allure  ;  at  another,  they  will  not  al- 
low them  even  a  good  word  ;  they  threaten  and  ridicule:  they 
defame  and  scandalize  their  characters  :  in  short,  they  are  briars 
and  thorns  in  the  way  of  saints,  and  make  part  of  that  Vailey  of 
Baca  through  which  they  pass  to  tlie  heavenly  Jerusidem. 

I  must  add.  That  in  their  way  to  glory,  they  have  the  flesh  to 
crucify.  In  all  ages  the  flesh  has  bcenVound  the  most  danger- 
ous foe  to  grace  ;  it  lustcth  against  the  spirit ;  there  is  nothing 
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$0  treacherous,  deceitful,  ensnaring  and  bevvitcliing,  as  its  mo- 
tions are :  tliey  who  follow  them,  refuse  tlie  cros^i  of  Christ, 
leave  the  path  of  duty,  and  treasure  up  wrath  against  the  day  of 
urath,  "In  my  flesli,"  said  an  apostle,  **^  dvvellcth  no  |L!;ood 
tiling;"  but  if  no  good  dvvjell  in  the  fl<^h,  many  evil  things  d^ell 
ther.e;  it  is  earthly,  sensual,  and  devilish.  Besides,  it  is  ever 
j«resent;  it  accompanies  the  Christian  hke  the  shadow  the  sub- 
stance, and  shews  itself  more  active  in  opposition  to  him  wh^a 
he  would  do  good  ;  it  strives  to  clog  his  winged  zeal,  mid  cool 
liis  burning  love;  to  excite  a  spirit  of  impatience  in  time  of  af- 
fliction, and  of  warm  resentment  for  real  or  supposed  injuries; 
it  is  a  worse  enemy  than  either  the  world  or  Satan ;  it  gives 
Uiem  great  intlnence  and  advantage  in  tlieir  opposition  to  the 
soul.  \\  hen  the  prince  of  this  world  canie  to  Christ,  he  found 
nothing  in  him  to  take  with  his  temptations;  he  was  holy,  harm- 
less, and  untlefiled.  Far  otherwise  is  the  case  with  the  best  of 
Christians;  in  them  is  much  fuel  for  his  iirc.  In  ah  ages  tliey 
have  gioaned  heavily,  being  burthened  with  the  bcKly'of  sin  aad 
death.  In  moitifyiug  the  deeds  of  tlie  body,  and  cn;cifying  tlve 
Sesh  with  its  uffections  and  lusLs,  they  have  had  pains  to  endure, 
not  improperly  expressed  by  those  wliich  are  iuk  l)y  tlie  cutting 
oil*  a  right  hand,  and  plucking  «ut  a  right  eye.  They  do  sacredi 
violence  to  theinselycs  wlien  they  take  tlie  kingdom  of  IJeaven 
by  force.  If  it  be  asked.  Who  is  sufficient  for  these  things  ?  it 
may  be  answered,  A  feeble  saint,  through  Christ  strengthening 
him,  shall  win  the  day  ! — shall  come  oft  conqueror.  JSuch  have 
in  them  a  supreme  love  to  the  Oivine  Being,  and  a  love  to  divine 
tilings,  proportioned  to  their  importance.  >iow,  love  is  cou- 
rageous; it  is  not  intimidated  by  difficulties  in  the  way  of  its 
object.  ^^  Many  waters  cminot(|uench  it,  neither'can  the  floods 
drown  it:  it  is  stronger  than  deatli."  The  Heathen  poet  could 
sing.  Amor  vincit  omnia :  ^^  Love  conquers  all  things."  The 
true  believer  can  sing  the  same;  his  love  makes  him  bold;  it 
alleviates  his  burthen,  and  shortens  the  duration  of  the  heaviest 
affliction-  This  was  seen  in  the  women  who  were  so  early  at 
our  Saviour's  sepulchre;  it  was  seen  in  Jacob,  who  loved  and 
served  ;  but  above  all,  in  Jesus,  who  loved  and  died.  We  daily 
see  that  men,  to  gratify  corrupt  aliections,  set  all  their  wits  and 
engines  to  work  ;  they  spare  neither  pains  nor  ex  pence  to  in* 
dulge  and  gratify  themselves.  Is  it  not  fair  and  rational  then 
to  expect,  that  the  supreme  aflection,  set  upon  the  supreme  ob- 
ject, must  surmount  al!  difficulties  in  the  wiiy  to  its  enjoyment? 
From  this  efficacious  principle,  men  have  gloried  in  tribulation, 
and  fought  their  way  through  the  world  to  the  kingdom  of  God. 
They  have  made  the  Valley  of.  Baca,  as  it  were,  a  n  cli. 
Scarborough.  '  S.  B. 
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REFLECTIONS  ON  ISAIAH  LXIII.  9. 

Jn  all  their  afflict  ion  he  was  afflicted,  and  the  angel  of  hts  pre-^ 
sence  saved  them :  in  his  love  and  in  his  pity  he  redeemed  t/um  ; 
and  he  bare  them,  and  he  carried  them  alt  the  day$  of  old. 

The,  sublimity  and  elesrance  of  the  Prophet  Isaiah,  de- 
sene  the  utmost  attention.  The  glowing  warmth  of  his  expres- 
sions is  a  clear  evidence  that  hi^  lips  were  touched  with  a  live 
coal  from  the  sacred  altar.  The  ^above  passage  is  inimitably 
beautiful,  and  highly  consolators'.  There  are  tliree  prominent 
feature^  which  may  engage  our  attention. 

!•  That  Lord  who  su fibred  for  liis  people,  will  certainly  sym- 
pathize with  them  in  all  their  afflictions.  —  Four  passages  of 
Scrij>ture  may  be  especially  urged  in  support  of  this  consola- 
tory truth :  "  1  have  seen,  I  liave  seen  the  afflictions  of  my* 
people,  and  am  come  down  to  deHver  them*."  —  "I  have 
surely  heard  Ephraim  bemoaning  himself  f/' Sec. —  '*  Why 
persecutest  thou  me  J:*'  — "  He  (Christ)  is  able  to  succc^r 
them  that  are  tempted  ||." — If  it  be  objected,  that  true  be- 
lievers often  complain  of  the  Lord's  absence,  and  of  great 
darkness,  there  are  two  passages  which  may  serve  to  eluci- 
date and  explain  the  matter  §. 

2.  The  love  of  Jesus  Christ  is  grand  beyond  all  description, 
and  exalted  above  all  piaise.  It  is  so,  inasmuch  as  it  disposed 
Jiim  to  become  incarnate.  VV^hat  condescending  goodness  !  ad- 
mire it,  O  my  soul !  *  and  adore  his  blessed  .name  for  ever- 
more. The  same  love  disposed  him  to  sutler  and  die  for  our 
€akes !  lo  work  out  a  righteousness  to  justify,  us,  and  to 
procure  the  blessed  Spirit  for  our  sanctification  :  to  reasccnd  his 
native  heavens,  and  there,  as  our  Advocate  arid  Intercessor,  to 
plead  our  cause. 

3.  His  arm  has  been  the  support  of  his  ancient  people ; 
and  it  is  still  the~same.  —  Let  tliis  encourage  the  weak  and  help- 
less. God  has,  for  our  sakes,  laid  help  upon  One  that  is  mighty ; 
and  his  strength  is  made  perfect  in  weakness.  Let  the  tempted 
take  encouragement,  and  let  the  fearful  hope  in  his  salvation  *^. 

Oh !  how  great  must  their  blessedness  be  who  are  in  the  bands 
of  Jesus  Christ !  he  is  well  able,  and  he  is  equally  determined  to 
preserve  .ind  securd  them  to  life  everlasting !  How  vile  is  sin 
when  committed  against  such  a  Siiviour  !  a.  Saviour  who  pitied 
and  who  loved  us  in  our  low  estate  !  We  may  be  assured, 
that  all  who  ^*ome  to  him,  ^'  weary  and  heavy  laden,*'  slmll 
meet  an  hearty  welcome.  If  the  bleeding,  dying  love  of  Jesus 
Christ  has  its  prx>per  effect  upon  \x%,  we  shall  feel  our  hearts 

*  Exod.  ill.  7,  9.  +  Jer.  xxxi.  18.  19.  J  Actslx.  4* 

II  Ikb.  ii.  iS.  §  Jer.  xiv.  8,  9.  Isa.  liv.  7,  $• 

*^  bee  Isa.  xli.  23^  14.  \  and  xl.  lO,  11. 
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humbfed,  we  sliall  be  concerned  to  walk  with  GocI,  and  to  glo- 
rhfv  him  ;  he  will  be  our  great  all  in  all. 

l)ivine  Redeemer!  manifest  thyself  unto  the  reader,  as  thoU 
dost  not  unto  the  world ;  let  him  see  thy  beauty,  let  him  feel 
thy  power,  let  him  enjoy  thy  love ! 

OUGOS. 


PLAN  OF  A  SERMON. 


Kev.  Sir,  To  the  Editor. 

Having  lately  heard  several  respectable  readers  of  your  useful  Publication 
express  their  wish  that  you  would  occasionally  introduce  a  short  Plan  of 

•  a  Serraofv  in  a  readable  form,  and  at  the  same  time  rendered  sufficiently 
obvious,  in  its  distingviishiog  parts,  to  the  Theological  Student,  I  scn4 
you  the  incU>sed  as  a  specimen ;  and  should  it  meet  your  views,  you 
may  expect  other  communications  of  the  same  kind  from  yours.  Sec. 

LUKE  XXIII.  28. 

Daughters  of  Jerusalem,  weep  not  for  me,  hut  weep  for  your^ 
selves,  andjor  your  children. 

Our  Lofd  Jesus  humbled  himself,  and  became  obedient 
Bnto  deadly  even  the  ignominious  and  painful  death  of  the 
cross  !  Then  was  he  so  degraded,  oppressed,  and  afflicted,  that 
be  became  an  object  of  pity  to  those  who  followed  him  for  the 
gratiRcation  of  curiosity ;  and  of  sympathy  to  those  who  fol- 
lowed him  from  affection  to  his  character.  But  amidst  all  the 
msnits  and  blasphemies  of  his  enemies,  he  maldtained  the  most 
perfect  calmness  of  spirit.  He  did  not  complain  ;  he  did  not 
murmur;  he  betrayed  no  disposition  to  retaliate.  He  was 
more  affected  by  the  aggravated  guilt,  and  the  approaching 
calamities  of  others,  than  by  any  sufferings  he  felt  or  anticipated 
himself,  '^  Daughters  of  Jerusalem,  weep  not  for  me,  but  weep 
ior  yourselves^  and  for  your  children." 

Let  us  first  consider  the  import  of  this  injunction.  Xcsus  13 
not  displeased  with  the  tears  of  the  people  who  followed  him  on 
this  occasion,  as  the  tributes  of  compassion  for  his  sufferings,  ot 
€>f  love  to  his  person :  no,  he  was  of  a  tender  spirit  himself,  and 
oiten  wept,  either  as  a  friend  or  a  preacher ;  therefore  he  must 
love  sucn  a  spirit  in  his  disciples;  and  if  he  reaUy  condemned 
the  tears  of  these  pdbple,  it  must  have  been  on  account  of  some- 
thing inconsistent  in  their  principles,  or  in  the  expression  (rf 
their  sorrow.  They  wept  over  his  suffering  as  the  objects  of  a 
mere  natural  sympathy.  Their  boitow  had  no  reference  to  any 
of  the  peculiar  circumfstanccs  of  his  death,  as  the  Saviour  of  lost 
menl*  They  were  not  the  tears  of  penitence  for  the  sin^  which 
brought  him  into  such  a  state  ®f  degradation  and  suffering; 
•?— thev  wei-e  not  the  tears  of  j^ty  for  the  deluded  souls  who  pur- 
sued him  with  such  unrelenting  barbarity ;  ^-^  they  were  not  the 

xu  D 
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.tears  ttpatfioHsm  for  the  calamities  and  ruin  which  the  cracU 
iixion  of  Jesus  would  inevitably  bring  upon  their  country  ;— 
they  were  not  the  tears  of  friendship,  properly  tempered  with 
eubmission  and  confidence  ;*—  they  were  not  the  tears  oi  grati-^ 
iude,  in  the  contemplation  of  his  great  love ;  nor  were  they  the 
tews  of  jcyy  in  the  anticipation  of  the  blessings  to  be  obtained 
by  his  death.  When  we  exhibit  a  suffering  dying  Saviour, 
many  weep ;  but  the  same  effects  might  be  produced  by  any 
tragic  scene  in  which  they  have  no  interest^  and  the  origin  of 
which,  they  even  Icnow  to  be  fictitious.  We  shall  never  **  look 
upon  him  whom  we  have  pierced,  and  mourn,  and  be  in  bitter- 
ness for  him,''  till  the  Spirit  of  grace  and  of  supplications  shd^ 
t^  poured  down  from  on  high. 

Secondly,  Consider  the  reasons  of  this  injunction,  in  their 
essential  application  to  Jesus  himself.  *^  Weep  not  for  me."  The 
love  of  Jesus,  under  the  influence  of  which  he  uttered  these  words, 
is  sovereign  in  its  origin.  It  is  disinterested  in  its  operations. 
It  is  infinite  in  its  decree.  The  blessings  of  it  are  innumerable. 
Iri  some  future  period  of  time,  the  displays  of  it  sIihU  be  univer- 
sal :  and,  as  it  bears  an  eternal  date,  it  may  be  safely  trusted  for 
its  eternal  duration.  The  omnipotence  of  his  love  triumphccl 
over  all  the  rage  of  his  enemies,  and  all  his  exquisite  sufferings. 
T]e  became  insensible'of  his  own  woes,  in  his  concern  for  others* 
When  Jesus  said  to  the  daughters  of  Jerusalem, "  Weep  not  for 
me,  but  weep  for  yourselves,  and  for  your  children,"  he  expressed 
all  the  tenderness  of  his  sympathy  and  pity.  They  Wept  for  him  ^ 
but  he  knfew  there  was  greater  cause  of  weeping  ror  them  *.  On 
this  ever-memorable  occasion,  he.  asserted  and  maintained  the 
dignity  of  his  spotless  innocence  -f .  JBecause  h€f  did  not  suffer 
tor  his  own  sins,  he  endured  the  cross,  despised'  the  shame,  and 
^ommafided  the  women  who  followed  him,  to  dry  up  their  tears, 
and  ceiise  their  lamentations  for  him.  Then  also,  we  behold 
and  4idmh*e  his  wonderful  and  perfect  meekness.  Instead  of 
attempting  to  escape  from  his  barbarous  foes,  or  of  struggling" 
against  their  diaboliciil  power ;  instead  of  threatening*,  upbraid- 
Jn^  or  uttering  one  complaining  word,  he  is  silent  and  passive; 
feeling  nothiTig  but  compassion  for  his  murderers,  in  the  view 
of  tUeir  impending  ruin  t.  But,  with  meekness,  under  the  cru- 
elties of  men,  he  united  full  subtnission  to  the  will  of  God  §. 
It  is  well  with  the  suffering  disciple,  when,  in  imitation  of  his 
Lord,  he  can  say  to  his  sympathizing  frieitds,  "  Weep  not  for 
tue;  this  is  the  will  uf  my  heavenly  Father;,  and  if  he  be  glori- 
fied, I  must  rejoice."— 'ri\e  submission  of  Jesus  to  thedivina 
will,  wa«  perlectcd  in  his  firm  reliance  upon  covenstnt-promises. 
}Ib  work  was^ all  before  him;  he  knew  his  own  sufficiency  for 

♦  Mat.  jcxjclii.  37.  Luke  XIX.  41,  4«» 

•f  Hcb.  vii.  20.  Mat.  xxv'ii.  iS.  |  Luke  xmU.  ^4. 

j  John  xii.  27.  2^.  Mac-  xwi.  39,  42. 
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it;  and  the  certain  accomplishment  of  the  promises^  made  to 
him  by  the  Father,  was  the  joy  set  before  him||.  As  he  waa 
fed  to  Calvary,  fainting  under  the  weight  of  his  cross,  and  covered 
with  disgrace,  he  animated  himself,  by  anticipating  the  elory 
4ncluded  in  suchpromises.  When  Jesus  said  to  the  dangnters 
of  Jerusalem, "  Weep  not  for  me,"  he  displayed  the  illustrious 
fnagnammittf  of  his  character : — his  composure  in  the  hour  of 
trial,  and  his  boldness  in  the  dreadful  conflict  be  was  called  to 
sustain.   He  was  superior  to  shame,  to  fear,  to  surrounding  dan- 

5er*.  Finally,  The  text  will  strikingly  illustrate  thejfortitude  of 
esus :  the  patience  with  which  he  endured  the  pains  he  was 
then  suffering,  from  the  scourges  and  blows  he  had  recently  re- 
ceived, from  the  crown  of  thorns,  and  the  weight  of  his  cross* 

Such  was  the  temper  and  conduct  of  Jesus  in  the  immediate 
▼iew  of  his  crucifixion.  Let  us,  therefore,  study  his  character, 
trust  his  faithfulness,  imbibe  his  spirit,  and  follow  his  example; 
in  every  path  of  duty  and  of  suffering,  as  the  most  indubitable 
testimonies  of  gratitude  for  his  infinite  condescension  and  love,' 

?^ 

I  Psalm  xzviii.  Isaiah  xliL  1^4. 

•  Markx.  31,  34.  J«hn  jcvui.4— 8.  *^*  ^p  '*♦ 


ON  THE  USE  AND  ABUSE  OF  THE  TERM 

LEGALIST.  V 

The  doctrine  of  justification  by  free  gi-ace,  is,  of  all. 
others,  the  mos^  consistent  .with  Scripture,  — the  most  replete' 
with  comfort  to  man,  *—  and  the  most  conducive  to  the  glory  of 
God.  Our  reformers  were  convinced  of  this ;  and,  therefore, 
instead  of  insisting  upon  salvation  by  works,  they  thought 
the  best  way  of  doing  good  to  mankind,  was  to  shew  the 
miserable  and  lost  state  in  which  they  were  by  nature  ;  and 
direct  them  to  Jesus,  as  the  foundation  of  their  hope,  and 
Ae  only  medium  of  their  acceptance  with  God.  We  know 
tlie  consequence;  the  truth  ran^  and  was  glorified  ;  multitudes 
were  convinced;  and,  renouncing  their  own  righteousness,  were 
brought  to  depend  entirely  on  the  merits  of  Christ  for  salvation « 
All  this  was  eodd ;  but  not  long  after,  a  set  of  men  arose,  who^ 
fired  with  inaignation  at  the  sentiments  of  those  who  expected 
to  be  saved  by  \\\e  works  of  the  law,  went  into  the  opposite 
extiem^;  and,  because  the  law  .was  abolished  as  a  covenant 
of  \f  orks,  thought,  therefore,  it  was' not  to  be  considered  aa 
a  ralq  of  hfe.  After  these  men,  arose  others,  who,  though 
not  to«b^  ranked  with  the  former,  yet,  by  the  expressions 
they  osedL  aqd  the  ^htiments  tbey  advanced,  gave  room  i^ 
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suppose  that  their  doctrines  rather  tended  to  relax  our  obliga-' 
tions  to  holiness  of  life  than  to  strengthen  them.  Novr,  al- 
though these  men  have  been  answered  and  confuted  again 
and  again,  I  am  sorry  to  observe,  there  is  still  something  of 
the  same  spirit  in  the  present  day.  It  is  no  uhcommon  things 
for  those  who  insist  upon  the  conscientious  discharge  of  the 
various  duties  enjoined  on  them  in  the  word  of  God,  to  be 
called  Legalists.^  By  a  Legalist,  1  understand  one  who  acts 
according  to  a  law  or  rule  ;  and,  in  this  sense,  ex-cry  man 
ought  to  oe  a  legalist,  since  he  is  in  duty  bound  to  obey  God's 
sacred  word  ;  which  is  the  rule  given  him  for  the  regulation, 
of  his  conduct. 

Taking  the  word,  however,  in  the  sense  generally  affixed 
to  It,  as  denoting  one  who  expects  salvation  by  his  own 
works,  it  is  certainly  a  most  notorious  abuse  of  the  word  ta 
apply  it  to  those  who,  believing  in  the  imputed  righteousness 
of  Christ,  still  contend  for  good  works  as  evidence  of  love 
and  obedience.  Yet  this  is  too  often  the  case  ;  for  sinCe  I  have 
been  acquainted  with  the  religious  world,  I  have  heard  some 
of  the  wisest  and  most  evangelical  ministers  reproached  as 
legalists;  and  all  this,  because  they  have  exhorted  their 
hearers,  not  ihde^d  to  save  themselves,  bat  to  make  use  of 
the  means  which  the  gospel  affords.  1  have  been  grieved 
when  I  have  heard  charges  of  this  kind  brouo;ht  against 
those,  who  no  moi>e  believed  that  .man  has  power,  to  com  vert 
himself,  than  he  has  to  create  a  world*  Besides,  if  all  ex* 
hortations,  precepts,  and  mean^,  ai*e  to  be  laid  aside,  and 
not  to  he  insisted  on,  —  then  a  great  part  of  the  Bible  must  be 
useless ;  and  a  minister  must  not  read  a  chapter  in  his  congre- 
gation, nor  a  master  in  his  fathily,  lest  he  should  meet  with' 
exhortations  to  duty,  and  thus  be  ternied  a  Legalist. 

But,  what  is  still  more  affecting  is,  that  a  certain  fear  of  being 
thus  branded  us  a  legalist,  seems  actually  to  have  taken  pos- 
session of  many  evangelical  niihisters  ;  and  hence  it  is  that  we 
can  scarcely  go  into  their  places  of  worship,  but  we  find  them 
addressing  the  people  as,  if  they  were  all  converted ;  attempt- 
ing to  console  their  minds,  as  if  they  were  all  conviiVccd  of  -  . 
sin  ;  and  exhibiting  to  them  till  t^e  promises  of  the  gospel,  as  if 
the}^  were  all  greaUy  distressed  about  their  state.  iVnere  are 
the  just  reproofs,  Uie  pointed  exhortations,  the  close  reason- 
ings, the  tender  expostulations,  and  the  warm  addresses  to  the 
conscience,  for  which  our  forefathers  were  distinguished  ? 
When  I  read  the  >vorks  of  an  Owen,  a  Howe;  a  Cfharnock,  a 
Bates,  a  Manton,  a  Flavel,  a  Henry,  and  many  others,  1  blush 
for  maoy  of  the  modern  race  of  preachers;  and  do  hot  Won- 
der in  hearing  them  complain  of  so  few  conversions  in  the  pfe- 
scnt  day?  Alas,  how  can  they  expect  any,  when  even  tlfe  teriu 
applkatioh  is  proscribed  among  many  of  them  ?  and,  to  isay' 
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MSLJ  thing  to  sinners  at  the  end  of  the  sertooB>  is  not  considered 
as  pre;^bing  tUe  gospel,  hut  as  a  species  of  legality. 

1  am  persuaded  this  is  an  artifice  of  the  great  enemy  of  souls, 
to  hinder  the  usefulness  of  ministers,  and  to  promote  dissention 
in  churches.  Let  those  who  have  adopted  this  practic^e,  ask 
themselves  how  they  can  reconcile  it  to  their  cousciences,  to 
leave  out  the  {^receptive  part  of  God's  word,  merely  because 
they  are  afraid  of  being  called  Legalists.  How  can  they  he  said 
tohilfti  their  commission,  to  declare  the  whole  counsel  of  God, 
and  to  acquit  themselves  of  the  fear  of  man  ?  The  doctrines 
of  the  gospel^  indeed,  are  to  be  earnestly  contended  for.  and 
the  grand  foundation  to  be  built  upon  ;  but,  as  the  Bible 
abounds  bpth  with  doctrines  and  precepts,  the  one  arc  n<*t  to 
be  excluded  for  the  sake  of  the  other.  jLet  those  who  do  not 
love  to  hear  of  duties,  seriously  enquire  whether  they  aie  fol- 
lowing tlie  footsteps  of  the  patriarchs,  prophets,  apostles,  and 
saints?  whether  they  do  not  stand  in  need  of  being  stined  up 
to  spiritual  diligence  *  ;  or  whether  the  apostle's  exhortatiou 
ou  thtir  system  be  not  legal,  when  he  says,  ^*  Bt'  ye  stedfast, 
immoveable,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord, 
forasmuch  as  ye  know  that  your  labour  is  not  in  vain  in  the 
Lordf."  ^  B, 

*  Prov.  ir.  i8,  t  «  Cor.  xv.  56. 


i/"  EVANGELIC JL  TRUTH 

THE  GRAND  OBJECT  OF  ANGELICAL  RESEARCH. 

A  MEDITATION  OK  1   PETER  I.  12. 

Which  things  the  Angels  desire  to  look  into. 

tr  is  a  ti'uth,  allowed  b\'  all  Cluistians,  that  the  dispensa* 
tion  under  which  we  live,  afiords  us  far  greater  advantages  tiw 
spirituality  and  heavenly  eniovment,  than  any  other  which  pre- 
ceded it.  To  us,  life  ana  imniortali^  are  broueht  to  light. 
The  spirit  that  properly  belongs  to  it,  is  not  a  spnit  of  bond* 
Hge,  but  of  adoption;  cryine,  abba,  father.  The  happiness 
attiMnable  under  i^  approaches  near  to  that  of  the  heavenly 
i^orkl ; .  so  near  does  it&  land  border,  as  it  were,  upon  it,  that  be- 
%vers^  in  .the  present  state,  are  said  to-be"  Come  to. mount 
Sion,  to  tlie  city  of  the  living  God,  to  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,, 
to  the  innumerable  company  of  angels,  to  the  spirits  of  the  ju^t^ 
made  perfect,"  &c.  Yet  it  is  no  less  true,  that  the  giqiiter  part* 
of  ptote^siog  Christians  live  as  though  they  stood  upon  no  such^ 

S round,  and  posse^d  no  such  opportunities.     We  possess  an 
ild  Testament  spirit  .amidst  New  Testament  advantages.     A. 
projnise  k left;  us  o^<)f^ering  into  rest*,  hutweseeni^  at  least, 
•    U)  come  short  of  ii»    Hovf  is  this !    I»  it  not  pwin^,  in  a  gi'eai 
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degree,  1o  tTie  neglect  of  the  gospel?  Having  assented  ton 
system  of  doctrines,  we  Fancy  we  know  almost  the  whole  that  i» 
to  be  known  upon  this  subject,  and  have  nothing  more  to  do> 
"bnt  to  hold  them  fast  against  the  errors  of  the  times,  and  take 
heed  that  we  do  not  dishonour  them  by  an  inconsistency  of 
Conduct.  Hence,  what  is  called  Religious  Conversation,  seldom 
turns' upon  the  gospel,  unless  any  part  of  it  be  called  in  ques- 
tion;  buteitiier  upon  our  own  want  of  spirituality,  or  the  plea- 
sures that  we  have  formerly  experienced ;  or,  perhaps,  upoa 
tlw>  talents  of  this  or  that  popular  preacher. 

When  a  company  of  Christians  meet  together,  and  fed  a 
wish  for  improving  conversation,  let  one  of  them  take  a  BiWe 
and  read  ;  and,  as  he  reads,  kt  him  frequently  pause,  and  let" 
any  one  that  can,  make  a  remark,  or  ask  a  serious  question,  so 
as,  upon  the  whole,  to  promote  the  understanding  of  what  is 
rend.  This  would  draw  oft*  the  attention  from  less  profitable 
things  ;  and  the  blessing  of  thq  Lord  attending  it,  would,  ere 
ve  are  aware,  produce  those  holy  pleasures  which,  while  pour- 
iii;' over  our  own  barrenness,  we  shall  sigh  after  in  vain. 

To  comfort  the  primitive  Christians,  wria,  as  well  as  we,  were 
•*  in  heaviness,  througli  manifold  temptations,"  Peter  took  no 
other  course  than  to  declare  unto  them  the  glorious  truths  ot 
the  gospel,  and  the  vast  advantages  which  they  had  over  all 
Withers  of  forujer  ages,  in  possessing  the  knowledge  of  them. 
Three  things  in  particular  beholds  up  to  th«ir  consideration  :— 
l^That  the  prophets  were  to  us  ministering  servants ;  ^' Not 
vnto  themselves,  but  to  us  they  did  minister  things  which  are 
now  reported,"  They  sowed,  that  we  might  reap.  — 2.  Thati- 
the  things  which  they  foretold,  and  whicn  we  possess,  were 
the  objects  of  their  most  intense  research.  ^{  Of  which  salva- 
tion, the  prophets  have  enquired  and  searched  diligently; 
searching  what,  and  what  manner  of  time  the  Spirit  of  Cljrlst, 
nrhich  vfiis  in  them,  did  signify,  when  it  testified  beforehand 
of  the  sufierings  of  Christ,  and  the  glory  that  should  follow.'*— 
3»  That  such  is  the  excellence  and  glory  of  the  gospel,  as  not 
only  to  be  the  study  of  prophets,  but  of  angels :  *^  Which 
things  the  angels  desii*c  to  look  into/* 

It  is  generally  supposed,  I  believe,  that  the  phrase  look  into  *, 
alludes  to  the  cherubims  which  were  placed  bending  over  the 
Jfeicy-seat,  and  looking,  as  it  wwv,  with  intenseness  at  it. 
Thas  Alary  stooped,  ana  looked  into  tire  sepulchre,  in  hope  of 
discovering  her  Lord;  and  thus  believers  are  described  as  hok^ 
ing-  into  the  perfect  law  of  liberty,  or  the  gospel  of  Christ. 

In  former  ages,  the  angels  employed  their  capacious  |M>wers 
on  other  theiQCs.  At  first,  the  display  of  thedivme  perfections 
in  creation,  fu^-nished  them  witli  matter  for  praise  and  gladhew. 
*^  The  morning- stafs  sane  together,  and  the  sons  of  God 
Routed  for  joy.*' '  Afterwards,  the  province  of  Godj|  in  thf 

f  V^n^aKvmu^  to  loead;!  or  stoof^i^ 
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goYermnent  of  tli€ /world,  enlarged  their  mental  baundary. 
**  One  cried  ip  another,  saying.  Holy,  holy,  holy,  is  the  Lord, 
of  Hosts :  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his  glory !"  But  since  the 
coining  of  the  Son  of  God  in  our  nature,  and  the  laying  down 
of  his  me,  they  appear  to  have  been  so  engaged  in  this  subject, 
as  to  be  comparatively  indifferent  to  every  other.  In  oth«r 
works  of  God,  tliey  bad  seen  sometimes  one  perfection  glorified, 
and  sometimes  another;  but  here  all  unite  their  beams,  and  foria 
one  general  blaze.  These  are  the  things,  therefore,  which  now 
"  they  desire  to  look  into." 

The  powers  of  angels  are  far  superiprJo  those  of  men.  Tlwir 
means  of  instruction  also,  and  long  experience  of  divine  thine;s 
must  render  then^^  far  more  capable  of  understanding  tlic 
gospel  than  we.  Yet  with  all  their  advantages  and  discoveries, 
such  is  the  fulness  of  the  subject,  that  they  are  at  an  infinite 
distance  from  comprehending  it :  all  that  is  said  of  them  is^ 
that  tliey  ^'  desire  to  look  into  it." 

Aneels  were  doubtless  acquainted  with  the  general  design  of 
talvatiOD,  from  its  first  discovery  to  man  ;  but  the  particular 
way  in  which  it  should  he  accomplished,  appears  to  have  been, 
in  a  great  measure,  hidden  from  them.     It  was  a  way  so  much 
ebove  what  any  creature  would   have  expected,  that  though 
there  were  hints  of  it  under  the  Old  Testament,  and  some  verj 
plaia  intimations,  yet  it  was  far  from  being  ,clearly  compre- 
hended.   The  prophets,  as  we  have  seen,  did  not  fully  under- 
stand their  own  prophecies ;  but  diligently  searched  into  the 
meaning  of  them :— neither  did  the  apostles,  with  all  their 
advantages,  prior  to  the  event :  —  neither  did  evil  angels,  with 
all  their  subtilty ;  for  if  Satan  had  known  that,  from  tne  death 
of  Christ,  his  cause  would  receive  so  deadly  a  wound,   it  is  ' 
scarcely  conceivable  that  he  would  have  stirred  up  Judas  and 
the  Jewish  rulers  to  accomplish  it.     He  appears  to  have  eiuer- 
tained  a  kind  of  forlorn  hope,  that  by  getting  him  put  to  death 
in  the  most  ignominious  form,  and  by  the  only  religious  nation 
upon  earth,  he  should  be  able  to  stamp  everlasting  ^nfamy  up^^a 
his  name,  and  that  all  after-generations  would  be  ashamed  to 
own  him.     The  disappointment  and  unexpected  shock  that  be 
and  his  adherents  met  with  on  this  occasion,  seems  plainly  in- 
timated   by  our  Saviour's  having  "  spoiled  principalities  and 
powers,  and  made  a  shew  of  them  opeidy,  triuinphing  ^ov^r 
them  on  his  cross:"  and  though  th^  holy  angels  might  be  sup- 
posed to  understand  much  more  than  fallen  ones, — yet  were 
'they  not  equal  to  this  subject  till  events  made  it  manifest, 
Ileoce  it  is  said,  "  from  the  be2:lnning  of  the  world,  to  have 
been  hid  in  God,  who  created  all  things  by  Jesi>s  Christ,  to  the 
intent,  that  now  unto  the  principalities  and  power!*  it  might  bo 
known  by  the  church;    that  is,  by- the  redemption  of  ibe 
thwrch,  tliexnamfold^sdom  of  God."    When  the  eveuttrani- 
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piled,  therefore,  it  was  like  a  flood  of  light  bursting  forth  npon 
them.  The  resurrection  of  Ctirist  filled  all  Heaven  with  trans- 
port. Hence,  perhaps,  we  may  account  for  the  question  of 
the  angel  to  Mary,  '*  Woman,  why  wecpest  thou  ?"  J.  d,  "  Did 
you  but  know  all,  you  would  not -weep  !  It  is  not  yours  to  weep 
now,  but  your  adversaries  !*' 

The  cross  of  Christ,  instead  of  issuing  in  disgrace,  is  fol- 
lowed with  glory.  His  friends  learned  to  glory  in  it ;  yea,  and 
to  glory  in  nothing  else :  and  well  they  might.  It  was  glori- 
ous to  see  the  powers  of  darkness  stripped  naked,  as  it  were,  to 
•  Xheir  shame;— -to  see  Satan  foiled  by  the  woman's  seed;  and 
his  schemes  exposed  to  the  derision  of  the  universe; — to  see 
him  taken  in  his  own  net,  and  falling  into  the  pit  that  himself 
had  digged.  It  was  glorious  to  contemplate  the  numerous  and 
important  bearings  ot  this  one  great  event  I  By  this,  the  di- 
vine displeasnre  against  sin  is  manifested  in  stronger  language 
than  if  the  world  had  been  made  a  sacrifice  : — by  this,  a  way  is 
opened  for  the  consistent  exercise  of  mercy  to  the  chief  of  sin- 
ners :— by  a  believing  view  of  this,  peace  arises  in  the  mind,  andj 
at  the  same  time,  purity  in  the  heart : —  for  this  he  is  crowned 
with  glory  and  honour  in  the  Heavens,  principalities  and 
powers  IxMug  made  subject  to  him.  This, is  the  only  hope  of  a 
'lost  world,  the  only  medium  of  acceptance  with  God,  and  the 
only  admissible  plea  in  our  approaches  before  him.  This  it  i» 
that  will  put  every  grace  in  exercise  in  this  world,  and  impart 
all  the  happiness  in  that  to  cotne,  of  which  created  minds  are 
^sreptible. 

These  area  few  of  the  hearings  of  the  doctrine  of  the  cross. 
Is  it  any  wonder  that  angels  should  desire  to  look  into  it  ?  Ratlier, 
is  it  not  matter  of  wonder  and  shame  that  we  who  are  more  im- 
mediately interested  in  it  than  they,  should  be  so  far  behind  ? 
How  is  it  that  we  shduld  be  the  last  to  bring  back  the  King,  who 
are  his  bone  and  his  flesh  ?  Our  Redeemer  took  not  upon  him 
the  nature  of  angels ;  yet  they  love  him,  and  the  gospel  of  salva- 
tion by  him  ;  and  wherefore?  They  love  God,  and  therefore  re- 
joice in  every  thing  that  glorifies  him  in  the  highest :  — they  love 
men,  and  therefore  rejoice  m  that  which  brings  peace  on  earth, 
and  good-will  to  them  :—  they  rejoice  in  every  instance  of  the 
prosperity  of  Christ's  kingdom,  and  in  being  themselves  made 
tubjort  to  him.  Had  we  but  their  love  with  our  interest,  we 
should  not  ojily  emulate,  but  exceed  their  highest  praise. 
While  they,  in  innumerable  myriads,  were  saymg,  with  a 
loud  voice,  **  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain  to  receive 
power,  and  riches,  and  wisdom,  and  strung! h,  and  honour,  and 
glory,  and  blessing/*  We  should  not  only  say,  "  Amen,'*  but 
add,  ''Thou  art  w{irtliy  ;  for  thou  wast  s^lnin,  and  hast  redeem- 
ed us  to  (iod  by  thy  biood,  out  uf  every  kindred,  and  tongue, 
«zid  people,  anti  nuiiou  !"  Gauss. 
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ORIGINAL  LETTER 
OF  THE  LATE  REVEREND  MR.  ROMAINE. 

I  HAVE  ever  had  such  awftil  apprehensions  of  the  Cure 
tt  souls^  that  J  durst  not  (though  often  soUcited)  Undertake  it 
ever  since  I  knew  my  own  lieart.  I  have  found  myself  plagued 
to  death  with  watching  over  it :— what  must  it  be  to  watch  over 
tvro  or  three  thousand  !  "  Who  is  sufEcient  for  this  ?"  I  feel  my- 
self as  unfit  for  it,  as  to  have  the  government  of  the  world  upon 
ray  shoulders ;  but  being  appointed  to  this  chiirch,  not  only 
widiout  my  seeking,  but  also  against  my  will,-** and  having  an 
Undoubted  cjill  from  God,  therefore  my  sufficiency  for  the  work 
b^ing  of  God,  I  dare  not  stand  out.  I  have  been  forced  to  say, 
'  Here  I  am  ;  send  me !' — and  althousjh  he  has  enabled  me  tade- 

fend  upon  him  for  to  do  his  will,  both  in  me  and  by  me,  vet 
find  tne  flesh  resistins^,  and  putting  forth  a  multitude  of  douots 
and  fears,  in  order  to  discourage  me ;  besides  this,  liiave  an  ene- 
my whom  I  do  not  wish  to  make  my  frierid,  and  who  hates  me 
with  a  perfect  hatred  ;  but  I  make  the  Lord  my  strength,  and 
go  to  battle  in  the  power  of  his  might,  and  I  am  sure  all  will  be 
well  while  1  am  kept  humble.  O  pray  that  I  may  be  a  good  sol- 
dier of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  but,  above  all,  ask  for  me  humi- 
lity :  an  humble  man  can  come  to  no  harm ;  he  will  be  ever  trust- 
iikj;  in  the  Lord,  because  he  finds  nothing  in  himself  to  trust  in  ;• 
while  he  gives  great  glory  to  God,  by  trusting  much  in  him. 
Uoil  gives  him  great  grace,  and  this  grace  is  to  keep  alive  an 
abidijig  sense  of  what  he  is  in  himself,  to  shew  him  his  igno* 
riuicc  and  helplessness,  to  open  to  him  daily  more  of  the  mys- 
tery of  iniquity,  to  discover  to  him  the  stirrings  of  corruption 
which  others  feel  not,  and  make  him  sensible  of  these,  even  in 
duties  and  ordinances,  that  he  may  loathe  himself  and  his  very 
best  works.  These  are  the  fruits  of  true  grace ;  and  he  that  is 
under  the  teachings  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  will  abound  in  them  j 
the  more  God  does  in  the  heart,  the  mbre  he  humbles  it.  The 
great  design  of  his  grace  is  to  bring  the  proud  sinner  low,  and 
then  to  keep  him  low.  When  he  has  brought  us  low,  we  do  not 
like  to  be  kept  there ;  we  want  to  get  up  again :  our  foolish  de- 
sire is,  that  he  may  do  something  in  us,  for  which  we  njay  have 
a  good  opinion  ot  ourselves;  and  so,  with  this  thought,  we  are 
apt  to  wiali,  *  O  that  I  was  more  holy !  O  that  I  could  pray  bet- 
ter !  O  that  I  was  more  spiritual  in  duties  !  O  that  I  was  tnank- 
ful  enough !'  If  you  could  come  to  the  true  motive  of  these 
wishes  (specious  as  they  appear)  you  would  find  them  spring 
firom  the  secret  workings  of  a  proud,  self-righteous  spirit :  take 
off  their  cloak  of  holiness,  and  their  meaning  is  this :— •"!  wish 
God  would  give  me  something  for  which  1  might  be  pleased 
with  myself."— if  this  was  the  case,  would  not  the  eye  be  turned 
inwaid  upon  this  uri/  good  self,  and  be  drawn  off  trom  looking 
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io  Jesus ;  and  so  far  as  self  is  made  somethins;,  Christ  is  made 
nothing./  You  may  depend  upon  this  as  one  ot  the  surest  axioms^ 
4n  divinity  :—*' Whatsoever  it  be  that  makes  you  pleased  with 
yourself,  mat  is  not  true  grace ;  and  whatsoever  makes  you  dis* 
pleased  wit)i  yoursdf,  is  not  true  grape^  unless  it  bring  you  hum- 
We  to  Christ,  and  miike  you  put  more  trust  in  him."    The  Lord 
teach  you  these  things  practically  !  I  have  learned  them  by  long 
experience;— though  1  know  but  little,  yet  I  am  getting  on  in 
Christ's  school,  and  hope  soon  to  be  in  the  lowest  foriq,  for  there 
we  learn  most  and  fastest:  we  there  depend  entirely  on  the 
teaching  of  our  divine  Master,  who  reveals  his  secrets  to  none 
but  babes.    A  new-born  babe  absolutely  depends  on  the  care  of 
its  parents ;  so  must  we  depend  on  God,  on  Christ  our  Prophet 
and  Teacher ;  and  when  we  are  brought  thus,  humble,  he  will 
.then  mal^e  known  to  us  what  he  hideth  from  the  wise  and  pru- 
dent.    I  would  therefore  wish  you  the  humblest  man  on  earth, 
and  not  only  that  you  might  know  most,  but  love  most :  he  that 
ieels  his  sins  and  miseries,  his  vileness  and  unprofitableness,  with 
the  deepest  loathings  of  them,  is  in  the  fittest  way  to  love  Christ. 
If  he  is  an  experienced  believer,  the  feelings  of  these  sins  and 
miseries  will  make  Christ  more  precious ;  the  more  he  finds  of 
the  exceeding  sinfulness  of  sin,  the  more  he  will  trust  in  Christ's 
righteousness;  and  the  more  misery  he  knows,  the  more  he  de- 
mes  sjilvation  :  all  will  make  Jesus  more  dear  and  lovely.     His 
own  vileness  sets  forth  Christ's  grace ;  his  unworthiness,  the 
worthiness  of  the  Lamb,  the  sufficiency  of  Jesus,  who  is  all  in 
alU    When  you  me  going  to  measure  Christ's  high  grace,  do 
not  get  upon  a  mountain,  but  go  down  into  a  valley ; — lower  " 
still; —to  the  belly  of  Hell,  from  which  Jonah  cried;  from  thence 
see  the  height  of  Jesus's  grace,  and  from  thence  see  how  lovely 
he  is.    When  the  Spirit  of  Jesus  is  humbling  you,  shewing  you 
your  deceitful  wicked  heart,  laying  open  your  ruined  nature  in 
all  its  abominable  workings,  has  not^  this  often  discouraged  ypu, 
my  friend  ?  and,  instead  of  loving  Christ  more,  and  trusting  him 
more,  did  it  not  weaken  your  tiust  and  lessen  your  love  i  and 
therebv  you  counteracted  the  gracious  purposes  of  Jesus  Christ. 
May  fie  teach  you  better !  that  every  future  sense  of  sirt  may 
greatly  endear  to  you  that  Lamb  of  God,  whose  blood  cleanseth 
irom  all  sin !     Depend  upon  it,  that  only  is  the  true  humbling 
^r  sin,  which  makes  his  blood  more  precious ;— be  faithful  to 
your  own  heart;— stop  here  a  moment;— look  back  and  read 
what,  from  one  thing  to  another,  I  have  written  to  you;  and  ex- 
amine if  you  do  not  begin  to  fear  foi^  the  interest  of  duty  and 
holy  obedience.   If  the  more  I  feel  sin,  I  may  trust  the  more, 
and  love  Christ  the  more,  what  place  is  left  for  obeying  ?  Is  not 
that  your  thought  f  to  which  I  answer.  The  humblest  man  not 
only  knows  most  and  loves  most,  but  also  obeys  most.     Is  not 
grace  the  principle  of  gospel  obedience  ?  and  does  not  God  give 
grsM^e  to  tne  humble  ?  grace  to  do  all  things,  grace  to  suffer  aU 
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things  ? — What  says  he  who  was  less  than  the  least  in  his  own 
eyes  ?  ''  O !  I  can  do  all  things  through  Christ's  strengthening' 
me!"— rThe  humblest  man  leans  most  oti  ChristV  strength  ;  and 
therefore,  through  that  strength,  which  is  almighty,  he  can  do 
most ;  he  is  helped  best ;  fights  most  courageousrly ;  conqners 
most  triumphantly.  Shew  me  a  seemingly  humble  man  who 
does  not  love  duty,  and  I  will  shew  yon  his  pride;  but  let  me 
see  a  truly  humble  man,  and  I  am  sure  to  find  him  walking 
humbly  with  his  God ;  he  walks  with  God,  and  God  walks  with 
him.— Hear  how  he  declares  who  are  his  favourites !  not  the 
rich,  not  the  learned,  not  the  Pharisee,  not  the  great  and  noble, 
—no  ;■*-*'  but  to  this  man  will  I  look,  who  is  of  an  humble  and 
contrite  spirit,  and  who  tremWeth  at  my  word."  These  he  ho- 
nours ;  they  are  in  his  si^ht  of  treat  price ;  how  exalted  in  his 
esteem,  who  is  the  Fountain  of  w!  true  honour !  and  he  will  ex 
alt  them  very  high.  He  that  hnflibleth  himself  shall  be  exalteci 
to  the  throne  above,  where  all  God's  childrefi  are  perfectly  hum- 
ble, crying  with  one  voice,  "Not  worthy  we,  but  worthy  is  the 
Lapib."  if  there  be  so  great  grace,  O  pray  to  God  to  make  me 
more  and  more  humble.  1  will  do  the  same  for  you,  and  r« 
tnaia  yours,  W.  Rom  aim  £• 


LETTER  FROM  DI^.  FRANKLIN 
TO  THE  REV.  MR.  GEORGE  WHITEFIELD. 

D&AR  Sir,  To  the  Editor. 

I  AM  iodebted  to  th£  friendship  of  the  late  Robert  Keen  and  Daniel  West, 
Eaqrs.  (the  Rcr.Mr.Whiteficld's  executors)  for  near  a  thoufand  lenefs^  from 
various  coTfespondcDts,  to  that  eminem  man.  None  of  these  letters  btfe  yet 
seen  the  light ;  and  as  many  of  th<;ni  will,  no  doubt,  highl/  gratify  the  pubiic^ 
I  shall  occasionaliy  send  yon  one  for  pvibljaitkm»  through  the  medjum  of  th^ 
Evangelical  Magazine.  The  inclosed,  from  the  celebrated  Dr.  Franklin^ 
will  serve  as  a  specimen  of  the  entertainment  with  which  you  will  furnish  out* 
readers,  particularly  those  who  personally  knew  Mr.  Whitefteid,  and  all  who 
still  revere  his  memory.  Ycurs  aficctionatelyy 

lt€€^Sf  Dec.  f,  i8oa.  £.  Parsovs. 

Dear  Sir,  Philadelphia,  July  6,  1749. 

SmcE  your  being  w  England,  I  have  receivedtwo  of  your 
favours^  and  a  bbx  uf  boo^  to  be  disposed  of.  It  gives  me 
gre^t  |>lea$ure  to  bear  of  your  welfare,  and  that  you  purpose 
soon  to  return  to  America. 

We  have  no  kind  of  nevs  here  worth  writing  to  you.  The 
aflEair  of  the  building  remains  in  statu  quo,  there  having  been 
no  ne^^  application  to  the  Assembly  about  it,  nor  any  thing 
doae  i^  consequence  of  the  former. 

I  l^ave  reoeive^  tio  money  on  your  account  from  Mr.  ThaQk<> 
{in,  or  from  ]@<)s^n.    Mrs.  Read,  and  your  other  friends  here 
in  general  are  w.eU^  ajad  will  rejoice  to  see  you  again. 
'         E  a 
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I  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  have  frequent  opportunities  of 
preaching  among  the  great.  ,  If  you  can  gain  them  to  a  good 
and  exemplary  lite,  wonderful  changes  will  follow  in  the  man* 
ners  of  the  lower  ranks ;  for,  ad  Exeniplum  Regis,  Sfc.  On  this 
principle  Confucius,  the  famous  eastern  reformer,  proceeded. 
When  he  saw  his  country  sunk  in  vice,  and  wickeaness  of  all 
kinds  triumphant,  he  applied  himself  first  to  the  grandees ;  and 
having  by  his  doctrine  won  them  to  the  cause  of  virtue,  the  com- 
mons followed  in  multitudes.  The  mode  has  a  wonderful  influ- 
ence on  mankind ;  and  there  are  numbers  that  perhaps  fear  Icis 
the  being'in  Hell,  than  out  of  the  fashion  !  Our  more  western 
reformations  he^an  with  the  ignorant  mob ;  and  when  numbers 
of  them  were  gained,  interest  and  party-views  drew  iti  the  wise 
and  great.  Where  both  methods  can  be  used,  reformations  arc 
lik^  to  be  more  speedy.  O  tliat  some  method  could  be  found  to 
make  them  lasting!  He  that  shall  discover  that,  wiil^ in  my 
opinion,  deserve  more,  ten  thousand  times,  than  the  inventor  of 
the  longitude. 

.  My  wife  and  family  join  in  the  most  cordial  salutations  to 
you  and  good  Mrs.  Whitefield.  1  am,  dear  Sir,  ^'our  very  af- 
iectionate  friend,  and  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

B.  FRANKLlT»i. 


CRITICAL    ENQUIRY. 


Sir,  To  the  Editor. 

It  has  been  often  remarked,  that  the  Hebrews  had  a  pecu- 
Tiar  way  of  using  the  participle  with  the  verb,  to  denote,  accord- 
ing to  sortie,  the  certainty ;  and,  according  to  others,  the  impor- 
tance of  die  event.  It  occurred  to  me,  m  reading,  the  pther 
day.  Whether  the  true  import  of  th©  phrase,  were  not  the  com- 
mencement and  continuance  of  an  action  till  its  completion  ? 
Thus,  when  it  was  said  to  Adam  *,  *'  In  dying  thou  shalt  die  ;'' 
which  our  translators  render,  '**  Thou  shalt  surely  die,"  and  the 
Seventy, "  Thou  shalt  die  the  death  f  I  conceive  the  meaning  to 
be.  That  he  should  then  begin  to-experience  diat  death  which 
terminates  only  in  eternal  ruin.    Watts  says, 

**  Soon  as  we  draw  our  in&nt  breath, 
**  The  seeds  of  sin  grow  up  for  death.*' 

S(5  Adam,  the  moment  that  he  fell,  became  mortal ;  and  besides 
that,  being  condemned  already,  he  became  also  dead  in  law. 

When  it  was  said  to^  Abraham, ''  Blessing,  I  will  blese  thee !"  f 
the  phrase  implied,  that  God  would  continue  and  increase  his 
blessings,  till,  m  the  end,  he  should  be  a  bfe^ing  to  all  nations. 
-^  There  are  many  similar  expressions,  I  believe,  in  t^e  OW 
Testament ;  and  I  should  be  obliged  to  apy  of  your  critical 
and  Biblical  readers  to  point  them  out,  and  to  examine  whether 
they  will  hear  the  interpretation  here  proposed. 

Yours,       Jqi>, 
f  Gen.  ii.  17,        t  Gen.  xU.  «# 
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ANECDOTES. 

A  LAY.COMMENTATOR. 
At  tbe  time  when  the  late  Mr.  Lacy  was  pastor  of  the 
Baptist  church  at  Portsea^  some  of  the  brethren  (chiefly  those 
of  the  dock-yard)  constantly  ushered  in  the  mornina;  6f  the 
Lord's  Day,  at  six  o'clock,  by  meeting  in  the  vestry  tor  sochil 
prayer,  exhortation,  and  conference  on  some  portion  of  Scrip- 
ture, alternately*.  At  one  of  these  conference-mornings,  the 
text  led  to  charity  :  all  spoke  in  tlieir  turn,  if  they  chose,  when 
it  rested  with  Charles  Benjamin,  who  was  a  waterman,  an4 
lived  between  Portsmouth  and  Gosport.  His  comment  on  the 
text  was  as  follows  ;  "  I  shall  say  nothing  more  than  this,— We' 
have  been  talking  of  charity ;  it  would  be  good  to  put  it  in  e;?fer- 
cise  :  here  is  our  brother,  Ephraioi  !Porth,  goes  to  Dock  every 
liiorning  this  cold  weather  without  a  great  coat;  and  here  is  my 
shilling  towards  buying  him  one."  The  good  men  took  the 
hint;  and  Ephroim  was  enabled  to  purchase  the  necessary  next 
day,  and  went  to  Dockf,"  warmed,  if  not  quite  filled."-— Query, 
Can  the  laity  expound  Scripture  ? 

•  This  laudable  custom,  I  find,  is  still  continued  there,  and  has  been, 
without  intermission,  for  more  tiian  hali  a  century.  f  Jamc6  ii,  i6. 

X.AMENTABLE  IGNORANCE. 
Mr.  a.  B.  after  his  conversion,  owned,  that  when  in  hif» 
carnal  state,  he  used,  to  say  his  prayers  seven  times  over  evory 
Monday  morning,  that  he  might,  not  have  the  trouble  of  theiu 
all  the  rest  of  the  week. 

A  FEW  years  ago,  a  lady,  visiting  her  brother  at  C— ^ — \ 
observed,  he  had  not  many,  cherries  in  his  garden  that  season; 
and  said>  That,  as  it  wtis  a  very. fruitful  year,  she  could  attri- 
bute it  to  nothing  but  the  amazing  increase  of  Sunda\'-schooU 
lately.  Formerly,  the  boys  used  to  g6  a  bird-nesting  on  Sum 
days ;  but  since  folks  had  undertaken  to  make  theqi  so  \sh(^^ 
the  birds  were  suffered  to  multiply  in. such  quantities,  thatshij 
supposed  we  should  soon  have  no  fruit  at  all !  I ! 


QUERIES. 

1,  How  may  we  ascertain.  Whether  our  thoughts  are  the  result 
ol*  a  gracious  influence^  tbe  suggestions  of  Satan,  orofourcor* 

.  iupt  depraved  nature  f 

2.  When  we  receive  comfortable  impressjons  under  the  hear- 
ing of  Qpd's  word^  how  may  we  kivow  whether  they  are  true  ,pr 
false  ?  or,"  in  other  words,  Whedier  they  come  from  God,  or  arC 
fply  the  joys  of  the  stony  groaad  hearer  i  ^.  O. 
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REVIEW  OF  RELIGIOUS  PUBLICATIONS. 


Tlic  Life  of  Moses;  dishve^  for  ike 
Amnenunt  and  Imirvctton  of  Youth, 

Trbke  is  a  peculiar  di0iciilty  In 
wwks  of  imaginatimiy  founded  upon 
Scriptufc  -  history.      Th«  style  of 
the  sacred  writers  possess  such  a 
lEgiwfied  simpHcity,  and  speaks  so 
directly  to  the  heart,    that  it  is 
Inrdly  possible  to  render  their  nar- 
latives  niore  interesting,  either  by 
poetioil  dictKHi  or  invention.  Some 
writers,  however,    have    thought 
^herwise;  and,  after  the  example 
•f  KKH>8tockaiid  Gesner,  have  at- 
tempted to  recommend  these  sub** 
jects  tonis  by  \h^  splendor  of  lan« 
guage  and  the  charms  of  the  drama. 
This  fidr  writer  is  by  no  means  with-" 
•at  merit  in  her  line  j  and  tho*  we 
prefer  the  chaste  and  diVnified  style 
trf  the  venerable  legislator,  we  are 
by  no  meanseonfident  that  our  yousff 
leaders  riiay  uniformly  do  tlicsame  j 
■or  would  we  discourage  the  first 
stttmpt  of  a  yoiing  iemaie  pen,  to 
jrrcomracnd  the   Scriptures.      She 
fcas  availed  herself  very  properly, 
J»e  only  of  Scripture  material s»  but 
cf  the  traditions  detailed  by  Jose- 
pbus  and  the  Rabbins.  Had  we  read 
the  work,  however,  with  more  se- 
verity than  we  have,  we  could  not 
have  refused  the  apology,  modestly 
offered  in  the  following  paragraphs 
cf  the  preface,   which  may   also 
irtvt  our  readers  a  short  specimen 
ef  her  style ;  we  cannot  say,  how. 
€>per,  it  is  preserved  equally  good 
thoughout. 

•*  Tlic  writer  of  the  foIlowing^ 
pages  has  two  indisputable  claims 
on  the  candour  of  the.  pnUic,  -« 
claims  which  they  will  riot  disallow. 
She  is  young,  and  in  adv^ty!» 
Scarcely  yet  entered  her  twenty.se. 
coiid"  year,  she  has  drank  deep  of 
tht  fountain  ot  human  aiBtction  ; 
n«r  has  hitherto  been  permitted  to 
refuse  the  bitter  draught  of  keen 
disappointment. 

«*  The  history  of  Moses  has  be- 
guiled many  a  tedious  hour,  which,- 
peihaps^  wooldoAcrwisc  have  been 


devoted  to  a  melancholy  lassitude 
and  the  public  appearance  of  thit 
little  volume,  IS  intended  for  the 
amusement  of  young  persons  of  ei* 
thet  sex.  For  them  it  was  written, 
—  to  them  it  is  dedicaVcd, — and 
from  them  mi^  it  meet  with  a  fiu 
vourable  reception  f 

**  And  ye,  judicious  critics !  before 
whose  maturer  judgment  the  juve- 
nile pen  trembfes  to  appear,  say. 
Will  ye  be  more  cruel  than  Pha- 
raoh ?  Oh!  rather  imitate  the  gen* 
tie  Thermuthis,  and  protect,  the  in- 
fant Moses.  It  is  a  iirft  attempt. 
Destroy  not  the  bud,  thJwigh  ten- 
der. It  may,  when  improving  time' 
shall  have  expanded  the  openi^ 
blossoms^  prove  a  valuable  fiovrer.? 

The  Life  of  Joseph.  In  Eight 'Booh. 
Br  J.  Macgowan.    ThrdEtHihnl 

This    work  stands  on    higher 
ground  than  the  preceding:  it  is 
the  Third  Edition^  and  has  received 
repeated  sanctions  from  the  public. 
It  was  also  the  production  of  a  pen 
wdl  exercised  in  writir^ :— for  this 
reason,  however,  it  is  entitled  to 
less  indMlgence.    It  Is  certainly  not 
free  fiom  the  general  fault  of  works 
ctf  this  nature  ;^nd  it  seems  to  dis- 
cover a  wa^nt  of  accpiaintance  with 
the  eastern  writers,  and  their  forms 
of  expfession,  wluch  are  nece9sar]r 
to  give  it  the  colouring  of  nature. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  confess  it 
abounds  with  just  and  useful  ob- 
servation; it  discovers  a  deep  ac- 
quaintance with  the  humao  heart, 
an  extensive    knowledge    of    the 
world,  and,  above  all,  a  spirit  of 
piety  and  benevolence.     Such  are 
the  genuine  characteristics  of  this 
little  work  ;  on  which  account,  w© 
can  safeW  recommend  ittotbepe- 
rusal   of  our  youi^   readert,  for 
whose  inetrudioo  it   was  particiu 
larJv  designed  j  --and  we  arc  h^^py 
to  oimI  such  works  to  recommend, 
when  the  public  are  daily  pestered 
with  writings  of  imagination  of  tke 
iU9}t  dangexptts  tCDdtncy* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


RB7IEW  OF  StBLtGIO0f  rUBLICATXOHS* 


31 


Ekgy  on  the  Death  of  the  Rev.  H. 
Hunter,  D.D.  ^c.  fy  T.  Beck, 
Sv0.    {eifgani)  price  6d. 

Bt  the  notes  appended  to  ihU 
Uule  Elegy,  we  karn  tliat  the  Doc- 
tor was  born  at  Culross,  in  Perth- 
shire, and  educated  at  the  univer- 
sity  of  Edinburgh.  In  1771  he  ac- 
cepted tike  pastoral  charge  at  the 
Scots  church,  London  Wall ;  and 
continued  with  the  same  congrega> 
tJOQ  till  his  death.  But  a  few  weeks 
since,  the  Doctor  went  to  Bristol 
Hor-wells,  for  his  health,  where  he 
died  on  ilic  t7th  of  Ihs<  Octol;)er,  in 
the  sixty-second  year  of  his  age. 
lie  was  buried  at  Bunhill-helds,  Nn. 
vember  4,  when  Mr.  Steven  deli- 
vered an  oration  at  his  grave  j  and, 
on  the  following  Sabbath  morning, 
a  sermon  was  preached  on  the  occa- 
sion  by  Mr.  Nicol ;  and  another  in 
the  afternoon  by  Mr.  Steven.  As 
the  Doctor  was  a  man  of  no  com- 
mon ulcnts,  so  be  has  met  with  an 
eulogist  of  no  mean  ability. 

In  tliis  Elegy,  Mr.  Beck  very 
properly  enumerates,  and  justly 
discriminates,  the  Doctor's  several 
publications  ;  and  concludes  his  li* 
terary  character  with  the  following 
lines,  which  are  no  less  honourable 
to  the  poet  than  to  the  Doctor,' 
and  to  his  country  :  — 

**  Oh  Scotia!  from  thy  cold  uage- 
nial  north, 
Wliat  nervous  minds  and  brilliant 
spirits  rise! 
And  from  thy  fostering  colleges 
come  forth. 
To  shed  new  rays  beneath  some 
milder  skies ! 
The  titled  meed,  the  proud  scho- 
lastic nkme. 
Mistaken  ^Kindness   may  confer 
amiss; 
But  Hunter,  back   mi  thee  re* 
fleeted  fame ; 
Distinguished    merit's    just  ap. 
pbuise  was  his," 

The  Youth's  Monitor,  in  Verse.  In 
a  series  of  ItttU  Tales,  Emblems^ 
PcemSf  and  Songs  ^  Mora!  and  Di* 

•  vitt^.  By  John  Burton.  iZmo.  is. 
Me.  BiTRTOir  informs  us,  that 


adapted  as  well  for  the  amusement 
as  iostrnction  of  the  rising  ge»ef«« 
tion.  The  author  is  an  huiuble 
imitator  of  Dr.  Watts;  and  we 
think  he  has  been  particularly  sue- 
cessAil  in  his  moral  songs.  Man/ 
of  his  hymns  will  be  acceptable  ia 
schools;  and  the  whole  forms  a. 
pleasing  present  to  yoting  people. 

The  Unrivalled  Felicity  of  the  Bri- 
tish E  Hipire .  A  Sermon  preaclieJ  m 
Safiers*  Kill,  Nov.  7,  1801.  ^  iit 
Rev.  Jnmcs  Steven,  Mtnister  of  the 
Scots  Churchy  Crntm  Canrt,  ^c^ 
Published  at  request.  %vo.  is. 

From  the  closing  words  of  the 
parting  benediction  which  Mosa 
pronounced  on  the  nation  of  i^i- 
xael  (Deut.  xxxiii.  21;.)  Mr.  Steven 
in  this  well  -  written  sermon,  de- 
mands of  his  audience  the  obU. 
tion  of  their  gratitude  to  God,  for 
his  singular  goodness  to  these  iJe« 
of  the  sea.  He  dwells  on  our  na« 
tural  advantages  of  insular  situa- 
tion, fertility  of  soi),  and  salubrity 
of  climate ;  on  our  civil  liberties, 
and  the  inherent  provisions  of  the 
constitution  to  correct  accidental 
disorders,  and  supply  deficiencies; 
on  our  religious  privileges,  which, 
after  many  a  struggle  by  our  devout 
ancestors,  were,  at  length,  by  the 
glorioub^  Revol  u  tion,  a»  the  preaclicr 
nervously  expresses  it,  **  asserted 
by  the  subject,  conceded  to  by  tlic 
sovereign,  and  sanctioned  by  the 
la^  .^»  ^nfX  on  providential  interpc^ 
sitions,  particularly  the  defeat  oi 
the  Spanish  armada,  the  preserva. 
tion  of  tlie  king  and  parliament 
from  the  gun-powder  plot :  and, 
above  all,  the  recovery  ana  esta- 
blishment of  our  liberties  by  the 
arrival  of  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
and  by  the  'protestant  succession  to 
the  crown,  in  the  illustrious  family 
of  Hanover^  While  we  muse  on 
these  most  important  benefits,  may 
tlv^  fire  bum,  and  the  flame  of  our 
gratitude  ascend  to  Heaven !  l^t 
us,  as  the  preacher  recommends  in 
the  close  of  the  sermon,  wisely  dis- 
cern and  gratefully  ^icknowledge 
the  agency  of  God  in  all  these 
blessings,— guard  against  the  abuse 


many  of  these  little  poems  were  .of  them,— and  study  to  feel  their 
written  for  Siinday  scholars  :— and  constraining  power  to  acts  of  piety, 
Wt  agree  with  him,  that  they  are     and  to  works  of  righteousness. 
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{ym?.  'SARAH  MOORE. 

•  Arp.lL  17,  filQ7,  died  at  Ash'- 
bourn,  Derbyshire,  Mi ^.  S.Moore, 
vife  ot  the  Rev.  G.  Moore.  Her 
affliction,  though  abort,  was  ex- 
ceeding i^uiiiiul  ;  but,  to  the  praise 
oi"  rich  grace,  not  a  murmur  escaped 
l\er  lips  throughout  all  her  illness. 
Her  love  to  the  uiihi.>tcrs  of  Jesus 
^vasbuch,  that  she  was  never  more 
lia^  py  than  when  i>hc  could  mani- 
fest it.  /When  free  from  domestic 
lorxerns,  it  was  the  jpy  of  her 
heart  to  retire  from  men,  and  con- 
verse with  God.  Her  affliction 
was  ot  that  nature,  that  her  friends 
could  not  converse  much  with  her, 
■without  great  inconvenience  on  her 
)'art  i  aint  as  none  about  her  doubt- 
ed tlic  safety  of  her  stHt**,  tliey  were 
contented  and  thankful  for  the  few 
words  from  ht•r.^  Now  and  then, 
as  the  case  iithnittcd,  during  the 
few  last  days  of  her  affiiction,  I 
copied  some  of  the  weighty  words 
which  survive  her. 

Sunday  morning,  April  11,  when 
T  v.ent  into  her  room,  and  asked 
how  she  did  ?  She  answered,  with 
the  sweetest  emotion,  in  the  words 
of  that  hyiftn,  **  When  I  tre.^d  tlie 
verge  of  Jordan,'*  .&c.  viith  some 
ether  pass;ige:i  of  our  sjicied  poets. 

Mofulay,  April  12,  she  said,  "He 
is  on  the  first  btep  of  the  ladder, 
Coming  down  to  fetch  me  up  to 
him."  — The  enemy  is  chained; 
he  can  do  me  no  harm.'*  In  the 
evening,  when  nature  was  a  little 
relieved,  her  bursts  of  praise  to 
the  Lord  for  his  mercy,  I  hope 
never  to  forget.  In  this  happy  ia- 
tcrvul,  she  repeated  some  lines  of 
poetry  which  I  was  not  acquainted 
TAJih,  and  desired  me  to  sing  them. 
I  told  her  I  did  not  know  the  words, 
i'er  answc  was,  perhaps  too  true, 
•'*iou  mourn  when  you  should 
Sli;g." 

'1  ucsday.  **  My  life  is  held  in 
awful  ^v  >i  ense."  1  urged  submis- 
sion to  the  Lord's  ** ill ;  to  which 
sh'.  Implied,  "  Oh,  u»y  dear,  I  Could 
be. :  it  for  a  hundred  years,  were  it 


hi?  will !  I  am  afraid  to  dislionouf 
the  Lord.  —  None  ever  perished 
at  his  feet ;  and  there,  I  hope,  I  lie 
as  a  poor  sinner!" — When  I  al- 
hided  to  the  few  happy  years  wc 
had  spent  together,  she  replied,  se- 
veral tirfics,  **  Thousands,  thou- 
sands of  mercies  we  have  to  be 
thankful  for,  if  hcdoes  no  more  for 
ns!  — rThe  Lord  appeared  forme; 
in  the  Mount  ot  Difficulty  he  has 
been  seen.  —  The  Lord  grant  me 
an  easy  passage!"  —  While  the 
Rev.  Mr.  S.  a  clergyman  of  her 
acquaintance,  and  another  friend, 
stood  by  her  bed-side,  she  said,  se- 
veral times,  with  much  fervour, 
**  You  8ee  i>ow  nothing  will  do^ 
but  an  interest  in  Christ.'* 

Wednesday. — I  said,  *I  hope  you 
are  happy,  my  dear  ?'  Her  answer 
wa^,  V  Not  without  a  cloiid." 

Thur^jday.  I  said  to  her,  *  I  hop« 
tlie  Lord  supports  you?'  Her  rc^- 
ply  was,  **  There  is  my  hope  !'*  — . 
W  hen  1  told  her  I  had  brought  her 
a  cup  of  coffee,  she  answered  me> 
with  a  smile  of  praise  upon  her 
face,  •*  More  mercies  in  the  wilder- 
ness !•»  Afterwards  she  said,  **  1 
want  to  have  nothing  at  all  to  do 
with  self;  I  want  10  have  done 
with  self,  and  to  be  swallowed  up 
in  God!" — When  I  said  to  her, 
I  hope  you  have  given  me  and  the 
dear  child  up  to  the  Lord  ;  and  as- 
sured her  1  would  endeavour  to 
act  by  \iCT  as  a  father,  her  answer 
was,  **  I  have,  and  am  not  afraid 
to  leave  her  in  your  care,  as  I  have 
given  her  up  to  the  Lord.** 

Satiu'day .  I  was  afraid  the  close 
of  life  would  be  attended  with 
great  pain,  and  therefore  with- 
drew, to  ask  the  Lord  to  grant  her 
her  heart's  and  my  n5ouI*s  desire, 
—  an  easy  passage !  I  had  scarce 
risen  from  my  knc;es,  when  a  friend 
who  attended  her,  brought  ixre 
word  she  was  gone  5  so  that  my 
fears  were  sweetly  disappointed. 

On  Sunday  evening,  her  old  and 
respected  friend,  tlte  Rev.  Jonathan 
Scott|  from  Matlock^  preached  4 
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Very  affectionate   funeral .  sermon, 
iit>m  I    Thcs.    iv.   13,   14.    to  an 

attentive  and  crowded    congrfjja- 
tion.  G.  M'. 


SUDDEN  DEATH. 

On  Thursday,  the  i8th  of  No- 
vember, Mr.  Button,  of  London, 
engaged  in  opening  the  busintfs;^  of 
the  day  at  the  ordination  of  Mr. 
VnhQT,  at  Brentford :  from  tftgnce 
he  went  to  Harlington,  a  village 
about  six  miles  further,  to  jfreach 
on  the  Lord^s  Day  following ;  hav- 
ing previously  engaged  to  exchange 
service  with  Mr.  Torrni,'thc  set- 
tled pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  at 
that  place.  Mr.  Butfpn  preached 
on  the  Lord's  Day  morning  from  Job 
xiv.  10.  ««  But  man  dieth,  and 
wasteth  away  :  yea,  man  giveth  up 
the  ghost,  and  where  i.s  he  ?"  He 
laadc  some  remark^  on  the  morta- 
lity of  mau,  and  particularly  dwelt 


on  the  question,  **  Where  Hs  he  ?'» 
At  the  close  of  the  discourse,  he 
suggested  that  one  or  other  in  the 
congregation  might  be  suddenly  re- 
moved that  day  ;  and  wished  each 
one  to  suppose  it  might  be  himself; 
and  to  ask,  **.  If  it  be  my  lot  to  be 
called  home,  where  am  I  likely  to 
be  ?•' 

The  cotigregation  was  remarka- 
bly serious  and  attentive.  In  the 
afternoon,  as  Mr.  Button  was  about 
to  enter  the  pulpit,  he  was  in- 
formed, a  man  had  just  been 
seized  with  death  in  the  gallery, 
He  was  brouglit  down,  earned  into 
the  vestry,  and  a  medical  gentle- 
man was  nnmediately  sent  for ;  who 
pronounced  that  he  had  certainly^ 
expired  by  an  apoplectic  fit. «-  In 
how  solemn  and  striking  a  manner 
was  the  text  verified  !  •*  Man  dieth, 
—  yea,  man  giveth  up  the  ghost !  *» 
Reader,  hearken  to  the  voice  both 
of  Scripture  and  Providence ;  *«  Be 
ye  also  ready.** 
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MISSIONARY  SOCIETY, 

It  miist  aflfoird  our  readers  much  pleasure  to  learn,  as  it  docs  us  to  relate 
from  month  to  month,  the  spread  of  our  Redeemfer*s  Kingdom ;  which, 
on  one  side  or  the  other,  is  continually  extending  its  influence,  to  the 
|loryof  his  name,  and  the  happiness  of  mankind.  The  letter  from 
Madras  gives  the  most  flattering  encouragement  for  the  success  of  a 
IVfission  in  that  neighbourhood,  where  there  is  a  loud  call  for  labourers 
lathe  work  of  the  gospel.  The  extract  of  a  letter  from  Switzerland  is 
of  a  nK)re  melancholy  cast ;-  but  exhibits,  at  the  same  time,  a  spirit  of 
genuine  piety  and  submission  to  the  divine  Will :  but  that  from  Mr. 
Carey  (with  which  we  have  been  favoured  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Newton) 
opens  a  very  pleasing  prospect  to  the  Baptist  Mission  i  and  we  are  autho- 
rized by  the  Secxetihy  of  the  Baptist  Missionary  Society,  to  add,  that 
No.  X.  of  their  Periodical  Account*  will  appear  in  a  few  days,  and 
enable  us,  in  our  next,  to  give  farther  particulars,  of  a  nature  very  en- 
couraging and  p)easing. 

^t  would  only  farther  subjoin,  that  letter*  are  continually  coming  to  hand 
from  Amerlcay  which  relate  the  farther  spread  and  increase  of  that  happy 
l-evival  of  religion,  which  we  have  already  mentioned  to  have  taken 
place  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States. 


EAST  INDIES. 


To  Afe«f5.  •/.  Fonteytiy  Jk  Z. 
and  Bs.  Ledebocr,  Directors 
of  the  Netfurlatid  Mission* 
€rjf  Society. 

Vefery,  Mcuiras^Jan,  a,  1801. 
Respected  Sirs, 
With  the  utmost  satisfaction  I 


received  your  letter,  dated  the  ^^ 
of  September,.  1800,  on  the  9th  of 
August,  x8oi  ;  and  should,  if  it 
had  been  possible,  have  answered  it 
by  the  ships  which  departed  for 
England  in  October  last.  The  first 
account  which  I  received  concern- 
ing your  Society,  was  in  January 
i8co,  when  I  was  in  Negapatnam^ 
upon  my  journey  to  the  southward| 
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by  means  of  a  Dutch  frieuJ,  who 
communicated  to  me  your  firbt  pub- 
lication. At'tcrwards,  we  received 
a  copy  of  your  letter  to  Dr.  Knapp, 
it  Halle ;  and  his  answer  to  it : 
from  whicli  I  learn,  with  much 
pleasure,  the  blessed  progress  of 
your  labours,  to  the  edification  and 
increase  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ : 
and,  in  January  1801,  .1  had  the 
satii>faction  to  be  informed  coni^ern- 
ing  a  society  at  the  Cape,  and  the 
excellent  character  of  Dr.  Vander- 
kemp.  ^ 

Now,  with  respect  to  the  Dutch 
prisoners  of  war,  I  had  not  the  hap- 
piness to  find  any  of  the  good  men 
amongst  them  qualified  to  Work  in 
I  thr  harvest  of  the  Lord,  exccjn  one, 
wliom  I  kept  here  as  a  bookbinder, 
and  who  has  learned  the  Portu- 
gflcze  language,  so  as  to  he  able  to 
read  in  the  PoPtugue^e  congrega- 
tion J  and  he  is  how  clerk  of  the 
German  church,  formed  of  the 
Swisr>  regiment  called  the  Meuron. 
He  poSbC<»ses,  on  account  of  the  ho- 
liness of  his  life,  m  which  he  daily 
increase,  a  cojisiderable  influence 
among  all  ranks  of  men.  The 
others  were  sent  to  Batavia  in  1799, 
and  are  become  a  gieat  blessing ; 
but,  since  Tranqucbar  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Knglibh,  there  has 
b<'en  no  communic:vticn  between 
this  country  and  Batavia. 
'  Concerning  the  ytate  of  Christia- 
nity in  the  ihiand  of  Ceylon,  we  are 
in  hope>  that  it  will  become  glo- 
rious throu«;h  thf  zeal  of  his  Kx- 
Ccllcncy  the  (iovcrnor  North.  I 
5fnd  with  the  ^aiJ)s  which  bring 
this  letter,  dififerent  papers,  written 
by  a  native  of  Malabar,  whom  I 
sent  to  Jaffna,  and  whom  Governor 
North  has  appointed  minister  or 
candidate  in  the  districts  of  Jaffna 
Hall  i  from  which  one  may  see 
-omcwhat  of  the  progress  of  Chris- 
tianity in  jartna  inid  Manaan.  If 
the  Christians  in  Ceylon  are  left  la 
a  disagreeable  situation  by  the  war, 
it  has  not  been  ocra-ioned  by  the 
ministers  bci.ig  made  prisoners  of 
war,  and  having  left  their  places.  • 
The  minister  at  the  garrison  of 
Trincomale  only,  i^  brought  here 
with. the  garrison  of  that  place ;  and 
the  Christian^  who,after  the  change 
of  the  £;overmiicut|  had  con&idtred 


themselves  as  deserted  by  the 
Dutch  ministers  and  the  govern- 
ment, and  had  gone  back  to  their 
idols,  or  to  the  Roman  church,  are 
gathered  again  and  comfortably  set- 
^tled  since  the  arrival  of  Governor 
North.  It  is  now  necessary  that 
they  shouldj^c  well  "instructed,  a>4d 
have  good  examples  set  before 
them,  that  the  teachers  in  every 
place  should,  do  their  duty;  and 
that  the  ministers  should,  in  these 
points,  '  earnestly  admonish  the 
teachers.  There  are  many  labour- 
ers  wanted,  both  of  zealous  Eu- 
ropean ministers  and  pious  native 
teachers,  for  the  youth  in  the 
schools,  and  also  .upon  the  coast. 
If  by  the  peace,  which  we  hope  for 
from  the  Lord,  the  Dutch  places 
go  back  agaiil  to  the  Dutch  govem- 
ment,  it  would  be  a  great  blessing 
to  tlicm,  if  the  Society  could  send 
some  g0od  Christian  Missionaries, 
to  learn  the  language  and  preach  the 
gospel  to  the  heathen. 

TJiere  are,  in  all  the  Dutch  set- 
tlements, Malabar  congregations, 
which  we  now  visit  from  time  to 
time,  as  they  were  usually  vibited 
by  the  Danish  and  English  Mis- 
sionaries when  this  country  was  in 
the  possession  of  the  Dutch.  We 
wisli  wc  could  prevail  with  all^the 
societies  to  send  zealous,  faithful, 
and  intelligent  minisieri. 

O  wliat  do  I  feel,  when  I  read  in 
your  letter  of  the  zeal  now  kindled 
in  the  Netherlands  for  spreading 
the  sound  of  the  gospel !  and  of 
thousands  of  your  countrymen 
uniting  in  prayer  to  the  Almighty, 
with  Christians  through  all  the 
earth,  to  pour  down  a  blessing  on 
the  labours  of  his  servants  for  the 
conversion  of  the  Heathen  I 

A  little  time  since,  I  thought  that 
we  poor  Missionaries  were  lorsakcn 
by  all  men  in  this  evil  time  :  that 
we  could  not  expect  any  help  or 
assistance  ;  and  that,  after  our  de- 
cease, the  l&bour  of  the  Lord  would 
cease  in  this  place.  Your  letter 
has  given  me  new  life  ;  for  we  were 
in  such  a  state,  that,  to  maintain 
our  zeal,  we  had  to  beli«ve  in  hope 
against  Iiope.  Your  letter  afforded 
me  much  strength.  1  thank  God,  ' 
who  has. moved  you  to  write  to  m» 
5uch  refreshing  intelligence  ^  ainl  to 
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inform  me  of  the  zca\  for  the  Lord 
aiiioHg  Christians  in  Europe,  for 
the  convcrMOii  of  the  Heathen ; 
and  1  wish,  earnestly,  the  Directors 
would  adopt  measures  for  the  con- 
version of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
land.  The  many  congregations 
here  and  in  Ceylon,  shew  that  tlic 
Lord  has  a  p^ojde  in  this  place. 
The  preaching  of  the  gospel  is 
not  without  witness ;  though  but 
few,  at  present,  shew  any  great 
sign  of  their  faith.  Many,  who 
seem  convinced  of  the  truth,  ex- 
cuse themselves,  by  saying,  *'  We 
have  no  power  to  believe,  and  to 
overcome  difficulties." 

Now,  as  so  m.'.jh  zeal  is  excited 
in  Europe,  we  may  expect  zealous 
and  faithful  Missionaries.  That  is 
now  the  only  assistance,  under  God, 
we  stand  in  need  of ;  and  we  pray 
and  hope,  that  God. will  send  us 
this  needful  help.  1  have  received 
noJettcr  from  Europe  that  has 
strengthened  and  awakened  so 
much  confidence  and  hope  as 
yours.  1  lie  Ix>rd  bless  your  la- 
bours to  the  edification  and  increase 
ot  the  kingdom  of  Christ !  I  should 
esteem  it  great  goodness  in  you, 
frequently  to  communicate  to  me 
any  circumstance  concerning  the  . 
welfare  of  Zio.i;  and  should  be 
happy,  in  return,  to  shew  myself  of 
one  heart  and  one  soul  with  you. 
I  now  recommend  myself,  ana  the 
work  I  am  engaged  in,  to  your  af- 
fectionate prayers  ;  and  beg  leave 
to  subscribe  myself 

your  devoted  servant, 

G.W.  Gekicke. 

[Translated  from  the  Dutch.] 

Letter  from  Mr.  Carey  y  Mis- 
sionary, to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Newton,  Rector  of  5/,  Mary 
IVoolnoth,  6^c. 

Ser ampere,  April  2  a,  i8oz. 
My  very  dear  Sir, 
Since  my  last,  which  I  see  was 
written  more  thao  twelve  months 
ago,  I  have  been  occupied  in  a  more 
than  ordinary  manner.  I  have, 
however,  reason  to  bless  the  Lord 
9Q  Uui  account,  because  1  findj  by 


daily  experience,  that  it  is  well  for 
me  to  be  constantly  employed. 
**  Satan  finds  some  evil  ^ti^  lor  idle 
hiimis  to  do,'*  is  a  sentiment,  the 
truth  of  which  I  find  continually. 
There  may  be  persons,  I  allow,  of 
so  industrious  a  turn  naturally,  as 
to  lay  out  their  time  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  there  may  be  no  loss  ;  but 
my  nature  and  constitution  are  re- 
markably fitted  for  indolcpce  ;  on 
which  account  I  admire  the  wisdom 
of  that  Providence  which  will  not 
pennu  me  to  waste  much  of  my 
preciou>  time  in  idlencks. 

Our  Lord  had  begun  to  work 
among  ,the  Hindoos  when  I  wrote 
last  to  you ;  but  since  that  time,  the 
work  has. exceeded  our  most  san- 
guine expectations.  It  is  not  a 
year  and  a  half  since  we  thought 
the  cast  of  the  Hindoos  to  be  $0 
strong  a  chain,  that  we  could  scarce- 
ly expect  it  to  be  broken;  now  it 
appears  to  be  so  weak,  that  s«me 
have  rejected  cast  who  have  only 
stayed  with  us  a  few  days,  and  Iwve 
given  no  proof  of  a  divine  work  on 
the  soul.  We  rejoice  in  this,  and 
esteem  it  as  a  breach  made  in  the 
walls  of  the  enemy's  capitol,  and  a 
prelude  to  the  taking  of  the  city 
Itself.  This,  however,  i$  not  all 
we  have  to  rejoice  in  :  we  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  sevcrai 
have  been  savingly  converted,  ajid 
now  trust  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Chribt 
alone  for  their  salvation.  We  have 
baptized  and  received  into  church- 
fellow^hip,  eight  Hindoos :  four 
women,  whose  names  are.  Jay- 
mconi,  Rasoo,  Unno,  and  Komol ; 
and  four  men,  whose  names  arc 
Krishno,  Gokool,  Peetumbur,  and 
bam.  Two  of  them  have  given  us 
fccmc  pain;  and  we  have  been  ob- 
liged to  suspend  them  from  the  pri- 
vilege of  the  Lord's  Table  ;  not 
however  for  retuniing  to  idolatry, 
but  for  allowing  an  unbridled  li- 
cence to  thtir  uassions.  We  have 
some  hope  of  their  restoratioa,  aad 
wait  for  it  with  a  considerable  de- 
gree of  impatience.  W^c  have  some 
persons  now  on  the  enquiry,  who 
give  us  much  hope.  A  Bramin, 
named  Komol,  I  trust,  is  in  earnest 
for  salvation.  A  man  of  the 
Kacsto,  or  Writer  -  Tribe,  who 
has  come  a  journey  of  three  days^ 
Fa 
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four  times  over,  to  hear  thr  gospel, 
came  about  a  week  ago,  and  brought 
with  him  his  wife  and  sister.  Such 
a  circumstance,  never,  I  suppoic, 
occurred  since  the  Hindoos  nave 
been  a  nation  :  for  the  people  of 
high  cast  never  suffer  their  women 
to  go  into  the  company  of  strangers, 
much  less  of  foreigoers  j  but  this 
man  brought  his  wife,  and,  volun- 
tarily introduced  her  into  the  so- 
ciety of  persons  who  are  every- 
where spoken  against.  His  frank- 
ness, and  her  modeny  and  inquisi- 
tiveness,  encourage  us  very  much. 
A  Brahman  of  the  village  from 
whence  they  came,  and  her  brother, 
came  to  see  what  was  become  of 
them  ;  and  went  away  this  morn- 
inoj  apparently  well  satisfied  with 
what  they  had  seen  and  heard. 
This  man's  name  is  also  Peetum- 
bur  j  but  he  is  of  another  rank, 
though  of  the  same  cast  with  the 
othcr^  Peetumbur.  The  Writer 
Cast  IS  divided  into  about  seventy 
subdivisibns,  all  decreasing  in  im- 
portance, from  the  highest  division 
called  Ghose,  to  the  lowest.  The 
first  Peetumbur  is  of  the  subdivi- 
sion Singho;  this,  of  that  called 
Mittra.  They  hold  the  distinctions 
of  cast  now  in  contenlpt.  The  fol- 
lowing little  incident,  which  oc- 
curred to-day,  may  serve  to  sh?w 
you  that  there  is  nothing  irrational 
or  improper  in  the  manner  in  which 
they  treat  their  cast:  —  Peetum- 
bur*s  wife,  whose  name  is  Dropo- 
dee,  went  to*day,  with  Rasoo  and 
8ome  others,  to  see  some  neighbours. 
Some  person  took  occasion  to  express 
his  or  her  surprize,  that  she  should 
have  rejected  so  high  a  cast  to  em- 
brace the  society  ot  a  carpenter's  fa- 
mily, and  who  were  also  become  /^r- 
rhigeei  (  Portugueze  ) .  S  he  rep  1  ied , 
•*  We  did  not  come  because  they 
are  Feringees ;  which  indeed  they 
are  not ;  nor  because  they  are  C«r. 
fenters  ;  —  but  because  we  satv  that 
we  belonged  to  the  cast  of  sinners 
against  God\  and  iiad  heard  that 
these  persons  fear  God  and  love  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ-  This  is  the 
true  cast  which  wc  wish  to  be  found 
in!'» 

The  increase  of  gospel -know- 
ledge, and,  I  think,  also  of  tender- 
ness of  cpiis^ieace^  are  n«t  among 


the  less  pleasing  signf  of  the  reality 
of  the  conversion  of  these  people. 
It  would  do  your  heart  good  to  sit 
down  at  tabic  with  a  number  of 
these  persons  of  divers  casts,  and  to 
hear  their  seriou^,  though  simple, 
conversations  about  our  Card  Jesus, 
and  the  way  of  life  by  him.  I  for- 
got also  to  mention,  that  one  Mus- 
sulman  and  two  Portugueze,  are 
among  the  number  of  our  enquirers ; 
so  that  our  hopes  are  greatly  en- 
larged. 

No  family,  I  suppose^  li^c  in 
greater,  harmony  than  ours.  The 
Lord  has  made  bi-eaches,  but  we 
bow  to  his  sovereign  will ;  he  is  too 
wise  to  err.  I  frequently  wonder 
why  I  ampreservccl ;  for  I  am  every 
hour  so  near  to  falling  into  some 
open  sin,  that  my  preservation,*  even 
in  the  manner  in  which  I  rtow  am, 
appears  to  me  a  constant  miracle  of 
grace.  I  was  never  so  convinced 
as  I  now  am  of  the  constant  need 
which  I  have  of  the  grace  of  God. 
I  see  plainly  that  a  profession  of 
love  to  Christ,  and  even  a  receiving 
constant  supplies  irom  him  for  the 
space  of  twenty-four  years,  has  laid 
no  foundation  m  me,  on  which  I  can 
rely  for  preservation  in  time  to 
come ;  nor  infused  any  such  habit 
of  grace  as  would  make  it  impro- 
bable that  I  should  fall  by  the 
slightest  temptation :  I  see  that  the 
least  temptation  would  infallibly 
prove  my  ruin  ^  nay,  that  I  should 
certain  fall  of  myself,  and  desert 
my  Lord  entirely,  did  not  the 
\Yatciiful  Shepherd  of  Israel  con- 
stantly'uphold  me. 

Rev.  Mr.  Brown  and  Buchanan 
are  very  friendly  with  us,  and  have 
done  much  to  «trengthen  our  hands 
in  our  work.  I  am  happy  to  §ay 
that  they'  are  well ;  we  are  also 
well.  We  have  an  increase  of  real 
converts  ^mong  Europeans.  One 
whom  the  Lord  has  given  tq  us,  a 
Mr.  Cunningham,  has  lately  P}ib- 
lislied  Thirteen  Letters  on  tlie  Evi- 
dences of  Christianity,  in  one  of  the 
Calcutta  newspapers  :  he  is  now 
reprinting  them.  I  hope  they  m^y 
be  very  useful  in  this  land  pf  Dei:>(n 
and  infidelity. 

I  hope  you  arc  well,  that  your 
bow  abides  in  strength,  and  that 
your  last  days  arc  your  best  days, 
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I  have  heard  of  your  family-trials, 
and  sincerely  sympathize  with  you. 
May  you  find  that  the  consolations 
of  God  arc  not  small  in  times  of 
peculiar  need  1  My  sincere  love  to 
all  your  friends,  and  the  ministers 
of  your  acquaintance  ;'  to  all  of 
whom  I  am  unknown,  except  Mr. 
Scott  of  the  Lock,  whom  I  highly 
esteem.  I  am  very  affectionately 
yours,        Wm.  Carey. 

Hxtract  of  a  Letter  from  a 
pious  Ladjf  in  Sxoitztrlatid, 

Basil f  Nov,^  iSoi. 
Respected  Friend  in  Christ  Jesus, 

Yoxy  would  hav^  heard  some 
weeks  sooner  from  your  Basil 
friends,  but  we  hoped,  at  the  same 
time,  to  be  able  to  give  you  some 
account  ot  the  fate  of  Switzerland, 
and  of  our  own  fate ;  but  as  yet,  all 
is  involved  in  darkness,  and  will 

Srobably  continue  so  for  some  time. 
It.  H.  will  probably  give  you  a 
circumstantial  account  of  all  the 
late  occurrences  of  our  poor  coun- 
try ;  J  will,  therefore;  confine  my- 
self to  what  regards  ourselves. 
Thanks  and  praises  be  to  Gdd  that 
we  fare  so  well !  We  have  hither- 
to been  eiubled  to  consider  all  oc 
currences  as  proceeding  from  the 
hand  of  our  dear  Saviour,  and  to 
receive  them  in  thai  light ;  yea, 
we  are  fully  persuaded  that  all  the 
po^vers  of  maoi  combined  with  all 
^he  powers   of    darkness,  are  not 


able,  without  his  will,  to  destrr^f 
a  hair  of  our  head.  H,is  will  is,  that 
all  should  turn  to  him^  and  obtaita 
salvation ;  and  this  is,  Jio  doubt, 
the  aim  of  all  the  great  and  «madl 
revolutions  which  are  now  passiiaj 
in  the  world,  with  which  a  child  of 
God  has  nothing  to  do,  but  to  slatUl 
still  i^to  pray  tliat  our  compassioit' 
ate  Redeemer  may  obtain  hib  great 
aim,  bothifvith  himself  and  with  all 
poor  sinners ;  —  patiently  to  submit 
to  every  yoke  ; — to  follow  the  com- 
mand and  example  of  our  Lord  and 
Master,  **  Render  \mto  Caesar  the 
things  which  are  Cicsar's,  and  uwto 
God  the  things  which  are  God*s;"^ 
to  endeavour,  through  God's  ^acc, 
more  and  more  to  dis»eiigage  his 
heart  from  all  attachment  "to  the 
things  of  this  world,  that  when  the 
cry  is  heard,  **  Escape  for  thy  life  ! 
Look  not  behind  thee  !**  we  may  be 
ready  to  follow  the  command  oi  our 
Lord  and  ^avioiur ;  and,  in  confi. 
dent  reliance  upon  him,  tu  for^^kc 
houses,  business,  friends,  and  reUu 
tions  : — to  trim  uur  lamps  with  tJ>e 
oil  of  faith,  that  whenever  the 
bridegroom  calls,  we  auay  go  to 
meet  him.  These,  much  esteemed 
Friend,  are  the  sentiments  and  feel- 
ings of  our  hearts;  yet  1  must  add, 
not  9S  though  I  had  already  attain- 
ed, but  I  follow  after  it ;  anid  He 
who  has  gjven  me  the  will  (for  that 
is  undoubtedly  his  gift)  will  ^Xm 
enable  n\e  topeoform. 

Yours,  &c. 


ASSOCIATIONS, 


Sept.  22.  The  Members  of  the 
Staffordshire,  Shropshire, 
and  Cheshire  Associations,  as- 
sembled at  thfc  Meeting-house  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Sipipns,  Stafford. 
Mr.  Morclcy,  of  llanley,  preached 
in  the  evening.  The  service  closed 
with  the  administration  of  the 
Lord's  Supper.  Messrs.  Brook,  of 
Tutburf ;  Wilson,  of  Draytoi\  ; 
"Whitteridgc,  of  Oswestry:  Wil- 
liams, of  Stone  5  Smith>  of  Leek ; 
Pritchard,  of  Cheadle ;  and  Chef?- 
ters,  of  Uttoxetcr,  engaged  in  dif* 
Irrcnt  parts  <)f  the  services. 

Pa  the  23^'  the  ministers  of  the 


Associations  met  again,  at  seven 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  it 
was  resolved,  That  they  should, 
with  the  assistance  of  their  respec- 
tive lay.friends,  form  a  Society  for 
the  support  of  the  Widows  and 
Children  of  Deceased  Mtiiisters, 
and  their  own  support,  in  case  ^ 
superannuation,  or  other  incapa- 
city for  public  labour.  —  Messrs. 
Whitteridge,  Moreley,  and  Kidd, 
were  ordered  to  prepare  a  plan 
against  the  next  meeting. 

The  Dissenting  Ministers  of  the 
West  Kent  district,  united  for 
extending  the  ministration  of  tlie 
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gospel,  held  their  half  yearly  xncet- 
ting  ikt  Maidstone,  Nov.  a,  iSoi, 
when  Mr.. Gooding,  of  Lcnbarrij 
jrrc-icbe'4  in  the  afternoon,  frQin 
Acts  viii.  5. ;  and  Mr.  Kent,  of 
Grarescnd,  in  the  evening,  from 
Is^iahliv.  ¥7.;  the  brethren,  Mess. 
Kalphy  White,  Stanger,  senior. 
Pod  more,  and  Poppy  well,  engaged 
in  prayer. 

It  was  resol\^ed.  That  Mr.  John 
Stangcr,  junior,  late  student  of  the 
Kent  seminary,  be  employed  aa  an 
itinerant  preacher  in  this  district 
for  the  next  six  months,  under  the 
direction  of  a  committee  of  settled 
pastors. 

The  next  ^^eeting  t^  be  held  at 
Maidstone,  on  Tuesday  April  5, 
fSo3,  to  meet  at  eleven  in  tlie  fore- 
fioun.  Mr.  Rogers,  of  Eynsf©rd, 
is  appointed  to  preach  in  the  e^en- 

'^MONTHLY  LECTURES. 
In  our  number  for  January  last. 


we  had  the  pleasure  of  informiflg 
the  public,  that  the  ditterent  d<:no- 
minations  cf  Calvinistic  di^bcnters 
in  Manchei>ter,  had  instituted  a 
monthly  lecture.  With  this  they 
have  since  connected  a  monthly 
meeting  for  prayer.  Both  have 
been  very  numerously  attended. 
The  association  of  the  several  mi* 
ntster?  and  congregations,  uniting 
in  these  ser\'iceo,  has  greatly  con- 
tributed to  increase  that  harmony 
and  affectipn  vs  hich  before  subsisted 
among  them ;  and  they  can,  from 
experience,  recommend  the  utility 
ot  such  a  plan  in  other  large  towns, 
and  in  every  place  where  it  is  prac- 
,  ticable.  Encouraged  by  the  happy 
effects  they  have  witv^essed,  ih«y 
intend  to  pursue  the  design  ot  their 
union,  hoping  to  enjoy  the  jpresence 
and  blessuig  ot  the  great  Master  of 
assemblies.  The  subjects  ot  the 
lectures  for  the  ensuing  year,  are  as 
follow :  — 


UGmf^  afui  Thci.  Sttbjnis. 

Jan.  5,  Mosley  Str.  The  Care  of  the  Soul. 
Feb.  2,  Lloyd  St.     The  Unsuccessfulness  of  the  Gospel. 

M,rch  a.  Canons..   J  ^^S.at.fcrr "  ""■"-} 
April  6,  Mosley  St.  The  Doctrine  of  Abe  Atonement. 

The  efficacy  of  Divine  Grace  in  ) 


May  4,  Lloyd  St.      i      >n 

'  -^  \      Conversion. 

June  1,  St. George's,  Christ  the  Believer's  Life. 
July  6,  St.George's,  ['^b';,^^'^;^^^  Privilege^of  I 

Aug.  5,St.Georgc's,TheDutv  of  Searchingthe  Scriptures 
Sept.  7.  C«..nSt.   jThj;^P«t^ol  takinglleedhowj 

Oct.  5,  Mosley  St.  The  Danger  of  Delays  in  Religion. 
Nov.  2,  Lloyd  St.  f  '^S/^P;^*^^''"''^  ^^  Preparation  j 
Dec.  7,  Canon  S^  The  Puty  of  Self-Exammation* 


frtachers^ 

Rev.  Mr.  Roby 
Bradley 

Jack 

Johnson 

Roby 

Bradley 

Jack 

Roby 

Jehnsoi^ 

Jack 

Johnson 

Bradley 


5|r= 


CHAPEL  OPENED. 


Oct.  17,  ilo»,  vas  opened  at 
Wrawby,  near  Brigg,  in  Lincoln- 
shire, a  commodious  little  chapel, 
built  about  rwelve  years  ago  for 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Westley ;  but 
the  proprietors  changing  their  relii. 
giuus  views,  it  was  soon  after  oc- 


cupied accprdin^]y.  It  vras  opened 
by  Mr.  Clark,  ot  Brigg,  who  isaU# 
minister  of  this  place,  by  reading 
and  preaching,  aftcrn9on  and  even- 
ing, to  full  congregations,  from  ?** 
Ixovii.  5.  and  1  Sam.  7.  xi. 


\T^  Kfist  tfo^r  hteW^cnfic  is  ww^idatlj  defined^ 
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REFLECTIONS 

ON  THE  NEW  YEAR. 

Cop  of  my  days,  to  thee  *ncw 
TU  Ifi^iittry  song  is  due,  ' 

For  Jifc  continued  here  t 
Sftr'd,  Md  sypply'd,  preserved  by  The*, 
lime's  innwl  circle  clos'd  I  sec, 

And  biil  the  new-born  yew. 
I  hare  been  spard, —  "who-strll  am  found 
A  biffcti  cumb*ref  of  the  ground, 

Dcscrring  strike  $cf  ere ; 
Bet  Thou  ha«  with  my  manners  borne, 
Aad  j^raated  yet  a  space  to  mourn 

My  pait  untruittul  year. 

1  liave  been  wcl!  supply 'd ;  -*  who  find 
A  body  frflii,  an  an^ciwus  mind, 

A  mafs  of  c»re  and  fear  : 
fettt  Thoa  hast  lighteu'd  cvVy  load, 
Aad  c?Vy  oeedfal  good  bestow'd. 

And  crown'd  with  luvc  the  year. 

HiaTcbeen  well  prcscrv'd  throughout. 
When  evils  comnass'd  mc  about, 

And  cv'ry  foe  was  near  : 
Yet  am  I  safe  ;  for  thy  great  po\v*r 
Ha  b^n  my  sword,  and  shield,  and  tow*r. 

And  guard,  the  passing  yeac 
I  htvc  been  guided  on  my  way, 
A  silly  wand'rer,  apt  to  stray 

And  leave  my  Shepherd  dear  ; 
Y/rthait  ibou  not  thy  sheep  foisoolc, 
Bit  with  thy  faithful  rod  and  crook 

Uast  led  methiuugh  the  year. 
I  hare  hern  pKoted  along 
Through  many  a  sho^l  and  tempest  strong, 

Where  1  knew  Aot  to  steer  : 
I  ihooght  thee  slumb'ringon  the  wave. 
Bat  thou  wert  watchful  still,  to  save 

From  found'ring  all  the  year. 

I  have  been  taught,  —  who  us'd  to  spurn 
The  means  to  know,  and  time  to  learn 

With  dull  and  deafen'd  ear  ; 
Yet  hast  ihou  oprn'd  truths  divine, 
Wfth  patient  precepts,  line  on  line, 

Another  Gospel-year.  ' 

I  have  been  comfoncd,  when  woe 
Would  sink  my  fainting  spirits  low, 

Ana  urge  the  Secret  tear.- 
Thy  visitings  have  brought  relief, 
Thypromi^luve  lootli'd  my  grief, 
X«    And  made  a  joyful  year. 

I've  been  supported  when  thy  frown 
With  lietvy 'crosses  bore  mc  down, 

Thj  smile  my  heart  wonld  cheer  : 
Thou  gaV*8t  me  patience  for  iheir  length  ; 
Ajtd  in  i^  weakness  ferfecC  stitflcth 

UaMA  Ae  ii^  the  yetr. 


I  bare  been  humbled  w>u*n  mypitd^ 

Disdaia'd  the  yolc  j  the  scourge  a^^y'd 

Hath  taught  me  to  revere  : 
Then  have  I  found  it  passing  sweec 
To  sti  submissive  at  thy  (t9i,    - 

And  lower  cv'ry  year. 

I  hare  been  rescu'dwhen  around 

1  lie  Snares  of  Sin  and  Death  were  fb«nd  | 

Thou  didst  my  aid  aj»i»ear : 
Ac  thy  rebuke  the  leniprcr  rigd. 
And  1  escap'd  as  from  the  dead. 
To  end  another  year. 

God  of  my  life,  I  gladly  own. 

Through  all  my  days  thy  lovs  hath  sWae 

In  rays  of  mercy  cl^'ar  : 
Make  mc  obediently  depend 
On  Thee,  my  Guide,  my  Guard,  my  Friend, 

For  cv'ry  future  year  ! 

Alk^uis* 


HYMN  UNDER  AFFICTION. 

My  dearest  Lord,  in  love  appear, 
.\nd  banish  cv'ry  guilty  fear  ; 
Increase  my  faith,  confirm  my  hope,  ' 
And  lift  my  drooping  spirit  up. 

Should ^all  fonakc,  my  God  is  kind. 
Make  mc  to  all  thy  will  resign'd  ! 
Disease,  my  outward  frame  decays  | 
Thy  promise  can  my  comforts  raise. 

My  earthly  house  is  breaking  down  ^ 

0  bear  me'io  thy  blissful  throne. 

To  view  the  Lamb  who  once  was  slaia  s 
My  life,  my  portion,  and  my  gain  ! 

In  Heav'n  I  shall  his  praises  sing. 
And  triumph  in  my  glorious  King ; 
His  matchless  beauties  there  behold. 
And  tune  his  love  on  harps  of  gold. 

Eye  hath  nol  seen,  nor  ear  hath  heard 
What  God  hath  for  his  saints  prcpar*d  | 
There  Sin  and  Sorrow  never  come  : 

1  long  for  this  eternal  horac  ! 

E.R. 


AN  ESTIMATE  OF  TIME. 

Time  ivaSf  is  past,  thou  canst  not  it  recall ; 
Time  is,  thou  hast,  employ  the  portion 

small : 
t'lmt  future  is  not,  and  may  nerer  be  ; 
Time  frtHHt  is  the  only  time  for  Thee. 

Aliv^is. 
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The  new  GERMAN  HVM?f* 

THE  MUSIC  BY  SHULTZ. 

The  fVord&  translated jVom  Madam  Guion,  by  W.  Cooper,  E^q^ 


^p:^toif3Jte]d^tl^^^ 


Je&-)ooiy  and  with  \  ve    o'er  -fiowJnc;,God  dc    minds    a     fcr  -  tctii    heart  % 


te-plrcliiccftirpf  JM  r 


%tJii^fiit%i^J:^^P 


Gute  and  boi|n-ty  still  be- stow- ing»   Calls   us      to       a  grate  •  ful        part. 


^m\xtt[\l^t:i^^T% 


Oh  then,  with  supreme  affection. 
His  pat^rnd  will  regard  1 

If  it  cost  us  some  dejection, 
Ev'fj?  sigh  has  its  reward. 


Perfect  love  has  pow'r  to  soften 
Cares  that  might  our  p«ace  destroy  ; 

Nay,  does  more, — transforms  thcmo&en> 
Chan^ng  sorrow  into  joy. 

SovVeign  love  ap}x>intsthe  measure^ 

And  the  number  of  our  pains  t 
And  is  pleas'd  when  we  find  pleasure 

In  the  trials  he  ordains.  Coo/ter^s  Gutort. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  HYMN, 
^uttg  at  S'lon  Chapel, 

Okce  more  before  thy  sacred  throne^ 
Lord!  see  a  youthful  race>  ' 

1ft  humble  supplication  come, 
Te  seek  thy  lovely  face. 

Thro'  love  divine  we  here  arc  brought, 
Where  truth  divinely  shines; 

Lord,    Wess  the   sacred  truths    we're 
taught, 
And  make  us  thine  betimes  ! 

Whilst  numbers  of  our  helpless  race 

Are  left  to  go  astray. 
May  wc,  as  tutofd  by  thy  grace, 

Pursue  the  narrow  way  !    ' 

lord",    bless  these  means,  we  humbly 
pray, 

And  grant  us  grace,  to  prove 
nt.tt  wc  thy  precepts  do  ob*y, 

From  principles  of  love, 

May  wc  revere  thy  sacrtd  page. 

And  as  we  read  it  o*er, 
Our  tender  minds  do  thou  engage. 

Thy  blessing  to  implore  ! 

Let  choicest  blessings.   Lord,  descend 

On  all  the  hearts  of  those, 
Who  fain  the  friendless  would  befriend. 

And  soften  others'  woes  I 


Amongst  thy  happy  blood-bought  ricei^ 

O  may  wc  each  be  found. 
The  praises  of  redeeming  grace 

Fot  ever  to  resound  I  J.  M* 


'  ^     CHRISTIAN  SYMPATHY. 

Ye  little  llockjvvhom  Heav'o  has  choseo^ 

The  wonders  of  its  love  to  know  ; 
In  horrid  vales,  in  mountains  frozen. 

Or  where  the  tern p'rate  breezes  blow  ; 
From  all  your  songs  of  joy  I  borrow 

Delight,  that  makes  a  kindred  strain  ; 
And  ever,  in  your  keenest  forroW, 

1  feel  the  bitterness  of  pain. 
While  in  the  hallow'd-pathsye  wander^ 

Where  Deity  incarnate  trod, 
I  hear  the  hell- taught  tongue  of  Slan^ 
der 

Proclaim  her  wondVous  tales  abroad* 

But,  'midst  a  blended  world's  reviling. 
Ye  still  your  heav'nly  course  pursue  s 

Error  rtitires ;  and  Anguish,  smiling, 
FUes  her  grateful  eye  on  you. 

And  shall,  my  soul,  your  zeal  revering^  . 

In  careless  indolence  remain  1 
Taught  by  example  so  endearing, 

O,  ina^  I  never  gaze  in  vain  I 


AULP,  Printer,  GievilU  Street,  LoadaB^^'  '^  GoOglc 
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EVANGELICAL  MAGA2][NE# 


FEBRUARY,  1803. 


MEMOIR 

OF 

THE  REVEREND  THOMAS  EABAN* 

[cONCLVDED  ^ROM  our  i.ASf.] 


DuBiNG  his  life,  Mr.  Raban  had  several  providential  and 
sorprizing  escapes  f^om  broken  bones  or  sudden  death ;  some  a£ 
which  are  too  renMurkable  tp  be  omitted.  Being  in  ^n  unfinished 
building,  two  stories  higb^  h]%  foot  slipped,  and  he  fell  to  the 
ground,  and  pitched  upon  an  axt,  ihe  edge  of  which  stood  up- 
tight :  it  cut  nis  liat,  but  missed  his  head  ;  and  he  sustained  lit- 
tle or  no  injury  !  At  another  time,  a  large  piece  of  timber,  on 
which  he  had  set  his  foot,  heaved  up,  and  fell  with  him  into  ^ 
-saw-pit,  and  an  anvil  (connected  with  the  wood)  of  a  hundred 
pounds  weight  fell  upon  him;  but  it  only  bruised  his  leg  !  which 
was  s€>on  healed.  Another  still  more  remarkable  preservation 
was  this  :  — As  lie  was  assisting  in  raising  a  beam  in  a  mill,  the 
rope  clipped,  when  the  beam,  under  which  he  stood,  fell  with 
him  from  the  hei^^ht  of  fom*  stories '  ^  ■  though  much  injured 
by  the  fall,  his  life  was  wonderfully. preserved.  At  another  time^ 
he  was  driving  a  team  with  a  loaa  of  hay  down  a  narrow  lane, 
when,  by  attempting  to  get  on  the  other  sidef  of  die  waggon, 
he  was  thrown  uncler  the  wheel ;  but  lye  had  the  presence  of 
mind  to  call  to  the  horses  to  stop^  which  they  did  in  a  moment ; 
and  thus  he  was  once  more  saved  from  instantaneous  death. 

But  it  was  wisely  reserved  for  the  last  month  of  his  existence 
to  prove  the  ^ruth  of  Mr.  Cowper's  beautiful  lines,  as  the  sequel 
will  shew  :  — 

•*  Safety  consists  not  in  escape 
From  dangers  of  a  frightful  shape  ; 
An  earthquake  may  be  bid  to  spare 
The  man  that*s  strangled  by  a  hair/* 

On  Lord's  Dav,  May  the  gth,  he  was  engaged  in  preachirti? 
at  Woburn.    His  morning's  discourse  was  foondea  en  PtaL 
XI.  G 
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Ixii.  8.  '^  Trust  in  him  at  all  titoef/'  &c. ;  and,  in  the  aftemomi^ 
he  preached  on  Heh.  iv.  9.  "  There  rcmaineth,  theicfore^  a 
rest/'  8cc.  He  vvasmuch  impressed  with  his  subjects;  and  the 
texts  are  remarkable,  if  coriaidei-ed  in  reference  to  his  affliction 
and  death.  After  service,  when  leaving  a  friend's  house,  his 
foot  slipped  Over  a  pebble :  he  fell,  and  found  his  right  leg  was 
broken!  Friendiv  and  surgical  assistance  being  at  hand,  his 
bone  wae  immediately  set.  jSo  alarming  symptoms  appeared, 
nor  even  the  least  tension  on  the  part ;  and,  during  three  weeks 
confinement,. his  lee:  was  healing  as  favourably  as  could  be  ex- 
pected ;  and  there  Vas  a  pleasing  prospect  of  his  returning 
shortly  to  his  anxious  family  :  but  that  was  not  permittedf,  till 
the  hearse  conveyed  his  corpse  to  them.  '  When  first  carried  to 
his  chamber,  he  repeatedly  said  the  affliction  would  be  »nta 
death,  and  expressed  a  desire  to  be  resigned.  Indeed,  through- 
out his  confinement,  he  manifested  great  resignation  of  spirit  to 
the  will  of  God.  He  could  leave  his  partner  and  children  in 
the  hand^  of  Him  who  is  ^^  the  Father  of  the  fatherless,  and 
Judge  of  the  widows."  He  particularly  rejoiced  in  the  thought 
that,  tliough  the  Lord  might  close  his  labours,  the  gospel  would 
still  be  preached  by  one  of  his  sons,  for  whom  he  poured  out 
many  prayers.  Tenderly  impressed  with  a  view  of  divine  good- 
ness, he  often  ex'clniiped,  "  Why  me  !  why  me  !  I  am  less  than 
the  least  of  all  thy  mercies."  He  expressed  great  aflfec- 
tion  ai)d  gratitude  to  his  friends  with  whom  he  abode;  and  his 
affectionate  and  impressive  benedictions  will  not  be  soon  for- 
gotten. A  young  friend  who,  having  derived  much  spiritual 
comfort  from  Mr.  Raban's  ministry>  very  kindly  attended  him 
through  his  confinement,  had  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  the 
spirituality  of  his  mind,  arut  of  supporting  him  in  his*  last 
moments.  Feeling  his  healtli  occasionally  interrupted,  Mr^ 
Haban  often  discoursed  to  his  attendant  op  divine  and  heavenlj 
topics;  and  what  he  said  evinced  the  humble,  the  affectionate, 
the  thankful,  the  resigned  Christian;  A  few  days  before  he' 
died,  alter  his  position  had  been  altered,  a  friend  congratulated 
him  on  it,  wheh  he,  surveying  himself,  said,  "I  lie  m  state;" 
atul  then,  with  a  land  of  prophetic  energy,  added,  '^  I  shall  lie 
in  stale  shcrtly."  To  hi^  family,  his  friends,  and  brethren  in  the 
ministry,  he  spoke  in  the  most  encouraging  manner.  About 
two  hours  before  hisd-ath,  after  having  heard  a  minister  speak 
of  the  success  which  attended  the  preaching  of  the  go<<pel  In 
neighbouring  places,  he  re[>lied,  with  strong  emphasis,  "  Go 
on  !  and  may  your  preaching  he  attended  wiili  power,  and  with 
the  lloJy  (ihosL  sent  down  from  above." 

In  the  cvenini?  of  May  the  3lst,  Mr.  Rabnn  was  discoursing  . 
with  his  yonuL;  fiiend,  i)n  the  employments  and  happiness  of 
Heaven;  and  on  the  incoikt  ivably  liappy  change  a  believing 
koul  wuakl  exjiCilfncc  when  dismissed  from  the  lH>dy ;  when  lo! 
in  a  few  miutiits,  the  glorious  mystery  he  had  been  contemplat- 
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ing  was  to  bjp  developed!  for,  soon  after  this,  he  wished  hU 
head  to  be  raised;  whigh  being  done,  he  siiddenlr  turned  pale^ 
became  speechless,  gasped,  gently  breatlied  for  a  short  time,  and 
tlien,  without  the  least  emotion,  expired ;  and  the  smile  left 
upon  his  countenance  most  emphatically  expressed  what  Dr. 
Watts  describes^, — 

*'  A  mortal  paleness  on  the  cheek,  but  glory  in  the  soul.'* 

Mr.  Raban  used  to  speak  of  death  as  an  object  of  dread  ;  not 
tis  to  its  future  consequences,  for  he  knev/in  whom  he  had  be- 
lieved; but  on  account  of  the  pangs"  he  should  feel  in  bidding 
adieu  to  his  connexions  in  life ;  and  expressed  awiih  that  his  de- 
parture might  be  sudden.  The  Lord  gave  him  the  end  he  de- 
su^  ;  a  happy  end  to  all  his  mortal  sorrows,  and  an  abundant 
entrance  into  his  kingdom  !" 

In  his  person,  Mr.  Raban  was  tall,  being  full  six  feet  high  ; 
of  an  athletic  habit  and  of  regular  features.  Excepting  the 
last  two  years  of  life,  he  enjoyed  good  health;  and,  though 
corpulent^  was  capable  of  great  activity  and  wearisome  em- 
ployments. Hb  perceptions  were  quick  ;  his  memory  strong  ; 
his  spirit  ardent  and  undaunted,  mingled  with  a  good  degree 
of  patience  and  perseverance.  In  fine,. he  enjoyed  a  union  of 
those  .good  qualities  which  rendered  his  life  highly  serviceable 
and  honourable  in  the  situation  where  Infinite  Wjsdom  had 
placed  him. 

As  concurring  testimonies  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  was 
held,  the  following  particulars  arc  subjoined  :  —  C^n  the  even- 
ing of  his  interment,  Mr.  Stephenson,  vicar  of  OIney,  preached 
on  Rev.  vii.  14.  "  These  are  they  which  came  out  of  great  tri- 
bulation," &c.     His  cordial  friend  Mr.  Hillyard  (the  independ- 
ent minister  of  that  place)  paid  a  tribute  to  his  memory  on 
Lord's  Day,  June  6th,   from  John  xi.  26.  *' Whosoever  hveth 
and  believeth,"  &c. :  and  in  the  evening  of  that  day,  his  fune- 
iral-discourse  was  preached  at  Olney,  by  Mr.  Bull,  senior,  /rom 
Heb.  iv.  9,  "There  remaineth,"  &c.    The  concourse  being 
too  great  for  the  meeting-house,  the  service  was  performe<i 
near  a  friend's  house  in  the  market-place.      The  mourn ful 
event,  and  the  very  serious  improvement  of  it,  made  the  scene 
as  solemn  as  any  place  of  worship  could  be.     Mr.  Bull  also  ad- 
dressed the  congregation  at  Yardfey,  on  the  following  'I'hurs- 
day,    in  a    veiy    impressive  manner,  from  2  Chron.  xxxii. 
33.  '^'And  all  Judah  and  Jerusitlera  did   hiih  honour  at  his 
death." — An  extract  from  this  excellent  discourse  shall  con- 
clude this  Memoir  ;  — 

^'  It  may  appear  needless  for  me  to  dwell  up«n  tl»€  character 
of  your  deceased  Pastor,  in  speaking  to  persons  who  have 
known  him  so  many  years;  but, I  believe,  very  few,  except  his 
own  family,  were  so  intimately  acquainted  with  him,  either  as 
a  man,  a  Christian,  or  a  minister.  He  had  long  be^.n  accus- 
tomed to  opeQ  his  mixid  freely  t(r  me  ;  and  I  have  ic^nuiLid, 
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that  those  who  best  knew  him,  esteemed  him  mo«t :  bo  I  am 
conscious,  the  more  I  saw  of  his  heart,  the  stronger  affection 
I  felt  for  him.  Few  persons  have  filled  up  a  greater  variety 
of  relations  in  hfe  than  our  departed  friend.  Early  habituated 
to  business,  his  increasing  family  and  peculiar  circumstances 
led  him  into  complicated  scenes  of  worldly  engagements ;  all 
of  w^hich,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledjje,  he  discharged-  with  un- 
blemished integrity  and  uncommon  disinterestedness.  In  such 
a  situation,  I  believe  no  man  ever  lived  wholly  without  censure, 
much  less  h  real  Christian  ;  and,  least  of  all,  a  minister  of  the 
gospel.  Enty  is  sure  to  attack  such  a  character,  on  one  side 
or  the  Other.  Failings,  from  which  the  best  of  men  are  Mvef 
exempt,  are  often  in  such  cases  dwelt  upon  "with  pleasure,  if 
not  magnified  with  diligence.  However,  1  can  truly  say,  diat 
scarcely  any  man  I  knew  had  fewer  Or  smaller  faults  th*an  my 
late  dear  friend.  Whatever  they  were,  they  rtiny  now  wo* 
perly  be  buried  with  him  ;—  while  his  good  works,  in  whicn  ht 
abounded  to  the  glory  of  Go^  and  good  of  men,  have  followed 
him  to  another  world.  His  disposition  as  a  man,  was  peaceable, 
loving,  and  friendly.  His  weepinc  family  bear  testimony  to 
his  peculiar  tenderness  and  love,  both  as  a  husband  and  parent. 
It  is  my  duty  to  unite  with  his  friends,  in  sneaking  of  that 
kindness  and  disinterestedness* with  which  ne  administered 
every  service  in  his  power  to  all  who  enjoyed  his  familiar  friend- 
$hip.  I  do.  not  doubt  but  the  town  of  Olney  will  miss  and  la* 
inent  him  ;  and  so  will  this  church  and  bongregation ;  and  I 
am  sure,  several  ministers  of  the  gospel  will  feel  the  wound 
deeply. 

'•His  hope  of  salvatiot)  was  firmly  grounded  on  the  I^ord  Jesui 
Christ;  — his  views  of  the  gospel  were  evangelical  and  clear  ; 
—  his  experience  deep  and  lively  ;•—  and  his  desires  after  real 
holiness  of  heart  and  life,  were  fetedfast  and  influential. 
While,  from  the  first  of  his  separation  from  the  Established 
church,  he  was  conscientious  and  firm  in  his  dissent,  no  per- 
son was  ever  more  removed  from  bigotry  towards  any  party. 
He  was  friendly  and  affectionate  to  pious  people  ,•  and  useful 
to  the  encoui^agemont  of  ministei*s  whose  judgment,  in  trivial 
matters,  differed  from  his  own.  Seldom  has  the  loss  of  one  in- 
dividual been  so  deeply  and  affectionately  felt  as  his  will  be,  on 
.this  account.  An* earnest  desire  to  be  useful  to  those  about, 
him,  strongly  markt?d  all  his  actions,  whether  it  respected  their 
temporal  or  spiritual  concerns.  It  is  no  wonder,  therefore,  that 
he  took  particular  delight  in  preaching  that  free  grace  which  he 
.  }iimself  pad  tasted  and  enjoyed.  To  this,  his  congre^tion  can 
bear  a  decided  testimony  ;  and,  1  hope,  my  dear  friends,  you 
will  prove  your  love  to  the  gospel,  which  so  long  has  beerf 
freely  preached  to  you,  by  your  exertions  for  its  cotttinuaiice, 
now  your  worthy  pastor  is  no  more.  '*  Remember  him  who 
lias  had  the  rule  over  you,  whose  faith'  follow,  considering  the 
pad  <^f  his  conversation.''.    He  is  gone  to  give  an  account  of. 
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ius  ministry ;  and  very  soon  you  must  follow  him.  to  give  your 
account  of  the  use  and  abuse  you  have  made  of  his  labours  of 
loye.  How  happy  are  those  who  went  before  him  to  glory  ! 
—  and  how  happy  will  it  be  tor  you  if  you  follow  after! 

"  As  to  hii  family,  prucUince,  tenderness,  and  love,  say, '  Be 
sparing !'  I  commit  them  all  to  the  support  of  his  Lord  and 
their  Cord,  to  his  God  and  d^eir  God.  His  dying  prayer  for  his 
son  in  tlie  ministry^  was,  that  he  might  be  kept  in  a  bumble  and 
faitliful  attachment  to  the  trutlis  of  the  gospel  ;  and  u>  thi&  I 
add  my  hearty  Amen  ! 

"  Upon  the  whole,  there  might  be  some  tilings  in  bis  ex- 
ample for  us  to  avoid  ;  but  I  am  sure,  there  were  many  for  us 
to  imitate.  His  happy  spirit  is  now,  doubtless,  betore  tiie. 
throne^  enjoying  the  friendship  of  his  companion  and  fellow- 
labourer  Mjr.  Perry.  Now  their,  labours  are  ended  in  the  en- 
joyment of  that**  rest  which  remains  for  the  people  of  G^d  1'* 

•*# There  on  a  green  and  floWry  mount, 

"  Their  weary  spirits  sit ; 
<*  And,  with  transporting  joy,  recount 

«  The  labours  of  their  feet !" 


ON  THE  COMMUNION  OF  THE  SALVTS 

IN  HEAVEN: 

Jh  Original  Letter  from  the  late  Rev.  Edz::ard  Hitckin,  B.  iX 

Dear  Brother  Joseph, 

I  AM  a  poor  correspondent;  I  do  not  deserve  the  name. 
You  will  pardon  me,  so  will  brother  Will ;  whom  1  have  Ui*t'd 
the  worst  m  the  whole  family.  No  more  of  this, —  time  is  pre- 
cious. I  have  had  my  mind  much  exercised  on  the  fauiiiy- 
account,  at  F — d :  —  you  have  all  been  sorely  visited.  We,  m 
London,  sq  closely  and  aftectionately  connected,  have  been 
greatly  afflicted  with  the  afflictions  you  have  felt.  The  deaths 
of  our  two  sisters  are  such  strokes  of  Providence,  that. I  hopo 
the  whole  familv  will  see  thena  to  be  the  most  mcrcilul  inter- 
positions of  a  Father's  hand.  There  is  nothing  useless  in  the 
system  of  nature,  —  not  one  atom  but  serves  an  iniporlant  <!e- 
wgn.  How  much  more  does  every  providence  answer  tl»c 
grand  design  of  grace  !  Our  two  sisters  have  the  pn'ze  !  the 
race  is  run.  She  who  started  last,  by  ten  yeais,  j^ot  to  the 
goal  first.  They  are  now  together  at  rest,  wearing  the  croun 
ofglory;  —  admiring  the  wonders  of  the  Lamb  on  Mount 
.  Sion  ;  —  conversing  m  a  manner  suitable  to  their  new  mode  of 
existence:  of  which  existence  zse  have  not  luiy  adequate  idea. 
This  brings  me  to  your  question  proposed,  Wr.  Whether  I 
tbint,  !)■"■—  and  M— —  (known  on  earth  by  those  names) 
are  acquainted?    and   whet)aer    they    converbc   ti)g<.ther    ir> 
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Heaven,  as  those  who  were  intimate  when  rn  the  body  ?  t- 
frecfly  answer,  I  believe  they  do.  —  My  reasons  for  believing 
this,  will  fill  up  the  rest  of  my  paper.  — 

1st,  From  tn at  connexion  which  providence  has  with  gracfc. 
1  believe,  dear  brother,  you  are  happily  persuaded,  that  provi- 
dences are  all  waiting  upon  Gpd's  everlasting  purposes  or  good 
to  his  church.     If  we  consider   the  purpose  of  grace  towards 

*the  church,  made  known  in  the  promise  which  Jehovah,  in 
the  covenant,  gave  our  ftther  Abiaham,  we  are  led  intothe  most 
delightful  mazes  of  Providence,  which  opened  a  way  for  all  the 
glory  that  appears  in  our  salvation  by  the  true  Isaac  now. 
Yea,  from  the  declaration  oftlie  first  promise  *,  Providence 
was  the  grand  pioneer  ^  and  ten  thousand  minute  circum- 
stances  concurred  to  bring  about  the  most  blessed  period  for 
sinful  guilty  man  ; —  when  the  man  Christ  Jesus,  the  promised 
seed,  united  to  Jehovah,  the  Second  Person,'said, "  It  is  finish- 
ed f."  If  we  consider  the  individuals  of  the  Lord's  people, 
every  child  of  God  must  stand  and  admire  those  providences 
which,  under  the  influence  of  the  Holy 'Ghost,  have  con  cuire^ 
to  bring  about  good  to  his  soul.  How  great  the  variety  of  those 
providences  wl\ich  bring  poor  sinners  under  the  word  !  The 
acquaintance  we  have  in   this  world,  as  Christians,  is  intro- 

'  duced  and  brought  about  by  Providence  ;  and  noticing  i^  more 
remarkkble,  in  the  course  of  Providence,  than  the' way  in  which 
we  become  intimate.  Now  then,  let  us  see  what  all  this  has  to 
do  with  our  point ;  —  how  this  is  an  argument  to  prove.  That 
those  who  are  acquainted  here,  who  converse  much  together, 
shall  know  each  othcy  in  glory.  If  grace  and  providence  are 
thus  connected,  as  we  see  them  to  be  here,  we  cannot,  in  the 
next  world,  admire  the  plan  of  grace  without  a  retrospection 
on  providence.     It  is  impossible  to  adore  the  love  of  each  perr 

'  son  in  the  blessed  Trinity,  in  the  world  above,  without  the  re- 
coflectioo  of  the  means  which  were  blessed  tons  on  earth.  For 
instance.  If  a  person,  going  on  in  the  full  career  of  sin,  is  by 
a  kind  friend  as  an  ins^rumentj  led  to  hear  the  pure  truth, 
which  that  friend,  by  an  ailectionate  address  in  conversation,/ 
improves  to  such  an  a(ivanta<je,  that  the  person  is  enabled  to 
behcve  and  love  him  who  styles  hi»2iself  The  Tmth,  must  not 
that  instmment  be  recollected  with  admiration  and  gratitude  in 
the  world  of  glory  ?     Surely. 

The  land  ot  Canaan  was  a  type  of  Heaven, — it  was  the  typi- 
cal rest.  In  that  typical  rest  they  were  to  admire  the  way  in 
and  by  which  God  brought  them  there ;  for  this  reason,  they 
had  those  very  ordinances  which  pointed  back  to  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances which  attended  them  from  the  time  they  were  in 
Egypt  to  the  blessed  time  of  their  settlement  in  the  Land  "of 
Promise:  Those  very  ordinances,  which  were  significative  of 
heMVeuly  and  earthly  things^  and  pointed  directly  to  the  person 

•  G€n.  iii,  15.  t  John  W^*  l^% 
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»nd  offices  of  the  Messiah,  were  of  such  a  nature^  as  to  bring 
to  their  remembrance  the  place^  the  time^  and  circmnstanoes 
ot'God's  providing^  dehvering,  or  helping.  Now,  dear  brother, 
what  must  the  inference  be?  viz.  That  in  the  true  Canaan,  the 
saints  at  rest  arc  looking  back  on  the  various  appearances  of 
divine  Providence  in  connexion  with  grace,  and  hereby  ascribe 
fresh  glory  to  their  Royal  Priest  on  his  throne ! 

Did  not  divine  Providence  bring  our  two  sisters  into  very, 
close  alliance  ?  Were  they  not  helpers  of  each  other's  faith? 
Did  they  not  unbosom  themselves  to  each  otlxer  f  Were  they 
not  in  a  most  peculiar  manner,  by  Providence,  brought  together 
just  before  they  left  this  poor  world  ?  Was  it  not  the  grandest 
and  most  important  providence  our  dear  D— —  ever  met  with> 
that  she  should  go  upon  a  visit  to  her  dear  friend,  to  die  witU 
her?  No^less  grand  than  it  is  affecting!  Not  man^  weeks 
after,  our  valuable  sister  follows  her !  Surely  then,  if  grace* 
and  prbvidence  are  admired  in  tliese  connexions,  they  are 
both  admiring  that  providence  which  introduced  thehr  joy^ 
that  awaited  oii  them  by  their  Lord's  order,  aiul  opened  the 
door  out  of  this  world  into  Heaven ;  that  providence  which 
makes  us  weep  behind,  beyond  doubt,  is  a  part  of  their  song ! 
This  is  my  first  reason  the  connexions  of  Providence  has  with 
grace. 

2d,  From  the  fellowship  of  the  saints.  The  fellowship  of  the 
saints  is  too  little  attended  to  at  this  day ;  the  reason  of  it  i^ 
Christians  are  carnal,  proud^  and  selfish.  What  are  .we  to 
.understand  by  the  fellowship  of  the  saints  ?  The  same  as  com- 
munion :  a  partdking  together ;  yea,  having  that  communion 
together  as  the  different  members  of  the  body  have  one  with  the 
other.  You  will  ask  me  here.  Does  not  this  prove  too  much  ? 
By  this  you  may  infer,  that  all  the  happv  spirits  in  glpry  must 
know  each  other!  No;  |  am  firSt  speaking  of  communion  ia 
geperal.  There  are  two  points  of  view,  in  which  I  look  at 
commuhion,'i?ir.  1st,  General.  What  I  mean  by  general  is, 
that  there  is  fellowship  between  the  saints  that  know  not  each 
other's  pers6tis  but  as  they  have  one  comn^op  head,  — •  bap- 
tized with  the  same  Spirit,  —  hearing  of  each  other's  faith  and 
walk, — and  love  each  other  for  Christ  s  sake.  Thus  is  the  com- 
munion of  the  churches  maintained  in  this  world.  How  far, 
or  how  universal  the  acquaintance  saints  have  above,  is  too 
deep  a  subject  for  our  finite  line  to  fathom. — £d.  There  is  a  spe- 
cial communion.  ^  By  this  means  cooves  the  peculiar  enjoyment 
believers  have  of  Christ  in  intimate  converse  and  acquaintance 
with  each  other,  whereby  the  holy  flame  of  love  is  kindled,  and 
they  become,  as  it  woi*to,  one  !  They  are  like  J)avid  and  Joua- 
tlian  ;* —  tiius  were  our  two  sisters'.  The  aixHlle  Paul  was  par- 
tjculiift^ly  concerned,  that  the  churches  should,  in  their  distinct 
communities^  ci>py  the  fellowship ;  and,  therefore^  expres-sci 
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himself  thtts  ♦  :  ''  Tl^at  their  hearts  might  be  comforted,  being 
knit  together  in  love  "  The  idea  of  being  knit  iaextreftiely  apt. 
'  3okm%oti,  in  his  book  of  Proverbs,  setteth  forth  the  nature  of 
spiritual  communion  l^  a  very  striking  i<lea  :  +  '^  Iron  sharpen- 
^hiroh/8cc.  The  word  does-not  signify,  in  tlie  ori^iml,  fo 
sharpcH,  —  nor  does  iron  sharpen  iron  :  it  signifies,  ^e  unite  ; 
T^hich  no  metal  will  do  besides  iron,  without  it  is  melted.  This 
may,  by  some,  be  umlerstood  as  a  itiorai  h^t^t  or  proverb ;  but 
I  am  sure  it  most  beautifully  illustrates  the  true  effects  of  spirit- 
ual eiMnmnnion.  Now  1  argtie  thus : — If  so  much  of  the  be- 
liever's happiness  appears  to  be  in  the  sweet  felbwship  saints 
ha^e  together  on  earth,  while  their  love  turns  towards  each 
ether  UK  the  1o\t  of  Christ  spreads  in  their  hearts,  how  m^ch 
greater  their  happ'mess  when  their  capacities  will  be  refined,  and 
tlte  powers  of  i^ection  perfectly  clear !  Surely,  if  divine  felfow- 
iliip  here,  is  thte  pledge  of  that  lellowship  saints  will  have  in  the 
immediate  presence  of  a  covenant  God,  it  appears  plain,  that 
•Uch  as  enjoyed  sweet  fellowship  together  nere,  will  know 
line  another  in  Heaven. 

.S<tly,  I  apprehend,  another  reason  for  this  knowledge  saints, 
m  Heaven  nave  of  each  other,  is  the  answer  of  those  prayers, 
•r  rather  answers  to  those  prayers,  they  did  not  live  to  see  ans- 
wered in  this  world.  This  thought  lo  me,  appears  as  rational 
as  it  is  pleasing.  Answers  to  the  prayer  of  faith  will  aggran- 
Ajce  the  joy  of  the  saints  in  glory  ;  they  will  illustrate  tne  so- 
▼eieignly  of  grace,  the  efficacy  of*  the  blood  of  the'  New  Testa- 
ment, and  no  Jens  the  wisdom  of  the  adorable  Trinity  !  1*he 
tender  parent  (tften  wets  his  pillow  with  tears  cff  love  fm*  a  child 
of  many  prayers,  in  whom  Chiist  seems  not  to  dwell  by  hi» 
Spirit.  Ah  !  dear  brother,  many  of  the  Lord's  j>eople  have  had 
no-other  distress  upon  their  (!eath-be<iH,  than  the  conHi^deratioa 
of  their  not  having  hved  to  see  an^*\vcrs  to  their  pravers  tbr.the 
conversion  of  their  cliildren ;  but  aftej  their  bodies  are  locked 
«p  in  the  silence  of  the  grave '(perhnp^  many  years  after)  thoscr 
diildren,  in  answer  to  the  crii's  of  their  parents  faith,  are  en- 
abled to  rejoice  in  the  God  of  Abraham,  and  are  made  emii>ent 
in  the  servic^e  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ !— Now,  as  with  annwei-a 
of  prayer  the  glory  and  8overeii::nty  of  grace  are  connected  in 
a  very  extraordinary  manner,  it  appenrs  to  me  evident,  that 
in  Heaven  llie  saint  will  know  him  that  stood  in  the  relation  of 
a  cliild  to  him,  tor  whom  he  hath  wrestled  with  a  prayer- 
hearing  God  !  O  !  such  a  meeting  in  Ileaven  speak?;  forth  the 
grandeur  of  God's  sovereign  purpose.',  which  he  keeps  secret 
irom  us  till  we  get  home  ! 

4thly,  I  would  mention  some  passages  of  Scripture,  Mhirh  • 
Ipake  the  point  very  plain  to  me.     How   we   shall   know  one 
another  is  not  our  engi^iry,  nor  does  Scripture  afTord  us  any 

*  a  Colj^ii^  f  Prov.  xxvii,  17. 
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Iiglit  lAto  it;  we  should  be  silent  about  what  is  hoi  to  be 
gathered  from  the  written  word.  Tiicglorv  of  the  bod j  at  the 
resurrection,  is  summed  up  in  this,  viz.  That  it  will  be  like^ 
Ciuist^  immortal  oniocorruptible,  &c.  Though  we  do  not  knoW' 
hotsr  this  knowledge  is,  it  appears  that  they  have  it.  .  For  in-^ 
stance*^  vou  find  the  disciples,  Peter,  James,  and  John,  knew^ 
Moses  and  Elias.  How  did  they  know  it  was  Elias  ?  It  is  rery 
true,  the  disciples  were  overcome  with  the  sight,— and  no  won- 
der; but  yet,  ifl  tlie  body,  in  tlie  weiikness  of  the  flesbt  they^ 
on  this  extraordinary  occasion,  were  made  to  know  these  two 
witnesses  ofMessiali!  If  so,  how  reasonable  to  believe,  our 
knowledge  above  will  be  suitable  to  such  a  description  as  this, 
j^gain,  i*  the  apostle  expresses  that  joy  and  delight  he  would 
(with  the  ministers  of  Christ)  have  in  the  day  ofihe  Lord*  when, 
chose  be  had  been  instrumental  of  eood  to,  should  appear  a» 
monuments  of  the  same  grace.  lie  maist  then  have  some 
knowledge  of  them.  Yea,  some  whom  he  never  knew  in  the 
body,  he  will  then  be  made  to  know  as  bis  own  children  1  If 
soy  with  respect  to  ministers  and  their  spiritual  chiidreo,  why 
not  (for  we  may  argue  from  the  greater  to  the  lesser)  as  w^  have 
before  considered;  with  respect  to  sucJi  as  have  been  instru- 
ments of  good  to  eiich  other,  and  helpers  of  each  other*s  faiths 
&c.  1  iHjlieve  one  reason  why  Scripture  does  not  often  men- 
tion this  knowledge  is,  that  we  may  not  become  even  carnal 
in  our  views  and  hopes  of  lieaveu  ;  because  the  6od-man  i% 
tlie  center  of  glory  and  happiness  above :  and  all  that  knowledge 
saints  have  of  each  other  is,  to  increase  tlieir  love  to  him,  and 
(if  I  may  s/»  express  mysell")  swell  the  note.s  of  those  two  song:} 
which  are  sung  in  Heaven,  that  of  Alosea,  and  tlicot  of  tlie 
Lamb.  Once  more, ;{:  John  had  a  sight  of  such  a&  came  out 
of  great  tribulation*  [t  appears,  from  that  part  of  bis  vision> 
that  he  was  entertained  with  company  who  once;  suifered  to^ 
getlier,  and  now,  with  their  tears  wiped  by  the  same  hand,  are 
joining  their  praises  tc^ether !  How  far  this  text  illustrates  the 
point,  I  leave  with  you  to  judge. 

Lastly,  I  look  upon  Luke  x«i.  19— ^8*  as  a  strong  argument  to 
my  purpose ;  because  it  illustrates  (and  illustration  b  tite  design 
of  a  parable)  the  assertion,  that  separate  spirits  know  each  other 
in  the  world  to  come  :— -if  among  the  damned,  certainly  among 
the  blessed  !  Now  I  ask,  \V  hat  made  the  rich  man  so  desirous 
that  one  might  testify  unto  his  brethren,  lest  they  also  should 
come  into  that  place  of  torment?  Was  it  from  brotherly  love 
and  affection  ?  Was  it  because  they  should  not  be  miserable  ? 
If  so,  a  good  principle,  a  good  desire,  is  supposed  to  be  in 
Hell;  which  is  a  pturadox.  The  reason  was,  their  coming; 
would  aggravate  his  torment,  and  increase  the  ilame  of  hi» 

*  Mat.  jvit.  4«  f  1  Thes.  ij.  t9|  ^.         %  Re?  Til,  14. 

XI.  H 
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misery.    This  shews  tis.  therefore,  that  the  misery  of  the  un- 
happy sinners  who  die  out  of  Christ,  is  aggravated  by  each  ' 
other's  former  acquaintance ;  and,  having  be^h  temptations  to 
each  other  in  tlie  ways  of  Satan,  are  tormentors  of  one  an- 
other.   If  so,  how  plain  the  reverse  in  the  world  of  bliss ! 

E.  H. 


SECOND  LETTER  FROM  DR,  FRANKLIN 
TO  THE  REV.  MR.  WHITEFIELD. 

Dear  Sir,  New  York,  July  2,  1756. 

I  RECEIVED  your  favour  of  the  24th  of  February  with  great 
pleasure,  as  it  informed  me  of  your  welfare,  and  expressed  your 
continued  regard  for  me.  I  thank  you  for  the  pamphlet  you 
inclosed  to  me.  As  we  had  just  observed  a  provincial  fast  on 
the  same  occasion,  I  thought  it  very  seasonable  to  be  published 
in  Pennsylvania;  and  accordingly  reprinted  it  immediately. 

Yoti  mention  your  frequent  wish  that  you  were  a  chaplain  to 
an  American  army.  I  sometimes  wish  that  you  and  I  were 
jointly  employed  by  the  crown  to  settle  a  colony  on  the  OI||o. 
1  imagine  that  we  could  do  it  effectually,  and  without  puttmg 
the  nation  to  much  expence ; — but  I  fear  we  shall  never  be 
called  upon  for  such  a  service.  What  a  glorious  thing  it  w#uld 
be,  to  settle  in  that  fine  country  a  large,  strong  body  of  religious 
«nd  industrious  people !  What  a  security  to  the  other  colonies, 
and  advantage  to  Britain,  by  increasing  her  people,  territory, 
strength,  and  commerce !  Might  it  not  greatly  facilitate  the 
introduction  of  pure  religion  among  the  heathen,  if  we  could, 
by  such  a  colony,  shew  them  a  better  simple  of  Christians 
than  they  commonly  see  in  our  Indian  traders?  the  most  vicious 
and  abandoned  wretches  of  our  nation  !  Life,  like  a  dramatic 
piece,  should  not  only  be  conducted  with  regularitjr,  but,  mcr 
thinks,  it  should  finish  handsomely.  Being  now  in  the  last 
kct,  I  begin  to  cast  about  for  something  fit  to  end  with.  Or, 
if  mine  be  more  properly  compared  to  an  epigram,  as  some  of 
its  lines  are  but  barely  tolerable,  I  am  very  desirous  of  conr 
eluding  with  a  brijght  point.  Iri^  such  an  enterprise  1  could 
spend  the  remainckr  of  life  with  pleasure :  and  I  firmly  believe 
God  would  bless  us  with  success,  if  we  undertook  it  with  a  sin- 
cere regard  to  Kis  honour,  the  service  of  our* gracious  king,  and 
(which  IS  the  same  thino;)  the  public  good. 

1  thank  you  cordially  for  your  generous  benefaction  to  the 
German  schools.  They  go  on  pretty  well ;  and  will  do  better,, 
when  Mr.  Smith,  who  has  at  present  the  principal  care  of  them, 
shall  learn  to  mind  party-writing  and  party-politics  less,  and 
his  ^bper  bWfn^ss  more ;  which;  I  hope,  time  will  bring  about. 
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I  thajik  you  for  yoUr  good  wishes  and  prayers ;  and  am,  with 
the  greatest  esteem  and  affection, 

Dear  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  bumble  Servant, 

B.  Franklin. 
My  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Whitefidd. 


ON  THE  PROPER  IMPROVEMENT  OF  j 

SOCIAL    PRAYER. 

Sir,  To  the  Editor. 

It  has  often,  and,  I  tbink,  very  justly,  been  laid,  that 
prayer  is  the  breath  of  spiritual  life.  No  time  is  so  important 
as  that  which  is  spent  in  intercourse  with  God :  in  no  other  en- 
gagement is  the  manner  in  which  our  minds  are  employed  of 
equal  consequence.  It  is  necessary  to  keep  this  in  remem^ 
brance,  when  we  converse  in  secret  with  our  heavenly  Father ; 
it  is  not  less  so,  when  we  join  with  fellow  Christians  in  }>ubUo, 
domestic,  or  occasional  aevotion.  A  great  majority  of  your 
readers,  I  trust,  are  often  called  to  unite  in  that  kind  of  worship 
which  is  conducted  by  one  amon^  them  for  the  profit  of  the 
rest*  Those  of  tbem  who,  in  pubhc  prayer,  are  accustomed  to 
the-form  of  sound  words  prescribed  by  the  reUgious  establish* 
oient  of  this  country,  are  nevertheless,  probably,  used,  in  tamily- 
worship,  to  follow  the  effusions  of  the  heart,  offered  up  by  those 
who  are  charged,  not  only  with  supplying  their  temporal  wants, 
but  likewise,  m  a  ereat  measure,  with  the  care  of  their  souls. 
Many  of  your  readers  are,  doubtless,  almost,  strangers  to  any 
.other  social  prayer  than  that  which  is  conducted,  without  a  pre- 
meditated form,  bv  one  person,  in  the  name  of  odiers  present* 

Being  myself  mvoured  with  frequent  opportunities,  both  of 
leading  and  of  following  others  in  united  prayer,  I  have  been 
convinced,  by  experience,  that  it  is  fai*  more  difficult  to  wor- 
ship spiritually  in  the  latter  case,  than  in  the  former*  When 
speaking  in  prayer,  the  necessity  of  fixed  and  connected 
thought  affords  a  help  to  devotion ;  for  want  of  which,  the 
mind,  when  committed  to  tlie  guidance  of  another,  is  often 
wandering  or  listless.  In  conversation  with  friends,  I  have 
learned  that  this  was  their  experience  also ;  and  such  a  degree 
of  observation,  as  x^annot  easily  be  avoided  in  dissenting  con- 
gregations, is  sufficient  to  excite  an  apprehension,  that  the  do- 
^ct  is  too  general.  However  spiritual  and  well  qualified  the 
minister  may  be  for  conducting  the  devotions  of  an  assembly^ 
it  is  obvious,  that  many  present  are  rather  inattentive  hearers 
th«n  fervent  fellow-worshippers. 

H^ 
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[  bnvc  never  met  witli  u  publication  in  which  the  spiritiral 
fraprovemcnt  of  social  worshii)  is  more  profitably  treated,  thati 
one  on^  public  jmiyer,  published  by  Buckland  in  1760;  whidt 
is  noWy  t  believe,  very  gi^yrce.  A  porti<Hi  of  it,  which  relates* 
to  tine  ptof>t^r  44ctings  of  the  soul  In  those  who  join  public 
prayer,  has  been  peculiarly  useful  to  tiie,  an<I  to  others  with 
whom  I  have  converged  on  ihc  subject.  At  the  desire  of  oilp 
of  those  friends,  who  hoped  it  ini^t  be  of  general  benefit,  f 
inclose  to  you  tlie  following  extracts. .  llieiiuthors  (i*or  I  un- 
derstand*it  to  have  been  thejoint  composition  of  two  res{>ectable 
ministers)  recommcntd, 

"  1st,  To  fix  or  engasje  ourifjooght,*  in  such  a  manner,  aa 
to  go  along  with  the  prayer  of  tlie  common  speaker,  A  roving 
ttjinti,  or  fancy,  iri  ftiil  cbacc  after  v^iri  and  carnal  thinj^  ut- 
terly mars  the  best  worded  prayer ;  yea,  render*  it  a  heap 
of  shameful  ab^aidiiies  aad  prophaneness  in  the  eye  and 
esteem  of  tbcheart^scarehing  Cod.*'— Some  in^nccsarc  then 
produfxd,  of  the  manner  in  which  anuiAliug  imagination  may 
/iistortand  pervert  a  leadmg  expression  of  the  speaker,  by.  con- 
necting it  with  worldly  and  trifling  objects;  and  the  writer  pro- 
ceeds ^*  What  a  ridiculous  pmfeine  medley  is  pcayer,  whenitt- 
termingled  with  snct  cariud  thoughts  as  these !  /Wbo  durst 
/)ffer>jpsuch  a  prayci'  to  God,  if  the  whdc  of  it  Mere  clotheil 
'U\  wmds  ?  Hut  docfc  not  every  carnal  woi^htpper  bring  as-ab- 
-surd  a  modley-oflSfjring  as  this  before  God,  \n  almost  every 
■prayer  he  joins  m  3  God  grant  thii  familiar  representation  may 
"male  us  asham«doi*  every  thing  like  it,  and  for  ever  deter  us 
iVom  it! 

**  But  how  much  sooner  may  an  evil  erf  this  sort  be  seen  and 
'disapproved,  than 'redressed  1  In  nothing  is  the  corruption  and 
^eaboi^ss  of  the  human  nature  more  lamentid)Iy  experienced, 
thali  in  depravi^  and  ungovemablenes^  of  tb6  thoughts  in 
devotioiMil  exercises*.  When  the  soul  should  rise  to  God  in 
(prayer,  Kow  ot>en  (|oth  it  send  forth  swaims  of  vain  thonghts^ 
w  hti4),  like  loctiHts  out  of  the  bottomless  pit,  hang  in  clusters 
upon  eac*h  praying  Request!  To  ex^el  them  cft'ectually,  is  a 
more  diflicult  :task  tiian  Abraham  undertook,  in  driving  away 
those  numerous  flocks  of  prt^y  whieJi  darted  down  upon  his  sa- 
crifices;  but  it  must  be  done,  if  we  wotild  uiot.  have  those  holy 
•ofl'ering>»whidi  we  bring  to  God's  altoft*  devomed  before  our  veiy* 
i>ices,  by  th«H?  veruiiu  ofl'spring  of  the  bean.  Let  our  Chris- 
•tian  zealj  thererure,  arm  itself  with  the  utmost  resohrtion  and 
vafchfulaesH  ag;nn>i  fhe«e  sacrilegiotis  enemies,  which  would 
flt  oi>ce  rob  Gud  of  his  due,  and  our  own  souls  of  all  edificatiott 
and  bcnrtit  by  nrayer.  When  we  find  our  heart?  overpowered 
bv  thcj^e  iniiucfers.  Jet  us  lift  up  a,  secret  cry  to  Heaven,  and 
cliil  Omnipotence  to  our  hclp.:-*»  "  O  Lord^  1  am  oppressed; 
undertake  for  me  !"  . 
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'^  At  the  begianing  of  every  praying  exercise,  let  us  endea- 
vour, after  «ucn  an  ^wfnl  sense  of  the  omnipresence  and  omni- 
science of  the  divine  Majesty,  that  our  hearts  may  not  dare  to 
play  ihe  fool  before  Him.  fn  the  process  of  this  duty,  persons 
of  \Teak  capacities  will  find  it  a  singular  help  to  fix  then: 
'thoughts,  and  keep  up  their  attei>tion  through  every  partoftlie 
exercise,  it*  they  fi)llo\v  each  word  iu  tlie  speaker's  prayer  with 
the  silent  lani^uairo  of  tlieir  lips.     -Ag.iin,  In  order  to  render 

E raver  a  delightful,  profitable,  or  eVen  practicafclc  service,  tljfe 
eart  must  be  previously  fmctured  with  a  spirit  of  true  piety 
and  devotion.  'JFor  how  can  spiritual  tlioughts  flow  from  a 
carnal  heart  ?  *^  Doth  a  fountain  send  forth,  at  the  same  place, 
sweet  water  ami  bitter  r  Finally,  If  we  woUld  more  easily  and 
effectually  fasten  our  thoughts  to  spiritual  things  in  our  pubKc 
devotiomt,  we  must  habitunte  ourselves  to  a  spiritusU  t^rain  of 
thinking  hi  common  life.  If  vain,  worldly,  sensual  thought* 
(Oh  !  dreadful  consideration  !)  fill  our  whole  mind$  all  the  six 
days,  it  will  almost  be  impossible  to  clear  the  room  all  at  once, 
and  find  it  filled  with  such  contrary  guests  as  lioly  and  spirit- 
ual thoughts  in  God's  house  of  prayer." 

It  is  obvious,  that  the  tenor  of  our  daily  thoughts  will  have 
a  proportionate  influence  on  domestic  devotion.  The  limits  of 
your  Magazine  can  only  adufa  an  abstract  from  the  substance 
of  what  remains.  The  writer  iucolcates^  Cdly,  The  necessity  of 
an  exercise  of  spiritual  aflections  in  prayer.  To  understand, 
and  to  accoiujiany  with  our  thoughts,  the  prayer  we  haw  an- 
other offer  up,  is  not  praying,  except  jt  be  attended  with  the 
fervent  desires  of  ourhearu.  ITius  th^  breathings,  the  nant- 
ings,  the  pourii^s  out  of  the  heart  and  soul  before  the  Lord, 
are  exemplified  in  the  Scriptures.  "  The  heart  of  him  who 
silently  joins  in  prayer,  should  be  in  as  much  active  motion  a* 
the  lips  of  the  speaker,  Wlien  he  offers  adoration  to  God,  we 
.  should  not  only  think  of  the  Divine  Being  .and  attributes,  b^it 
be  affifcted  witJi  admiration  and  reverence.  When  sin  is  con- 
fessed, our  hearts  should  be  filled  with  humiliiUion  and  grief; 
and  in  thanksgivijig,  will*  love,  hojie,  and  joy." 

3dly,  There  is  a  language  of  the  soul  r<»quisite  to  interniJ 
prayer.  "It  consists  not  only  in  making  the  several  expres- 
sions of  the  common  speaker  their  own,  but  in  yielding  an 
assent  at  the  conclusion  of  each  sentence ;"  till  then,  wr  emi- 
not 'be  certain  of  it.s  full  import.  .Short  ejaculations,  or  even  a 
fervent  amen  !  silently  uttered  (to  avoid  disturbing  ihedevotiorj 
of  fellgw- worshipper'^)  should  second  eaeli  afl'ccting  clause.  To 
fix  our  v^vn  attention  and  excite  our  afl'ectioiis  ^vc  niuy  imitate 
Hannah,  whose  "  lips  moved,  though  lur  voice  was  not  lit  i.rd" 
even  to  whisper. 

After  recommending  a  dependence  on  the  influenrc  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  not  upon  the  coircclties?  ot  elocpunee  of  uord>; 
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and  on  the  intercession  of  our  glorious  Hi^h  Priest^  instead  of 
tlie  acceptance  of  the  speaker,  before  God,  tne  writer  closes  with 
•  a  directiou,  that "  social  prayer  should  be  always  attended  with 
social  di8|K)sitions."  Our  views  must  notterminate  in  ourselves, 
when  joining  in  prayer  with  others.  The  design  of  social  wor- 
ship is,  to  draw  our  hearts  nearer  to  each  other,  ^s, well  as  to 
Godi  "  A  harmony  of  hearts  is  more  necessary  in  publip 
prayer,  tlian  a  harmony  of  voices  in  public  praise/.!  Whea 
Christians  join  in  worship,  they  shoula  cherish  mutual  peace, 
brotherly  Jove,,  and  sympathy.  ''  If  we  feel  not  for  each 
other  as  for  ourselves ;  if  we  do  not  cordially  desire  the  wel- 
fare of  all  our  fdlow-worshippers  as  we  do  our  own,—- we  cannot 
sincerely  join  in  putting  up  one  general  prayer,  in  which  we 
request  the  very  same  favours  for  them  that  we  do  for  our- 
selves." •  I 

If  the  preceding  extracts  are  acceptable,  I  may,  perhaps,  in 
future  add,  from  the  same  work,  some  advice  to  those  who 
conduct  social  prayer,  for  the  performance  of  that  duty,  in 
such  a  manner  as  may  be  best  adapted  to  the  profit  of  persons 
%ho  joia  wilh  them  in  worship.  Rabkasheb* 


OTJERIfiS    AND    OBSERVATIONS 

ON  THE  PERMISSION  OF  SIN. 


.  Is  it  to  be  supposed,  that  the  first  and  chief  Being  is  bound 
to  do  all  he  possibly  can  to  prevent  the  existence  of  cfvil,  both 
natural  and  moral: 

If  so,  —  then,  since  evil  does  exist,  we  must  suppose,  either 
that  he  was  not  almighty,  or  not  infinitely  wise,  and  so  could 
not  have  prevented  its  existence ;  or  else  that,  through  a  defect 
of  goodness,  he  forbore  to  exert  himself  to  prevent  its  exist- 
eiice,  when  he  was  well  able  to  have  hindered  it  from  taking 
piace. 

Yea,  if  it  be  supposed  that  the  Supreme  Being  is  absolutely 
bound  to  prevent  tne  existence  of  moral  evil,  then  (unless  we 
admit  that  it  may  have  taken  place  altogether  against  his  will) 
there  can  be  no  such  thing  as  moral  government:  for,  by  the 
supposition,  no  being  can  be  under  law  but  the  Supreme  Being; 
forasmuch  as,  it  is  supposed,  that,  if  any  being  aoes  amiss,  it 
must  be  his  fault  to  let  him  do  it. 

But,  if  the  Supreme  Being  be  not  bound  to  prevent  the  exist- 
euce  of  evil,  then  surely  it  is  infinitely  better  for  him  to  regulate, 
and  5ct  exact  limits  to  the  whole  business,  than  for  it  to  be  un- 
der no  contioul,  or  to  be  under  the  controul  of  inferior  beings. 

L^t  me  appeal  to  any  intelligent  being  who  has  the  least  con- 
fidence. i:<  th^  vvisdoa>  anij  gpodness  of  the  Most  High^-— Since  , 
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yon  find  evil  does  exist,  what  supposition  would  afford  you  the 
most  satisfaction  ? 

That  it  exists  altogether  against  the  will  of  God,  through  his- 
not  having  power  or  wisdom  sufficient  to  prevent  it  ?  and  that, 
now  it  does  exist,  he  can  only  do  his  best  to  check  and  restrain^ 
and  at  length  to  conquer  it ;  in  which  he  will,  it  is  hoped,  sue* 
ceed  at  last  ? 

Or,  that  it  exists  by  his  wise  permission,  and  under  his  abso* 
lute  controul ;  and  will,  contrary  to  its  own  natural  tendency^ 
and  to  the  intention  and  design  of  all  sinne(s>  eventually  be 
made  subservient  to  the  divine  glory  in  all  things. 

If  it  be  no  blemish  in  the  divine  character  to  permit  sin,  then 
it  was  no  blemish  in  the  divine  character  to  purpose-  or  intend 
to  permit  it  ♦.  If  all  that  God  does  is  right,  it  could  not  be 
wrong  to  resolve  to  do  so ;  God  could  not  intend  doing  well  too 
soon. 

If  God  does  permit  sin,  and  decreed  to  permit  it,  no  doubt  he 
had  wise  and  good  ends  in  so  doing :  and  as  he  has  wonderfully 
united  bis  interest,  not  only  with  the  interest  of  his  obedient 
creatures,  who  never  fell,  but  also  with  the  interest  of  the  re- 
deemed from  amon^  men,  —we  may  conclude,  that  the  plan 
which  he  has  actually  chosen  to  adopts  shall  not  only  promote 
his  own  glory  more  than  any  other  which  could  possibly  have 
been  choien ;  but  shall  also,  on  the  whole,  promote  creature^, 
happiness  more  than  any  other  supposable  method  of  regulating 
the  nnrverae. 

Some,  however,  seem  strangely  shocked  at  thisl  as  if  they 
could  be  better  satisfied  if  we  would  admit  that  God  had  chosea 
a  worse  plan  than  he  might  have  chosen,  thati  they  can  be  with 
our  supposing  that  he  has  chosen  the  best !  Their  tieelings  are  to 
me  incomprehensible. 

God  has  chosen  to  conduct  the  universe  according  to  the  plaa 
which  actually  is  executing.  —  This  they  admit. 

The  plan  God  has  adopted  is  the  wisest  and  the  best :  it  wiH 
advance  his  glory  more  than  any  other ;  it  will  produce  a 
greater  sum  of  happiness  than  any  other.  —At  this  they  marvel^ 
and  are  shocked ! 

I  also  marvel  at  them !  and  can  go  no  further.  D  12^ 

+  See  Edwards's  Remarks  on  Important  Thcol.  Controversies,  p.  147. 


RESIGNATION  TO  THE  WILL  OF  GOD. 

Christian  Resignatipn  is  the  act  of  giving  up  our  own 
will,  in  submission  to  the  wijl  of  God.  It  is  founded  on  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  arid  in  a  confidence  in  the  faithful 
care  of  rrovidence  over  our  individual  happiness;  not  in  di»«' 
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ttnction  from,  but  in  connection  wkh,  the  h^PP'^^^s  of  our  feU 
low-creatures.  As  Fortitude  hcos  some  tniits  of  character  not 
unlike  those  of  llesignatio*!,  we  shall  hring  them  both  forward, 
ond  mark  with  flight  touches  their  "sliades  of  difference.  For* 
tittide  may  be  saia  to  be  a  masculine  jB^race ;  Resignation  a  i'e- 
winine  one,  of  the  samd  family^*— mild,  humble,  retiring  inta 
the  bosom  of  her  father.  Fortitude  bears  evil,  becaase  it  is  irre* 
nediable ;  because  suffering  is  the  lot  of  humahity ;  because  it 
vrcre  folly  to  wjiste  life  in  lamentation,  for  that  which,  if  im- 
proved, would  be  of  lasting  advantage.  Resignation  arises  im- 
mediately from  the  effect  to  the  cause ;  and  thus  she  expresses 
lierself:  *^The  cup  whicii  iwy  I''ather  hath  eiven  me,  shall  I  not 
drink  it?  Shall  i  receive  ^oo<l  at  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  and 
shall  I  not  receive  evil  ?  I  will  bear  the  indi<;nation  of  the  Lord, 
becaase  I  have  sinned  against  hiou'^  Fortitude  has  diiefly  to 
do  with  the  judgment;  Kcsignation  with  the  heart.  Fortitude 
is  that  noble  plant  whkh  invariably  tnrns  to  the  sun  of  reason ; 
Resignation  tliat  lovely  flower  which  as  certainly  unfolds  to  the 
Sun  of  Righteour^neis.  'Then  lei  its  uses  aud  cultivation  b(f 
ftobjects  of  our  enquiry. 

The  most  obvious  advantage  of  Resignation  is  in  trouble.  It 
reconciles  the  mind  with  wonderful  facility  to  the  divine  ap- 
pointment. Ry  what  nnknowfl  clwracter  shall  that  day  be  dis- 
tinjtuished,  in  which  Re^^rgnaUkon  is  not  of  use  to  the  Chris- 
tiaB  ?  Distress  comes  down  to  trouble  the  waters  of  the  soul ; 
Resignation  pours  gently  upon  them  her  smooth  oil,  and  im- 
mediately there  is  a  calm.  This  lowly  grace  evidences  our  re- 
eonciliation  to  God,  amd  promotes  communion  with  hitu;  i'ovp 
It  is  fair  reasoning  to  conclude,  we  love  that  Being  whose  will 
we  prefer  before  our  own.  Wii  must  have  some  ground  of  pre* 
ferenee  ;  we  must  be  convinced  it  is  the  expression,  or  acting 
4f  a  mind  of  su(ierior  wiitdom  and  goodness :  amd  this  knowledge 
of  God,  which  is  effectual  toselt-re^ignation,  is  surely  connecteci 
with  etertial  life.  We  may  safely  reason  from  analogy  here : 
Po  we  easily  enter  into  their  schemes  of  whom  we  have  im>  high 
i»piniw,  for  whom  we  have  no  sincere  regard,  especially  when 
those  schemes  immediately  oppose  our  own  r  Rather,  through  all 
the  relations  and  cooufxiuns  of  life,  does  it  not  appear,  that  the 
higher  a  person  stands  iu  our  esteem,  the  more  readily  shall  we 
give  up  our  own  wislies,  that  theirs  inay  be  fulfilled :  and  in  this 
resignation  there  is  a  refined  self-interest  ;■  for  our  gratification 
exists  in  their  pleasure.  May  not^sarthly  things,  in  this  case, 
be  fairly  considered  as  types  of  beavenlvones  r  If,  then,  resig- 
nation to  the  will  of  God  be  a  proof  that  we  love  him,  it  pro- 
motes a  rational,  as  well  as  scriptural  persuasion,  that  we  are  in 
i»is  favour ;  for  we  love  hiin,  because  he  first  loved  us.  This  is 
^hc  j^o^  of  reason,  as  well  as  of  faith.  That  tliis  act,  or  habit  of 
themiiid^  promotes  communion  with  God^  who  inrill  disputed 
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Can  two  waHc  together  ualess  they  be  agreed  ?  With  what  holy 
confidence  and  complacency  in  God,  does  that  mind  approaeli 
him,  which  is  not  only  tinctured  with  foirit  colouriugs  of  lleai^-, 
nation^  but  tlirougK  which  it  is  intimately  mingled,  so  tlmt,  \ix 
this  sense,  it  becomes  one  spirit  with  Christ!  Diaagveemcnt 
arises  from  diflerent  interests ;  btit  here,  tlie  heart  adopts  that 
expression  of  our  great  Forerunner,  "  JNot  as  I  will,  but  as  tlioa 
wih." 

Virtues  must  be  estimated  in  the  scale  of  morals,,  not  only  as 
they  increase  our  individual  comfort,  but  as  they  promote  our. 
usefulness.  Let  us  examine  Resignation  by  this  rule :  —  It  is. 
impossible  for  a  mind -always  disquieted  by  present  circum*. 
stances,  or  fear  of  future,  to  look  around,  in  order  to  increase 
the  general  stock  of^hitppiness,  or  to  alleviate  individual  dis- 
tress. Sunk  in  discontent,  whose  joy  or  sorrow  is  suflScicut  to 
rouse  him  from  attention  to  his  own  f  The  unhappy  suffererj 
weak  and  desponding,  has  forgotten  that  there  is  One  who 
careth  for  him.  Does  he  not  know,  has  he  not  heard,  that 
'^  the  Lord,  the  Creator  of  the  ends  of  the  earth,  fainteth  not  i 
neither  is  weary  i  that  there  is  no  searching  of  his  understand* 
ing"  and  care  i    Alas  !  this  miserable  being  is  destitute  of  re- 


signation 


Beside  removing  hindrances  from  the  mind,  and  so  render- 
ing it  capable  of  exertion  for  general  good,  ir  actually  facilitates 
that  exertion.  Resignation  is,  what  tlie  term  expresses,  — a 
giving  up.  Now,  if  we  give  up  our  own  will  '.^s  a  rule  of  desire 
or  conduct,  we  must  receive  the  will  of  another  for  out  rule  ; 
unless  we  act  without  rule,  which  few  will  acknowledge.  That 
die  will  of  God  is  our  sanctiticiLtion  is  evident,  beyond  dispute. 
It  is  plain,  from  his  word  and  his^  nature  :«—  His  word  aims  to 
destroy  tbe  root  of  iniquity  ;  teaching  us  to  ^'  deny  all  ungodli- 
ness, —  to  pluck  up  every  weed  of  bitterness,  —  to  do  his  will 
from  the  heart."  His  nature  is  love;  and  "  love  in  the  fulfill- 
ing of  the  law ;"  and  he^ave  his  Son,  that  he  might  sanctify  to 
himself  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works. 

And  it  is  evident  that  resignation  greatly  promotes  the  hap- 
piness of  its  possessors,  by  quieting  anxious  solicitude  and  the 
rebellious  risings  of  uneasy  passions; — by  diffusing  through 
the  soul  her  own  delightful  trannuiUity,  sweetly  laying  it  to 
rest  on  the  bosom  of  its  heavenly  Father,  wise  and  kind  in  the 
event  of  liis  dispensations^  beyond  the  most  enlarged  wish  !-r- 
hy  evidencing  our  intercj^tin  the  favour  of  God,^  in  the  exercise 
of  his  grace ;  —  by  increasing  commnnion  with  God,  the  source 
of  happiness ;  —  by  prepanng  the  mind  for  usefulnees,  by 
which  we  become  more  like  God,  whose  title  is.  The  Blessed 
or  Happy  God ! 

Ana  fet  it  be  remembered,  that,  in  proportion  as  we  kno^ 
the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  God,  and  love  the  rectitude  of  his 
nature,  so  far  shall  we  be  pleased  with^  and  rejoice  in,  tbe  diarr 
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pensations  of  his  providence.  The  evident, means  then,  of  in- 
creasing this  happy  disposition  is,  to  grow  in  the  knowledge 
artd  love  of.  God  :  and  who  can  tell  us  plainly  of  the  Father, 
but  that  Redeemer  who  was  with  him  before  the  world  was? 
He  that  hath  heard,  and  learned  of  the  Father,  his  own  ignorance 
of  God,  goeth  to  Christ ;  and  God  givcth  him  the  knowledge 
of  his  glory  in  the  person  of  his  Son.  By  this  too  we  are  pre- 
pared to  acknowledge  him  in  liis  works :  and  let  us  remember, 
that  the  Scriptures  testify  of  Jesus.  In  the  economy  of  nature 
we  find  not  his  name;  neither  in  the  eflFusions  of  the  most  cul- 
tivated genius,  unenlightened  by  the  Spirit  of  God;  nor  in  the 
deepest  researches  of  metaphysical  disquisition.  All  the  pro- 
ductions of  nature,  all  the  corruscations  of  mind  on  this  sub- 
ject, emit  no  light.  Let  us  then  take  heed  to  that  which 
dhineth  in  a  dark  place. 

Lastly,  Are  we  farther  anxious  that  our  love  to  God!  may 
keep  pace  with  our  knowledge  of  him  ?  What  says  our  liord  ? 
*'  If  ye  keep  my  commandments,  ye  shall  abide  in  mylove.^ 
A  consequence  founded  on  th^e  reason  and  natural  tendency  of 
things,  as  well  as  on  the  promise  of  Christ.  Oh  !  blessed  state 
of  continuance  in  the  love  of  God  !  When  shall  it  be  indeed 
unbroken  ?  When  shall  we  rest  in  our  love,  as  God  does  ia 
his! 

Let  us  seek  the  knowledge  of  God,  that  we  may  do  those 
things  which  please  him,  and  abide  in  his  love ;  so  shall  we 
have  evidence  of  his  favour,  communion  with  his  Son,  be  use- 
ful in  the  world,  and  sweetly  resigned  to  his  will ! 

Newcastle,  J.  R, 


ANSWERS  TO  QUERIES 

In  our  Magazine  for  January,  page  29. 

Mri  Editor,  ■ 

Jf  the  following  observations,  in  answer  to  the  queries  proposed  in  your 
last  month's  Magazine,  by  your  correspondent  M.  P.  are  not  antici- 
pated by  a  better  pen,  tfxcy  are  at  your  disposal.  E.  D.  J. 

Respecting  the  first  query,  viz.  '^  How  may  we  ascertain 
whether  our  thoughts  be  the  result  of  a  gracious  influence,*— the 
suggestions  of  Satan, — or  of  our  corrupt  nature  f "  1  think  it  will 
be  sufficient  to  observe  (unless  M.  D.  intended  more  by  his  query 
than  the  letter  of  it  expresses)  that  all  those  thoughts,  undoubt- 
edly originate  in  the  suggestions  of  Satan,  or  in  the  corruption 
of  depraved  nature,  which  may  be  denominated  vain,  jcebel- 
lious,  defiling,  anti-scriptural,  atheistical,  Sec;  all  which  are 
eontrary  to  tne  honour,  and  obnoxious  to  the  mind  of  Qod  ; 
and  therefore,  of  course,  cannot;  result  from  his  influence : 
ivhilstj  on  the  other  hand,  those  originate  with  him,  and  exist 
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ID  our  miad  from  his  eracioos  a^ency^  which  rtc  consisteot 
witli  the  word  of  revelatioii^  which  dispose  us  to  revere  iu 
truths^— to  embrace  its  bene1Kts>  —  and  to  close  ia  with  ite 
designs. 

But  I  must  add,  that  I  much  doiibt  whether  M.  D.  has  com- 
municated the  subject  of  his  own  wish  in  this  query,  as  I  can^ 
not  siippose,  a  class  of  thoughts,  exclusively  considered,  the 
source  of  which  can  be  doubtful.  If  they  be  evil^  they  cannot 
come  from  God ;  they  must  proceed  from  Satan,  or  from  fallen 
nature.  If  good,  they  cannot  originate  with  either  of  these^ 
—  they  must  be  divine ;  unless  we  suppose  that  they  are  ex* 
ciied^  cherished,  and  acted  upon  from  base  motives,  and  to 
base  purposes :  the  existence  of  which,  precludes  at  once  all 
enquiry,  and  directs  infallibly  to  the  proper  cause. 

The  second  query  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  as  it  includes 
the  fears,  the  hopes,  and  the  perplexities  of  many  pious  cha- 
racters. It  respects  the  hearers  ot  the  word ;  those  who  do  not 
forget  the  assembliog  of  themselves  together,  as  the  manner  of 
some  is.  It  supposes,  that  those  hearers  are  sometimes  the 
subjects  of  comfortable  impressions ;  and  that  these  impressions 
are  sometimes  true,  and  sometimes  false ;  and  asks.  When  are 
these  joys  from  God  ?  and  when  are  they  only  of  that  nature 
which  stony  ground-hearers  are  susceptible  of?  How  may  we 
know,  how  may  we  distinguish  them  i 

To  this  enquiry  I  answer.  We  may  know  and  distinguish 
them  by  the  preparation  of  ourmipds  for  them,— the  experience 
of  our  minds  under  them,— and  by  the  disposition  of  our  minds 
after  them.  1 .  By  the  preparation  of  our  minds  for  them.  By 
comfortable  impressions  under  the  hearing  of  the  word,  we 
must,  no  doubt,  understand,  those  which  are  the  results  of  aa 
evangelical  exhibition  of  gospel  grace;  — that  grace  which 
reigns  through  righteousness  unto  everlasting  life  by  Christ 
Jesus ;  and  which  naturally  regards  its  subjects  in  all  their 
wants,— in  all  their  dangers,*—  and  in  all  their  desires.  Now  it 
goes  a  great  way  towards  proving,  that  such  impressions  are 
from  God,  if  there  be  ^iness  of  mind  for  them, — if  there  be  that 
previous  experience  which  renders  them  suitable ;  not  merely 
pleasant,  ^  prescribing  truths  which  reflect  ^onour  to  God, 
and  promise  happiness  to  man;  and  which,  by  interesting  our 
passions  as  creatures,  may  rouse  and  affect,  —  but  as  present- 
ing  that  which  brings  relief  to  a  malady  we  feel,  —a  burden  w^ 
labour  under;  —  tliat  which  satisfies  our  hungerings,  relieves 
our  anxieties,  and  satiates  our  desires.  In  a  word,  that  brings 
something:  to  us  which  not  meiely  excites  our  admiration,  but 
accomplices  in  us  the  supply  of  our  need.  We  may  be  sen^ 
sibly  touched  by  the  rdation  of  the  generosity  of  a  Howard; 
but  the  subjects  of  tiadt  generosity  felt  far  more^  becs^use  their 
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miseries  were  relieved,  and  their  hopes  abundantly  realized 
by  it. 

2.  Tlie  experience  T)f  our  minds  under  them.   It  is  reasonable 

/  to  conclude,  that  when  God  favours  his  people  with  com- 
fortable impressions  uhder  the  word,  he  nas  higher  ends  in 
Tiew  thaff  their  transitory  relief,— their  momentary  joy:  such 
an  end  would  be  neither  honourable  to  God,  nor  beneficial  to 
his  people.  The  design  of  God  is,  no  doubt,  to  effect  his  own 
gracious  purposes  towards  them,  by  humbling  their  souls,  —  by 
exalting  ni?5  Son  as  their  Saviour, — ^by  endearing  himself  to  them 
as  a  reconciled  God,  —  by  attracting  them  from  the  world,  -^ 
'by  concentrating  their  affections  in  himself,  —  by  prompting 
tlicir  conformity  to  his  perfect  holiness.     Now  if  these  be  the 

-  designs  of  God,  and  if  our  comfortable  impressions  under  his 
word,  are  not  merely  the  transient  workings  of  our  affections, 
but  lead  to  those  feelings,  views,  and  resolutions  which  tend 
to  those  ends,  we  may  safely  conclude,  that  they  come  from 

'  God  ;  we  may  welcome  them,  and  improve  them  to  his  glory. 
.3.  By  the  disposition  of  our  minds  after  them.  Are  we  the 
better  tor  them  ?  The  nature  of  those  impressions  may  be  well 
questioned  which  only  touch  us,  and  oo  not  heal  us.  An 
opiate  may  soothe  pain  and  create  pleasurable  sensations ;  but 
if  nothing  more  be  done  for  the  patient,  he  is-  deluded,  not 
cured.  So  if  our  comfortable  impressions  find  us  the  slaves  of 
sin,  and  leaye  us  suoli ;—  if  they  find  us  loose  in  our  Chris- 

,  tian  walk,  and  lukewaim  in  our  spirits,  and  leave  us  thus, 
they  may  deceive  us,  —  tliey  will  not  benefit  Us.  We  may 
fancy  them  to  be  healing  balsams,  but  they  are  only  stupify- 
ing  narcotics ;  —  we  may  suppose  them  to  be  consolations 
from  Heaven ;  but  they  are  only  delusions  from  Hell. 
But  are  the  dispositions  of  our  minds,  under  comfortable 
impressions,  the  contrary  to  this  ?  Are  we  kept  by  them 
in  the  ways  of  religion  ?  Is  our  stedfastness  in  God  main- 
tained ?  Do  tl^ey  strengthen  and  establish  us  in  our  holy 
calling,  and  invigorate  our  resolutions  to  be  the  Lord's  for 
ever  r  Do  they  render  sin  more  odious?  Christ moiie  {fiecious ? 
his  ordinances  more  estimable  ?  his  yoke  more  easy  ?  his 
burden  more  divine  ?  Are  we  actuated  by  them,  to  appreciate 
more  justly  the  vanities  of  life;  and  with  more  ardour  to  pant 
after  victory  oyer  it?  If  these  be  some  of  the  results  of  com- 
Tortable  impressions  under  the  preached  gospel,  they  cannot  be 
diabolical;  tliey  are  more  than  human  ! —r they  are  heavenly, 
and  from  above,  even  from  the  Father  of  Lights!  They  are 
those  which  St'tan  cannot  produce,  —  which  mere  nature  can- 
uot  experience.  Lea»ling  to  (jod,  and  making  like  him,  they 
shall  iiifaHiiilyhe  crowned  by  him  with  the  joys  and  felicities 
of  the  bL*atilic  \hioii ! 

^^         '  •  .  ,      .         ..      E.D.J,^ 


Digitized  by' 


Google 


\  C  6,    , 


"^      THE  NATURE  AND  REMEDIES  OF 
SPIRITUAL    DECLENSIONS. 

Tt  is  a  command  of  the  apostle  Paul,  that  the  Christian 
9{K)uld  "  look,  not  at  the  things  which  are  seen,  but  at  the  things 
which  are  not  seen  *."  From  a  neglect  of  this  instruction,  much 
of  the  uneasiness  of  our  walk  will  be  found  to  arise.  Encom- 
passed with  sensible  objects,  conversant  in  our  situatioos  with 
''  the  things  that  are  seen,"  we  too  firequently  lo6e  right  of  tbo«c 
greater  realities  to  which  we  should  be  principally  attentive. 

When  a  sinner  is  first  brought  under  the  teaching  of  the  di- 
vine Spirit,  the  most  grand  and  interesting  discoveries  are 
made.  The  Scriptures  call  these  dmoveries  in  general,  "  the 
revelation  of  Christ  Jesus  f;"  and  compare  them  to  the  tiglft 
which  was  first  introduced  into  the  natural  creation  r  ^^  Cod, 
who  commanded  the  light  to  shine  out  of  darkness,  hath  shined 
In  omr  hearts  ;j:.^  Under  this  gracious  illumination,  he,  who 
ivas  once  darkness,  is  now  light  in  the  Lord  ^  The  things 
which  are  not  seen  by  the  natural  eye,  are  unfolded  to  his  view. 
He  perceives  his  own  »tate  of  guilt  and  impotency ;  lie  sees  the 
eternal  ruin-  which  lay  before  him  ;  he  discerns  the  glory,  ex- 
cellency, and  suitableness  of  the  Lord  Jews ;  and  is  perfectly 
conscious  of  the  vanity  of  nil  things  temporal;  and  of  the 
nearness,  certainty,  and  importance  of  the  things  which  are 
eternal.  Faith  is  to  him  "  the  substance  of  things  hoped  for, 
and  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen  ||  f'  his  mind  is  fixed  ;  his 
eye  and  his  heart  are  occupied ;  he  sees  the  divine  promises, 
thougti  afar  off,  and  is  persuaded  of  them,  and  embraces  them ; 
and  confesses  that  he  is  a  stranger  and  a  pilgrim  upon  earth  ^. 

Happy  would  it  be  if  the  Christian  were  always  thus ;  but  it 
is  not  so.  The  world  presses  eagerly  4ux>und  him  ;  the  cares  ot* 
this  Ufe,  the  deceitfulnesss  of  riches, -and  the  lusts  of  other 
things,  have  an  evident  and  hunentable  influence  •*.  ."  The 
things  which  are  seen,"  too  often  claim  au  undue  measure  of 
attention.  The  love  of  a  crucified  Redeemer  is  not  that  prompt, 
abiding,  operative,  and  constraining  principle  which  it  should 
be.  Faith  languishes;  Satan,  sin,  and  the  world,  have  too 
wnch  power  ;  and,  what  increases  the  evil,  we  are  sometimes 
least  awake  to  our  disorders  when  they  are  most  prominent  and 
dangerous :  least  alarmed  at  our  disease  when  its  increase  is 
most  fatal  and  destructive.  As  the  mortified  limb  ocx,*asions  no 
acute  or  distracting  pains,  so,  the  farther  we  wander  from  tire 
Harrow  way,  we  are  less  d^tressed  for  our  situation,  ^nd  less  dis»* 
iwsed  to  return, 

•  z  Cor.  IV,  18.    , 

t  Gal.  i.  12  and  16.  t  »  Cor.  iv.  6,  §  Eph.  v.  3. 

H  Heb.  xi.  I.  fl  Heb.  xi.  13,  ••  Maik  iv.  19, 
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C2  ON   SPIRITUAL   DECLENSIONS* 

But  it  may  naturally  be  asked.  What  are  the  means  whicfc> 
in  the  bands  of  the  Eternal  Spirit,  will  tend  to  (juicken  the 
sleeping  Christian,  and  urge  him  to  live  the  life  which  he  live^ 
m  the  flesh  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God  ft  ?  The  public  ordi- 
Bftnces  of  tlie  house  of  God  are  eminently  calculated  for  this 
end*  The  word  of  God  is  the  usual  means  by  which  life^ 
strength,  fervour,  and  devotedness,  are  awakened  in  our  souls. 
It  is  the  food  which  God  has  appointed  for  the  nourishment 
of  the  divine  life+.  Eternal  things  are  thereby  impressed  with 
Bew  power  on  the  mind-;  the  influence  of  an  ensnaring  world  h 
counteracted ;  the  glories  of  the  spiritual  state  are  again  opened 
to  the  view;  Jesus  Christ  is  evidently  set  forth  as  crucified 
'among  us:{:» 

The  diligent  reading  of  -the  Scriptures  is  equally  important ; 
they  are  our  standard,  our  rule,  our  compass,  our  chart ;  they 
stand  opposed  to  the  fluctuating,  ignorant,  and  absurd  notions 
c^tlie  world :  every  case  is  there  treated,  every  desire  met,  every 
emergency  consulted  :  it  is  by  them  hid  in  our  hearts,  and 
brought  into  experience  by  divine  faith,  that  we  resist  sin,  op* 
pose  Satan,  are  quickened  when  we  languish,  comforted  when 
we  despondf  and  directed  when  wfe  doubt. 

But^  without  earnest  and  perpetual  prayer,  all  other  means 
will  faiL  This  is  the  duty  to  which  the  declining  Christian  has 
need  to  be  exhorted.  AH  evils  in  our  tempers  and  lives,  may 
undoubtedly  be  traced  to  olir  closets,  "^  We  have  not,  because 
we  ask  not  •"  Prayer  is  spiritual  breath.  lite  that  does  not  pray, 
does  not  live.  There  is  no  duty  which  tends  so  immediately  to 
oppose  and  weaken  the  power  of  sin,  and  the  deadening  and 
benumbing  influence  of  our  intercourse  with  the  worlds  as  holy 
communion  with  God;  nor  is  there  any  dutv  which  is  so 
much  the  mean  of  quickening,  increasing,  and  strengthening 
every  heavenly  affection  and  desire.  I  am  persuaded,  the  ge- 
nerality of  Christians  are  glaringly  deficient  in  this  duty.  The 
formal,  cold,  and  abridged  seasons  of  devotion,  which  satisfy 
tlie  most  of  us,  lie,  in  truth,  at  the  bottom  of  our  multiplied 
complaints  and  miscarria^^es.  We  are  commanded,  to  pray 
without  ceasing;  to  watch  unto  prayer;  in  every  thing,  by 

Jrayer  and  supplication  to  make  our  requests  known  unto  God. 
[*  we  would  prevail  with  Jacob,  we  must  wrestle  with  him||.  . 
Finally,  A  grand  meaa  of  maintaining  habitual  impressions 
of  divine  things,  is  by  cultivating  an  humble  dependent  spirit. 
He  who  is  most  sensible  of  his  need^  and  implores  most  fer- 
vently the  Holy  Ghost  to  guide,  enlighten,  and  sanctify  him, 
will  be  the  most  prosperous  cliaracter.  The  direction  of  St.iude 

+t  Gal.  11.  10.  * 

t  2  Pet.  ii.  2.  t  <^al.  iii.  i.  •  James  iv,  a. 

II  X  Ihcss.  v.  t7.     I  Fct.  iv.  7.    Phil.  iv.<.     Gen.  xxxii.  24. 
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may  be  profitably  extended  to  every  similar  doty*  He  exbcits 
MS  to  pray  in  the  Holy  Ghost : ''  Praying  in  the  Holy  Ghost  5^* 
under  his  teaching,  and  by  his  grace.  Whatever  the  Christian 
undertakes^  let  him  do  it  in  this  Spirit,  if  he  reads  the  Kihle, 
let  him  read  in  the  Holy  Ghost ;  if  he  hears  the  gospel  preached, 
let  him  hear  in  the  Hoi}'  Ghost;  if  he  prays,  or  meditates^  oc 
examines  his  state,  or  confesses  his  sin,  let  him  do  it  in  the 
Holy  Ghost.  May  the  God  of  hope  fill  us  with  all  glory  and 
peace  in  believing,  that  we  may  abound  in  hope,  through  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost !  Clcsvs. 

§  Jude  10, 
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We  have  seen  his  sign  in  the  East,  and  are  come  io  worshq)  kuu 

Mat.u.2, 
Lately  spending  an  evening  with  my  esteemed  friend 
Easebius,  a  gentleman,  whom  I  will  call  Euphemius,  took  oc« 
easion  to  remark  on  the  recent  discovery  of  a  new  planet,  bj 
Piazzi,  in  Sicily,  and  called  by  him  the  Ceres  Ferdinandi^, 
about  half  the  size  of  our  moon,  and  performing  its  revolutloit 
round  the  sun  in  about  four  and  a  half  of  our  years.  He  added, 
that  he  had  just  read,  in  a  celebrated  Philosophical  Journal,  of 
another  planet,  of  still  smaller  dimensions,  and  equally  slow  in 
its  celestial  progress,  which  had  been  called  the  Jralias^  Bodi 
these,  he  observed,  had  been  called  Asteriods ;  and,  from  their 
having  so  long  escaped  the  acute  eye  of  the  ^istronomer,  he  sup- 
posed it  very  probable,  that  our  system  might  contain  moirv 
perhaps,  even  many  more  such  little  planets,  to  reward,  bj 
their  dihcovery,  the  research  of  future  philosophers. 

The  company  heard  this  intelligence  with  much  attention! 
and  BenevoluSy  who  was  present,  endeavoured  to  give  a  moral 
improvement  to  the  subject,  which  was  wortliy  of  his  cba« 
racten 

Benrvolui.  How  just  is  the  observation  of  the  venerable  pa- 
triarch Job,  **  Lo !  these  are  parts  of  his  ways  f  for,  when  we 
have  pushed  our  enquiries  to  the  utmost,  how  little  do  we  know 
of  the  immense  works  of  the  Supreme  Being  !  and  how  infi- 
nitely distant  are  we  from  penetrating  into  his  presence  who 
dwells  in  light  inaccessible,  and  is  concealed  from  us  by  tlie 
splendor  of  his  glory ! 

Emebius.  True,  Sir;  but  we  cannot  worship  au  unknoH'm 
God.  I  wish  this  star  might  be  like  that  which  the  Magi  saw^ 
and  which  led  them  to  the  place  where  Jesus  was  ?  I  long  to 
contemplate  the  works  of  Nature  as  well  as  grace  through  a  Ale- 
diatoTj  and  to  crown  the  head  of  my  adorable  Redeemer  with 
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lays  6i  glory,  dra\fn  from  all  .the  discoveries  of  philosophy  aoJ 
^icnce. 

Bencv.  But  I  fear.  Sir,  you  carry  matters  too  far;  and  that, 
in  ascribing  these  honours  to  the  Son  of  Man,  yon  derogate 
from  those  of  i\\e  Supreme  Being,  who  is  his  Goa  and  Father 
as  well  as  ours. 

Eustb.  No  fear  at  all.  Sir.  This  is  the  Man  whom  Gad 
'♦  deligUteth  to  honour  ;'*  to  whom  he  commands  the  worship 
of  men,  and  the  adoration  of  angels. 

BtHcv,  O,  Sir,  but  you  know  those  words  are  sometimes 
taken  in  a  very  lax  sense  in  Scripture ;  and  must  not  be  applied 
to  Jesus  in  the  same  sense  as  to  the  Supreme  Creator. 

Euseb.  Indeed,  Benevolus,  I  know  of  no  Creator  above  him, 
or  beside  him:  '' All  things  were  made  by  him,  and  for  him; 
«nd  without  him  was  not  any  thing  made  that  is  made'." 
r  Benev.  That,  I  confess,  is  Scripture  language;  but,  I  con- 
,  q^ive,  it  requires  much  quahfication  in  the  interpretation.. 
Wixbout  entering,  however,  into  controversy  on  tliis  point,  per- 
Hiit  me  to  ask.  Do  you  not  think,  by  thus  referring  all  the  glories 
of  Nature  and  of  grace  to  our  Saviour,  you  slight  the  divine 
Father,  and  are  in  danger  of  offending  him  by  ascribing 
^very  thing  to  the  Son. 

[Eusebius  here  entered  somewhat  at  length  into  the  objection  ; 
and,  bu  the  following  answer,  closed  the  couversation  on 
this  subject.'] 

Emeb.  God  forbid  that  I  should  derogate  from  the  glory 
of  the  Father  or  of  the  Hply  Spirit.  Most  assuredly  I  cannot 
do  this  by  honouring  the  Son ;  because  the  Father  considers 
himself  as  peculiarly  honoured  by  this  conduct :  and  here  I  will 
venture  to  state  to  you  what  has  often  struck  me  in  reading  the 
Scriptures,  especially  the  New  Testament,—  namely,  that  there 
appears  in  God  himself  a  ptculiar  anxiety,  if  I  may  so  speak,- 
to  exalt  on  all  occasions  the  divine  Redeemer;  a  disposition 
Bpt  only  different  from,  but  even  opposite  to,  that  cautious  tem- 
per which  endeavours,  by  criticism  and  by  carnal  reason,  to 
strip  him  of  his  glories.  And  I  take  the  case  to  stand  thus :  — r 
Neither,  in  the  plan  of  nature  or  grace,  docs  the  divine  Father 
ever  appear  in  an  inferior  cliaracter  to  that  of  Deity  Supreme. 

" full  orbM 

In  his  whole  round  of  attributes  eemplete.** 

But  it  is  otherwise  with  the  Son ;  he  humbled  hhnself,  he 
made  himself  nothing,  and  of  no  reputation;  he  was  despised 
and  rejected  of  men.  Several  things  in  the  scheme  of  redemp- 
tion appear,  therefore,  planned  on  purpose  to  counteract  this,  ami 
to  secure  a  due  revenue  of  glory  to  the  Son  of  God,  as  well  Us  ta 
reward  the  meritorious  sufferings  of  the  Son  oi  Man.  Let  m^ 
he  permitted  to  state  a  few  of  them. 
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1.  In  his  incarnation.  God,  in  human  nature,  appears  a 
mystery,  dazzling  to  the  faith  of  angels.  When  he  bringeth  his 
first-beeotten  into  the  world,  they  are  therefore  assembled 
around  nis  cradle,  by  that  command,  —  ^'  Let  aUdie  angels  of 
<5od  worship  him  I''  And  was  it  not  at  this  time  they  appeared 
to  the  shepherds?  and  (O!  could  a  mortal  eye  Imve  traced 
them ! )  no  sooner  had  diey  paid  their  homage  to  their  Infant- 
Lord>  than  they  fly,  with  harps  still  in  their  hands,  and  perhaps 
the  same  song  upon  their  Ups,  to  announce  the  joyful  tidings  to 
the  Jewish  shepoerds. 

2.  in  his  ministry.  It  might  have  well  suited  the  mpdesty 
of  the  Saviour'^  character  to  have  spoken,  like  the  prophets  his 
forerunners,  and  the  apostles  his  successors,  always  iit  the 
Father's  name.  But,  as  some  counterbalance  to  the  meanness 
of  his  appearance,  be  speaks  with  the  authority  of  a  God ;  — 

,  and  lo !  "  even  the  winds  and  the  seas  obey  him  !"  Not  only 
doth  he  work  miracles,  but  he  forgives  sins  in  his  own  name, 
with  -a ''  Verily,  I  say  unto  thee !"  And  wherefore  "  hath  the 
Son  of  Man  power  upon  earth  to  forgive  sins  ?"  Undoubtedly, 
to  prove  the  divinity  of  his  character ;  for  ^  Who  can  forgive 
sins  .but  God  only  f" 

^  S.  In  hi*  resurrection  and  ascension.  This  was  an  anaelic 
festival.  The  chariots  of  God  were  all  assembled,  as  at  Slnai. 
"  The  morning-stars  sang  together ;  and  all  the  sons  of  God 
shouted  for  joy  1"  And  whence  this  public  exhibition  of  his 
glory?  That  his  disciples  might  be  well  assured  that  he  was 
received  up  to  his  former  glories,  '—  "  where  he  was  before/' 

4.  In  his  mission  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Why  was  he  to  be  sent 
by  Jesus  ?  Why  ta}ce  of  the  things  of  Jesus  ?  Was  it  not  to  ag- 
grandize the  cnaracter  of  tlie  Son  pf  God  ? 

5.  In  his  exaltation  at  the  right  hand  of  God.  Because  he 
humbled  himself  to  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross,  there- 
fore hath  God  exalted  him,  ''  that  at  the  name  of  Jesus  every 
knee  should  bow,  and  every  tongue  confess  !" 

Lastly,  In  his  appointment  to  judge  the  world.  For  this  wc 
have  the  most  express  authority :  —  ^^  The  Father  judgeth  no 
man  ;  but  hath  committed  all  judgment  to  the  Son;" — for  this 
very  end,  "  That  till  meo  should  honour  the  Son,  even  as  they 
honour  the  Father.  He  that  honourcth  not  the  Son,  honouretli 
not  the  Father.^  Thus  hath  God  provided  for  the  honour  of 
his  Son;  and  seems  in  nothing  to  be  so  well  pleased  as  in  bis 
being  the  universal  object  of  love  and  adoration. 

And  permit  me  to  add,  that  the  New  Testament  writers 
themselves,  appear  to  be  actuated  by  the  same  spirit;  and  es- 
pet;ially  the  apostle  Paul,  who  seems  to  delight  on  all  occa- 
sions to  introduce,  and  even  to  reiterate,  the  name  of  Clirist : 
and  seldom  does  he  quote  a  passage  from  the  Old  Testament 
H'liich  speaks  ot  Deity  and  its  attributes,  but  he  immediately 
applies  it  to  his  beloved  Muster-^,  See^  for  instance^  his'epistlV 
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to  the  Hebrews.  St.  Petcp  uses  a  style  which,  in  any  unin- 
spired wjuter,  would  have  been  called  Cant ;  for  he  speaks  of 
his  name,  his  persoVi,  his  blood,  his  promises,  as  all  pfecious, 
—exceeding  precious  to  the  beUever ;  and  well  am  I  persuad- 
ed, th^t  the  true  and  only  re^i^n  which  makes  the  language 
of  insoiration  appear  too*  bold  and  presuming  is,  that  we  ar^ 
not  filled  and  animated,  as  the  first  di8Ci{>les  were>  with  the  love 
of  Jesus.  It  is  true,  these  terms  may  be  assumed  and  abused 
by  hypocrites  ;  but  ^  to  tlie  death-bed  of  tlie  triumphant  Chris- 
tian, where  hypocrisy  and  cant  can  have  place  no  more ;  hear 
the  dear  ndlne  of  Jesus  reverber-^ting  cin  his  feeble  lips,  till  the 
departing  spirit  takes  up  \he  dying  sound,  and  flies  with  It  to 
the  reah^s  of  glory.  Philo. 

III.  jjiil  i  hW    tn.ihm^    -JiF^ 

ADVERTISEMENT  EXTRAORDINARY ! 

PLENTY  OF  WORK  AND  SCARCITY  pF  HAND§w 

Wanted  immediately ^ 

IN  THE  SERVICE  OF  KING  IMMANUEL,      > 

A  VAST  number  of  active  Young  Men  and  Women  of  arigl|t 
spiiit,  who  arc  not  afraid  of  uork.  No  idlers,  no  drones,  qp 
fine-iingered  gentry,  afrafd  of  soiling  their  deUprtte  hands,— but 
IabouFer$y  who  will  find  their  reward  in  their  labour,  and  their 
meat  and  drink  iit  their  service. 

Plenty  of  work  !  "^  Potent  enemies,  great  oppositions  and 
difficulties  to  encounter;  sin,  and  its  attendant;  wretchecV- 
ness  gaining  ground  with  alarming  strides ;  thousands  of  im- 
mortals hurrying  along  the  broad  road  to  everlasting  ruin,  in 
want  of  faithful  ministers  to  warn  them  of  their  danger  ;  thou- 
sands ot  poor  children  in  the  Suixday-schoofs,  apparently,  eager 
to  hear  and  lean\  the  words  of  eternal  life^,  in  want  of  instruc- 
tors ;  —  in  some  places,  fifty  or  sixty  collecting  together,  and 
BO  teacher  to  meet  them,  obliged  to  return  home  !  The  $iate  of 
tbi  villages,  8;c.  is,  in  tliis  respect,  deplorable  iu  many  in- 
siances.  Haik  I  the  groans  of  deep  distress  from  the  wretclied 
abodes  of  poverty  and  want !— See  pale  Sickness  stretched,  lai  - 

fuishing^  on  her  humble  couch  of  miserable  s^raw  !  — See  the 
cath-stiu  k  sinner,  alarmed  ui  the  appi-oaeh  of  the  King  of 
Terrors,  with  pallid  countenance,  stretch  the  nerveless  arm,  and 
call  for  the  soli  hand  of  humanity  and  Christian  love,  to  wip<i 
oir  the  tear  of  anguish,  and  point  to  realms  of  everlasting  life 
and  bliss  !  Kouse  from  your  lethargy,  ye  lai:y  Christians,  and 
come  to  your  work. 

Plenty  pf  employ  for  all  ranks  and  conditions  ;  — something 
for  every  hand  to  do.  The  poor  children  in  the  Sunday-^ 
schools,  c\.c.  witliout.  btiflicient  clothing  to  shield  them  from 
the  piercing  winds  and  pinchinjj  cold  of  inclement  winter ; 
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9orie  without  shoes  or  stockmgs, —  some  withonthats*  &€•  -^ 
Those  who  cannot  contribute  liberuily,  can  lend  a  hand  to  mend 
old  ganBents^  &c.  If  you  cannot  give  s^  talent,  there  is  no  one 
but  has  a  mite  to'  contribute.  You  can  do  something.  Are 
there  none  w  Ul  come  forward  like  men,  and  nobly  volunteer 
their  services,  and  sacrifice  a  little  of  their  liiuc  and  ease?  The 
time  is  shorts—the  day  is  lar  spent,*—  the  work  h  great  and  ar- 
duous, —  the  night  is  at  hand,  when  no  man  can  work  ; —  up 
and  be  doing  therefore,  for  there  is  neither  knowledge  ner  de- 
vice, nor  work,  in  the  silent  grave,  tp  which  yvu  are  rapidly 
passing.     Opportunity  once  lost,  lost  for  ever  !  * 

Great  wages  and  good  encouragement  will  be  given  to  faith' 
ful  servants  ;  namely,  the  pleasure  arising  from  the  work,  the 
approbation  of  conscience  (one  hoar  of  which  outAveighs  the 
world)—  the  joy  arising  from  the  consideration  of  being  made 
iastrumcntal  to  tiie  salvation  of  immoitJtl  souls,-*- an  mherit- 
ance,  a  kingdom,  a  crown  of  eternal  life,  the  rewai'd  of  gnicc. 

MiNiMo  Minor. 

P.  S.  Apply  to  the  servants  of  Immanuel,  in  town  ancl 
couatry. 


BILL  OF   MORTALITY 

IMPROVED. 

To  the  Editor. 
Sir, 
The  publication  ot  a  bill  of  martality  annually,  appears  to  me  a  wise  an<f 
a  pk)us  measure,  calculated,  not  merely  to  aid  the  researches  of  the 
plulosopher,''  but  to  improve   the  meditations  of  the  Christian.     It 
seems  almost  impossible  to  contemplate  the  ravages  of  death  without 
religious  emotions,  especially  if  such  a  paper  be  accompanied  with  sutt." 
able  remarks.     I  have,  therefore,  long  wished  to  ace  an  article  of  this  ' 
kind  in  your  Miscellany  ;  and  if  you  think  the  following  Extract  and 
Reflexions  likely  to  be  useful,  they  are  very  much  at  your  service. 

Z, 

An  Extract  from  the  General  Bill  of  Christening!^  and  Burials 
in  LpndoHy  from  Dec.  15,  1801,  ^o  Dec.  14,  1802,*  according, 
to  the  report  made  to  his  Maj€Sti/  by  the  parish-clerks. 

Ciirifttetied^  Burinf; 

In  (be  97  parishes  within  the  walls     1189  1 305 

'  -— —  IJ  parishes  without  the  walls  47  16  —                 42 1 b^ 
*—  —  23  out-parishes  of  Middlesex 

and  Surry        —        -«  93^  ^^                887  a 

*-«f—  10  parishes  of  Westminster    46^9  —                4977 

Males        ^0564'\^.y.^^.f^W   Males        983$} 
Femaks      9W4]™^^^^^^^|j    Females    949o]    ^^^'^ 
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J7ieJ)iseases,  S^c,  which  have  carried  of  the  far  greater  number, 

are  these  :— 

Abortive  and  Still-born        457  Inflammations           —        635 

Aged       '       —                1452  Lunatic                 —              125 

Apoplexy  and  Suddenly       966  Measles                 —              559 

.  Asthma            —          —     639  Mortification             —        336 

.   Consumptions         ,    —    4078  Palsy                  —                 110 

Convulsions                 —    3503  Sma'll.Ppx          .    —           1579     . 

Cou^handHuoping-cougb  IOO4.  Teeth                —                363 

Dropsy        — ;            —       845  Casualties,— including  Broken 

fevers                 —            2201  Limbs,  Falls,  Drov;ned,  and 

Gout                —                  107  Suicides^                —         307 

Jaundice  —        *     77 

The  Periods  ofL\fe  in  which  theforegoing  number  have  died :— ' 

Under  two  years            —  5925  Betweenfifty  and  sixty  1885 

Between  two  and  five    —  "2379  •^^—  sixty  and  seventy  1353 

■  five  and  ten  89^  nn           seventy  and  eighty  896 

■  ten  and  twenty  523  ■  eighty  and  ninety  369 
(wentyancj  thirty  1199  -■  ■  ■  ninety  and  100  62 
thirty  and  forty  1782  One  hundred,  or  more  Z 
forty  and  fifty  2112        . 

HEFLEXIONS. 

1.  In  reading  this  bill,  it  is  natural  to  reflect  on  that  remark- 
able equality  which,  by  the  providence  of  Gorf,  is  preserved, 
as  to  the  number  of  each  sex  born  mto  the  world.  The  num- 
ber of  males  to  that  of  females,  is  nearly  ten  to  nine.  I  believe 
it  is  frequently  still  nearer  to  a  level ;  but  as  more  males  are 
usually  cut  off  by  war  and  their  various  hazardous  employ- 
inent^,  a  provision  seems  to  be  made  for  it. 

2.  The  number  of  births  and  burials  are  nearly  equal :  199 18 
and  19379*  Probably,  if  we  consider^  that  many  sick  persons 
retire  into  the  country  and  die  there,  the  inequality  would  be 
st^l  less.  .     * 

3.  It  is  affecting,  to  observe  what  a  great  liumber  of  infants 
die.  Almpst  half  the  deceased  in  this  bill,  were  removed  before 
they  had  lived  five  years.  Thus  death  continues  lo  reign  over 
myriads  ofthe  hum^n  race,  who  have  not  sinned  after  the  simi- 
litude of  Adam*s  transgression.  Painful  reflexion;  yet  alleviated 
by  the  thought,  that  they  *'  are  taken  away  from  the  evil  to 
come." 

4.  In  this  list  we  observe  more  than  1000  who  died  between 
twenty  and  thirty  ;  at  a  period  in  which  anim.al  gratifications^ 
and  the  pleasures  of  the  world  are  most  eagerly  pursued  ;  — 
many,  probably,  the  victims  of  vice.  O  let  not  the  young  pre- 
sume on  numerous  years  I  O.  let  them  flee  from  youthful  lust^ 
"V^hich  war  aga^pst  the  soul!  ' 

5^  A  glance  at  the  thble  of  diseases,  convinces  us,  in  a  mo- 
ment^ of  the  dreadful,  evil  of  gin^  whic^  openjed  a  door  to  such  ^ 
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(ertibie  train  of  destroyers  ;  and,  among  these,  how  formidable 
are  the  names  of  Pavers,  Coughs,  mid  Coosumptious !  Added 
together,  these  alone  amount  to  7283  :  more  than  one-third  of 
the  whole  number  deceased. 

6.  The  aggregate  sum,  h6w\'tist! — ^Solemn  thought !  nearlj 
20,000  inhabitants  of  one  city,  *swept  away  in  the  course  <w 
twelve  months !  That  is  more  than  one  departing  every  half 
hour  in  the  year :  20,000  have  given  up  the  ghost ;  —  and 
where  are  they  ?  Fixed,  unalterably  fixed,  in  their  eternal 
state,  —  the  subjects  of  bliss  or  woe,  —  happy  or  miserable  for 
ever, 

7.  O  inhabitants  of  the  highly-favdured  metropolis,  yonr  pri-^ 
▼ileges  far  exceed  those  of  any  city  upon  earth  !  Know  then^ 
your  gracious  day ;  and  consider  the  ihings  that  belong  toyoor 
peace,  lest  they  be  soon  hidden  from  your  eyes. 

8.  Many,  probably,  who  read  this  paper,  may  die  in  the  pre- 
sent year.  Prepare,  therefore,  reader,  to  meet  thy  God ;  and 
when  death  arrives,  may  lie  be  found  the  minister  of  m*»rcy, 
ushering  thy  soul  into  the  glorious  presence  of  our  exalted  Re* 
deemer!  To  him,  the  destroyer  of  death,  be  endless  praises  1 
Amen. 


XHE  NATUJIAL  HISTORY  OF  THE  SLOTH: 

"WITH    REFLECTIONS, 


The  God  of  nature,  abundant  in  wisdom,  seeitis  to  have 
fprmed  the  Sloth,  with  a  design  to  represent  to  us,  in  a  strong 
light,  the  odious  and  despicable  vice  which  gives  to  the  animal 
its  name.-— It  is  the  most  sluggish,  and  the  most  defenceless 
of  all  animals;  and  has,  of  all  others^  the  least  appearance  of 
any  thing  living.  Its  body  is  short;  its  head  is  small;  and  it 
has  scarce  any  tail.  The  Eastern  Sloth  (for  this  of  whrch  we 
WW  speak  is  a  native  of  America)  has  no  tail  at  all.  Its  fur  is 
^ery  long  and  thick^  sted  has  less,  the  appearance  of  hair  tbao- 
that  0/  aqy  other  animal ;  and  from  this,  as  well  as  the  colour 
of  the  fur,  which  is  a  greyish  green,  the  creature  appears,  on 
4i€  bough  of  a  tree,  when  seen  there,  rather  as  an  excrescence, 
^  1^  cli^st^i^  o(  JQCioss^  thaQ  as  ^  living  aioimal^    ^t  is  in  si^j^ 
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about  tbe  bigness  of  the  common  eat;  |Mit  its  body>  wb^a  to* 
lerably  fed,  ia  thicker.  Tbe  legs  are  shoit ;  tbe  neck  uho  ii 
very  short ;  and  its  long  and  thick  Covering  renders  it, so  shapes 
less  to  view^  that  it  seems  only  an  irregular  l»u>p  of  living  mat-t 
ter.  Its  little  and  remarkably  ugly  head,  stands  close  between 
the  shoulders.  The  face  hath  much  of  tiie  monkey  aspect^ 
though  greatly  more  unplejising.  It  is  not  of  the  coloui  of  the 
body,  but  blackish,  ancl  covered  oyer  with  short  baif,  unlike  ta 
that  on  the  rest  of  the  body.  .  Its  small  and  heavy  eyes,  are  jd* 
^  ways  half  shut ;  and  the  creature  has  no  appearance  at  <U1  of 
ear^s.  Its  feet  are  flat,  and  narrower  than  in  any  other  animal 
whatsoever :  a  plain  proof  that  it  was  never  formed  tor  walking. 
Bat  tbe  claws  are  very  useful  for  kying  hold  on  tbe  baric  of  » 
tree,^  by  striking  deep  into  it.      ^ 

This  sluggish  cmimal  rarely  chuses  to  change  its  place;  ne- 
ver, but  when  compelled  by  absolute  necessity.  As  upon  the 
ground,  it  would  be  a  prey  to  every  other  animal,  and  liable  to-, 
many  dangers,  therefore  its  place  of  residence  is  a  tree,  which 
it  generally  selects  very  large  and  floujishin^.  Here  it  is  safe 
liom  all  animals,  except  those  which  climb  these  trees  for  the 
birds  that  roost  on  them  :  to  these  it  falls  often  a  sacrifice :  but, 
'  lives  greatly  secure  fixim  all, Olivers. 
'  It  i§  very  remarkable,  that  the  Slodi  always  ascends  to  the  top 
of  a  tree,  only  barring  as  it  goes,  before  it  begins  its  devastJttion. 
-And  this,  is  doubtless  from  tfe*  instinctive  guidance  of  Pro vi-^ 
dence ;  for  was  it  to  begin  eating  upwards,  when  it  had  de- 
voured all,  it  would  have  to  cUmb  down  a  wearisome  Journey 
from  the  top  of  a  dead  tree ;  and  would  be  half  starved  in  the 
auempt.  But  this  is. not  all.  The  havock  that  one  single  Sloth 
makes  on  the  largest  and  fairest  tree  is  SBcb,  that  it  is  easily 
seen:  and  this,  unless  it  might  happen  also  fifom  acmdents, 
would  betray  the  creature.  The  Sloth  eats  not  only  the  leaves, 
'but  the  butts,  and  the  very  bark-all  the  way  as  kgpes,  leaving 
only  a  dead  bnincb.  It  feeds  in  the  most  voluptuoir&  manner, 
scarcely  moving  out  of  its  plaqe  for  many  hours  together ;  all  the 
jhne  eatjng,  and  sluggisHly  lialf  closing  its;  sleepy  eyes*  As  it 
"^eds,  th^  tree  decays;  bat  its  decay  is  in  th«  course  of  nature.. 
The  dead  boughs  become  more  ai;id  more  nmnerons  all  the  way 

iiown wards  ^  and  iir  tfap  end,  when  the  creature  has  eaten  the 
ast  part  of  its  pmviaion^  it  b  aa  near  tbe  gr«mwd  as  it  can  b^  in  ■ 
any  part;  of  the  feeding;  and  it  has  nothing  to  do>  bnt'to  climbs 
^own,  as  fast  as  it  can,  and  cra«rl  to  another,  ikit  if  it  be  ne- 
^ssary  to  go  to  any  disAuBce  from  tbia»  there  is  no  wonder  (so 
^ow  and  uneasy  is  its  motiem^  and  so  unwieldy  m  shapeless: 
bnik)  tliat,  from  fat,  it  absolutely  becomes  lean  in  the  exper 
lotion. 

When  the  female  is  big  with  yomig,  she  cKmbs  the  trunk  of' 
^me  old-  tree,,  in  which  tfaerfi  is  an  hollow,  from  some  tttycW: 
^ejj^al  decay,  at  a  distance  from  the  ground^    Ij^  this  cixcunjK 
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Stance  odIj,  the  natural  laziness  of  the  creature  doth  not  got 
the  better  of  it ;  but  what  is  it  which  Nature  omits,  wlien  the  cai-e 
of  the  offspring  is  the  object  ?  Wiien  the  time  of  her  brinffing 
forth  approacne$,  as  soon  as  she  has  fixed  upon  such  a  hollow 
for  depositing  her  young,  she  climbs  to  the  very  highest  bough 
of  the  tree,  and  there  feeds  faster  than  ordinary^  When  the 
time  is  very  near,  its  belly  being  well  filled,  it  descends  with 
wore  than  its  accustomed  haste  into  the  hole,  to  have  theyoun^J 
creatures  brought  fortli.  There  are  usually  two,  sometimeB 
three,  Tliese  are  to  be  supported  by  suckling,  till  they  are  able 
to  crawl :  but  the  Slo(h  is  an  inhabitant  of  the  hotter  parts  of 
America,  and  in  those  cUmates.  creatures  acquire  this  power 
sooner.  It  is  well  that  the  dam  is  full  fed  before  she  reures  to 
the  place  of  her  bringing  forth;  for  she  is  to  support  tliese  young 
ones  by  her  milk,  allthis  time,  witliout  being  able  to  get  out  and 
eat  for  lier  own  supply.  She  is  round  and  fleshy  wlien  she  re- 
tires for  this  purpose ;  but  nothing  living  can  be  so  absolute  a 
skeleton  as  slie  is  when  she  comes  out.'  She  crawls  in  the  best 
manner  she  can,  to  the  lowest  branches,  which  she  did  notstrip, 
that  there  might  be  food  for  the  \^ung  ones.  These  follow  her  ; 
and  they  soon  begin  to  feed  as  she  does.  The  time  of  bringing 
forth  her  young,  is  a  period  of  strange  hurry  to  this  animal :  it 
cosu  her  two  or  three  joumies  up  and  down  tlie  tree,  a  tbin^ 
that  never  happens  on  any  other  occasion. 

Many  and  great  are  the  dangers  which  surround  it  while  it 
is  traveUing  to  a  new  habitation.  Whatever  beast  thinks  it 
worth  eating,  may  take  it :  and  if  it  escape  these;  it  may  be  trod 
to  death  by  tlie  step  of  some  of  the  larger  kinds,  it  is  natu- 
rally, and  indeed  reasonably  enough,  the  most  timorous  of  all  > 
animals,  for  it  can  neither  fight  nor  fly.  While  it  is  on  its 
journey  upon  the  ground,  or  if  it  be  put  there  by  way  of  expe- 
riment, the  treading  of  an  human  foot  shakes  the  eajtb  enoi\gb 
to  put  it  into  terrors.  It  trembles;  the  head  is  turned  about 
every  \vay  in  a  moment;  and  the  deformed  little  mouth  is 
opened  to* cry  like  a  young  kitten.  The  note  is  very  plaintive, 
and  very  particular*  It  may  be  expressed  by  tiie  iettgrs  m,  ai; 
and  from  this,  some  have  calleil  the  creature  by  the  name  of  Ji. 

Insignificant  as  ibis  animal  is,  who  yet  can  help  observii^ii; 
the  special  h^nd  of  a  gracious  Providence  in  its  formation  ? 
Not  designed  for  motion,. its  feet  are  nevertheless  furnished  with 
claws,  which  enable  it  to  hdd  fast  in  that  statLoh  which  is  ne- 
cessary  for  it.  Helpless  as  it  is,  and  liable  to  a  thoivumd  mis- 
chances on,  tlie  ground,  the  Universal  Provider  hath  assigned  it 
a  place  of  safety,  where  it  finds  plenty  of  food  ;  and  as  elrani*^ 
inoj  its  place  would  be  uneasy  and  dangerous,  he  halh  made 
drinking  unnecessary  to  ir,  from  the  nature  of  its  fo(Kl  and  its 
own  cnnstitutioa.  To  render  it,  defenceless  as  it  is,  the  less  ob- 
>«>xious  to  pursuit,  the  cjolour  wherewith  the  C'rciitor  hath 
<lothed  it,  serves  to  secure  it  even  from  view: — and  the  amu^ 
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ittg  iDstiact  \v!iere\vith  it  is  endowed,  and  which  we  have  re- 
marked^ respecting  its  manner  of  feeding  fiooi  the  top  to  the 
"bottom,  abundantly  evinces  a  designing  and  directing  hand,  as 
well  as  that  care  of  the  young,  which  even  stimuhites  this  most 
slothful  of  creatuies  to  a  degree  of  incUistry;  and  holds  out  a 
lesson  to  those  parents  who  are  so  abandoned  and  worthless,  as 
to  leave  their  oflspring  to  want  and  misery,  for  the  wretched 
gratification  of  drunken.ness,  idleness,  and  such  shameful  rices. 
But  while  we  behold,  witb  pleasure,  the  traces  of  provident 
care,  even  in  this  creature,  let  it  shew  us,  as  in  a  glass,  the  des- 
picable figure  of  that  vice,  whence  it  hath  its  name,  and  which 
It  so  well  delineates.  The  sleepy,  eating,  lazy,  worthless,  use- 
Jess  auiuial,  which  lodged  upuii  a  green  branch,  would  be  con- 
tent never  to  move  therefrom,  s6  it  could  there  continually  be 
led-*eat  at  ease,, and  slumber. at  will; — and  which  indeed  never 
leaves  the  branch  tifl  it  hath  destined  it,  and'  thus  i»  com- 
pelled to  move. — ^This  contemptible  lumpof  matter  well  repre- 
sents to  us  the  man  who  lives  only  to  cat  and  to  drink ;  to  in- 
dulge his  appetite,  to  feast  his  flesh,  to  dose  away  his  life  in 
sleepy  inactivity,  and  to  consume  liimself  (his  nobler  selt^  his 
soul)  arid  his  substance,  in  wretched  indolence,  and  bodily  in- 
dulgences. Let  him  but  sleep ;  cram  his  overcharged  sto- 
mach ;  molest  not  his  quiet ;  lei  him  sit  still,  or  saunter  about, 
and  yawn,  and  stretch  himself,  —  and  he  is  at  the  very  pinnacle 
of  his  wishes  ! — useless  aild  unprofitable.  —  Dost  thou  not  re- 
Biember  that  thou  art  a  man  !-^that  thou  wast  not  born  merely  to 
breathe  an  animal  MiCyfrugt^  comnmcre  ;* not  merely,  sloth-hke, 
to  eat  up  the  tree  upon  which  thou' art  stationed  : — thine  it  is  to 
cultivate  that  tree.  Thou  hast  a  soul,  and  it  much  behoves 
thee,  by  diligent  care,  to  seek  its  future  welfare :  —  thou  art  a 
wember  of  the  community,  and  art  called  upon  industriously 
to  fill  up  the  duties  of  thy  station.  Rcflson  and  Religion  alike 
demand  an  exertion  of  thy  faculties  ;  and,  to  be  a  man,  thou 
must  labour,— much  more  to  be  a  Christian  !  For  the  spiritual 
life  is  compared  to  a  warfare, — to  a  journey, — to  a  rac^ !  How 
incompatible  then  is  sloth  with  Christianity  !  and  how  disgrace- 
ful, both  to  religion  and  to  kimseU^  is  the  -  character  of  an  idle 
Christian  {  D^ 


QUERIES. 


1.  How  far  were  tlwi  Israelities  justifiable  in  taking  from 
the  Egyptians  so  mauy  valuable  articles,  under  the  pretence  of 
boiTowmg  them  :     Exod.  xii.  oo* 

2.  Why  is  it  said  in  Psalm  Iv.  C3.  '*"  The  wicked  shall  not 
live  out  half  tlieir  days,"  whenpiher  Scriptures  declare,  that 
there  is  an  appointed  time  for  man  upon  earth,  and  that  .the  pur* 
poses  of  Gud  ar«  unalterable  I 
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ChfMologkaif  Etymological,  and 
Crh'tcal  Dictionary  ot  the  Holy 
Bibky  Sec.  By  Mr,  John  Brown, 
Miniiier  ofth<  Gospel,  Haddington  : 
muck  enlarged  from  the  Dictionaries 
$f  Calmet,  isfc.  in  Two  Fblumes, 
%vo.    Aioittrjose,  1800. 

The  industry,  the  erudition, 
and,  above  all,  the  eminent  piety 
of  the  late  Rev.  J.  Brown,  have 
procured  for  his  works  a  deservedly 
Extensive  sale  in  the  churches  of 
the  saints.  His  valuable  work, 
intituled,  "  A  Dictionary  of  the 
Hbly  Bible,"  &c.  printed  at  Edin- 
burgh, by  Murray  and  Cochran, 
"7975  wc  have  taken  notice  of  in  a 
fonaer  number.  This  Dictionary, 
printed  at  Montrose,  and  which 
bears  the  name  of  Mr.  Brown,  is, 
however,  in  many  important  re- 
spects, a  very  different  work.  In 
some  fundamental  articles  of  reli- 
gion,  it  con^ains  sentiments  directly 
opposite  to  Mr.  Brown's ;  and,  in 
others,  his  sentiments  and  views 
are,  in  one  instance,  to  the  extent 
<?f  six  pages^  totally  left  out.  In  sup- 
port of  these  charges  we  refer  the 
reader  to  the  words  Adam,  Beget, 
Gospel,  Justice,  Rigkeousness,  and 
Sajutification,  It  is  true, 'that  the 
Montrose  edition  is  said  to  be 
*'  much  enlarged  from  the  Diction- 
aries of  Calmet,  Symon,*'  &c.  ;  but 
catidour  surely  required  that  the 
editor  should  furnish  his  reader 
with  a^  key  to  distinguish  the 
author's  genuine  sentiments  from 
those  which  have  been  intermingled 
or  added ;  especially  when  tJiey 
are  so  contradictory  to  what  the 
good  man  conceived  to  be  tl^c 
oracles  of  God.  We  ajre  requested 
to  add,  that  the  author's  sons,  mi- 
nisters of  the  gospel  at  Wliitbum, 
Inrerkeithing,  and  Dalkeith,  con- 
ceive their  venerable  father's  name 
to  b^  much  dishonoured  by  being 
thus  unwarrantably  preHxed  to 
iuch  a  publication. 


Periodical  Accoimts  of  the  Baptist 
Missionary  Society,    No.  X,  8i/(?. 

This  Number  contains  a  print 
and  Memoir  of  the  late  Mr.  John 
Thomas,  who  dieti  at  Dinagepore^ 
Oct.  13,  lioi.  The  intelligence  is 
interesting  and  encouraging.  It  in* 
eludes  the  substance  of  two  quar- 
terly packets,  or  the  progress  of 
the  mission  fram  Oct.  5,  1801,  to 
April  4,  1 80a.  The  printing-press, 
which,  for  the  last  two  or  three 
years  has  been  at  work,  appears  to 
be  a  great  blessing  to  this  mission. 
Be^des  giving  tne  Scriptures  to 
the  natives  in  their  own  language^ 
many  thousand  of  small  tracts  have 
been  primed,  and  distributed  ia 
several  itii^erant  tours  round  the 
country  ;  the  effects  of  which  are^ 
that  a  general  attention  is  excited  : 
many  persons,  from  various  and 
distant  quarters,  are  almost  con*> 
tinually  applying  for  instruction  { 
and  several  have  embraced  the 
gospel. 

Certain  European  infidels,  aware, 
it  seems,  of  the  affinity  between 
Deism  and  Heathenism,  have  ac. 
tually  become  the  apologists  for 
the  latter ;  and  have  oiscovered  an 
inclination  to  excite  the  govern, 
mcnt  to  stop  all  attempts  to  over- 
turn it;  but  their  efforts  have 
hitherto  been  unsuccessful. 

Mr.  Carey's  appointment  in  the 
college  at  Calcutta,  see^s  to  have 
been  the  means  of  good,  not  only 
to  individuals  under  his  care,  but 
to  several  Portugueze  Catholics  in 
that  city,  to  whom  his  frequent  re- 
sidence there  has  given  him  access. 

The  Cast,  which  threatened  to  be 
an  insuperable  barrier  in  the  way  of 
Christianity,  has  not  only  given 
way  in  the  ca^es  of  those  who  have 
been  baptized,  but  others  seem  to 
make  lignt  of  it.  If  the  Lord  con- 
tinue to  bless  the  gospel  amongst 
them,  it  is  not  improbable  that  it 
inay  gradually  fall  into  contempt.    , 

A  good  numbei*   of    Eiuop can 
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Christians  in  India,  some  of  whom 
are  the  fruits  of  the  mission,  are 
active  in  their  respective  spheres. 
Letters,  in  defence  of  Christianity, 
written  by  Mr.  Cunningham,  have 
appeared  in  The  Oriental  Star  (a 
Calcutta  newspaper)  and  have  since 
been  reprinted  at  Serampore,  in  the 
form  of  a  pamphlet. 

Three  of  the  baptized  natives 
have  given  much  pain  to  the  Mis- 
sionanes,  by  their  contentious  con- 
duct ;  but  the  exercise  of  a  strict 
and  faithful  discipline,  has  been  the 
means  of  recovering  two  of  them. 

<*  God,'*  say  the  Missionaries, 
•*  we  trust,  will  bring"  ^ood  out  of 
this  evil.  It  has  furnished  us  whh 
an  opportunity  of  laying  before  our 
Hincloo  bretliren  and  sisters,  hi  a 
peculiar  manner,  tlic  necessity  of 
universal  holiness,  and  the  impos- 
sibility of  uniting  the  service  of  any 
one  sin  with  that  of  Jesus  Christ. 
The  steps  also  which  have  been 
taken  with  the  offending  parties, 
have  convinced  them,  more  than 
many  exhortations,  of  our  detcnni- 
nations  to  retain  none  in  the  church 
Who  are  not  willing  to  depart  from 
all  iniquity.  We  feared  it  would 
have  been  a  stqmbling-block  in  the 
^ay  of  our  inquiring  friends  j  but 
ft  appears  to  have  operated,  through 
the  DiviAc  Goodness,  in  a  contrary 
way.*' 

**  As  several  have  lost  cast  for,  or 
thro\igh  the  gospel;  an  opportunity 
is  afforded  to  gather  up  tlieir  chil- 
dren. The  Missionaries  have  ac- 
cordingly established  a  free-school, 
for  the  boarJl,  clothing,  and  tuition 
of  twenty  native  youths,  — either 
children  of  (Jhristian  parents,  or  of 
such  as  are  willing  to  lose  cast. 
In  this  school  they  employ  Chris- 
tian Hindoos  as  teacher^,  though 
the  whole  is  inspected  by  thein- 
aelves.  The  ex  pence  is  estimated 
at  about  170  1.  a  year;  the  chief 
of  which  is  subscribe*!  by  the 
religious  public  of  Bengal." 

Be;id«  the  above  intelligence,  . 
the  Number  contains,  a  Letter  from 
the  Society  t^the  Mi.s:>ionarics  j  — 
to  the  Ci  ribiian  Hindoos ;  —  and  to 
Felix  C«rcy,  wlio  is  chosen  to  be  a 
Missionary  ,  —  the  Designation  of 
Mr.  Chatu'icrlain  ;  — •  and  Resolu- 
tions of  t  he  C ;}] liini  i  lee. 


N.  B.  We  learn  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Society,  that  since  the 
present  Number  has  been  out, 
other  letters  have  arrived,  of  as  late 
date  as  July  16,  1802,  giving  anac- 
count  of  six  more  having  been  bap* 
tized  ;  namely,  Five  natives  and 
one  European.  Among  the  former 
was  Golook,  the  married  daughter 
of  Kristno  ;  who  having  been  for- 
cibly carried  away  about  a  year  be- 
fore, and  compelled  to  marry  a  mati 
to  whom  she  had  been  betrothed  in 
childhood,  after  much  cruel  treat- 
ment for  her  refusal  to  renounce 
Christianity,  made  her  escape  in 
May  last.  She  was,  at  her  own  re- 
peated request,  baptized  in  June  ; 
and,  it  is  said,  her  husband  does  not 
wish  her  to  return.  Their  number 
of  members  now  is  twenty-four ;' 
v/V.  Thirteen  natives,  and  elcvea 
Europeans. 

The  wrjter  of  Mr.  Thomas's 
Memoir,  wishes  the  reader  to  draw 
his  pen  over  the  word  <*  ages,*'  in 
p.  247,  1.9.;  an  erratum  which  was 
too  late  for  correction. 

Correction,  Instruction ;  or  the 
Rod  and  the  Word  :  a  Treatise  on 
Afflictions^  ^c,  By  Thomas  Case, 
M.  i4.    New  Edition,  izffto,  zs, 

Mr.  Case  was  a  Non-conform- 
ist Minister,  of  considerable  emi- 
nence and  ability.  The  work  be- 
fore us  was  originally  **  conceivtd 
by  way  of  private  meditations,' »- 
when  in  prison  for  his  Non-con- 
formity. Upon  his  enlargement, 
these  meditations  were  thrown  into 
the  form  of  sermons  on  Psalm  xciv. 
i£.  The  publication  of  them  was 
then  earnestly  solicited  by  matiy, 
and  particularly  by  the  great  and 
excellent  Dr.  Manton ;  who,  when 
he  perused  the  MS.  addressed  the 
author  in  a  letter  which  concludes 
thus  :  — %**  Good  Sir,  be  persuaded 
to  publish  these  discourses  ;  the 
subject  is  useful ;  and  your  manner 
of  handling  it,  warm  jnd  affection- 
ate; —  do  not  deprive  the  world  of 
your  experiences.  Certainly  my 
heart  is  none  of  the  tend  ere  st  ;  yet, 
if  he»rt  auswereth  to  heart,  I  can 
easily  foresee  mi>ch  success  j  and 
that^ou  will  not  repent  of  the  pub-  . 
licaiion,"  &c*     It  would  be  super- 
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fluous,  if  not  arrogant,  to  add  our 
recommendation  to  that  af  Dr. 
Manton  ;  we  shall  only  add,  there- 
fore, that  we  consider  it  as  a  suit- 
able companion  in  every  chamber 
of  affliction ;  as  not  only  instructive 
to  the  ignorant,  but  ;he  most  expe- 
rienced Christians;  who  will,  we 
lioubt  not,  say  with  Dr.  Manton, 
when  they  read  it,  *♦  the  half  has 
not  been  told  us.'* 

This  little  work  has  been  ex- 
tremely scarce  for  many  years,  and 
little  known.  In  this  new  edition, 
a  few  quaintnesses  and  repetitions 
are  omitted,  which  will  make  it 
generally  more  acceptable. 

The  principal  Parts  of  the  Christian 
Religion  respecting  Faith  and 
Practice;    or  an  humble    Attempt 

.  to  place  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant Subjects  of  Doctrinal^  Ex' 
perimentaly  and  Fractical  Divi- 
njtyy  in  a  clew  and  Scriptural 
Light,  %'vo.  A  Hew  Edition^  cor^ 
reeled  and  enlarged.  Bj  D.  Tay- 
lor, London, 

This  volume  is  divided  into  six- 
teen chapters ;  in  which  are  consi- 
dered the  foUowingsubjects:— The 
Character  and  Perfections  of  God  ; 
— The  State  of  Man  before  Sin  en- 
tered into  the  World;— The  Moral 
Law  ;  —  The  Fall ;  —  The  Uncon- 
verted Sinner  arraigned  and  con- 
demned by  the  Law  of  God  \ — This 
condemned  State  proved  to  be  the 
State  of  all  Men  by  Nature  ;  —  An 
Enquiry  concerning  several  Methods 
of  obtaining  Salvation,  which  Men 
often  propose  to  themselves ; — The 
Way  ofjSalvation  by  Jesus  Christ; 
-;*The  Operation  of  the  Holy  Spi- 
rit ;  — Tne  Scripture  Account  of 
Faith  in  Christ ; — The  genuine  Ef- 
fects of  Faith ;  —  The  Nature,  Ex- 
tent, and  Means  of  Evangelical  Ho- 
liness;—  The  Christian's  Treasure 
opened,  or  a  View  of  his  Privi- 
leges;—Encouragement  and  Advice 
to  real  Christians  ;  ^  A  short  Viev/ 
of  Death,  Judgment,  Heaven,  and 
Hell;  with  aProof  of  the  Eternity 
of  future  Punishment ;— Addresses 
to  several  Classes  of  Readers. 

These  several  parts  of  the  Divine 
Will,  wc  are  informed,  were  more 
i^Tj^ely  illustrated  and  improved 


from  the  pulpit,  in  a  course  of 
sermons,  at  Wadsworth ;  and  were 
attended  to  with  diligence,  and 
crowned  with  success.  The  first 
edition  of  this  work  was  printed  in 
1 775,  and  dedicated  to  the  author's 
friends  at  the  above-mentioned 
place.  This  new  edition  is  dedi- 
cated to  the  church  of  Christ  as- 
sembling in  Church- lane.  White- 
chapel,  of  which  Mr.  Taylor  is 
pastor. 

Although  we  have  had  several 
compendiums  of  the  essential  arti. 
cles  of  religion,  by  different  writ- 
ers ;  yet  we  think  the  present  will 
not  be  found  altogether  useless.  An 
artless  simplicity,  and  an  evident 
design  of  doing  good,  run  through 
the  whole.  The  author,  studiously 
avoiding  all  nice  distinctions  and 
rhetorical  embellishments,  adapts 
his  style  to  the  lowest  capacity, 
and  labours  to  make  every  subject 
clear  to  the  understanding.  Some 
of  the  notes,  indeed,  where  the  ori- 
ginals are  quoted,  may  not  be  of 
any  utility  to  the  unlearned ;  bi  t 
these  arc  but  few  ;  and,  not  being 
intermixed  with  the  text,  cannot 
interrupt  the  attention  of  those  v  ho 
are  not  capable  of  und<^r standing 
them.  There  are  very  few  positions 
in  the  work  we  are  disposed  to  con- 
trovert :  there  is  one,  however,  that 
is  not  generally  held  by  our  ortho- 
dox divines,  i.  e,  the  Universality 
of  Christ's  Death;  which  Mr.  Tay- 
lor believes  and  asserts,  but  has 
omitted  to  bring  forward  the  objec- 
tions to  that  doctrin«  ;  which,  we 
think,  should  not  have  been  4bne, 
as  no  man  is  required  to  make  up 
his  mind  on  a  controverted  point  by 
examining  orily  one  side  of  the  ques- 
tion. He  refers  the  reader,  how- 
ever, to  his  Letters  to  Mr.  Fuller 
on  that  subject ;  and,  in  stating  his 
own  views  of  if,  he  discpvers  no- 
thing of  a  dogmatical  spirit,  or  a 
bigotted  turn  of  mind .  We  applaud 
Mr,  Taylor  for  making  his  work  of 
a  practical  tendency.  Thus,  after 
speaking  of  the  operations  of  the 
Divine  Spirit,  the  reality,  origin, 
certainty,  and  necessity  of  these 
operations,  he  improves  it  in  the 
following  manner :  — 

"1.  Let  every  reader  carefully 
examine  himself,  whether  the  Spirt 
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of  God  dwells  in  him.  a.  Let  every 
one  beware  of  vexing  and  grieving 
the  Holy  Spirit.  3.  Remember, 
that  the  Spirit  in  the  heart  is  tlie 
same  Spirit  that  teaches  in  the 
Scriptures.  Thus  we  have  always 
a  test  at  hand  by  which  we  may  try 
ourselves.  4.  we  are  not  to  con- 
sider every  impulse  or  impression 
of  the  mmd  an  operation  or  in- 
fluence of  the  Holy  Spirit.'  Too 
many,  alas!  are,  in  this  instance, 
awfully  mistaken.  On  hearing  a 
strange  doctrine,  or  making,  or 
imagming  that  we  make,  some  new 
discoveries,  which  gratify  a  spe- 
culative and  curious  mind ;  feeling 
some  peculiar  impressions  from  the 
beairty  of  a  preacher's  style  and  ad- 
dress, or  even  from  his  tone,  his 
attitudes,  and  gestures,  —  we  have 
sometimes  experienced  those  agree- 
able sensations  which,  though  we 
have  been  still  left  under  the  power 
of  a  carnal  mind,  h:tve  been  called 
divine  operations.  Thus  numbers 
are  deluded  and  encouraged  to  cry 
to  themselves,  —  **  Peace,  peace, 
when  there  is  no  peace,"  Let  cvei  y 
reader  know,  that  no  sensation,  no 
impression  is  of  God,  if  it^  tendency 
DC  not  to  transform  us  after  his  own 
image,  in  righteousness  and  holi. 
ncss. — 5.  Remember  there  is  no  in- 
consistency between  divine  o)jenip. 
tions  on  the  minds  of  men  and  the 
most  earnest  exhortations,  invita- 
tions, and  persuasions,  addressed  by 
ministers  both  to  saints  and  sinners. 
—  6.  This  doctrine  of  the  divine 
operations,  furnishes  abundant  oc- 
casion for  prayer  and  praise.  —  7. 
Never  forget  that,  thouoii  the  great 
God,  by  the  iafluen:e  of  his  Spirit, 
is  the  sovereign  Agent  in  our  con- 
version, edincatjon,  and  all  the 
good  that  is  produced,  yet.  he 
makes  use  of  various  means  to  ef- 
fect his  purpose.  — .  8.  That,  so  far 
from  the  influences*  of  the  Holy  Spi- 
rit on  the  mind  of  man  being  rea- 
sons of  indolence  on  ;he  one  hand, 
or  discouragement  on  the  other, 
that  they  are  represented  in  Scrip- 
ture as  encouragements  to  exert 
Ourselves,  in  order  to  our  fruitful- 
ness  and  comfort.'* 

These  are  useful  and  important 
remarks,  ably  pioved  from  Scrip- 
tuifc^  and  concisely  amplified  by  the 


author ;  and  shews  us  the  use  that 
can  and  ought  to  be  made  of  those 
doctrines  of  grace,  on  the  belief  of 
which  our  happinests  and  salvation 
depend.  — — 

Reflections  oh  the  Resurrection  and 
Ascension  of  Christ,  mid  of  ike 
probable  Consequences  of  a  public 
Exhibition  of  his  Ascension*  Bj 
J.  Bigland.     ^vo.     is.  td. 

The  well-known  Thomas  Paine, 
among  many  futile  objections  to 
Christianity,  laid  particular  stress 
upon  the  private  manner  in  which 
our  Lord  arose  from  the  dead,  and 
on  his  appearing  only  to  his  own 
disciples  afterward.  The  ascension 
of  Christ,  he  thinks,  ought  to  have 
been  as  public  as  that  ot  a  balloon, 
&c.  This  objection,  which  others 
have  more  cur:>orily  answered,  Mr. 
Bigland  (whom  we  understand,  to 
be  a  layman)  takes  up,  and,  consi- 
dering it  in  all  its  bearings,  shews, 
that  such  a  public  exhibition  was 
by  no  means  necessary  to  prove  the 
event ;  and  that  it  would  have 
added  little  or  nothing  to  the  histo- 
rical evidence  we  now  possess  :  nor 
would  it  have  contributed  to  silence 
the  cavils  of  infidelity.  Mr.  Big- 
land  writes  with  much  temper  and 
good  sense  J  his  reasoning  is  close, 
and  his  language  nervous.  Though 
the  above  is  the  leading  topic  of 
his  pamphlet,  it  is  not  the  only 
one^  he  suggests  many  things  to 
strengthen  ilie  general  evidences  of 
ChriDtianiiy  ;  and  the  reader  will 
meet  with  more  novelty  and  enter- 
tiiinnient  than  is  usual  in  travelling 
such  beaten  ground.  At  t!ie  same 
time,  this  writer  avoids  that  severe 
And  sarcastic  language  with  which 
some  have  treated  Deistical  objec- 
tions. While  they  have  answered 
**  a  JQol  according  to  his  folfyy  lest  he 
should  be  wi^ein  his  own  conceit,** 
Mr.  Bigland  has  adopted  the  other 
maxim  of  the  wise  ^nan,  —  **  Aa, 
silver  NOT  a  fool  according  to  his  folly  ^ 
lest  thou  be  like  unto  lum.'* 

Upon  the  whole,  we  cannot  hut 
recommend  this  paraphkt,  as  well 
to  young  persons  who  wish  to  be 
well-groimdcd  in  the  evidences  of 
their  faith,  as  to  others,  wlwse 
minds  have  been  perplexed  witii 
doubts  and  difficultieson  Uie  subject* 
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Tbc  Xondon  Appreiuicc,  or  the 
Life  and  Death  of  N.  Butler^  '^vho 
^was  executed  in  Chcapiidc  for  the 
Murder  of  his  Feili/w  A^prtntite  ; 
w/'/A  an  Account  of  the  Ihrce 
Confei'ences  which  Sir  R.  Titch- 
bourn.  Lord  Mayer  of  London^  had 
vjjtk  hint  in  Prison.  'Published  by  his 
Lordship*s  ChapUxiny  with  an  Address 
to  the  Citizens  of  London,  Kecom* 
mended  by  server ed  Eminent  Divines ; 
and  republished f  with  an  Address  to 
London  Apprentices,  By  the  Rtv,  J. 
DuiKan,  IX.  i>.     121779.     M, 

Dr.  Duncan,  some  time  since, 
introduced  this  pious  magistrate  to 
the  present  age,  by  the  republica- 
tion of  an  excellent  sermon,  which 
was  noticed  in  our  review.  The 
present  narrative,  which  is  recom- 
mended to  our  youth  in  preference 
to  -the  celebrated'  George  Barn^veU, 
will  be  found  highly  interesting  and 
instructive.  The  Address  pears 
the  following  great  and  venerable 
signatures ;  Casejjacomb,  Calaniy, 
Doolittle,Watson,  Gouge,  Manton, 
Pool,  Vincent,  Brooks,  Caryl, 
Jackson,   Lye,  Clarke,  Dyer,  &c. 

Christian     Preacher's    Diary    for 
1S03. 

Christian  Gentleman  and  Trades. 
man's  Diary ^  diuo. 

Though  vrt  think  it  quite  un- 
necessary to  review  the  annual  pub* 
iication  of  religious  pocket-books, 
which  are  mostly  on  one  plan,— yet, 
as  these  are  new  and  original  publi- 
cations, the  case  materially  differs. 

Each  of  these  Diaries  contains 
i«6  ruled  pages  for  memorandums 
and  accounts  ;  with  a  text  of  Scrip- 
ture for  each  day.  To  the  former 
are  prefixed,  Mr.  Eyre*s  Abstract 
of  Claude's  Essay  on  the  Composi- 
tion of  a  Sermon  ;  —  Exfracts  from 
Dr.  Doddridge's  MS.  Lectin-eson 
Preachingi— Dates  of  the  Books  gf 
tlie  Old  tad  New  Testament  ;  — 
Principles  of  Grammar  and  Hhetoi- 
ric,  in  Verse ;  —  Brief  Chronology, 
lire  &c. 

To  the  latter  arc  prefixed,  tht 
Character  of  the  Christian  Gentle- 
wan  and  Tradesman  i  — •  Fnmklia's 


Way  to  Wealth  ;-.List  of  BaiJcers| 
—  Poetry,  &c.  The  subsequent 
pages  are  the  6ame  in  both  pocket*, 
books  ;  and  contain,  besides  a  com- 
plete Libt  of  Chapels,  Arc.  judi- 
cious abstracts  of  various  branches 
erf  science,  with  a  reference  to  their 
religious  application,  under  the  title 
of  •*  the  Circle  of  Sciences  conse- 
crated by  the  Ci;oss."  The  article* 
here  introduced  are,  Anatomy,  At- 
tronomy.  Botany,  Chemistry,  Elec- 
tricity, Galvanism,  Geograpliy,  >iy- 
drostatics  Magnetism,  Mechanics, 
Optics,  Pneumatics,  Natural  PliUo- 
sophy,  Theology. 

These  Diaries  are  sold  in  vario^ti 
bindings,  from  sheep  to  morocco,  at 
the  usual  prices  of  gentlemen's  mi* 
nual  pocket-books. 

A  New  Year's  Gift  for  the  ChiUrtu 
of  Chaiity  and  Sanday  -  Schools, 
£y  J.  Townscud.  izmo.  In  stiff 
covers^  id. 

Mr.Townsend  is  already  known 
to  our  readers,  not  only  as  a  minis- 
ter, but  as  tlie  author  of  an  excel- 
lent volume  of  sei'uions  on  Prayer, 
Hints  in  Defence  of  Sunday  Schools, 
&c.  To  this  lit^ile  affectionate  ad- 
dress, are  added  some  short  Narra- 
tives of  Children,  both  by  way  of 
warning  aod  example. 

New  Religious  Intelligence,  chlefy 
from  the  Atnerican  Slates,  izmo^ 
6d, 

For  this  little  pamphlet,  wc  irt 
informed,  the  public  stand  indebted 
to  the  venerable  Dr.  Erskine.  It 
contain^  the  following  Letters  :  -~ 
An  Account  of  a  Revival  of  Reli- 
gion in  the  Counties  of  Otsego  and 
Delaware,  State  of  New  York  ;  -* 
A  similar  Acctount  from  tlw  Town 
of  Winthrop,  Di strict  of  ^fayne  ;— * 
Ditto,  in  New  Marlbiorough,  Mas- 
sachusetts ;  —  Ditto,  at  Grauvil2c  | 

—  Account  of  the  Connecticut 
Missiooary  Society  to  the  Close  of 
1801.  These  articles  are  all  copied 
from  the  Connecticut  Magazine.—" 
Account  of  the  Revival  of  Reli- 
gion in  West  Hartford,  Jan.  1800  ; 

—  some  Account  of  Mr.  J.  C» 
Kralft* 
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These  accounts,  if  not  equally 
wonderful,  are  equally  pleasing  and 
encouraging  with  any  that  have 
i)een  made  public  ;  and  the  effects 
of  these  conversions  are  stated  to  be 


permanent  and  abiding.  We  could 
give  extracts  with  pleasure  ;  but 
the  smallness  of  this  tract  induces 
us  rather  to  recommend  its  perusal 
to  our  readers. 


SELECT  LIST  OF  RELIGIOUS  PUBLICATIONS. 


.  The  Spirit's  Work  in  the  Heart 
the  great  Witness  to  the  Truth  as 
it  is  in  Jesus.  By  R.  Hawker, 
D.  D.  &c.     8vo  and  i2mo. 

Bishop  Beveridgc's  Private 
Thoughts.  A  New  Edition,  izmo, 
3S.  6d.  boards;  or  4s.  bound. 

An  Enquiry  into  the  Origin  of 
True  Religion ;  together  with  the 
Invention  of  Letters,  and  the  Dis- 
covery of  the  most  useful  Arts,  Sec, 
By  J.  Creighton,  B.A.     8vo.    is. 

May's  Family  Prayers,  abridged. 
A  new  Edition,  iimo. 

Periodical  Accounts  of  the  Bap- 
tist Missionary  Society.  No.  X.  is. 


Apples  ot  Gold  for  Young  Mea 
and  Women,  and  a  Crown  of  Glory 
for  Old  Men  and  Women.  By  the 
late  Rev.  T.  Brooks,  Author  of 
"  Precious  Remedies,**  &c.  New 
Edition,  iSmo,  2s.  6d. 

The  Saint  Indeed,  or  the  great 
Work  of  a  Christian  opened  and 
pressed.  By  the  late  Rev.  J. 
Flavel.     New  Edit.  i8mo,  is^  6d. 

A  Sermon  preached  before  the 
Book  Society  ;  containing  an  Histo- 
rical Account  of  the  Socfety.  By 
J.  Rippon,  D.  0.    8vo,  is. 

Simpson's  Plea  for  RelJgioi^  &c. 
Second  JEdition,  8vo,  78. 
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WILLIAM  WOOEV 

1>EPARTED  this  life,  July  20, 
tSo2,  aged  eighty  years.'  He  was 
a  very  distinguished  instance  of  the 
wise  man's  observation  :  — **  The 
hoary  head  is  a  crown  of  glory,  if 
it  be  fbund  in  the  way  of  righte- 
ousness.** Through  a  long  suc- 
cession of  years,  his  walk  and  con- 
versation in  the  church,  and  in  the 
world,  justly  entitled  him  to  the 
exalted  character  of  an  esteUfUshed 
Christicm, 

He  was  born  at  Farnley,  ncafr 
Leeds,  in  the  year  1722  ;  and  at  the 
age  of  thirty,  was  first  awakened  to 
a  discovery  of  his  fallen  state  by 
nature,  under  a  sermon  preached 
9X  the  Methodist  chapel,  in  Leeds, 
fro;n  Micah  vi.  7.  He  continued 
to  attend  the  word  of  God,  in  that 
chapel ;  and  growing  in  love  to 
divme  things,  discovered  his.  zeal 
for  the  promotion  of  Christian 
knowledge  and  experience,  by 
establishmg  social  prayer  -  meet- 
ings, &c.  in  Wortley,  Holbeck,  and 
Leeds.  But,  iiis  views  of  the  cs- 
aential  do^ttines  of  the  gospel  not 


according  with  those  maintained  by 
that  connection,  he  left  it,  at  the 
same  time  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ed- 
wards ;  at  whose  death  he  became 
a  member  of  the  church  of  whick 
Mr.  Parsons  is  now  pastor.  Here 
he  continued  long  a  burning  and 
bKining  light,  to  the  unspeakable 
joy  of  many  who,  through  his  in- 
strumentality, were  brought  to  the 
knowledge  and  enjoyment  of  evan- 
gelical truths.  By  his  piety  and 
usefulness  he  reflected  a  peculiar 
lustre  upon  the  humble  sphere  in 
which  he  was  appointed  f  move  ; 
for  he  had  learnt  the  pleasing  art  of 
being  content  and  happy  in  his  si. 
tuation. 

In  his  little  cot,  slothfiiIi>cs$  and 
inditference  were  not  indulged.  He 
had  there  erected  an  altar  to  the 
J^rd  :  awoke  regularly  at  four  in 
the  morning,  and  rose  at  five ;  un- 
less confined  by  indisposition.  Na- 
turally of  a  social  temper,  he  sought 
the  company  of  his  Christian 
friends ;  and  at  every  interview^ 
would  introduce,  and  frequently 
enlarge  u^on.some  of  the  sweetest 
portiomi  ot  the  word  of  God  |   and 
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he  had  a  peculiarly  happy  nwthod 
of  cxpiairung  and  applying  the  va- 
rious parts  of  Christian  experience. 
An  humble   sense  of  his  own  un- 
worthiness,  and  a  cheerful  resigna- 
tion to  the  Divine  Will,  were  lead- 
ing traits  in  his  character.     What- 
ever difficulties  might  occur  in  the 
dispensations  of  Providence  or  of 
grace,  they  were  all  solved  and  re- 
moved by  the  application  of  this 
one  sentence,. "  Even   so,  Father, 
for  so  it  seemeth  good  in  tlvy  sight." 
Having  thus  borne  an  honourable 
testimony  to  the  reality  of  religion 
and  the  power  of  godliness  for  the 
space  of  fifty  years,  lie  was  at  length 
called  to  confirm  and  .strengthen 
tJut  testimony  by  a  corresponding 
temper    and    deportment   upon    a 
death-bed.      He   had    long  accus- 
tomed himself  to  reflect  upon  the 
event  of  bis  final  dissolution,— and 
could,  therefore,  view  its  approach 
without  any  emotion  of  fear  and 
dismay  ;  and  in   the  midst  of  all 
his  sufferings,  he  **  rejoiced  in  hope 
cf  the  glory  of  God.'*     A  Cew  days 
previous  to  his  departure,   he  was 
favoured  with  some  delightful  fore- 
tastes of  {hat  glory,  which  was  soon 
to  be  more   fully   revealed  $  and, 
fJRom  that  circumstance,   was  per- 
suaded that  his  time  on  earth  would 
be  very  short.     Early  in  the  morn- 
ing   of    July    19,    with    unusual 
strength  and  clearness  of  voice,  hfi 
committed  all  his  concerns  for  time 
and  eternity  to  the  care  of  a  faith- 
ful and  unchanging  God.     To  his 
aged  wife,  he  said,  •*  I  have  Hea- 
ven upon  earth."—  She  asked  him, 
what  must  become  of  her  when  he 
should  be  gone  to  his  final  home  i 
He  said,  **  I  leave  you  in  the  Lord's 
hands  :  he  has  provided  for  you  so 
far,  and  he  will  provide  to  the  end  ; 
and  will  shortly  bring  you  to  your 
eternal  rcstl"      In   the  most  im- 
pressive manner,  he  soon  after  ex- 
claimed, lifting  up  both  his  hands 
in   an  attitude     of    astonishment, 
'*  Ihm  littie !     how  mcstn  !     how 
vain!    do  all  created  things  now 
look  within  sight  of  tlie  promised 
land  !*'  —  His  bodily  weakness  con- 
tinued to    increase,    with  evident 
*  symptoms  that  the  springs  of  life 
wcrc-nearly  exhausted;  but  hear- 
int  ^  friend  ask  if  he  was  a&leep 
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(his  eyes  being  closed)  he  seemed 
to  exert  himself  that  he  might  an- 
swer, •*  I  sleep,  but  my  heart 
waketh  1*'  Several  hours  before  he 
died,  his  speech  left  him ;  but 
even  then,  his  looks,  every  move- 
ment, appeared  to  bespeak  the 
peace  of  his  mind,  and  the  strength 
of  his  confidence.  —  At  eleven 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  immor- 
tal spirit  left  its  remnant  of  clay,  to 
join  the  innumerable  company  of ' 
saints  above. 

The  providence   was  improved 
by  Mr.  Parsons,  fromPs.  Ixxiii.  i6, 

J-B. 

JOHN  WINLAW. 

On  the  30th  of  July,    ijSoi,  aged 
twenty-seven,   died  John  Winlaw, 
b'ttcher,  in  Berwick-upon-Tweed. 
His  death  was  matter  of  sorrow  to  j. 
number  of  the  people  of  God  in  this 
place,  who  have  sustained  a  loss 
which  only  can  be  made  up  by  so- 
vereign grace  calling  others,  as  it 
was  manifested  in  plucking  him,  as 
a  brand  out  of  the  burning.    He  re-' 
ceived  religious'  impressions  when 
about  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  of 
age,    and  at  a  time  when    placed 
amongst  those  who  had  no  fear  of 
God    before   their   eyes.     Having 
tasted  that  the  Lord  was  gracious, 
he  began  to  ask  the  way  to  Si#u, 
with  his  face  thitherward ;  and  was 
instructed  in  the    way  of  the  Lord 
more  perfectly  by  some  experienced 
Christians.  He  soon  joined  a  prayer-, 
meeting,  and  was  a  constant  attend- 
ant,   and    an  ornamental    member 
until  the  time  of  his  la^t  sickness. 
He  was  likewise  a  useful  member  of 
the  gratis  Sabbath  Evening  School- 
Society  in  this  place,  and  cneerfuliy 
assisted  as  a  teacher  in  one  of  the 
schools.  In  his  worldly  calling,  owt, 
deceased  friend  was  honest  and  up- 
right ;  and  accompanied  by  the  bles- 
sing of  God,  his  business  was  iA  a 
prosperous  way-  As  a  Christian,  he 
had  a  conversation  becoming  the 
gospel  of  Christ,  and  was  lemarka- 
ble  for  artless  sHnplicity  and  godl/ 
sincerity ;  insomuch,  that  even  thosA 
who  care  for  none  of  these  things,, 
were  constrained  to  speak  well  ol 
him.  He  esteemed  all  who  love  ouc 
Lord  Jesus  Cluist,  and  cordially 
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joined  with  tliem  in  the  wDrk  of  the 
I«ordy  although  they  did  not  see 
every  thing  in  the  same  light  as  he 
4id.  On  the  Lord's  Day,  July  i^, 
after  he  came  from  public  worship, 
jbe  found  himself  unweU  ;  he  con- 
tinued  so  for  several  days  ^  but  was 
not  tliought  dangerous.  During 
this  time,  he  appeared  comfortable 
m  his  Soul,  and  resigned  to  this  pro- 
vidence, saying,  he  was  in  the  .hands 
of  a  merciful  God,  who  had  shewed 
Ikim  much  kindness.  Qn  the  25th, 
Being  the  Sabbath^  he  expressed  a 
wi^  that  none  but  piou§  people 
might  come  in  to  his  room ;  aikl 
desired  a  friend  to  read  him  several 
]^ortions  of  S(^ripture ;  **  these," 
said  he,  **  liave  been  refresliing  to 
we  in  times  past.  The  righteous- 
ness of  Christ  is  all  my  desire  ;  and 
1  trust  this  alone  fdr  my  everlasting 
aalyation."  The  fever,  which  un- 
til now  had  been  moderate,  began 
to  Increase.  The  surgeon  asking, 
jf  a  physician  might  be  called  on  ^ 
lie  replied,  they  might  do  so  j  but 
lie  pUcedno  dependence  on  Human 
aid. 

Mrs.  W.  being  much  distressed 
on  his  account,  he  said  unto  her, 
•*  My  dear,  it  seems  to  be  the  will 
•f  our  heavenly  Father  that  I  must 


kave  you  ;  but  rhj'Ood  shall  sup^ 
ply  ail  your  neca.  He  hath  pro- 
mised to  be  a  husband  to  the  wi- 
dow, and  a  father  to  the  fatherless. 
O  train  up  the  children  in  the  nur- 
ture and  admonition  of  the  Lord, 
that  they  may  early  kn*w  the  God 
of  their  father."  It  now  became* 
apparent  that  his  departure  was  at 
hand ;  he  several  times  wished  to 
speak  to  those  around  him,  but  was 
unable  ;  and,  a  little' before  he  ex- 
pired,   he  seemed  as  if  engaged  in-* 

E raising  God  with  his  last  labouring 
reath. 

RECENT  DEATHS. 

On  Sunday,  the  2d  of  January,' 
died  Charles  Townsend,  Esq.  of 
Homerton,  in  the  parishof  St-John^.- 
Hackney,  after  a  short  illness,  which' 
was  closed  by  a  happy  dismissioiv 
into  ihc  world  of  spirits  j— aini,  on 
the  Saturday  following,  Edward* 
Hanson,  Esq.  of-  Clapton,  in  the* 
same  parish ;  who,  after  patiently 
waiting,  entered  into  his  desired  rest. 

borne  particulars  relative  to  these 
gentlemen,  and  to  the  liberal  things 
devised  by  them  for  the  poor^  and 
for  the  interest  of  religion,  we  shall 
lay  before  the  public  in  a  future  No. 


RELIGIOUS    INTELLIGENCE. 


MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 
The  pirectors  feel  a  peculiar  pleasure  in  recommending  the  following" 
Letter  to  the  serious  attentioi>  of  the  religious  public.  They  notice, 
with  gratitude  to  God,  this  auspicious  commencement  of  a  most  im- 
portant Mii»»»ion,  which  was  in  their  own  contemplation  at  the  forma- 
tion oi  the  London  Society  ;  and  can  do  no  less  than  warmly  commend 
it  to  the  benevolent  patronage  of  tho«e  who  long,  and  pray^  and  exert 
themselves,  for  the  glory  of  the  Redeemer's  Kingdom,    * 

To  the    Rev.  J.  Eyre,   St:cre-     great  cause  in  wliich  they  arc  en- 


tary  to  the  London  Mimon- 
arj/  Society, 

Edinburgh,  Dec,  28,  i8C2. 
Sir, 
The  Directors  of  the  Edinburgh 
Missionary  Society  would  be  deh- 
cicnt  in  the  gratitude  which  they 
owe  10  Godj  if  they  embraced  not 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  laying 
before  you,  and  other  frieudsof  the 


gaged,"  tlie  very  remarkable  coun- 
tenance which  the  Divine  Provi- 
dence has  given  to  the  late  at- 
tempts of  the  Society,  and  the 
strong  encounigement  which  it  now 
holds  out,  to  prosecute  their 
schemes  with  increasing  vigour.. 

For  several  years  past,  our  atten- 
tion had  been  diiected  towards  tiie 
iiorthern  shores  of  the  Caspian 
Sea,  as  a  situatiou  peculiarly  fit  for 
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fit 


the  establishment  of  a  Christian 
Mission^  The  more  we  examined 
the  map  of  the  worlds  and  consider- 
ed the  moral  and  religious  state  of 
its  inhabitants,  the  more  deeply  did 
this  idea  impress  our  minds.  Al- 
most  in  the  ce^nter  of  the  Old  Con- 
tinent ; — on  the  confines  of  several 
of  the  greatest  empires  in  the  world, 
having  Pcn»ia  on  the  south,  Turkey 
on  the  west,  Russia  on  the  north, 
and  Tartary  on  the  east ;— sur- 
rounded on  every  hand  by  numer- 
ous tribes  of  men,  aH  sunk  in  the 
deepest  ignorance  and  depravity ; 
iome  of  them  indeed,  professedly 
Christians,  though  altogether 
strangers  to  g^enuine  Christianity  ; 
the  rest,  either  Mahommedans, 
fillowers  of  the  Dalai  Lama,  or 
Heathens  of  some  other  creed,  — - 
what  a  wide  field  of  usefulness  here 
for  faithful  Missionaries!  What 
an  inriting  situation  for  scattering 
some  handfuls  of  the  com  of  Hea- 
ven !  and  What  rich  returns  might, 
by  the  blessing  of  God,  be  expect- 
ea  in  the  conversion  and  salvation 
•f  perishiug'millions ! 

Obvious,  however,  as  were  the 
advantages  of  this  Missionary  sta- 
tion, ^difficolties  of  a  formidable, 
iay,  'apparently  *  insurmountable 
ttature,  presented  themselves  to  ac- 
curate observers.  These  we  shall 
not  at  present  detail.  Suffice  it  to 
say,  that  for  a  while  they  damped 
int  courage  of  the  most  confident, 
'  and  checked  the  ardour  of  the  most 
zealous.  Hence,  opportunity  of 
preaching  the  gospel  m  this  ex  ten. 
live  zxA  uncivilized  .part  of  the 
globe,  was  an  object  rather  of  de. 
sire  than  of  hope. 

Yet  the  magnitude  of  the  object 
seemed  to  demand  that  an  experi. 
ment  should  Uc  made.  The  Edin- 
burgh  Mis^onary  Society,  there- 
fore, after  collecting  iniormation 
from  every  quarter  to  which  they 
had  access,  and  after  many  consul- 
tations together  on  the  subject,  and 
frequent  prayer  for  divincxdirection, 
resolved,  notwithstanding  the  dis- 
approbation of  many,  and  the  fears 
of  more,  to  risk  the  small  remain- 
der of  their  fuads  on  a  Mission  of 
Inquiry  to  Astrakhan,  and  the 
countries  adjacent :  satisfied  that. 
i%  the  attempt  should  fu\,  they  bad 

XI. 


done  their  duty  ;  and  that,  should 
Jt  promise  to  succeed,  the  friends 
of  the  gospel  would  come  cheerfully 
forward  to  furnish  them  with  the 
means  of  carrying  it  into  cfiect. 

It  was  a  circumstance  for  which 
they  desire  to  be  thankful  ro  God, 
that,  when  they  formed  this  reso- 
lution, the  Rev.  Henry  Brunton, 
who  lv;*d  formerly  given  proof  of 
his  prudence  and  zeal  as  one  of  their 
Missionaries  among  the  Susoos,  in 
Africa;  and  who  had  afterwards 
proved  his  capacity  for  the  acqui- 
sition of  foreign  languages,  by 
composing  several  religious  tracts 
in  the  Susoo  language,  was  then  not 
only  uncmuloycd,  but  zealous  for 
hazarding  nis  person  in  such  an  at- 
tempt. The  Society,  t)iercforCj^ 
committed  to  him,  in  conjunction 
with  Alexander  Paterjon,  a  young 
man  of  whom  they  had  every  reason 
to  think  well,  and  whom  they  had 
been  educating  for  two  years  pre- 
ceding for  Missionary  labours,  the 
execution  of  this  very  difficult  and 
hazardous  work.  After  having 
been  separated  for  their  work,  and 
committed  to  the  protection  of 
God,  they  set  sail  tor  St.  Peters- 
burgh  in  the  month  of  April  last, 
taking  along  with  them  Gillorum 
Harrison,  an  African  youth,  who 
had  been  committed  to  Mr.  Brun- 
ton's  charge  in  Africa.  Our  hearts 
followed  them  with  many  anxieties 
for  their  welfare,  trembling  often, 
not  only  for  the  issue  of  their  mis- 
sion, but  even  for  their  personal 
Safety. 

Blessed  be  God,  who  has  dis3p« 
pointed  our  fears,  and  exceeded  our 
nopes  !  The  Society  has  reason  to 
erect  a  stone  of  memorial,  and  to 
call  it  EUne%er'f  because  hitherto 
the  Lord  hath  helped.  After  a 
prosperous  voyage,  our  Missionaries 
reached  St.  Petersburgh  the  begin- 
fting  of  May.  There  they  received 
many  civilities  from  the  persons  to 
whom  they  were  recommended ; 
and  although  for  some  time  tliey 
met  with  many  discouragements 
respecting  the  object  of  their  mis- 
sion, and  almost  all  classes  of  perr 
sons  with  whom  they  conversed, 
agreed  in  representing  the  difficulty 
and  extreme  danger  of  fitting  their 
rcudcMe  iii  the  southern  pans  of 
M 
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the  Russian  empire  ;  and  still  more,     ing,  in  some  r€Sp<Cts,  an  tmsuit^b^ 


ofattcniptinij  to  convert  the  natives 
vto  the  Protectant  taith,— insomuch, 
th»t  they  almost  despaired  of  ob- 
taining liberty  even  to  travel  tliro* 
the  empire  j  yet,  at  length,  through 
thc*good  hand  a{  God  upon  them, 
their  lears  were  diipcUed,  the  ob* 
struct  ions  to  their  progress  re- 
moved, and  their  w^y  made  pfos- 
pcroui.  He,  in  whose  hand  are  the 
hearts  of  all  men,  unrxpcctcdly 
raised  up  for  them  a  friend  in  M^ 
Kovassilzoff,  a  Russian,  nobleman, 
in  the  confidence  of  the  Kmperor, 
and  a  Lord  of  his  Bc<\A'hamber. 
Through  his  means  they  obtahied 
not  only  the  permi«ision,  but  the 
approbation  of  ti»e  Russian  govern- 
ment. Passports  were  granted 
them,  with  liberty  to  travel  thro* 
tlie  empire,  and  settle  in  any  part 
of  it  they  chose ;— post-horses  were 
©rdcrcd  j  —  private  letters  of  in- 
froduction  were  given  them ;  — 
ind  ati  open  letter  was  written  by 
JVI.  Novassilzolt',  reronmicnding 
then  to  the  protection  and  kijid  at- 
tentions of  Jill  civil  and  military 
•ftcers.  Thnsthediflicu^ty  whicif 
the  Society  were  taught  to  consider 
as  t¥ic  greatest,  has  not  only  been 
removed,  but  a  degree  ot  public 
countenance  has  bee>i  given  to  the 
tnib^ion,  of  which  those  who  were 
most  sai.guine  in  their  expectations. 
never  emcrtaiued  the  most  distant 
hope.  « 

Kiicouraged  by   thef»e   tokens  of 
the  care  ot  Providence,  our  Mis' 


situation  for  coirimencing  iheu" 
Missionary  labours^  tli^  left  it  go- 
the  loth  ot  August,  proceeding 
south-west  towards  the  country  of 
Georgia,  Their  intention  was  tQ 
have  setJtled  in  Tefflis,  or  its  neigK- 
bourhood.  But  here  again  Provir 
dence  kifldly  raised  up  for  them  ^ 
protector,  coupsellor,  apd  j;uide, 
GeueraL  Knoring,  the  Governor^ 
General  oi;  lhe^e  provinces,  dis- 
suaded them,  on  account  of  the  ua- 
settlcd  state  of  the  country,  tVgii^ 
proceeding  into  Georgia ;  and  dir 
rected  them  to  move  to>rards  Cir- 
cas>ia.  THey  halted,  therefore^ 
for  soin<!  tij«e  at  Georghiycrsk,  an4 
tlien  prgceeded  to  Constantinc* 
gorod,  at  the  foot  of  the  mounlaiitf 
of  Caucasus;  the  governor  of 
which,  by  the  General* s  orders,  furr 
nished  them  ^^  ith  a  guard  tq  enable 
ti^em  with  safety  to  explore  the 
surrounding  country.  At  length, 
after  some  days  scj^rch,  they  founa . 
a  most  eligible  sj«t ;  and  have 
taken  up  their  residence  at  Karass,, 
a  'I'artar  village  in  the  neic^iibpur. 
hobd  of  that  fort,  inhabited  by 
above  500  spulsj  where  they  lodge 
in  the  srultan'i' house,  a^cnjpy  thq 
protection  of  a  Ru&sian  garrison. 

God,  who  has  promised  to  **  Iea4 
the  bljnd  in  a  way  they  knew  not  j, 
and  in  paths  which  ijicy  luve  i>ot 
known,'*  has  thus  given  our  Mi*% 
sionarics  favour  in  the  sight  pt* 
strangers  J  h^s  led  them  in  safety;, 
through    a!    long  and    dangerqus! 


si</nancs  proceeded  by  the  way  of  journey,  by  sea  arid  land  ;  htui  prer 
Moscow*  Tambou,  and  Sarepta,  tp  .served  them  in  health,  though  they 
Astrakhan  ;  -;—  and  performed  a  passed  through  vaiious' climates  i^ 
journey  of  about  1400  English  the  sultry  season  of  the  year,— -and^ 
miles,  \*hich  occupied  them  nearly  during  three  months,  slept  seldom 
two  mo!)ths,  without  2lccidcnt  or  under  a  roof  j  hasgonductedjrheta 
other  inconvenience  beyond  what  to  a  place  which  appears  peculiarly, 
wiust  be  considered  as   unavoidable     adapted  for  a  MiMidnary  statiop.;* 

and  has  opened  to  tJiem.  a  wide 
door  (May  it  also  be  an  effectual 
one ! )  of  usefulne?*  to  multitudes  o£ 
immortal  beings  inrolved  in  ignor.. 
ance  andguilt.I  What  may  we  not 
hope  from  such  auspicious  begin., 
nings  ?  Shall  we  say,  tfiat.he  who' 
fwis  le4  them,  as  by  the  right  hand,, 
from  their  native  hymcs  to  the  foot* 
of  Caucasus,  intends,  after  all,  to 
defeat  our  expectations  ?     Kather. 


iri  such  a  jeiuney  through  such 
Cduntries.  Everywhere  tliey  met 
with  kindness.  The  magistrates 
of  the  places  through  which  the);* 
passed,  were  forv^'ard  fo  assist 
them;  and  ijiany  private  individ- 
uals fcceived  them  \;ith  hospita- 
lity, paiticularly  the  Moravian 
Brethren  at  Moscaw  and  Sareuta  j 
and,  after  they  reached  Astraknan, 
Mr.  Brenri^,  a  German  banker. 


Tiie  city  of  Altrsd^han  appear-    let  u»  |i^f  ^#;  ^9X  God  ha«  Wayj 
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fldblslft  tfitse  (hrrk  and  desolate  tc- 
gioni,  for  whose  sakcs  he  has  con- 
Siic^d  them  thither ;  and  that,  ere 
long,  the  lijjhl  vf  Ihc  glorioiR  gos- 
pel shall  din'nse,  through  them,  in 
chccrmg  rays  ! 

Look  mto  the  map  of  the  worlH^ 
and  sec  in  what  a  desirable  and 
feopefiil  station  Divine  Providence 
hag  placed  them.  Observe  that 
barrow  slip  of  land  which  separates 
the  Esxine  from  the  Caspian  Sea. 
Towards  the  northern  extremity  of 
thfS|  at  an  equal  distance  of  400 
wsts  (somewhat  less  than  300 
«nks)  from  each,  near  the  source 
•f  the  river  Cubane,  which  sepa- 
tates  the  Russian  from  the  Turkish 
empire,  is  a  Tartar  village)  Karass^ 
the  inhabitants  of  wJiidfi  are  Ma- 
irammedans ;  and  iq  which,  as  it  is 
composed  of  natives  of  all  the  siir- 
jtnmdin^  countries,  six  or  seven 
tiiiferem  languages  arc  understood. 
In  its  neighbHDHirhooily  on  one  hand, 
is  a  fatmie  of  Nagay  Tartars ;  sub- 
ject to  Rossia.  A  little  more  than 
■a  day*s  journey  on  the  other,  arc  the 
Cubane  Tartars  ;  subject  to  Tur- 
key. AH  around  them  are  Circas- 
•sians^  Kabardians,  and  Abyssinians. 
Here,  amidst  darkness,  and  vice, 
jod  misery,  are  two  men  who' have 
left  their  country  and  their  friends ; 
who,  for  the  sake  of  Christ  and  the 
Mvlsof  men,  have  parted  with  all 
^flut  men  hold  dear ;  —  who  have 
denied  their  lives,  that  they  might 
be  the  messengers  of  good,  the  he- 
raffls  of  peace  and  salvation,  to  the 
wretched  natives.  Are  tiiey  to  be 
id»andoned  to  their  fate  }  or  shall 
they  have  sympathy  arid  support^ 
Sliidl  we  recall  them,  and  shut  the 
door  of  hope>  to  the  Heathen  and 
Mahomniedansmround  them,  which 
God  has  tlux>vvi  open  i  or  shall  we 
fellow  the- leadings  of  Providence, 
fcad  them  the  necessary  supplies, 
and,  to  particular,  hasten  to  them 
•then  to  take  part^with  tltcm  in 
their  labours  ? 

We  amictpatc  your  reply.  To 
abaadofl  yonr  Misbionarici^,  you 
say,  in  such  ctrcumstaiKCs,  were 
inhumane,  —  and,  after  the  assur- 
ances of  support  which  they  must 
havcreceivc'l,  would  be  perfidious, 
Tp  recall  them  before  experience 
demooitraW  th^  beflicicncy  of  yuur 


plans,  would  bet  ray  a  fitkleness  of 
tempt-'i  unworthy  a  Socictyerectcd 
ibr  ihe  ditFusion  of  the  truth  5  4nd, 
after  tlic  very  striking  tcsflmonil's 
of  the  divine  approbation  which 
yon  have  already  received,  would 
be  to  countemct  the  apparent  inten- 
tions of  Providence,  and  to  obstruct 
the  very  caubc  which  it  h  the  pro- 
fessed design  of  your  inbfitution  to 
piomote.  By  all  means  persevere. 
Hasten  to  them  the  necessary  sup- 
plies. Send  tl>em,  with  all  speed, 
fellow- labourers  to  comfort  theift 
in  their  solitude,  and  assist  them  in 
their  work.  **  Trust  in  the  Lord, 
and  do  good."  Though  the  begin- 
nings arc  small,  the  latter  end  may 
greatly  increase. 

The  Directors  of  the  Society  pre 
eager  to  follow  the  counsel  which 
you  give  them.  They  are  anxious 
to  send  theui  the  necessary  supu 
plies  ;  and,  if  possible,  b)  the 
month  of  April,  three  young  met^ 
who  have  been  educating  for  the 
service,  under  their  inspection.  At 
that  time,  they  wish  to  send  otft 
Mrs.  Brunton  and  her  family  j  *"d 
they  are  convinced  that,  to  give  eflf., 
ciency  to  the  undertaking,  ^venti 
more  NfiSsionaries  should  accom- 
pany them  to  the  same  spot. 

But,  Sir,  Wliat  can  we  do  ?  Tt> 
will  is  present  with  us;  but  how 
to  perform  tlie  good  that  we  would, 
we  tihd  not.  We  are  deficient  both 
in  iMi^sionariesand  in  money.  The 
rxpenees  of  the  undertaking,  tho* 
hitlicrto  smaller  than  we  could  have 
previously  imagined,  you  cannot 
doubt,  must  have  been  consider- 
able ;  and  the  funds  of  the  Society 
are  insufficient,  not  oikly  to  send  out 
the  number  ,of  Missionaries  which 
we  deem  necessary,  but  even  to 
send  out  the  few  who  ire  under  oar 
charge,  and  only  wait  our  orders  to 
join  their  friends  in  Circassia. 

Nor  would  jHJU  be  surorized  at  the 
low  state  of  our  funds,  did  yoii 
know  how  few  donations  we  have 
ot  late  received,  and  hoW  y»c  hav^ 
ctiiployed  what  the  liberality  of  the 
friends  of  the  gospel  has  conHnitted 
to  our  charge.  The  Society  ha^*e 
educated  and  maintained  sixteen 
Missionaries,  some  of  them  withti- 
milies.  Besides,  unwilling-  thut 
tl  cir  funds  should  remain  nnoccu. 
•      ^1  a 
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pied,  when  they  Iiad  not  immediate     kindled  for    the 


occasion  for  them  themselves,  they 
have,  at  different  times,  given  con- 
RideraWe  sums  of  money  fpr  the 
support  of  the  Moravian  Missions  { 
and  of  the  Baptist  Mission  in  the 
^EsLiX  Indies;  and^particularly  of  the' 
London  Missionary  Society,  after 
the  heavy  loss  they  sustained  by 
the  capture  of  the  Duff.  They 
supported  for  several  years  an  ex. 
pensive  Mission  pn  the  coaft  of 
Africa ;  and  are  at  this  moment 
supporting,  in  union  with  the  Glas. 
ffow  Society,  though  fqr  two  pre- 
ceding years  without  any  aid,  d 
still  more  expensive  Mission  in  the 
isla^nd  of  Jamaica ;  where,  ^e  nic  ii 
tion  it  with  latitude,  appearances 
have  of  late  become  promising  ; 
and  where  we  are  anxious,  if  pos- 
sible, not  only  to  continue,  but  in- 
crease our  exertions. 

We  do  not  accuse  ourselves  oF 
^precipitancy  in  embarking^  with  cx- 
^hausted  funds,  in  a  new  Mission  to 
jthe  north-west  of  Asia.  We  pro- 
mised much  on  the  liberality  ot  the 
lovers  of  Christ  and  of  souls,  of 
which  not  only  our  Society,  but 
jnany .other  benevolent  institutions, 
have  had  repeated  experience*  We 
^aid.  Let .  us  exert  ourselves  in  de- 
vising 6cherpes  for  the  enlargement 
4>f  the  Mediator's  kingdom,  — and 
trust  to  that  God  whom  we  serve, 
for  the  means  of  execution.  Let  us 
show  to  his  people,  that  we  arc  ac- 
tive jn  his  work,  tliat  he  Jvas  given 
us  wisdom  to  conduct  it,  and  par- 
ticularly, that  his  providence  ap- 
pears to  favour  our  undertakings ; 
and  then  their  hearts  and  hands  will 
open  to  our  aid^ 

V  We  hl:)pc  that  we  have  done  so, 
and  that  we  shall   not  be  di»ap- 
pointed  in  our  expectations.     Nu  : 
.  it  shall  net  be  said,  that  the  zeal 
which  a  few  years  ago  burned  in  ^ 
many  breasts  with  such  ardour,  has 
been  so  soon  extinguished.     This 
sacred  llame  will  spread  wider  and 
wider,     It  will  not  expend  its  iires 
on  a  few   underUikijigs  of   easier 
execution,  playing  only  around  the 
slands  of  the  sea,    and  along  the 
hxjres  of  the  ocean  ;   it  will  pcoe- 
rate  to  the  center  of  the  great  Con- 
ine nt,  in  prayers  and  exertions  for 
M  salvation  of  the  millions  \)^ho 
nhfibit  it,      Alfeady  it  has  b^eiv 


native^  of   the 
sou tliern  parts  of  Asia ;   and  Iji^a 
has  felt  its  blessed  elfects.      Let  it 
also  inclose  within  its  circuit  the 
inhabitants  of  Northern  Asia  -,  and 
aid  us  in  our  endeavours  for  their 
deliverance.     Souls  are  precious  in. 
wliatever  region  they  are  found  \  — 
Between  the  Euxine  and  Caspian 
they  have  peculiar  claims  on  our 
pity.     The  darkness  is  extreme! 
Even  their  temporal  misery  is  great. 
Besides,  circumstances  exist  which 
give   hop<;    of    their    conyersion. 
Many  of  the  Georgians,   Circas- 
sians,   and  Armenians,  call  thexn^ 
selves  Christians,  though  they  know 
.  not  what  Christianity  means.    Th'b 
'Mwliommedan.  inhabitants  of  these 
and   the  adjacent  countries,  have 
little  knowledge  of  thclir  religioo, 
and  little  of  that  intolerar\t  zeal   • 
which  prevails  in  nwny  other  re* 
gions.   The  Pagan  superstitions  are 
weak,  because  formed. into  no  re. 
^ular  system,  and  diversified  ac. 
cording  to  the  fancy  of  each  pani« 
cular  tribe.      The  Russian  govern- 
ment is  strong,  to  give  effectual  pro. 
tection  to    our    Missionaxies,  and 
friendly  to  whatever  tends  to  civi- 
,lize  the  half-barbarous  inhabitants 
ot  the  extremities  of  the  empire. 
Every  thing   invites    to    vigorous 
measures    for  enlighteiung     these 
••  dark  places  of  the  earth  4"  and 
who  knows  if    Christians  in  this 
country  be  not  deficient  in  du^  to 
their  Saviour,  but,  thro' the  bless- 
ing of  Gdd,  the  ^park  kindled  at 
the  foot  of  Caucasus  may  burnt' into 
a  flame,  which  may  spread  through 
Turkey,   Persia,   ana  Tartary,  till 
it  reach  India  on  the  south,  and  the 
confines  of  China  on  the  east  ?- 

Sir,  We  therefore  request  your 
prayers  for  our  success.  Direct  us 
to  persons  of  approved  piety  and 
prudence,  whom  we  may  employ  as 
Missionaries.  Do  what  you  -can 
for  our  aid.  ^xert  your  influence 
among  your  godly  neighbours  and 
acquaintances » -^and  may  the  bless- 
ing of  many  in  Asia,  that  are  ready 
to  perish,  come  upon  you ! 

5>igned,  in  nam^  and  by  appoint- 

nient  of  the  Directors  of  the 

Edinburgh  Missionary  Society, 

by        jamfs  Veddie^  rresiddnf. 

Waller  BfKAanaa,  Sec, 
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Society  for- educating  the  ChiU    tp  the  painful  vicisatuclfs  of  life. 


dren  of  Debtors,  under  Con-- 
Jintmcnt  in  and  near  the  Me-: 
tropoUs. 

At  a  meeting  of  th<  committee 
held  the  14th  of  December,  1802, 
Joseph  Rc)mer,  Esq.  in  the  chair, 
the  following  Address  tothe  j)ublic 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

<<  AnmUt  the  various  calls  for 
liberal  snpoort  of  charitable  and 
benevolent  Institutions,  the  Society 
for  educating  the  Children  of  con- 
fined Debtors;  instituted  in  1796, 
feel  themselves,  in  consequence  of 
the  reduced  state  of  their  finances, 
again  under  the'neccssity  of  appeal 


that  many  of  thes<  children  viho 
«ow  claim  thieir  patronage  and  synv 
p«thy,  were  the  endcarmg  pledges 
of  once  happy  unions;  that  the^ 
have"  been  fostered  duiing  infancy, 
and  the  first  rudiments  of  theit 
education,  with  great  parental  ten- 
derness ;  and  even  in  tnc  unpropiti* 
ous  hour  of  removal  from  their  do- 
mestic  circles  to  the  confinement  of 
prisons,  were  innocent  victims  of 
the  misfortune,  extravagance,  and 
even  profligacy  of  their  unhappy 
parents. 

**  To  afford  an  asylum  to  such  as 
these,   from  misery  and  wretched^ 
to  slielter  them,  during  the 


•ing  to  the  benevolence  of  the  puU-    day-time,  from  a  familiarity  with 


lie.  —  Impressed  themselves    with 
the  laudable  object  of  their  primary 
Association,  and  consoled  with  the 
success  attending  the  progress  of 
the  work,  they  are  only  desirous  of 
exciting  in  the  jpublic  mind  a  more 
extended,  as  weU  as  livelier  interest, 
tbanjappears  yet  to  have  discovered 
itself  on  the  important  occasion.—^ 
1«  the  course  of  the  extensive  cir- 
culation which  is  purposed  to  be 
given  to  this  address,  it  is  probable 
ihat  it  will  meet  the  attention  of 
many  individuals,  who  have  hither. 
to  remained  ignorant  of  the  very  ex- 
istence of  this  Society';  but  whose 
■benevolence  would  otherwise  have 
prompted    \)^cm    to   aid   a  cause 
which  powerfully  appeals  to  the 
finest  feelings  of  the  human  heart, 
and   has  a  tendency  to  exalt    the 
Standard  of  moraiity  and  public  vir. 
sue. 

,  *<  It  will  be  remembered,  that  the 
great  philanthropist,  Mr.  iloward, 
was  perhslps  the  first  happy  instru.. 
mcftt  in  turning  the  attention  of  the 
real  friencks  of  humanity  to  this 
degraded  class  of  the  community. 
.—  And  let  it  be  remembered  by 
those  who  ar?  blessed  with  ai- 
flucnce,  and  who  are  yet  strangers 


scenes  of  gross  liccntiotisness  and 
profanity  ;  to  extend  to  children  cf 
this  description,  of  both  sexes,  the 
privileges  of  a  guarded,  moral,  and 
religious  education,  are  the  leading^ 
and  may  it  not  be  said,  the  dignlfi^ 
objects  of  this  Institution? 

••  The  Society,  through  the  me. 
dium  6f  its  committee,  has  the  hap- 
piness of  assuring  the  public,  Chat 
the  schools  in  the  city  and  the  fc^o- 
rough  of  Southwark  are  both  well 
appointed  :  the  masters  and  mis- 
tresses, in  addition  to  the  necessarf 
qualifications  for  instrudlion,  aie 
serious  and  exemplary  characters, 
and  discover  a  lively  interest  in  tlic 
welfare  and  improvement  of  the 
children.  —Many  grateful  teilimo^ 
nials  have  been  received  from  pa- 
rents discharged  from  prison,  of  the 
benefits  derived  fro«i  time  to  tjini* 
by  tjieir  children. 

•'About  1000  childrcn'havc  beem 
educated  since  the  ojiening  of  tJie 
schouU'  in  1796  ;  and  there  arc  now 
remaining  in  the  achool,  sixty-twa 
boys,  forty-eight  girls/* 

Subscriptions  are  received  by 
H.Thornton,  Esq.  M.  P.  thetrea-^ 
surer  i  Mr.  Stiff,  the  collector  j  and 
by  the  committ4;c. 


MISSIONARY  COLLECTIONS. 

Collection  at  the  Tabernacle,  Glasgow,  towards  defraying 
the  Ex  pence  of  printing  the  French  and  Imlian  Bibles, 
by  the  Rev.  Greville  Ewing  -*  ,  —         ^, 

From  a  Congregation  at  Chatteris,  Cambridgeshire,  by  Mr. 
D.  Philips  —  —  ^ 

E,  T.  Wooler,  NortburobcrUnd  —  — 
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SEtr.  15;,  i8o2»  the  Eighth  Ge*. 
fttvd\  M^etingof  the  Lincoln  af^ 
KoTTiN'GHAM  AssociatioRS  WflS 
licKi  at  Great  Giimsby.  Or\  tVtt 
prec«?<img  evening  Mr.  MatKcfi 
of  HvtH,  preached  from  John  x,  »7, 

Next  moraing  the  ministers  mttf 
accord irtj?,    to  their    usual   custom^ 


]l«i<l«10ITt   nfT»Lf«fMt« 

ASSOCIATIONS.  * 

'  t>FC.  2%,  a  Xfe^tin^  of  Minfstcrs 
ftf  the  toimty  of  Cohnwall,  was 
held  at  Tregony.  The  itiontitig- 
seririce  was  coiumcnccd  by  Mr. 
Cope»  of  Launceston,  with  pmyer  j 
Mr.  \Vildbore,  sciiu>r^  of  Tal- 
inouth,  preached  from  Isaiah  xltii. 
10. ;   Mr,  Ang«r»    of   £aat  Looe^ 


for  prayer,  ami  the  arrangement  of     concluded  5   the  ordination  of  fhe 


the  btviincss  of  the  day.  In  -th* 
forenooa  Mr,  Griffith  prayed,  and 
read  :?Aiitable  Scriptures;  Mr. Bean 
l^reached  iVom  Rev.  i.  lo,  13^  j  ami 
concluded  that  service.  The  Lord's 
Supper  Was  afterwards  adminis. 
tercd. — la  the-ctening  service, Mr. 
Clark  prayed,  Mr.  Griftith  preach^ 
9d  froia  t  John  iti.  i.  and  Mr. 
."White  from  Psalm  cxviih  25.  latter 
cL  ;  Mr.  .Snielle  concludc4.^— In 
tfit  afternooUy  a  conference  was 
tteid  amou^  t1^  ministere,  when  it 
»ppf  ared  trom  the  account  given, 
th:rt  Jl*6  inteiYst  of  true  religion 
inc  reases  in  thi s  toart  of  the  cou ntry . 
May  the  great  Head  of  the  church 
jrrosper  his  own  work  \ 

't'lue  next  Meeting  is  to  be  held 
at  Mr.  Hcan'k  chapel,  at  Alford^  on 
ilie'UK^  Wednesday  in  April,  1S03. 
tlfefts.Sxnelte  and  Griffith  to  preach. 


Lord's  Supper  was  afterwards  ad* 
ministered.  In  the  aftemo6n,  Mr. 
Wildbore,  junior,  prayed  ^  Mr.. 
M*All,  of  St.  Ives,  preach4^d  from 
Phil.  i.  17.  ;  Mr.  Baron,  of  Bodr 
min,  concluded.  In  the  interval  of 
the  two  services,  the  miitisters 
apreed  ugon  an  Half-yearly  Asso- 
ciation, to  be  hckl  alternately  in  the 
eastern  and  western  pans  oi  th« 
county  $  and  upon  a  statemei>t  of 
the  number  of  places  opened  for 
the  preaching  of  the  go5pel,  butun-* 
able  sepatitcly  to  «:uppoTt  a  stated  • 
pastor.  It  was  rcsolvco.  To  obtain 
three  itinerants  to  labour  in  the 
county ;  and  a  variety  of  resolu 
tions  thereupon  were  agreed  to. 

The  next  Meeting  was  appointed 
to  be  h^ld  at  St.  Ives,  provided  th^ 
new  meetincr.house  there  be  finished. 
Messrs.  Paddba  and  Cope  to  preach. 


ORDINATIONS. 


Aug.  19.  Mr,  Brook  (late  of 
Kotherhaiti  academy)  was  ordained 
to  the  pa&toral  charge  of  the  inde- 
pendent church  at  Tutbury,  Staf- 
iofdshire.  Mr.  Gawthorn,  of  Der. 
by,  began  the  service  by  prayer  and 
teadiflg;  Mr.  Phillips,  classical 
ti»torof  th**  Rotherham  academy, 
deVivered  the  introductory  dis- 
€Oitri>e;  &c, ;  Mr.  Dawson,  of  Shef. 
field,  oftercd  up  the  ordination- 
frzykf;  Dr.  Williams,  divinity- 
<ntor  of  the  above  academy,  de- 
livered th<*  clurge,  from  1  Tim.  iii, 
15.  middle  clause  ;  and  Mr.Boden, 
•f  Sheffield,  preached  to  the  people 
iirom  Jt)hn  xv.  12.  and  conchided 
with  prayer.  Mf.  Shaw,  of  Hkis- 
ton,  preached  in  the  evenijig,  from 
^saiuh  Iv.  I. 

Tuthiiry  is  a  pface  that  has  been 
long  envclopped  in  almost  midnight 
darkness ;   but  uf  latc^  wc   trust, 


th^  Lord  has  done  wonderous  thiQ|^ 
whereof  we  ace  glad! 

StfT.  89  the  Rev  Mr.  Crockfor^ 
was  ordained  to  the  pastoral  ol!ice 
at  Nottingham,  in  the  Methodists? 
chapel,  Hallifax  Latie,  where  a 
nunieious  and  respectable  congto* 
gation  atrended,-— Sion  chapel,  the 
stated  place  of  worship  of  this 
church  and  congre^ation,'being  con- 
sidered too  small  tor  the  occasion, 
Mr.  Start,  of  Newark,  introduced 
the  service  by  readijiij  and  prayer  \ 
Mr.  Alliot,  of  Nottingham,  delK 
vcred  a  suitable  introductory  dis- 
course, asked  the  quebtions,  and 
received  the  eonfebsions  of  faith; 
Mr.  Gawthorn,  of  Derby,  offered 
up  the  ordination  prayer;  Mi*. 
Brewer,  of  Binwingham,  delivered 
a  solemn  charge  from  sTim.  ii.  15^ 
**  St^idy  to  shew  thyself  approved 
unto  God."     The  service  of  ^U\e 
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diy  btinff  dividec),  the  co^{;re;;a. 
tion  assembled  in  the  eremng  in 
Ctstlpgate-roeeting ;  Mr. '  Froom, 
of  Sutton  Ashfield,  offered  up  the 
general  prayer ;  Mr.  Burgess,  of 
Chesterfield,  preached  to  the  people 
Irom  Phil.  i.  27.  ;  after  which  Mr. 
Brewer  prea^rhed  from  a  Pet.  i.  7,  , 
"  -Fvrcious  faith.**  A  sennon  Was 
preached  the  precedii^  evening  at 
Sion-Chapel,  by  Mr.  Burgess^  from 
Psalm  xoH.  5. 

Pec.  7,  itoi,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Johnson,  late  student  at  theHox- 
ton  Academy,'  was  ordained  pastor 
of  tbe  Independent  church  of 
Christ  at  Warrington,  Lancashire. 
Mr.  Toothill,  of  Rainf^jrd  ;  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Northwich ;  Mr.  Da- 
vies,  of  Liverpool ;  Mr.  Parsons, 
of  Bamford  ;  Mr.  White,  of  Ches- 
ter; Mr.  Hanforth,  of  Galley;. 
Mt,  Raban,  of  Macclesfield  j  and 
Mr.  Kenworthy,  of  Norwich,  who 
Was,  some  time  ago,  the  pastor  of 
this  church,  engaged  in  different 
parts  of  the  service.  Mr.  Bradley, 
of  MaiKhester,  delivered  the  intro- 
ductory address,  and  proposed  some 
sttiiuble  questions  to  the  minii^ter 
and  the  church.  Mr.  Ralph,  of 
Liveq)ool,  presented  the  ordination- 
prayer,  with  imposition  of  hands  ; 
after  which,  Mr.  Roby,  of  Man- 
chester, recomraend'ed  the  ministc- 
riat  example  of  Christ  to  the  newly 
wdaiiicd  pastor.     That  tt«  lively 


HttentiQD  of  the  people  might  not 
be  fati^ed,  ttie  congregation  was 
then  dismissed;  and  the  service 
was  renewed  in  the  afternoon ; 
when  Mr.  Sharp,  of  St.  Helens, 
gave  a  seasunabie  ;iddre^s  to  ttie 
church  ahd  congregation,  from 
I  Thess.  v.  13.  .In  tjie  ereng^, 
Mr.  Smitli,  gf  Manchester.*' con- 
eluded  the  services  of  the  day  wjth 
a  discourse  from  Gal.  iv,  19:— 
Through  the  whole,  the  audknce 
a^peare^  to  be  uncomittonjy  iiu- 
pressed  ;  and  we  hope  it  wilf  be  « 
day  long  remembered. 

The  Rev.  J.  FowLii,  Uicof 
Sheerness,  having  accepted  mn 
unanimous  invita^n  from  the 
church  and  congregation  4t  Tot« 
tenh^m  and  Edmonton  clapcl.lo 
5'ttle  over  them,  the  smuo  was 
publicly  recognized  Jan.  11.  In 
the  forenoon  Mr.  Bu<:k,  of  Lou- 
don,  read  appropriate  Scriptures 
and  prayed  j  Mr.  Towers,  of  Bar- 
bican, asked  ike  necessary  qars- 
tions  and  prayed;  whicl)  was  fol. 
lowed  Uy  a  discoqrse  to  the  minis- 
ter and  people  by  Mr.  M.  Willts, 
from  Ezelc.  xxxvii.  17.  ;  and  the 
service  wa«  closed  with  prayer  by 
Mr.  Piatt,  of  Hoiyweli  Mount.  — 
In  the  evening  another  sermon  was 
preached  by  Mr.W.  B.  CoHycr, 
of  Peckham,  from  Psalm cxviii.  15. 
latter  clause. 


CHAPELS  OPENED. 


Oct.  7,  a  small  chapel  was 
opened  at  Redbourn,  Herts.  Two 
seniions  were  preached  on  the  oc- 
casion; one  by  the  Rev.  S.  Bur- 
der,  of  St.  Albans,  from  Ma(k.«vL 
ao;  tjie other  b>  tbe  Rev.  T.  P. 
Bull,  of  Newf>Ii>t-Pttgnel,  from 
Aosiv.  10.  The  plsKC  was  very 
much  crowded,  anU  has  been  weli 
attended  at  every  subsequent  ser- 
vice, 

Jft  omission  im  the  tu  count  of  Wjaw- 
by  chapel,    Lincqlndire^  in  our  lust, 
M^es  us  to  repeat  tlui  articU. 
About  (wdve  yean  since^  a  little 


mud- walled  place  of  worship  was 
occupied  by  the  friends  of  ,^r, 
Westloy,  in  this  viU;jigc;  but  the 
proprietors  changing  their  sentt* 
mcnts,  it  was  occupied  »pun  after. 
by  Calvini.^tic  Ministers  ;  and  seve- 
ral persons  having  been  converted 
under  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Cla/k, 
who  has  the.  care  of  two  congrega- 
tioas  at  Brigg  and  Wrawby,  new 
chupcis  have  been  built  at  both 
places,  The  former  opened  abou( 
ihrej  yeara  ago  ;  and  the  latter  ou 
the  17  h  of  last  October,  aw  which 
occasion  the  service  wai  coaduc^ed 
as  stated  in  our  Uk. 
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PSALM  CXLV.ac. 

filthy  vwrh  shall fr at se  tbetfO  Lord, 
mmd  tly  SairUt  ibaU  bias  lh*e. 

iCftiAT  God!  bow  wonderful  art  Thoii 

'  In  all  thy  works  and  ways  ! 
To  Thcc  should  all  chy  crcaturea  bow. 

And  mcditaic  thy  praise. 
Bright  soraphs  that  surround  thy  throuc 

Their  noblest  honours  bring  ; 
Pfom  blisi  to  mortal*  yet  unkuowa 

Superior  praises  cpriog. 
In  oiyttlc  harmony  above* 

The  plants  roll' along, 
And  teach  the'universc  thy  love. 

In  nevet-ceftsiug  song  \ 
The  wind4that  sweep  along  the  $ky. 

By  thee  directed,  breathe; 
And  cloudy  'and  vapours  ieat  on  high. 

Or  drop  ia  showtrs  beneath. 
From    darkest    (hades    thy    lightning 
break^  ' 

And  darta  thy  glory  near  : 
Tky  voice  in  awiul  chund  r  speaks, 

.  Aud  6lls  the  wretch  with  fear. 
Compared  with  thibe  immensity, 

The  sea  a  drop  abides ; 
»Ti»  peopled,  ebba  and  flows  by  thee. 

And  foams  or  gently  glides, 
Tkc  tummer'a  htat,  the  winter's  eotd. 

The  seasons  all  proclaim  : 
fU  each  ibeir  various  tc^ncs  uofold,— 

Thy  gobdncta  still  the  same. 
In  llow*rs,  ^d  fruiu,.  and  trees,  and 
herbs* 
The  earth  thy  bounty  gives  j 
And  m^  and  reptiles,  beasts  and  birds. 

And  cv'ry  being  lives* 
Thy  mig^^tr  hand,  thy  watchful  care, 

Direct  eafii  fleeting  hour  ; 
And  Nature's  countless  form*,  declare 

Thy  wifdom,  love,  and  pow*r. 
Yet  In  thy  law  aione,  we  view 

Thy  justice  and  thy  grace  ; 
X>etf  truths  that  Nature  faintly  drew. 

And  Reason  could  not  trace. 
But  in  Moriah's  work  divine 

We  learn  the  wond'rous  plan, 
Where  Justice,  Lore,  and  Mercy  join. 

To  teach  rebellious  nun. 
His  doctrines  teich,  his  iceds  explain. 

His  death  and  triumphs  provt 
The  first  and  best  of  truths  we  gain. 
That  Mr  great  G«d  i^  Love. 

At-iquis. 


THE  UNCLOUDED  SUK4 

Oa  the  Motto  to  the  £arl  of  Rosf 
slya's  Arint. 

lU^so  lumine  SoUm» 

Th'  unclouded  sun  !  —While  I  survey 
Th*  appointed  ruler  of  the  day. 

My  spirit  ardent  cries  , 
Enlighten,  Lord,  my  darkened  mind; 
By  Truth's  bright  beams  I  fain  wodUl 
find 

Salvation's  blessed  prize* 

Th*  unclouded  sun  !  —  How  it  displays 
In  its  reviving,  —  cheerii^g  r»y5» 

An  Image  of  my  Lord*  I 
O  Sun  of  Righteousness  arise, 
Revive,  and  cheer,  and  make  roe  wise  f 

Health  to  my  mind  afford.'l*. 

TK*  unclouded  sun  I^-an  emblem  bright; 
Of  the  approaching  world  of  light. 

Without  a  dark'ning  veil  J  f 
Knowledge  shall  shine  res|)lendant  there^ . 
Nor  clouds  nor  ternpests  interfere. 

But  light  and  truth  prevail. 

Their  Sun  shall  never  more  decline. 
But  with  unfading  lustre  shino 

Throughout  eternal  days  I 
God  is  their  "  light  and  glory  *•  tuo  i 
Uis  presence  evennore  I  hey  view  §, 

And  sing  his  worthy  praise  ! 

f0^ettmintter,  $— . 

•  Psalm  Ixxxiv.  1 1.  f  Malachi  iv:  t* 
X  Isaiah  Ix  19.        §  Rev.  xxii.  4. 

THE  TRUTH. 

Ifow  wlun  tbtf  saw  the  holJaess  of 
p€ttr  and  John,  ^c, 

Thi  doctrines  we  boldly  profess, 
By  what  mtm  salvction  is  gin'*. 

Compel  priest  and  scrib^  to  confess 
That  ^e  with  Christ  Jesus  have  been. 

The  plague  of  the  heart  is  reveal'd, 
Through  uul^aroed  and  ignoiant  men; 

The  |H>wer  cannot  be  conccal'd, 

Fur  we  with  Christ  Jesus  have  been. 

The- practice  whi^h  flows  from  this  faith. 
Most  clearly  by  all  must  be  seen. 

While  OAoh  uketh  knowledge,  and  salth. 
That  we  with  Chriu  Jesus,  have  betvu 

Zbhas. 


G.  AVLU^  Primer,  GitvUie  Stwei,  Hai-.on  Ur^n,  La&do^  CjOOglC 
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A  BRIEF  MtMOlfe 
THE  LATE  REV.  C.  E.  BAGOT, 

OF    CLARA,    IN  THE  KIN6's  COUWTY,  IRELAND. 

Extractedfrom  a  Letter  frovn  «  MiniUer  at  Dublin 
.    to  his  Friend  in  lungLand. 

My  dear  Friend, 
**  Soon  after  my  arrival  here  the  second  time,  the  Evan- 
gelical Society  appointed  me,  a  tour  into  the  west  of  this 
country,  as  far  as  Oonnaughj..  My  visit  lay  within  about  six 
miles  of  Clara ;  and  the  Rev,  Mr.  vV —  having  a  desire  that  I 
should  call  and  see  a  very  dear  friend,  whom  Gud  had  blessed 
bis  ministry  to  a  few  years  past,^  I  received  a  letter  to  her,  and* 
promised  to  calL  Alter  preaching  at  different  towns  on  the 
road,  I  arrived  at  Clara,  on  Monday,  May  U,  1801,  about  four 
o'clock,  just  as  the  lady  and  two  clergymen  were  going  out  to 
dinner.  1  delivered  the  letter,  and  was  led  to  tliink,  from  ap- 
pearances, that  my  reception  was  very  cool ;  but  I  was  not 
acquainted  with  circumstances  which  afterwards  accounted  for 
this  receptioo.  One  of  the  clergymen  was  Mr.Bagot,  the  curate 
of  the  parish,  and  Mrs.  N.'s  son-in-law  :  he,  with  his  wife,  her 
own  daughter,  had  violently  opposed  her  views  of  tlie  gospel, 
since  the  Lord  had  changed  her  heart ;  and  Mrs.  Bagot  often 
told  her  mother,  that  she  would  sooner  turn  Pagan  than  a  Cal- 
vioist,  &c.  Dear  Mrs.  N.  her  mother,  being  alone  in  the 
parish,  and  finding  herself  so  much  hUrt  in  her  u»ind  by  the 
different  branches  of  her  family,  had  resolved  to  let  her  house,  . 
atid  come  to  Dublin  for  the  sake  of  the  gospel  and  peace  ;  and 
she  was  about  this  when  I  came  into  the  tcnvn.  Mrs.  Bagot^ 
the  clergyman's  lady,  had  been  brought  to- bed  that  day  fort- 
Bight,  and  was  to  receive  this  visit  from  her  mother;  and  as  I 
was  a  stranger,  and  her  visitor,  ihe  invitation  was  given  to  me. 
I  accompanied  her  and  the  two  clergymen ;  and,  as  usual  in 
Ae  evening,  wherever  1  went^  preached  in  the  town.    All 

XI.  . " .  JN 
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agreed  to  accompany  me ;  and  the  lady  lamented  that  her  si- 
tuation Was  such,  as  almost  to  render  it  impossible  16  go  wi^h 
lis ;  for  though  she  was  at  enmity  with  the  doctrine  of  free 
i^race,  as  she  had  heard  many,  things  about  Evangehcal 
l^reachers,  8cc>  she  longed  to  hear  if  I  had  any  thing  to  say. 
As  we  were  about  to  leave  the  house,  near  half  a  mile  from  the 
town,  she  was  so  fixed  on  going,  that  no  remonstrance  of  her 
friends  could  prevail  on  her  to  tarry  at  home,  observing,  she 
di4  not  care  how  sbe  went ;  and  was  sure  if  she  was  well  wrapt 
up,  and  put  on  a  low  car,  she  would  not  get  cold.  Her  request 
was  complied  with>  and.weaH  went  together.  The  Lord  ac- 
companied the  word  with  a  peculiar  power;  and  from  that 
time,  never  did  I  see  any  person  so  altered,  and  so  desirous  after 
truth.  We  returned  home,  and  spent  a  delightful  evening 
together.  On  the  morrow  the  fair  was  to  be  kept  in  Clara.  The 
curate  now  requested  me  to  preach  to  the  people,  promising 
to  collect  the  principal  Protestant  inhabitants  of  the  parish  to 
attend  :  —  very  few  in  number  to  the  Roman  Catholics.  I 
preached  on  a  Uible,  which  he  procured  ;  and  he  accomplished 
nis  engagements.  I  preached  again  in  the  evening  to  a  go6d 
congregation.  My  stay  was  about  ten  days  among  tnem  ;  but  to 
relate  every  circumstance,  would  take  up  too  much  of  my  time 
and  paper;  I  can  only  obseiN^e,  that  I  established  a  prayer- 
meetmg  before  [  left  them,  and  engaged  the  curate  himself  to 
superintend  it :  which  he  did  with  delight,  though  with  the 
greatest  diffidence  1  ever  saw. 

The  prayer-meetings  were  regularly  conducted,  and  much 
blessed ;  and  he  now  preached  boldly  the  glorious  doctrine  of 
Christ  crucified  ;  his  congregation  at  chutcli  increased,  and  he 
^appeared  to  be  about  ready  to  enter  into  the  field  of  usefulness. 
In  July  I  paid  them  another  visit;  which  the  Lord  also  blessed. 
1  found  several  praying  people,  who  were  once  in  a  state  of 
darkness.  My  stay  now  was  much  longer,  and  the  work  of 
the  Lord  appeared  evidently  to  prosper.  The  different  branches 
6fthis  family  in  particular  (five  houses)  met  at  each  other's 
residence  for  prayer  and  praise  ,*  and  no  one  coiild  conceive  the 
inexpressible  joy  that  the  lately  tried  mother  felt  at  what  God 
had  wrought.  She  frequently  told  hie,  that  ni^ht  after  night 
she  could  not  rest  with  the  delight  of  soul. 

JMr.  Bugot,  yet  more  zealous  for  God,  strove  to  preach,  and 
do' more  and  more  to  spread  the  knowledge  of  Christ;  and, 
previous  to  his  illness,  he  had  thi*ee  regular  prayer-meetings  in 
his  parish  every  wet^k :  nor  did  some  threats,  as  to  reporting 
him  to-tbe  bishop,  8cc.  check  him;  but  stimulated  him  rather 
to  go  forward.  But,  in  tlie  height  of  his  prospects,  the  Lord 
saw  it  meet  to  disappoint  the  desire  of  his  friends  ;  and,  in  ten 
days  illness,  to  take  him  to  glory.  I  shall  now  give  you  the 
.  particulars^  as  I  have  received  them  in  writing. 
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Sunday  mornuio;,  the  i2lst  of  February,  was  the  first 
time  that  he  found  hunself  particularly  unwell.  Mrs.  Bagot  re- 
quested of  him  not  to  go  to  church :— he  replied*  that  he  would 
jDOt  disappoint  the  people.  He  went  through  the  service  with-^ 
out  feeUng  the  least  inconvenience  from  his  indisposition  ;  and 
preached  with  peculiar  power  from  these  words, "  He  that  hath 
ears  to  bear^  let  him  hear."  Immediately  after  the  service  was 
over,  he  felt,  himself  so  ill,  that  he  was  scarcely  able  to 
get  home.  As  soon  as  he  got  home  he  took  to  his  bed,  and 
lay  in  the  room  even  with  Ws  parlour.  He  requested  Mr.  R. 
to  hold  the  usual  prayer-meetmg ;  and  the  door  being  left 
o^n^  thoueh  the  perspiration  flowed  down  his  face,  he  joined 
with  great  delight  in  the  worship. 

Monday,  he  continued  very  ill.  Mrs.  B.  sent  for  the  family- 
physician.  He  did  not  complain  of  pain  ;  and,  on  Tuesday, 
the  doctor  thought  him  better.  Both  these  days  his  mind  wag 
in  a  sweet  and  happy  frame,  praying  and  praising  continually, 
and  speaking  of  mercy  and  the  mild  chastisements  of  the  Lord. 

Wednesday  morning,  he  lay  for  some  time  without  speaking. 
Mrs.B.  asked  him  if  he  found  himself  weak  or  unwell.  He 
answered, "  Oh,  no!  I  am  happy,  inexpressibly  happy!  £ 
never  was  happy  before  !  I  know  that  ray  sins  are  ixM  pardoned. 
1  am  justified  tlirough  the  blood  of  Christ.  Was  I  in  a  trance  ? 
I  thought  I  saw  Heaven  ;  —  I  am  going  there.  Oh  !  if  you 
knew  the  manifestations  I  have  had  of  the  love  of  God,  you 
would  not  wish  to  keep  me  from  glory !"  Mrs.  N.  coming  in, 
he  repeated  tlie  same  things  to  her,  and  much  more.  She  told 
him,  she  hoped  he  would  be  lon^  spared  with  his  friends.  He 
an3wered,  <'  Oh  !  do  not  say  so  f  I  could  not  live  after  what 
things  I  have  seen  ;  but  they  cannot  be  uttered  with  human 
tongue.*^  From  this  time  his  face  became  so  bright  with  joy, 
it  was  surprizing  to  behold  :— before,  he  had  a  sweet  tranquil 
look ;  but  now,  a  joy  which  no  one  can  have  an  idea  of)  that  did 
not  see  hun.  When  the  doctor  came,  which  was  soon  after, 
he  said,  that  he  saw  no  dangerous  symptoms,  and  that  he  was 
not  worse ;  of  which,  when  he  was  informed,  he  answered,  *'  Liv- 
ing or  dying,  the  Lord's  will  be  done ;  but  don't  flatter  yourself, 
for  it  has  been  clearly  manifested  to  me,  that  1  am  going  to 

flor^  l^and  then  turning  to  Mrs.N.  he  said,*'  To  live  is  Christ; 
ut  to  die  is  gain !"  Part  of  this  ni^ht  he  seemed  to  be  doubt- 
ful of  his  stiite,  and  feared  all  he  had  seen. was  a  delusion,  and 
that  he  was  too  great  a  sinner  to  be  saved  ;  but  towards  morn- 
ing the  cloud  was  "removed,  and  he  then  said,  '^'Heaviness  may 
endure  for  a'night,  but  joy  cometh,in  the  morning.  Christ  s 
blood  cleanseth  from  all  unrighteousness  :  it  is  all  of  free  sove- 
reign grace,  —  all  of  grace  !"  After  which,  he  prayed  for  an 
increase  of  faith,  to  lay  hold  of  all  the  precious  promises  of  the 
eespel. 

N  2      ' 
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Thursday.    When  Dr.  W.  came  in  tlie  nK)rning,  he  seemed 

. .  much  alarmed,  end  requested  jthat  another  physician  might  be 

called.   When  told  of  J)r.B/s  arrival,  Mr.Bngotsaid^  ^  Do  i^'hnt 

y<^u  please;  but  all  I  desire  is  the  Great  Physician  !**    Some  part 

pf  this  day  he  appeared  tempted,  and  said/*^  I  am  lying  in  my 

.  ownjilthj'  rags  !"  but  his  countenance  still  bore'tlie  same  happy 
i^ppearance.  This  day  was  much  employed  in  settling  his  tem- 
poral affairs ;  which,  when  done,  he  sain  to  Mrs.  B.  *'  lam  left 
till  every  thing  is  settled.    It  is  not  to  be  told,  the  love  I  have 

^  for  yoU;  my  dear  wife,  and  little  ones ;  but  1  ani  onjy  parting 
from  you  lor  a  little ;    I  can  freely  leave  you  with  my  God. ' 

-  ,  Nor  did.  he  appear  to  feel  the  least  regret. 

Friday,  about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  he  sent  for  Mrs. 
B.  and  his  sister  Sally^  w  ho  had  retired  to  rest  for  a  few  hours. 
When  they  came  to  him,  he  seemed  aImos.t  overpowered  With 
joy,  and  thus  addressed  them  :  "  1  sent  for  you,  to  tell  you  that 

. .  J  have  had  a  severe  conflict ;  but  have  gained  the  victory  tliro' 
Christ !     I  am  stripped  of  all  my  own  filthy  rags,  and  clothed 

,  in  tlie  pure  and  s[)oiless  robes  of  Christ*s  rigbteouane'ss,  as  a 
bride  adorned  for  the  bridegroom.  Oh  !  won't  you  help  me  to 
graise  God  ?  to  praise  him  for  his  free,  sovereign,  unmerited 
grace  to  such  a  poor  sinner  as  I  anl  ?  Oh!  ior  angels  and 
archangels  to  shout  his  praises !"  He  then  particularly  ad- 
dressed Mrs.B.  "  Don*t  grieve  for  me ;  our  separation  ran  be  but 
short.  It  hiis  been  clearly  manifested  to  me,  that  you  will  be 
vith  me  in  glory  ;  that  we  shairbe  casting  our  crownaf  together 
at  the  feet  of  our  blessed  Jesus :  —  all  I  desire  is  to  die  shouting 
Victory  !"  After  this  he  prayed  sweetly  and  fervently  for  his 
wrfe  and  children,  jiivd  the  different  branches  ofliis  family  ;  — 
,  then  for  his  parish,  that  God  would  raise  up  a  more  able  minis- 

.  ter  for  them,  one  after  his  own  heart  ;-ii-ann  then  for  the  spread 
of  the  gospel.  He  now  called  upon  thenii  to  join  him  in  sing- 
ing the  hymn,  "  Come,  let  us  join  our  cheerful  songs,"  &c. 
which,  with  much  clifficulty,  his  friends  were  able  to  do.  After 
whicli  he  added,  *^  Jesus,  1  love  thy  charming  name  !"  &c.  and 
said,  ^^  Come,  join  me  in  '^  All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus'  name," 
&c.  His  friends  bring  so  much  overcome,  scai'ce  one  was  able, 
thro'  weeping,  *^  Oh  y  said  he, "  won't  you  join  me  ?  Don't  flag 
now."  Some  were  so  much  overcome,  that  they  were  totally 
incapable  of  joinin^>  and  jvbout  leaving  the  room.  Mrs.  B. 
who,  on  account  of  her  peculiar  situation  (being  near  her  time) 
was  previously  to  this  prevailed  on  to  leave  the  room  ;■  but  who, 
on  tne  door 'being  opened,  entered,  gave  out  the  hymn  for  him, 
and  again  all  the  tamiJA*  took  courage^  and  joined  in  the  praises 
of  God  :  —  even  his  voice  now  changed,  and  appeared  to  have 
-  a  peculiar  harmony  in  it.  It  is  scaiX'ely  p6ssible  to  describe  the 
biijjhtnesshnd  ani.i  iition  that  shone  iu  his  countenance. 

This  morning  a  neighbouring  clergyman  ,came  to  admints- 
•  ter  the  sa«  riuneut  to  lum  \   to  whom  he  spake  many    thing* 
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wi  the  delight  of  his  soul,  and  prayed  that' he  might  be  ex- 
peri  inetitally  acquainted  with  the  gospel.  On  his  entering  the 
room  be  said,  '^  Ah!  Mr.  A.  you  are  come  to  see  a  poor 
dying  sinner  ;'*  when  he  was  answered,  *  I  hope,  Sir,  you  don't 
despair.'  ^^  Despair!"  answered  he,  "  Oh  no, bkssed  be  God,  I 
cannot  despair ;.  it  is  not  possible  to  despair  with  whiit  i  feel 
in  my  soul."-— For  several  days,  whenever  he  received 
tt  4rop  of.  wine,  he  commemorated  the  blood  of  Christ; 
**  whicn  (said  he)  was  shed  so  freely  for  me."  W  hen  his  poor 
body,  was  quite  exhausted  with  the  trant^ports  of  his  spuJ, 
and  ringing  and. shouting  forth,  "  Oh  I  the  riches  of  the  free 
graoe  of  God  in  Christ,  to  such  a  great  sinner  as  me !"  he  lay- 
quite  composed,  with  bis  hands  and  eye^  lifted  up  to  Heayen, 
wi«i  the  sam^  joy  in  liis  face  already  mentioned-  He  was 
asked  how  he  was;  his  answer  was,  *^  Happy,  happy,  swalbw- 

-eilupinGod!  oh,  il  is  inexpressible,  the  love  of  God;  it  is 
iliexpressible !"  then  turning,  he  said,  ^'  Oh  take  care  that  yoa 
give  aJl  the  glory  to  God  ;  1  am  nothing  in  myself — u  simicr 
#aved  by  grace,"  This  evening  he  completed  the  settlement 
of  his  a&irs,  said  to  Mrs.  B.  I  am  just  left  till  every  thing 
temporiil  and  spiritual  is  settled  ;  and  expressed  a  thankfulness 
that  he  had  no  more  concern  about  this  world  ;  he  continued 
all  ni^t  in  the  same  happy  friune,  now  and  then  breathing 

-oat  his  soul  LB  prayer  and  praise. 

%tarday,  he  lay  quiet  and  silent,  with  his  eyes  and  hamk 
lifted  up,  except  when  he  was  spoken  to  on  divine  thing*, 
and  seemed  in  a  peculiar  manner,  according  to  his  favourite  ex- 
preasioa,  to  be  ^^  swallowed  up  in  God  :"  he  could  not  for  some 
time  'be-  prevailed  on  to  take  wine ;  expressing  his  desire  Ca- 
4rink  no  more  in  this  world"  of  tlie  fruitof  the  vine,  till  lie  bhouki 
drink  it.  «ew  in  the  kingdom  of  God."  The  disorder  ^reatJr 
idcreased,  and  he  was  so  ill,  with  a  violent  nervous  agitation,  at 
three  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning,  that  Dr.  VV.  feared  he  would 
not  live  many  hours.  Some  time  after,  he  appeared  quite  in- 
eensible,  and  was  asked  some  questions,  to  know  if  that  w«is 
the  case :  to  these  he  gave  very  imperfect  answers.  •  Mrs.  }\. 
who  §tood  at  the  door,  knowing  that  his  delight  was  in  nothing 
but  Christ,  and  anxious  to  know  if  he  was  still  hapj>y,  desirtd 
his  man-servant  to  ask  hmi,  *  Do  you  love  Jesus  Ciuist  r'  He 
instantly  cried  out,  "  Oh,  I  do  !  I  love  Jesus  C^hrist ;  be  is  my 
Saviour,  uiy  brother,  my  friend,  myall!"  His  man  trying  a<i 
prevail  on  him  to  take  souie  wine,  said,  *  Your  brother  is 
speaking  to  you  to  take  this*'  "  No  John,"  said  he,  "  he  U 
not  speaking  to  me,  but  lie  is  speaking  for  me."  The  Doctor 
finding  him  sensible,  spoke  to  him  on  the  necessity   of  tnkinsr  ^ 

.  his  wine  more  freely,  and  using  every   proper  means   for  his 
recovery,  for  his  wife  and  childrens'  sake  :    he  s<iid,  "  I  resign 
them- freely  to  God,  who,  I  know,  will  take  care  of  them." 
Fox  some   hours  on  Sunday  moruin j  he  seemed  stronger 
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aAd  better  ;  prayed  aloud^  and  sang  several  verses  of  hymns  in 
m  voice  inexpressibly  sweet;  and  <?alled  on  all  around  hkn, 
**  Come,  assist  me  to  extol  the  praise  of  my  dear  Redeemer  :'* 
but  though  all  his  near  friends  were  round  him,  they  were  so 
■  overwhelmed  with  grief,  from  a  knowledge  of  hia  extreme 
danger,  that  they  could  not  join  him.  He  took  no.  notice^  but 
n^ent  on  sinking,  "  Come,  let  us  join  our  cheerful  songs/'  8lc. 
and  spake  with  the  greatest  animation  and  deliglit  on  the 
feee  sovereign  grace  of  God  to  §ave  such  a  sinner :  he  then 
•eemed  to  take  a  view  of  his  past  time,  and  said,  ^^  Oh  1  is  it  * 
not  an  awful  thought;  that  I,  who  have  been  twelve  years  in 
the  ministry,  should  but  so  lately  be  converted  to  God  !  but  it  is 
aQ  of  grace,  free^ace  ;  I  know  that  all  my  sins  are  pardoned^ 
through  the  blood*and  righteousness  of  Christ imppted.to  me/' 
Then  calling  on  his  friends  in  the  greatest  raptures,  to  rejoice 
ynih  him,  and  magnify  the  grace  6f  God,  sayhifl,^'  Rejoice, with 
me ;  and  again  I  say  rejoice.^*  He  now  addressed  his  friends,  and 
charged  them,  saying, "  Mourn  not  for  me ;  I  am  going  where 
there  is  an  exceeding  and  an  eternal  weight  of  glory  laid  up 
TvfT  me  :"  he  then  wished,  as  he  had  often  done  before,  for  a 
truly  Christian  Minister.  He  was  asked  if  he  had  a  desire 
for  any  one  in  particular ;  be  answered,  "  If  it  were  possible  £ 
could  wish  the  Rev.  Mr.  W.  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  G. — ;  they 
would  greatly  strengthen  me  in  ray  weakness :"  but  consol-* 
rag  himself*  he  said;  "  Christ,  is  all  in  all ;  death- has  no  sting ;" 
repeating  thi^  latter  expression  frequently, 

Monday,  March  1st.  His  disorder  seemed  to  .attack  his 
liead  ;  and  he  appeared,  for  the  first  time  since  his  illness,  to  be 
sensible  of  great  pain.  One  said  to  him,  '  What  is  the  matter  ?* 
ke  replied,  ^^  It  is  die  poor  vile  carctise  ;  for  I  am  happy,  happy 
in  God.'*  In  the  evening  be  made  some  friends  read,  pray, 
and  sing  with  him.  The  convnlsion  fits  returned  with  much 
greater  violence  this  night;  frequently,  however,  he  was  em- 
ployed in  singing  hymns,  and  repeating  texts  of  scripture,  as  if 
in  the  oQt  of  preaching;  such  as,  "  Blow  ye  tfce  trumpet, 
blow  f  '*'  Ho  !  every  one  that  thirsteth,"  &c.  after  whicli  he 
cried,  '^  Do  you  see'^the  glory  all  around  ?  this  is  the  dawning 
of  the  Resurrection  —  Angels  are  waiting  forme! — would 
I  could  bring  you  all  with  me  ! 

Tuesday  his  disorder  still  incpeased,  and  still  he  kept  utterr 
ing  the  sstnje  things,  adding,  *'  1  am  safe  in  the  ark,  1  am  safe 
in  the  ark.'^  Son^elimes  he  lay  quiet,  with  his  hands  and  eyes 
directed  upward  ;  where  evidently  his  heart  was.  One  of  the 
physicians  observed,  he  never  saw  a  deatl;-bed  like  .his  ;  that 
the  nature  of  the  disorder  was  such,  that  were  it  not  for  what 
he  enjoyed  in  his  own  mind,  he  ivould  have  required  several 
men  to  have  held  him  in  his  bed. 

Wednesday,  3d.  The  fits  increased  ;  but  he  still  enjoyed  the 
same  happiness.  Towards  evening  bis  bodily-  pain  s^m^d  t# 
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those  arouDd  to  be  very  ffreat ;  he  said  '^  I  ne  S  ^  V 

battle  in  my  life ;  but  1  am  almost  at  ho;  ^ •'S^wX' 

home;"  and  added,  ^' Angels  are  in  waiting  lo.  ^\ 

coald  bring  you  all  witli  me.  —  I  aax  blessed."     His  ^ 
took  its  flignt,  at  twenty  minutes  before  twelve  o'clock,  witUu^ 
the  least  struggle/aliitly  uttering,  ''White  robes  !"  with  his  dy lug 
lips.     Thus  died  this  dear  and  excellent  man,  after  havinj; 
been  only,  in  his  own  account,  ten  months  converted. 
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WKtL,  my  dear  Sir,  '<  Straight  is  the  gate  and  narrow  u 
the  way  that  leadeth  to  life,"  saith  the  Lord  :  and  1  am  enabled 
to  set  to  my  seal  that  this  is  trne*  How  far  I  may  be  mistaken 
in  the  way,  and  make  difficulties  to  myself  where  God  makes 
none,  I  know  not :  but  this  1  know,  that  1  urn  at  times  sq  haid 
put  to  it,  that  I  make  a  full  stop ;  and,  for  a  moment,  feel  a  wish 
.in  my  heart  to  be  either  safely  through,  or  safely  back  again. 
No  outward  difficulties  cause  these  unbelieving  fears ;  they  arise 
not  from  opposition  ;  nor  from  the  fierceness  and  wrath  of  ^n 
angry  persecuting  world  :  I  have  not  at  present  much  of  these 
to  fight  with ;  and  when  I  h%ve,  though  no  mzm  feels  them 
more  sensibly  than  I  do,  yet,  in  deed  and  in  truth,  I  find  them 
profitable.  I  enjoy  many  a  sweet  moment  wlien  I  am  under 
their  pressure ;  and  see  much  of  the  power  and  faithfulness  of 
a  promise-keeping  God,  when  I  occupy  my  business  in  those 
deep  waters.  Neither  am  I  dejected  with  the  view  which  God 
has  given  me  (and  a  clear  view  be  has  given  me)  of  my  unwor- 
thiness,  ignorance,  helplessness,  blindness,  and  sinfulness,  and 
of  the  total  blindness  ot  my  nature.  It  is  not,  I  say,  a  sight  or 
feeling  of  these  things  that  makes  my  chariot-wheeJs  drag  hea- 
vily in  the  way  to  the  kingdom.  These,  indeed,  are  humbling, 
and  leave  me  not  a  word  to  say  in  my  own  behal£L  I  stand  be- 
fore God,  in  myself,  poor  and  naked,  and  wretched,  and  mise- 
rable. But  this  makes  mercy  the  sweeter.  The  more  we  know 
of  our  ruin,  and  the  mystery  of  iniquity  that  is  in  us,  tiic  greater 
vahie  shall  we  necessarily  set  on  our  yaviour  and  his  salvation. 
1  am  in  Christ  superior  to  all  that  is  in  me.  There  is  more  in 
him  lodeHver  me,  than  there  can  be  in  myself  to  concicmn  me. 
But  here  the  matter  lies.  Sir: — When  1  look  at  the  word  of  God, 
and  see  there  unto  what  I  am  called ;  when  I  see  mj'  privileges 
as  a  child  of  God,  and  what  arises  from  such  an  ender-ring  rela- 
tion, —  when  I  see  that  I  am  called  to  a  fellowship  with  the  Fa- 
ther and  the  Son,  — to  a  peace  with  God  which  passeth  nioer- 
itanding,  — '  to  a  love  that  casteth  out  fear^-—  to  a  life  oi  faith 
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jjA^  Son  of  God  ;  nay,  to  joy  in  God  tlirough  our  Lord  Jestis 
^st,  through  whom  we  have  received  tlieratoncmenl;-— 
/uen  1  see  that  I  am  calkJ  to  be  a  temple  of  God,  throuc;h  h» 
/Spirit  dwelling  in,  me;  —  to  be  a  worshippet  in  his  spVituai  • 
house,  —  an  inhabitant  of  spiritoal  21ion,  that  city  of  the  living 
God,  —  a  subject  of  his  spiritual  kingdom  ;  —  to  a  hope  full  pf  ,♦ 
immovtality,—  to  be  an  heir  of  God  himself,,  and  ajoim  heir  '* 
vith  his  beloved  Son;  —  when  I  consider  these  tbings>(  Sir,  i 
can  hardly  believe  tbf  joy  and  wonder  ;  I  look  at  myself  aad  « 
amilc>  to  see  uch  an  insignificant  wretcli  so  exalted ;  J  look  oa 
things  around  me,  the  world  and  all  its  canities,  and  can  count 
them  but  dross  and  dung  in  coniparison  of  the  excellency  of  the 
Inoviedge  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord.  But  oh !  Sir,  this  is 
not  always  the  case ;  nay,  it  is  very  often  otheri^ise,  Tt^is  is  my 
battle^  this  is  my  stniggle,  thid  is  the  reason  of  my  complaint; 
BOW  you  see  what  I  am  at,  what  1  am  fighting  for ;  now  yonu^  see 
the  very  cause  of  my  heart-aches,  my  fears  and  distressest  my 
palpitations,  &C,.  It  is  not  steel-water,  nor  bark,  nor  cordials 
of  tne  apothecary,  but  the  precious  balm  of  Gi lead,  and  that 
gieat  Physician  there,  that  can  alone  give  ease  and  quiet  to  my  ' 
troubled  breast.  I  want  always  to  live  like  a  man,  who  is  senyble 
that  all  the  blessings  of  the  everlasting  co\'enant  are  his  own. 
I  would  walk  and  talk,  and  feel  my  hope,  and  fears,  ancl  joys^ 
like  a  croarure  that  knows  and  believes  that  all  things  are  his^ 
for  he  is  ChrislX  and  Christ  is  God's.  But  my  weakness,  my 
weakness,  woe  unto  me !  my  eye  and  my  heart  are  soon  cAtchect 
«ml  turned  aside  after  vanity;  my  corruptions  and  sins;  the 
guilt  of  whic^  the  blood  of  tlie  Son  of  God  has  done  away,  are 
yet  as  thorns  in  my  side,  and  pricks  in  my  ey^s ;  nay,  the  very* 
blessings  of  God  are  a  snare  unto  me,  and  frequently  steal  away 
tfiy  h(^art  from  him.  My  house  is  a*  snare,  aad  "my  family  \i  a 
snare;  my  garden  is  a  snare,  and  my  situation  is  a  snare;  my 
very  dross  is  a  snare ;  and,  such  is  my  weakness,  that  my  v^^rv 
dear  friend  is  a  snare  also.  My  comfort  is  in  fellowship  witli 
Oo<l ;  his  favour  is  better  than  life  itself;  and,  if  I  suffer  any 
blessing  to  conie  between  him  and  me,  it  loses  its  name,  and  iii 
wade  a  curse  unto  me.    Thus  far  my  present  experience* 

Yours,  &c. 


THE  ESTABLISHED  CHURCH. 


The  Highest  himself  ^hall  establish  her.^^  Psalm  Ixxxvii.  5* 
KjucI  Kill  establish  it  for  ever,  -i—  Psalm  xlViii;  8.   , 

These  promises  do  not  belong  exclusively  to  any  particu- 
lar church,  national  or  congregational  ;•  but  to  the^piritual  and 
universal  cluuch  of  Christ.  God  has  not  engaged  thus  ta 
establish  his  church  in  any  particulat  place^  or  among  apy 
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particular  deaomination  of  men.  On  the  contrary,  he  has, 
threatened^  ia  certain  circumstances,  to  remove  his  candlestick 
from  them;  and  has  actually  done  so  in' various' instance^/ 
The  true  church  is  that  body  of  people  who  embrace  the  dis- 
tinguishing doctrines  of  the  gospel,  and  manifestly  live  under, 
their  influence ;  and  especially  such  doctriuus  as  n^late  to  the 
miserable  condition  of  fallen  man, — the  method  of  salvation  by 
the  free  grace  of  God,  through  the  sacrifice  of  Ciirist,— and  the 
regeneration  and  sanctifying  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on 
the  souls  of  men.  These  are  the  persons  who  constitute  the 
church  of  Christ ;  and  though  they  may  be  distinguished  and 
divided  into  various  denominations,  they  are  spiritually  one. 

This  church,  considered  collectively,  is  weak  and  defenceless 
in  itself;  has  no  carnal  weapons  fonts  security,  is  encompass- 
ed with  niany  and   mighty  adversaries,  and  subject  to  various 
mutinies   among  its  own  members  ;  yet  God  has  engaged  to 
establish  it  through  all  the  revolving  ages  of  time,  and  through 
the  never  ending  years  of  eternity.       Hitherto  his  providence 
has  corresponded  with  his  promise*     One  antichristian  error 
after  another,  and   one    mighty    empire  after  another,  have 
fallen ;  but  the  ctHirch   of  God  stands  maugre  all  opposhion. 
Neither  the  power  of  a  Phaiaoh,  nor  the^'raft  of  an  Ahithophel, 
nor  the  treachery  of  a  Judas,  nor  all   the   combined  eflbrts  of 
its  numerous  and   malicious  foes,  have  been  able  to  prevail 
against  it.      In  seasons  of  declension,  it   has  revived  again. 
In  times  of  persecution,  it  has  not  only  been  preserved,  but 
has  even  prospered  by  the  very  means  that  were  wickedly  in- 
tended fot  its  destruction.     W  hen  the  whole  world  was  over- 
whelmed by  the  general  deluge,  the  church  found  security  in 
the  Ark,  and  swam  upon  the  mighty  waters.      And  is  the  Lord's 
hand  shortened?     Can  his  purposes  fail  ?     Will   he  not  cour 
tinue  to  preserve   and   establish   his   church  ?      Yes,  though 
earth  and  hell  unite  in  opposition  against  it.      "  Surely  there  is 
no  enchantment   against  Jacob,  neither  is  there  any  divination 
against  Israel." 

The  promise  of  divine  establishment  belongs  not  only  to 
the  church,  collectively  considered,  but  to  all  its  membei's  in- 
dividuallv;  I  mean  to  all  its  spiritual  and  living  members* 
Many,  alas  !  cleave  toil  with  flatteries,  from  principles  of  edu- 
cation, of  custom,  of  rational  conviction  onl^'.  Such  persons 
as  these,  are  no  more  iiiterested  in  the  promises  belon'jing  to 
the  church,  than  those  who  are  professedly  alienated  from  it* 
The  particulars  which  distinguisn  the  spiritual  members  of  the 
church  of  God,  are  a  divinely  illuminated  judgment,  a  lively 
faith  in  Christ,  holiness  of  disposition,  and  exemplariness  of 
condact  "  Tiiey  are  the  true* circumcision  who  worship  God  in 
the  Spirit,  and  rejoice  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  have  no  confidence 
in  the  fledi."  Poes  thb,  my  dear  reader^  correspond  with  vouc 
character  and  experience^  f     Then,  to  whatever  class  of  cnris- 
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tlatis  you  more  particularly  belong,  yon  are,  in  the  best  sense 
oftiie   phrase,  a  nieinber  of  the  established  church.      •*  The 
Highest  hitriselfsliall  establish  you, —  shall   establish  you  for 
ever;\shall  establish  you  in  righteousness."      David  rejoiced  ia 
this  privilege.    ^^  I  waited  patiently  for  the   Lord,*^  says  be, 
"  and  he  inclined  unto  me,  and  heard  my  cfy.     He  brought  me 
lip  also  out  of  a  horrible  pit,  out  of  the  miry  clay  ;  apd  set  my 
feet  upon  a  rock,  and  established  my  goings.     This  blessedness 
belonged  not  to  David  exclusively.     All  '^^  they  that  trust  in 
the  Lord  shall  be  as  Mount  Zion,  which  cannot  be  removed^ 
but  abideth  forever."     Has  God  made  you  a  spiritual  member 
of  lus  church,  and  are  you,  iu  threatening  seasons,  afraid  lest 
vou  should  be  overcome  by  your  foes,  and  finally  perish  ?  — 
Blessed  be  the  name  of  your  gracious  God,  there  is  no  scrip 
tural  ground  for  these  fears.      You  may  be  ^' confident  of  th; 
yery  thing,  tliat  he  who  hath   begun  a  good  work  in  you,  wilt 
fferform  it  until  the,  day  of  Jesus  Christ.*'    "God  is  faithful; 
by  whom  je   were  callea  unto  the  felloX\'ship  of  his  son  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord  ;   who  sliall   also   confirm  ypu    unto  the  end, 
that  ye  may  be  blameless  in  the  day  of  our'  Lord  Jesus  Christ."' 
You  have   the  same  ^^oundof  security  as  the  whole  church 
has ;  and  as  soon  mignt  the  whole  church  be  destroj'ed  from 
off  the  earth, .  as  one  member  of  it  perish.     You  are  not  se- 
cured from  outward  trials   and  civil  judgments.     The  church 
at  large  is  exi)osed  to  these,  and  you  with  her.      You  are  not 
established  beyond  the  possibility  of  wavering,  of  backslrding, 
or  of  losing  the  comfortable  sense  of  God's  gracious  f>resence  ; 
but  you  are  estal>lished  in  the  love  'and  favour  of  Goo,  with  all 
the   blissful    consequences  thereof.       Your  happy   state   and 
vour  renewed  nature  shall  Jbr  ever  remain  ;  and  your  sublimcst 
iopes  shall   not  be  disappointed.       You  are  built  on   an  im- 
moveable foundation,  the    perst>n  and    mediation    of  Christ. 
On  this  ro<.*k  the  church  at  large  is  founded  ;  **  and  the  gates  of 
hell  shall  never  prevail  against  it."   And  do  not  your  hopes  rest 
on  the  same  basis  ?    Are  ye  not  as  lively  stones  built  on  him  .* 
He  himself  must  give   way   before  you  can    perish.     But  this 
is  impossible.    "  Behold,"  saith  Jehovah,  "  I  lay  in  Zion  for  a 
foundation,  a  stone,  a  tried  stone,   a  precious  corner-stone,  a 
sure  foundation  ;    he  that  helleveth  shall  not  be  confounded.** 
Your  defence  is  impregnable.     The  purpose  and  promise  of 
God  stand  enqaged  for  your  establishment.      Can  you  desire  or 

f)ossess  a  stronger  security  ?  Having  positively  declared  that 
le  himself  will  confirm  you  to  the  end,  all  his  perfections  are 
concerned  for  your  safct}-.  ''He  himself  is  as  a  wall  of  fii-e 
round  about  you  ;  vou  arc  kept  by  bis  power,  as  your  almighty 
garrison,  through  mith  unto  salvatiou.  And  what  foe  is  there 
without  or  within  that  can  prevail,  when  God  himseJf  stands 
eiigaged  to  preserve!^  Away  then,  with  every  alarming  appre- 
hension !    ilambly  rejoice  in  your  security.     You  are  a  mem- 
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ber  ©f  the  church  which  God  himself  hath  established  for 
ever,;  and  in  a  httle  time,  your  holiness  und  your  happiness 
shall  be  equal  to  your  security. 

Makcuniensis. 


TRCJE  GRATITUDE  AND  REAL  GREATNESS 

EXEMPLIPIED    IN 

ELISHJ  and  the  SHUNJMITE. 

In  the  frequent  visits  Elisha  made  to  Mount  Carmel,  it 
is  probable  he  had  often  to  pass  by  Shimam,  a  city  in  the 
tribe  of  Issachar,  Here  he  was  kindly  entertained  by  a  person 
of  respectability.  Observing  how  fond  he  was  of  retirement, 
she  proposed  to  her  husband  to  build  him  an  apartment  in  a 
situation  congenial  to  his  taste  and  employment.  The  p**opo- 
sal  b  no  sooner  made  than  it  was  cordiafly  acceded  to.  This 
chamber  was  neither  formed  nor  furnislied  after  the  similitude 
of  a  palace  ;  but  every  yvay  suitable  to  a.man  who  lived  above 
the  world,  was  content  witli  a  little,  and  who,  witli  tliepre-^ 
senceofhis  God,  found  contentment,  whether  in  a  caiifp,  a 
cave,  or  a  wilderness.  The  event  we  particularly  refer  to,  hap- 
pened in  the  kingdom  of  Israel,  during  the  reign  of  Jehoram  ; 
and  soon  after  the  prophet's  remarkable  interposition  with  his 
God,  in  behalf  of  the  combined  armies  of  Israel,  J  udah,  and 
£dom«  The  prophet,  at  the  close  of  one  of  his  visits,  probably 
the  last  he  made  to  the  house  of  this  Shunamite,  commanding 
his  servant  to  call  her,  she  is  thus  addressed:—'^  Thou  hVst  been 
careful  for  us  with^  all  this  care,  what  is  to  be  done  for  thee  ? 
wouldst  thou  be  spoken  for  to  the  Ling,  or  to  the  captain  of  the 
host  ?  And  she  said,  1  dwell  among  mine  own  people  *.?  From 
these  words,  and  the  connection  in  which  they  stood,arc  we  not 
taught.  That  where  persons  are  in  easy  or  affluent  circumstances, 
they  ought  to  be  generous  and  hospitable  r  From  this  wo- 
man's proposal  to  build  a  chamber  upon  the  wall  for  the  pro- 
phet, and,  from  the  prophet's  bffer  to  speak  for  her,  or  her 
Lusband,  to  the  king  or  tne  captain  of  the  host,  it  is  not  im- 
probable but  that  her  husband  was  either  commander  over  the 
city  of  Shunam,  or  that  his  residence  was  in  some  castle.  But 
this  woman,  though  "  rich  in  this  world,"  needed  no  '^  charge 
to  do  good,  to  be  rich  iti  good  w  orks,  ready  to  distribute,  or 
willing  to  communicate.'*  She  was  a  lover  of  good  men; 
glorified  the  grace  that  appeared  in  them,  and  esteemed  them, 
ftmiable,  in  proportion  as  holiness  shone  forth  in  them.  Though 
au  inhabitant  of  Israel,  where  idolatry  was  then  established^ 
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her  heart  seems  to  have  been  right  towards  that  God'  who 
was  worshipped  at  Jerusalem.  As  a  wife,  she  fulfilled  the 
partofa>gooa  helpmate,  consulting  her  husband  in  what  she 
did,  and  freely  proposing  to  him  what,  she  apprehended,  they 
were  in  duty  and  obligation  bound  to  do.  God  had  blessed 
them  witli  affluence,  though  not  with  children ;  and  thereby 
they  had  greater  opportunities,  and  were  under  greater  obliga- 
tions, *^  to  do  good  to  all  ;  but  especially  to  those  who  were  of 
the  household  of  faiih."  Tl\gir  house  and  their  hearta  yvere  al- 
ways ppeu  to  all  good  men ;  and  whenever  such  approached 
their  door,  probably  something  like  this  was  the  kind  invita- 
tion,—" Come  in,  ye  blessed  of  the  Lord,  wherefore  stand  ye, 
without  ?  Let  all  your  wants  rest  upon  us  :  God  has  jiot  only 
given  us  the  ability,  but  the  disposition  and  the  desire  also  to 
do  good.  He  has  blessed  us,  that  we  may  be  rendered  bless- 
ings toothers  :  and,  from  long  experience,  we  have  found  that 
it  IS  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive." 

Their  example  holds  out  to  us  this  lesson, ''  Be  not  forgetful 
to  entertain  strangers,  for  thereby  some  have  entertained  an - 
gels  unawares.*"  Not  to  dwell  upon  the  instances  of  Lot  and 
Abraham, —  the  two  disciples  who  supposed  Jesus  to  be  a 
stranger,  by  urijing  him  to  tarry  with  them,  found  by  happy  ex- 
periencc,  that  the  Lord  of  Angels — the  Fountain  of  Truth,  and 
the  Saviotu*  of  their  souls,  was  with  them.  True,  that  exhorta- 
tion might  have  a  more  particular  respect  to  a  season  of  perse- 
cution, when  the  followers  of  Jesus  were  scattered  every  one 
from  his  own  place.  Such  asylums  in  this  wilderness,  many 
of  our  forefathers  tbnrid  when  separated  from  their  beloved 
flocks;  while  those  who  entertained  them,  experienced  the 
truth  of  our  Lord's  declaration,  "  He  that  receivcth  a  prophet  in 
the  name  of  a  prophet,  shall  receive  a  prophet's  reward ;  and 
he  that  receivcth  a  righteons  man  in  the  mime  of  a  righteous 
man,  shall  receive  a  righteous  man's  reward.  And  whoso- 
ever shall  give  to  drink  to  one  of  these  little  ones,  a  cup  of 
water  only,  in  the  naaie  of  a  disciple,  verily,  he  shall  in  no- 
wise lose  his  reward  f."  Real  christians,  however  low  they 
may  be  in  circumstances,  by  their  prayers  and  godly  conver- 
sation, will  be  found  like  sheep,  which  benefit  the  pasture 
upon  which  they  have  been  fed.  "  The  liberal  soul  sliall  be 
made  fat;  and* he  that  tvatereth,  shall  be  watered  also  him- 
self J." 

From  this  narrative  it  appears  also,  that  ^'  Good  men  need 
verv  few  accommodations  in  their  passage  through  a  world,  in 
which  they  have  been  taught  ^to  consider  themselves  as 
strangers  and  pilgrims.**  A  bed,  a  stool,  a  'table  and  a:  can- 
dlestick (or  lamp)  were  all  the  furniture  provided  for  this  good 

•  H^b.^xiii,  3,        f  ^M^tt,  x.  41,  44*        t  P^ov*  xi»  >J^ 
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man.  Food, •raiment,  residence,  and  a  little  suitable  society, 
make  up  the  inventory  of  our  real  necessities.  *^  For  we 
brought  nothing  into  this  world  ;  and  it  is  certain  we  can  cany 
nothing  out.  Having  therefore  food  and  raiment,  let  u« 
therewith  be  contentjl"  Our  imaginary  wants  are  more  nu- 
iuert>us  than  oar  real  ones.     For 

Man  wants  but  little  j    nor  that  little  long.* 

This  prophet  had  plain  fare ;  bntit  was  accompanied  with  a 
hlessing.  He  "  ate  his  meat  with  gladness  and  singleness  of 
heart,  praising  God,  and  having  favour  with  air  around  him. 
Whether  he  ate  or  drank,  or  lied  down  or  rose  up,  his  aim  was 
to  glorify  God.  How  would  Elisha's  heart  ovcrilow  with  gra- 
titude, after  the  dciv^s  journey,  as  he  sat  down  upon  his  stool  to 
rest  his  wearied  limbs !  Scarcely  had  he  entered-his  chamber, 
but  the  table  would  be  furnished  with  food  convenient  for 
him: — when  nature  was  satisfied,  and  the  "  shadows  of  lli^ 
evening  were  stretched  out,"  his  lauip  would  be  lighted,  that  he 
might  read  and  meditate  on  (iod's  word: — and  then,  after 
committing  himself  to  the  care  of  the  Keeper  of  Israel, 
lying  down  upon  his  bed,  his  sleep  would  be  sweet  unto 
him. 

He  found  that 

•  Solitude  is  oft  tlve  best  society,  f 

For  happier  was  Elisha  in  his  chamber  on  the  wall,  tha« 
the  king  of  Israel  in  his  palace,  rejjaling  on  all  the  delicacies 
that  bis  kingdom  could  produce*  The  prophet  felt  no  anxiety 
*'  what  he  should  eat  or  drink,  or  wherew^ih  he  should  be 
clothed ;"  sensible  that  his  Heavenly  Father  knew  that  he 
needed  all  these  things;  and  confident  that  tl>ey  would 
be  provided  for  him.  Those  persons,  perhaps,  are  found 
to  live  the  nearest  to  God,  who  lived  on  him  by  the  day;  and 
who  are  taueht  that  divine  art  of  **  casting  all  their  care  upon 
hira,"  Such  see  his  handj  —trace  his  steps,— and  enjoy  their 
Baercies  with  a  peculiar  iweetness.  We  conclude,  this  pro- 
Sphetdid  not  find  such  a  friend  in  every  place,  nor  such  accom- 
uMations  in  every  city;  but,  hke  Elijah  before  him,  had 
sometimes  to  df  ink  of  the  brook,  or  take  up  bis  lodgings  under  the 
canopy  of  heaven.  O  that  the  triala  which  have  been,  and  still 
are  experienced  by  many  of  God's  children,  may  make  u« 
more  sensible  of  our  mercies,  and  of  our  obhgations  to  God  for 
them !  And  may  we  never  forget  that  He,  who  hvA  a  sufiicient 

trice  ta  lay  down  for  the  random  of  our  souls,  was  himself 
angry,  thirsty,  and  had  not  a  place  where  to  lay   his  head ! 
'^Toai^h  he  was  richj*  yet,  for  our  sokes,  he  became  poor, 

g  1  Tim.  vi^  7,  8,  ♦  Young.  f  Brown* 
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that  we,  through  his  poverty,  might  be  made  rich."  And  still 

There's  ne'er  a  gift  his  hand  bestows. 
But  cost  his  lican  a  groan,  t 

Further.  Returns  oF  gratitude  are  due  to  those  from  whom 
we  have  received  peculiar  instances  of  kindness.  Elisbm  felt 
liis  obligation,  and  wished  not  only  to  express,  but,  if  possible^ 
some  way  to  return  it.  Like  Peter  and  John,  he  might  say, 
"Sih^er  and  gpld  have  I  none;"  but  if  there  be  any  way  in 
iv'hick  •  I  can  serve  \thec  or  thy  husband,  command  ye  me. 
WJiat  shall  I  render?  is  the  language  of  every  /ajatefuJ  heart, 
wliether  it  have  God  or  man  for  the  object.  To  appTy  this 
ic^nark  to  ourselves  : — 

it  children,  our  parents  have  been  carrful  for  us  with  « 
great,  a  constant,  and  along  continued  caie;  and  ought  it  not 
to  be  a  question  with  such  of  us  as  ai>e  grown  up.  What  is  to  be 
done  for  them  ?  Let  deep  rooted  atTection,— sympuhizing  ten- 
derness towards  them,  under  growing  infirmities,  and  actual 
support  where  it  is  needed,  return  the  answer.  Let  them 
have  full  evidence  that  their  luboiirsof  love  have  not  been  lost 
upon  us.  May  we  honor  ihcni,  comfoit  tbeni,  and  send  theu^ 
to  their  graves  rt^oicing  in  our  filial  aft'ectioup  and  in  our  grow- 
ing concern  to  lollow  them  to  a  better  country. 

Or,  are  we  attendants  under  a  gospel  niinisti-y  ?  Let  us  not ' 
forget  what  a  debt  of  gratitude  we  owe  to  tliose  who,  with  much 
and  constant  care,  are  labouring  iWr  our  souU  in  word  and 
doctrine;  *'  Remember  tliem  who  hove  spoken  to  you  the 
word  of  G<>d,  whose  faith  foUow,*"  For  if  theit  word  ba* 
been  Wessed  to  our  (^onveraion,  and  if  that  faith  be  the  suppoit 
of  om*  souls^  as  their  spiritual  children,  they  may  say  to  us,  aS 
Puul  to  Philctnoh,  *^  Ye  owe  to  tos  Tourselvses."  What  is  t» 
l>e  done  for  our  mii^istersr  ']^\e  apostle  fehall  ajiswer  th^  en- 
4j«ify,  **  Brethren,  pray  for  us.''  'ies,  we  will  piay  for  them, 
that  their  understandings  may  be  more  illumined,  their  hearts 
more  enlarged,  their  private  8tudi*»s  more  pleasant,  and  their 
public  labours  moi-e  profitable.  We  will  ^  pray  that  the  vrord 
of  tJic  Lord  may  rnn  aiul  be  glorifietl."    Again, 

The  liberal  mind  will  be  fri'onentiy  oceiipiedin  ffcvising  libe- 
ral things.  ^'  What,"  s^iid  Ehsha,"'*  shall  be  done  for  theef* 
It  is  probable  we  might  all  of  us  be  more  useful  in  the  world 
than  we  are,  were  our  thoughts  more  directed  to  the  means  of 
being  u«i^fnl.  This  key  of  consideration  woidd  open  many  aa 
untried  lock,  and  admit  us  into  many  an  wn^xpWed  field  for 
usefulness.  In  oider  to  this,  let  us  look  more  ar(MHKl  ue,  turn 
our  tlioughts  more  directly  to  the  subject,  and  enquire  of 
others  how  to  bqcfm>e  morts  u^ful  in  our  day  ai>d  generation; 
iinitating  him  whom  we  profess  to  honour  ;  who  "w«it  about 
doing  good.'*     i\gain, 

\\  hetc  a  good  man  has  mtcrest  in  tbc  favour  of  those  who 
t  Watts.  •  Heb.  xiii.  7. 
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are  above  him,  he  will  Ue  more  coaccrncd  to  exert  it  in  be- 
half of  others  than  for  himself.  Notwithstanding  all  this  jiro- 
phet's  faithfb)  reprooH  of  Jehoram, —  from  hi^  interposition  ia 
behalf  of  hims/jlf  and  iiis  army,  we  may  conclude  that  he  would 
stand  high  ia  tlie  esteem  of  tliat  prince  and  the  captain  of  bis 
host.  The  good  tuaa  therefore  inquires  if  he  can  do  any  tiling 
V 'ai  either  of  these  for  the  family?  But  when  he  is  informed 
aat  peace  and  contentment  were" ll^eir  lot,  and  that  their  etuthly 
liappiness  could  only  be  increased  by  an  heir  to  their  estate  and 
to  their  amiable  qualities,  tlte  prophet  pleads  thiit  this  family 
might  increase  as  a  flock  :  and  miixiediately  he  Hands  her  from 
bis  God  a  promise  of  a  son.  How  effectual  is  the  prayer  of  a 
righteous  man  !  Though  he  be  ever  so  poor,  his  petitions  may 
bnng'  down  showers  of  blessings  upon  oar  heads,  our  heaits, 
and  our  houses.  I'he  greatest  kindness  we  can  discover  tow  ards 
our  friends  and  benefactors,  is  to  pray  for  them. 

Finally,  What  an  invaluable  blessing  is  a  contented  mind  ! 
One  who  exhorts  us  to  "  be  content  with  such  things  as  we  have;'* 
assures  us,  from  his  own  experietice,  that  he  **  had  learned,  ia 
whatsoever  state  he  wad>  tlierewith  to  be  content ;"  aud  this 
woman  seems  to  have  drank  deep  into  that  spirit.  ''  I  dweJl>'* 
said  she,  *^  among  mine  own  people."  It  was  evideht,  she  wag 
not  high-minded,  nor  sought  great  things  for  herself,  or  her  bus* 
band.  She  dwelt  in  a  state  of  the  most . friendly  intercourse 
with  all  around  her;  many  of  whom  had  been  the  companrons. 
of  her  youth.  ^Jhe  was  "  sober"  in  her  desires,  *—  "  loved  her 
husband,  was  discreet,  chaste,  and  one  that  kept  at  home  ♦.** 
Not  like  that  person  described  by  Solomon  :  — '^  As  a  bird  that 
wandereth  from  her  nest,  so  is  a  man  that  wandereth  from  hii 
place +."  He  pursues  happiness*  but  seeks  it  in  a  wrong  si- 
tnatioR.  On  the  contrary,  this  woman  was  happy  at  home, 
and  had  *'  many  friends, — for  she  shewed  herself  friendly  :"  or, 
by  *•  her  own  people,"  she  might  intend  the  godly.  Sl)e  was  a 
4!ompanion  for  those  that  feared  God  (and  probably  such  were 
to  be  found  even  in  Shunam).  With  her,  "  godliness,  with 
contentment,  was  great  gain ;"  and  good  people,  she  esteemed 
a»  he?  people  ;  accounting  such  "  the  excellent  of  the  earth !— - 
with  wnom  slie  had  her  delight.*'  From  thq  whole,  we  learn,. 
—  that  neither  poverty  and  piety,  nor  greatness  a  nil  godlinc'?^ 
arejncompalJble  with  each  other;  and  that  as  contentment  is 
that  divine  art  which  we  all  need  leatn,,so  God  alone  can  etVec- 
tuaUy  teach  it.  AcNUi. 

•  Titus  ii.  5,  6.  f  Prov.  xxvli.  8. 


QUERY. 

Am  T  justified  in  absenting  myself  from  the  ^tablo  of  the 
Lord,  when  I  see  those  attend  whom  I  conceive  (from  their 
conduct)  to  be  improper  communicants  ? 
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QUESTIO>;S    ' 

SUBMITTED  TO  THE  CONSIDERATION  OP 

MINISTERS  AND  PJRENTS, 

ON  THElk  RfeSPECTIVE  OBLIGATIONS  TO  ATTEND  TO  THE 

REUGIOUS  INSTRUCTION  OF  YOUTH. 


I.  Are  not    children  and  youth  important  branches  of 
fiunilies^  congregations,  and  society  ? 

2%  Will  not  the  rising  generation  be  the  chief  actors  in  all 
buinan  affairs,  whether  religious  or  civil,  when  we  are  removed 
to  another  world  ? 

,  3»  Ouglit  we  not  to  use  all  our  influence  then,  to  prevent 
their  being  evil  workers  ?  and  prepare  them  to  act  their  parts 
with  comfort  to  their  families,  creait  to  themselves,  usefulness 
to  the  church,  and  advantage  to  society  ?     ' 

4.  Is  it  not  probable  that  a  propef  atteption  to  their  religious 
instruction,  morals,  and  habiti*,  may,  under  a  divine  blessing, 
check  the  growth  of  dc'praved  passions,  -^  prevent  errors  in 
doctrines, —  lead  to  slated  attendances  on  religious  worship,  — 
and,  in  the  end,  prove  the  humble  means  of  the  conversion  of 

.many  ?  ^ 

5.  Have  there  not  been  innumerable  instances  of  religious 
instructi6n  being  blessed  lo  the  conversion  of  youth  ?  and,  if 
so,  does  it  not  justify  us  in  expecting  that  God  will  bless  simi- 
lar means  with  the  same  snccess,  in  a  smaller  or  greater 
degree  ? 

.  6,  Are  not -children  ^nd  youth  part  of  your  charge?  and  are 
you  not  bound  to  do  something  to  promote  their  spiritual  in-  • 
terest  ?  '      . 

7»  Have  not  the  wisest  and  best  of  men,  in  all  ages,  rccom- 
BJ^ndedtlie  rehgious  instruction  of  youth  ?  and  particularly' the 
catechizing  of  them  in  doctrines  to  be  believed,  and  duties  to 
be  dischaaged  ^ 

8.  Have  you  ad(»pted  this,  or  any  other  method  you  conceive 
better  calculated  to  promote  their  moral  and  spiritual  im- 
provement ? 

9.  Have  the  children  under  your  charge  had  that  share  of 
your  attention  and  labour  which  they  ought  to  have  had  ? 

10.  If  they  have  not;,  are  you  not  unfaithful  to  your  trust  ? 
and  will  not  their  blood  be  required  at  your  hands  ? 

11.  Is  it  too  late  to  begin  this  long-neglected  duty  ?  ifno<, 
are  you  not  bpund,  by  your  relation  to  your  family,  to  your 
flock,  and  your  solemn  entjagements  to  God,  as  well  as  the  ac- 
count you  must  render  oi  yovu*  stewardship^  to  enter  upon  it 
^  ithout delay  ? 
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ON  THE  ADVANTAGES  OF 
AFFLICTION  TO  THE    YOUNG. 


li  u  good  for  a  man  that  ht  bear  the  yoke  in  his  youth. 

Lain.  iii.  ai. 
The  lot  of  Jeremiah  was  cast  in  troublesome  times.  He 
was  called  of  God  to  foretell  the  calamities  the  Jews  were  to  be 
sutjected  to  when .  conquered^  and  led  into  caplivity  by  the 
king  of  Babylon.  He  lived  to  see  the  Judgments  executed 
which  he  had  denounced  ;  and  was  inspired  by  the  tfoly  Ghost 
to  bewail  them.  The  Book  of  Lamentations  exhibits  Jeremiah 
sitting  amidst  the  ruins  of  Zion-;  and,  while  his  eyes  ran  down 
with  water^  deploring  her  desolations  in  the  most  melancholy 
strains,  the  spirit  ot  cheerfulness  and  hope  seems  to  have  fled 
frdtti  his  bosom.  The  verses  of  this  poem  are  evidently  the 
wailings  of  an  oppressed^  nay,  of  a  broken,  heart.  The  gfoomy 
«ccnes  desciibed  m  this  book,  have,  perhaps,  prevented  it, from 
being  so  iVec^uendy  read  as  it  onght  to  have  hneen.  As  a  piece 
of  composition,  it  will  bear  to  be  compared  with  die  most 
finished  productions  of  elegiac  poetry.  It  is  calculated  to  in- 
vigorate our  zeal  for  the  civil  and  religious  interests  of  our 
country,  and  to  impress  us  with  a  sense  of  the  malignant  nature 
and  ruinous  tendency  of  sin  ;  —  it  abounds  too  with  many  ex- 
cellent sentiments,  both  of  d  devotional  and  moral  cast.  Tbe 
eentiment  on  which  we  are  now  to  make  some  remarks,  is  cer- 
tainly aa  important  one,  and  well  deserves  to  be  seriously  con- 
sidered. In  other  places  of  Scripture  we  find  the  benefits  of 
affliction,  tp  men  in  general,  stfongly  stated ;  but  this  vevse 
calls  us  to  consider  its  peculiar  advantages  to  the  ybung.  Young 
people  have,  in  general,  very  opposite  impressions  of  afflictions; 
and  it  may  be  ot  Use  to  those  who  are  in  the  early  periods  of 
life  to  demonstrate  the  truth  of  the  assertion,  '*  That  it  is  good 
for  a  man  that  he  hear  the  yoke  in  his  youth." 

1.  Affliction  humbles  the  pride  of  the  young.  To  this  sin 
Ihey  are  in  a  pecuKar  manner  liable.  They  are  not  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  deficiencies  of  their  own  characters,  and 
are  ready  to  over-rate  any  excellence  which  they  may  possess. 
How  ready  are  they  to  plume  themselves  on  the  graces  of  tlieir 
bodies,-—  or  the  talents  of  their  minds,.— or  their  connexions 
with  the  great,  -^  or  on  the  prospects  of  wealth  or  influence 
which  are  opened  before  them !  The  encomiums  which  are 
bestowed  on  them,  when  their  first  appearances  in  the  world  are  . 
respectable,  tend  j^eatly  to  cherish  the  spirit  of  pride.  This 
disposition  is  hatemi  to  God.  If  not  checked,  it  will  mark  their 
conduct  in  life  with  ingratitude  to  Him,  and  with  insolence  and 
oppression  to  men.  To  check  this  spirit,  God  often  visits  the 
young  with  afi^ictions.  By  tliese  tliey  have  been  convinced  of 
then  entire  dependeace  oirGocT;  and  ^at  to  Him  they  owq  all 
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they  have,  and  must  look  for  all  that  they  expect.  When 
Nebuchadnezzar's  heart  was  lifted  up^  and  his  mind  hardened 
in  pride>  he  was  deposed  from  his  kingly  throne,  and  his  glory 
was  taken  from  him*  He  was  driven  from  the  sons  of  menj  and 
his  heart  was  made  like  the  beastb*^  and  hit  dwelling  was  with 
the  wild  asses.  They  fed  him  with  grass,  like  oxen;  and  his 
body .  was  wet  with  the  dew  of  Heaven,  -—  till  he  knew  that  the 
Most  High  ruletli  in  the  kingdoms  of  men,  iind  appointeth  ov& 
them  whomsoever  he  will.  Instances  might  be  mentioned  of 
youne  men,  whose ,  conduct  was  marked,  with  disgustingr 
baugntiness  and  affectat^n,  who,  on  the  bed  of  sickness,  ana 
at  the  grave  of /departed' friends^  have  learned  to  be  meek  and 
lowlv  in  heart ;  and  t  ho  can  now  apjpeal  to  God,  and  say,  *^  O 
Lord,  my  heart  i^  not  haughty,  nor  mine  eyes  lofty  ;  neither  do 
I  exercise  myself  in  great  matters,  or  in  things  too  high  for 
m^  !*'  Affliction  is,  one  of  the  great  means  which  God  makes 
use  of  to  hidd  pride  from  nmn. 

2.  Affliction  corrects  tlie  extrava^gant  expectations  of  ^be 
young.  Their  minds  are  prone  to  form  faigli  expectations  of 
prosperity  and  success  in  life.  Tlie  fancy,  at  tnis  period,  is 
active  arid  glowing ;  nor  is  it  restrained*  in  its  operations,  by 
the  suggestions  of  judgment,  or  by  the  dictates  of  experience; 
How  .often  do  they  say,  in  their  hearts,  **  The  work  of  our  hands 
shall  be  established  !"  —  *'  bur  exertions  in  our  callings  shall  he 
patronized  by  the  noble ;  —  pur  characters  shall  mca:  witK 
praise  from  men  ;  -^  health  and  peapie  shall  perpetually  reside 
with  us  in  our  dwellings  !"  I  n  forming  ideas  of  their  path  thrcf 
life,  they  imagine  it  will  be  through  flowery  meadows,  or  over 
mountains  of  spices.  They  are  unwilling  to  suppose  that  they 
slta|l  be  called  to  pass  through  the  marsh  or  the  desert.  Such 
expectsitions  are  sinful  luid  pernicious.  They  are  sinful,  be^ 
cause  they  are  inconsistent  with  the  arrangements  of  that  Pro* 
videncc  which  has  ordered  it,  that  man  js  born  to  trouble  ;  and 
they  are  pernicious  to  ourselves,  because,  when  distress  Gom:eSj^ 
they  give  double  weight  to  its^stroke.  To  check  such  extrava^ 
gant  expectations  in  the  hud,  God  often  visits  the  young  with 
triats.  He  says  to  them,  by  the  itiessengers  of  affliction,  "  Seek 
not  .i^reat  things  for  thyself—  Remember  the  days  of  darkness^ 
for  tiiey  shall  l^  m.'vny."  The  disappointments  and  trials  witli 
which  God  visits  the  young>  tend  to  cherish  that  moderation  in 
tlieir  wishes  and  pur^luit^,  whiob  bids  fair  to  bey'  productive  of 
happiness :  they  awaken '  that  caution  which  restrains  the 
ardour  of  the  fancy,  and  bring  forward  tho  suggestions  of  tear 
to  check  the  flatteries  of  hope.  The  young .  are  ready  to  im-« 
agine,  that  God  deals  harshly  with  them  when  he  afi^icts 
tliem ;  but,  in  thus  crushing  their  extravagant  hopes,  be  ia 
saving  them  the  enduring  of  much  future  misery^  Theimngsi 
thou  feelest  at  present^  may  I(^ep  tb^  firom  after-pangs  far  nux^ 
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severe,  to  which  the  indulgeuce  of  the  delusive  hopes  of  youth 
Would  have  subjected  thee. 

3.  Affliction  restrains  the  yoting  from  sensual  indulgences. 
To  th^se  they  are  often  strongly  solicited.  Even  to  pious 
Timothy,  the  apostle  judged  it  necessary  to  address  the  exhor- 
tation," jRee  from  youthful  lusts.".  Etefore  the  young,  Pleasure 
displays  all  her  attractions.  She  exhibits  hersell  to  them,  decked 
in  the  gayest  attire,  with  a  countenance  wearing  the  most  en- 
cbsinting  smiles ;  and  accosts  them  in  hanguage  soft  and  fasci- 
nating, "  Rejoice,  O  young  man,  in  thy  youth  ;  and  let  thine 
heart  cheer  diee  in  the  days  of  thy  youth  !  "  I  have  decked  my 
ted  with  covering  of  tapestry ; — 1  have  perfumed  it  with  myrrh, 
aloes,  and  cinnamon."  So  powerful  is  the  influence  of  the  al- 
lurements of  Pleasure  over  tlie  hearts  of  the  youn^,  that  nurii- 
bers  of  them  have  followed  her  to  their  iruin.  Many  of  them, 
have  been  led  by  her  to  the  commission  of  crimes,  against 
which  Modesty^  Keason,  and  Conscience  lifted  their  voices  in 
vain.  Nothing  more,  effectually  counteracts  the  influence  of 
Pleasure,  than  the  rod  of  sanctified  afflictions:  by  these  the 
Joung  have  been  formed  to  sobriety  of  mind ;  —  by  these  they 
nave  been  led  to  despise  the  pleasured  of  sin,  as  grovelling, 
transitory,  and  destructive.  What  attractions  will  the  chair  of 
the  scoraer,  the  bed  of  the  harlot,  or  the  song  of  the  druntard, 
have  in  the  eye  of  him  who  is  ctiastened  with  pain,  and  th^  multi- 
tttde  of  his  bones  ^ith  strong  pain  !  Does  the  young  man,  whom 
*  God  places  in, the  house  of  mourning,  whom  he  calls  to  mmis- 
ter  to  a  dyins  parent,  to  receive  his  last  breath,  and  to  commit 
hit  body  to  the  grave,  does  he  si^h  after  the  house  of  feasting, 
or  the  assemblies  of  gaiety  and  dissipation  i  Were  but  a  wisK 
to  mingle  in  such  scenes,  to  start  irpon  the  bosom  of  an  affec- 
tionate youth  at  a  solemn  period  like  this,  he  would  reject  it 
with  utter  abhorrence.  Tlie  young  who  meet  with  trials,  have 
reason  to  bless  that  hand  which,  by  severe  sickness,  drives  them 
iVom  tht  paths  of  sensuality ;  for  adorned' thoujjh  they  are  with 
lilies  and  roses,  they  are,  in  truth,  the  way  to  Hell,  going  down 
to  the  chamb^^rs  ctf  death.  Whether  think  you,  ye  sons  of 
youth,  is  it  better  rto  labour  under  the  disease  of  a  day?  or  to 
have  the  ooostitution  broken  by  intemperance  ?  Whether  is  it 
better  to  be  stopped  in  the  ways  of  sensuality  r  or  to  be  allowed 
to  ran  on  in  mem  till  a  dart  strikes  through  your  liver,  and 
y(HiT  course  terminates  in  the  lake  that  burns  with  fire  and 
brioistonef 

4.  Affiietion  has  sometimes  been  the  means  of  conversion  in 
youth.  There  have  been  many  instances  of  young  pien  who^ 
like  the  prodigal  when  reduced  to  want,  have  resolved  that 
they  would  arise  and  go  to  their  Father.  In  the  season  of  af- 
fliction, sin  h  brought  ta remembrance ;  that  levitj^  of  the  mind 
is  repressed,  which  is  so  unfriendly  to  moral  seriousness,  and 
death  and  the  tribunal  of  God  are  brought  mto  view.    This  bal 
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often  led  to  such  applications  to  God  for  mercy,  as  have  hefSJi 
attendt  d  with  the  iiappiest  effects,  OrtoD,  in  bis  Sermons  to 
the  Aged/  tells  tis  pi  a  young  man  who  had  been  long  confined 
with  a  diseased  limb,  and  was  near  his  dissolution,  when,  at  the 
desire  of  a  fiiend,  his  loathsome  sore  was  uncovered-  He  said, 
*^  There  it  is  ;  and  a  precious  tieasure  it  has  been  to  me !  It  saved 
me  from  the  folly  and  vanity  of  youth ;  —  it  made  me  cleave  to 
God  as  ray  only  portion,  —  and  to  eternal  glory  as  my  only 
liope;  and  I  tbink  it  |iath  now-  brpught,  me  very  near  to  mv 
lumber's  house/*  Some  young  men>  when  they  havie  met  with 
disappointments  in  business,  have  been  led  to  seek  after  the 
good  part  which  shall  never  be  taken  frojn  them,  and  to  lay  up 
treasures  in  Heaven  5 — some,  when  their  friends  have  dealt 
treacherously  with  them  (than   which  scarce  any  thing  can 

t;ive  a  more  violent  shock  to  the  glowing  feelings  of  youth) 
lave  been  led  to  that  Friend  who  rests  in  liis  love.  While 
ypung  persons  have  been  taking  their  last  leave  of  the  corpse 
of  it  brother  or  a  sister  dearly  beloved,  —  while  they  have  been 
Jooking,  for  the  last  time,  on  their  pallid  countenance,  and  grasp- 
ing, for  the  last  time,  their  cold  hand,  have  had*  their  minds 
directed  to  Him  who  is  not  ashamed  to  call  us  Brethren ;  and 
who  has  said,  '^  Whosoever  shall  do  tlie  will  of  m^  Father, 
who  is  in  Heaven,  the  same  is  my  mother^  and  sister,  and 
brother  *.'* 

5th.  Affliction  has  often  made  the  young  experience  the 
s^'UTj^athy  and.  compassion  of  our  Lord  Jesus.  Christ  is  a 
iriend  born  for  adversity;  anci  to  the  j^oung  of  his  people  in 
affliction,  he  manifests  peculiar  kindness.  He  shall  feed  his 
flock  like  a  shepherd,  and  gather  the  IjimLs  with  his  arms,  and 
carry  them  in  his  bosom.  It  is  common  with  men  to  express 
peculiar  concern  for  the  young  when  in  distress.  Who  can 
oehold  disease  robbing  tlieir  cheek's  of  their  bloom,  and  wasting 
their  beauty  like  a  moth,  without  being  disposed  to  pity  !  Anlgl 
will  the  Lord  of  compassion  take  no  interest  in  tlieir  suffer- 
ings ?  VV^hile  part  iits  arc  sitting  by  the  bed-side  of  a  distressed 
son,  watching  with  unutterable  anxiety  every  change  of  his 
features,  and  listening  to  every  ^roan  that  rises  from  his  breast, 
Jesus  is  with  them,  and  tends  the  object  of  theiir  solicitude 
with  a  compa<sion  far  more  tender,  and  a  care  far  more  assi- 
duous than  theirs.  His  cv)mpassionate  eye  sleep  never  clones  ; 
hi^exir  is  ne\er  fchut  to  the  complaints  of  his  chudreri  ;  and  his 
kind  attentions  are  noyer  unavailing;  *^  As  one  whom  his  mo-; 
ther  comforts,  even  so  will  I  comfort  you,  and  ye. shall  be 
comforted."  How  sweet,  tender,  and  efficacious,,  are  the  com- 
forts of  a  mother  to  a  child  in  distress  !  Sucl^  is  the  figure  em- 
ployed to  point  out  the  consolations  imparted  by  the  lord  our 
Redeemer,    The  Son  of  man  bore  the  yoke  in  his  youth.     In 

•  Job~xxxvi,  8,  9,  10.         ' 
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^  inAiQcy^  Herod  sought  to  murder  him.  For  years^  k  is  pro- 
jbabie^  he  wrought  as  a  carpenter  for'ttie  support  of  his  widow« 
e'd  mother,  I>urijag  the  whole  of  his  pubHc  minbtry^  he  bore 
our  griefs,  and  carried  our  sorrows  ;  and  bdbre  he  was  tbiity- 
foor  years  of  age,  he  was  crucified  and  slain.  So  heavy  was 
that  yoke  which  was  wreathed  about  bis  neck^  that  it  made  his 
strength  fail,  and  brought  him  to  tlie  dust  pf  death.  We  have 
DOt  an  high  priest  who  cannot  be  touched  with  the  failing  of 
our  infirmities,  but  who  was  in  all  points  'tried  like  as  we  uie^ 
yet  without  sin.  How  much  must,  this  early  experience  of  oar 
Lord's  compassion,  endear  him  to  ihe  souls  of  the  yornig  !  .and 
how  must  it  encourfige  them  iu  their  passage  throu^  the 
worlds  to  know  that  Christ  will  be  a  present  help  to  them  in 
every  time  of  need  !  ami  that  he  who  has  been  the  Guide  of 
their  youth,  will  be  tlie  Comforter  of  their  old  age  J 
-  Lastly.  Affliction  invigorates  the  minds  of  the  young.  Tlie 
tendency  of  uninterrupted  prospefity  to  enervate  the  mind,  has 
been  generally  admitted.  How  seldom  do  we  hear  of  a  great 
or  heroic  character  nursed  in  the  lap  of  prosperity  !  But  bj 
hardships  and  trials,  the  mind  is  strengthenexl  lor  sustaiainj; 
losses  the '  most  severe,  and  executing  schemes  tlie  mostar* 
duous.  Prosperous  situations  in  life  may  be  resembled  to  ihoae 
countries  where  the  sun  shines  with  a  scorchmg  heat,  and 
where  nature  pours  all  the  necessaries,  nay  the  luxuries  of  life 
in  the  greatest  profusion  at  mens'  feet.  It  is  not  in  such  cli- 
mates that  we  are  to  expect  to  meet  with  characters  which  are 
distinguished  for  energy  of  mind,  or  enterprize  in  conduct. 
If  we  ^ish  to  find  these,  we  must  look  for  them  junid  the  ice 
and  snows  of  the  liorth;  where  necessity  stimulates  men  to 
spuited  and  laborious  exertion.  By  disappointments  and  trials 
in  youth,  some  have  acquired  such  a  strength  of  mind,  that 
they  have  endured  the  roughest  blasts  of  distress  in  dfter-life 
without  shrinking.  Or  should  the  man  whose  mind  has  been 
braced  by  adversity  in  youth,  be  raised  to  opulence  and  gran« 
deur  in  the  after-periods  of  his  life,  the  remembrance  of  tlie 
hardships  ol*  his  early  days  will  give  a  double  relish  to  pros- ~ 
perity.  Remembering  his  affliction  and  misery,  the  worm- 
wood and  the  gall,  he  will  feel  a  higher  satisfaction  than  he 
could  otherwise  have  done,  when  God  anoints  hi^  head  with 
oil,  and  makes  his  cup  to  run  over.  The  man  whose  heart  has 
been  m^de  bitter  by  the  saddening  of  his  countenance  in 
youth,  is  least  of  all  likely  to  be  corrupted  by  the  influence  qf 
prosperity.  Such  a- man  will  neetl  no  solicitation  to  stretch 
.out  his  hand  fb  relieve  mierit  when  stiuggling  with  distiessi; 
without  a  friend  to  patronize,  without  a  comforter  to  sooth  id 
He  knows  the  heart  oTthc  unfortunate  in  youtb^  and  to  them 
he  feels  himself  constrained  by  every  tie  to  shew  kindness 
and  respect.  ' 
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iSurfi  are  sotne  of  tb€  ad vanta^  of  aiBictions  to  the  yonftg^* 
It  ouffht  to  be  reinembered^  that  tbejr  are.  also  beneficial  m 
the  other  periods  pf  life^  The  cap  of  sorrow  is  mingled  by  a 
Being  wise  and  compassionate;  and  he  never  puts  it  into  <)ur 
ii&nds^  nor  holds  it  to  oar  Upshot  when  he  sees  it  to  be  nece»» 
•ary.  There  is  not  a  single  drop  more  in  it  than  he  sees  will 
be  foe  qur  profit^  to  make  us  partakers  of  bis  holiness.  The 
afflictions  which  those  in  middle  life  meet  with^  are  often 
blessed  tor  checking  their  immoderate  anxiety  about  the  worId> 
'  and  leading  them  to  seek ,  first  4be  kitigdom  of  God>  and  the 
ti^teousness  of  it.  Let  not  the  aged  ^uestioft  the  advantaged 
that  arise  to  them  from  the  infirpiities  of  advanced  life*  Let 
them  noc  say^  The  yoke  of  afiliction  may  be  necessary  for  the 
Btubborn  neck  of  youth>  but  how  can  it  be  so  for  me  !'^  Let  the 
itonn  blow  on  the  green  bay-trees  of  yooth,  let  it  shape  their 
branches,  let  it  strip  them  ot  tlieir  leaves ;  but  let  it  not  Wow^ 
9n  the  feeble  almond-tree  of  age  t  it  will  quickly  shatter  it  in 
pieces.  By  the  infirmities  of  old  age,  God  intends  to  awticen 
you  to  serious  reflection,  to  detach  your  heart*  from  the  worlds 
to  lead  you  to  consider  your  latter  end,  and'  to  make  death 
welcome.  .Tlie  day  will  come  when  God  shall  wipe  away  all 
tears  from  the  eyes"  pf  his  saints,  when  he  shall  take  the  yoke 
feom  theit  necks,  and  place  the  crowil  of  glory  on  their  heads. 
Eigin.  B. 


LETTER  FROM  A  GENTLEMAN  tO  A  LADY, 
ON  'fHE  DEATH  OP  HER  CHILD. 

To  tlu  Editor. 
Sir, 

Ttie  following  letter  .was  written  many  years  a^o,  by  a  piou$rgenl1eauifip 
to  a  lady  his  friend,  on  occasion  of  the  death  of  ho;  first4x»m  ciuld* 
Similar  events  are  daily  recurring  in  the  course  of  Providence,  As  the 
hints  suggested  iu  this  letter  seem  well  adapted  to  adminifttci'  conyo. 
lation  to  christian  parents,  whilst  experiencing  such  bereaveuients, 
yonr  inserting  it  in  ywir  valuable  Miscellany,  may  perhaps  be  gratify 
log  to  other  readers^  as  well  a&  to,  Sir, 

Your  inost  obedient  Servant^     C.  K«  ^ 

UX  BEAR  MADAM^ 

When  I  saiv^  this  day^  by  « letter  from  your  father,  thot  yom 
9xe  now  ID  sackcloth.,  uiournins  the  death  of  your  iirst-iKirD^ 
mj  heart  felt  paiii  for  you ;  and  I  was  ready  to  say>  Lord,  yrfay  m 
kthus?  M'hat  the  provocation  ?  Why  thus  deal  in^vemy  wkh 
^rdous  whom  tjiou  so  dearjy  loveat  f— ^verity,  did  I  say?  Let 
me  recall. the  imputation!  ^Tis  doubtless  kindness;  distioi^ 
guishing  love*    Iidiuitc  Wisdom  behold^  and  judges  of  tilings 
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K  quite  a.  (lifiecent  view  from  what  .ditx]-$igbu?d  mortals  da« 
Uepce  the  foilowipg  reflections  quitted  tne  while  musing  upoai 
tfai^  moornful  event  with  respect  to  you.  This  life  was^'nevot 
designed  for  a  happiness  or  home  to  the  pilgrim  of  hope:  V» 
only  desieoed  for  a  state  of  probation  for  etemity.  So  soon  09 
the  dm^ftxed  by  the  eternal  decreje  is  endqd,  and  the  purposea 
of  this  probation^  with  respect  to  the  divine  glory  aiid  grac^ 
.  are  accomplished^  a  release  i»  signed,  admission  to  rest  com- 
sunded,  and  a  happy  translation  to  the  heavenly  home  eject- 
ed* To  HiJn,  my  dear  JMadan;k>  who  *^out  of  the  mouths  of 
babes  and  suckliags  perfei^th  ipratse/'  and  who  hath  also  said^ 
that  the  child  shaU  die>Mi  huncfred  ^ears  old^ — to  lliin^  t  ^ay^  it 
does  not  matter  at  what  period  of  hfe  he  transphinis  liis  flowers 
to  kis parterre  abovel  with  Llm  Uiere  is  no  need  of  manhood 
0^  old  age  to  complete  his  workmanship^  and  to  finish  out  the 
vessel  01  mercv  for  the  employ  of  the  comts  above.  He  iias 
already  eSected  all  he  intended^  •— all  that  was  necessary  for 
£tting  yomr  dear  little  b^ibe  for  the  station  and  honourable  ser- 
vice to  which  he  has  now  appointed  him  in  his  })alnce  yonder. 
To  none,  methin.ks>  can  tlie  description  given  of  the  followers 
of  the  Lfvmb^  in  Rev«  xiv.  4,  5.  but  to  hun^  and  such  as  him, 
with  equal  propriety  be  applied.  A  pure,  a  virgin  heart,  a 
guileless,  faultless  tongue,  to  be  sure,  he  now  possesses  :  and^ 
Hear  Madam,  does  he  ride  in  such  triumphant  state  i  Is  he 
decked  with  *uch  robes  of  glory  r  Has  he  so  amazingly  soon 
attained  to  such  a  perfection  of  stature  and  honour,  and  to  such 
inconceivable  endowments  of  spirit,  as  to  be  a  fit  attendant 
tipon  the  Lamb,—*  following  him  whithersotver  he  goeth  f  is 
his  speechless  tongue  so  «arly  loosed,  to  join  tlie  choir  of  his 
little  brethren  yonder,  in  their  enraptured  songs  of  praise  to 
God  and  the  Lamb  i  Sure  be  regrets  not  his  quick  translation  ! 
No.  He  found,  thongh  his  stay  was  trulv  short,  thjs  world  was 
indeed  mdra,  bitterness  to  him.  Think  then,  my  dear  Madam, 
how  coin fortabie  the  Beihesda,  the  House  of  Mercy,  where  he 
BOW  is,  must  be!  Tis  true,  he  knew,  while  here,  neither 
father  nor  mother ;-— but  where  he  is,  he  acknowledges  his 
Father  in  Heaven :  beholding  his  glory,  and  seeing  him  as  he 
is,  be  is  transformed  into  the  very  same  imager  One  day,  I 
doubt  not,  you  shall  see  him  agam,  and  know  him  too,^-as  he 
will  also  know  yoU  when  you  have  joiiaed  the  illustrious  assem* 
bly  of  the  first-born.  But  oh  I  wliftt  a  wonderful  change  will 
you  then  see  made  upon  your  engaging  little  babe !  Now, 
perhaps,  the  pangs  of  natural  affection  may,  at  times,  provoke 
a  quarrel  with  y oar  Lord,  who  hath  so  early  removed  from  you 
the  desire  of  your  eyes  ?  but,  in  that  happy  day,  you'll  thani; 
him  for  tbfe  caIl,««--you'li  praise  him  for  the  honour, — ^you'U  adr 
mirelura  icwr  tiiia  very  instance  of  love.     VVhatT  has  he  made 

Jon  themodier  of  a  child,  $0  soon  fixed  as  a  pearl  in  his  crown  ' 
%  H  apt  disti]iguishingt|r  kind  in  your  infinitely  gracious  Lordji 
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to  make  you  ppodtjetive  of  a  part  necessary  to  complete  the 
mystical  body  of  Jesiis  ?  And  let  me  add,  are  you  not  pleased 
that  he  is  so  soon  arrived  at  this  inexpressible  honour:  Yes, 
Madaqti  I  know  you  are.  Nature  sometimes  recoils,  — but 
grace  preponderates;  and  you'll  sing  and  say,  Itis  wdl !  —  Th6 
whole  of  the  above,  you  see,  proceeds 'fl^on  the  belief  of  the 
assured  happiness  of  your  Sear  little  infant ;  and,  indeed,  o£ 
this  I 'have  no  doubt,  nor  of  the'  happiness  of  any  dying  m  in- 
fency,  whose  parents  are  iiv  covenant  themselves ;  as,  I  trust, 
you  both  are.     I  mo^rn  not  then  for  your  son  ;  but  wdufd  con- 

frafuli^tc  you  both  upon  his  dignity  and  honour:  yet,  as  I 
now  the  bowels  of  a  parent  must  yfenrn  'over  such  a  child,  1 
kav^  dropped  the  above  hints,  as  the  best  cordial  in  sucli  dis- 
tress, and  the, most  solacing  support  in  such  a  trial.  Thanks 
be  to  God,  you  know  their  value  !  — you  relish  their  sweetness  j 
/ond,  I  trust,  will  be  enabled  to  act  such  a  fart,  as  to  evidence 
to  all  around,  that  yoii  sorrow  not  as  those  who  hav6f  rio  hope ! 
Yet  a  liitle  while,  you  and  1,  yours  aad  mine,  mu^t  ako  pass 
the  gulph  ;  and  oh  !  how  comfortable  would  the  prospect  be,, 
ftll  to  meet  in  yonder  happier  clime,  where  all  tears  are  for  ever 
viped  away !  Let  this  hope  be  our  cordial  while  we  travel  thro* 
the  wilderness ;  and  may  our  glorious  Joshua  at  last  divide  Jor- 
dan's streams,  that  we  may  piss  safely  over  !  —I  offer  my  mpst 
affectionate  and  respectful  compliments,  as  do  my  wife,  to  yoti 
Imd  youn  husband,  and  I  am^  ' 

yours,  &c. 


ANECDOTES. 


THE   PBAYING  SOLDIER. 

Dt7RiNG  tlie  late  unhappy  commotions  in  Ireland,  a  private 
toldier  in  the  army  of  Lord  CornwalUs,  was  daily  observed  to 
be  absent  from  his  quarters  and  from  the  compiiny  of  his  fel- 
low-soldiers. .  He  began  to  be  suspectsed  of  withdrawing  him^ 
self  for  the  purpose  ok  holding  intercourse  with  the  rebds ;  and 
on  this  suspicion,  probably  increased  by  the  malice  of  bis^ 
wicked  comrades,  he  was  tried  by  a  court-martial^  and  con- 
demned to  die.  The  Marquis  hearing  of  this,  wished  to  exa- 
mine the  minutes  of  the  trial ;  and,  not  being  satisfied,  sent  for 
the  man  to  converse  with  him.  Upon  being  interrogated,  the 
prisoner  solemnly  disavowed  every  treasonable  practice  or  in- 
tention, declared  his  sincere  attachment  Jo  bis  Sovereign,  and 
hb  readiness  to  live  and  die  in  his  service  :  — he  aifirmed, 
that  the  real  cause  of  bis  frequent  absence  was,  that  be  might 
obtain  a  place  of  retirement  for  the  purpoie  of  private  prayer ; 
for  which  his  Lordship  knew  he  had  no  opportunity  among 
his  profaue  06mra4^s^  who  had  become  bi$  tnmm  merely  6% 
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atcount  of  his  profeBsion  of  religiom  He  said,  he  l^ad  made 
this  defence  on  his  trial ;  but  the  officers  thouiilit  it  so  impro- 
bable,  that  they  paid  no  attention  to  it.  'I'lic  Alarqui.^,  in  order 
to  satisfy  himself  as  to  the  tri\jh  of  his  defejice,  observed,  that 
if  so,  he  mast  have  acquired  some  considerable  aptnoss  in 
this  exercise.  The  poor  man  replied,  that  as  to  ability,  he  had 
nothing  to  boast  of.  The  Marquis  tliea  insisted. on  iiis  kneel- 
ing down  and  .praying  aloud  l>crpre  him  ;  which  he  did,  —  and 
poured  forth  his  soul  t^efore  God  with  such  copiousness, 
fluency,  and  ardour,  that  the  Marquis  took  him.by  tlie  hand, 
and  said,  lie  was  satisfied  that  no  man  could  pray  in  that  man- 
ner who  did  not  live  in  the  habit  of  intercourse  with  bis  God. 
He  not  only  revoked  the  sentence,  but  reteived  him  into  his 
peculiar  favour,  placing  him  among  his  personal  attendants  ; 
where,  it  is  said,  he  still  continues  in  the  way  to  promotion. 

On  reading  the  above,  every  serious  mind  will  be  led  to  re- 
flecton  the  reuiarkable  intervention  of  Providence  in  behalf  of 
this  man  of  prayer;  for  this  is  the  most  prominent  feature  in 
tbe  Christian  character.  He  could  not  live  witliout  prayer, 
though  lie  thereby  exposed  himself  to  the  suspicion  and  hatred 
of  his  associates,  and  even  endangered  his  life;  bin  the  God 
whom,  like  Daniel,  he  served,  ktiew  how  to  deliver  hiih  in  the 
perilous  hour ;  and  not  only  lieard  his  prayers,  but  made  the 
exercise  of  this  duty  itself  the  mean  of  his  deliverance. —  O 
how  does  this  reproach  those  who  live  without  prayer,  though 
(hey  have  every  opportunity  for  jetirement,  uuseen  and  un- 
suspected ! 

This  anecdote  also  does  real  honour  to  the  character  of  the 
illustrious  Marquis  and  to  the  British  nation;  wlio  can  ])oast 
of  commanders  warmly  attached  to  that  religion  and  piety, 
which  so  many,  in  the  present  day,  tieat  with  contemntuous 
scoriu.  Bu. 

CONVERSION  OF  A  DUTCH  OFFICER. 

During  the  late  war,  the  Ambuscade  J)utch  frigate  lay 
for  a  very  considerable  time  in  the  port  of  Shcerne»s,  where 
Capt.  Mackay,  a  pious  and  well-informed  Christian,  and  six 
or  seven  other  officers  attended,  with  regularity  and  serious- 
ness, the  ministry  of  Mr.  P.  During  their  stay,  Lieut.  S.,  who 
was  a  professed  Infidel,  arid  a  great  admirer  of  V'oltaire  (haying 
all  his  works)  and  who  had  frequently  ridiculed  his  brother- 
officers  for  their  attactiment  to  religion,  was  prevailed  onto  ac- 
tompany  them  to  the  house  of  God;  and,  the  second  Sabbath 
that  he  attended,  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  n()ply  tlie  word  with 
power  to  his  heart.  On  his  return  to  the  ship,  he  got  rid  ot 
Voltaire,  purchased  a  Bible,  and  some  other  religious  books  ; 
'and,  w4ien  he  left  the  port,  was  an  humble  enquirer  after  the 
truth  as  it  U  in  JcfsUs !  T.  S.  1\ 
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ANg\VER  TO  QUERIPS  IN  OUR  LAST,  p.  72. 

The  force  of  the  First  Query,  seems  to  rest  on  the  sense  at- 
tached to  the  word  translated  borrow ;  which  appears  more 
properly  rendered,  in  the  old  translation,  ask*  i  for  al- 
tliough  it  be  a  part  of  the  character  of  the  wicked,  that  he  bor^ 
rozceth  and  payeth  not  again  \  yet  the  transaction  referred  to  in 
the  query,  wa^  of  a  quite  different  nature.  The  Egv'ptians  had 
for  a  long  time  oppressed  the  Israelites,  and  had  doubtless  been 
enriched  by  their  labours,  without  renderirtg  them  an  adequate 
jrecompense:  and  now,  attlie  critical  juncture  of  their  departure, 
the  fear  ofthcm,nv\A  of  that  Being  who  had  so  wonderfully 
interposed  for  them,  had  so  fallen  on  the  Egyptians,  that  they 
were  ready  to  give  them  whatever  they  required ;  to  which, 
they  were  certainly  influenced  by  that  God  who  has  imhiediate 
access  to  our  spirits,  and  can  dispose  of  them  as  he  pleases,— «• 
iTheir  justification  consisted  in  its  being  the  command  of  God, 
who  has  an  undoubted  right  to  the  persons  and  possessions  of  all 
his  creatures  : — and  we  are  not  warranted,  from  the  Scrfpture  ac- 
count of  tlie  matter,  to  suppose  that  any  criminal  view  dis- 
posed, the  Israeli  tcs  to  require  t>  or  keep  what  was  given  them. 

The  meaning  of  the  passage  referred  to  in  the  Second  Query, 
must  be  obvious  to  every  person  accustomed  either  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Bible,  or  tne  course  of  the  world.— Wicked  men, 
through  the  criminal  indulgence  of  their  passions,  and  their 
excess  and  abuse  of  God's  good  gifts,  evidently  shorten  (in  many 
instances)  the  already  contracted  span  of  human  life !  Either 
anxiety  and  over- solicitude  about  those  things  which  perish  in 
the  using,  corrodes  their  mind,  and  drinks  up  their  spirits  ;  or 
sensuality  invites  the  approach  of  disease,  which  undermines 
their  mortal  tabernacle,  and  thus  many  die  in  the  meridian  of 
life ;  and  their  death,  though  certainly  foreknown  in  the  ap- 
pointments of  God,  yet  is  as  certainly  accelerated  by  their 
own  wickedness  :  and  they  do  not  live  out  half  the  days  they 
might,  had  they  lived  soberly,  as  well  as  righteously  and  godly. 

Another  sense  may  be  given  to  the  words*— To  live,  often 
signifies  to  enjoy  life  \  —  to  live  to  good  purpose. -^TUm,  the 
Wicked  and  ungodly,  ho\vever  long-  their  Uvea  may  be,  do  not 
truly  enjoy  half  their  days  !--They  live  under  the  frown  of  God  ! 
—  a  dreadful  sound  is  in  the  sinners  ears !  — terrors  are  upoa 
him  !  and  tbciugh   he  hue  sumptuously  every  day,  and  be  an 

♦  The  original  verbCWtt*)  signifies  in  general  to  ask,  begt  request ;  and  in 
some  few  inftances  only,  to  borr&w.  Ste  Dent.  x.  la.  Josh.  xv.  i«. 
Judg.  v.,z5.  1  Sam.  i.  20,  &c.  where,  the  same  word  is  used.  AJuswonA 
renders  the  passage  before  us  exactly  literal.  They  **  asked  of  the  Egyp- 
tians jewels  of  silver,  and  jewels  of  gold,  and  garments.  And  Jehovah 
gave  the  people  grace  in  the  eyes  of  the  Egyptians,  and  they  gi  vc  them 
t&eir  askincj    and  they  spoiled  the  Egyptians/*  Editor. 

f  See  ola  translation,  Exud.  iz.  2. 
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object  of  envy  to  all  around  him,  yet  is  lie  a  perfect  stranger  to 
that  tranquillity,  —  that  peace  of  mind,  —  that  hope  in  God,— 
and  that  bright  prpspect  as  to  the  future,  which  God's  people 
are  favouied  with  the  possession  of,  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  who  came  into  our  world,  that  we  might  live  through 
him,  as  to  the  proper  enjoyment  of  things  present,  as  well  as 
through  him,  obtain  Eternal  Life  ! 
WtstmmUer,  S-^— . 

STRIKING  INTERFERENCES  OF  PROVIDENCE. 


BBv.  SIR,  To  the  Hditor. 

In  tlie  month  of  October  last,  I  was  itinerating  in  different 
parts  of  the  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire,   where   Evangelical 
preaching  is  much  needed;  and  in  some  places  earnestly  de- 
sired.    In  my  way  home,  I  called  at  the  residence  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  M.  at  K— ,  a  pious  and  zealous  curate  in  the  establishment, 
who  has  laboured  for  many  years  in  this  neighbourhood  with 
success.  My  disappointment  was  not  little,  upon  being  informed 
that  the  good  old  man  was  not  at  home.    This,  however,  was 
compensated  by  the  pleasing  convei*sation  1  enjoyed  with  his 
amiable  partner.    After  entertaining  me  with  the  outlines  of 
her  husband's  life,  including  his  conversion,  persecutions,  suc- 
cess in  the  ministry,  8ic.  she  particularly  informed  *me  how 
Sood  the  Lord  had  been  to  tliem  in  circumstances  oT  pecuniary 
istress.     "  Once,''  she  said,  *^  when  in  great  want  of  the  ne- 
cessaries of  hfe,  a  five-guinea  note  was  sent  ns  by  the  carrier ; 
but  from  whence,  or  who/n/  we  never  could  learn."    On  ano- 
ther occasion,  their  stock,  both  of  coals  and  mone^,  Was  ex- 
liaasted.     Having  no  prospect  of  a  supply,  they  retired  to  rest 
that  evening,  *'  Cast  down,  though  not  in  despair."     In  the 
morning,  this  afflicted  pair  cried  more  earnestly  to  their  Hea- 
venly Father,  and  ''  were  heard,  in  that  they  feared."     Mr.  M. 
ID  order  to  pray  and  m^itate  with  more  composure,  took  a  walk 
out  upon  the  highway  which  leads  to  S.  where  he  was  met  by 
the  post.    He  could  assign  no  reason  why  he  felt  an  impression 
which  led  him  to  ask,  ''  Have  you  a  letter  for  me  V*  to  which 
the  person  replied  in  the  affirmative.    U{)on  receiving  the  letter, 
he  immediately  broke  open  the  seal ;  au^,  lo !  an  anonymoug 
epistle,  enclosing  a  note  (I  think)  of  five^ounds  value!     But 
this  was  not  all ;  for  soon  after,  a  friend  ImJfufijht  a  cow  for  tlieir 
service;  and  toward  evening,  another  sent* Wcm  a  cart-load  ol 
coals.    Thus,^without  making  known  their  cii^e  to  any  one,  ex 
cept  the  Lord  God  of  Elijah,  they  received  in  one  day  a  sear 
•onable  supply  of  money,  milk,  and  coals.  * 

Should  you  deem  this  account  worthy  of  a  place  in  your  va- 
luable Miscellany,.the  insertion  of  it  may  strengthen  the  faith 
and  excite  the  gr^itude  of  many.  . .  Yv«r:^  alfecuonately, 
Crtm  Hantmirton^  J-  J* 
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MRS.  SUSANNAH  WITHEY, 

The  subject  of    tlws   Memoir, 
was    well   known    as  a    conitaiic 
liearer,  for  nuTiy  years,   at  Totten. 
ham-conrt  CIki|v:1  ;   where  she  had 
attended  with  h^r  husband,  Mr.  J. 
Withey^  an  intiiiutc  friend  of  the 
Jatc'Rev.  Mr.  George  Whitefield. 
During   a  widowhood  of   twenty- 
eight  years,    Mrs.   Withey  main- 
tained a  conM>Tcntly  religious  ch;u 
racter  ;  and  tauy;ht  her  children  to 
remember  their  Creator  in  the  days 
•f  their  youtii.     At  the  comn\ence- 
iiicnt  of  her  last  illness,  she  greatly 
lamented  she  had  not  guarded  more 
against    tiiat    overchargedness    of 
heart,  which  ii  but  too  incident  to 
the  providhig  f«r  a  numerous  ,and 
young  family.      The  retrospect  of 
this  (as  every  heart  be^t  knows  its 
own  sina  and  tnfirmitie.s)  caused  her 
to  entertain  some  suspicions  as  to 
the  sincerity  of  her  Clwristian  pro. 
fcsbion ;    but  it  pleased  the  Lord> 
aiter  he  hadjiuml)led  her  soul  be- 
fore tiim,  to  aJtbrd  her  strong  con- 
flation, and  a  blessed  assurance, 
tliat  <*  in  tin*  Lord  she  had  righte- 
ousness and  strength."     When  her 
children  were  around  her,  she  said, 
**  I  ha^e  no  dependence  for  eternal 
happiness    on    any  thing     I    have 
done;"  and  added',  **  Whatever   I 
have   been  to   you,  my  dear  chil- 
dren, as  a  moih<:r,  it  was  because 
God  no  inclined  my  heart  :  —  Give 
God  tlie  glory!'*     Then  earnestly 
repressing    her    desire  tliat    God 
Mould  reveal    his    mercy  to    her 
inindj  she  appeared  to  give  up  all 
her  worldly  concerns,  and  possess- 
ed a  most  cheerful   resignation  to 
the  divine  will,   after  saying,  **  I 
am  not  afraid  to  die^"*— I  long  to 
depart  and  to    be  ^h  Christ  I" 
She  requested  her  children  to  pray' 
for  her ;  and  the  Lord  indeed  heard 
their  prayers,   which  redounded  to 
their  own  consolation,  in  the  joyful 
faith  and  humble  confidence  which 
she  manifested  in  God's  abounding 
n\tTCY,     When  asked  how  she  did, 
she  wottid  an^wtri  «*  Whtn  this 


mortal   tabernacle   is  dissolved,  T 
have  a  building  of  Gotl  i  an  hou^c 
not  made  with  hands,  —  eternal  in 
the  Heavens  !*'     Aslier  debility  in- 
creased,  she  would  say,  *♦  My  heart 
and  my  flesh  fail ;  but  God  is  the 
strength  of  my  heart,  and  will  be 
my  portion  for  ever  T'    Her  rdif;i- 
ous  views  were  truly  evangelical. 
A  person  saying  to  her,  *  It  was  well 
for  her  she  had  made  her  peace  with 
&od,' — she  instantly  replied,  with 
great  fervour.  "No,  1  liave  not  j 
but  my  Jesus  has  made  it  for  me  \'^ 
Two  days  before  her  death,    she 
desired  that  the  Hymn,   entitled, 
*«  The  Dying  Christian,**  miglu  be 
sung  by  those  about  her ;  in  which 
she  joined  in  holy  cxtacy.      When 
the  words,  *<  O  death,  where  is  thy 
sting  V*  were  repeated,  she  exalted 
.  her  voice,   and  said,   "  My   Lord* 
has  taken  it  away.'*     Each  of  her 
grand-children  she  separately  and 
appropriately  conversed  with    re- 
speciinjj   eternal   thihgi ;    shewing 
them,  that  none  were  too  young  to 
die,   or  to  stand  before  the  judg- 
ment.seat  of  Christ.     Being  inforau- 
ed  of  the  news  relative  to  the  Preli- 
minaries of  peace  being  signed,  slie 
said,  "  I  have  a  better  peace,  —  a 
peace  v>  hich  passeth  all  understand- 
ing l"      Often  repeating,  **  Come 
ye  that  love  the  Lord,   aiid  let  your 
joys    be    known,*'  6:c.  —  On    the 
juoiiiing  of  her  decease,  being  told 
it  wasihc   Sabbath  Day,    she  ex- 
pressed her  hope  that  she  was  ^oing 
to  begin  an  eternal   one  with   her 
Lord.      On^  the  near  approach   of 
death,  she  said,  *'  Come,  come,  my 
Heavenly  Father,   comet  —come 
Lord  Jesus,  come  quickly  !•»  TheiX 
thricu  added,  '*  Come  Holy  Ghost  { 
thy  sacred  witness  bear  in  |his  glad 
hour.**     Being  asked,  if  she   then 
experienced  that  Christ  was  preci- 
ous'to  her  as  a  Saviour?     She  rc< 
plied,  **  Very  precious  indeed  !     I 
long  to  be  gont  i  '*      Her  daughter 
observing  that  the  Lord  wi»uld  re- 
lease her  in  his  own  good  time,  — 
she  said,  **  I  know  he  will ;  but  he 
is  k>ti£^  a  coming.^'     A  little  nm^ 
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afterwards,  the  smile  on  her  coun- 
vnance,  ia  the  agonies  of  death, 
spake  the  sensation  of  her  miiid.  — 
When  she  could  scarcely  articulate, 
she  was  heard  to  say,  **  Happy  ! 
happy !  happy  mc  I^'  And  they 
were  the  last  words  that  were  un- 
derstood by  her  sorrowing  children. 
In  a  short  space  afterwards,  she 
breathed  out  her  spirit  ;  and  de- 
parted, to  be  ever  happy  with  the 
Lord,  Oct.  ii,  rioi,  in. the  sixty, 
third  year  of  her  age.       A.  M. 

RHYMING"  DICK, 
On  the  ist  of  August,  1S02,  died 
Jlichard  NancoUas,  of  St.  Austell, 
in  Cornwall,   cominohly  known  by 
tbe  same  q£ Rhyming  Dick^  wheb  out 
on  his  rambles;  which   were   fre- 
quently repeated,    during  a  long 
course  oi  years,  thro'  the   western 
counties  of  England.     His  most  se- 
veral pcactice  was  to  excite  sinhil 
merriment  among    the  drunkards, 
&c.  by  ^-jrtnw/or^ versification.     In 
this  wretched  employment  he  pos. 
scsscd  a  marvellously  fruitful  ge- 
nius; and,  if  disabilities  had  been 
properly  employed,  he  would  have 
made  a   considerable  iigure  as    a 
poetical  character.     He  was,  how. 
ever,  frequently  brought  home,  to 
the  pari^  of  St.  Austell,  in   rags, 
'infected  with  disease,  and  covered 
with  vennin.     But,  concerning  this 
man,  wc  have  an  opportuAity  ofex- 
toHing  the  marveUous  efficacy  of 
sovereign  grace  in  his  conversion. 
For  the  space  of  three  or  four  years 
previous  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
he  became  ah  example  Of  virtuous 
conversation  and   self-denial.     His 
whole  delight  was  to  hear  gospeU 
sermons,  and  join  with  the  religious 
in  prayer,  &c.  ;   and  he  was  never 
bejter  pleased  than  when  any  of 
God's  .people  would  converse  with 
him  about  the  unsearchable  riches 
of  Christ,  and, the  perpetuity  of  his 
It)vc.     His  faith  was  strong  in  the 
\.  Redeemer ;  and,  by  diviue  grace,  he 
''^ived  to  the  praise  and  glory   of 
God.  He  manifested  a  bitter  hatred 
against    all    sin ;    and     especially 
gainst  those    sin.<  wbich   did*  so 
easily  beset  him  before  his  conver- 
sion.   In  his  departing  momeats  he 
WAS  exercised    ju    breathing   out 


RT.  in 

pr9.ytr  to  God  ;  but  It  is  no*  to  be 
understood,  or  indeed  expected* 
that  he  was  without  impertections 
in  his  natural  temper.  Upon  the 
whole,  from  this  man's  example* 
who  Ls  now  gone  into  the  joy  of  his 
Lord,  we  have  an  evidence  of  these 
glorious  truths,  menti<med  in  tlsc 
siicrcd  oracles,  namely,  "  That  the 
blood  ot  J esus  Christ  cleanseth  troo^ 
ail  sin  'y  and  that  whosoever  wilt* 
may  come  and  take  ^ii  the  waters  nf 
life  treely."     It  is  only   final  iuw 

Senitency  and  unbelief  that  will 
amn  any  of  the  human  race.  Bat 
it  must  always  be  remembered,  to 
prevent  mistakes  in  religion,— that 
where  there  is  true  repenunce  and 
faith,  it  will  be  accompanied  witii 
the  fruits  of  righteousness,  which 
are  by  Jesus  Christ,  to  the  praise 
and  glory  of  God.  W.  P. 

St,  Austell. 


HENRY    HITCHCOCK, 

(a  strolling  player) 

The  subject  of  this  obituary,  was 
a  native  of  Lisbon.      His  pareuth 
gave  him  a  Liberal  education  ;  but^ 
through  giving  his  mind  up  to  the 
pomps   and  vanities  qi'  this  traosi^ 
tory    life,  the   same,  until  a   icw 
months  before  his  death,  appeared 
to  profit  him  but  little.     Early  tm 
life    he  commenced    a    strolling- 
player  ;  and  continued  in  that  dan*, 
gerousaad  contemptible  prolcssioa, 
until  God,   who  is  ricli   ia  mercy, 
visited  him  with    the  fatal   conv 
plaint-  which    terminated    in     his 
death.     This  was  a  cancer  in  his 
right  side  v  witb  which   he  wai.  £•!:- 
dieted  for  upwards  of  two  years ; 
and  which  bati^ed  tlve  skill  of  the 
medical  gentlemen  who,  with  un- 
remitting diligence,    attended  hi« 
in  the  various  itagesof  his  disorder. 
About    four    months    before    hi<» 
death  the  compiler  of  fhi^  account 
'  was,  by   a    neighbour  ot    the  cie- 
ccased,  requested  to  visit  him  when 
a  patient  uithe   London  llo^pitj^, 
where  he  was  found  very  dangej- 
ously  ill,  and   a  total    srr,»ngrr  i(> 
ihose  things  that  make  for*  a  pooir 
sinner's  eternal  welfare  j,  but  b.fing 
'of  a   teachable  disposition,    the..? 
friends,,  by  his  eanest  df »irc,  cof.- 
tinued  to  Niiit^him,  ui^d  hnd    th? 
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wtTSjjttikaLle  pleasure  of  seeing  him 
atbirst  fyr  the  knowledge  of  God 
«ntil  a  few  hours  before  hia  death. 
After  he  came  out  of  the  hospital 
%o  his  ov/n  house,  he  was  rccom- 
■lendcd  to  the  Willow  Walk  So-; 
ciety,  Shoreditch,  in^itiited  for 
▼tsiting  the  sick  at  their  own  ha- 
bitations f  andy  during  the  same 
time,  was  also  visited  by  the  Laza- 
ms  Society.  Their  joint  labours 
«f  love  concutted,  under  the  divine 
Messing,  to  prove  ta  him  his  state, 
and  caused  him  to  cry  mightily  to 
God  to  have  mercy  upon  him  a 
Biiserahle  sinner !  His  ideas,  as  to 
|he  spiritual  meaning  of  God*s 
fcoly  word,  were,  at  this  period, 
▼cry  dark ;  but  he  was  very  im- 
fortunatc  in  his  enquiries,  and 
earnestly  desired  an  interest  in  the 
petitions  of  (tod's  people.  He  re- 
peatedly desired  to  know  how  God 
^ould  b(f  just,  and  yet  thejustifier 
of  those  who  were  born  in  sin  apd 
shapen  in  iniquity.  Upon  being 
ink>rmcd  fioui  the  Scriptures,  lie 
wai  enabled  to  ask  of  God  to  im- 
part that  measure  of  faith  that 
should  enable  him  to  behold  his 
Interest  in  the  blood  of  Christ ;  and 
would  frequently  request  Tiis  wife 
to  read  those  pans  of  Scripture,  e>- 
peciallyjthe  N^w  Testamem,  v/ftcrt 
the  promi^s  virere  recorded.  He 
fi:e(|uently  expressed  a  fear  of  being 
delivered  from  his  affliction,  lest 
li«  should  be  permitted  to  resume, 
his  former  evil  practljces.  In  the 
la&t  stages  of  his  disorder,  he  would 


frequently  observe.  That  il  wo«l^ 
n6t  profit  him  to  hear  of  Christ 
Juving  made  a  satisfaction  for  sin^ 
unless  he  had  an  interest  in  his  love, 
and  was  enabled  to  bear  his  afflic- 
tion  with  much  patience  and  resigr 
nation  to  the  sovereign  will  of  God. 
—  On  the  Friday  evening  before 
his  death  (which  was  on  the  Lord** 
Day)  he  pftt  one  of  his  arms  out 
of  bed,  and  said  to  a  person  that 
stood  by,*'  See,  this  arm  is  moulder^ 
'  ing  away ;  but  dust  it  is,  and  unto 
dust  it  will  soon  nctum.*'  A  few 
hours  before  his  deaths  th/e  com* 
piler  of  thi^  obituary,  and  a  Chris- 
tian woman,  called  to  visit  him,  atkd 
found  him  with  longing  desires  to 
be  gone,  that  he  might  land  on  the 
shore  of  everlasting  bliss.  He  ex- 
pressed ft  fear,  however,  lest  when 
death  should  cut  the  slender  thread 
of  life,  his  bodily  pain  should  be  so 
great  as  to  deprive  him  of  those 
sweet  foretastes  of  God's  love  he' 
then  enjoyed.  About  nine  o'clock 
in  the  evening  he  breathed  his  last  f 
—sensibly  departing  without  a  sigh 
or  a  groan ;  and,  we  trust,  is  now 
among  the  redeemod.  This  was 
on  Nov.  14,  180a,  being  only  twcn* 
ty-fivc  years  old. 

It  is  hoped  this  Obituary  win  en- 
courage many  that  have  the  love 
of  God  in  their  hearts,  to  visit  sick 
and  dying  persons  ;  and  that  others, 
in  afRuent  circumstances,  may  be 
encouraged  to  assist  Societies  form- 
ed for  this  laudable  purpose. 

E.  H. 


REVIEW  OF  RELIGIOUS  PUBLICATIONS- 


Village  Dialogues,  bshveen  Farmer 
LittU^'OTthy  Rev.  Mr,  Lwucgood,  and 
others.  Bjr  Rowland  Hill,  A.  M. 
Fbl,  HI,  timo,  IS,  Cd,  stitched^  ^- , 
zs,  bound* 

Thb  two  former  volumes  of  this 
work  having  been  reviewed  by  us, 
with  very  ample  extracts,  it  will  be 
less  necessary  to  enlarge  on  this, 
which  continues  the  same  narrative, 
but  with  th^  iniToduction  of  such 
new  characters  and  incidents  as  d is- 
cover  a  wondcrfill  feruHty  of  in- 


vention J  while,  at  the  same  time, 
a  correct  taste  keeps  the  writer 
close  to  nature  and  real  life 
throughout. 

As  oftr  room  is  limited,  it  will 
perhaps  do  more  justice,  bot^  (o 
the  author  and  to  the  reader,  to 
give  an  outline  of  the  contents,  thaa 
partially  to  gratify  them  hy  a  bro- 
ken extract,  which  can  give  but 
a  very  defective  idea  of  the  variety 
bjefore  us  ;  and /Zttc;  of  our  readers, 
we  presume,  will  be  satisfted  with- 
out jurrutring.the  Whole 
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The  Ust  volume,  some  of  our 
readers  may   recollect,    left  good 
Henry   Littl^worth   on  a  visit  of 
mercy  to  the  unhappy  Mr.  Chip- 
man.    In  the  interval  of  his  ab- 
sence, the  present  voiuine  begins, 
lyith  relating  the  character  and  his* 
tory  of  Mr.  Merryman,  who  is  now 
supposed  on  a  visit  at   Mr.  Wor- 
thy's house  ;  and  this  naturally  in- 
troduces the   conversion    aqd   ex- 
perience of  Ms.  Lovegood.    This 
Dialogue  (which  is  numbered  the 
i8th)  is   properly  entitled,  "  The , 
Character  and   Experience  of  the 
Christian  Minister  exemplified.*'  — 
The  next  Dialogue  continues  th,e 
subject^  ami  gives  the  character  of 
three  sorts  of  ministers,  under  the 
names  of  Mr.  Slapdash,  Mr.  Slop- 
dash,  and  Mr. Taplash.     Thi.*con. 
eludes  with  a  farther  account  of  Mr. 
tovegood  and  Mr.  Merryman.  — 
Dialogue  XX.  is  entitled,  «*  The 
Contrast"   (being  a  contrast  to  the 
unfortunate  History  of  Mr.  Chip- 
nan)     or    Coi\ju^al      Happiness, 
foimided  on  Chastity,  Fidelity,  and 
Aflfection,  in  the  History  of  Mr. 
Lovely,    and    his  Marriage  with 
Miss  Commerce,  now  Mrs.  Lovely, 
whose  conversion  forms  the  subject 
of  the  following   Dialogue.       In 
Dialogue  XXII,   Mr.  Lovely  de- 
fends, vith  great  zeal,  the  doctrine 
of  justification  by.  works,  at  least  in 
part ;  but  is  at  length  constrained  to 
give  it  up.     Dialogue  XXI II,  re- 
sumes the  Story  of  Mrs.  Chipman, 
with  an  Account  of  the  Retuni  of 
Henry  Uttleworth,  and  the  Con- 
version and  Death  of  Mr.  Chip- 
man  ;  on  hearing  of  which,  poor 
Mrs.  Chipman    goes -out  of   hgr 
inind,  and  remains  so  to  the  end  of 
this  volume.      Dialogue  XXIV  is 
between   the    Lovelys,    the  Wor- 
thys,  and  Mr.  Considerate,  on  the 
Doctrine  of  Justification,  with  Dr. 
Orderly's    Sentiments    upon    that 
point.     Dialogue  XXV,   between 
Mr.  Wonhy  and  Mr.  Free,  gives 
the  miserable  Character  of  old  AU 
derman  Greedy,    of    Grediton.  — 
The  last  Dialogue  relates  the  De- 
parture of  the  Lovelys  for  Brook- 
Seld  Hall;    which    concludes  the 
volume,  and  leads  us  to  expect  that 
another  will  complete  the  whole-. 

.  UpoQ  a  careful  perusal  of  this 
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volume,    we  hesitate   not  to  say, 
the  spirit  of  the  Dialoguesistveli 
supported,— the  new  characters  itv-. 
troduced    are    hketclied   with    tlie    . 
hand  of  a  master,-— and  the  reader's, 
attention  is  kept  alive  throughout, 
by   th»  judicious    intrudacti«n  of 
new  and  itfecting  incidents.     Oa  | 
the  subject  of  justification,  weiia^'c 
a  good  deal  of  sound  divinity,  well, 
supported  by  arguments,— and  sea-  . 
spnabty  relieved  by  touches  of  hu- 
mour or  of  pathss  peculiar  ko  Mr. 
Hill's  writings. 

Apples  of  Gold  for  Young  Men 
and  Younfi:  Women,  and  a  Crowa 
of  Glory  for  Old  Men  and  Old 
\yomen,  cr  lAf  Hapfmcss  of  brin^ 
^ooJBeltmes^  (tnd  ihe  Hommr  of  be- 
ins  an  Old  Disciple^  clear Iv  andfttUf 
disarueredi  and  cJdsely  andfaiti^uik 
applied.  By  ihe  Rev.  T.  Brooks, 
Author  of  the  Mute  Christian. 
&c.     Ane^  Edition f  iZnio,    as. 

This  little  volume  conuins  jiine  . 
chapters;   the  contents  of  whicli 
are  as  follow  :  —  Chap.  I.  That  it    , 
ia  a  very  desirable  and  commend- 
able thing,  fo^;*  Voung  Men  to  be  . 
good  Betimes;  —  II.  The  Honour 
of  an  Old  Dibciple ;  —  III.  Tl>e  se- 
veral Evils  that  most  properly  at-. 
teM  Youth  ;  —  IV.  Exhortation  to 
Young  Persons,   with  Motives  to 
excite   them    to    Early  Piety  ;  — 
V.  Whether,  ia  the  great  Day  Of 
Account,  the  Sins  ot  Saints  shall : 
be   brought  into  the  Judgment  oi 
Discussion  and  Discovery,  or  no  f 
The   Negative   proved  by  divers 
Arguments  {  —  VI  and  VII.    Di- 
rections to  such  as  would  be  go^d 
Betimes  ;  —  VIII.  Objections  ans- 
wered;  —  IX.  The    Old    Man's 
Doubts  resolved. 

This  is  an  instructive  and  enter- 
taining volume,  abounding  with 
many  just  and  striking  remarks, 
calculated  to  impress  the  heart  and 
lead  the  mind  to  the  contemplation 
of  divine  things.  The  author,  in 
his  usual  style,  quotes  much  fix>in 
history,  and  intersperses  Uirough 
the  whole  a  variety  of  pleasing  and 
appropriate  anecdotes.  This  ren- 
ders it  a  suitable  work  to  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  young  persons, 
who  generaHy*k>ve  entertaimneu^ 
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ing  him  his  stately  house  and  plea- 
sant gardens,  *•  Sir,  yoa  had  need 
make  sure  of  Heayen,  or  else,  when- 
you  die  J  you  will  be  x  very  great 
bser.**' 


brtndedwith  instniction., '  We  give 
the  following  as  a  specimen :  — 
.  •*  Beza,  in  his  last  will  and  testa. 
Atenf,  gave  God  thanks  for  this ; 
tlittt,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 
Ike  was  called  to  the  krtowlcge  of 
the  truth,-  and  ^  so  many  sins  and 
•orrows  were  prevented,  that  other* 
wise  would  have  overtaken  him^ 
afid  have  made  his  Kfe  less  happy 
afsd*  more  miserable.  Young  samts 
cftcn  prove  old  angels  5  but  old  siiw 
Bcrs  »ddom  proref  good  saims. 
The  ancients  pictured  Youth  like  a 
young  man  naked,  with  a  veil  over 
kisface,.  hi^  right  hand  bound  be* 
Kind  him,  hiK  left  hand  loose  ^  and 
Time  beliind  hiin^  pulling  one 
thread'  out  of  K^s  veil  every  day ; 
intiniatingf  that  young .tneii  are  vcxid 
Ckf  knowledge  and  blind,  unlit  to 
dSft  gpod,  ready  to  do  evil,  -—  till 
Time,  by  little  and  little,  makes 
tkem  wiser.  It  was  a  wise  and 
christian  speech  of  Charles  V.  to 
•he  Duke  of  Vtnicej  who,  when  he 
lad  shewn  him  the  glory  of  his 
yciacety  palace  and  eartJdy  para, 
disc,  instead  of  admiring  it,  or  him 
Ibr  it,,  only  ffetwncd  hira  this  grave 
9n^  serioi*s  memento,  **  Thes«  are 
tbe  things  which  make  us  unwilling 
to»  die  f "  It  was  a  good  saying  of 
one  to  a  gceat  Lord,  upon  his  shew- 


Milk  for  Babes,  or  a  Catechiim  in 
Vcrie\  principally  dei't^ned  for  the 
Vie  of  Softools^  and  intended  as  an 

\  Introduction  to  the  Assembly i  Cai^ 
ehism,  1  into,  %d^  each. 

The  4sscBibly*8  Catechism  panK 
phrased.  J?f  Joseph  Whitchousc, 
Minister  of  the  Gos^L  Second  EdtU 
with  Additions^ 

The  Author  fsT  the  first  Cate- 
chism, takes  the  most  stmpie  anJ 
important  questions  in  religion,  and 
gives  the  answers  in  verse;  many 
of.  which  arc  avowedly  borrowed 
from  Doddridge's  Prihciples^of  Re- 
lig;ion,  and  some  from  Dr.  Watts-, 
Ot  the  original  lines  it  is  but  jus-; 
tice  to"  say,  they  hanaonire  welt 
with  the  selections^ 

The  answers  given  by  Mr.White- 
house,  are  a  paraphrase  of  some  of 
the  most  important  pints  of  the 
Formulary  composed  by  the  As- 
sembly of  Divines.  Both  these 
authors  claim  the  merit  of  smooth- 
ing, and  so  shortening  the  road  ta 
religious  knowledge. 
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Kew  PudlicatioftSf  cdntinued. 

First   Ripe    Fruits ;    inclading  The  Works  of  Dr.  DodJrldgc* 

Two  Sermons,  with  Essays,  Mc-  Vol.  II.    Demy  8vo,  7s.  —  Royal,                        \ 

noir,  and  Portrait. .     By  J.  M.  is.  64. 

MasMyOf  New  York.  4s.  6d.  bds.  t 

LITERARY  NOTICES^                                                             • 

yft  aiit  concerned  td  hear,  that  the  press  tt  Fifth  Volume  of  thskX 

A*  Gtnefal  FBstciy  of  Mis  stmts  ^  by  useful  work,  the  f^ina^e  Serinons. 

Mr.  Ottatlieed  attd  Mr.  Burder^  is  Two  hiMdsome  editions,  8vo  and 

cttigcd  to  be  posUioned ,  if  not  riveh  1  amo,  of  Bunytuk's  Bol^  /Tar,  di  v  Ided 

up.  ottaccmiitt  of  thenames  of  sub.  into  ch*j>ter5,  with  notes,  explantf- 

scnbcrsjcomiiig  irt  so  «!i#ly.  iotf  aftd  (ifactica),  by  Mr.  purdef,            ^             ! 

B<^t  m  MisstOHJtry  Society  hkit  «re  wptf  printin£^,  aiid  may  be  ej^. 

d^tcrmiricd  on  immediately   pub-  ^^cttd  ifi  Ma^ifext. 

Miii|[the  Joufnabof  the  Missio'iu  But  we  understand,  Mr.  Burd^ 

in«  It  Otaheite,  Tongataboo,  and  has  resigfied  to  Dr.  WilliaritS  and 

Sottfh  Africa;    which  , will    inak€  Mr.  Parsons,  the  publication  of  a 

IN  vols,  ift  SVd,  and  form  an  ift^  new  ahd  complete  editioh  of  all  th^ 

trodnction    to    tnc'ir   future    Ac-  Worksof  Dit.  Owen  ;  as  he^fofund 

counts,  which  are  intended  to  be  it  formed  a  part  of  their  extensive 

pttWished  periodically,  beside  the  plam,  prtviously  concerted,  of  y/iihf- 

OQtlm6.of  theif  procc^ngs  ift  ouf  in^  aft  uWifonn   standard  edition  of 

Magazine. — See  the  Wssionaty  In'  our  best  British  Divines^    in  coh- 

tfifyact,  Ottd  Ahj&rtisc/fients  dk  oUt  sedu<fflce  of  which.   Dr.   Watts'a 

Cm,  Works,  and  the  first  volume  of  W. 

WEafe  gtad  to  hear  that  Mr.  Doddridge^shave  already  appeared, 

Bunter  is  enga-ged  in  preparing  for  //.  JSr.  Two  Firsft  Volumes. 


'{ f  I 


(iUERfES. 


I.^fi.  £.  professes  himself  much  puxzled  with  thai  article  in  the 
Apostle's  Creed,  tbat  Christ  "  descended  into  Hell  ;•'  and[fs  to  the  true 
meamag  •f  the^  Scriptures,  Ps.  xvi.  10.  and  Acts  U.  27. 

Ii.«->  A  :Y«inigPjlgnm  earnestly  iiM^eSf  What  line  of  conduct  a 
ciiild  ought  to  pursue,  who  beholds  his  parents  indulging  in  setisiia^ 
{paiiiicatioiis^  aiM  devoting  iheiMelves  to  the  world  ;  and  either  de«« 
pi«Ag  or  disn^gardiiig  all  religious  «xerci«es  \ 


\\\\   IBlfl    iBisfla 


AWFUL  EVENT, 

Expect  of  ^lMi&  frttti  a.  Mffii^ter  in  a' sjtiiaff  SeO-fm  Ttfumht  Sc&flOrf^. 

*^l  HAVE  just  now  heard  of  a  dreadful  scene  :  —  One ;  for  utiwy 

years  master  of  a  coasting-vessel,  an  inhabitant  of  this  place,  had,  in  his 
youi^;er  day  s,  made  a  distinguished  profession  of  religion,  and,  ainoAg  the 
smallbut  respectable  body  to  whith  he  belonged,  he  was  de^inea  atx 
'eminent  Chris»tlan.  Many  years  ago,  this  man  became  a 'Deist;  nAV. 
an  avowed  Athei!>t  —  and  made  the  Being  of  Deity  and  a  future  state  tnP 
stibjects  oi' his  ridicule  and  profane  moekery.'  For  horrid  swearing  and 
kwedoess  ht-  had  perhaps  few  equal's  iu  Scotland.  Last  night,  in  * 
P«Uic»[|^se,  when  in  a  rage  of  swearing,  he  dropped  into  etefnity  |0  a 
'JioHicnt,  4y  the  rupture  of  a  blood-vessel.— HOW'  awfor,  to  be  IniWicd 
fccfoceihe  tribuoal  of  God  in  tJie  very  act  of  blasphemy  !*' 
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MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

The  Directors  have  lately  received  some  interesting  communications 
from  Africa  and  France.  The  particulars  of  the  former,  it  is  their  in- 
tention' to  insert  in  the  first  Number  of  their  Periodical  'Publication ; 
which  will  be  published  immediately  after  the  publication  of  -the 
General  History  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Society,  which  is  qok 
the  press.  The  accounts  contain  several  circumstances  of  a  pleasinz 
and  encouraging  nature,  intermixed  with  som*^  instances  of  trial  and 
.difficulty.  The  Missionary  settlement  at  Algoa  Bay,  under  the  direction 
of  Dr.  Vanderkemp,  appears  to  have  been  disturbed  by  a  number  of  the 
.'uncivilized  native^  ior  the  purposes  of  plunder ;  and  they  succeeded  so 
iar  as  to  carry  off  the  cattle ;  but  they. were  afterwards  recovered.  This 
happened  after  the  departure  of  the  English  garrison  j  ^nd,  no  doubt,  the 
absence  of  an  European  force  induced  the  attempt ;  —  but  as  the  statioa 
at  V^lgoa  Bay  would  most  probably  be  re-occupied  by  a  military  force 
.soon  afterwards,  we  hope  the  peaceful. and  useful  labours  of  our  Brethren 
there  would  meet  no  further  interruption.  The  general  aspect  of  Mis- 
sionary concerns  in  that  colony  is  encouraging ;  but  as  we  have  reason  to 
expect  that  Brother  Kicherer  will  shortly  visit  Europe,  with  the  pro. 
fessed  view  of  returning  back  with  his  aged  mother,  wc  shall  then  icara 
the  exact  state  of  our  concerns  there. 

Our  Letters  from  France  state,  That  our  correspondent  had  for  two  montiis 
suffered  a  severe  and  dangerous  indisposition.  This  circumstance  has  un- 
avoidably retarded,  in  some  degree,  the  accomplishment  of  the  objects 
committed  to  him.  The  New  Testament,  however,  is  printed,  and  also 
the  Essay  on  the  Divirie  Authority  of  the  New  Testament,  as  well  as 
the  Catechism}  and  they  are  now  considering  of  the  best  means  for  their  cir- 
culation. He  speaks  in  terms  of  gratitude  of  the  kind  family  imder  whose 
roof  he  resides ;  and  mentions,  that  when  the  state  of  his  health  permitted, 
they  had  much  enjoyment  in  tlie  worship  of  God  on  the  mornings  and 
evenii^s  of  the  Lord's  Day.  That  his  study. was  then  coiiverted.  into 
a  chapel ;  rt  which  a  few  well-disposed  perbons  in  the  vicinity  also  united 
with  them.  He  mentions  several  individuals  who  are  desirous  of  the  op- 
portunity of  hearing  the  Gospel,  and  of  having  their  children  brought 
tip  in  the  Protestant  faith. 

He  adds;  *<  You  will  be  pleased  to  hear,  that  wherever  I  ^lavedistri- 
buted  either  the  Tracts  or  the  Catechisms,  they  have  been  uncommonly^ 
Well  received-:  To  a  person  occasionally  eihployedJn  the  house,  I  gare 
one  of  each  :  she  has  an  aged  and  infirm  mother,  to  whom  she  read  thehi^ 
The  next  time  she  called,  she  told  me,  with  tears  of  joy,  that  they  had 
given  her  aged  mother  such  comfort,  that  sl«e  could  never  thank  ine 
enough !  She  lent  them  to  two  Catholic  priests,  who  lodge  and  board 
with  them;  who  declared  they  had  never  read  such  sweet  little  books  in 
their, lives  ;  and  were  exceedingly  anxious  to  buy  such  to  give  among  the 
people  :  they  could  hardly  believe  they  were  Prote^ant  booksj  j^ecaiise 
they  contained  nothing  against  the  Catholic  religion, —  and  expressed  the 
wish  to  see  thousands  such  reprinted  and  distributed.  —^  An  aged^'oman^^ 
who',  wliile  sitting  at  tlie  door  of  one  of  the  churches,  was  railing  against 
the  wicked  Jacobins  who  had  shut  them  up,— on  being  questioned,  what' 
hope  she  had  of  her  salvation  ?  replied,  She  believed  in  tlie  cKurch.  But 
ivhen  asked,  What  would  have  become  bf  her  had  she  died  when  there 
was  no  church  to  go  to?  she  was  confounded,  and  Ingenuuusly  confcsttd, 
*•  Sir,  1  see  clearly  this  Ynoment,  that  if  I  had  then  died,  I  should  have 
been  lost, — for  Idid  not  believe'inthe  Saviour  Vbut  trusted  to  myself -^^ 
tJD  my  prayers'  Ztid  fastings  to  sstVe  mc."  ^  Sh^>vjLS  pricked  to  the  hearty- 
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and  criedbittcrljr,  */  O  my  poor  sotil  I  — my  poor  soul  will  be  k)st  !'»— 
After  spcakiog  some  time,  she  appearetjf  comforted  j  —  was  all  ears,  an<i 
took  die  books  eage/ly.  I  wish  much  to  see  her  again,  but  have  not  beea 
able. 

"  A  very  acute  infi4cl,  who  fills  an  important  station  in  society,  to 
whom  I  presented  a  Catechism,  read  it  all  through,  and  could  scarce  find 
terras  to  express  his  approbation  in.  He  requested  another  for  his  son^ 
and  expressed  his  determination,  that  he  should  never  be  educated  in  his 
•wn,  but  in  the  Protestant  principles." 


AMERICA. 

Wb  hx7€  repeatedly  mentioned  the  late  Revivals  of  Religion  in  America^ 

,  attended   with  many  peculiar  and  uncommon   circumstances.     By  a- 

publication  just  rectfived  from  the  United  States,  it  appears  that  a  iikQ 

extraordinary  work  has  appeared  in  both  Carolimis ;  concerning  wliich 

we  give  the  following  short  Extracts  from,  a  Letter  from  the  Rev.  S. 

-  M*Corkle,  of  North  Carolina,  dated  Jan.  8,  i«oi,  lcavif>g  our  Readers 

.to  form  their  own  reflexions. 


^*  I  Kow  sit  down  to  give  you  a 
ftanrativc  of  the  transactions  at 
Randolph  5  commencing  on  Friday 
January  i,  1S02,  and  continuing 
until  the  ensuing  Tuesday. 

"  On  Thursday,  the  last  day  ol 
the  last  y^ar,  1  set  out  firom  home 
for  Randoluh  ;  and  lodged  in  Lex- 
ington, with  some  preachers  and  a 
number  of  people,  mostly  from 
Ircdel,  going  on  to  the  same  place. 
The  evening  was  spent  in  prayer 
and  exhortation,  without  any  visi- 
ble effctt.  Next  day  the  preachers 
arrived  at  the  Randolph  meeting- 
house; but  the  Iredel  company 
lodged  five  miles  behind. 

**  On  Saturday,  in  the  interval 
of  two  sermons,  the  congregation 
(near  2000)  were  informed,  that 
the  Iredel  company  were  religiously 
exercised,  ima  sudden  and- surpriz- 
ing matter  at  evening-prayer,  in  the 
family  or  house  where  they  lodged. 

**  This  struck  with  seriousness 
every  reflecting  mind  ;  because 
the  effect  did  not  appear  to  arise 
from  oratory  or  sympathy,  —  the 
Causes  commonly  assigned  for  this 
woric. 

"  The  second  sermon  was  de- 
livered, and  the  benediction  pro- 
nounced  as  usual ;  but  the  people 
paused,  as  if  they  wished  not  to 
part,  nor  go  either  ^to  their  homes 
or  encampments. 

**  Just  then  rose  a  speaker,  to 
cive  a  short  parting  exhortation  ; 
But,  wonderful  to  tell,  as  if  by  an 
llcctric  shoek^  a  large  numberi  Ia 


every  direction,  men^  Women,  child, 
ren,  white  and  black,  fell  and  cried 
for  mercy  :  while  others  appeared, 
in  every  quarter,  either  praying  for 
the  fallen,  or  exhort Ingbye-standers 
to  repent  and  believe. 

**  This,  to  me,  perfectly  new  and 
sudden  si^ht,  1  viewed  with-horror  j 
and,  in  spite  of  all  my  previous  rea- 
soning on  levivals.wirii  some  de- 
gree of  disgrist. .  Is  it  possible,  said 
I,  that  this  scene. of  seeming  confu- 
sion can  come,  from  the  Spirit  of 
God  ?  or  can  he  who  called  light 
from  darkness,  and  order  from  con- 
fusion, educe  light  and  order  from 
Such  a  dark  mental  or  moral  chao-j 
as  this  ?  Lord  God,  thou  knowest  \ 

*•  The  first^  partic!ular  object  thaf 
arrested  my  attention,  was  a  poor 
black  man,  with  his  hands  raised 
over  the  heads  of  t.hc  crowd,* and 
shouting,  *•  Glory,  glory  to  God 
on  high  1"  I. halted  towards  him 
from /he  preaching-tenr  j  but  was 
stopped  to  see  another  black  man 
prostrate  on  the  c:round,  and  hN 
aged  mother  on  her  knees  at  his 
feet,  in  all  the  agony  of  prayer  foe 
her  son.  Near  him  was  a  black 
woman,  grasping  her  mistress* 
hand,  and  crying,  O  mistress,  you 
prayed  for  me  when  I  wanted  a 
reart  to  pray  for  myself !  N6w, 
thank  God,  he  has  given  me  H 
heart  to  pray  for  you  and  every* 
body  else! 

*«  I  then  passed  to  a  little  white 
girl,  about  seven  years  old.     She 
was  recUmng,  with  her  •yes  close4 
Ra 
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in  the  anns  qF ^  fctpale  friend.    But 

0  !  what  ^  serene  angelic  smile  was 
in  h^  face  !  If  ever  Heaven  wts 
^joycd  in  any  little  creature's 
heart,  it  was  enjoyed  in  hers.  Were 

1  to  form  sopne  notion  of  an  angel,  it 
would  4id  my  conception  to  think 
of  her.    , 

'  *•  1  took  her  by  the  hand,  and 
asked  how  she  felt.  She  raised  her 
head,  opened  her  ^y«s,  closed 
them,  and  gently  sunk  into  her  for- 
mer state. 

**  I  met  her  next  day,  with  two 
er  three  of  her  little  companions  t 
I  asked  her  how  she  felt  yesterday  ? 
•'  O  hovr  happy ! "  said  the  dear  little 
creature,  witk  an  inefabie  smile, 
m^*f  and  I  fcei  Ui  happy  now:,  I.  Wish 
every  body   was    as     happy   as   I 

ml" 

f*  J  asked  her  several  questions 
relative  to  hpr  views  tf  sin,  —  a 
$aviour>*-^l)appipess  aiid  Heaven  ; 
^nd  ^Iie  ^nsw^rcd  with  ptopriety  ; 
and,  as  I  thought,  rather  fronj  pro- 

5er  prcseof  feeling*,  than  from  past 
octrioal  or  educational  informa- 
t}om  for  when  I  was  ^Oenvards 
galled  to  «|:amine  her»  in  or^er  to 
communion,  I  found  her '  defective 
in  this  kind  of  knowledge  {and  di&. 
-suadpd  her  from  conununicating  at 
fh^t  tjmc,  thpugh  she  much  de- 
sired it.  This  I  have  since  re- 
gretted I  ^r  I  ^o  believe,  on  cool 
^ejieyion,  that  she  possessed  that 
tcxperimental  knowledge  of  salv^- 
ti9^f  which  h  infinitely  preferabje 
^  all  the  doctrinal  or  systematic 
I^QOwledge  in  the  worl4  without 
it." 

H/ie  following  Letter  rel^^s  to  the 
Meeting  at  ^«v  ^wjidence. 

*•  At  this  meeting  has  been  dc*. 
inoHshed  an  infidtl  objection,  That 
cnly  weak  nerves  and  minds  are  af- 
fected in  this  work.  Here  I  saw 
prostrate,  a  young  m;i(),  remarkable 
lor  the  robustness  of  his  body  and 
<06rgy  of  his  mind  ;  and  for  oppo- 
sitioi^  resohite  and  determined. 

**  O  God  I  (were  his  very  wor4s) 
«nd  i^uft  I  shrink  now  \  ]\j|ust  I 
lie  herf  a  humble  spectacle  to  the 
gazing  crowd  ?"  —  After  a  pause, 
•*0  God  have  meicy  I", ^^)Uft  after 
«Bother>  "  Did  I  ever  ask  it  before  e 
Ito }  bv^t  o/tf Q  for  cur&e^.'*    ' 


''But  the  most  reifiarkable  of  alt 
was,  a  gentlestiaD  of  a  strM^  con« 
stitution,  and  a  mind  enlightened 
and  enlarged  by  science  and  know 
ledge  of  the  world,  —  and,  in  rh« 
school  of  infidelity,  a  master. 

<<  This  gentleman  I  saw  soon 
af^er  he  wa$  struck.  He  passed  a 
night  in  horrors  indescribable.  I 
heard  him  declare  the  next  morn- 
ing, that  he  Relieved  this  to  be  a  su- 
pernatural work;  and  urged  in  proof 
the  first  of  the  above  young  men, 
«»  whom  I  knew  (aaid  he)  to  have 
l>Dth  strength  of  nerves  an4  cswrgy 
of  mind,  ^zxA  yet  he  £elL'* 


Society/  for  ,propfgutiMg  the 
Gospel  at  hime^  in  Scwmd. 

In  the  Society's  report  for  last 
year,  the  public  were  informed, 
that  tveuty-eight  ypxxug  ^cn^  edii-' 
cated  for  the  ministry^  were  put 
under  tli^ir  charge.  Thrte  pf  these 
were  sent  to  Ireland.  Tfcc  recep- 
tion thc)j  h^ve  met  with  is  highly 
encouraging  ;  ^pd  the  Society  Bavo 
the  satisfaction  to  stat^,  on  the  it^ 
timony  of  ip^ch  respected  charac^ 
ters  In  that  country,  that  their  la- 
bours h^vc  been  abundant  and  suc- 
cessful. The  rejn^inin^  twepty* 
five  were  stationed  in  v^ous  p^irt* 
of  Scotland.  One  of  thea)>  having 
the  Gaelic  lanc;uage,wss  appointed, 
at  the  Society^s  expence,  to  itiner- 
ate in  Kintyre.  Many  of  the  peo- 
ple there  discover  an  ^rdent  third 
for  the  gospel  j  and  some  appear  tQ 
liave  been  brought  to  th«?  l^now^ 
ledge  of  the  truth,  Two  others^ 
acquainted  with  Gaelic,  were  feed 
in  situation^,  where  preaching  in 
that  lainguage  is  needcd|  and  the 
reft  in  various  (quarters,  w|icre  K^ 
glish  alone  is  tjndcr;>tocKl.  Besides 
pteir  stated  labours  on  the  Lptd's 
Day,  they  preach  in  the  neighbour- 
•'ing  villages  during  the  week;  ^d 
arc  directed  to  visit  tfi^  slckt  and 
to  instruct  children.  Evident  to- 
kens of  the  divine  blessing  hie^ve  ac- 
companied their  labours,  especially 
in  some  places,  of  which  TOCwbers 
of  the  Society,  a^  well  as  pui^rs 
hi^ve  been  witnesses.  YiUages,  not 
long  ago  renwirkabk  fcr  Offu  wiql^ 
cdnw,  are  now  grcati)(  iffftw«4a 
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and  numy  pletslng  inilances  have 
<)cancred  ot  hopeful  convcr^kMu 
A  very  interesting  accoulit  of  the 
work  of  Qod .  in  one  of  these  vU- 
lagcs,  is  sol>^oliied  to  this  rep^oit. 

Three  Mis^naried,  long  in  the 
service  of  the  Society,  continue  t9 
labour,  soMy  at  their  txpence,  ^ne 
in  a  southern  district,  and  two  in 
diflTerent  parts  of  the  Ijighiands. 
The  Society  have  the  best  reason  to 
believe,  that  their  laboirrs  also  hart 
been  acceptable  and  useful.  And 
they  were  much  gratilted  in  feceir* 
ing,  a  few  if  eeks  ago,  a  very  de- 
cided testixnony  respecting  one  ot 
them  from  a  much-estcem^  minis- 
tcr  of  the  established  church. 

Beside  the  labours  of  those  in 
the  stated  service  of  the  Society, 
they  have  enjoyed,  as  usual ^  the 
•ccasional  assistance  of  ministers 
from  England,  and  this  year,  of 
two  from  Ireland,  who  have  itiner- 
ated, as  far  as  their  stated  labours 
on  the  Lord's  Day  admitted*  TJie 
expences  of  sevemi  ministers  in  dif. 
finent  parts  of  the  country,  itinerat- 
ing  in  their  neighbourhoods,  have 
also  been  defrayed  by  the  Society. 
This  is  one  very  powerful  means  of 
diffusing  the  knowledge  of  the  gps. 
pel ;  and,  according  to  the  plan  of 
the  Society,  they  pay  the  travel  liusr 
fhaiges  of  E^vangelical  Ministers  (^ 
various  denominations,  who  engage 
ill  this  labour  of  love. 

The  Society  continue  to  distribute 
ipntis,  larse  quantities  of  Cate- 
chisms ana  Tracts^  in  Gaelifl  and 
£Q^tsh. 

Such  are  the  outKnes  of  their  ex* 
erttoas  during  the  past  year.  But 
thc^  have  the  satiua6l>on  to  inform 
lheirfhends>  that  every  year  the 
Loid  is  graciously  pleased  to  extend 
the  sphere  of  their  us<Kfi4lnes$, 
They  have  the  protpe^»  by  the 
beginniiig  of  M^h  next,  of  engag* 
iflg  a  very  conatderabU  aumber  of 


additional  labourers.  Cf  theae  it 
if  intended  to  send  a  good  many  t» 
Irelanid.  Above  thirty  new  appli. 
'  cations  for  Preachers  have  been  «- 
ceived  Irom  various  parti  of  Sdot^ 
land,  which  the  Society  intend  m 
answer.  It  is  their  wish,  however, 
to  employ  as  many  as  possible  as  ^e. 
neral  itinerants,  whom  they  mean  «» 
send,  at  their  own  expenoe,  to  ti« 
most  destitute  parts  4>f  Scotland. 
One  of  these  hat  akiMidy  been  sent 
to  Shetland,  another  to  Oficne!y,aQ4 
f  third  to  Sanffshirr. 

London  ftinertujif  Soeieiy* 

Bra  late  jepprt  pf  this  Sociny^ 
it  ap)^4r$  that,  by  th^ir  laudable 
exertions,  schooh  have  been  esu- 
bli^ilQd,  and  interests  cai^,  i4 
Bromley,  where  the  Society  has  a 
small  chai>el{  Pulwich^  M^lp^g^ 
Enfield  llighwav,  <jairat,  llcw^ 
ishuDi.  wbeie  the  Society  ha^  « 
v.hapel  and  school^iiPoom ;  Mertot^ 
Mortlake,  where  the  Society  arc 
erecting  a  small  olace  of  worsliip 
and  schouUroom  j  Worwood,  Soutb. 
end,  Streu^ham,  Sydenham,  boot, 
land-green,  Wimbledon.  In  tlMa 
generous  service,  about  fifty  per- 
sons, who  have  given  themselves  up 
to  labour  for  the  Society,  are  enw 
ployed  on  the  Lord's  iPay  asteadvera 
or  preachers.  About  eoo  chydccn 
now  learn  to  road,  and  ^e  rcceiviqf 
religious  instruction. 

In  visiting  tii^  :uck,  siKhcajicsaa 
have  fallen  tender  ihe  notice  of  the 
Society,  }iave  been  attended  to,  ajvdt 
tempQtal  rcjief  1ms  beeiv  admiui* 
stered  where  r^ai  distress  was  ap-  ' 
parent.  Considerable  pre^ent^  of 
religious  tvacls  have  been  received, 
from  ditferent  individuals,  and  dis* 
tribmed  lij  tjje  villages,  -*  JaBte& 
Neal,  Esq.  is  Treanu^  to  this  So- 
ciety  ;  and  the  Rev.  W.  F,  Flatt, 
Secretary. 


MISSIONAJIV  COllECUONS, 

Mr,  J.  Holt,  WhhVy  (Oct.  i«02)           —        —  if-  5    «  • 

The  It ev.  G.  Lawson,  Selkirk        -r                  ^-  «    9  < 

XelsoMissionaty  Society  (1802)              —       —  1*  1*  ^ 

Agnes  Brown,  Miss  Jacobs  ana  Mr,  &oxbui{li  a  la  o 
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^  The  East  Kewt  .Asapciation 
lield  their  half-yearly  Meeting  at 
Dover,  <)cr.  6,  i$o2^,  Mr.  Gur- 
tecn^  of  Canterl\ury,,.pr«achcd  in 
tiie  moruing^  from  ,  i  Cof.  i.  30. ; 
Mr.  Atkinson,  of  Mar^ater.iii  the 
evening,,  from  i  PhiL  1.  21,  ;  Mr. 
Vincent,  of  Deal,  the  evening  be- 
-fcre^  from  iCor.  ii.  15^  16.  The 
services  were  truly  pleasant *nd  pro- 
fitable, through  the  presence  ot  the 
Kiqgof  Zion^  At  noon,  the  sacra- 
mental banquet  was  administered. 
>Ir.  G.  Townsend  prayed,  and 
broke  bread  ;  and  the  Independent 
^ethren  distributed  the  elements. 
'Ihis  also  was  a  season  of  divihe  re- 
fteshment.    , 

The  hext  Meeting  h  appointed  to- 
Itc  held  at  Mr.  Atkmson*s,  at  Mar- 
gate, April  17^  1803.  Mr.  Mather, 
<ilDoVer,  to  preach  in  the  morit- 
ibgj  and  Mr.  Atwood,  of  Folk- 
4tone,  in  the  '^vtning.     In  case  of 


failure,  Mr.  Gore,  of    Sandwich^ 
and  Mr,  Giles,  of  Eyelhorne.  The 

Preceding  night,    Mr.  Young,   of 
'anterbury ;  or  Mr.  Drew,  of  FoUu 
&tone. 

At  a  Mectingef  the  WARwict- 
SHiRB  Association,  held  at  Co- 
ventry, Jan.  a5th,  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per wiis  administered  in  the  evexw 
uig,  to  the^  members  of  various 
churches;  some  of  whojDv  not- 
withstanding the  severity  of  the 
season,  came  many  miles.  Ten  or 
tyyeWe  ministers  engaged  in  exhor- 
tation, .p»yer,  and  distributing  tlic 
elements.  ,  A  solemn  attention  pre- 
vailed among  a  num$:rous  auditory^ 
^— and  both  communicants  and  spec* 
taidrs  expressed  the  highest  degree 
bf  satisfaction ;  so  that  a  repetitioa 
of  this  agreeable  service  is  looked 
forward  to,  on  future  occasions^ 
with  no  small  expectation. 


CHAPELS  OPENED. 


AtfG.  tOf  a  new  chapel  wag 
opened  ^  Laxton,  Nottingham- 
shire, 117  the  late  Countess  of  Hun- 
tingdon's connexion.  In  the  morn- 
ing, Mr.  Rowlands,  of  Gainsbo- 
rough, preached  from  Deut.  xii.  5. 
Intneaitemoon,  Mr.  Start,  of  New- 
ark, preached  from  M^tt.  xvi.  18,; 
awi  Mr.  Griffiths,  of  Lincoln,  from 
'^xod.  X.  34.  In  the  evening,'  Mr. 
Rowlands^  from  Gem  xix.  18.— 
This  chapel  f^as  erected  at  the  sole 
ex  pence  of  Mr.  hazard,  a  gentle^ 
man  of  that  place. 

Nov.  II,  was  opened  9,  neat  and 
convenient  place  of  worship  at 
Marshfield,  Gloucestershire.  Rev. 
Mr.  Hey,  of  Bristol,  preached  from 
Rev.  xxi.  3,  in  the  morning  j  and 
Mr.  Jay,  of  3ath^  from  Matt,  vi. 
33.  J-  Mess.  Sibrcc,  Maud,  D.un, 
Muston,  Lowell,  Honeywell,  and 
Porter,  engaged  in  otlier  parts  of 
the  service.  Mr.  Hey  introdiiced 
the  gospel  in  this  place  about  ele- 
ven years  ago,  and  was  followed  by 


various  ministers  till  1799,  when 
Mr.  G.  bourne  was  chosen  pastor 
of  the  united  churches  of  Mac^h^v 
field  and  Colcme. 

Not.  2'j>  wasopefied  a  place  of 
¥^)rship  at  Syi/e^  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight.  In  the  morning,  Mr. Styles 
began  ifhe  wrvice  with  prayer  and 
reading  the  Scriptures  ;  Mr.  Grif. 
fin,  of  Portsea  ;  and  Mr;  Potticary 
likewise  engaged  in  prayer ;  and 
Mr.  Winter,  of  London,  preached 
from  Rev.  iii.  ao.  In  the  evening, 
Mr.Davias  (astudtnt  at  Gospon) 
and  Mr.  G*  Clayton,  of  Southatnp-. 
ton,  pray€Md  {  Mr.  Bogue  preached 
from  Luke  x.  a.5  and  Mr.  Frey 
(a  converted  Jew,  under  the  carr 
'  ofthe  Missionary  Society)  concluded 
the  service  with  an  <&'ectin&  Ad* 
dress  to  Jehovah,  in  behalf  of  Jews 
and  Gentiles*  —  T-he  place  was 
crowded,  and  the  audience  attcntivo 
and  serioQs. 

The  place  owes  its  origin  to  an 
nokmrna  (entknuo^  oC  l^odo^i 
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who,  "by  being  atllydem  the  course 
of  bushiess,  some  yeiws*  since,  was 
struck  ivilh  the  necessity  of  preach- 
^n  the  gpspel  there ;  and  who  has 
generously  contributed  to  the  keep- 
lag  up  of  public  worship,  and  to- 
wrfrds  the  building-  of  the  place. 
Commendations  are  likewise  aue  to 
the  eenerau9  and  activeexertions  of 
J.  £arkpatrLck«  Esq,  of  Newport. 

T>EC.  II,  in  the  afternoon,  was 
opened  a  small  chaoel  at  Wistan- 
wigg,  abotit  four  miles  from  Mar- 
k^  Drayton,  by  the  Rev.  John 
Wilson,  minister  of  the  Calvinistic 
eftapcl  at  that  town;  at  whose  sole 
expence    the    above    chapel    was 


erected,  after  his  having,  for  near 
Xvfo  years,  preaclied  at  a  house  Ixi 
the  neighbourhood  with  encourt^ 
ing  success.  Mr  Wilson  prelchdl 
iicom  Exod.  XX.  <4. 

D.EQ.  IX,  was  opened  the  Neir 
Independent  Chapel  (called  Beiket) 
at  Lseds,  In  the  ihoming,  Mr« 
Rayson,  of  Wakefield,  preached 
-from  Is.  Ivi.  7.  in  the  aftemooan 
Mr.  Bennett  (pastor  of  the  church) 
preached  from  Zech.  vi.  13.  I]| 
the  evening,  Mr.  P^sons,  of  Leedt, 
(delivered  a  third  discoui'se,  frojn 
Phil,  i  18.  lat.  cl.  The  congrcga- 
x^^tA  throughout  the  day  were  ao. 
merous  and  attentive 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  PROFITS, 

January  10,  1803.     At  a  Meeting  of  the  Trustees,    the  fo]lowij^ 
Cases  being  properly  recommended,  were  accordingl  y  relieved;— ^ 


Widows. 

Denominations, 

W. 

Bstablishmsat 

S. 

Methodist.  ^ 

M.C. 

Ditto. 

K.D. 

Presbyterian. 

J.  A. 

Ditto. 

D. 

Ditto. 

.     S,  H. 

Ditto. 

P. 

Ditto,  . 

s. 

Ditto. 

c> 

Ditto. 

G. 

Ditto. 

M. 

Independent.. 

E.  M, 

Ditto. 

«•    ^ 

Ditto. 

M.  d 

Ditto. 

L. 

Ditto. 

H.  S. 

Ditto. 

A.  !^; 

Ditto. 

c. 

Ditto. 

T. 

Ditto.     , 

'     A.    . 

Ditto. 

'     S. 

Diho.     ., 

E.J. 

Baptist, 

J.H. 

Pitta. 

P. 

-    Ditto. 

M.  ». 

Ditto. 

•  M.T. 

Ditto. 

R.  B. 

Pitto. 

s.  • 

Ditto. 

D.     > 

Ditto. 

£). 

Ditto. 

T. 

Ditto. 

A.  ?• 

Pitto. 

A. 

Ditto. 

AiG. 

Dxttb. 

>. 

;DitUr« 

Recommended  bj 

^tfTS. 

R.Hill. 

f.s 

Dr.  Haweis. 

s 

W.  F-  Piatt 

5 

A.Waugh. 

s 

Ditto.                        ■ 

s 

Ditto. 

a 

A.  Duncansoit'. 

5 

Ditto: 

5 

J.  Smart. 

^ 

Ditto. 

s 

M.  Wilks* 

5 

J-  Eyre. 

5 

W.  Kingsbury. 

's 

Ditto. 

"    5 

R.  Simpson. 

5 

D.  Bogue. 

5 

G,  Eurder. 

'5 

A.  Fuller.     ' 

5 

liitto. 

s 

J.  Townsend. 

5 

M.Wilks. 

5 

E.  Parsons. 

5 

SI.  Greatheed. 

S 

Ditto. 

s 

Ditto. 

5 

A.  Fuller. 

5 

Ditto. 

5 

Ditt<>. 

5 

Ditto. 

S 

Ditto. 

^      5 

J.  Eyre. 

.     5 

Dr.  Roland. 

3      '     ' 

E.  Parsons. 

5 

l>ittD. 

s  ^    ^ 

.  TowftenS, 
JrByre. 

J. 

•••-      ^v 
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-^ 


s 
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iMse,  O  Lordy^  and  help  on  Thee 

To  cast  m  cv'ry  care  j 
T"icm"brace  the  call,  *'  Come  ye  to  me^ 

•'Aikd  tit  y»ur  burthens  bear." 


My  own  dear  child  when  dangers  n^af^ 

kttoA  to'cny  arms  to  hfidf  | 
Af)d  when  its  imie  vvnts  a^pe&fy. 

Crics^  **  Failier  will  proTidc***' 


So  maj  I  act  j  and  i«mi  these  feirs' 
Will  vanish  from  my  breast  t 

Joy  will  succeed  these  flowing  itarf. 
And  I  regain  my  rest. 


HYMN 
Rt  ifit  Miisiortarjf  MeeUttgf, 

XoVDy.  in  thy  charShes  now  appear. 
And  animate  thy  saints  witii  zeal; 

With  great  success  oar  prospects  cheer  f 
M»y  we  thy  presence  with  os  feel  \ 

Sauce  th«o  hast  ftscned  os  from  Death, 

To  know  thy  love,  and  taste  thy  grace^ 
O  let  OS  spend  <»ur  life  and  breath 

In  winning  sinners  to  thy  ways  \ 
Sball  we  be  eold  and  live  supine. 

While  thousands  perish  aU  arouTOl ! 
I]k»ty  is  ours,  —  success  is  tbinc» 

Now  let  thy  pow'r  with  us  be  found  ? 

Tho*  darfc  and  gloomy  clouds  arise, 

And  efibrts  o&  abortive  prove, 
9ow  Jesos  shine,  and  clear  our  skras  ; 

Pili  et'ry  heart  with  hope  and  ]at^  t 
fcto  thy  vineyard  many  send. 

And  LTght,  and  zeal,  and  grace  ftvpfSf  S 
Be  thou  l!heir  guide,  their  God^  their ^iebd ! 

In  daitger  and  distress  be  nigh  1 

Bins  those  who  now  in  distant  lands 
Are  preaching  Christ,  as  all  \t\  a}l  S 

^K  forth  thy  pow'r, — break  Satan's  hatds. 
Crown  wkk  success  the  GosneU  call  k 

Olet  the  seed  which  may  lewilro* 
'     3e  ¥rafcr*d  with  the  Spirli's^w'r  1 
BCay  Christ  thro*  ev'ry  clime  be  kn^wn. 
AAd  blessings  on  the  heathea  &how*r! , 


tssings  0 
Pttstmithtir* 


Su^ 


On  rffadjn^  tMi  Moti^  <m  tHe  late  ve* 
nerahU  Countess  Dowa^  tfUun^ 
tingdotCs  ArnUf 

<•  IN  VERITATE  VICTORIA, 

Etbimal  Truth,  thou  shalt  piorail 
O'er  all  the  Errors  that  asuil, 

Or  aim  to  wound  tbv'  cause : 
FeeUe  their  e^K>rts, — weaktheii'  fricndft 
Destruction  all  their  plan  attends. 

And  shadie  i^pon  chem  dra:ws. 

What  fierce  assaults  hast  tl|au  r«pell'd» 
Though  with  all  firmness  thou  ha^t  held 

Thy  fccptfe  and  thy  throne ) 
Tho*  eanh  and  Hell  against  ihea  join^ 
Euvy,  and  p6w*r,  and  craft  cot&biney 

Trut^  shall  its  foes  casiddwn. 

iust  as  the  sun  with  pow*rfaI  liglt 
)ispels  the  darkness  of  the  ntgbtV 
And  mists  and  shadoW)  fiaaj; 
Just  so  shall  Truth  in  grandeur  risc^ 
Errors  disperse,, and  make  us  wiie  ; 
liorfi  darkftess  set  u&  ftet  \ 

O  Truth  divine,  we  hail  thy  beams ! 
Which  dusipate  rhe  fatal  schcm«a 

Or&^tsC^ious  rites : 
Thy  cheeking  influence  wi4«extjin4 
From  seas  t»  earth's  remotest  end. 

Thy  bliusiags  praise  cacitevf 


Q.  Attid,  Piinter^  Greville  :>ueet»  Load#a. 
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MJEMOIJl 

OF 

WILLIAM  COVVPER,  ESO. 


F£W  persons,  in  any  a^€  of  Christianity>  have  be^  equally 
eminent  for  Evangelical  devotion,  aud  for  literary  geuius  and 
^8tc.  Religious  people  ^ay,.  indeed,  in  general,  be  regarded  a^ 
tetter  informed,  because  more  accustomed  to  read^  that;!*  others 
in  the  classes  of  Ufe  to  whicb  they  ifliiefly  helohg :  but' wbife  aa 
earnest  desire  of  religious  knowledge  usiially  jienders  tl^  pioua 
peasant,  or  nacchanic,  supeiior  to  his  woiWly  neighbours,  it 
seldom  pervades  the  circles  of  the  polite;  and  when  it  does,  i^ 
likely  to  render  them  less  aixlentjn  the  pursuit,  of  literary  ex- 
cellence, by  fixing  their  principul  attention  on  objects  of  infi- 
nitely greater  importance.  Tlie  very  remai  kable  subject  of  tlun 
nemoir,  might,  at  the  fiist  vie\r,  be  deemed  a  striking  except 
tion  to  this  rule ;  yet  it  may  reason4.bJy  Ue  doubted,  whethjer,  if 
a  sovereign  dispensation  of  the  providence  of  God,  had  not  it!*- 
capacitated  him  for  the  sublinier  enjoyments  of  devotion,  he 
would  eva:  have  attained  .to  the  summit  of  poetical  faine^  Hi» 
life,  on  the  whole,  Jiaa  become  an  object  of  great  curiosity  t9 
ail  who  possess  ^  relish  for  literature  and  humanity ;  but  to  th^ 
rel^ious mind,  especially  if  in  some  inea^iuie  endowed  wi^h  ft 
similar  taste,  the  enquiry  is  singularly  interesting.  .  We  should 
therefore,  gladly  have  gratified  om*  readers  with  an  earlier  Me^  - 
moir  of  Mr.  Cowper :  but,  tis  a  fuU  and  authentic  'account  of 
bis  life,  under  the  sanction  of  his  relatives  and  intimate  friends, 
was  earnestly  -expeeted,  motives  of  reapect  for  their  inclinations^ 
iodaced  us  to  wait  for  its  appearance.  We  can  cordially  i^* 
4:omiiiend  Mi;,  Hayley's  elegant  performanc^e  to  the  attcotipa 
of  all  whose  drcnmstances  enable  them  to  purchase  it,  ^  » 
iaidifuland  satisfj^ctoryidelineation  of  his  admired  friend  and 
iitei^ry  associate^  The  judicious. Selection  he  has  made  tVoQi 
Mr.  CowpePs  confidential  correspondence,  comprizing  the  suin 
stance  or  extracts  of  nearly  300  letters,  exhibits  his  cht^racter 
iB  an  amiable  nfid  iosuruoliye  j>oin(t.qf  jvitmr.  Mk  yisxk  'msJiWk$ 
xu  S 
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also  the  treasure  of  many  beautifjiil  pieces  of  poetry,  not  Befbrfr 
published^  The  sketch  we  shall  attempt,  instead  of  superseding 
the  Of  casifon  for  so  valuable  and  so  hiuifable  a  publication,  will, 
we  hope,  promote  the  perusal  of  it,  as  well  as  tend  to  increase 
its  utility  to  religious  readers. 

Mr.  Cow[H?r's  family  was  illustrious,  both  for  rank  and  ta- 
lents. His  grandfather,  Spencer  Cowper,  was  a  judge  in  the 
court  of  Comihon  Pleas,  aad  brotlier  of  the  first  fiarl  Cowper, 
who  was  Lord  Chimcdlor  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Ann  and 
George  !•  Beside  Dr.  John  Cowper,  Rector  of  Berkhamp- 
stead,  the  poet's  father.  Judge  Cowper  had  several  children  ; 
among  whom  was  the  mother  of  the  Isite  Kev.  Martin  Madan, 
apd  of  the  pious  and  ingenious  Frances  Maria  Madan,  who 
married  her  first  cousin  Major  Cowper,  son  of  Dr.  Cowper's 
elder  brbther,  and  heir  of  >the  family-estate  near  Hertford.  T hi» 
lady  was  recently  well  known,  and  highly  esteemed,  anwng  the 
politer  religious  people  of  the  metropolis;  and  she  pubJished  a 
volamie  of  devotional  poems,  which  was  revieued  i«  a»  earlj 
Number  of  Our  Magazine.  By  his  mother's  sid^,  our  poet  » 
supposed  lo  Iwwe  been  related  to  Dr.  Donne,,  the  ceiebratjed 
satirist,  whose  name  she  bore.  Her  character  is  immortalized 
by  the  most  beautiful  of  Mr.  Cowj)er*s  shorter  poems ;  an^  it  is 
similarly  depicted  in  an  epitaph  inscribed  on  herr  tomb;a  Berk- 
hampstead,  by  her  niece  the  hite  Lady  Walsingham.  She  died 
in  J737y  leaving  two  sons  by  Dr.  Cowper,  who  married  a^ain^ 
Her  elcier  son,  who  is  the  subject  of  this  Memoir,  was  bora 
Nov.  >5  (oH  style)  \7S\.  The" birth  ol*  John,  the  younger^ 
'was  coeval  with  his  mother's  decease.  His  charjKter,  and  his. 
remarkable  conversion,  are  admirably  described  iu  a  narra- 
tive by  his  brother, .with  which  the  KeiJ,  Mr.  Newuni  biis  latelj 
favoured  tlie  pi^blic. 

William  Cowper,  when  nine  year&  okf,  wa»  sent  to  West- 
minster school.  The  literary  advantages  acquired  by  him  in  . 
that  celebrated  seminary,  were  purchased  at  tW  expeflceof  b\» 
fii^re  peace.  Among  tlie  numerous  iuid  irrefragabio  [Hlc^'s  of 
human  depravity,  the  disposition  of  olnldreo  to  itiilict  pain,  i» 
not  the  least  obvioua.  Their  ddight  in  tormenting  aniinaU  (if 
not  early  repressed  by  education)  might  be  supposed  to  origiiHite- 
in  childish  ignorance  and  thoughtfulness ;  but  the  tyranny  they 
exercise,  if  permitted,  over  servants  and  weaker  cluldrcn,  does 
ttot  admit  ot  a  similar  extenuation.  A  pubhc  school  atibrcls 
iree  scope  for  the  cruelty  of  the  greater  boys  toward  their  hel|>» 
less  juniors;  and  Cowper's  tender  age  and  constitutivnal  tiuii^ 
dityt  exposed  hint  peculiarly  to  this  species  of  oppression.  It 
produced, an  indelible  etiect  upon  his  mind  through  life;  and 
It  affords  the  clue  by  which'his  future  circumstances  are  la  be 
explained.  Occasional  symptoms  of  detangeaient,  in  his  early 
youth,  may  apparently  be  ascribed  to  the  same  cause.  Havings 
endured  this  trial  for  nine  ;ears^  it  was  suect^eded  by  auothes^ 
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xrkich  he  was  ill  prepared  K)  encounter;  His  natural  bnishful- 
ness,  and  his  broken  spirits^  however  unsuitable  to  the  profen^ 
sion  of  a  barrister,  were  not  sufiered  to  exempt  hiu*  from  a  crilU 
lag  in  which  his  powerful  connexions  urtbrded  tl>e  fairest  pros- 
pects of  advancing  his  temporal  interests^  At  the  age  of 
eighteen,  be  was  articled  to  an  eminent  attorney;  and  three 
years  afterwards,  he  entered,  as  a  student  of  law,  in  Che  society 
of  the  Inner  Temple.  His  genius  and  inchnations  ui?i«  no 
bett£X  adapted  to  this  pursuit,  than  bis  acquired  habits.  He 
auiused  himself  with  light  poetical  compositions;  and  divided 
his  social  hours  between  the  convivial  or  literary  intercourse  of 
emioent  persons  who  had  been  his  school-fellows,  and  the  more 
domestic  conversation  of  i)is  polite  and  affectionate  relations^ 
Id  I7i6he  lost  his  father,  from  whom  he  did  not  inherit  a 
fortune  adequate  to  his  situation  in  life.  He  formed  about  that 
time,  a  peculiar  intimacy  with  Sir  William  Russel,  whose  pre- 
mature decease  greatly  aiUicted  him.  He  also  cherished  a 
tender  attachment  to  an  amiable  and  accomplished  young  lady,* 
whose  band  was  expected  to  crown  his  approaching  ^stablish'^ 
ment  in  hie. 

Thk  important  crisis  was  deferred  till  he  reached  his  thirty* 
first  year;  and  its  result  at  that  time  produced  the  final  disap-> 
.pointment  of  his  earthly  hopes.  Being  nominated,  by  the  m- 
terest  of  his  family,  to  the  lucrative  posts  of  re»viling-clerk,  and 
clerk  of  private  committees,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  he  con^. 
ceived  so  great  a  dre<id  of  officiating  before  the  assembled  peers, 
that  notwithstanding  the  delay  and  danger  to  which  it  exposed 
l)is  temporal  prospects^  be  determined  upon  relinquishing  the 
appointment.  The  ejects  of  such  a  conflict  in  his  mind,  are 
patheticaJlv  represented  in  the  following  vei-ses,  addressed  to 
vue  of  Jai$  female  relations,  whose  faithful  memory  has  enabled 
Mr.  Uayley  to  communicate  them  td  the  public* 

^*  Dbom'd  as  I  am,  in  solitude  to  waste 

The  present  monients«  and  regret  the  past ; 

PepriV'd  of  ev'ry  joy  I  valued  most. 

My  friend  torn  from  me,  and  my  mistress  lost ; 

Call  Bottkis  gloom  I  wear,  this  anxious  mien^ 

The  dull  etfect  of  humour,  or  of  spleen ! 

Still,  still,  I  mourn,  with  each  returning  day» 

Him — snatched  by  fate,  in  early  youtlr,  away  ; 

And  her— thro'  tedious  years  of  doubt  and  pain, 

f'ix'd  in  her  choice,  and  faithful— but  in  vaml 

O  prone  to  pity,  gen'rous,  and  sincere, 

Whose  eye  ne*er  yet  refused  the  wretcli  a  tear ; 

Whose  heart  the  real  claim  of  friendship  knows. 

Nor  thinks  a  lover's  are  jbut  fancy^d  woes  j 

See  me— ere  yet  my  destin'd  course  half  done,  ^ 

Cast  forth  a  wand'rer  on  a  wild  unknown ! 

See  me,  neglected  on  the  world's  rude  coast, 

Each  dear  copipanion  of  my  voyage  lost  I  * 

Nor  ask  why  clouds  of  sorrow  shade  my  brow, 

And  ready  tears  wait  only  leave  to  fiowj 

Why  all  that  soother  a  heart,  from  anguish  free^ 

AU  that  delights  the  bappy-^palls  with  me  I  '•  ^         i 
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-  If  thdse  emphatic  lines  afforded  a  promise  of  the  futxM  «ir- 
eellence  of  Mr.  Cowpcr'a  prodnctions,  they  were  equally:  pre* 
didive  of  his  future  distress.    They  breathe  the  same  wounded 
spirit  with  many  of  his  later  pieces.    The  principal  diflferertce 
consists  in  tlie  author's  umiCquaintaijice,  at  the  former  period, 
with  the  consolations  of  the  g0!<pel ;  and  his  knowledge  of  their 
worth,  with  a  sense  of  their  loss,  at  the  latter.    The  breach  was 
already  made,  which  notiiing  bat  the  balm  of  salvation  could 
heal ;  and  that,  no  longer  than  it  was  infused  by  appropriating 
faith.    The  season  was  at  hand  when  that  restorative  oecatiae 
indispensably  necessary.     Mr.  Cowper  accepted  the  appcrint- 
ment  of  Clerk  of  the  Jofirnals  in  the  House  of  Lords,  in  liea  of 
the  more  advantageous  offices  which  he  had  relinquisiied,  hop- 
ing that  his  personal  litt^rtddnce  would  not  be  requisite :  but  th4« 
expectation  also  was  frustrated,  and  the  necessity  ofappeariog 
in  public  overivhelnied  him  with  dismay  ;  while  his  unwilHtig- 
ness  to  renounce  every  prosj>ect  of  earthly  comfoift,  his  foair  of 
injuring  the  patron  who  had  repeatedly  recommended  him  to  • 
promotion,  and  the  urgent  exhortations  of  his  intimate  actjQiriftt- 
ance  to  surmount  a  diffidence  that  appeared* to  them  so  unnea* 
sonabte,  excited  a  tuibult  iti  his  breast  Which  filled  him  with  in- 
expressible anguish.     In  this  deplorjible  condition,  his  brother 
Joun,  who  had  taken  clerical  orders,  made  the  utmost  exer- 
tion? to  tranquilize  his  mind  by  such  rcli^ioMs  arguments  as  he 
eould  adduce  ;  but  to  no  purpose.     Mr.  Madan's  convecsatioiv 
with  hi^  afflicted  kinfmian  was  attended  witli  diftefeht  success. 
Mr.  Cowper  felt  the  redemption  of  simmers,  on  which  he  dwelt, 
to  be  the  only  refiige  for  his  troubled  soul;  arid  itsdarlinesswas 
dispeileid)  ahnost  instantaneously,  by  a  ray  of  hope  and  peace. 
.  Mr.  John  Cowper  was  astonished  at  a  change,  which  then 
seemed  to  him  unaccountabte.     It  was,  alas !   but  transietit. 
Imagining  that  the  faith  Which  is  essential  to  salvation  can  be 
attained,  was  attainable  by  his  own  poWers,  his  faihwe  in  the 
trial  involved  him  Ptt  aar^ravated  distress;  and  the  dread  of  ap-' 
pearing  before  ap  earthly  tribunal  was  lost  in  the  horrors  of 
eternal  judgment.     It  is  needless  here  to  dwell  more  particu- 
larly upon  a  scene,  tlie  particulars  of  which  have  been  laid  be- 
fore our  readers,  as'far  as  was  judged  expcdieht,  in  our  extracts 
from  the  funeral  seitnon  published  by  Mr.  Greatheed:*     Let  it 
suffice  to  say,  that  it  terminated  in  Mr.  Cowper' s  removal  to 
St  Alban's  in  December,  1763.     He  remainea  there  eighteen 
months,  under  the  humane  care  of  the  late  Dr.  Cotton,  at  what 
was  entitled  the  Colieire ;  ^  institution  founded  "by  that  amia- 
ble and  ingenious  pliysiciaV  for  the  relief  of  persons  under 
mental  derang*»ment.     The  l»!iler  and  greater  part,  however,  of 
this  period,  was  sp<MU  by  ]Vlr.\owper,  not  only  in  the  posses- 
sion of  his  restored  fi^culties,  but^tl>eenioymeiitof  peace  with* 
God  throuffh  oar  Lord  Jesus  Chrst.     Wline  ih  a  sftate  of  con-s 
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•  See  Evan.  Mag.  for  i8ao,  p.  45%$  and  1^91,  p.  rti. 
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iraletcenrce,  he  bpeoed  the  book  of  revealed  truth;'  and  that 
epitome  of  the  gospel  which  is  comprised  in  Uomans  iii.  £5* 
was  happily  rendered  instrumental  to  his  deliveruace  both  iVoat 
worldly  sorrow  and  spiritual  despair. 

The  state  to  which  he  had  been  reduced^  had  broken  off  for 
ever  his  former  connexions  and  pursuits ;  and  having  foood  the 
Mari  of  mtitchless  price^  he  could  cheerfully  reiii^iuisli  them* 
He.  sought  retirement  and  conceaIm€nt  at.Uuntingdon^  where 
he  n^ight  often  have  the  company  of  his  brother  aIone>  witfaotit 
being  known  to  numerous  academical  iiieods,  amidst  wh<lMB  he 
resided  at  Cambridge ;  but  he  could  not  anywhere  long  remaiw 
imnoticed.     His  appearance  was  striking  and  interesting.    A 
roost  intelttgent  and  engaging  countenance^  a'WeU-propoitioneA 
figure,  and  elegant  mannera^  speedily  drew  attention  from  alio 
idtmbitapts  of  a  rural  borougb^tbwn.    An  amiable  youdg  nuua^ 
a  student  from  Cambridge,  whose  father^  Mr.Uawin,  a  clergy-* 
man,  then  superintended  a  private  classical  senlisiary  at  Hun^ 
tingdb«>  conceived  so  strong  a  desire  tor  the  aomiaintaBcoof  this 
interesting  stranger,  that  he  surmounted  Mr.  Cowper^s  reierv^^ 
Imd  gradually  acquired  bis  confideiHial  friendship.    Some  other 
oung  men  likewise  ingratiated  themselves  in  hi^  esteem;  qoA 
\e  was  soon  introducea  to  their  families,  which  were  amofig  the 
most  respectable  iji  Uie  place.     His  faitliful  friend,  Mr.  Josepk 
Hill,  who  had  taken  the  care  of  hi^^  temporal  coocerus,  butk 
corresponded  with,  and  visited  him,  from  London.    With  his 
afieetionate  brother  he  spent  some  part  of  every  week,  alter- 
Bately,  at  their  respective  places  cif  abode.     He  resumed,  als* 
his  correspondence  with  Lrnly  Hesketh,  <laHgbter  ol*  hi«  und« 
Mr.' Ashley  Cowper,  clerk  of  parliameqt,  in  JU^ndon;  and  with 
his  cousijRs  at  iiarhngfordbnry,  iMajor  Cowper  nad  his  lady. 
In  the  kst  correspondent  h^soon  discovered  oue,  who,  hke  him- 
self, lived  in  fellowship  with  Christ. '  His  letters  to  licr,  wiH 
probably  appear  to  thoserioiis  reader  the  most  important  part 
of  Mr.  Hayley's  collection.    The  following  exUajct  from  one  tjJit 
them,  shews  how  clearly   Mr.-  Cowi>er  discerned,  and  how 
warmly  he  had  embraced  the  leading  trutiis  of  the  go^jel*  fli- 
though  as  yet  a  stranger  to  the  advantages  of  an  evangelical 
ministry.     "  That  Jesus  is  a  present  Saviour  IroiA  the  guilt  of 
sin,  by  his  most  precious  bloody  and  from  the  power  of  it  by  his 
Spirit;  that  corruj^  and  wretched  in  ourselves,  in  Him,  and  in 
Hhn  only,  we  atre  complete  ;  tliat  being  united  io  Jesus  by  a 
hvely  faith,  we  have  a  solid  and  eternal  inteirest  in  his  obedience 
mid  sufferings,  to  jns^^j^us  before  the  face  of  our  Heavenly 
Father;  and  that  all  tins  inesHmable  treasure,  the  earnest oif 
which  is  in  grace,  and  its  consummation- in  glory,  i&  giveUt 
fireeiy  gken  to  us  o(  God ;  in  slK>rtv  that  he  hath  opened  the 
kingdom  of  Heaven  to  all  believers:  these  are  the  tmtlis  which, 
by  the  Grace  of  God,  shall  ever  be  dearer  to  me  than  life  itself; 
shall  ever  be  pkced  next  my  heart,  as  the  throne  whereon  the 
Saviour  hhnself  shall  sit,  to  sway  all  its  motions,  aiid  redut* 
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that  world  of  iniquity  aiad  rebellton  to  a  stqite  of  filial  end  ai&c« 
tionaie  obedience  to  the  wiU  of  the  Most  Holy." 

Mr*  Cowper  shortly  became  more  intimate  with  Mr.  Unwin'* 
.  family  than  with  any  other  in  Huntincrfon ;  and  at  the  clo^  olf 
1765,  he  took  ap  his  residence  entirdy  with  tliem.  Mrs.  Un- 
Mm  had  always  been^cjctremely  fond  of  reading,  and  was  es-* 
ieened  tor  superior  intelligence;  but  she  had  been  remarked 
for  gaiety  and  vivacity.  She  s(>on,  notwithstanding^  fully  en- 
lerea  into  Mr.  Cowpcr's  religious  views,  and^  discovered  *a 
change  of  character  that  was  far  from  being  agreeable 
to  her  fasliionable  acquaintances.  Her  a^  exceeded  Mr, 
Cowpcr's  but  seven  years  ;  ^et  ^s  she  had  married  v^ry  young, 
Itnd  was  the  mother  of  his  academical  friend,  he  naturally  re- 
garded her  with  a  kind  of  filial,  as  well  as  wi^h  a  spiritual  affec- 
lioB-  Ho  thH^  writes  of  her  to  his  cousin  Mrs.  Cooper : — ^'  The 
lady  ia  whose  house  I  lire,  is  so  excellent  a  person^  and  re^rda 
mc  with  a  friendship  so  truly  Christian,  that  I  could  almost  fancy 
»v.  own  mother  restored  to  life  again,  to  compensate  ine  for 
mtbe  friends  1  have  lost,,  and  tdl  xiiy  councxious  broken." 

in  another  letter,  he  describes  the  uianiier  in  which   their 
imly  time  was  employed.    ^^  As  to  amusements,  I  mean  what 
the  world  calU  such,-^we  have  none.  The  place  indeed  swarma 
withtliem;  and  ^urds  anddmicing  arc  the  professed  business 
^*  aknost  all  the g^^uile  inhabitants  of  liuntingdoUf     We  refuse 
to  take  part  in  them,  or  to  be  accessaries  to  thi&  way  of  mur^ 
dering  our  time ;  and  hy  so  doing,  have  acquired  the  name  of 
Slethodists.     Having  told  you  how  we  da  not  spend  our  time,i 
1  will  next  say  how  we  do  :  — AVe  breakfast  commonly  between 
eight  and  nine  ;'^till  eleven,  we  read  eitiier  the  Scriptures,  or 
the  sermons  of  some  ftiithful  preacher  of  these  holy  mysteries. 
At  eleven  we  attend  divine  service,— which  is  performed  here 
twice  every  day ;  <f  and  from  twelve  to  three  we  separate,  and 
aoiQse  oui-se'lves^  as  we  please.     During  that  interval,   I  eidier 
veadin  my  own  apartment,  or  walk,  or  ride,  or  work  in  the  gar- 
<len.    We  seldom  sit  an  hour  after  dinner  ;   but  if  the  weather 
permits^  adjourn  to  tlie  garden  ;  where,  with  Mrs.  Unwin,  and 
tier  son,  I  liave  generally  the  pleasiu-e  of  religious  conversation 
till  tea-time.     If  it  rains,  or  is  too  windy  for  walking,  we  either 
converse  within  doors,  or  sing  some  hymns  of  Martii^  s  *  coU 
feptioQ^and,  by  tlie  help  of  Mrs.  Unwinds  harpsichord,  make  up 
m.  tolerable  concert ;  in  which  our  hearts,  I  hope,  are  the  best 
and  most  musical  performers.    After  tea,  we  sally  forth  to  walk 
in  good  earnest.     Mrs.  Unwin  is  a  good  walker ;,  and  we  have 
gei^rally  travelled  about  four  miles  before  we  see  home  again. 
When  the  days  arc  short,  we  mal(e  this  excursion  in  the  former 
part  of  the  day,  between  church-time  and  dinner.     At  nighty 
W^  lead  and  converse,  as  before,  till  supper;  and  commonly 

♦  Mr.  Madaa^% 
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'finish  the  evening  either  with  hymns*  or  a  sermon  ;   and  last  of 
ali^  the  family  are  called  to  prnyers,^ 

.While  Mr.  Covvper's  time  and  attention  were  so  fnlly  occu- 
pied with  religious  objects^  it  is  not  strange  that  his  mind  should 
be  iuipressed  with  a  desire  to  preach  the  gospel.  On  this  8ub» 
ject  he  remarks,  *•  I  have  had  many  anxious  thoughts  about 
taking  orders ;  and  1  believe  every  new  convert  is  apt  to  think 
himself  called  upon  for  that  purpose ;  —  but  it  has  pleased  God, 
by  means  whicn  iheie  is  no  need  to  particularize,  to  give  me 
fiill  satisfaction  as  to  the  pr(){)riety  of  declining  it.  Indeed,  they 
who  have  the  least  idea  of  what  1  have'sulTered  from  Hie  ArevHi 
of  public  exhibitions,  will  readily  excuse  my  never  attempting 
them  herealter.  .In  the  mean  time,  if  it  please  the  Almighty, 
I  may  be  an  instrument  of  turning  many  to  the  truth  In  a  pri- 
vate way;  and"  I  hope  that  my  endeavours  in  this  way  have 
not  been  entirely  unsuccessful.  Had  I  llie  zeal  of  Moses,  I 
should  want  an  Aaron  to  be  my  spokesman.'*— The  usefulness 
to  which  he  alludes  in  this  passage,  was  no  less  than  the  con- 
version of  almost  all  Mr.  Unwin*^  family.  The  consequent  aJ- 
teration  of  their  conduct  excited  the  »urj>rize  and  displeasure  of 
their  foriaer  intimates,  whose  round  of  amusements  bad  long 
been  undisturbed  by  appearances  of  genuine  godliness.  They 
pegretted  tliat  a  man  of  Mr.  Cowpei's  accomplishments  should 
have  been  spoiled  for  society  by  religion  ;  and  still  more,  that 
his  dehisron  should  have  infected  a  family  so  extensively  con- 
nected as  Mr.  Unwin's,  with  the  polite  inhrrbitants.  That  con- 
nexion was  soon  dissolved ;  and  their  resentment  of  the  change 
Vented  itself  in  a  calumny,  to  which  a  gross- ignorance  of  the 
principles  of  Christfan  friendsliip  afford«l  its  sole  support. 

A  solemn  and  unexpected  event  removetl  Mr.  CowpcrJoa 
vicinity  more*  congenial  with  his  feelini^s,  and  more  conducive 
to  his  profit,  fn  the  summer  of  I7^7i  Mr.Luwin  was  killed  by 
a  fall  from  his  horse.  At  that  juncture,  Mr.  Newton,  then  cu- 
rate of  OIncy,  was  travelling  thither  from  Cambridge,  and  called 
upon  Mrs.  Unwin,  by  the  desire  of  the  late  Dr.  Conyers,  who 
had  learned  from  her  son,  about  six  mouths  before,  the  happy 
change  wrought  in  her  mind.  Mr.  Newton  found  the  fagaily 
in  the  depth  of  affliction  for  their  recent  and  sudden  loss;  and 
as  they  proposed  shortly  tp  remove  from  Huntingdon,  he  in- 
vited them  to  fix  their  abode  at  OIney.  They  repaired  in  the 
following  October,  to  a  house  so  near  the  vicarage  in  which  he 
lived,  that  by  opening  a  door  way  in  a  gar<len-waH,  they  could 
exchange  mutual  visits  without  entering  the  public  street.  Mrs. 
Uuwin  kept  the  house ;  and  Mr.  Cowpcr  continued  to  boa^d 
with  her,  as  be  had  done  in  her  husband's  life-time.  Their  days 
were  spent  nearly  as  at  Huntingdon  ;  except  the  differences 
"  produced  by  a  substitution  of  frequent  evangeHcal  worship 
tor  the  daily  forms  of  prayer, -^  the  advantages  of  a  more  ex* 
tended,  religious  intercourse, —aBdthe  peculiar  friendship  of 
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Er*s  capacity  of  doing  good  to  the  poor,  was  eukrged  by  tiir 
eral  assi»timce  of  the  late  Mr.  Thornton,  who  secretly  dis- 
tributed the  bounties  which  the  providericc  of  God  had  signalljr 
ijon^eri-ed  upon  him,  by  a  variety  of  confidential  ahnoners,  ex^ 
elusive  of  the  imnis  which  he  peirsonalty  administered  to  the 
•  irelief  of  the  distres$ed>  and  to  the  advancemeot  of  the  goepeK 
lUr.  Cowper  had  previously  exerted  to  the  utmost  his  confined 
ability  for  similar  purposes.  While  at  St.  Alban'^,  he  had  atv- 
ideftaken  the  charge  of  a  httle  boy,  who  was  io  iiBiBinent  dan- 
ger of  ruin,,  tbroi^  the  depravity  add  coQ«equeat  misery  of 
£i»  parents.  At  Huntingdon  he  bad  put  this  dii)d  to  school ; 
and  having  brought  him  to  Olney^  be  re^visited  St,  Aiban's  the 
ioliovvingyciu:,  in  order  to  bind  hun  apprentice  to  a  useful  trade* 
This  lad,  whose  name  was  Richard  Coleman,  afterwards  se^ 
tied  at  Ohiey,  and  mamed  a  favourite  servant. of  Mrs.  Unwin^ 
iRihose  daughter^  by  a  former  husband,  was  brx)ught  up  by-  that 
Ipidy.  *  It  i»  to  be  lamented,  that  neither  she  nor  her  father-in^' 
iaw  praved  worthy  of  the  cbaritiiblc  advantages  by  which  they 
^ere  distinguished;  but  the  acceptance  of  such  exertions  ijot 
the  sight  of  ©ur  Heavenly  Father,  is  ilidependetit  of  the  success 
mith  vvbich  they  uiay  be  attended  on  earth.  Mrs.  Unwin,  whose 
income  was  larger,  employed  it,  to  an  unusual  degree,  in  tbe 
relief  of  poor  families. 

Mr.  Cowper's  epistolary  intercourse  with  his  friends  and  rer 
btions,  became,  tiom  whatever  cause,  less  frequent,  after  hia 
•ettlenient  at  Olney.  The  db^tance  from  Cambridge  being 
greatly  increased,;  he  could  only  occasionally  enjoy  intcrvieWi^ 
with  bis  brother.  In  February,  1770,  he  was  call^  thither 
to  attend  one  whom  he  so  dearly  loved,  in  his  last  illness.  He 
explifed  the^tli  of  the  following  nK>nth,  fefter  having  afforded 
the  most  satisfactory  evidence,  that  his  brother's  zealous  and 
affectionate  endeavours  to  promote  his  spi]:itual  welfare,  had  not 
J»een  in  yain. 

During  the  interval  that  elapsed  between  Mr.  Cowper's  •  re- 
tirement from  London  and  this  period^  it  does  not  appear  that 
he  had  employed  his  poetical  talents^  except  in  a  i'ew  occa* 
iional  hymns.  They  were,  however,  then  called  forth,  by  a 
friendly  compact  with  Mr.  Newton,  to  supply  his  congre&ratioii 
with  a  iTew  assortment  of  byoins  forpuDlic  worship.  Those 
wbichy  in  the  first  edition  of  the  Olney  collection,  are  distin- 
guished by  the  letter  C  prefixed,  demonstrate  how  well  he 
could  ^ adapt  his  Compositions  to  the  purposes  of  evangelical 
devotion.  The  degree  to  which:  his  mind  was  then  absonied  in 
jeligious  engagements,  and  the  exalted  comfort  he  enjoyed  lit 
communion  with  Christ  and  his  people,  would  not  probably 
have  been  accommodated  vvitli  ease  to  subjects  of  a  less  spiritual 
.nature.  It  is  remarkable,  that  as  the  afHictions  which  suspended 
ills  poetical  essays  |)f needed  his  jeligioni  convictions,  so  hi^ 
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tittention  fo  composition  was  renewed  before  his  privation  of 
Bpiritual  comfprt.  Heiigibi^  th^refore^  appears  gather  to  have 
stinraiated  than  to  have  impeded  His  poetical  exertions.  Had 
his  spiritual  enjoyments  extended  throughout  his  life^  it  is  pro- 
bable that  hemi^hcnot  have  writfeA  so  nyach*;  but  what  he 
liaiA  written  would  doubtless  haVe  been  more  uniformly  marked 
with  spirituality,  and  more  elevated  by  h/favenliness  of  mind. 

An  important  chantje  would^  in  th^t  cAse,  also  have  occgrred 
in  his  temporal  condition.  Mrs.  Unwinds  soni  had  taken  orders  j 
and  her  daughter  was  married  to  an  evangeHcal  ci^tgyniati. 
tier  intimate  iriendship  ^^th  Mr:  (?6<^jy^  h'adbeen  ttt^rfcd  bj^ 
an  ex<;hange  of  mutual  kindnesses  fof  setfefrtl  succe^sivef  years! 
iind,  after  fheir  removal  to  OIneyj  b^  dwellld^to^eeh^*  WithdUt 
other  inmates.  The  cordial  esteem  and  filijU  aifecrtltth*  whitli, 
Mr.  CoWper  had  at  first  entertaiticd  for  htir/  tradti ally  assumed 
the  similitude  of  a  conjogal  attachment^  ''*T^lSrh,atf  no  prospect 
of  separation  during  Kfe;  and  without  A  ihatrfmonial  d^ion,  ^6 
intimate  a  connexion  between  tlvem  Wa^  Imble  to  mdlfeVolem 
aspersipn.  The  difference  of  their  $Lges  Was  trrftrng,  trpmjiat^ed 
to  that  which  had' sifbMsted  between;  a  HoWtird/or  aJohn^i 
and  yhe  combanibtts  fot  hfe;  *rho  we^e  chos^  by  ^ho^^  etolBtetit 
^eo :  probably  f^o)ii  bl6tnres  sqmewh^t  ^imrtat  to  tho^  whiclt 
inducedt  Mr.  Cowper  td' gr6bo8e  marrin^fe'' with  Mrii  (fh^rtn.* 
Th^  time  for  accomj^lisHin^  ^heirUnton  t^as  :^xed^  when  his  ^- 
lapse  into  constituti()naf  ihj^lancholyfrustfc^^d  their  (|esfg;tr.  'Tfi 
afforded  to  Mrs.  Unwhi  Aii  occasion  of  profhtg  hers^df  wonhy 
to  have  been. the  wife  of  Cowper:  She  devoted  her  pwn  life  to 
the  -preservatioi^  of  his;  ma  it  pleased  Gotf  tio.  prosper  hci! 
eflforta  to  that  effect,  thoagh  not  to  fulfil  4ier  hopes  of  Mw  com- 

{4et^  recovery,  mr  ((fttnnt,  her  time,  her  hetdflt^  her  com^^ 
brt^  and  (in  some  i^^Sj^^)  }^^  reputation,  were  sacrifldA}  to  hi* 
safety  and  relief,  tft  heart'  Wj^s  deeply  setisible  of  whdt  He 
owed  to  her;  aqd  be  qiuly  waited  for  del^veratiee  firom'th^ 
distress  of  mind  which  unfitted  hiijli  for  evpry  social  eiigs^^ 
Inent,  to  .complete  tjfiat  ^iqh  he  had  forgied  with  Mrs.  jUnyra. 
He  has  repeatedly  ilaid,  l^at  if  he  avei*.  again  entered  a  church, 
it  wouldj  in  the  mrst  instance;  be  to  rtiar^  her.  So  groundless 
were  the  reports  that  have  been  ch-chtated,  itt  later  perjod^, 
of  the  |>roba^ity  of  bis  marriage  with  other  persons.  ^ 

fTa  6f  conchidcd  in  our  *?ci^> 


QUERIES. 

f .  How  may  we  dise^fer  a  ddl  i»  fiQ  any  panrticolar  tttu»ir 
tio«  in  the  dispensMioaa  of  Prwi^eaM  f  , 

••If  after  hamaa  oheved  a  aoailar  call  (in  ooDaeqaefice  of 

di viae  dUcction)  is  it  rawfajf  to  recede  i    '         ;,g,,,, ,,  Gc^Jle 


(     138    )        .  -  '• 

HOPE,  IN  THE  LAST  EXTREMITY. 


Tfi^  SUJBSTAN^^E  OF  ^  J>|SCOUR9.^  FEOM  JONA^H  II.  f  r  „     ,» 

'Then  liaidj  I  am  cast  out  qfthu  ^i^ ;  ytt  L  will 'look:  4rga!in  * 
•  <    toward  thy  Jialy  tMtpl6:  '■> 

Tun  greater  part  of  tbe  prophecies  contain  but  little  bis- 
tprjj;  Imt  ibis  booK.  js  an  ^xceptron.  It  ia,u  bi*tt>ry  of  a  pro- 
phecy aguhist  a  city,  wliicb  at  that  time  was  the,  metrpppJU  pf 
the.  world.  It  affords  a  singular  example  of  the  ini^uence  whi^li^ 
ibe  trae  rclif^ion,  as  presented  ajnong  the  Israelite's,  h.ad  upoa 
tbe  suiTounding  nations.  When  we  re^id  of  tbe  idolatrous  Gen- 
tileSj,  we  are  apt  tothiqk  they  were  altogether  sunk  in  ignorr 
ance  ;  and  without  any  means  of  knowing  better,  except  what 
wer6  uflbrded  by  tbe  light  of  nature.  But  in  those  early  timesjl 
God  bad  a  pepple,  as  he  l^atb  now,  who  w^rp  witnesses  for  him  ^ 
a,pd  whose  testimony  left,  a  strong  im'pr.^ssipn  on  tbe  minds  of 
ni^nkind  about  them.  if  J ohan,;.\yben  overtaken  by  the 
^mpest,  hacl  been  a  Heathen,  and  bad  committed  a  crime,  the 
fliannei^, might  have  been  alarmed  ;  ^concluding;  from  .iheii: 
gejaeral  notions  of  a,n  unseen  Providence,  that  vengeap^e  "had 
p.vi'i^taken  him  ;  — ;*biit  when  tficy  wei*^  told  that  be  was  an  |Ie-^ 
bj:ew„— and  feared  Jehovah,  tf)e  Gptl  of  Hf-*avcnj  \yh6'  made 
the  sea  and  tbe  dry  land,  but^biid  fled  from  Kis  presence,--^lh^ri 
W4?re  they.  *'  exceedingly  afraid."  T^^T  ^^^^  beard,  no  doubt, 
of  this  God  of  gods,  >^*bo  w,a§  wprshji^ped  by.,the  I|ebrcvvsj^  and 
trepablefj  at  his  judgments.  So  .when  J'onali  enterecl  int(j  Kine-r 
veh,.an(j  tbreatened.its  o.verthix>w,  If  ^cha'dibeen  an  H'eatlleri- 
soothsayer,  his  message  might  have  influenced  u  few;  buf  go- 
ver^jneiit  would  doubtless  have  apjprehended  *)iim,  aiid  either 
h^ve,  punished  ^im  as  «  disturber  of  the  public/ peace,  or  con- 
,  iinea  nim  as  a  madraau  ;  but  finding  him  to  be  a  ^>fopbet,  sient 
b^fJcbovahj,  the  God  of  Israel,  wh.psv"  judgments  upon  Eg^t 
and, other  nations  had  rung  thro'  the  .world,  they  weVe  struck 
with  amazcmtnt.  The  king  rises  from  his  throne,  lays 'aside 
his, robe,  covers  himself  witli  sackcloth,  sits  in  ashes,  arid  caused 
a  fast  to  be  proclaimed,  ijccompanicd  with  an  admonuiqn  for 
every  one  to  turn  from  his  evil  way,  saying,  "  AVho  can  tell  if 
God  will  repent,  ?irid  turn  away  from  his  fierce  anger,  that  we 
[jerish  not  r"  Greuiis  thg  forc^  of  truth  and  true  religion  upoa 
the  conscience  !  ""'*' ' 

But  let  us  observe  more  pa|ti<evliqf]y  the  Btory  of  Jonah^  in 
which  we  see  an  aflectiiTg  eiwuple  of  human  depravity,  and 
<if  tbenftystery pf.BjttiiiiciIpe*  n  GcKJl  <«pamands  him,  tcr  gf  and 
prophecy  against  Nineteb^;:  ag^e«lt  oity^  north  of  Judeu.  Id^ 
dislikes  the  errand;  and,  in  downright  rebellion,  takes  a  ship 
ibr Tar8tiish)«<^  a  sda-port  of  tb^  M^Uri;»nean>  ia  bearl j  f^' 
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southern  direction.  But  whither  can  he  flee  Irom  God's  pre- 
sence ?  Though  Buffered  to  take  his  course  for  a  while,  he  is 
8COD  pursued*  A  tempest  overtakes  him.  One  would  have 
thought  his  restless  mind  must  have  anticipated  it^  and  been 
the  first  to  interpret  it^  but  instead  of  this,  all  parties  are 
alarmed  before  him  :  — -  he  is  asleep  at  the  bottom  of  the  ship. 
A  guikj  mind  cannot  be  always  on  the  rack  of  reflexion  ;  yet 
ks  repose  is  notpeace^— -but  the  stupidity  of  horror  and,  wre'tah* 
edneas«  The  rebuke  of  the  ship-raaster  seems  scarcely  to  have 
awakened  him.  At  length,  however,  the  lot  of  God  tails  upon 
his  guilty  head.:  and  now  we  have  to  witness  a  most  huniiliat'^ 
ing  sight;— a  prophet  of  the  Most  High  God,  arraigned*  at 
the  bar  of  a  company  of  Heathen  sailors  !  We  should  have 
said.  Let  it  not  be  known  to  the  Heathen !  He,  if  he  could 
have  prayed  at  all,  would  have  said,  '*  Make  me  not  a  reproach 
to  the  fdolish."  But  God  says, ♦'It  shall  be  known."  He 
knows  how  to  vindicate  the  honour  of  his  name,  wjthout  hav- 
ing recourse  to  the  little  arts  of  concealment,  of  which  crea- 
tures commonly  avail  themselves.  Tlie  whole  must  come  out: 
-—his  country,  his  religion,  his  character,  hb  sin  !— And  do  the 
Heathens  reproach  him  f  If  they  had,  we  could  not  have  won- 
dered ;  but  It  operates  in  a  different  way.  God  knows  how  to 
soften  the  heartsrof  men  by  that  which  we  might  expect  would 
harden  them;  and  things  which  appear  to  us  rajurious  to  his 
ciuse,  sJiall  tend  to  establish  it.  They  appeal  to  him  what  they 
shall  do  to  him;  and  he  pronounces  his  own  doom.  Hu- 
manity, notwithstanding,  and  the  fear  perhaps  of  incurring  the 
displeasure  of  his  God,  struggled  hard  for  his  deliverance  ;  but 
struggled  in  vain.    He  must  be  cast  away,  or  they  must  all 

Srish.  No  time  is  to  be  lost,— they  must  come  to  a  decision, 
fting  up  their  eyes  to  Heaven,  tliey  appeal  to  God  for  the 
painful  necessity  under  which  they  acted ;  and  then,  taking  up 
^  the  unhappy  man,  **  cast  him  into  the  sea." — Reader,  had  you 
^  and  I  been  spectators  of  this  aflecting  dcene,  and  in  possession 
of  our  present  views,  we  should  probablv  have  not  only  dropped 
a  tear  ovei*  the  watery  tomb  of  the  prophet,  but  have  exclaimed. 
How  unsearchable  are  God's  judgments,  and  his  ways  past  find- 
ing out!  Viewing  the  effect  of  all  upon  the  mariners,  we 
should  have  seen  men,  who  till  now  were  strangers  to  Jehovah, 
calling  upon  his  name ;  —  we  should  have  seen,  perhaps,  the 
hopeinl  conversion  of  many,  and  rejoiced  in  the  ^^  sacrifices  and 
vows,"  which  on  this  mysterious  occasion  were  offered ;  but, 
what  would  have  been  a  damp  to  our  pjeasuipe,  we  should  have 
seen  Jonah  himself  committed  to  the  deen,  prayerless,  and,  to 
all  appearance,  without  a  ray  of  hope !  But  O  !  the  depth  of 
the  riches  of  th^  wisdom  and  knowledge  of  God !  When  the 
closing  wave  hsul  parted  him  from  human  observation,  divine 
Pr^vi^qoe  ^till  follows  hitt.    He  is  sfWallowed  by  a  great  Jish ; 

T  «  ^  . . . 
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prob£j>iy  a  sbark*«  lu  |hi$  perilous  Bitaatioi}^  bh  life  smd  fcoii* 
(ciouEneas  ai:e  preserved  4  a^id  here  he  is  brought  ux  hii  fight 
miml.  From  LeQce^  he. who  could  not  bS^iX  due  petitioQ  >¥rhito 
in  the  presence  of  the  ipariners^  "  prajs  unto  Jehovah  ^19 
iGrod."  VVh&t  were  his  prayers  ao4  the  wofiksof  liis.tnind^  he 
recorded  a&ea*  his  delivpraiice.  A  part  oil  it  is  <^ontaitied  im  the 
seoteqc^  on  which  this  diecourse  is  fpm)ded-*-'^  Tl>eii  I  snii^  I 
9MX  cast  out  of  thy  sight;  yet  I^will  look  ^^n  teward  thy  UtUy 
\emp\^"  It  describes  the  crisis  of  his  distveits^  the  fuom^ttt  m 
was  sunk  to  Uie  greatest  despoadency^  borderil^  on  utter  despfttf^ 
put  of  which  he  is  recovered  by  the  hope  of  divjne  mercy. 

^f  I  said,  I  am  cas^  out  <rf  thy  sight."— Did  he  mean  that  bo 
was  now  beyond  the  reach  of  God's  omniscieace  i  Noi^  though 
fnortal  eyes  could  follow  hju^  no  farther^  he  was  wiell  aware  of 
rj)is  being  oaked  to  the  eyes  of  him  with^boffi.he  had  to  do.  Hit 
meaning  wa3,.  I  suppo^,  that  he  was  dast  out  of  God's  favour ; 
^Uttdin^  to  the  practice?  pi  piinpes  and  great  aieD»  who  miBok, 
their  friends  into  thek  pre^nce,  hut  banish  those  who  have  «f-» 
fended  them  out  of  their  sight.  Th«iS  the  divinely^^voumd 
land  of  pcomise  is  described  as  that  on  which  '^  the  eyes,  o( 
the  Lord  were  set*  frooE^  )ke  beginning  of  the  year  to  the  end  of 
the  year ;"  and  thus  the  ohiMr^a  of  Israd,  when  dbey  had  for  a 
long  time  off(^9ded  God>  are  said  to  be  reinioY^  by  captinty 
put  of  his  sight.  Now  Jonah  had  been  favoured  of  God  in 
several  ways  :---As  an  Isaaelit^^  he  hMLloog<eni(nred  the  psean 
of  grace,  of  ^vhich  those  of  otlier  nutioiks  haa  been  destitute  1 
but  now  he  is  deprived  of  them.  '^  No  moreidbali  I  pemse  thA 
lively  oracles  oi  Jehovah!  nO  more  frequent  hia  ieoiple,  ih 
company  with  his  people !  ao  ittoie  join  io  the  mdody  of  Stool 
Far  from  ihe  holy  abodos  of  hope  and  peace,  I  die  aloms !  no 
fe|k)w-servant  of  God  to  attend  me  in  my  last  hours !  no  eyt 
to  pity  me,  nor  hand  to  )ie]p  me !  1 4ie  ao  omtrast,  aa  outcast 
of  the  heathen  P*.  H«  h^  talso  ^ea  highly  honoured  10  bcMlg 
TfiB^e  a  prophet.  The  Lord  had  employed  hidB  as  mn  umh$mrt 
^or  extraordinary;  but  haviajg  oflSeadod  hiaa,  he  amearsnov 
t^  h«  cast  off*  ^'  God/'  as  if  he  should  say,  ''^  wiU  eo^oy  me  no 
more.  In  this  shamef^jl  and  f^ainl'ul  manner  ends  >my  stewikjr|li> 
ship."  Finally,  As  a  religious  man«  hehad  enjoyed  tommMnioa 
witnGod,  and  cberislsed  hopes,  o^  everlasting  hfe:  but  dow# 
what  can  he  think  of  hieiuself,  and  'of  4^is  pros^cts  for  ^^erAit^  i 
If  by  this  language  he  mvumt  that  all  was  over  with  him>  ^ 
this  world  apd  that  to  come,  it  is  ]»o  more  tban.migt^  b^  eK^ 
pected.  Sin  must  needs  i^toud  omr  evideniees  for.  U^mt^b,  audi 
render  our  state  doubtfui/  .^  They  tba^  observer.^ing  YMiliM#. 
forsake  their  own  mepciep/'.. 

There  is  soptething  i«  thjaiaaguage  peculiarly  awfiui.  <IM*all 
tlie  ills  t^at  pan  hafuU  ui»  bomg  cast  oUt  <H'  ^od'^  «igiht  h  the 
mo^t  tp  be  drea0e4i  hf^s^  tbb  is  tJ^  fioi^ee  apd  s^imk  of  ?v4^ 

•  See  Parkhum's  Gi^ekMiCxicon^  on  wr^. 
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M  CWs  oreseooe  is  Henv^n^  to  be  >ca$t  oat  of  it  is  HeD;  Pe^ 
ftiwed  of  liis  f^vQUO  what  is  lii'ej^  even  tho^jgh  we  were  pos-» 
sessed  of  everj  earthly  cQiuiort,  and  could  iosore  it  for  a,  long 
series  of  years  i  VViiat  theo  i2)u«t  it  be  to  04i<^  in  tlxe  very  article 
pfdissokitioftf  To]iv^  without  the  divine  favour  is  tireauifd^ 
twt  to  die  without  it^  UistuC.b  more  so. 

It  is  also  ohservaUe,  how  the  punishipeQt  correspoad«  villi 
the  aaaice  of  cbe  oifence ;  and  this  wc  sbaU  &ni  to  be  a  get 
Beral  cbfucaoter  of  the  divine'  administration.  Tliey  that  tcer 
ceive  not  the  love  ot  the  tmfai  are  given  up  to  believe  a  lie; 
Receivers  are  ^oeived;  aduJtei-em  are  cast  into  a  ird,  ami  tbo^t 
that  have  coouuitted  aiiukery  with  them;  and  they  that  hava 
\ovfei  <;arsiRg,  the  (curse  sb^ll  oome  upon  them^  a^  oil  into  tl>eic 
boDes.  Thus  Jonah  Hed  from  the  presenoe  of  tl>e  Lord;  au4 
now  his  coasciefice  forebodes  the  issue^  ^^  I  am  cast  oat  of  thjr 

There*  are  two  other  remarks  which  present  themselves  from 
tkis  despondkig  ^eatence^  of  a  inoire  pleasios  comjilexion. 
One  is,  tbatj  happily  for  him,  it  was  only  Aim  iSat  said  h.  It 
was  the  puiikisbmem  awarded  by  conscience  at  xhe  time;  but 
tbe  awards  of  conscience  aie  not  finiJ.  They  lespect  vfhot 
0«g^tio  be,  if  we  hud  our  desert;  but  not  always-  what  sb<dl 
U>  Sovemgii  mercy  Ireaerves  to  itself  the  spigpt  of  revising; 
and  reversing  these  decisions.  If  the  Lord  had  said  Amea^ 
aflhad  bee*  <»ver  with  Jonah ;  but  '^  bis  thoughts  are  not  as  pur 
iheug^,  Aor  bis  w«ys  qs  omt.ways :  as  the  heavens  are  higher 
than  the  eardij  eo  are  his  thoughts  bigl^er  th^  our  thoeghtSy 
aad  bfs  w^s  than  our  way^*"  '^  Zioo  said,  the  Lord  hnth  for-? 
saken  Aer  W  the  Lord  her  G<^  <Ud  not  say  so  tool — The 
other  renwEJc  whtcb  oiBero  is,  the  piety  or  godlinm  which  jq^ 
pears  even  in  itie  despondency  o(  ibis  good  laan.  How  di€» 
feceat  is  the  spirit  <^ it  iirom  that  of  C^in  !  Future  paqisbwent  is 
sometioMs  4iistiiiguishfed  iotio  a  punishment. of  lou  and  a  pn^. 
mshmett  of  inii^«  The  Jatter  is  the  dread  of  the  wicked.  Cou]4  - 
fliey  Imt  be  easempted  from  positiare  misery,  tii^y  would  not  bo 
QUieh  cooceianed  tor  the  loss  of  God*s  favour ;  nor  indeed  at  all* 
bat  as  dtqviving  them  (^  natpral.ei^oymeBt ;  but  it  is  not  t)cKn» 
wkh  a  good  man.  Tkxt  losa  of  God's  fiavoui*  is,  to  him,  the 
heMria3t#f  ^  punishments.  This  was  the  distress  of  Jonak, 
Oneseeain  him  also,  m  hi%  darkest  ^«l£,  ».tenderness  of  ^x^ 
niag  agamst  Ood^  by  being  any  otherwise,  accessary  to  his  qw» 
death,  ibaa  tsi  owttiqg  what  wi^s  his  desert.  Some  raen^  if 
^  had  fell  half  bis  burden,  would  have  pbifigad  themselvea 
into  the  aeafi  bat  he,  humfliaung,  as  it  must  he,  pronoiinces  his& 
Mm  doom^  and  stibi^its  to  be  cast  away  by  their  hands !  t 

But  we  banre  now  nrri  ved  at  the  period  of  bis  deje|$tion,  Lo^ 
vbsn  he  was  jnst  giving  up  aU  for  iost;  nay»  when  he  had 
MaaBy  pconc«iiiced  bis  doopi ;  whea  d«q^  had  Iwl  hoM  upqi^ 
biffl^  anq  h^  seemed  already  i^  his  grave^«-a  thought  glances 
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Ii€iro0sbis  mtrid  -,  a  gleam  of  hope  accompanies  !t>— yet,  before 
1  die,  ^'Iwill  look  agaw  toward  thy  holy  temple!"  This 
ihought  proves*  a  resarrection  to  his  ^ul. 

But,  let  us  observe  what  it  was  on  which  his  hope  at  this 
•Becting  crisis  caught  hold.  Was  4t  the  temple,  the  materiat 
ImiUlirig,  to  which  he  looked  for  relief?  Surely,  not.  An  Israelite 
in  nafrie  only,  mi^^ht  have  indulged  a  superstitious  confidence 
in  the  place:  bttt  Jonah  looked  farther.  It  was  to  the  temple, 
with  respect  to  him  that  dwelt  therein,  and  the  manner  in  which 
he  dwek  therein,  ni\me\y,ttpon  the  mercy -seat,  ox  propitiatory^ 
that  be  looked.  If  expressed"  in  New  Testament  lahgua^e,  it 
would  be  looking*  to  God  through  a  Mediator,  who  is-otfr  Advo- 
cate with  the  Father,  and  whose  advocacy  is  fouJided  on  his 
Iiaving  been  made  a  propitiation. 

The  encouragement  which  the  prophet  felt  toIootctowsTd 
the. temple  for  relief,  appears  to  have  arisen  from  two  source^ 
■iamely,-— scrip? Mrc  and  experience.  The  prhyer  of  Sotemon  at 
the  dedication,  was  recorded  in  the  scriptures,  and  most  have 
been  famHrar  to  every  godly  Israelite.  After  havingentiraerated 
^iveis  partieular  casefe,  lie  adds,-^-**  What  prayer  and  supplica- 
tion soever  be  made  by  any  man,  or  by  all  thy  people  Israel^ 
who  shall  knovr  every  mrin  the  plague  of  his  own  heart,  amJ 
•hall  spread  "forth  his  hands  toward  this  house,  then  hear  thoil 
in  Heaven  thy  dwelling-plaoe,  and  forgive,  and  do,  and  give, 
&C  1  Kings  vHi.  \sp.  This  was  doubtless  a  directory  for  Jonah, 
when  other  help  failed ;  and  the  answer  given  to  Solomon,  ^  I 
'have  heard  thy  prayer,  and  thy  supplication  that  thou  hast  made 
before  me,^  turned  all  hi^  pciitlons  into  promises.  Here  there- 
fore was  rest  for  the  soul  ot  every  distiessed  Israelite,  throaghoot 
their  generations ;  and  for  Jonah,  tho?ugh  in  the  tnost  deplora- 
ble state.  **  I  will  look,'*  saith  he,  **  toward  thy  holy  temple ;  and 
hear  thoii  from  Heaven  thy  dwelling-plaoe ;  and  forgive,  and 
&>,  and  give  V*  To  scripture-direction  was  added  former  expe- 
Kence.  The  language  implies,  that  this  was  not  the*  first  time 
that  Jonah  had  look^  to  the  temple  for  relief.  He  bad  looked 
before,  and  would  now  look  aeain.  It  had  long,  no  doubt,, 
been  his  practice,  under  every  load  of  guilt  or  sorrow  of  any 
Knd,  to  repair  to  the  mercy-seat,  where  Jehovah  had  promised 
to  comipune  with  his  people.  This,  to  Old  Testaiiient  believers, 
was  as  common  as  coming  to  ^^  the  throne  of  grace,  that  we 
may  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  tts  in  traic  of  need," 
k  to  believers  under  the  New  Testament;  and  hawiAg  formerlv 
found  relief  in  looking,  they  would  be  encouraged  ^to  look 
again.  It  is  a  good  use  to  make  of  past  expericDees,  to  take 
encouragement  from  them,  to  make  renewea  a(^iIic«tions  for 
Hicrcy.  They  arc  not  designed  for  a  pillow  of  lepose  imder  the 
load  of  a  guilty  conscience ;  nor  the  source  from  which  .oof 
fomfb^t  is  to  be  derived  \  but  a  dii^ictory  to  point  us  ^  t^e  Si^ 
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^oQ];^  and  an  enpouragemeut  that  y^jd  ^{fall.upt apply  lofaiaii in 

w;.  ■-'■-■-  /    '  ;■■■  y-\  ■        ;     '  ; 

From  the  whole  we  .^eani,  tbti  tollo>ving  important  ijistriic- 
tJons: — First,  The  grpait  evil  of  departing  from  God,  and  of  flj-r 
ingin  the  face  of  his  commandmct^ts.,  The  story  of  Jonah  leaves 
an  impressiopi  behind  it  of  the  justr*ess  9.f...bis  own  reflegtii>n, 
**  ThfQ'  that  observe  lying  vauiLtes,  forsake  their  own  mercies.'* 
What  are  all  the  reasonings  of. tlie  fie^li  attain st  God*s  revealed 
will?  \  aniiie;3,  ^y^^g  vanities;  th^  end  of  which,  if  grace  pre- 
vent not,  will  be  dea^l;  Sejcpnd)}', — Yet  if  any  one  have  sin-: 
ned^  let  him  not  despair.  While  there  is  a  propitiation,  an  A44 
vocate  %vith  th^  Father,  to  desipair  were  to  add  sin  lo  suil 
Tiiirdly, — If,  through  aiu  we  have  lost  the  light  of  God's  countc- 
iiAOce,  and.  woukl  recover  it,  it  must  be  sought  in  the  same  way  as 
ma^ia  which  we  first  pbta^ped  it..  If  ever  we. regain  rest  to  oar 
fiOnls  af^r  having  baclcsliddcii  and  lost  il,  it  in'ust  be  by  apply-, 
ijQgto  hii^i?  as  guilty,  tinvyortl^y,  at^d  perishing  ^inners^  in  treating 
lo  JbjB  fo;;^iveu  throiij^h'tlm  b,loodshedding  ot  the  Saviour,  l^h^ 
was  tfee  manner  in  vvJuch  wje  first  loqked ;  aijd  in  tl^is  mannejr 
we  must  look  again.  Fourthly,*— Draw  no  positive  conclui 
*ion3C>f.4Jie.sta^e,of'the  dead-from  what  we  ^e^in  the  last  houra 
iif ,4;fcw  life.  There  may  be  no  ground  to  couclude  any  tlwnff 
Jn  .tfe^ir  favour  :  yet  tne'  Case  of  J^nali  is  suf^cient.to  deter  us 
fmm. concluding  thaf^ they Jare  lost.  Had  we  boeii.pripsent  whei^ 
^e  >?^  convicted  iaikl^ast  awaj^^imd  .had  seen  the  manner  ifi 
wbi9h'he  went  dovvn.^^a^ie.,>(^'?;*i^ry  gravp.jve  Blight  have  drawa 
aii»uiifavx>urabl^  jctjUcWiqp^  of  him'.  ,.  All  <hat  took  place  of  a 
fi^y^IurHble  Jiind*  jyii^af^ai-.^j^jpij  huQ^ii'i  ^y^l^^^^  ^^^^  b™*  Sucli 
a.Qa;^  pjcuvps  t|^^.p9^,sj()i^^tj(^fqL.|>enitent  afid.believing  look  to 
1%  ineff.cy;-^eat| , ,when^  the  pjAt^'is  reniove.d.^e^'ond . tlie Jcen  of 
huipaii  observaftio^  ;  Jaijiif '.tlni  U  sufficient  to'i^^vicb  us  onr  owa 
ignprknceV  aud  'iu.cp]j|ijfjli^^  .ip^  jV^^^^  V-t  thi^.^H^P^e  3fate  of  auj 
lodiviidluaL^^  .  ^  .  "r^y-,^^;:  „^  n^/,^  .^..j;^  \**'  \,\,.        Gaiua.  ^ 

GeritT^mM;  *  * '  "^'-''To  the  EditoriV  '  c-^3-^  >  -  --^  '[ 
I  i>  K  M  i  V  a  ve.  tQ^  add  re  ss  V  .^  a  o  i  *  *..  (  i  1  io  R\  o  n .  the  Mippott  4tte 
to  thje  h  d  t  h  f ul  ni  1  n  i  s  ters  pf  t  h  e  gospe  1  fpr  tb  e  i  r.  i  iripor  ti  m  t  service? , 
In.npiv  last*,  1  enaeavourcd .to  cxaniiiije  with  candonr  and  vm- 
parji^Uty, — ^'  WHat'js  a  justreinuneratipn  froih  Jthe  members  of 
acpfigregauonlo'their  mipister?**     1  hope  that  the,su[)jecl"bi^ 


equity.    ,To  those  who  are  ready  v«^.«..«- 
^jripiibn,  no  higher  standard  shall  \)q  pfopo*-:ed  ;  bnt  let  tHVnr^ 
tiike  fieed  that  they  do  not  fall  below  if.     The  geuerou*  Ulsvi' 

*;Sc«tb»'fiyaiuiMag*'fiKr)ft4f  Niioeip^r,  p.  357. 
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^ekof  Christ,  Who  arc  Aatiy,  ane  not  numbered  with  ttiis  ck^; 
nor  are  referred  to  the  same  rule;  they  are  left  to  the  dictates 
of  their  benevolent  hearts,  winch  Will  ^aggest  liberal  things,  and 
tTuis  displiiy  their  respect  for  the  i^inistry  of  the  gospel,  and  de* 
Eght  in  the  ordinances  of  the  sanctuary ! 

Stewards  and  Deacons,  ye  are  intretited  to  consider,  that  on 
you,  in  a  grcnt  measure,  the  efficacy  of  the  reasoning  on  this 
subject  depends,  and  to  exeityotfrselres  in  yonr  important  of- 
fice. Circulate  the  letters  oi)  tWs  subject  in  the  congregation, 
among  th^sc  who  do  not  give*  what  is  equitable ;  and  try  to  stir 
them  up  to  do  justly,  Persofts'^d  are  rising  in  the  worid,  re- 
jtiindofr  their  obligations  to  ati  infci*^se  of  support;  and  let  not 
one  who  is  able  to  gire,  contihiie  attending  from  month  to 
Btontli^  without  bein^  apphed  Co  for  his  equit^le  subscription. 
'  Remember,  my  frifentfs,  it  is  ps  mdHh  your  duty  to  attend  tor  tlA 
tliese  things,  and  to  make  hjyo^ffcusiness  to  attend  to  thettt. 
Mid  for  this  purpose  to  kno\t'  wbb'th^  people  hre  thrii  statedly 
conie  to  worship,  as  it  is  foir  a  wifiL^^r  to  preach  the  go^p^ 

Eitrely  and  faithfully,  and  to  seefe'tfi^  salvation* of  al(  who  lieaf 
Jori.  ;,   '  J,  ' [  ^  "     '   '   '     '    '    '      ■'  '      * 

••^'It^w  paftK^i^tatly  recommended  in  sttt^ll  congrejja,t}oifi,  to 
iaalte  tlie  uttnV^^t  exevtions  for  thi6  stippwrtbf  the  ministtfp  ^elr- 
idns  of  substanefe  resrding  in  such  plAc6«;  shduM  feelthemsdv^ 
tnder  peculiar  obligations  to  rfevrse  ttberatthrr^s ;  and  alt  ^hfoold 
itand  forward  according  to  their" kbflitiis.  'The  deacons  shbula 
tot  forget  one  individt^al  whJcari  fend  the*  smallest  aid.  What 
<ir6nders  did  Mr.  VV'^sley  do'  b^^  tfie  penny  k  ^eek,  whtcW  the 
jH>orest  of  tlie  people  were  acbustdtoedto  give  !  But  when  all 
m  the  congregation  have  diu'e'^hat  they  catt,  ill 'the  pW^itt 
state  ofthings,  while  all  tlie  sfa^des  of  liVirtg  are  scTliJgh,  theH 
IS  need  of  more-  It  is  theitfiirc  jEfkrnestlytoh^  i*'1sned,  that 
Ae  opulent  christians  in  a  coiinty,  ^otlH  regard  tt  as  a  dtity  td 
fiubscribe  to  the  aid  of  every  small  congregation,  in  thafcountyi 
Five  guineas  a  year  dittrifautcd  » ttm  way  bj  the  richest,  and, 
'half  ttmt  MiQi  by  a  second  class  of  people,  ot  less  substance  l^ut 
eqdal  genero^ty.  Would  incneas^  the  salary  of  ministers  t>f  poor 
and  small  congregations^  at  least  twenty,  or  five-and-twe^ty 
pounds  a  year. 

There  is  another  resource : — London  contains  a  vety  great 
number  of  opulent  christians,  who  were  origfoally  from  th^ 
country.  If  thet-e  §ood  men  were  to  subscribe  tO  each  of  the 
small  congregations  in  their  native  county,  as  a  totert  ol  grati'^ 
tude  for  benelits  there  received,  and  more  especially  to  the  oni^ 
where  they  attended  in  their  eaxly  years,  and  peiliaps  fooud  spi- 
ritual benefit,  or  were  admitted  to  communion  with  tire  <^hiU'rcl^^ 
it  would  be  a  very  suitable  and  Acceptable  display  df  chiristian 
benevolence,  and  tend  to  the  advancement  ot  the  kingdom  of 
Je>ius  Christ. 

In  opposidoirtoifU*w)Hch  Aat^boeO'adductd  m-the  way  o^ 
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ON  TH»  SUPPORT  OF  MINISTERS.  14.5 

reasoning  and  exhortation,  some  think  it  sufficient  to  say^— 
"  ft  is  2c^  to  keep  ministers  poor :"  but  no  one  is  pleading  for 
riches,  but  a  competeot  provision.  The  objectors  have  surely 
forgotten  the  mind  of  God,  as  expressed  by  the  lips  of  Agur,  in 
Prov.  XXX.  7—^ ;  for  he  represents  the  temptations  of  poverty 
to  be  very  great,  as  well  as  those  of  riches.  The  desire  of  the 
advocate  for  ministers,  is  to  place  them  remote  from  both.  In 
order  to  bring  the  judgment  of  these  gentlemen  to  coincide  with 
his,  he  only  wishes  tor  thetn,  what  they  wish  for  ministers. 
That  the  Lord  may  make  them  poor  for  seven  years..  Like  Ne- 
buchadnezzar, tliey  wil^  lejirn  wisdom,  and  at  the  close  of  that 
state  of  probation,  give  tip  their  objection. 

The  mere  representation  of  the  matter  will  carry  with  it  suf- 
ficient motives  to  thousands,  who  never  before  attended  to  the 
sobject.  Others  need  only  to  be  toid,  that  it  will  conduce 
greatly  to  th«  comfort  of  ministers  and  their  families,  and  is 
really  necessary  for  their  support;  and  besides  that,  it  is  but  an 
equitable  return  for  their  laborious  and  afteotionate  services. 

It  might,  in  addition,  be  urged  on:  stich  as  feel  not  the  force^ 
of  these  motives,  that  their  own  interest  is  at  stake ;  because^ 
mens'  observance  of  their  duty  and  the  blessing  of  God,  are  so 
closely  connected,  that  without  the  former,  a  professor  of  ireli- 
gioQ  has  no  reason  to  expect  the  latter.  We  have  full  proof  of 
tnisfrom  the  mouth  of  God  himself  in  the  prophecies  of  Haggai, 
(eh.  i.)  but  more  particularly  to  the  subject  now  under  dis- 
cussion, in  Malachi  iii.  8— 10.  "  Will  a  man  rob  God?  Yet 
Shave  robbed  me*  But  y^  say,  ifrherein  have  we  robbed  thee? 
tithes  and  offerings.  Ye  are  cursed  with  a  curse:  for  ye 
have  robbed  me,  even  this  whole  nation.  Bring  ye  all  the  tithe* 
into  the  storehouse^  that  there  may  be  meat  in  mine  house,  and 
prove  me  now  herewith,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  if  1  will  not 
open  you  the  windows  of  Heaven,  and  pour  you  out  a  blessings 
that  tnere  shall  not  be  room  enough  to  receive  it.'*     Compare 

•with  this  passage  Nehemiah  xiii.  10—12.  The  matter  is  re- 
corded for  the  instruction,  doubtless,  of  every  succeeding  age, 
that  the  sin  of  withfiolding  from  the  ministers  of  religion  their 

.  due  support, .  restrained  the  divine  blessing,  and  provoked  God 
to  send  a  curse  in  its  place;  and  that  he,  m  infinite  mercy,  de- 
siroas  of  loading  them  with  benefits,  enjoins  the  observance  of 
the'u:  duty  to  bis  servants  who  ministered  in  his  sanctuary,  in 
order  that  he  might  remove  the  curse,  and  pour  upon  them  ther 
fruits  of  his  bounty  in  rich  abundance. 

The  advancement  of  religion  in  our  dear  native  country,  is 
another  consideration  of  the  greatest  weight.  It  has  ple«ised 
God,  in  an  eminent  degree,  to  diffuse  of  late,  a  spirit  or  atten- 
tion to  the  v?Qrd  of  life,  a  readiness  and  desire  to  hear  it  beyond 
what  was  formerly  known ;  and  there  seems  hardly  an  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  a  more  extensive  propagation  of  the  gospel,  but 
a  want  of  due  support  for  the  ministers  of  Christ.  Should  this 
fee  Wanting  ? 
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To  conclude^  Let  every  professor  of  religion  consider  the  mat-* 
ter  serioijsly,  as  in  the  presence  of  the  heart-searching  God  ; 
aqd  exauiiiie  whether  he  has  sowed  sparingly  or  bountifully ;  and 
let  him,  for  the  time  to  come,  render  to  the  ministers  of  Christ 
their  due,  as  well  as  to  others.  Let  de;u:ons,  especially,  re- 
flect how  much  depends  on  them.  Let  all  weigh  with  senous 
att(ention  the  dictates  of  th^  Spirit  of  God  on  the  subject  in  C  Cor. 
ix.  7 — 14.  Gal.  vi.  (5,  7.  and  1  Tim,  v.  17,  18.  Let  prayer 
succeed  meditation:  and  when  you  rise  from  your  knees,  let 
the  heart  suggest  what  is  duty,  and  act  according  to  the  dictates 
of  this  sober  and  pious  liour.  ^ 

1  am.  Gentleman,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

London,  Feb,  19,  1803.      -  A.  Z. 

•  ^/"•  J8.  When  phtns,  however  reasonable  and  beneficial^  are 
left  as  orphans  to  the  care  of  the  wide  world,  they  often,  in  ^ 
considerable  degree,  fail  of  their  effect.  But  when  a  few  public- 
spirited  men  form  tliemselves  into  a  committee,  and  undertake 
the  patronage  of  the  business,,  it  has  a  thousand-fold  greater 
success.  It  is  most  devoutly  to  be  wished,  tliat  some  gentlemen 
in  London  would  step  forward,  and  take  the  charge  of  this  pro- 
posal ;  and  by  some  means  pre^  it  home  on  the  attention  of 
the  managers  and  individuals  of  every  congregation  in  the 
kingdom.  Your  labour  of  love,  gentlemen,  will  not  be  lost. 
Tbe  words  of  Jesus  to  bis  faithful  disciples  at  the  last  day,  will 
he  found  applicable,  and  be  addressed  to  you  :—*^  I  was  hun- 
gry, and  ye  gave  me  meat;  1  was  thirsty,  and  ye  gave  me  drink ; 
1  was  naked,  and  ye  clothed  me. — Verily  I  say  unto  you,  inas- 
miioh  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  the  least  of  these,  my  brathreDj^ 
ye  have  done  it  unto  me." 


.    ON  TRLTH. 


There  ncv«r  was  an  error  in  the  woi'ld  but  what  bad  som^ 
rc^^emblunce  to  tiulli,  either  more  or  less:  and  hence  it  is  there 
are  eiH|uIrers  after  truth,  who  are  deceived  by  a  specious 
appearance,  and  thereby  are  unwarily  drawn  aside  into  the 
paths  of  error.  If  we  consider  the  numerous  controven-ies  which 
arc  now^.and  ever  have  been  in  the  world  about  rch'gi4>n,  and 
what  diversity  ol*  opiuiops  tUere  are  on  ahnost  every  article  of 
the  Christian  faith,  vvc  shall  be  ready  to  conclude  there  are  more 
errors  irt  iheoloLcy  than  in  any  other  system.  Perhaps  Uiis  may 
occ:>sion  some  pious  Ciulstian,  as  it  does  \\\<i  men  <»f  the  worlJf 
to  'jliink  rather  hardly  of  (unl,  because  tliat  which  most  inti- 
mately concerns  our  best  interests,  is  so  perplexed  with  dis- 
putes. Some  persons,  not  willing  to  give  themselves  the  trou- 
ble of  thinking  scrionsK'  on  the  subject,  have  coachided,  that 
giiiee  the  doctrines  of  Christianity  appear  so  dubious,  they  are 
not  Very  important ;  and  lienee  arises  the  modern  opinion,  that 
it  does  riot  signify  much  what  a  man's  faith  is,  jf  his  practice  be 
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bnt  Tight.  I  believe  this  is  the  true  cause  of  that  general  indif- . 
ference  to  reiiei^us  opinions  which  prevails  so  much  irt  the 
world.  This  istheerror  of  the  times ;  and  many  good  men  have 
fallen  into  it  For  the  satisfaction  of  those  whose  minds  are 
tmsettled  on  this  subject,  1  will  briefly  endeardnr  to  point  out , 
the  cfiases  of  error,  and  best  method  of  attaining  a  just  idea  of 
the  fdndamentat  doctrines  of  Christianity. 

The  prrocipal  criterion  of  truth  is,  that  it  is  consistent.    Tlie  ^ 
more  you  examine  it,  the  brighter  will  its  evidence  appear.    The 
resemblance  of  error  to  truth  is  only  on  one  side;  and  if  you . 
carefully  survey  it  all  round,  ydu  will  detect  its  fallacy.   Ilencc, ' 
in  order  to  form  a  just  judgment,  a  man  must  have  a  compre- 
hensive understanding,  that  he  may  be  able  to  view  all  the  se-. 
veral  parts  of  a  subject  at  once,  to  see  their  relation  to  each' 
oiher^the  various  consequences  necessarily  resulting  from  them, 
and  the  difGcuUies  with  which  they  are  attended.     This  qiiali- 
fication  is  especially  useful  in  finding  out  the  true  sense  of  scrip- 
tore.     Many  persons  form  very  inconsistent  notions  of  divine 
truth,  by  confining  their  attention  to  one  or  two  detached  pas- 
sages; therefore  it  is  necessary  in  a  text,  to  observe  how  it  ac- 
cords with  the  rest  of  the  Bible  ;  and,^in  examining  a  doctrine, 
to  observe  its  conformity  with  others :  this  is  properly  called  the 
Analogy  of  Faith.  But  all  men  do  not  possess  a  comprehensive 
understanding,  so  useful  in  investigating  the  truth.     For  the. 
comfort  of  every  true  Christian  therefore,  let  it  be  observed,  there 
is  another  qaalification  more  important,  and  which  partly  sup- 
plies tlie  want  of  this ;  I  mean  holiness  of  life.     Now  none  can 
rightlyobey  the  commands  of  God,  but  those  whose  hearts  have 
been  regenerated  by  the  Spirit  of  God;  then  have  they  tasted 
that  the   Lord  is  gracious.    They  have  seen  the  odiousness  of 
«n,  its  desert,  and  their  danger  by  it;  they  have  felt  the  power 
of  the  Spirit  in  enabling  them  to  repent,  and  in  civing  them  faith. 
tobeljeve  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  they  sec  nis  amazing  love 
in  dying  for  them,  the  inestimable  value  of  Iris  atonemcut,  and 
his  complete  sufficiency  to  answer  the  demands  of  God's  law ; 
they  see  the  inflexible  justice  of  God  the  Father,  his  infinite 
mercy,  and  his  unspotted  holiness,  strikingly  displayed  in  the 
plan  of  human  redemption ;  and  they  feci  the  power  of  the 
Spirit  enabling  them  to  subdue  their  sins,  and  to  render  sincere 
obedience  to  the  commands  of  God.    The  Apostle  says,  '*  It 
is  a  good  thing  that  the  heart  be  established  with  grace.      And 
hideed  so  it  is:   an  experience  of  the  grace  of  God  towards 
them,  mightily  strengthens  their  belief  of  the  truths  of  the  gos- 
pel.   Will  they;  who  have  seen  ^nd  felt  all  that  has  just  been 
mentioned,  deny  the  doctrine  of  hnnian  depravity,  the  deity  and 
atonement  of  Christ,  the  divinity  and  agency  of  the  Spirit,  and 
the  necessity  of  repentance,  faith,  and  good  works  ?    No  :  they 
are  rooted  and  ground^  in  love;  they  have  a  witness  within 
themselves  pf  the  truth  of  these  doctrines ;  they  will  firmly  ad^ 
y^xt  to  the  genuine  peculiar  principles  of  Christianity,  though 

i  '  **  Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


148,    '  ON,TR.UT».., 

they  cannot  answer  every  obje£lioD  which  may  be  mtsed  against' 
them;    nor  shall  the  ingenuity  and  sophistry  of  ooregeneratc 
men;  often  prevail  so  far  as  to  pervert  then)  from  th<  iaicti  of  the 

If  it  be- true)  that  there  are  more  errors  among  prpiestiag 
Christiansy  thaii  among  philo^pher«  of  any  class,  the  reasoo  if, 
there  are  no  doctrines  in  ^qy  of  the  sciences  $0  diametrically  op- 
ppsitc  to  the  inveterate  *prej.vcliQe^  of  the  Jiuoun  heart  as  those  of 
Qhristiaaity  are.  But  the  truth  of  this  assertion  wholly  depends 
upon  the  signification  which  is  annexed  to  th«  fvm  CArisiiam^ 
Some"^ there  are  whp  assume  this  name;  but  have  op  more  rigbt 
to  it,  th^n  the  idiot  h?s  to  be  called  a  mathematician*  Those 
4vho  really  are  Christians,  by  reading  the  &an)e  Bible  wd  being 
taught  by  the  ^pme  Spr'jit,  arc  nearly  of  the  s.aroe  sentiments ;  bvt 
because  they  have  been  accustomed  to  view  things  throi)gh  a 
different  nuedium,  and  to  use  different  terms,  there  appears  mof^ 
difference  among  them  than  in  fact  there  really  is. 

Theological  errors,  and  indeed  ervors  of  every  kind,  may  be 
partly  attributed  to  rhc  ignorance  which  necessarily  attends  this 
state  of  mortality.  Tbis  reason  is  sufficient  to^c^ount  for  ^rrors^ 
in  lesser  matters  of  religion;  but  I  apprehc^^^  it  is  inadequate 
to  account  fqr  those  which  relate  tp  the  luore  essential  parts: 
for  any  man  of  a  moderate  capacity,  notwidM^tandijQg  the  iinper* 
fection  of  his  reason,  reading  the  Bible  un^f r  thctordinary  iQ^  ' 
fluences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  will  not  make  such  gross  mistake 
about. the  main  truths  of  Christianity  as  we  hear  daily  in  tlie 
"world*  The  grand  cause  is,  that  men  enter  upon  the  study  of 
theology  with  depraved  hearts.  However  detrimental  ignorance 
may  be  to  the  cause  of  truth,  a  depraved  heart  and  ungodly  con^ 
duct  are  more  so,  Whpn  men  neglect  the  plaip  declarations  of 
scripture,  they  are  never  likely  to  understand  its  more  myste** 
rious  paris^  The  doctrines  of  the  gospel  arq  ditectly  levelled  at 
pride;  which,  of  all  other  vices,  is  the  most  pniverseU  and  the 
ippst  deeply  rooted.  Their  hearts  will  revolt  at  them:  and 
wnen  m^n  will  net  attend  to  the  JBible,  but  indulge  tbeir  own- 
imaginations,  they  will  fall  into  an  infinite  variety  of  errors^ 
there  is  no  end  of  speculation.  They  may  choose  wioi  system 
tliey  please^  or  frame  a  new  theory  for  themselves,  h  signifies 
very  little  what  system  they  adopt  in  preference  to  othcrB^  or 
whether  they  believe  ip  any  at  all;  for  they  only  seek  togra^ 
tify  a  vain  curiosity,  and  do  not  consider  the  innuence  which 
^eir  principles- should  have  upon  their  conduct;  whereas  the 
children  of  God  '*  desire  the  sincere  milk  of  the  word,  fbattfaey 
may  grow  thereby/'  The  doctrines  of  Christianity  arc  of  very 
little  use,  when  they  are  abstracted  from  its  practical  influence* 
All  the  knowledge  which  God  communicates  to  his  children,  is 
given  to  them  for  their  improvement;  and  they  only  can  ecpect 
to  have  greater  degrees  communicated  unto  them,  who  carefully 
improve  that  which  they  already  posses^j    **  For,  whosoevei; 
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badi>  to  bim  shall  be  given ;  and  he  shall  have  more  abundance  : 
*^  but  whosoever  hath  not,  from  him  shall  be  taken  away,  evcit 
that  he  hath."  Matt.  xiii.  1.  "  If  any  man  will  do  bis  wiU« 
he' shall  know  of  the  doarine,  whether  it  be  of  God.** 
Jobn  vL  !?♦ 

Upon  the  whole,  he  who  dilltijently  obeyeth  all  known  truth; 
who  reads  his  Bible  in  a  dependeoce  upon  divine  illumination, 
^d  compares  one  part  with  another^  and  the  whole  with  hi« 
own  experience,  takes  the  best  method  to  find  out  the  tnilhn 
and  get  the  comfort  of  it  to  his  own  soul.  Fabicjs^ 


I   >     I     ■     iM  '|l  illlliUll      ; 

ORIGINAL  LETTER  FROM  THE  HEV.  MR.  ROBE^ 

iUNISTER  OF  KILSYTH,  SCOTLAND, 

TO  THE  REV.  S.  L— ^,  LONDON-, 

Jtmtcting  the  great  Out-pouring  of  the  Spirit  of  God  en  tie 
Ordiniinces,  and  the  Revival  of  Kcligioji  in  the  West  of  Sci^i-' 
land  at  that  Time, 


Rev.  Sm,  Feb.  9,2,  11 4^. 

I  HASTEN  to  gratify  yonr  wishes,  ^^  to  know  how  the  work 
^f  God  goes  on  with  us ;  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  theacc^iin|i 
of  it  wiU  fill  your  heart  with  joy,  and  your  mouth  with  pmisc. 
The  Lord's  appe^Ahance  in  his  glory,  to  build  up  his  Zion,  con- 
tinaeth  and  inereaseth.    There  was  a  proposal  from  the  pray- 
jng  societies  at  Edinburgh,  transmitteil  in  short  printed  memo* 
rials  to  us  and  other  places,  to  set  opart  Friday  the  18th,  now 
past,  for  thanksgiving  to  the  God  of  our  salvation,  for  what 
lie  has  done  in  watering  several   comei*s  of  this  church;  and 
for  prayer,  tliat  it  may  be  more  general.    The  societies  met  at 
night:  Mr.  Sp— s  assisted  me:  we  had  a  good  and  gre^it  day; 
the  Holy  Ghost  was  poured  forth,  and  there  was  a  serious  con- 
cern apparentiy  among  the  people.     Mr.  S.  and  I  l>ad  much 
dealing  with  many  after  the  sermon^  bat  it  was  only  witli  those 
who  had  been  under  soul-exercise  before.     But  4icar  now  the 
Ironders  of  sovereigp  grace,  to  worthless  and  sinful  ministet 
and  people!  Whereas  the  awakening  influences  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  had  been  suspended  for  three  winter-months,  they  ap- 
peared again  in  this  coagregation  on  Sabbath  se'ennight.  Since 
whicli  day,   nine  has  bten  with  me,  under  such  concern  as 
obliges  them  to  seek  after  instruction  and   direction.    I  heard 
last  night  of  two  others,  who  have  not  been  with  me.    Tivo  of 
those  awakened  last  Lord's  Day,    are    under   creat   distress; 
one  of  them  was  liately  married,  and  of  a  blameless  life.    The 
Lord  can  overcome,  when  he  pleases,  the  excuse  of  "  I  have 
married  a  wife  and  cannot  come."    The  other  is  a  married  wo- 
man, who  never  was  of  a  religious  character,  but  descended  of 
godly  parents,  deceased  some  years  since ;-  and  1  hope  the  Lord 
is  now  beginning  to  heir  the  prayers  that  they  fornderly  put  up 
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li*  their  children.  Dear  Sir,  praise  and  give  timnks  to  the 
Ood  and  Father  of  oiir  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  tor  these  new  visits 
at'  Metcy,  that  it  may  he  continued ;  and  that  I  may  have  grace 
and  strength  given  Hie  to  hnf^rove  it  for  myself  and  tliem,  to 
the  glory  of  God  \  and  that  m  thU  ''  accepted  time  and  day 
of  saWation,"'  we  may  not  ''  receive  the  grace  of  God  in  vain/* 
All  these  are  awakened  without  those  painful  effects  upon  their 
bodies,  which  have  been  (though  unjustlv^  objected  against  in 
tHher  cases* 

There  were  also,  abont  three  weeks  ago,  about  ten  boys  in  the 
town  of  Kilsyth,  who  of  themselves  associated  for  prayer  :  ^ome 
of  them  had  been  the  riiost  wicked  in  the  place.  They  are  re- 
formed^  meet  twice  a  w^^k,  and  are  in  a  hopeful  way.  Tke 
JLord  has  done  all  this  for  iis,  for  his  holy  name  s  sake,  and  hath 
•liewn  himself  to  be  the  hearer  of  prayer.  And  when  for  three 
ntoiiths  he  bad  proved  that  I  coula  not  awaken  one  soul  with 
atl  i»y  earnest  endeavours,  he  hath  done  it  when  I  was  nol 
bokingfor  it:  and  manifested  that  it  is  altogether  his  work, 
and  it  should  he  wondorous  in  our  eyes.  At  Cumbernaud^^  a 
ckxM'  great  and  effectual  is  kept  open,  though  there  arc  many 
;idv^rsaries,  and  great  opposition  made  by  some. 

At  Cambuslaug,  I  hear  they  observed  Friday  the  18tfc,  con- 
grCgationally  ;  and  there  was  a  great  concern  and  uncommon 
siotion  among  the  peui>le;  hut  have  heard  no  paiticulars.  1 
lutve  aecomits  this  week  that  the  awakening  continues  at  Gar-» 
gt^t^ooGk^t^  s^>me  degree,  and  at  St.  Ninian's;  and  that  .every 
wving  proceeds  hopefully  in  these  congregations.  I  have  learned 
»l^  this  week,  that  this  blessed  worn  has  entered  into  other 
congregations  about  Muthel ;  but  having  no  particulars,  I- 
bave  written  to  Mr.  H.  from  whom  I  expect  soon  to  hear.  It  i& 
certain  the  work  is  in  some  degree  in  Kilmarnock,  near  Dum-» 
barton. 

.  I  have  thns  given  yon  wliat  occurs  to  me  at  this  time :.  you'll 
tlo»bUess,  when  you  see  Mr.  Whitefield  acquaint  him  of  this, 
and  that  I  remember  him  frequently  in  prayer.  ,  I  lon^  for  youc 
meeting  with  Count  Z.  and  to  hear  some  particulars  of  it.  1  have 
9,  kindly  and  wardi  heart  toward  the  Moravians.  Wherein  tliey 
are  otherwise  oiindedj  1  hope  the  Lord  will  enlighten^  and  shew 
h  nnlo  them. 

To  the  above  i  add  (from  the  same  hand)  an  Extract  froiu  the 
rariab  Chunh  Session  liecorJs. 

Maus  of  Kikythy  March  19,  1751 . 
**  The  session  being  met  for  prayer,  by  appointment,  tliq 
B&mes  of  above  an  hundred  persons  were  read,  who  were 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  God  in  that  singular  work  of  God, 
in  this  parish,  in  the  year  174C  and  1743.  Five  of  their  num-» 
her  are  s^afe  landed,  having  finished  well,  and  left  an  honourably 
profession  to  posterity  of  the  grace  and  power  of  God  ia  thg^ 
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toiiTs.  Tliercfst  afe  now  alive,  and  do  honour  to  their  profet-- 
sion,  by  an  exemplary  holy  life  and  conversation/* 

The  above  extract  is  signed  by  the  paiish-clerk^  six  elders^ 
mnd  deacons. 

N.  B.  Here  were  nine  years  proof  of  the  grace  of  God  kar- 
iog  chan^d  their  hearts,  in  keeping  them  unspotted  in  d»e 
world.  O!  for  such  glorious  gospel-days  again  in  that  land, 
«nce  so  highly  favoured  with  gospel-messengers^  andgospei^ 
grace !  1  am.  Sir,  yours, 

PhmKco.  J.  DuNCAK* 


PROTESTANT  UNION. 

yOR  THE  BENEFIT  OF  WIDOWS,  &C* 


Dear  Sir,  To  the  Editor. 

While  the  concerns  of  the  soni  arc  incomparably  more  iaat* 
portant  than  those  of  the  body,  a  due  attention  to  the  temporal 
welfare  of  our  fellow-creatures  is  indispensable  to  that  philan- 
thropy which  originates  in  the  love  of  God  our  Saviour.  I  r^oiee, 
therefore,  that,  among  the  Various  pljins  for  the  Lord's  glory 
And  the  benefit  of  human  kind,  which  the  Evangelical  Maga- 
zine has  been  instrumental  to  promote,  that  of  the  Protestant 
Union,  for  the  support  of  ministers'  widows  and  children,  is 
to  be  numbered.  1  rejoice  also  to  learn,  that  so  benevolent 
an  object  has  succeeded,  in  one  respect,  beyond  the  hopes  oi 
its  most  sanguine  friends;  so  that,  within  little  more  than  Uyai 
years  from  its  institution,  a  prospect  arises  of  increasing  tJic 
annual  support  that  may  be  allowed  to  the  widows  of  decciiscd 
ministers. 

The  plan  of  this  societj^  may,  therefore,  be  considered  no 
longer  as  merely  an  experiment,  but  so  demonstrated  to  be  ef- 
fectually adapted  to  the  advantage  of  its  members.  The  firmer 
its  fbmidation,  and  the  more  beneficiiil  its  consequences,  the 
more  earnestly  it  is  to  be  wished  that  a  greater  number  of  ne- 
cessitous, yet  respectable  persons,  might  share  its  happj-  effects. 
These  are,  at  present,  extrcmeljr  circumscribed ;  and  I  appi'c- 
hend  will  become  still  more  so,  in  proportion  to  the  duration 
of  the  societ}',  except  an  essential  error  in  its  original  regula- 
tions can  be  seasonably  corrected.  Having  consulted  with 
some  of  the  most  active  members  of  the  ProtcsUiut  Union  on 
the  subject,  it  appears  that  si^:h  an  amendment- cannot  properly 
be  adopted,  without  the  implied  consent  of  die  subscribers  at 
large.  I.  have,  therefore,  by  the  recommend;ai(wi  of  otiicr 
friends  of  the  institution,  resolved  to  urge  so  impDrt^mt  a  mea- 
sure upoq  the  general  attention,  by  the  channel  of  yoiii  JNIa- 
Sazine,  that  the  members  of  the  society  majr  be  prepared  Jbr  iu 
iscussion  at  their  approaching  annual  meeting. 
The  present  number  of  those  who  are  likely  to  derive  benefit 
from  this  excellent  institution,  is  very  sms^U,  v;^jnpared  WJth 
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t\je  multitude  wlio  are  liable  to  feel  the  need  of  its  relief:  kvA 
even  this  small  numi)er  is  most  probably  composed,  in  a  princi-' 
|ml  meafiMte,  of  those  persons  who  would  be  less  affected  than 
others  by  the  want  of  it.  These  reiparks  derive  confirmation 
from  the  comparatively  few  ministers  who  have  subscribed^ 
that  their  surviving  families  might  reap  the  benefits  of  the  in- 
stitution;  and  from  the  probable  proportion  of  those  among 
the(n>  who  possess  some  property,  Midepcndent  of  their  salariei^ 
9t9  ministers.  1  venture  to  ascrfbe  these  facts  to  an  error  in. 
the  originaJ  regulations;  an  error  which  was  foreseen  and 
pointed  out,  at  an  early  period,  by  sk>me  of  the  trustees;  .and 
which,  I  apprehend,  has  now  received  full  demonstration  from 
experierrce.  While  ministers  were  required  to  pay  a  sum,  from 
five  to  three  guineas,  annually,  in  order  to  procure  a  future  and 
contingent  advantage  to  their  families,  the  trustees  were  con- 
scious that  the  usual  salaries  of  Evangelical  Ministers,  whether 
in  or  out  of  the  established  church,  are  inadequate  to  such  a 
sacrifice.  In  a  note  annexed  to  the  rules  of  the  society,  it  was 
therefore  observed,  that  '^  these  sums  were  expected  to  be 
laised  by  collections  in  the  congrejjations  whose  ministers  'be- 
came members  of  the  Protestant  Union*'*  Its  founders  seem  to 
have  been  led  to  this  expectation,  by  a  charitable  supposition,* 
that  congregations  were  animated  by  disinterested  liberality ;  for 
it  is  evident  thart  such  collections  would  produce  no  manner  of 
benefit  to  the  congregations  that  raised  them,  if  theii*  minister 
should  remove  to  another ;  which  so  frctjuently  occurs,  that  it 
may,  always  be  rea«o«ably  apprelietided.  It  is  also  to  be  con- 
sidered, that  evangelical  congregations  are  seldom  very  rich. 
It  is  often  difficult  lor  them  to  raise  the  miserable  pittance  by 
wliich  their  minfsters,  who  have  families,  are  preserved  from 
starving.  They  might  indeed  be  excited  to  club  their  weekly 
pence,  to  insure  themselves  against  seeing  the  widow  and  diil- 
dren  absolutely  perish  before  their  doors^  at  a  future  period, 
when  it  would  be  out  of  their  power  to  help  them ;  hot  it  is 
wholly  unccrt\in,  at  present,  whether  their  exertions  would 
prevent  such  a  catastrophe.  AfteT  contributing  for  ten  or 
twenty  years,  their  minister  mi^ht  remove  (for  it  miglit  in 
some  cases  be  his  duty) ;  and  if  he  should  be  succeeded  by  a 
minister  disqualified  to  become  a  member  of  the  Protestant 
Union,  all  their  past  sacrifices  would  be  ineffectual.  In  some 
cases,  they  doubtless  might  raise,  among  them,  his  subscription 
to  the  fund,  with  no  great  inconvenience  to  themselves ;  and  I 
hope,  for  tlie  honour  of  the  gospel,  that  such  instances  are  to 
be  found  :  but  I  know  not  a  single  case,  in  which  a  congrega- 
tion has  subscri]>ed  for  their  minister.  Every  poor  minister, 
within  my  own  knowiedi^e,  who  is  member  of  the  Protestant 
tnion,  ha«;  been  enabled  to  become  so  by  external  and  inci- 
dental assistance.  If  there  are  ex(epti(»ns^  they  deserve  to  b^ 
honouiably  distinguiijUed ;  but  1  do  not  see  how  they  are  to  be 
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made  known)  for  the  imitation  of  Others^  while  the  minister 
«aly  can  be  acknowledged  as  the  subscriber. 

On  these  groynds^  and  on  more  than  your  hmits  will  admit 
me  to  allege^  I  would  earnestly  recommend  to  all  the  members 
of  the  Protfestant  Union,  to  enlarge  the  sphere  of  its  usefulness^ 
by  admitting  congregations  to  subscribe,  as  distinct  bodies, 
Vpon  the  terms  that  the  widows  and  children  of  those  ministers, 
Whoever  they  may  be,,  that  terminate  their  labours  in  a  stated 
connexion  with  them,  shall  reap  the  benefit  accruing  from  their- 
subscriptions.  Jhe  ministers  who  remove  from  such  congrega- 
tiooSy  may  be  allowed  to  continue  subscribers  in  their   own 

Jajncs>  if  they  are  able  to  do  so,  and  were  not  individually 
isqiialified  previous  to  the  subscription  of  their  congregations.. 
Minbters  who  are  already,  or  who  liiay  hereafter  become  mem« 
hen  of  the  Protestant  Union,'  if  they  form  a  connexion  with 
such  congregations,  will  of  course  be  relieved,  for  the  time  they 
remain  in  that  connexion,  from  their  personal  subscriptions* 
If  any  congregation,  through  particular  circumstances,  should 

{prefer  to  raise  at  once  a  sum  that  may  entitle  them,  witliout 
arther  subscriptions,  to  the  relief  of  their  ministers'  familjp-, 
four  times  as  much  as  the  annuity  that  would  be  due  to  his. 
widow,  may  be  accepted  in  full  of  all  demands. 
.  UI  could  foresee,  any  disadvantage,  or  hazard,  liable  to  drise 
from  such  an  alteration  in  the  rules  of  the  society,  I  would  fairly 
state  it ;  but  I  am  not  aware  of  any.  If  any  such  should  occur 
to  others,  1  beg  them  seriously  to  consider  whether  it  cs  not 
greatly  overbalanced  by  the  following  obvious  benefits  tliat 
would  result. 

1.  The  plan  of  the  Protestant  Union  would  be  rendered  con- 
sistent with  what  is  evidently  its  fundamental  principle.  It 
depends  for  its  main  support,  not  upon  disinterestea  beneficence, 
but  upon  reciprocal  advantage.  Its  members  are  called  upoa 
to  make  a  ipoderate  present  sacrifice^  in  the  hope  of  an  ade- 
(juate  future  benefit.  Yet  it  calls  for  support  fjfom  congrega- 
tions at  present,  without  affording  any  security  for  such  a 
retribution.  This  inconsistency  will  be  obviated  by  the  pro- 
posed alteration.  Congregations,  like  other  subscribers,  will 
become  interested  in  its  support. 

2.  It  will  be  established  and  enlarged  in  its  sphere  of  useful- 
ness, by  increasing  (I  trust  very  greatly)  the  number  of  stated 
contributions.  Supposing  that,  exclusive  of  other  denomina- 
tions, there  are  1200  dissenting  congregations  in  Great  Britain, 
and  that  one  half  of  these  shoul()  become  subscribers,  —  in  an 
equal  proportion  of  the  different  classes,  it  would  add  2400 
guineas  to  the  income  of  the  Society.  Every  one  may  diminish 
or  augment  this  calculation,  aocordfing  to  liis  own  judgment. 
No  one,  1  imagine,  will  dispute  that  the  additional  support 
would  be  considerable. 

5.  It  will  increase  its  real  usefulness  in  a  still  greater  propor* 
XI,  X 
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^  tion  than  its  apparent  success,  because  the  relief  thus  a<}m{ii^^ 
tered  will  be  aftbrded  to  those  persons  who  are  in  the  most  urgent 
need  of  it,  and  not  to  families  that  possess -independent  pro- 
perty, as  is  probably,  in  a  great  measure,  the  case  at  present, 

4.  It  will  excite  many  persons  to  new  exertions  of  beneficence. 
Supposing  the  sum  above-mentioned  to  be  added  to  the  ftmds  of 
rfie  society,  five-sixths  of  it,  or  2000  gnineasj,  may.be  fairly  con- 
sidered as  clear  gain  to  the  cause  of  liberality,  and  to  the  sup- 
port of  ministers  of  the  gospel.  The  annual  subscriptions  that 
congregations  would  raise,  to  prevent  the  future  incumbrance, 
or  want^  of  the  families  of  their  ministers,  will  not,  T^itboat'mich 
a  motive,  be  raised  to  increase  the  salaries,  greatly  as  such>^^ 
augmentation  is  required  by  the  increase  of  unavwdable  ex- 
pences. 

5.  It  will  tend  to  promote  the  harmony,  and  to  establi^  tbe 
union  of  ministers  with  their  people,  by  theur  reciprocal  bene- 
volence and  interest. 

6.  It  will  open  a  door  for  many  ministers  to  derive  advan- 
tages from  the  Protests^nt  Upion,  who  are  otherwise  irrevoca,bIy 
excluded  from  it^  merel  v  because  they  were  incapable  of  be- 
coming members  within  the  limited  time  after  its  establishment, 
or  after  their  gwn  ordinations.  This,  I  apprehend,  will  be  not 
merely  of  advantage  to  them,  but  to  th^  Protestant  Union  like- 
wise; as  there  is,  at  present,  a  strong  inducement  to  form  simi- 
lar institutions  for  their  relief. 

7.  It  will  aflford  encouragement  to  young  ministers  to  quaKfy 
themselves  as  subscribers  before  the  proper  term  elapses,  be- 
cause they  may  expect,  that  Mfhen  an  increase  of  their  families 
renders  it  most  difficult  for  them  to  continue  their  subscriptions, 
they  will  be  relieved  from  that  burden  by  the  congre<;ations 
with  which  they  settle;  and  because  they  will  then  be  authorized 
to  renew  the  subscriptions  in  their  own  name,  if  they  should 
iind  it  necessary  to  remove.  Rabkasheb. 


ANECDOTE,      . 

BESPECTING   THE   FBENCH   PBOTESTANTS. 

An  English  minister  happening  to  be  in  Frajice,  in  the 
year  l683,  when  Louis  XIV.  destroyed  the  relig:ious  liberties  of 
the  Protestant?,  eavfe  the  following  account  oi  a  day  of  humi- 
liafion,  kept  at  Charenton :—  They  met  eajrly  in  the  morning, 
and  continued  their  worslifip  till  night, —-  ministers  imd  peopk 
being  under  the  deepest  impressions  of  sorrow  and  fear.  To- 
wards the  close  of  the  day,  an  eminent  minister  described  to 
them/  in  a  lively  manner,  the  excellency  of  that  pure  and  un- 
defiled  religion  which  they  had  so  longenjoyed,  and  tlie  dread- 
ful loss  they  were  likely  to  sostain,    rloodd  of  tears  disabled 
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llim  from  speaking,  and  the  people  from  bearing.  After  a 
eonsiderable  panse^  he  attempted  to  resume  the  sobject ;  but 
was  s^ain  interrupted  bj  the  extreme  sorrow  which  over- 
wbetmed  the  people.  Upon  which,  he  turned  his  discourse 
into  prayer ;  and,  with  peculiar  Hberty  and  fervour,  intreated 
a  lenghtening  out  of  their  tranquillity;  —  humbly  confessed 
thdr  sini,  and  ^e  instice  of  God  in  their  punishm'ent;— and 
then,  having  laid  themselves  at  his  feet,  by  a  solemn  act  of  re- 
signation^ prbceeded  Earnestly  to  pray,  That  if  the  Lord  saw  fit 
to  suffer  the  carcases  of  that  generation  to  fall  in  the  wilder* 
neis,  that  he  would  revive  his  work  in  the  next,  so  that  it 
might  glorious]]^  appear  to  their  children;  —  to  which  the 
whole  congregation  gave  their  assent  by  a  loud  Amen. 

May  we ,  not  hope  that  these,  and  a  thousand  more  such 
prayers,  arc  come  up  fgr  a  memorial  before  God  r— that  he  has 
appointed  a  set  time,  and  will  remember  them  ?  Doubtless, 
the  pious  reader  will  unite  his  supplications  with  theirs,  and  beg 
that  the  I^rd  will  shine  upon  bis  desolate  sanctuary  in  France 
and  Belgiam. 


PRAYER 
OF  THE  LATE  REV.  MR.  LAVATER,  OF  ZURICH, 

ON  HIS  BEING  CALLED  ToYhE  MINISTRY. 

Extracted  from  the  Account  of  his  Life,  published  by  Ms 
Son-in-Law. 

O  MT  Creator  and  Father !  How  great  is  thy  goodness  to- 
wards nae !  How  often  and  how  readily  dost  thou  give  me  the 
desires  of  my  heart !  AH  the  wishes  of  my  soul  begin  to  be  ful* 
fiikd,  as  soon  as  I  pour  them  into  thy  parental  heart  with  since* 
rity  and  simplici^.  I  adore  thee,  O  tnou  dearest,  best,  and  tene 
derest  Father !  How  unwearied  are  thy  exertions  to  strengthen 
By  confidence  in  thee^  to  utiite  me  to  thee,  to  fill  my  inmost 
ml  with  peace,  happiness,  and  godjy  simplicity,  and  to  increase 
my  zeal  for  every  good  work !  O  that  I  were  more  worthy  of 
thy  love,  more  sanctified,  more  blameless  in  all  my  walk  and 
coaversation !  O  let  that  mind  be  in  me  which  was  also  ii| 
Christ  Jesus,  thy  Son !  Behold,  now  I  receive  out  of  thy  hand  a 
Q&all  place^  where  I  shall  have  the  favour  publicly  to  preach  thy 
fpspsi'y  to  iDstract  soitis^  for  whom  Jesus  Christ,  thy  Son,  died ) 
la  Warn  them  against  sin  as  the  most  destructive  evil ;  and  to^^- 
hort  tbcui  to  Christian  virtae  and  real  godliness,  which  has  the 
{moiise  of  dae  \^  dfiat  now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to.  come. 

Thott  knowest.  Father,  how  readily  I  embrace  this  opporta^ 
tity  ttf  4oing  good ;  how  my  very  heart  rejoices  that  I  mi  nQ% 
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privileged  to  preach  every  Sunday  in  the  name  of  thy  Son,  anil 
to  promote  his  blessed  purposes  which  reach  to  eternity.  But 
thou  knowest  also  how  anxiously  concerned  I  am,  particularly 
for  myself,  lest  1  should  soon  relax  in  my  exertions  to  (dischiarse 
all  the  duties  of  my  holy  office  with  the  most  conscientioufi  faith- 
fulness !-*lest  I  should  too  easily  forget  many  a  good  resolution, 
and  either  quench,  or  suffer  to  subside,  many  a  sacred  impulse 
of  thy  Spirit ! 

.  Alas !  I  know  myself,  my  Creator  and  Father !  I  know  and 
feel  the  fickleness  and  weakness  of  my  own  he^t;  I  dare  not 
rely  on  myself,  or  promise  much  ;  out  this  constrains  me  the 
more,  with  childlike  and  humble  prayer,  to  flee  for  refuge  unto 
theg,  almighty  and  most  merciful  Father!  and  to  thee,  O  thou 
kind,  compassionaite,  and  almighty  Saviour !  If,  thou  dost 
strengthen  me,  I  can  do  all  things.  .  O  that  this  conviction  ^ 
might  never  leave  me ;  but  may  my  heart  daily  cleave  closer  to 
thee  by  faith  !  O  that  I  may  enter  into  thy  views,  and  my  heart 
be  fotmed  according  to  thine,  that  when  thou  lookest  down 
from  thy  holy  habitation  upon  thy  beloved  children,  thoa 
mightest  look  on  me  with  an  eye  of  complacency^  as  upon  a 
faitnful  servant !  Othat  1  could  always  locrtc  up  to  thee,  out  of 
the  darkness  of  this  life,  with  a  serene,  unterrified  and  confi- 
dential heart;  and  in  deep  humility  experience  that  consolation 
which  proceeds  from  the  inward  witness,  that  i  sincerely  en- 
deavour faithfully  to  execute  the  work  thou  hast  committed 
to  me,  and  to  do  all  that  my  abilities  and  circumstances 
allow.    .  • 

O  my  Lord  and  Master !  thou  knowest  what  I  still  lack.  Give 
me,  I  humbly  beseech  thee,  whatever  I  stand  in  need  of,  and 
grace  to  make  a  faithful  and  conscientious  use  of  thy  gift»! 
above  all,  help  me  daily  to  watch  with  care  over  my  own  heart 
and  life  ;  let  me  never  forget  the  importance  of  my  station,  be-- 
ing  called,  not  to  be  a  Christian  only,  but  a  teacher,  and  a  pat-« 
tern  for  Christians ;  and  that,  therefore,  all  my  words  and  ac- 
tions acquire  greater  weight,  by  my  being  raised  to  am6re  con- 
spicuous station.  I  have  no  power  over  myself,  to  recall  to  my 
mind  these  weighty  ideas  as  often  as  is  requisite,  nor  to  give 
them  ftieir  due  iufiuence  on  each  occasion.  But  thou  tamest 
the  hearts  of  men  a^  the  rivers  of  water ;  thou  canst  banish  from 
me  all  levity  and  slotbfulness,  and  every  vile  affe.ction,  by  die 
enlivening  influence  of  truly  Christian  ideas.  Thou  alone  canst, 
from  time  to  time,  impart  to  me  more  uprightness  and  con*» 
stancy,  and  canst  daily  maintain  and  increase  my  zeal.  I^ 
short,  if  thou  dost  strengthen  me,  I  can  do  all  things,  even  that 
which  at  present  seems  impossible  to  me.  All  things  are  pos- 
sible to  him  that  beUeveth.  Lord !  I  believe,  help  my  unbdief ! 
Do  thou  what  I  am  not  able  to  do !  Work  in  me  that  which  la 
well-pleasing  in  thy  sight  I  Sanctify  me  throughout !  Giant  i^9\ 
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I  maj  faithfully  serve  thy  cause  throughout  my  whole  Hie^  pfr- 
ticularly  in  all  that  relates  to  the  office  committed  tome;  and 
that  the  chief  end  of  all  m^  labours  and  exertions  in  watching, 

E raying,  exhoiting,  reproving,  comforting^  and  instructing,  may 
e  to  save  myself  and  ihem  that  hear  me! 
Give  me,  O  mercirul  Father  of  my  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  a  riclfe 
measure  of  tdy  Spirit,  according  to  his  promise.  Grant  that  I 
may  daily  increase  in  the  knowledge  and  understanding  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures  !  Grant  me  to  discover  the  truths  contained 
therein,  and  to  view  them  in  their  divine  liarmony  !  preserve 
me  from  error  and  misunderstanding !  Grant  me  clearness, 
energy,  acceptance,  and  unction,  that  all  my  hearers  may  he 
enlightened  and  warmed,  and  their  souls  healed !  Let  me  ircely 
speak  all' that  is  true,  useful,  and  salutary  !  Let  no  fear  of  ujan, 
or  secret  desire  to  please  men,  ever  induce  me  to  withhold  ixny 
&tng  that  ought  to  be  spoken,  or  to  say  any  thing  that  is  not 
perfectly  according  to  truth,  or  that,  not  bping  properly  digested, 
might  be  liable  to  do  harm  !  Let  me  always  speak  as  in  thy 
presence !  Let  me,  being  thy  s?ervant,  never  become  a  servant 
of  men  to  their  own  destruction.  1  ain  thine, — help  me, — let 
me  never  do  thy  work  negligently, — thou  art  at  my  right  hand! 
O  may  I  consider  this,  and  never  forget,  that  all  my  words  shall 
be  weighed  in  thy  balances,  and  be  judged  not  by  men,  but  by 
Uice ! 

Lo !  at  thy  feet  I  prosttate  lie : 

O  Jcsuf !  hear  my  fervent  cry  ! 

Behold  a  wretch  oppressed  with  grief: 

O  Jesus  \  hear,  and  send  relief! 

Helpless  am  I,  if  left  by  thee  : 

O  Jesus  I  Jesus  1  strengthen  me ! 


ON  THE  LOVE  OF  GOD. 


Sir,  To  the  Editor. 

Having  lately  read  a  Discourse  (and  a  volume  of  Letter* 
consequent  to  the  Discourse)  On  the  Entire  Ijxve  of  God, 
founded  on  Matt.  xxir.  37. ;  wherein  the  author  advances  many 
things  out  of  the  common  track  on  the  subject,  it  would  be  a 
great  gratification  to  me,  if  some  of  your  valuable  correspond- 
ents would,  through  the  medium  of  Tour  work,  favour  me 
with  their  thoughts  0»  the  'Nature  and  Measure  of  t/ie  Love 
required  on  the  Two  great  Commandments  of  the  haw ;  and  as 
pair  love  is,  even  in  its  highest  e^ercise>  so  lamentably  defective 
towards  the  Author  of  our  beipg  and  happiness,  1  doubt  not, 
any  remarks  which  may  have  a  tendency  to  regulate  and  in- 
Cri^s^it,  will  be  acceptable  to  many  of  your  readers,  as  well  as 
ffeifminster.  your^^  very  sincerely>        S— v» 
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WITH   REFLEXIONS. 


HATmo,  in  a  preceding  Magazine  (for  February)  drawa 
tfce picture  of  that  ugW  vice.  Idleness,  from  the  Natural  History 
of  the  Sloth, — in  this  I  shall  attempt  to  delineate  Christian  Dili- 
gence^from  the  Natural  History  of  the  Beaver:  an  animalj  ia 
aimosfc  t^^fy  respect,  the  reverse  of  the  foinier. 

The  sacred  writers  often  send  us  to  the  brute  creation  for, 
lessons  of  wisdom  and  of  virtue :  "  Go  to  the  ant,  thou  slug- 
gard !"^  is  the  advice  of  Solomon  ;  and  for  the  same  reason  we 
May  say,  ^  Go  to  the  beaver ;"  —  many  of  whose  habits  are  not 
dissimilar  to  the  ant's. 

The  beaver  is  a  native  of  most  of  the  northern  parts  of  Europe 
and  of  Asifl,  but  is  most  plentiful  in  North  America  ;  and  there 
i&  reason  to  bt'licve,  that  they  were  formerly  found  in  Wales> 
particularly  in  Cardiganshire.  The  general  lenorth  of  this  ani-« 
mal  is  about  three  feet;  and  its  form  may  be  judged  of  by  the 
above  cut.  Its  front  teeth  are  very  strong;  and  it  lives  chiefly 
on  the  bark  and  leaves  of  trees.  Its  hair  is  very  fine,  glossy^ 
and  of  a  chesnut  brown,  sometimes  nearly  black  ;  and  is  an  im-v 
jwtan^  article  in  the  manufacture  of  hats,  8cc. 

The  natural  sagacity  of  this  animal  is  very  remarkable;^  espe^ 
ctally  in  its  social  habits ;  living  in  an  economy  very  similar  to 
human  society,  and  superior  to  what  we  sometimes  see  in  the 
javage  part  of  tl>e  human  species.  Capt*  G.  Cartwright,  who' 
resitted  fourteen  years  on  the  coast  of  Labrador,  paid  particular 
attention  to  tliem,  and  gives  the  substance  of  the  following  ac- ' 
count : — 

**  The  beavers  live  in  general  in  associated  communities,  of' 
two  or  three  hm>dved ;  inhabiting  dwellings  which  they  raise 
to  the  height  of  six  or  eight  feet  above  the  water.    They  selectj^' 
if  possible^  a  large  pond,  and  raise  their  houses  on  piles>  form- 
ing them  either  of  a  circular  or  oval  shapes  with  arched  tops,-?^ 
Vhich  give  them^  on  theout^e,  the  appearance  of  adomej^ 

•  S€c  Eugj>6's  Nat.  Hist,  and  Bjf  jlcy's  Aaumd  Biography,  vo),  j^« 
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>»fai1st  wltbin^  diey  somewhat  resemble  an  oven.  The  mimbar 
of  houses  is^  ia  general^  from  ten  to  thirty.  IF  they  can noC  iiod 
a  pond  to  their  likingy  they  fix  oa  some  flat  piece  of  gronnA 
with  a  stream  running  through  it.  In  making  this  a  suitable 
place  for  their  habitauons,  a  degree  of  sagacity  and  inteUi^ 
gence^  of  intention  and  ntemory,  is  exhibited,  nearly  eqaal  to 
thai  of  same  part  of  the  human  race. 

*'  The  first  object  is  to  form  a  dam.  To  do  tins,  it  is  neeet^ 
sary  that  they  should  stop  the  stream ;  and  of  course  that  tbejr 
shoald  know,  in  which  direction  it  runs.  This  seems  a  v^ry  ex- 
tra^rdinaory  exerdon  of  intellect,  for  they  always  do  it  in  the 
muMt  fovoiirabte  pkce  for  their  purpose,  andnever  he^in  at  m 
wrong  piart.  They  drive  ttaltes,  five  or  six  Jket  long,  into  the 
gTMUid,  in  A&rent  rows,  and  interweave  them  with  bra|iche« 
of  tsees,  filling  them  up  with  clay,  stones,  «nd  sand,  —  whicfc 
they  ram  so  fiimly  down,  that  though  the  dan^s  are  freanemly 
lOUt  feet  ]ong»  Capt.  Cartwright  says,  he  has  walked  orer 
them  -with  the  greatest  saiety.  These  ate  ten  or  twelve  feet 
^lick  at  the  base,  gradually  diminishing  towards  the  top,  which 
is  seldom  more  than  two  or  three  feet  across.  Tliey  are  ex- 
actty  level  from  end  to  end,  perpendicular  towards  the  stream, 
and  sloped  on  the  outside,  w^ere  grass  soon  grows,  and  renders 
the  earth  more  united. 

•"  The  houses  ave  constructed  with  the  utmost  ia^entiity,  of 
earth,  stones,  and  sticks  cemented  together,  and  plastered  on 
the  inside  with  the  greatest  nearness.  The  walls  are  about  two 
feet  thick ;  and  the  floors  so  much  higher  than  the  smface  of  the 
water,  as  always  to  prevent  them  from  being  flooded.  Some 
of  thie  bouses  have  only  one  floor,  whilst  others  have  three- 
The  nnoiber  of  beavers  in  each  house  is  from  two  to  thirty. 
Tliese  sleep  on  the  floor,  which  is  strewed  with  leaves  and 
moss  ;  and-each  individual  is  said  to  have  its  own. place.  Whea 
they  form  a  Hew  settlement,  they  begin  to  build  their  houses  itt 
the  sammer ;  and  it  costs  them  a  whole  season  to^  finish  the 
work,  and  lay  in  their  winter  provisions,  which  consist  (>rinci- 
pally  of  bark  and  tlie  tender  branches  of  trees,  cut  into  certain 
lengths,  and  piled  in  heaps  under  the  m  ater.  Tlie  houses  have 
each  no  more  than  one  opening,  whic|j  is  under  the  water,  and 
alwaysbelow  the  thickness  of  the  ice.  By, this  means  they  are, 
freed  from  the  effects  of  frost." 

How  truly  may  we  say,  the  Lord  ''  teacheth  the  beasts  of  the 
field  !"  For  what  but  his  wisdom  could  give  such  sagacity  ta 
these  animals?  Their  buildings  are  indeed  extraordinary;  and 
it  is  well  worthy  of  observation,  that  whatever  is  done  by  aniinaf 
sagacity,  is  even  more  correct  than  the  labours  of  human  skill. 

**  He  makes  the  spider  parallels  design, 
•*  Sure  as  Dcmoivre,  wUli^ut  rule  or  line." 

''  At  the  head  of  one  of  the  riv^s  of  Louisiana^  wli^re  he 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


tS9  TU5T0RY  OF  TH«  BEAVEBT*' 

lived  sixteen  ycars^as  a  planter,  in  a  very  retired  place,  M.  Da 
Pratz  found  a  beaver  dain.  Not  far  from  it^  but  hidden  fi-om 
tlieir  sight,  he  and  his  companions  erected  their  hut,  in  order 
to  watcn  the  operations  at  leisure.  They  wailed  till  the  moon 
riione  pretty  bright ;  and  carn'ing  branches  of  trees  in  their 
bands,  to  hide  themselves  behind,  they  went  with  great  care 
and  silence  to  the  dam.  He  then  ordered  one  of  the  men  to 
cut,  as  silently  as  possible,  a  gutter,  about  a  foot  wide,  through 
it^  and  immediately  afterwards  to  ruii  to  the  hiding-place. 

^'  As  soon  as  the  water  through  the  gutter  began,  to  make  a 
Koise  (says  our  writer)  we  heard  a  beaver  come  from  one  of  the 
Buts  and  plunge  in.  We  then  saw  him  get  upon  the  bank,  and 
distinctly  perceived  that  he  e^xamined  it.  He  then,  with  all  hit 
£>rce^  gave  fom  distinct  blows  with  his  tail,  and  immediately 
riie  whole  colony  threw  theipselves  into  the  water  and  came 
upon  the  dam.  When  they  were  all  assembled,  one  of  them 
«;>peared,  by  muttering,  to  issue  some  kind  of  orders,  for  they 
all  instantly  left  the  place,  and  went  out  on  the  banks  of  the 
pond  in  different  directions.  Those  nearest  tq  us  were  betweea 
our  station  and  the  dam  ;  and  therefore  we  could  observe  their 
operations  very  plainly.  Some  of  them  formed  a  kind  of  mor- 
pu ;  others  carried  this  on  their  tailg,  which  served  as  sledges 
for  the  purpose.  I  observed  that  they  put  themselves  two  and 
two  ♦  and  that  each  of  these  loaded  the  other.  They  trailed 
fhe  mortar,  whith  was  pretty  stiff,  quite  to  the  dam,  where 
others  were  stationed  to  take  it ;  these  put  it  into  the  gutter, 
and  rammed  it  down  with  blows  of  their  tails. 

"  The  noise  of  the  water  soon  ceased,  and  the  breach  was 
completely  repaired •  One  of  the  beavei-s  then  struck  two  blows 
with  his  tail«  and  instantly  they  all  took  to  the  water  without 
any  noise^  and  disappeared." 

What  an  admirable  lesson  is  here  of  Christian  watchfulness 
and  Christian  diligence  !  What  zeal,  what  activity,  what  cau- 
tion, do  these  sagacious  animals  discover !  Tlie  begiuoing  of 
**  all  sin,''  as  well  as  strife,  ^  is  like  the  letting  out  of  water  ^"  but 
were  we  as  wise  as  these  creatures,  how  anxious  should  we  be 
to  discover  and  to  stop  every  inlet  of  temptation  !  and  how  di- 
ligent to  repair  every  damage  introduced  by  sift ! 

Let  the  watchmen  upon  the  walls  of  Zion  learn  a  useful 
lesson  from  this  animal.  Instead  of  making  breaches  in  her 
walls,  by  hostilities  among  thems^elves,  let  them  be  ever  on  their 
guard  to  heal  those  made  by  the  common  enemy. 

What  a  lesson  of  subordination  have  we  also  here !  Nature 
teaches  them  the  necessity  of  government  to  the  very  bein^e  of 
society ;  instead,  therefore,  of  contending  who  shall  rule,  ttiey 
emuj^iUe  each  other  in  piomptituUe  of  obedience. 

(To  be  concluded  iv  our  next.} 
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JtfrSS  HARRIET  PARKER 

Wa  s  one  ef  the  subjects  of  a  di- 
Tifie  viatk^  which  prevailed  ConsU 
derably  in  the  independent  or  con- 
gresational  church,  tinder  the  pas- 
toral care  of  Dtb.  HoUin^head  and 
Kehh,  in  Chmrlestown,   m  the  year 
r7f6.    She  had  enjoyed  the  odvan- 
ta^  of  an  early  religious  education, 
under  a  pious  mother ;  but  seemed 
not  remarkably  impressed  till  the 
above  -  mentioAed    year.      Several 
conve'rsatimis  which  she  had  with 
some  of  her  devout  friends,  were, 
by  the  divitie  blessing,  the  .means 
«  engaging  her  attention  more  par- 
ticularly to  the  concerns  of  religion. 
Her  convicl^n  of  a  sinful  ^ate  gave 
her  many  painful  reflexions,  accom- 
panied witk  strong  apprehenmons  of 
the  just    indignation  xni    the  AN 
mighty  on  that  account.    She  fre- 
quently said,  »he  considered  herself 
as  one  of  the  most  unworthy  of  sin- 
ners ;  and  thought  that  the  glory 
of  God  required  her  condemnation. 
Bot,  through    infinite   mercy,  the 
same  means  which  had  been  effec- 
tual to  her  awakening,  protred,  in  a 
short  time,  the  means  of  herconso- 
latiM.     From  that  happy  period* 
she  felt  her  soul  released.     Having 
a  clear  discovery  of  the  grace  of 
God,  thro*  the  Lofd  Jrsui  Christ, 
she  was  enabled  to  embrace  the 
hotte  of  salvation  with  confidence, 
ana  enjoyed  an  assurance  ot  thefuU 
flcss  and  sufficiency  of  redeeming 
grace,  which  she  never  after  lost 
s^ht  of.    The  change  wronght  in 
her  by  regeneration,  now  began  to 
be  apparent  to  all  around  her.     Be- 
ing naturally  diftdent,  she  spoke 
^biit  Kttle  oir  <he  common  topics  of 
conversation  ^    but  her  heart  was 
captivated  with  the  things  of  God, 
-^  and  out  of  the  abundance  of  her 
heart,  she  could  not  refrain  from 
speaking.   Slie  dwelt  on  divhfe  sub- 
jects, partictilarly  on  the  delightful 
theme  of  redemption  by  the  blood 
of  Jesus;,   with  peculiar  pleatore  $ 
and  seemed  ^ever  desirous  of  spend.^ 
iag  her  epportunttm  wkh  her  piotis 

XI, 


friends,  only  for  their  and  her  own 
edification  and  improvement  in  the 
divine  life. 

Having  now  joined  herself  to  the 
Lord  by  the  detcnnrnation  of  htr 
heart,  and,  by  a  solemn  act  of  self- 
dedication  in  secret  (a  copy  of  which 
was  found  after  her  decease)  she 
efitcred  upon  a  public  profession  at 
the  same  time  with  her  three  sisters^ 
in   the  summer  of  the  year  1796 ; 
and  her  profiting  soon  rendered  her 
an   omfamcnt    ot    her    profession. 
Among  the  incidents  contributing 
to  this  end,  was  the  decease  of  her 
youngest  sister,  who  died  of  a  con- 
sumption in    the  spring  of  t797-# 
kavmg  behind  hef  a  strong  tetti- 
mony  of  her  faith  and  confiaence  In 
the  Son  of  God,  and  of  the  powe*: 
of  his  gospel,  as  her  support  in  the 
hour  of  trouble.    This  event  made 
a  deep  impression  upon  her  mind^ 
and  was  very  useful  in  establishing 
her  in  the  faith,  aad  animating  her 
diligence  in  the  pursuit  of  the  great 
objects  of  religion.     She  said,  that 
the  death  of  her  sister,   not  only- 
made  her  more  sensible  of  the  va- 
nity of  all  temporal    enjoyments^ 
-w  birt  seeing  her  die  triumphantly, 
seemed  to  disarm  Death  of  his  ter^ 
TOTS,  greatly  to  reconcile  her  to  tic 
thoughts  ot  dissolution,  and  to  in- 
spire   her    with     inore    admiring 
thoughts    of    redeeming    love.  — 
About  this  time,  the  disease  which 
iiad  been  for  several  years  graduaTly 
undermining  her  constitution,  began 
to  assume  a  more  threatening  ap- 
pearance, and  to  require  more  par-, 
ticular  attention.     This  she  sub- 
mitted to  as  a  matter  of  duty  ;  but 
with  Httle  expectation  of  eradicat-' 
ing  a  disorder  "which  already  had 
made  a  great'  progress.     It  was  a 
grief  to  li^r  friends  to  perceive,  that 
all  medical  aid  was  likely  to  prove 
inctfectnal  for  her  recovery.     This, 
however,    furrti^hed    another    evi- 
dence ot  the  power  of  teligion  IjV 
Her  soul.      She  would  often'  saf>', 
wh^n  they  (Expressed  an  apcMty  for 
the  continuance  of  her  life,  *•  How 
-can  you  dcsir^e  it  ?    J  hVe  no  wffll 
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of  my  own  ;  —I  sec  that  the  Lord  . 
knows  infinitely  best  what  will  be 
most  for  his  own  glory  and  my  ad-  - 
vantage.  It  would  be  presump- 
tion in  me  to  desire  -to  live  a  mo- 
ment longer  thari  he  sees  fir  to  ap- 
point }  and  in  whatever  way  he  may 
dispose  of  me,  i  desire  peifectly  to 
acquiesce  in  all  his  wilL"  In  this 
sweet  frame  .  she  continued  under 
all  the  varieties  of  the  disease,  till 
death  put  a  period  to  her  trials. 
Her  love  of  divine  ordinances  in- 
duced her  to  surmount  many  diffi-  . 
culties,  to  obta'm  the  enjoyment  of 
tfiem.  For  many  months  she  was 
unable  to  attend  public  worship 
oftcner  tlian  once  on  every  Lord's 
Clay  ;  and  then  only  as  she  was  sup- 
ported  by  medicine :  but  even  m 
these  circumstances  she  spoke  of  it 
as  master  of  the  most  lively  grati- 
tude, that  She  was  indulged  with 
this  privilege.  **Ol"she  would 
say,  •*  if  the  many  who  slight  the 
worship  of  God  in  health,  did  but 
know  the  pleasure  of  spending  an 
hour  -in  spiritual  worship  in  his 
earthly  courts,  how  gladly  would 
tiiey  relinquish  all  worldly  pleasure 
for  thib  1  O  had  I  their  liealth  and  . 
strength,  what  Sabbaths  should  I 
enjoy  1  But  the  Lord  knows  best, 
wh^t  is  good  for  me  ;  —  his  will  be 
done  I  I  hope  I  shall  enjoy  an  eter- 
nal Sabbath  when  I  come  into  his 

.  presence  and  glory." 

Much  of  her  tinie  was  spent^  in 
retirement  with  her  Bible  ;  whkh 
she  read  with  attention,  and  select- 
ed many  passages  applicable  to  the 
state  of  her  soul  5.  by  which  means 
she  became  pos.sessea  of  a  treasure 
which  was  smgularly  useful  to  her 
when  her  strength  failed,  so  that 
she  was  unable  to  read  much  more. 

'  The  fruit  of  this  was  apparent, 
to  mention  only  one  of  many  in- 
stances:—When  her  brother,  Dr. 
Parker,  read  her  several  passages, 
which  he  supposed  to  be  suitable  to 
her  state  of  minrd,  in  C  Wk'on  the 
Promises,  she  libtened  with  atten- 
tion and  complacency  till  he  had 
done,  4fid  afterwards  turning  to  her 
mother,  said,  **  That  is  a  valuable 
and  useful  jbook.  But  what  a 
rocrcy  have  I  experienced,  and  how- 
good  has  the  Lord  been  to  me,  to, 
foablr  me  lb  read  i^y  Bibki  to  fur- 


ilish  my  mind  before-hand  with  hi$ 
precious  promises  for  this  tiipe  of 
trial. *',r- She  had. been  living  upon 
God's  word  j  and  it  was  daily  her 
support  when  she  was  unable  to 
read  or  converse. 

When  one  ,of  her  ministers  ob- 
served to  her,  how  sure  the  pre- 
mises of  God  arc,— **  Oycs!"  said- 
she,*'  I  have  found  them  so  5— I  ex- 
perience their  fulfilment  every  hour, 
m  this  my  weak  state  of  body.  My 
cough  is  often  severe,  and  my  pain 
so  great,  that  if  it  were  not  for  di- 
vine support,  I  could  not  bear  up 
under  it ;  but  the  Lord  does  not 
forsake  me.  I  hope  I  ani  Bot  mis- 
taken, when  1  think  I  stand  upon  a 
sure  foundation.  I  know  that  the 
covenant  is  ordered  iu  all  things, 
and  sure,"— It  was  n;marked  again. 
How-  suitable  are  the  provisions  of 
this  covenant  to  every  circum- 
stance 1  "  Yes ;  I  thank  the  Lord 
that  he  has  placed  me  on  this  bed  of 
sickness,  where  1  have  found  them 
so  to  me  ;  aod  this  encourages  me 
to  expect  support  from  them  to  the 
end."  —  Her  minister  said,  *  You 
will  see  how  aU  the  promises  are 
fulfilled,  when  you  arrive  in  Hea- 
ven.' **  Yes ;  1  have  not  a  doubt 
of  the  faithfulness  of  Christ.  He 
lias  i^iade  thfs  sickriess  the  means  of 
instruction  and  restraint  to  me ; 
and  notwithstanding  my  present 
weak  imperfect  state,  in  which  I 
fear  I  often  dishonour  him,  I  know 
that  he  will  bring  me  where  pain, 
and  sickness,  and,  what  isbest  ot  all, 
where  sin  shall  distress  me  no  more." 

As  her  disease  gained  upon  her 
she  became  less  able  to  go  to  public 
worship ;  but  she  thought  it  her, 
duty,  on  sacramental  occasions,  to 
declare  publicly  her  attachi^nent  to 
the  cause  of  Christ,—- to  profess  her 
subjection  to  him  as  the  Saviour  in 
whom  she  hoped,  —  ^d  to  express 
h^r  adoration  of  him  as,  the  sove- 
reign  of  her  soul.  She  liad  to  use 
great  efforts  on  these  occasions,  to 
be  able  to  keep  up  thro*  the  exer- 
cises of  the  morning ;  but  she  said, 
she  was  always  repaid  in  sensible 
tokens  of  the  divine  favour. 

It  gave  her  great  uneasiness  to 
observe,  hoyf  unf  rofitably  the  pro^ , 
fessors  of  religion  often  spent  their 
time  togethcri  in  trifling  and  levitv, . 
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instead  of  striving  for  edification^ 
**0  (she.  would  say)  did.  we  but 
toBsider  the  value  of  time,  and  the 
importance  of  a  due  prepatation  for 
eternity,  we  could  not  spend  jthe 
precious  opportynities  of  ,convers- 
J'^g  together  to  so  little  purpose, 
and  in  a  manner  so  little  becoming 
our  condition,  who  have  so  short  a 
time  for  improvement  before  we 
shall  be  called  upon  to  give  up  our 
account.  Speaking  on  this  suDJect 
to  her  sisters,  she  left  it  as  one  of  her 
last  adxnonitions,^— .that  they  would 
allow  themselves  to  go  nowhere 
freely,  where  they  could  not  carry 
Jesus  with  tliem ;  nor  join  unneces- 
sarily in  any  party  where  religion 
cannot  be  a«lm^ted.  She  considered 
carelessness  on*  this  head,  both  as 
t!\e  cause  and  the  symptom  of  hike, 
warmness  anK>ng  professors,— and  a 
great  occasion  of  stumbling  and  of- 
lence  to  others. 

.  For  several  weeks  before  her 
death,  she  grew  very  hoars^,  and 
suffered  much  from  bpdilv  pain  ; 
her  cough  also  was  unusually  trou- 
l;>lesome  ;  but  she  bore  it  with  pa- 
tient submission,  and  endeavoured 
to  make  all  the  improvement  of  her 
time  which  so  incommodious  a  ^tate 
would  allow  ;  particularly,  in  ad- 
ministeriog  comfort  to  her  afflicted 
mother  and  sisters j  who  were  much 
distressed  with  the  thoughts  of  part- 
ingwith  her.  **  My  dear  mamma," 
said  she,  on  one  of  these  occasions, 
•'  ray  love  to  you  and  my  sisters  is 
more  than  I  can  express }  but  I  can 
cheerfully  leave  you,  to  go  and  dwell 
with  my  dear  Saviour  ;^ — and  would 
you  wish  to  detaiix  me  any  longer 
frbm  his  presence,  and  the  happi* 
ness  of  Heaven  ?  1  have  no  fear  of 
dying.  If  you  love  me,  do  not  pray 
for  my  life,— do  not  request  my  con- 
tinuance any  longer." — Her  mother 
said  to  her,  *  My  dear,  how  much 
you  suffer  !'  She  replied,  **  I  am 
sometimes  in  great  pain  indeed;  but 
these  bitter  sutfermgs  ard  sweet, 
whci>  compared  with  sin.'* 

During  this  period  of  her  greatest 
i^akness,  she  was  strong  in  faith, 
upshaken  in  her  confidence  in  God 
her  Saviour,  and  was  never  known 
tq  have  a  murmuring  though^ 

|Ier  youngest  brother  coitung  in 
tQ  see  litr,   slu  shewed  him  her 


wasted  arm,  and  saitl,  '*  See,  to  how 
low  a  state  it  is  possible  for  God  to 
bring  us.  My  aear  brother,  let  me 
intreat  you  to  prepare  for  demh.' 
I  have  prayed  tor  you,  tjiat  God. 
may  ble^s  you  witli  things  spiritual 
an^  temporal ;  —  I  continue  to  pray 
for  you.  May  the  Lord  bless  you, 
and  make  you  happy  liere  and  here- 
after  !  You  see  me  a  going  to  die  j- 
but  the  moment;  when  I  cease,  I 
shall  enter' into  life."  At  one  time , 
she  said,  she  felt  apprehensive 
that  Satan  would  be  permitted  to 
distress  her  before  she  obtained  the 
victory,  and  that  she  seemed  to 
dread  the  onset  j  *•  but  I  look  to 
Jesus,  and  the  enemy  flees  away- 
J  know  that  if  h?  be  permitted  to 
disturb  me,  yet  my  heavenly  Friend 
will  never  leave  me  ;— his  promises 
are  sure !" 

On  Lord's  Day  morning,  June  6, 
1802,  when  the  morning-gun  was 
fired  at  the  fort,  in  the  harbour,  she 
said;  '*  O  this  is  the  blessed  morn- 
ing of  the  sacramental  Sabbath!'* 
and  then  oft'ered  a  fervent  pathetic 
prayer  for  the  divine  presence  with 
the  communicants.  As  the  day. 
light  came  on  (which  used  to  pain 
her  eyes)  she  desired  that  the  cur-» 
tains  might  be  drawn,  that  she 
might  once  tiiore  see  the  light  of 
that  blessed  day  of  God  I  —  In  the 
afternoon,  death  seemed  sensibly  to 
be  approaching.  About  an  houc 
before  her  departure,  she  seemed  to 
lose  her  speech,  and  continued  foe 
some  time  in  apparent  agony  :— at, 
lengtli,  when  it  was  thought  she 
weuld  speak  no  mbre,  she  opened 
her  eyes  upon  her  mother,  who  was  , 
anxiously  watching  her,  and  said^ 
•*  The  tempter  is  gone."  What  she 
said  afterwards  was  not  distinctly 
articulated ;  but,  from  what  was 
understood,  it  was  supposed  she 
meant  to  signify  that  she  liad  ob- 
tained the  victory  in  the  name  of 
Jesus.  Shortly  after  this  she  ex- 
pired. 

It  may  be  observed  of  this  young 
lady,  that  she  was  a  remarkable  in- 
stance of  a  full  assurance  ot  hope^ 
from  her  first  outset  in  the  Chris- 
tian course.  She  seldom  had  a 
doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  her  de^ 
pendenceonthe  Lord  Jesus,  though 
she  had  a  great  sense  of  her  o^va 
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weakness  and  imperfection,  »nd  al-    poor,  and  being  greatly  diatresseJ 


ways  acknowledged  herself  a  debtor 
to  free  unmerited  grace.  She  Was 
also  diligent  in  the  use  of  all  the 
means  of  improvement,  and  main- 
lined a  close  walk  with  God. 

Such  a  death  offers  many  conso- 
lations to  surviring  friends,  —  dis- 
plays most  convincingly  the  power 
of  gospel-grace  for  the  support  of 
the  soul  in  the  most  trying  circum- 
stances, —  and  furnishes  a  bright 
,  and  encpuraging  example  of  faith, 
patience,  and  diugcnce  in  the  Chris- 
tian course.  W.  H. 
CkafUit(non,  South  Carolina. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOLS. 

SlfL, 

Ai  f^cry  instance  of  the  utility  of  Sun* 

dqy-^chooh  feuds  to  thegUry  of  God ^ 

and  operates  as  a  stimulus  tu  fresh 

gxjp'lrpns  in  tJteir  support,  I  teg  the 

'  insertion  of  the  following, 

Xours,  G.  B. 

B.  B.  was  the  child  of  poor  pa-, 
itnts  ;  and  when  admitted  into  the 
schools  of  Coventry,  was  extremely 
Ignorant,  and  was  as  light  and  tri- 
fling as  other  chiWren.  He  had'been 
a  poor  afflffted  creature   from  his 

•  birth ;  and  was  lame  in  one  arm. 
He  was  also  subject  to  fits }  which, 
to  strangers,  gave  him  almost  the 
appeajfince  of  an  idiot :  but,  by  the 
ble^ng  of  God  on  the  means  of 
gracei  particularly  "the  instructions 

,  of  his  school-master,  he  became  ac- 
tive and  serious,  regarded  his  book 
batter,  and  heard  the  gospel  with 
mfttch  affection ;  so  that  he  would 
carry  home  much  of  the  sermon, 
and  repeat  it  to  his  mother.  At 
length  It  pleased  God  to  visit  him 
with  a  severe  and  tedi»us  illness  \ 
in  which  he  was  a  great  sufferef , 
and  i^edttced  to  the  appearance  of  a 


J  greatly  diatressea 
on  that  account,  h^vinjj  scarcdy  % 
morsel  to  eat,  he  said,  "  Motner^ 
nevei'  mind  ;   God  will  send  some, 
thing,  —  God  \%  a  father  to  the  fa- 
therless, and  a    husband    to    the 
widow  :  —  though  mv  father  has 
forsaken  us,  God  will  not."    He 
was  very  particular  in  asking  a  bless- 
ing  on  his  food  ;    and  once,  appre- 
hending thai  his  mother  was  about 
to  eat  without  doing  it,  he   was 
greatly  agitated. —When  he  wa^ 
told,  at  the  time  of  the  election,  that 
there  was  music  in  the  street,  and 
asked,  whether  he  should  not  like 
to  go  and  hear  it  \   He  said, «« No  i 
I  a-n  glad  !  am  here;—  I  am  gj^id  I 
am  out    of   [(.»*  — When    asked. 
Whether  be  did  not  wish  to  get 
well,  that  he  might  go  abroad  to 
play  \    he  said,  ♦•  No ;    all  is  va- 
nity :— 1  want  to  die."  And  beihg 
asked.  Why  he  wanted  to  die  ?   he 
leplied,  ««  (  want  to  ffp  to  Christ  l'* 
He  was  gre^tfy  delighted  when  any 
serious  pcribnj^  came  xo  sec  him,  es- 
pecially his  minister,  or  the  school- 
master, or  any  one  who  in'onld  read 
or  pray  with  liim  r— as  to  any  other 
persons,  he  would  scarcely  notice, 
them.     His  illnesi,  for  the  last  nine 
weeks,  was  very  severe  j  —  during 
all  that  time  he  could  not  ti^ke  a 
morsel    of    food ;     but    subsisted 
.wholly  on  lUjuids.   But  his  patience 
was  great,  and  was  never  fieard  to 
murmur.     About  this  time  some 
of  his  school-fellows,  not  onlv  came . 
to  visit  and  ppay  with  him  'y  but,  of 
their  own  accord,  made  a  little  sub. 
seription  of  their  pence  for  his  re- 
lief.    Being  asked.  If  Christ  ^as 
precious  to  him  ?     He  answered, 
when  unable  to  speak,  by  signs,  de- 
notinflr  the  extacy  of  his  mind.     4t 
length  it  pleased  God  to  lign  his 
release  j  arid  remove  him,,  we  trusty 


living  skeleton*     It  was  during  ihia    from  a  dirty  room  and  wretched  bed 


affliction  that  the  grace  of  God 
more  eminently  appeared.  Cut  o^ 
from  the  public  means,  his  Bible 
became  his  dear  companion.  He 
would  have  h  always  by  him,  ^ 
read  it  much  as  he  lay  in  bed  )•*-«» 
and  it  remained  on  his  pillow  day 
and  night.  While  he  eiyoyed  the 
UVP  of  his  speech,  he  exhorted  all 
about  him,  and  jpartieularly  }]us 
mother,  to  attend  the  means  of 
fcace.  His  mother  bei^g  extremely 


of  affliction,  to  mansions  of  mo^e 
than  royal  grandeur,  in  the  presence 
of  the  Lamb  i  Shall  we  net  say, 
ii>  the  words  used  for  the  text  of 
his  funeral-scmioi^  preached  to  a 
v^st  number  of  children  and  otherS|. 
«*  I  thank  tlice,  O  Father  1  Lord  of 
Htavenand  earth,  that  thou  hast 
hid  these  things  from  the  wise  and 
prudent^  and  hast  revealed  the^H 
uoto  babes ;  evei\  so.  Father,  fo^ 
so  it  scc^a^d  good  i^  ^y  sight  li** 
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First  Ripe  Fruits  :  being  a  ColUcthn 
^Trttcts,  To  which  are  added ^  two 
Sermons,  Bj  the  Rev,  John  M. 
Mason,  A.  M.  IViUi  a  short  Me- 
wmrifthe  AuthwTy  iimo,  4J.  (>d. 

MtL,  M»son  had  promised,  on  the 
itmnC  solicitation  of  his  tViends, 
MDcehe  left  Oreat  firitain,   last 
atitHmiii  to  send  over  £rma  Nevr 
York,  K>r  pulilicatioii,  a  voliMBe  of 
scnnoiis ;  araon^  which  sh«>uk)  foe 
sereral  of    tHose  which    he    had 
pttached  in  Loudon.     It  is  not  the 
partiality  of  friendship  wJbkh  in- 
dttces  us  to  hope  that,  by  the  bless- 
lag  of  Qod,    those  scnjioos^  when 
^^arrivtu  wUluifipy  to  the  Chris- 
ten tOMid  a  harvest  ot'xich  semi, 
mental  and  devout  satisfaction:  it 
b  probable,  that  in  reference  to  such 
,      hapc,  the  compiler  of  the    little 
^•lume  before   us,  has  entitled  it, 
**  First  Ripe  Fruits.**  This  volume 
j      contains,  first,  A  Memoir  of  Mr. 
Mason's  family, ^^educatjoa  at  ^ew 
Toik  and  £diaburgh,  —  settlement 
at  the  former  j  —  pf  his  powers  as  a 
neacherof  the  eospcl,  and  particu- 
udyof  his  zealous  aiul  determined 
opposition  to  infidelity.      The  first 
tract  comprizeSjTlie  Letters  on  fre- 
>  quent  Communion  j    of  wli^ch .  an 
analytical  account    M'as    giv<n    in 
OurRcview  for  March  1799.     The 
I       next- tract  is,  A  Funeral  Oration  on 
I       the  Pcath  of  General  Washington, 
by  appoimment  of  a  number  of  the 
ckrgy  ol  New  YoHc,  and  published 
at  their  request.     The  last  of  the- 
tracts  is  entitled,  "The  Voice  #f 
Warning  to  Christians,  on  the  £lec 
tjon  of  a.  President  of  the  United 
I       States  of  America,"    The  object  of. 
which,  is,  tQ  ihtw  the  sin  and  the 
danger  which  a  nation   professing 
Christianity  incurs,  by  exalting  to 
the  place  of  Chief  Magistrate,  a 
nan  ol  avowed  iniidel  senttiutots. 
--  Of  the  twa  sermoni,  the  first  is 
twilled,  "  Hope  for  the  Heathen," 
Ifeaehed  before  the  New  York  Mi»-  r 
siontry  Society*  from  Isaiah  xxV.  6. 
—  The  second,  **  Li^tnff  Faith," 
preached  at  Edinburgh^  bcim  th^ 
Wmfof  tbc  jC^lii^of  the  O^sli* 


tute  Sick,  from  Atls  xv.  9.  «n4 
Gal.  v.  ^.  In  these  discourses,  mp 
perceive  the  same  original  bold  tpur 
of  thinking,  and  fervour -of  feeling 
by  which  Mr.  Ma  son*  s  pulpit-Com- 
positions arc  distingui;>*hed  Both 
the  sermons,  but  ^spcciidly  die  fir>t^ 
arc  more  finished  discourses  thaji 
his  scnnon  published  last  sumjner 
along  with  the  other  "Missionary 
Sermons ;  a  considerable  pait  oif 
which,  we  understand,  was  not  writ- 
ten till  after  it  had  been  delivcrei 
ifrom  the  potpit.  It  isindeed  araoit 
de^ire^ible  thing,  tliat  tlie  rainistcfs 
who  officiate  on  th^se  iiiterestiug 
'  occasions,  should  have  their  ser- 
mons fully  written  and  prepared  for 
the  press  before  they  picacl^  theti^ 
by  which  mean>  they  would  more 
^it'ectually  benefit  the  frieud  softie 
Missionary  cau«,  and  enable  tic 
Directors  to  gratify  them  by  an  iott- 
mediate  pubucatiou. 


Letters  to  an  Universalist ;  coHfmn* 
ing  a  Re^itiu  of  the  Controversy  ie^ 
Pween  Mr.  Vidler  attd Mr,  Fuller^ 
cfi  the  DoLtrine  of  UHi<i.ersal  Salvsu 
tiojt,  ZvOf  i%t^.  IS, 

Reviews  were  formerly  compre- 
hended amOng  those  ^publlaitioas 
**  which  not  even  cfttics  criticize.** 
But  times  are  changed,  and  hypcap* 
criticism  is  now  become  too  fa^iOA- 
able  to  need  an  apology.  Tliis  al- 
teration is  not  without  its  use.  •  1a 
reviewing  tlie  Review  that  is  before 
us,  we  uiiistnDtforgct^ThatVhatii 
written  may  again  be  reviewed.* 
There  is  indeed  so  little  to  blame 
in  this  pamphlet,  that  our  obje^. 
tionswill  be  limited  to  ther  title- 
'  p^^*  Mr.  Fuller  is  introduced  by 
the  author,  as  vindicating  himself 
£pomthe  censure  of  having  impute^ 
to  Mr»  Vidler  a  doctriiu;  which  lio 
did  not  profess.  The  difference, 
•as  it  appears  from  the  review  of  tha 
controversy,  consisted  not  in  things^ 
hut  in  ^sfords,  Mr.  Vidler  judged  it 
proper,  after  Meen  letters  had  been 
exchai^d  with  Mr.  Fuller,  to 
Cbaii^  hh   toxncnolature,  aini  t« 
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ground  ^pon  this dc^iatian,  a  charge 
igainsr  his  opponent.  In  doing  so, 
he  alone  was  apparently  deserving 
fif  bl^me  ;  but  as  he  now  chooses 
t»  distinguish  his  own  hypothesis 
by  the  terms  of  univnsal restoratian^ 
rather  than  those  of  uni'Vfnai  salva- 
tioH^  which  he  formerly  used  in  the 
same^^nse,  the  reviewer  might, 
perhaps,  properly  have  adopted  this 
cefrection  in  the  title  -  page.  So 
little  is  said  on  the  occasion  in  Mr. 
fuller's  letters,  that,  by  some  per- 
sons, Mr.  Vidler's  doctrine  has  been 
stated  to  be  that  which  h^s  acquired 
the  ugly  title  of  Destructionhm.  Be 
it  kjiown,  therefore,  .to  all  whom  it 
may  concern,  that  Mr.  Vidlcr  does, 
or  lately  did,  profess  to  believe, 
that  impenitent  sinners  will  not  be 
wholly  exempted  from  future  mi- 
scry  ;  but  that  after  having  endured 
a  punishment  proportioned  to  their 
respective  degrees  of  guilt,  they 
will  all  be  admitted  to  positive  aiid^ 
endless  happiness.  We  cannot  say 
rnlored,  because  that  t«rm  implies 
that  they  must  previously- have  en- 
joyed such  a  state.  Mr.Vidler  has, 
therefore,  yet  to  seek  a  proper  dcno*. 
piination  for  his  system  ;  but  we  aj)- 
prehend  it  will  be  still  more  difHcult 
for  him  to  reconcile  hii  opinion  with 
,  that  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who 
solemnly  asserted,  that  **  it  would 
have  been  better"  for  Judas  "had 
lie  never  been  bdrn."  The  future 
endless  felicity  which  Mr.  Vidler 
promises  to  iitipenitent  sinners,  can- 
lie^  then  surely  be  univirsal. 

We  have  already  alluded  to  these 
lepers  In  our  review  of  Mr.  Fuller's, 
and  referred  our  readers  .to  them  for 
farther  satisfaction  ;  but  the  talents 
^f  the  writer,  and  the  importance  of 
the  subject,  induce  us  to  notice 
thetn  as  a  distinct  article.  The 
first  letter  investigates  the  propriety 
of  Mr.  Vidler's  conduct  as  a  con- 
troversialist ^  and  exposes,  with  just 
severity,  his  pretensions  to  critical 
Jeaming,  on  which  he  laid  consider- 
able, stress*  —  The  second  Letter 
gi^xes  a  genial  statement  o£  the 
controversy,  and  the  nature  of  the 

?ue$tionat  issi9e^«— The  following 
,ctters  (being  twelve  in  ajl)  exa* 
jnine  the  respective  ipefitsof  the 
Vguments  used  both  by  Mr.  Vidler 
ai^  Mr,  Fuller^  in  which  the  authoi- 


constantly  gives  tjjc  palm  to  the 
latter  ;  biU  as  Mr.  Fuller  modestly 
declined,  in  some  measure,  arguing 
from  the  learned  languagt;s,  ScfuUi- 
tor  particularly  examines  Mr.Vid- 
ler's  criticisms,  and  exposes  their 
futility.  So  that  lUese  Letters  may 
be  considered  as  a  kind  of  appendix 
to  the  former ;  and  both  together, 
as  giving  a  very  complete  and  satis- 
factory view  ©f  this. awful,  but  in- 
teresting subject.  It  may  be  proper 
to  add,  tl>at  though  this  writer  ais* 
plays  considerable  learning,  as  well 
as  critical  acumen,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  English  readers,  he  has 
translated  all  his  learned  quoUtioii% 
in  the  margin.  ' 

Private  Thoughts,  in  Two  Parts,  ccm* 
plete.  By  the  Rtv.  W.  Beveridge^ 
D.D.  late  Biihop  of  Both  andlViUs. 
1  iwiOy  1$,  hd. 

The  reviewer  of  this  article  can 
recommend  this  book  with  pleasure, 
as  one  of  the  first  that  was  made 
usefuj  to  himself  (and  he  believes 
niafty  others)  m  the  early  part  of 
life ;  and  he  is  glad  to  see  a  new- 
edition,  «vo  worthy  of  the  author,  and 
the  book,  which  indeed  comprizes  a, 
little  body  of  divinity,  doctrinal^ 
practical,  and  experimental.  A  . 
short  account  of  the  author  is  pre-  ' 
fixed. 


Minutiae,  or  Little  Things  for  the  Foot 
of  Christ*  s  Flock',  including  «  f^sita- 
iion  Sermon,  By  J.  W.  Peers^ 
LL.  D.    f^ol.  II.  izmo,  31.  hoards » 

The  character  given  of  the  first 
volume  of  these  little  meditations, 
applies  equally  to  this;  •*  They  are 
uniformly  evangelical,  experimen. 
tal,  and  savory**  to  the  true  Chi^s- 
tian.  j(Sce  Evan.  Mag,  vol.  VII, 
p.  t<}i.)  The  modest  title,  chosen 
Dy  the  anthor,  shews  sufficiently 
that  he  did  not  aim  at  great  things, 
nor  write  for  the  entertainment  of 
the  wise  and  learned ;  but  he  has 
ahned  to  be  useful  to  the  serious 
and  humble  Christian  ;  and  readers 
of  this  class,  especially  such  as  have 
little  opportunity  ior  reading  ser* 
ntcms,  or  treatises  on  divmity,  will 
here  find  a  great  number  of  short, 
pious,  and  useful  reftezions,  on  as 
many  p^saget  of  Scrip tturei  wKIcU 
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Tar  their  brevity,  as  well  as  sp>ritu« 
ality»  Will  well  recommend .  them* 
selves  to  their  penisaV,  The  hasty 
tiavellery  who  cannot  stop  to .  take 
an  ample  meal,  will  be  glad  to  catch 
at  any  comfortable  refreshment  by 
the  way. 
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MisceUane^MS  Fkcit  of  Poetry.    Bf  m- 
Mechanic.    70//.  i%MOf  ts, 

TifE  best    rccoramfendation    wc 
c*n  give  of  ^hese  verses,  is  Jn  the  ' 
modest  lafiguagi^  of   the  Preface  f^ 
••The  sole  motive  of  the  author. 
So  thi:f  publication,  is  the  relief  of ' 


Weshould  add,  that  the  VisiU-,  an  aged  mother,  reduced  from  cir- 

in  Sermon  anuended  to  Hiesi^  Mi-  .  **.  «•'/•.,         j    _ 


tion  Sermon  appended  to  these  Mi 
nutix,  which  is  founded  on  Rom. 
viii.  3,  4,  u  a  manly  and  able  de- 
fence of  the  Scriptural  doctrines  of 
human  depravity,^  and  the  impossi- 
bility of  salvation  by  the  law. 

The  Seaman's  Preacber :  h^ifig  tb^ 
First  of  Nixe  Diicoursts  addressed 
io  Marinersy  on  Jonah's  ypy£{g€t 
freached  in  the  Year  1672.  By  J  ohn 
Ryther,  Minhur  of  the  Gospel  in 
Wa^ytng.  A  new  Edithw^  revised 
Mndcorrected  \  with  a  reCommenda^ 
tory  Preface^  by  the  Rev,  John 
Newton,  Rector  ^St.  Mary  IVool- 
MothfLoMdom,  '  izmo^  11  pp,  4//. 

It  is  a  little  singular  that  the 
Pre&ce  here  mentioned,  does  not 
appear   with  the   Sermon,   but  is 
prmted  as  a  separate  advertisement, 
with  the  original  recommendation 
of  Mr.  laneway  ;  also  those  of  the 
Rev.  >J.  HUl,   Dr.  Rutledgc,  Dr. 
Ryland,    Mr.   Lowell,    and     Mr. 
Bogue.     Mr. "Newton  says  of  the 
bodL, "  My  brother  sailors,  it   is 
well  calculated  to  instruct  you,  if. 
ignorant ;  to  rouse  you,  if  careless ; 
to  encourage  you,  if  you  have  a  4e-. 
sire  to  seek  ood ;  and  to  comfort 
your  mind  if  you  arc  distressed**' 
What  can  be  said  more  ?     Christian 
reader,  if  you  have  any  opportunity 
to  circulate  such  books  among  ma- 
riners, do  not  forget  this  little  work, 
<md  Mr.  Flavel's  Navigation  Spirit- 
ualized. 

A  Saint  Indeed,  or  the  great  Ifork  of 
a  Christian  opened  and  pressed,  from 
Prov.  iv.  23.  By  the  late  Rev.  J. 
Flavel.  Iktuf  Editions f  iZmo^  is,()d^ 
hound,  —  32»w,  li.  6d,  hoards. 

This  useful  and  excellent  tract 
has  been  long  out  of  print,  and  much 
called  for ;  in  consequence  of  which 
these  two  editions  have  appeared  to- 
gether. Both  are  good  ;  but,-  as 
might  be  expected,  the  smallest  is 
the  neatest,  as  well  as  dearest. 


cumstances  of  comfort  and  respec- 
tability to  a  scanty  subsistence  mm 
her  ^parish.  He  trusts,  therefwre^ 
thnt  no  motive  of  vanity  will  be  im- 
puted to  him  for  presenting  to  the 
public  verses,  which  he  himself  con- 
fesses, have  no  other  merit  than 
what  they  derive  from  the  subjects 
treated  of,  and  the  pious  purpose 
they  arc  designed  to  answer."  Cer- 
tainly the  characterof  filial  piety  is  ' 
far  before  that  of  a  poet  ;  and  bene- 
volence, a  better  motive  for  pur- 
chasing a  book  thaiY  mere  entertain-  • 
jment ;  —  and  wc  must  do  this  nie- 
cKanic  the  justice  to  say,  tltattho* 
he  may  have  no  acquaintance  with  ' 
Apollo  and  the  Muses,  he  appears 
to  be  Well  acquainted  with  the 
Prophets  and  Apostles,— which  arc 
irtfiaitely  better  company.' 

Tlie  Crucifixion  of  Christ,  or  Good 
Friday* 5  Iheme,  In  a  Poem,  accom* 
ponied  with  Practical  inferences. 
Small ^0,  id  pp.    ^d, 

**  The  editor  begs  leave  to  in- 
form the  public,  that  the  author's 
principal  view  in  publishing  the 
following  private  meditations,  is  a 
desire  to  promote,  among  all  Chris- 
tians, a  more  general  and  devout 
observance  of  Good  Friday.-^  Should  , 
any  profits  arise  from  this  sale,  the 
author  has.  engaged  to  apply  them 
in  aid  of  the  General  Infirmary 
established  in  this  ci^,"  /.  c 
Bristol. 

The  Use  of  SaCred  History  ;  irspe-  ' 
daily  as  illufircuing  emd  confirming 
the  great  Doctrines  of  Revelation.  * 
lo  which  are  prefixed,  'Pioo  Di,iteft(t' 
tions.    By  John  Jamieson,    D.D.. 
IsA.S.S.  Minister   of  the  Gospel^, 
EdtnLurgh,   XivoFuls.  Zvo,  ^^opp, 
lis,  - 

.The  respectable  author  of  these. 

volumes  is  already  well  known  b/ 
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Us  fiaarMttf  and  evan^efkat  wrttiitfirs. 
la  an  advertKcmedt  prefixed  to  the 
HijfsK  vgdome,.  he  inCarins  us,  **^  That  - 
itlud  oft<m  occurved  to  him  that, 
OS  it  ccHild  not  be  without  a  special 
ilB&ign.that  so  great  a  portico  of  the 
filoiy  Scciptunes  waft  cast  into  ai> 
lustorical  fornv  the  principal  na^on 
«f  this  must  be^  that  it  appeared  to 
Bfimy  '^  who  knoweth  our  fraiTie,*' 
the  most  proper  mode  of  conveying 
instpuctiony^^veaoQ  those  subjects 
ia  which  we  are  interested  for  eter- 
mty ;  and  that,,  under  the  forcibk 
impression  of  this  idea^  lie  engaged 
Dk  this  work/*  The  wosk  itseU  is 
^vided  into  thipe  parts  : — 

Part  I.  contains^  A  general  View 
•fthe  Use  of  Sacred  History,  in  rhree 
aectioQs  t-i-Sect^  i .  A  genuine  View 
•i  Sacred  History :  the  Origin  of 
aItThiogs»^— of  Man^^of  Evil,— 
•f  the  Arts^  8cc.  —  ».  On  the  Beau, 
ties  of  Sacred  History:  itsStmpli. 
cityr--Conci8eness,^FideIity«— Dig. 
»ity> —  Unity,  Sec  —  j.  On.  the  Ad- 
▼antages  arising  from  this  Mode  of 
Writing :  Truths  made  more  level 
to  the  Understandisg,^CHlcuUted 
to  arrest  the  attention,  inftueiice  the 
aflfections,  memory,  &C, 

'  Part  II .  On  tlie  History  of  Israel : 
dieif  governmenfi^  covenant,  ihsti- 


ttirions,  ceremonies.  Set,  at  ail 
ample  source  of  instruction  to  the 
Christian  church. 

Part  II  f,  which  begins  the  second 
vt^hinte,  we  consider  as  peculiarly 
embracing  the  obj^t  of  the  author* 
Sect  J,  considers  Sacred  History 
as  illustrating  and  confirming  the 
ffemg  and  Uuity  of  God  j—  2.  The 
Doctrfncs  of  th{f  Trinity ; — 3  and  4^ 
The  Perfections  of  God  i —  5  and  6, 
Divine  Juftice ;  —  7  and  S,  Divine 
Sovereignty ;  —  9,  Divine  Provi- 
dence  ;  —  io>  The  Natural  Depi^- 
▼ity  of  IVlan  ;-y-  11  and. i^,  The  In* 
canuMion  of  the  Son  of  God  ;  — 
13  and  r4.  The  Doctrines  of  Sub- 
stitution, Atonement,  and  Imputa- 
tion J  --  15,  Necessity  of  AlxnJ^l^ 
Power  for  changing  the  Heart;— 
16,  The  Doctrine  of  particular  Re- 
demption J  —  17,  The  Conservation 
of  Believers* 

We  have  chosen  to  present 
our  readers  whh  thh  ^analytical 
vie^w  of  the  book,  to'  enable  them 
to  form  a  move  perfect  idea  of  the 
whole  design ;  and  this  \nnst  suf- 
fice at  present.  In  pur  sext^  we 
popose  to  give  soiue  specimens 
Jbrom  the  work  it^lf,  which  well' 
^deserves  a  particular:  attention. 
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Society.  No.  I.  to  ht  completed 
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The  Life  and  Posthumous  Works 
of  W.  Ccwper,  Esq.  By  W..  Hay^ 
ky,E8q.  Two  Vols.  410,  2l.12s.6d, 

Calista,  or  a  Picture  of  Modem 
Life  ;  a  Poem.  By  Luke  Bsooker, 
LL.D.  4to,  ss,6d. 

Minutia?,.  vol.  IL  By  J.  VV. 
Peers,  LL.D.  ixmo,  38.  boards. 

Bp.Beveridge*s  PiivateThoughts. 
New  Edition,  iimo^  3?.  6d. 

The  Saints  Everlasting  Rest.  By 
K.  Baxter;  abridged  by  Mr.  Faw-. 
Cftt;   New  Edition,  limo,,  3s.  <kl. 

A  Saint  Indeed.  By  the  Re^. 
John  Flavel.  i8mo,  is.  3d.  boards, 
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Faweeti*s  Grand  Inquiry,  '*  Am 
1  in  thii^t  or  not  V*  New  Edition, 
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Ditto,  with  Mr.  FawcettH  Fu- 
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Ditto,  3imo,  iS.  6d- boards. 

Au  Explanation  of  our  B  leased  Sa* 
viour^s  Sermon  on  the  Mount.  6dr 

Miscellaneous  Poemst  By  a  Me* 
chanic.    is  mo,  is. 

An%  Appeal  to  Reas6ii,  on  the 
Subject  ot  Daniel's  Prophecies.  By 
L.  Mayer.   8vo,  xs. 

Early  Piety  RccomtncnJed :  i, 
Funcr.tl- Sermon  for  G.  Gritfit1i3,of 
Bristol.    By  S.  LbwelU  8vo,  is. 

A  Probationary  Sermon,  preached 
at  the  L«.»ck  Hospital,  by  the  R.CV, 
W.  B.  \\  illiams.    4vo,  is« 
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We  nndtrstand,  the  following  Ministers  are  engaged  to  preach 
ihe-  Annual  Sermons  before  the  Mismonary  Society^  on  the 
Second  Wednesday  in  May,  and  Two  following  Bays ;  viz. 
The  Rev.  S.  Jiottomley,  of  Scarborough ;  Hie  Rev.  Grevilh 
Ewihgy  of  Glasgow ;  the  Rev.T.  Young,  ofBbley.  The  Name 
xfthe  Fourth  Minister,  with  the  Places  and  Times  (^  Worshij^, 
in  our  next h 

Missionary  society* 

^ROii  ttie  variMy  olfiiiterestiiif  intelligence  contAin^d  in  the  dispatches 
recently  received  from  Sou3i  Africa,  which  will  be  detailed  in  the 
"  History  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Society,"  now  publishing,  the 
Directors  have  selected  the  following  brief  Extracts,  from  the  Letter 
of  the  Missionary  Bakker ;  not  doubting  tiwt  the  Religious  Public  will 
fcel  a  lively  interest^  an4  abundant  cause  for  gratitude  to  God,  on  tlie 
perusal  of  thein :  — 

wered,  that  she  had  much  reason; 
because  the  Lord  had  shewn  to  her 
her  own  wickedness,  and  the  danger 
in  which  she  was  by  nature,— being 
dead  in  sin,  and,  therefore,  in  a 
state  of  condemnation  before  God, 
He  had  also  shewn  to  her,  that  re- 
Jdeii>ption  by  Christ  is  the  only  way 
of  salvation ;  and>  therefore,  she 
had  embraced  him,  through  faith, 
as  her  Redeemer,  in  whom  she  had 
forgiveness  of  sins,  and  a  right  to 
eternal  glory  ; — and  it  was  now  her 
only  desire  to  live  according  to  his 
will. 

**  Afterwards  I  conversed  with 
Resina,  who  directly  began  to  speak 
of  the  love  of  God  which  she  saw 
for  herself.  She  was  astonished  that 
such  a  sinful  creature  should  be  pre- 
served till  npw,  though  she  had  lonff 
ago  deserved  to  be  cast  into  Hell 
for  liersins ;  but  especially,  that  the 
Lord  had  made  known  to  her,  by 
his  word  and  Spirit,  her  lost  state 
by  nature,  and  had  enabled  her  to 
flee  to  the  blood  and  righteousness 
of  the  Lord  Jesus,  the  Son  of  God, 
who  bore  the  punishment  due  to 
sinners,  and  obtained  for  them  ever, 
lasting  life  j  wherefore  she  sought 
in  him  all  her  salvation,  and  desired 
now   to  live  for  him  iii  thankful. 


Conversion  of  Hottentots. 

••  I  rrsiTED  a  Hottentot  womaft, 
hamed  Martha,^  who  was  confined 
fcy  sickness :  I  found  hei^  better  in 
health,  and  her  soul  very  lively. 
She  told  me,  that  she  was  in  a  dark 
and  unbelieving  state  before,  and 
in  the  beginning  of  her  sickness ; 
but  that,  when  very  ill,  it  had 
'  {>leased  God  to  visit  her  with  his 
fcnfightening  gra<fe,  and  to  shew  her 
that  he  was  only  love  in  his  Son, 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  *  and  that  he 
was  that  to  her.  Believing  this, 
i^he  was  filled  with  joy  and  peace 
through  the  Holy  Ghost.  Being 
thus  united  to  the  Lord,  she  was 
Ivilling  to  depart  j  or,  if  it  should 
^ileasc  the  Lord  to  recover  her,  she 
%rishedto  live  for  Him,  by  his  grace. 
Sin:  admonished  heir  husoand,  who 
Was  full  of  sorrow,  say4ng,  tliat  he 
ought  not  to  murmur,  but  submit 
to  the  will  of  the  Lord$  because 
God*8  doings  were  wise,  good,  and 
only  love  J  and  that  she  would  not 
change  her  situation  for  a  thousand 
worlds. 

**  Sunday,  July  4th.  After  pub- 
lic worship  with  seventy  or  eighty 
.natives,  I  asked  one,  named  Styn, 
It  she  had  no  reason  to  shew  forth 
the  praise  of  the  Lord  i    She  ans- 

XI. 
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**  A  man,  named  Goliath,  said, 
that  be  had  reason  to  praise  God 
for  what  be  had  taught  him*  out 
of  his  word,  of  the  way  of  salva- 
tion ;  wherefore  it  was  now  his  duty 
to  make  use  of  the  means  of  grace, 
and  not  to  rest  till  he  should  have 
the  promises  of  Christ  and  his  sal« 
vation,  through  faith,  in  posses- 
sion. 

*«  Visiting  a  sick  man,  named  Jeph- 
ta,  I  asked  him,  if  the  Lord  should 
call  him  to  die,  upon  what  ground  he  ' 
should  enter  eternity  \  He  answered, 
he  did  not  know.  I  enauired,  if  he 
did  not  think  that  his  freguent  at. 
tendance  oa  the  worship  of  God, 
and  his  not  being  so  wicked  is  other 
Heathens,  was  not  a  good  ground 
to  trust  that  God  would  be  gracious 
to  him?  He  replied.  No;  this 
ground  is  not  good.  —  I  then  asked 
him,  if  it  was  not  better  to  seek,  as 
A  lost  condemned  sinner^  his  salva. 
tion  only  in  the  Lord  Jesus,  —  who 
came  tq  seek  and  to  save  that  which 
was  lost.  He  answered,  he  believed 
that  was  the  right  ground ;  and  that 
It  was  through  |;race  that  he  had  a 
desire  to  seek  his  salvation  in  that 
way." 

Extraci  of  a  Letter  from  a  re- 
spectable Friend  in  one  of  the 
principal  Cities  in  France. 

**  In  consequence  of  the  verf  high 
price  which  the  bookseller  who  pos- 
sesses Protestant  books,  demands 
for  them,  the  minister  has  obtained 
about   loo  New  Testaments  from 

,  Geneva,  and  is  about  to  order  an 
equal  number  of  Old  Testaments,— 
II  the  English -Missionary  Society 
would  make  an  ofl'er  of  that  kind 
in  favour  of  the  French  churches, 
it  would  have  a  most  astonishing 
effect  towards  the   spread  of    the 

'  Gospel  amongst  them  (whether  it 
were  by  giving  away  or  selling  at 
low  prices)  by  sending  to  the  mi- 
nisters of  the  reformed  churches 
a  proportionate  number  oi  Bibles 
and  other  edifying  books,— -since 
almost  the  whole  were  burnt  when 
the  decree  was  promulgated  against 
div,ine  worship ;  and  fcarcely  any  are 
now  to  be  seen  in  France,  but  such 
as  are  procured  from  Flanders, 
Swiuerland,  and  Geneva," 


INDIA. 

A  tETTER  hasarrived  from  Indii^ 
dated  as  late  as  Aug.  3xst,  1S02. 
The  intelligence  it  contains,  in  addi- 
tion  to  Hfhat  has  been  received  be- 
fore, is,  that  applications  hav^  been 
made  to  the  Missionaries  by  mes- 
sengers forty  miles  oiT,  i%questiqg 
them  to  visit  their  part  of  the  coun- 
try :— that  this  request  was  conijplied 
with,  and  that  great  numbers  of  peo- 
ple were  found  to  have  tlirown  off 
their  cast ;  aoo  in  one  place,  and  as 
many  as  sooo  in  another, — and  that 
on  conviction  of  the  wickedness  of 
Hindooinv  and  Mahomedism;  yet 
vrithout  any  knowledge  of  the  right 
way :— that  when  they  heard  of  the 
Gospel,  they  sent  to  enquire  afto*  it ; 
and  on  hearing  of  one  of  the  Mis. 
sionaries.coming,  were  all  assembled 
to  welcome  him.  'f  here  is  every 
appearance  of  their  receiving  the 
Gospel  w^th  all  readiness;  but  the 
result  must  be  left  to  the  Lord.  At 
present,  there  seems  to  be  an  open 
door.  A.  F. 

P.  S,  The  following  passage  is  in 
Mr.  Marshman's  Journal  of  May  5, 
1802,  ""Received  a  most  affectionate 
letter  from  Dr.  Vanderkemp,  dated 
Nov.  1,  i8of ,  in  answer  to  one  we 
had  sent  him  in  February.  He 
mentions  many  particulars  which 
you  must  receive  another  way,  be. 
tore  this  can  reach  you.  He  was 
then  at  Graaf  Reinet,  in  a  state  of 
blockade,  the  Christian  inhabitants 
around  him  having  risen,  to  avenge 
on  him  the  pollution  of  the  church 
by  the  admission,  of  Hottentots! 
He  promises  a  continuance  of  his 
correspondence,  and  requests  the 
same  on  our  part ;  vfith  Which  wc 
shall  joyfully  comply." 

New  York. 
Those  friends  of  the  Rev,  J.  M. 
Mason,  who  have  expressed  some 
anxiety  to  hear  of  his  -safe  retpra 
to  America,  will  re»d  with  much 
pleasure  the  following 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  a  Loify  ai 
New  Tori  to  a  Friend  at  ITahvortAf 
dated  New  York^  Oct.  20,  1^02. 

*•  Mr.  Mason  and  five  other  mi- 
nisters have  arrived  safe  in  this 
city  ;  where  he  found  his  family 
ana  friends  in  general  well. 
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"Last  Sabbath  week  he  preached 
his  first  senuon.  I  may  call  it  a 
comment  on  the  first  epistle  of  St. 
Jahn,  ist  chapter,  particularly  the 
6cvcnth  verse  in  that  chapter;  and 
the«  second  verse  in  the  second 
ckapter,  **  Christ  the  Propitiation." 
It  was  a  very  solemn  sight  to  sec 
the  church  crowded  within  and 
without.  Mr.Mason,  withapsalm, 
called  on  all  things  to  praise  God, 
aod  then  oii^red  up  a:  very  solemn 
prayer;  and  when  he  spoke  to  his 
church  and  people,  it  was  very  af- 
fiecting  indeed;  and  all  seemed  much 
impressed.  I  can.  speak  for  one,  it 
was  a  refreshment  from  the  Lord's 
presence." 

The  Conversion  of  a  Jew. 
Su,        TotheZditor. 

pesirous  of  communicating  to  the 
religious  public  an  event  calcu. 
lated  to  display  the  efficacy  of  di- 
vine grace,  and  to  gratify  devout 
and  tcrvenc  well  wishers    to  the 

.  aaseofChrist,  we  transmit  to  you 
the  following  short  narrative  :—> 

larry  J/.  Ednnindi^ 
March  ti,  1803. 

Thi  gospel  of  late,  in  this  place, 
lias  been  attended  with  great  suc- 
cess. Accessions  to  our  church 
have  been  numerous,  and  the  sweet 
influence  of'  vital  religion  increas- 
iflgly  fielt  by  us  all.  Among  other 
iostances,  is  a  Prussian  Jew,  of  the 
.•ame  of  Solomon  Joseph,  whq  has 
Wen  in  this  kingdom  upwards  of 
thirty  years,  and,  three  or  four  of 
them,  a  resident  in  this  town. 

Prom  the  earnest  and  repeated 
eotfcaties  of  his  wife,  whp  is  a  se- 
^  rioBs  ChristiaA,  he  was  induced,  near 
twelve  months  ago,  to  hear  among 
OS  the  glorious  gospel  of  God  our 
Saviour.  The  subjecfto  wliich  our 
mccmed  Pastor  (the  Rev.  Charles 
Dcwh^t^  was  providentially  di- 
rected at  that  time,  was  founded  on 
Hcb.  xiii.  10—13.  After  his  first 
attendance,  hc-^gan  to  suspect  his 
Own  religion,  and  was  influenced  to 
Kiv  that  ««  God  Almighty  would 
whim  into  wiiat  was  truth."— 
^tma  that  time  he  omitted  no  op- 
f<>ruuuty  of  attendance.   The  light 


he    gained    into    Christianity  was 
rapid ;    especially  as  our    beloved 
minister  was  expounding  thp  Acts 
of  the  Apostles.  —  Hearing  a  dis- 
course,  in  the  month  of  January, 
upon  the  conversion  of  Lydia,  and 
her  public    profession   ot   Christi- 
anity,—he  waited  upon  Mr.  Dew- 
hirst  the  following  day,  to  declare 
what  God  had  done  for  his  soul, 
and  express  his  desire  of  being  bap- 
tized.    The  interview  was  pleasing 
and  affecting ;  the  account  ne  gave 
of  his  conversion  was  simple,  clear, 
and  striking..    After  this    he  was 
waited  upon  by  a  number  of  Chris- 
tian'friends  at  different  times,  who 
were  more  than  satisfied  with  the 
account  he  gave.    On  the  first  Sab- 
bath in  March  he  was  baptized, 
when,  before  a  very  numerous  and 
crowded  audience,  the  service  was 
conducted  in  the  following  manner . 
after  singing,  Mr.  Dewhirst  offered 
up  a  solemn  prayer ; — then  deliver, 
ed  an  introductory  discourse,— after 
which  the  following  questions  Were 
proposed :    •*  Solomon  Joseph,    as 
your  parents  were  Jews^  and  as  you 
were  educated  in  the  Jewish  prin- 
ciples, what  induced  you  to  embrace 
the    Christian  faith?      What    are 
your  reasons  for  believing  that  Jesus 
of  Nazareth  was  the  Son  of  God  ?— 
As  you  know  that  you  are  a  guilty 
condemned  sinner  according  to  the 
the  law  o(  Moses,  how  do  you  ex* 
pect  to  be  saved  ? 

To  these  he  made  very  satisfac- 
tory  replies,  and  was  then  baptized 
accordmg  to  the  mode  used  in  the 
independent  churches.  Immediately 
after  l\is  baptism,  he  was  unani- 
mously admitted  a  member  of  the 
church ;  and  then  Mr.  Dewhurst  ad- 
dressed  him  upon  his  public  profes- 
sion of  Christianity,— the  church  of 
which  he  had  become  a  member,— 
and  the  surrounding  audience ;  con- 
cluding by  prayer  for  the  extension 
of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom.  Thro* 
the  whole  of  the  service,  which 
was  near  two  hours,  solemnity  filled, 
the  places  and  at  paiticular- sea- 
sons, the  wh»le  congregation  was 
mnc}>  affected. 

In  the  evening  an  appropriate 
sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev. 
William  Hickman,  of  Waltisheld 
from  John  xx.  29. 

Z  1 
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Colonel  Despard. 

The  trial  and  execution  of  Cul. 
Despard  for  high  treason,  havcbtieo 
reported  to  the  public  tlirough  so 
many  channels,  that  it  is  scarcely 
necessary  for  us  tp  mejuipn  tl:tem; 
nor  should  we  tj^ke  any  further  nOr 
ticc-of  Jmn,  l?ut  on  ^covint  of  the 
spirit  of  infidelity  by  whiph  he  secnir 
cd  to  be  actuated,  living  and  dying. 

Thb  unhappy  man,  attcr  having 
thrown  away  his  life,  by  making 

J>rpposaU,  to  »  set  of  ignorant  fel- 
ows  in  an  al? *house,  to  murder  hi' 
A^ajcsty,  and  overturn  the  present 
system  of  government  (in  which  it 
is, hard  to  say,  whether  weakness  or 
nvickednesc  had  the  greatest  share) 
appeared  to  be  totally  insensible  oi 
his  guilt,  and  avoided  the  very 
means  of  conviction,  Wnen  the 
Kjev.  Mr.  Winkworth,  an  evangCr 
lical,  clergyman,  and  whp  i^  Ch^ipr 
lain  to  tjhe  Surrey  Gaol,  kindly  of- 
fered his  services,  he  declined  tlieoi| 
ai>d  refui>ed  to  eater  in  any  religious 
conversation.  He  also  declined 
reading  pr.  Dpddridge's  Evidences 
of  Christianity,  saying  to  Mr. 
Winkworth,  "  Sir,  1  might  with 
equal  propriety  request  you  to  read 
this  book,"  shewing  him  a  Treatisp 
f>p  («ogic  which  he  bad  before  him. 


Bfing  jrg^in  pressed  on  t^ie  t^W 
subject,  he  said,  ««  I  have  fctten 
pn  nty  legs  •,  dp  not  endeavcmr  to  pii| 
fetters  on  my  mind.^*  He  also  ob, 
served  that  he  had  (hidicd  Theology 
a  ereat  deal,  had  attended  al!  sorti 
ofplaces  of  worship,  and,  had  many 
years  agp  mad^  up  his  mind  on  thU 
subjca;  adding,  that  he  did  not  be, 
lieve  the  truth  of  religion.  He 
,  §ecms  to  have  persisted  to  the  end 
in  the  sain<;  irreligious  st^itc,  justl, 
fying  his  political  conduct  with  ht^ 
last  breath,  and  rejecting  t^e  Si, 
viour  of  the  world.  Tp  such  awful 
hardness  of  heaH  may  men  attain, 
who  have  forsaken  God,  and  wh^ 
jnay  therefore  juftly  leave  them  to 
strong  delusion,  that  they  way  be, 
lieve  a  lie,  because  they  receive  not 
\\\e  Ipye  of  the  truth; 


Jkdfard  Union. 

if  The  seventh  general  meeting  of 
the  Union  of  Christians  formed  af 
Bedford,  is  pxpectfd  tp  be  held  on 
Wednesday,  the  ^7th  of  April, 
The  Rev.  Rowjand  Hill,  A.M.  ha$ 
engaged  (God  ^illingl  to  preach 
on  the  occasion,  at  Beaford^  in  th^ 
forenopn  of  that  day.'' 


ORDINATIONS, 


July  15,  i$oi,ipev.P.7<wf<r5,latc 
student  at  Wrexham,  was  solemnly 
set  apart  by  the  imposition  of  hands, 
to  the  pastoral  ptnce  in  the  inde. 
pendent  congregation  at  Holywell, 
The  service  yvas  introduced  by  Mr. 

f).  Davics,  of  Welchpool  j  Mr.  T- 
ones,  of  Newma^kpt,  read  a  portion 
of  the  Scriptures i  Mr.  Q,  Lewis, 
of  I.lanuwchllyn,  delivered  a  dis- 
course on  the  nature  of  a  church, 
pertinent  on  the  occasion,  and  asked 
the  usual' questions,  tp -yvhich  satis- 
factory answers  were  given  j  Mr. 
W.  Browu,  of  Wrexham,  then 
grayed  the  ordination  prayer;  Mr. 
J.  Lewis,  of  Wrexham  (his  tutor) 
addressed  the  minister,  from  1  'Cor. 
ii.  13. ;  and  Mr.  B.  Jones,  of  PwlU 


hili,  delivered  the  charge  to  the* 
congregation,  from  Phlt  ii.  »9-  — r 
Mr.  J.  Wilson,  of  Nprfhwich,  :and/ 
several  other  ministers,  engaged*  '\i\ 
the  afternoon  and  the  preceding 
evening. 

Npv.  18,  1802,  M^s&s  Fishfl-  waj 
ordained  pastor  of  the  particiilai* 
Baptist  church  of  New  Brentford* 
Mr.  Uppedine,  of  Hammersmith, 
began  the  service,  tthh.  reading 
a  Tim.  ii.  and  then  forayed ;  Mr. 
Button,  of  Dean-street,  \xplaine<| 
the  cause  of  dissent  frdVn  the  estab- 
ifshmcnt,  and  received  the  account 
of  the  Lord's  dealmgs  with  thii 
church  since  its  commencement  i-^ 
the  church  avoided  their  <al!  j  MrJ 
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yisltfr  signified  his  acceptance,  and 

five  a  confession  of  his  fiatth  ;  NJr. 
hilliMiore,  of  Kii^ton,  pmye^  tlK  • 
brdination  prayer  ;  Mr.  Upton,  of 
BJackfryar^,  delivered  the  cfiargt , 
^om  I  Tim.vj.  i  i-<-i4.  ^  Mr.Hutch- 
|ngs,  of  Unicom  -  yard,  preached  to 
the  chiirch,  front  i  Cor.  xvi.  loj 
Mr.  Tprlin,  of  Harlingtpn,  con- 
f  lydpd  with  prayer,  —.The  congre«r 


gatign  >^&s  numerous  and  attentive^ 
and  solemnity  marked  the  whole  of 
the  service.    • 

The  members  of  this  churcb 
gratefully  acknowledge  the  kind- 
ness of  the  friends  in  Mr.  Wesley'4 
connexion,  wjio  attbrded  them  the" 
u»e  of  theif  chapel  in  Old  brents 
ford,  fpr  th^  oCi^^iion^ 


CHAPELS   OPENED. 


Deo.  a7»  iSoi^,  a  small  chapel 
was  opened  at  f^enn^oody  Dorset,  si-? 
faated  in  a  most  dreary  part  of  the 
Old  forest,  about  seven  miles  from 
Fordingbridge.  Though  the  popu- 
lation of  the  neighbourhood  is 
small,  the  mental  darkness  of  the 
inhabitants  is  extreme,  .and  Justi- 
fies the  benevolent  zeal  of  the  Chris- 
tian friend  v/  \\o  stepped  forward  to 
rear  t}iis  little  tabernacle  for  God. 
Mr.Lewis,  of  Ringwood,  explained 
the  advantages  of  public  worship, 
from  Psalm  ^iii.  i|. ;  Mr.  Button, 
of  Doyrnton.  prayed  ;  and  Mr. 
Loader'preached ,  from  Ezekxxxiv. 
1 1,  12.  -r-  For  some  years,  two  or 
three  plain  Cliristians,  aiul  occa- 
sionally regular  ministers,  have  held 
forth  the  word  of  life  to  the  people, 
pot  without  some  tokens  of  success. 
Greater  hopes  are  now  entertained 
from  a  Sunday-school,  which  is  to 
be  fofmed  on  one  half  of  the  Lord's 
i>ay.  Hitherto,  whole  families  have 
lived  and  died  without  being  able 
to  read  the  Scriptures, — which  alone 
^  able  to  make  us  wisf  udto  sal- 
vation. 

Fr^.  *3, 1803,  was  opened,  a  new 
fhapel  in  ^ageliy  near  Holywell^ 
Flintshire,  under  the  pastoral  carp 
of  the  Rev.  p.  Jones.  The  ser- 
vice was  introduced  by  Mr.  J  Jones, 
of  Liverpool;  Mr.  W.  Brown,  of 
^rexham,  preached  from  \%.  xxv. 
$  ;  and  Mr.  T.  Jones,  of  Eeau- 
inari^.  from  2  Cbron.  vi.  20.  —  In 
^e  aflemoon^  the  service  was  begun 


by  Mr.  D.  Davies,  of  Wclrhpoo% 
who  also  dropped  a  few  hints  on 
the  privileges  of  Dissenters,  to  cau- 
tion against  persecution ;  Mr. 
White,  of  Chester,  preached  from 
Acts  xvii.  30;  Mr.  J.  Lewi?,  of 
Wrexham,  from  Prov.  viii.  31.  and 
concluded  by  prayer. 

Wk  arc  happy  to  hear  that  the 
town  of  IVest  Qkuts,  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  which,  in  the  summer  sea- 
son has  long  been  a  place  of  fash- 
ionable resort,  possesses  now,  w  hat 
will  be  deemed  by  the  serious  fami- 
lies who  may  be  disposed  to  visit  it, 
one  great  advantage,— ra  stated  mi- 
nistry of  the  gospel.  Mr.  Styles, 
when  preaching  some  mouths  at 
Newport  (at  the  request  of  Mr- 
Walker,  wno  sometimes  preached  a 
lecture  on  a  Lord's  Day  evening) 
visited  Cowes  occasionally;  and^** 
on  quitting  that  scene  of  his  labours, 
by  the  unanimous  wish  of  the 
people,  undertook  to  preach  statedly 
at  Cowes.  The  progress  of  the 
gospel  has  been  great  during  the 
last  six  months.  The  place  occu- 
pied for  divine  worship  (which  is  a 
storehouse  fitted  up  for  the  pur- 
pose) is  not  by  any  means  large 
enough  to  contain  those  who  arc 
willing  to  attend,  and  to  contribute 
to  the  support  of  the  cause.  A 
commodious  meeting-houf«,  there- 
fore, is  now  being  erected  }  and  it 
is  hoped,  it  will  be  completed  about 
the  time  when  the  company  visit 
illis  watering-place. 
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POETRY. 


f;^  Having  received  many  complaints  of  the  Abridgment  of  tfii^ 
Department,  through  the  late  Arrival  of  Intelligence,  we  are  happy,  thi* 
Month,  to  give  an  Additional  Page,  by  way  of  Compensation, 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETtER 

VROM  jrui 

late  JVilliam  Cozcper,  Esq. 

TO  A  LADY. 

MpterkMis  are  his  ways,  whose  pow'r 
Brings  forth  that  uncxpccccd  hour, — 
"When  Bunds  that  never  mcc  before. 
Shall  meet,  uniie,  and  part  noimore  } 
It  is  th'  allotment  of  the  skies, 
Tk«  hand  o(  the  suprenidy  wise. 
That  guides  and  governs  our  at^'eciions^ 
^ndpiaiw  aad  orders  our  connexions  : 
Thii*  vhen  we  settl'd  where  you  found  us^ 
Feasaou  and  children  all  around  us, 
JHot  dreaming  of  so  ^ar  a  friend. 
Deep  in  ih'  abyss  of  Silver-end  •  ; 
Thus  Martha,  e'en  against  her  will, 
^fch'd  on  the  top  of  yonder  hill ; 
Aiid  you>  tho*  you  must  needs  prefer 
Tike  faiicr  scenes  of  sweet  Sancerre^ 
Att  come  from  di»tam  Loire  f  to  chusc 
JL  cottage  oa  the  banks  of  Ouic» 

This  page  of  Prori'dence  quite  new, 
And  now  ]u&t  opening  on  our  vjew« 
£aii|>]i^yfro<»r  present  choughu  and  pains, 
To  spell  and  guess  what  k  contains  1 
But  d»y  by  dayj  atid  yetr  by  year, 
Wil)  make  the  dark  aenigma  clev. 
And  &mish  us  perhaps  at  last, 
Xikc  ether  scenes  already  past, 
WiUi  proof  that  we,  and  our  affairs, 
A»e  part  of  great  Jehovah's  cares  : 
For  God  unfolds,  by  slow  drgrces. 
The  ^rport  of  his  deep  decree^; 
Sheds  ev'ry  hour  a  clearer  light. 
In  aid  o^'our  defective  sight  ; 
•Awi  spreads  at  length,  before  the  soul, 
A  beautiful  acd  jxrrfcct  whole, 
Whkir  busy  man's  inventive  brain 
Toils  to  anticipate  in  vam. 

Say,  Anna,  had  you  never  known. 
The  beauty  of  a  rose  full  blown, 
CVwlJ  yoii^  thoueh  luminous  yow:  eye, 
Sy  looking  on  the  bud  dr«.cry  ; 
Or  guess,  with  a  psopbetic  |«ow'r. 
The  fvjture  splendor  of  the  flow'r  ? 
Jost  so,  th*Omn: potent,  who  turns 
The  system  of  tlur  wodd's  concerns  ; 
Fr«Mn  mere  rainuiix  can  adduce 
Events  of  most  important  use,-^ 
jlnd  bid  a  dawning  sky  display 
Tiu.  bJatc  tff  a  meridian  day  I 


The  works  of  man  tencf,  one  and  aft. 
As  needs  they  roust,  from  great  to  small  j 
And  Vanity  absorbs,  at  length. 
The  monuments  of  human  strength ; 
But  who  can  tell  how  vast  the  plan 
Which  this  day's  incident  began  ? 
Too  small  |>erhaps  the  slight  occasion 
For  our  diipinishM  observation  ; 
It  (lass'd  unnoticed,  like  the  bird 
That  cleaves  the  yielding  air  unheard  ;  • 
And  yet  may  prove,  when  underst&odj. 
An  harbinger  of  endless  good  ! 
Kot  that  I  deem,  or  mean  tocail 
Friendship  a  blessing,  cheap  or  small ; 
But  merely  (o  rcnurk,  that  ours, 
Like  some  of  Nature's  sweetest  Aow*ss, 
Rose  from  a  seed  of  tiny  size. 
Which  seem'd  to  promise  no  such  priie* 
A  irattiient  visit  intervening. 
And  made  almost  without  a  racanii^  ^ 
Hardly  ih*  effect  of  inclination. 
Much  less  of  pleasing  expectation, 
Produc'd  a  friendship  thus  begun. 
That  has  cemented  u&  in  one  j 
And  placM  it  in  our  pow'r  to  prove, 
Ky  long  fidelity  and  love. 
That  Solomon  has  wisely  spoken, 
**  A  tlfrccfojd  cowl  is  not  soon  broken*" 


FOR  TffE  MISSIONARY MEETINGSh 

ETiaNALBavioor,  Prince  of  Peace, 
Thy  gospel  send  from  shore  to  shore  | 

To  guilty  soub  it  brings  release. 
And  makes  the  sinner  thee  adore. 

The  mountains  leveli  valBes  raise. 
And  give  it  universal  spread  ; 

Let  it  inspire  oor  souls  with  praise. 
And  raise  to  life  ihe  sinners  dcad» 

Bid,  Lord,  thi*;  conq'ring  word  go  on  ( 
Bless  who  the  gosfnel  message  bear  j 

Let  it  d-stioy  the  tempter's  throne. 
And  Nations  in  its  blessings  shar& 

Oor  brethren  bless  in  southern  is^cs; 

Success  lo^cv'ry  effort  give  ; 
Let  them  enjoy  thy  gracious  smiles, 
-  And  Ud  tk'  untutor'd  heathen  Hve, 

Let  those  abroad,  and  these  at  Itome, 
Be  useful  to  the  souls  of  men  :     ^ 

Through  them  to  Chrlft  may  sinners  coiner 
Let  all  the  people  add  Amen  ! 

UodboroNghw  O.  A.  J, 


•  The  place  where  Mr.  Cowp.-f  then  resided, 
f  The  Lady  had  KccuUy  returned  from  France* 
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CHRISTIAN  EXPERIENCE* 

As  Viods,  and  stoims,  aad  dasbing  surges 

roar 
With  dreadful  fury  on  the  tea-skirt  shore; 
At  other  times,  the  geticle  Zfphyrs  play. 
And  the  unruffled  stream  pursues  its  way  t 
'Tis  thus,  methinks,  it  passes  in  my  soul> 
One  day  the  weather's  fair,  another  foul, 
Kow  tempest  tost  with  irarioos  doobta  and 

fears. 
My  heart  o'erwhelm'd  With  woe,  my  ey« 

with  tears, 
Impending    clouds  of  darkness  o'er  me 

spread, 
And  in  the  paths  of  Hell  I  seem  to  tread ; 
My  ways  all  strew'd  with  thorns,  while. 

black  Despair 
Would  aU.  the  measure  of  roy  days  with 

care. 
Ofpms'd,  ^ast  down,  and  almoft  robb'd  of 

hope. 
To  the  poor  sinner's  Friend  I  ihen.look  nj^; 
Cast  at  his  feet  ray  burden  and  my  griet'y 
And  there,  and  there  alone,  I  find  relief* 

He  says  to  each  rude  passion,  "  Peace, 
best.Iir 

And  straight  it  yields  obedience  t^  his 
will. 

lit  orders  L'ght  where  darkness  reign*d 
before, 

And  bids  mc  disbelieve  his  love  no  more. 

At  his  command  my  hope  once  more  ap- 
pears, 

And  flow'rs  of  Eden  deck  this  Yale  of 
tears  ; 

ToZion  bound;  refresh*d,I  speed  my  way. 

And  travel  en  by  nighr,  as  well  as  day. 

At  times  I  sing,  but  oft  my  harp's  un- 
strung, 
Or  set  to  notes  which  captive  Israel  sung 
When  they  the  Babylouiaa  streams  ex-< 

plor'd,  -   ^  s 

And  Zion*s  loss  in  pkUncive  strains  de* 
plor'd. 

Yet  if  my  anchor's  cast  within  the  vale,  ' 
Tho'  now  oppos'd  by  many  a  boift'rjus 

My  little  vessel  shall  the  stoYm  outride, 
Xer  fear  a  wreck,  for  Jesus  is  its  guide* 
How  oft  has  he  been  better  than  my  ffars, 
And  with   a  fromiae  check'd  my  flow- 
ing tears, 
Met  my  requeff,  prevented  mv  desire. 
And  tarn'd  to  songs  of  praise  my  mourn- 

fill  lyre! 
But  oh,  what  base  rctoms  roy  heart  has 

made! 
Howjoft  his  love  by  coldness  hat  been 

paid! 
How  oft  Tvc  slighted,  tum*d  awa^  m^ 

face 
Fntt  all  the  invitations  of  his  grastl 


Yet  still  the  tam^  he  Wooes  this  lieatt  of 

stone. 
And  makes  his  love  by  v^uotless  tnercteft 

known  ! 
What  can  I  say,  dear  Lord,  to  love  io 

strange  > 
To  love  that  all  tny  rebel  acts  can  change  * 
Language  here  fails ;  an  angel  can't  ck« 

ploic  i 
Be  hush'd  then.  Muse,  and  silently  adore  I  ' 
Or  if  fotoe  .lephyr   breathe    upoa  thf 

strings. 
Or  passii^  angels  tonoh  thee  with  theit 

wings, 
I.et  thy  best  notes  res^uod  my  Sarioor^ 

praise  I 
.  And  all  thy  theme  be  hb  redeeming  giacc  I 
That  shall  employ  in  Heav'n  my  bettcc 

pow'rs ! 
That   shall   on   eanh  solace  my  captfvd 

hours  ! 
That  shall  my  charter  be  to  worlds  above  I  '' 
And   then  no  Heav'n  I'll  ask  but  Jesus* 

love  1  G.  &. 


THE  DEW-DROP. 

Mark  the  resplendent  orbof  dayp 
Early  difi'use  hb  orient  ray. 

Enlivening  all  around ! 
The  dew,  soft  trembling,  then  is  sec^ 
On  cv'ry  beauteous  spire  of  green 

That  decorates  the  ground^ 

As, if  the  op'ning  scene  inviie 
To  hail  his  mild  returning  light. 

Each  drop  refulgence  gains f 
The  prism's  diverging  colours  too. 
On  cv'ry  humid  ball  we  view,      # 

That  clothes  the  verdant  plains. 

But  should  the  suo  his  glory  shroud 
In  some  opaqoo  obtruding  cloud,  . 

Soon  is  I  heir  beauty  lost : 
So  Christians,  if  their  Lord  remove^ 
The  sudden  loss  of  comfort  prove. 

Nor  longer  beauty  boast. 

Warn'd  by  the  dew-drop's  transient  show^ 
All  sclf-depende.ice  I  forego^ 

Nor  trust  my  treachVous  h^rt. 
Jesus !  to  thee  my  soul  would  fly. 
Thou  Son  of  righteousness  on  high, 

Thy  ^oick'ning  beams  impart ! 

The  smallest  drop  throughout  the  field 
Will  somewhat  of  sweet  radiance  yield, 

Cheer'd  by  the  rbiz^  day  ; 
So  I,  the  meanelt  of  thine  own. 
Dear    Lord!    would  dwell   bcfort   thy 
throne. 

And  Ihina  witti  Wrrew'd  raty. 


A»iti|TTA. 
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PSALM  LXIV  T^.  New-cast  mj  piomtiietj  tnatce  Tt  •^♦©tfjf 

Where  the  rocks  lurk,  and    where  ih© 

quiet satids  lie  i 
Guard  thou  the  gulph  with  lore  ;    mf 

calras  with  care  , 
Cleanse  thou  my  freight ;  accept  my  sleil* 

dcr  fare  :  , 

Refresh  the  sea-sitk  pastenger  ;  cut  short 
His  voyage  ;  safe  land  him  ia  his  wishM- 

fbr  port. . 
Thoaj  thou  ^hdixl  wiuds  and  stormy  seat 

obey,    . 
That  through  the  deep  giv'ft  marmunng 

Israel  way, 
Say  16  my  Soulj  be  safe  j  ind  then  my  eye 
Shall  scftrn  grim  Deaths  although  gnni 

Death  stand  hf. 
Oh  I   thou,    whose  strength  teviTing  tnil 

dtd  cherish 
Thy  sinking  Peter  at  the  point  to  petish, 
Reach  forth  thy  hand,  or  bidmc  tread 

the  wav«  ; 
I'll  cortie^  I'll  come:  the  voice  that  calU 

will  save, 

Rotbcritht.  T.  J-  N- 


Ut  tin  dtep  iVMllow  me  up» 
Ta«   world's  a   •ea ;    my  flesh  a    ship , 

that's  mani/d 
'With.  I  an' ring  thoughts,  and  siocr'd  by 

Reaso^/s  hand  j 
Ify  heart's  the  seanutt's  chairt,  whereby 

she  saih ; 
My  \oo&t  a«tcti#ii$  afr  the^gre^iter  sails » 
The  to,  sail  is  my  fancy ;  and  the  gUsts 
That  ftfl  thise  wanton  sheets  are  worldly 

lusts* 
Frayec    is  the  cable»  at  whose  end  ap- 
pears 
The  anehot  Hope,  ne'er  slipp'd  hut   irt 

our  fears  i 
My  will's  th' unconftaot  pilot,  that  com- 
mands 
The  stags*! ing  keel  i    fny  sins  arc  like 

the  sands ; 
Hq^entance  is  the  bucket,  and  mine  eye 
The  p«mp,  uous'd  \^bul  in  extremes)  and 

dry.    , 
My  C0.1  science  is' the  ploiumct,  that  decs 

press 
The  deeps,  but  seldom  cries>  O  fathom- 
less : 
Smootl^  calm's  security  \  the  gulph's  despair  j 
&1y  freight's  corruption;  and  this  life's 

my  fare. 
My  foul's  the  passenger,  confused,  driv'n 
From  fear  to  fright  j  her  lauding  port  is 
Ueav'n. 
My  seas  are  stormy,  and  my  ship  doth 
leak; 
My  failors  rude}   my  stecrs-tuan   faint 

and  weak  : 
My  canvas  torn,  it  flaps  from  side  to  side  : 
My  cable's  crack'd,  my  anchor's  slightly 

,       ty'd; 
My  pilot's  craATd  j  my  shipwreck  sands 

an  rloak'd ; 
My  bucket's  broken,  and  my  pump  ir 

choak'd  ; 
My  calm's  deceitful,  and  my  gulph's  too 

oeart 
My  warvv  are  slubber'd»  aad  my  fare's  too 
^  dear ; 

My  plummet's  light,  it  cannot  sink  nor 

sound  : 
O,  shall  my  rock-be>threaten'd  soul  be 
drowiv'd  i 

Lordt  siill  the  teas,  and  shield  my  ship 

from  harm, 
Ir.:'ru<jiniy  sailors,  guide  my  steers*man*8 

arni4 
irTkKifhthDa  my  compass,  aad  renew  nay 

sails  ; 
$en«&' stiver  (ourage,  •nteod  wilder  gales ; 
Make  strong  my  cable,  bmd  my  anchor 
**  •  Nit^  f 

Direct  my  pilot,  and  be  thou  his  master. 
Object  the  sands  to  my  more  serious  viev^*; 
Make  sound  my  bucket,  bore  my  pump 

anew  : 


UTrittat  after    reading   the   Account 
publishid  by  the  Strangers'  :Fnemi 
Society^  for  the  year  i  S  o  1 1 
What  sccnei  of  misery  and  woe  ! 
Alas  I  What  blasts  ot  sorrow  blow> 

Unheeded  by  the  throng  I 
The  busy,  careless^  and  sqpine^^ 
Such  visits  and  such  scenes  decline  ; 

,  Nor  dwell  they  on  their  tongue  ! 
Uttle  ye  rich  and  prosp*roua  think 
How  many  fellow-creatures  sink, 
Through  povtrty  and  grief! 
O  from  your  treasure  kindly  spare  r 
A  trifle  let  the  wretched  share. 
To  bring  them  kind  relief. 
Their  pains  and  woes,  their  wretched  ftatti 
O  think,  it  might  have  been  your  fau> 

Unworthy  what  yoif  have  s 
Then  let  their  miseries  awake 
Some  gen'rous  purpose,  for  his  sake 

^lio  cantc  the  lost  to  save  I 
Great  God,  with  blessings  e'er  surround 
I'hose  who  in  works  bt  love  abouady 

Who  visit  scenes  of  woe ; 
To  Death,  not  to  Disease  a  prey^ 
O  keep  and  bless  them  in  the  way 

In  which  they  kindly  go. 
Crown  their  endeavours  to  recltitil 
poor  guilty  sinners  through  thy  namet 

And  bring  them  back  to  Ood. 
Wisdom,  and  Sirmgthj  and  Health  afford^ 
While  thus  ihey  imitate  their  Lord  I 
■  This  ip«th  the  Satiotir  trod. 

O  Sin,  what  mis'ty  hast  thou  brought 
On  wrctthedm'an;  nor  tongue  noc  thought 

Cm  ttll  or -e'er  conceive. 
O  awful  view  !— but  now  we  may 
Escape  eternal  death,-*/©  daf^ 
If  we  on  Chnft  believe  I     T 
'     iVatmtittr.         OOg  IC  5-av 
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..MEMpiR" 
WILLIAM  CQWPEB^  ESQ. 

CONCLUDED  f  HOM  OU&  LAST. 


Mr.  CowpEB^s  relapse  occurred  in  177^>  in.  his  fortjr* 
second  year.  His  derangement  so  completely  subverted  those 
doctrinal  ^eiitiments  :which  \}^  afforded  him>  for  the  last  nine 
years,  the  most  transcendent  comfo^,  that  he  con^dered  him.- 
fielf  as  cast  off.  for  ever  from  the  hope  of  mercy,  itlthoueh  he 
never  disputed  the  divine  change  which  had  bt?en  wifought'  in 
liis  mmd.  .  Through  the  depths  of  his  distress;^  Mr.  Kewton  at- 
tended him  with  unfailing  tenderness  of  friei^dship,  and  onc^ 
entertained  him  fourteen  months' at  the  vicarage;  but  he  was 
deaf  to  consolation  or  encouragement,  while  ne  supposed  the 
^ar  of  his  Creator  to  be  shut  against  his  complaints  and  re- 
quests. He  ceased  pot  brily  from  attending  public  service,  but 
nke1?ise  from  jbinfrtg  in  domestic  worship,  or  attempting  pri^ 
Vate  devotion.  Hisjtidgment  wh^  equally  convinced  a^  ever 
of  the  glory  of  Christ,  and  his  desii'es'tor  communion  with  God 
7?cre  as  fervent;  but  apprehending  his'  own  perdition  to  be  de* 
tormined  by  an  immutable  decree,  he  regarded  it  as  blasp\iemy 
in  him  to  ask  for  mercy.  His  pious*  neighbours  were  struck"  WJtn. 
terror,  as  well  ^s  with  cpmpassioo,  at  no  awful  a  change.  H^ 
was  inaccessible  to  all,  except  Mr.  Newton ;  but  all,  like  him, 
longed  to  contribute  to  his  relief.  After  the  first  dreadful  pa- 
roxism of  his  disorder,  although  his  unhappy  persuasion  rer 
mained  unalterable,  he  was  iaduced  to  admit  some  diversion  ot 
hh  ihind  froni  melancholy.  Estranged  from  human  societv>  ' 
he  was  inclined  to  domesticate  a  young  leveret ;  and  his  neigh* 
boors  instantly  supplied  Wim  with  three.  The  choice  ofth^ir 
food,  and  the  diversity  of  their  dispositions,  amused  hTs  mind  ; 
and  their  occaifional  diseases  called  forth  His  tenderness.  Twa 
of  them  died ;  but  tJie  third  was  his  companion  throughout  his 
nbbde  at  Olney.  •'  "Serin  years  elapsed  before  he  sufficients^ ^r«* 
jfi.  A  A  g 
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covered  spirits  to  employ  bis  mind  in  cotDposltion :  to  whicff 
he  was  urged  by  Mrs.  Unwin,  as  the  most  effectual  mode  of 
relieving  his  thoughts  from  the  despair  by  which  they  were  con- 
tinually agitated.  Sl^  sf^gested,  as  a  subject, ''  Ine  Progresst 
of  Error ;"  and  the  poem  under  that  title,  was  the  first  fruits  of 
his  renewed  application.  ^'  Truth/'  as  a  pleasing  consti-ast,  be- 
came his  next  topic.  *'  Expostulation"  was  formed  upon  the 
grouftd-work  of  a  sermon  repeated  to  him  by  Mr.  NewtoUr 
•*  Hope, Charity, Conversation,  and  Retirement,'*  which  were  sub- 
jects either  peculiarly  familiar,  of  highly  interesting  to  his  mind, 
succeeded;  and  having  determined  upon  publishing  avolume,J>y 
thr])ersuasion  of  his  friends,  he  introduced  it  with  a  coTIoqufal 
poem  cm  popular  subjects,  and  augmented  it  witli  a  number  of 
smaller  pieces,  written  upon  various  occasions.  The  whole, 
except  a  few  of  the  latter,  were  written  during  the  winter  of 
1780.  . 

At  that  periodM'r.  Cowper  had  the  greater  need  of  occupa- 
tion for  his  mind,  on  account  of  the  removal  of  his  only  far 
miliar  associate,  Mr.  Newton,  from  the  curacy  of  Olney  to  the 
rectory  of  8t,  Mary  Woolnoth,  in  London;  where  he  super- 
intended the  publication  of  his  friend's  poems  in  the  $unvmer  of 
3781.  Previously  to  his  depa/ture  from'the  former  place,  be 
insisted  on  Introducing  to  Mr.  Cowper,  his  intimate  acquaint* 
ancc,  Mr.  Bull,  of  Newport  Pagnel,  as  his  substitute  in  social 
converse.  Mr.  Cowper  had  always  shrunk  back  from  inter- 
course  witli  strangers;  and  die  gloom  which  still  depresse4  his 
iiiirid,  rendered  him,  at  that  time,  peculiarly  reluctaoit  to  admit 
anew  visitor,  Mr.  Newton,  who  dreaded  to  leave  Mr.  Cowper 
wholly  destitute  of  a, confidential  friend,  used,  in  this  instance, 
au  aflfectHJiiaie  violence,  which  was  attended  with  all  tlie  raccest 
lie  could  hope  for.  The  afflicted  baid  soon  formed  a  strong 
^ttsichLnent  lo  Mr.  Bull,  whose  extensive  knowledge  and  oatu- 
xal  vivacity  tended  greatly  to  alleviate  Mr.  Cowper*s  habitual 
dejection..  They  regularly  spent  together  oi;ie  day  every  fort- 
night: the  only 'seasons,  for  five  jears,  in  which  Mr.  Con^pef 
admitted  any  company,  except  during-  liis  friendship  with  ihr 
late  Lady  Austen,  which  commenced  lu  September  178 K  This 
lady,  whose  brilliancy  of  wit  and  uncommon  talents  in  conver- 
sation, were  admirably  adapted  to  the  relief  pf  a  mind  like  Mr. 
Cowper's,  then  resided  with  her  sister,  who  wa«  married  to  Mr. 
Jones,  the  clergyman  of  Clifton  ;  a  village  about  one-mile  from 
Ohley.  Mrs.  Jones  hnd  long  known  and  Wed  the  gospel,  and 
was  intimate  with  Mrs.  Unwm.  Tier  sister  had  chiefly  lived  in 
France,  during  her  union  with  Sir  Robert  Austen;  after  whose 
death  she  hud  again  settled  in  England.  Slie  also  had  received 
the  trutlvas  it  is  in  Christ,  and  had  been  useful  to  the  enlighten- 
ing of  an  endeared  friend,  who  was  married  to  a  gentleman  ia 
France,' named  Billacovs.  Their  singular  history  is  sketched  iii 
the  Theological  Miscellany  tor  August  1787^  under  ih%  names 
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^  Aspadia  and  Clara ;  .and  ^extracts  from  several  letters  of  the 
imer,  as  well .  as  a  poetical  epistle  to  her  from  Mr.  Gowper, 
jrere  published  in  the  subsequent  numbers  of  that  Mac^azine,  and 
in  anotheri  calkd'^The  Divine  Treasury."     Lady  Austen,  ac- 
companying Mrs.  Jones  on  a  visit  to  Mrs.  Unwio,  Mr.  Cowper, 
though  with  much  hesitation,  Joinerl  the  parly ;  and  he  shortly 
discovered^  in  Lady  Austen's  artimated  conversation,  a  powerful 
antidote  to  his  melancholy.    Their  mutual  visits  #oon  became 
very  frequent;  and   Lady  Austen  removing  to  the  vicarage- 
house,  then  occupied  by  Mr.  Scott,  who  liad  succeeded   Mr' 
Newton  at  Olney,  her  intercourse  with  Mi*s.  UnWin  and  Mr. 
Cowper  Was  made  as  easy  and  as  constant  as  Mr.  Newton  V  had 
been.  She  exerted  her  u^iequalled  powers  to  rouse  Mr.  Cowper 
from  dejection,  which  often  seized  his  mind,  even  in  company ; 
and  the  first  printed  poem  which  he  produced  after  the  publica- 
tion of  hi«  volume,  the  well-known  ballad  of  John  Gilpin,  re- 
sulted fnom  a  story  which  she  repeated  ibr  his  diversion  at  such 
a  crisis.     Many  short  poetical  effusions  likewise  were  occa- 
sioned by  their  intimacy ;  among  others, "  The  Rose,"  and 
several  which  are  now  first  published.     Mr.  Bull-also,  in  1782, 
suggested  employment  for  Mr,  Cowper,  which  resulted  in  hi* 
beautiful  translations  from  Madam  Guion..   In  the  following 
yepur  he  began,  at  the  instance  of  Lndy  Austen,  his  grand  work, 
'*  The  Task ;"  which  was  finished  and  committed  to  the  press  in 
1784.     Inunediately  on  closing  it,  he  wrote  his  "  Tirocinium," 
with  a  desire  to  avert  from  the  rising  generation  the  evils  he 
had  experienced,  or  observed,  at  public  schools.    The  connect 
lion  of  Lady  Austen  with  him  and  Mrs.  Unwin,  was  suddenly 
Jerminated  about  that  period,  by  the  apprehensions  of  the  latter, 
.  that  Lody  Austen  had  formed  an  attachment  to  Mr.  Cowper; 
inconsistent  with  the  engagements  which  subsisted  between  her- 
self and  him.     As  these  remained  profoundly  secret,  I^ady 
Austen  might  inadvertently  afford  ground  for  the  su*»picion; 
but  she  soon  became  ^ware  of  its  consequences,  bv  a  farewell- 
letter  from  Mr.  Cowper,  whom  she  never  afterwarcfs  met.     Pre- 
iridusly,  however,  to  the  cessation  of  their  intercourse,  she  had 
suggested  to  him  an  undertakine  that  occupied  the  remainder  of 
his  life.     Many  of  their  social  hours  haid  been  amused  witli 
literary  information  or  entertainment.    Among  the  numerous 
books  which  Mr.  Cowper  read,  in  the  long  evenings  of  winter, 
to  his  female  friends,  was  Pope's  elegant  version  of  Homer. 
His  own  familiar  and  accurate  knowledge  of   tl>e  original, 
prompted  him  frequently  to  complain  of  the  translator's  devia- 
tions from  his  a«th6r;  and  to  express  his  wish,  that  some  per- 
son, equal  to  the  perfornjanoe,  would  produce  a  more  exact 
version*     Lady  Austen  naturally  urged  him  to  undertake  it; 
imd  be  followed  iier  advice  after  he  had  relinquished  her  com-> 
paiiy.    He  begaa  to  translate  the  Iliad  in  November  i7^>.iin* 
s^eaiately  upomcoippIetiD^tl^e  Tirocinium.. 
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The  constant  exennse  of  hh  mind  in  compositibn,  so  far  ino 
ceededto  divert  him  from  habitual  despair>  that  he  became  more 
attached  to  society ;  and  in  the  goring  of  1785,  he  invited  Mr? 
Greatheed  to  participate  with  Mr.  Bull  in  their  stated  inter- 
views. It  was  not,  however,  by  arguing  against  his  inveterate 
melancholy,  that  his  religious  friends  could  promote  its  i^tief. 
An  allusion  to  the  subject  was  usually  productive  of  its  symp* 
toms  ;  although,  upon  any  other  spiritual  topic  than  that  of  b» 
own  prospect  of  futurity,  Mr.  Cowper  would  converse  freely  and 
profitably.  The  necessity}',  however,  of  avoiding  so  interesting 
a  theme,  could  not  but  make  an  essential  difference,  both  in  his 
conversation  and  correspondefnce,  from  what  either  had  beeit 
previous.to  his  unhappy  relapse.  In  writing  to  his  friends,  t^ 
whom  he  again  became  gradually  habituated  as  his  poetical 
exercises  advanced,  he  touches'  sparingly  and  cautiously  nporr 
religion.  He  more  freely  indulges  a  vfein  of  humour,  which 
contributed  to  the  momentary  dissipation  of  his  gloom  ;  white  - 
he  could  scarcely  advert  to  spiritual  subjects  without  approxi*^ 
mating  the  source  of  his  distress.  This  remark  applies  to  most 
of  his  subset^uent  letters,  as  well  as  to  the  sportive  sallies  of  Ym 
poetical  writihgs.  The  flow  of  wit,  which,  in  both  instances, 
displays  the  peculiar  powers  of  his  mind,  and  fasein^)e9  the  lite- 
xarjT'  leader,  was  employed  by  him  merely  as-  a  substitute  foi 
•piritual  reflection,  in  which  he  esteemed  it  presumptuous  to  in- 
dulge himself^  or  as  a  forcible  eHort  to  resist  the  intrusion  of 
distress  and  terror.  The  following  passage,  in  a  mucb  later 
epistle  to  Mr.  Hay  ley,  affords  a  general  key  to  his  correspond^ 
ence,  from  the  time  of  its  revival  at  Olney  i  — '^  Nonsum^uod 
$imulo,  —  « I  am  not  what  I  affect  to  be,"  my  dearest  brotheA 
I  seem  cheerful  upon  paper  sometimes,  when  I  am  absolutely 
the  most  dejected  of  aft  creatures.  Desirous,  however,  to  gaici 
something  myself  by  my  own  letters,  unprofitable  as  they  may^ 
wd  must  be,  to  my  friends,  I  keep  melancholy  put  of  them  as 
.much  as  I  can,  that  I  may>  if  possible,  by  assuming  a  tesd 
gloomy  air,  deceive  myself,  and,  by  feigning  with  a  continn^ 
ance,  improve  the  fiction  into  reality."  His  habitual  conver- 
sation was,  as  might  be  apprehended  from  this  passage;  very 
dif&rcnt  from  the  style  ot  nis  letters.  It  was  serious,  sensible^ 
and  affectionate ;  but  usually  dejected,  and  seldom  brilliaDt* 
In  his  letters,  as  printed,  there  are  many  obvious  chasms^  which 
were  most  probably  occupied  with  expressions  of  religioui 
^spondency. 

His  correspondence,  and  his  sphere  of  society,  was  greatly 
enlarged,  in  consequence  of  the  publication  of  his  second  vo- 
lume of  poems,  which  appeared  in  Jnnfe^  IT&f.  The  herght  to 
which  it  raised  his  reputation  as  an  authory  rouzed  the  attentkm 
of  his  pblite  relations;  with  whom^  dnritfg  his  more  depressed 
condition,  his  intercourse  had  been  wholly  ^spended;  and.tho 
hilai'ity  of  hi^  lighter  produciionfi  ^cooreged  tfaeqi*  ip  leMtP 
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fteir  Goramtiiiicadons  with  the  poet.  In  October  di&t  year,  he 
jvceWed  an  affectionate  letter  from.bfs  cousin^  I'^'Ay  Hesketh, 
who,  in  the  interval  that  had  occurred,  was  deprived,  by  death 
of  her  husband.  Sir  Thomas  Hesketh.  The  fortunie  he  had  left 
her,  enabled  her  generously  to  offer  to  Mr.  Cowper  any  addi- 
tion that  might  be  desirable  to  his  income.  It  coald  not  havei 
been  made  more, seasonably,  as  Mrs.  Unwin's  fortune,  which 
was  equally  shared  between  them,  had  recently  been  much  re- 
duced. From  a  person  whom  Mr.  Cowper  had  so  highly 
esteemed  from  their  dayg  of  childhood,  he  did  not  scruple  to 
receive  an  obligation  of  this  nature.  In  June  1766,  after  a 
separation  of  three-and-twenty  years^  these  endeared  relationi} 
met  at  Olney ;  when  some  apartments  in  the  vicarage,  which:^ 
had  been  occtipied  by  Lady  Austen,  were  prepared  for  Lady 
.Hesketh.  In  order,  however,  that,  when  she  ren'ewcd  hei* 
visits,  they  might  compose  but  one  family,  Mr;  Cowper  andt 
Mnk  Unwin  removed,  in  the  following  November,  to  a  mor^ 
commodious  habitation  in  the  pleasant  village  of  Westoii,  a 
laiJe  and  an  half  distant  from  Olney.  Mr.  (now  Sir  John> 
Throckmorton  and  his  lad^,  to  whom  the  house,  and  most  of 
the  parish  betonged,  had,  m  the  preceding  summer,  cnltivateil 
the  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Cowper;  and  they  neglected  no 
means  of  rendering  their  vicinity  to  h'm  agreeable  and  usefuL 
This  accession  of  local  comforts  was  very  snortly  embittered  by 
the  premature  decease  of  Mrs.  Unwin's  only  son,  whose  frientP 
ship  with  Mr.  Cowper  had  subsisted  and  increased  from  their 
first  interview  at  Huntingdon.  Soon  afterwards,  Mr.  Rose,  ^ 
gentleman  of  London,  passing  near  Weston,  introduced-  him-^ 
self  to  Mr.  Cowper,  although  he  was  then  peculiarly  difficult  ' 
of  access,  his  habitual  dejection  having  been  aggravated  by  the^ 
loss  of  Mr.  Unwin.  Mr.  Hose's  zeal  surmounted  every  ob- 
stacle; and  the  ardour  of  his  attachment  to  the  author  of  the 
Task,  excited  in  him  a  reciprocal  friendship,  which  was  fosterecE 
by  frequent  correspondence,  the  active  services  of  Mr.  Rose  ai 
London,  and  his  occasional  visits  at  Weston. 

Mr.  Cowper's  spirits  did  not  recover  tlieir  usual  tone  till  Sept* 
1787,  when  he  resumed  his  application  to  Homer*  A  great 
majority  among  his  acquaintance  and  his  readers,  earnestly 
wished  him  rather  to  have  been  employed  in  original  compo-^ 
•ition ;  and  some  of  his  intimate  friends  were>  moreover,  ap- 
pvebensiye  that  the  vast  extent  of  his  undertaking  might  prove 
detrimental  to  his  health  and  comfort.  A  short  letter  to  bii 
constant  atid  affectionate  correspondent  J.  Hill,  Esq.  in  Novem-^ 
ber  the  same  year,  satisfactorily  explains  his  reasons  for  per- 
fleveranoe  mi  tb*  work  be  ha<l  begun.  *'  Assure  yourself,"  sayi 
be,  ''of  dne  thing,  that  though  to  a  bye-stander  it  may  seem 
»  occBBatkm  surpassing  the  powers  of  a  constitution  never 
"f^  athietie,  and  at  present  not  a  little  the  worse  for  wear,  I 
M  iAT«At  lor  myself  ao  .omptoymeat  that  doe*  not  exhaust 
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Hiy  «piriti  Trtore.  I  haveeveti  found  those  plaything  avocations* 
Vfhicb  one  may  execute  ahiiost  without  any  attention^  fatigue 
vte,,  and  wear  me  away,  while  such  as  engage  me  mnch^  and 
attack  me  closely,  are  rather  serviceable  to  me  than  otherwise." 
He  frequently,  nevertheless,  composed  »hort  pieces  to  gratify 
lib  ftiends^  and  to  record  domestic  incidents,  that  ioterested 
bis  feelings.  At  the  request  of  some  advocates  of  justice  and. 
bnmanity,  he  wrote  about  this  time  some  popular  Lyrics  against 
the  dete^tubje  Slave-Trade  ;  and  be  obliged  the  inhabitants  of 
!Nortbamptaii  with  several  copies  of  verses  for  bills  of  mor- 
tality ;  but  bis  attentioa  to  his  great  nndeitaking  was  so  little, 
jenftitted,  that  he  completed  the  first  sketch  of  his  translation. 
af  thelli^d  in  September  1788,  aud  finished  the  seventeeotk 
book  of  the  Odyssey  in  the  following  May,  He  derived  great, 
b^lp,  in  transcribing,  frou\  his  zealous  friends ;  the  number  of. 
^hom  was  increased,  about  that  time,  by  the  important  acccs^ 
sioii  of  his  young  kinsman  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Norfolk,,  who  re- 
peatedly spetit  some  time  at  Weston»  in  the  intervals  of  bi& 
fludies  at  Cambridge.  For  hjm,  Mr.  Cowper  eotertaioed  a. 
a  truly  paternal  regard ;  and  it  was  requited  by  a  d^ree  of  af* 
lection  too  seldom  manifested  by  a  son  to  his  own  father. 
Mr.  Cowper's  intercourse  with  otlier^of  his  maternal  kindred^ 
-vcas  also  thvD&  renewed;  and  he  was  indebted  to  it  for  the 
highly  acceptable  present  of  her  picture.  A  good  resemblance 
irf  it  is  engraved  in  Mr.  Hayley's  -jrork.  In  September  1790, 
tiv,  Johnson  had  the  satisfaction  of  transmitting  to  the  book- 
seller, a  corrected  copy  of  die  whole  translation  of  Homer* 
After  it  had  undergone  a  fresh  revisal,  while  passing  tlirougli 
the  press,  it  was  published  in  July  the  followinryear.  Uav- 
iDg  prosecuted  this  -laborious  occupation,  f  thougn  closely,  yet 
icith  a  moderation  that  admitted  of  needful  exercise  and  re-* 
laxation,  be  accomplished  it,  in  the  possession  of  his  healtl)  and 
^;>urits,  at  lea^t  equal  to  what  he  bad  enjoyed  at  its  commence-* 
Dient. 

His  religious  state  during  this  period,  was  no  otherwise 
li^)y  to  be  improved  than  as  the  diversion  of  his  thoughts 
fjrom  df  spair  tended  to  relieve  his  constitutional  malady.  The 
i^afure  of  his  empbyments  were  such,  aji  would  probably  have 
b€en>  in  some  measure,  detrimental  to  any  person  cctpaUe  of 
religious  enjoyment.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  lais  cor- 
respondence with  Mr,  Newton,  by  which  alone  the  real  state  ^ 
of  his  mind  was  likely  to  be  unfolded,  is  yet  involved  in  impe- 
jietrable  secrecy ;  and  still  more,  that  it  probably  will  never  be 
communicated  to  the  reljgious  world.  It  is  only  known,  from. 
Jlr.  Greatheed's  sermon,  that  Mr.  Cowper  was  not  destitute,  at 
times,  of  glimmering  hope  and  dawning  consolation  ;  and  that, 
he  repeatedly  resumed  his  ititercoprse  with  the  throne  of  divine, 
grace:  hut  these  seasons  were,  unhappily,  too  traqsieiit  to 
^doiit  of  hi§  renewed  Qtt^nda^ce  on  p^\n^  worship^  or  of  hi%. 
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-attaiomeiit  4o  a  confidcat  reliance  on  tlie  intullible  promises  of 
the  §|ospeL     Yet^  as  these  delightful  intervals  occurred  during 
the  time  that  he  was  most  fully  occupied*  with  poetical  labours^ 
it  does  not  appear  that  tl>ey  proved  at  all   inimical  to   bift 
spiritual  recovery.     Nor  is  it  certain  that  an  equal  time  spent 
in  original  composition,  would  have  afforded  him  a  similar  re- 
lief; especiaily,  if  of  so  h\borious  a  nature  as  hu  had  experi- 
enced "The  Task"  to  be,  to  his  intellectual  powers.    The  re- 
peated solicitations  of  his  friends  induced  him,  notwithstand- 
ing, as  SQon  as  his  Homer  was  completed,  to  direct  his  thoughts 
toward  a.  third  volume  of  poems.     Occasional  pieces^  of  w hick 
several  have  been  published  in  successive  editions  of  his  former 
votnmes,  and  others,  arje  interspersed  by  Mr.  Hayley  in  his  bio- 
.graphical  narrative,  had  already  accumulated;  and  he  designed 
to  introduce  them  with  a  larger  work,  somewhat  resembling  his 
^ask«  the  solnect  of  which,  the  "  Four  Ages"  of  man's  lii'ej  was 
ituggested  to  nim  by  Mr.  Buchanan^  a  neighbouring  clergynuia 
^f  classical  taste  and  character.     His  attention,  nevertlieLcss^^ 
^¥as  «oon  diverted  from  this  object,  by  a  proposal  from  lus* 
bookseller  to  publish  a  splendid  edition  of  Milton's  ppietical 
works;  in  which  the  Latin  and  Italian  Poems  were  to  be  trans- 
lated, and  Notes  on  tl>e  whole  to  be  subjoined  by  Mr.  Cowper* 
Both  these  projects  were  frustrated  by  unexpected  events;  but 
a  prose  translation  which  had  been  executed  by  him,  whija 
correcting  his  Homer,  Was  published  in  1792,  by  Mr.  Newton, 
at  whose  request  it  had  been  und^rtaJten.     It  consists  of  six 
letters,  written  in  Latin  by  the  late  ^Ir.  Vanlier,  a  minister  of 
the  gospel  in  the  Dutch  colouy  at  the  Cape  of  Good  IIopeL 
They  are  descriptive  of  his  conversion  from  scepticism  to  th« 
love  of  Christ,  which  was  exceedingly  remarkable  in  most  of 
its  circumstances. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Cowper  had  entered  upon  his  translation 
£rom  Milton,  his  spirits  received  a  severer  sliock  than  theyhad 
experienced  since  the  death  of  Mr,  Unwin,  The  mother  of 
tbat  beloved  friend,  who,  as  he  expresses  himself  on  the  ocCcVr 
lion,  had  been  his  own  "  fiiitliful  and  aflectionaie  nurse  for 
many  years,"  was  attacked,  in  December  1790,  with  adlsoider 
which  afterwards  proved  to  be  paralytic.  It  was  not  at  first 
attended  with  permanent  eifects;  and  her  apparent  recovery 
aflbrded  him  speedy  relief.     In  the  following  March,  Mr.  Cou- 

Cjr's  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Hayley  commenced,  by  a  friendly 
tter  and  sonnet  which  he  received  from  that  gentleman,  iit 
consequence  of  his  proposed  work  on  Milton.  Mr.  Haylej^ 
having  engaged  his  services  to  anotlier  bookseller  for  a  similar 
purpose,  kmuiy  offered  to  Mr.  Cowper  the  use  of  some  scarce 
iHioks, with  which  Milton  had  been  conversant;  and  intreated 
him^to  visit  his  rural'retreat  in  Sussex,  that  they  might  confer 
lipon  their  respective  performances.  Mr,  Cowper  decfiiied  aa 
iiivitatiou  to  go  so  far  from  home ;  but  pre^^ed  Mr.  Hayley 
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to  visit  him  at  Weston  ;  and  they  met  there  aboat  tlic  ttkldte 
f>f  May.  The  gratificatioh  afforded  to  Mr.  Cowper  hj  the 
company  of  his  benevolent  poetical  brother,  was  un^lpectedly 
dashed,  by  a  new  and  alarming  attack  of  Mrs.  Unwin's  disor- 
der. Mr.  Greatheed,  having  been  invited  to  meet  Mr.  Hayley 
at  Weston,  was  alone  with  her,  waiting  for  their  return  from  a 
walk,  when  she  wgis  suddenly  deprived  of  the  use  of  her  iknbs, 
lier  speech,  and  faculties,  in  a  very  distressing  degree.  The 
discovery  threw  Mr.  Cowper  at  first  into  a  paroxysm  of  despe- 
ration ;  but  the  tender  sympathy  of  his  literary  assdciate,  and 
the  apparent  benefit  derived  from  medicinal  exertions  for  Mrs. 
Unwin's  relief,  in  5ome  measure  recruited  his  spirits.  She 
.  gradually,  b«t  imperfectly  recovered  her  powers  ;  and  Mr. 
Cowper  laid  aside  all  other  occupations,  that  he  mi^t  incest 
«antly  attend  to  her  help  and  comfort.  Mr.  Haylev  being 
obliged,  after  a  fortnight's  stay,  to  return  home,  Mr.  Cowper's 
tieighbouring  friends  attempted  to  supply  the  want  ot  hii 
service*  at  Weston.  At  the  commencement  of  August,  Mrs. 
tJnwin  had  sufficiently  regained  her  strength  to  accompany 
*Mr.  Cowi)er  and  Mr.  Johnson  to  Mr.  Hayley's  elegant  house 
at  Eartham ;  his  solicitations,  and  the  hope  of  benefit  from 
the  journey,  and  a  change  of  scenes,  having  prompted  them  to 
the  ente;-prize.  They  were  absent  from  home,  for  the  first 
time  in  twenty-six  y^nirs,  about«even  weeks :  and  this  extraordi- 
nary exertion,  if  not  productive  of  efllScte  so  beneficial  as  were 
.wished,  yet  was  attended  with  none  of  the  evils  that  might 
have  been  apprehended  from  its  novelty.  On  the  road,  at 
Kingston,  Mr.  Cowper  had  an  interview,  both  in  going  and 
returning,  with  General  Spencer  Cowper,  son  of  a  younger 
brother  of  the  poet*s  father^  with  whom  he  had  frequently 
corresponded  since  the  publicat;ion  of  the  Task. 

After  his  return  to  Weston,  Mr.  Cowper  attempted  to  pro- 
ceed with  his  commentary  on  Milton  ^  but  it  proved  a  severer 
labour  to  him  than  his  poetical  compositions  had  been  ;  and 
the  continual  attention  required  by  the  decline  of  Mrs.  Unwinds 
strength  and  faculties,  disabled  liim  for  application,  and  gra- 
dually distressed  his  spirits.  He  at  length  suspended  his 
exertions  on  Milton,  and  limited  them  to  a  revisal  of  his 
Homer  for  a  second  edition  ;  on  which  he  employed  several 
hours  every  morning,  before  Mrs.  Unwin  was  able  to  quit  hec 
chamber.  The  rest  of  each  day  was  uniformly  devoted  to  hec 
consolation.  Thus  was  spent  the  whole  of  4793;  and  at  the 
commencement  of  the  followinjj  ycar^  he  sunk  into  a  depth  of 
melancholy,  as  desperate,  thouglx  not  equally  violent,  as  that 
which  he  endured  when  first  deprix'ed  of  religious  comfort* 
Jiis  cousin  Lady  llesketh,  who  had  usually  spent  a  part  of  the 
year  at  Weston,  made  it  her  constant  residence,  solely  forbid 
bfcservation  and  rdief ;  which  Mrs.  Unwin,  having  been  redu- 
ced^ to  second  childhood,  through  her  encreasing  infirmitii^ 
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Wiisno  longer  capable  of  promoting.  Mr.  Hayley,  vrho  had 
revisited  Weston  the  preceding  year,  repaired  thither  in  April 
^1794,  to  unite  his  efforts  with  those  of  Mr.  Cowper's  afflicted 
friends,  for  his  solace  and  restoration ;— but  all  were  fr^uitless.  It 
appeared  extremely  desirable  that  he  should  be  removed  to  the 
house  of  Dr.  AVillis,  at  Greatford  in  Lincolnshire,  in  order  to 
reap  fte  utmost  advantages  of  medical  assistance  ;  but  he  could 
not  be  prevailed  iy)on  to  accompany  J-ady  Hesketh  thither;  and 
a  journey  which  she  undertook,  attended  by  Mr.  Greatheed,  to 
obtain  the  doctor's  acjvice,  and  a  visit  which  the  latter  made, 
in  consequence,' to  Mr.  Cowper,  proved  wholly  unsuccessful. 

It  may  easily  be  supposed,  that  in  such  circumstances,  the 
expences  of  the  family  at  Weston  were  greatly  enhanced. 
Mr.  Hayley's  friendly  exertions  had  not  been  limited  toobiectg 
•of  social  or  literary  intercourse.  iHe  had  zealously  and  pa* 
thetieally  applied  to  persons  in  power,  with  whom  either  Mr. 
Cowper  or  himself  had  formerly  been  connected,  to  obtaia 
finch  an  honourable  mark  of  regard  to  his  friend's  literary 
merits,  as  might  secure  him  from  pecuniary  erpbarrassment 
under  accumulated  burdens.  In  his  last  yisit  at  Weston,  he 
had  the  pleasure  to  receive  from  Earl  Spencer  (who  was  distantly 
related  to  Mr.  Cowper,  and  had  always  testified-  the  highest 
esteem  of  him)  his  Majesty's  grant  to  tbe  latter,  of  a  pensioa 
which  Dr.  Johnson  and  Air.  Gibbon  had  successively  enjoyed. 
It  was  nominally  yOOl.  per  annum  ;  but  nearly  one  third  waa 
swallowed  up  by  customary  fees  ofoflice.  Though  it  could 
not  have  been  bestowed  more  seasonably  for  Mr.  Cowper's 
exigencies,  his  state  of  mind  was  such  as  not  to  admit  of  hia 
learning  the  acquisition.  Mr.  Hayley  was  under  the  necessity 
qf  relinquishing  his  ineffeetual  attempts  at  consolation  ;  but 
Lady  Hesketh  endured  so  severe  a  trial  till  July  J 795,  when  her 
health  could  no  linger  sustain  its  effects.  >Jr.  Johnson,  who 
had  taken  orders  two  years  before,  had  rcpe«tedly  quitted  hia 
parochial  charge  at  Dereham,  to  share  with  her  saoppressive  a 
burden  ;  but  he  could  not  further  prolong  his  absence  without 
impropriety.  In  such  circumstanct;s,  no  alternative  remained 
but  to  transport  hi^  afilicted  kinsman,  with  his  equally  comfort- 
less and  ii  el  pless  comiKinJon, /rom  the  scene  which  they  were 
no  longer  able  to  enjoy,  to  onp  ^here  he  could  watch  over  the 
remnant  of  their  lives.  lie  dbnducted  so  difficult  an  entei> 
prize,  wfth  a  skill  dictated  by  exquisite  tenderness,  and  with  a 
success  that  exceeded  every  hope.  Mr.  Cowper,  who  had 
trembled  at  the  thoughta  of  passing  his  own  threshold>  not  only 
supiKjrting,  but  even»  in  some  degree,  enjoyiiig  so  long  a 
journey;  and  Mrs.  Unwin,  who  had  been  supposed  incapable 
of  a  removal,  sustaining  it  without  the  slightest  detrhnent* 
Their  subacqueut  situations  were  carefully  accommodated  to 
their  wauts  and  their  incUfiations ;  but  Mr.  Cowper  -seldom 
discovered  any  degree  of  sensibility,  exce^  t  ic^ret    lor   bin 
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banishttient  from  the  beloved  scenes  of  Weston.  Hi«r  min^ 
admitted  of  no  other  relief,  than  from  being  gorged  with  book» 
of  fictitious  narrative  ;  and  his  affectionate  kinsman  sabmittod 
to  the  painful  drudgery  of  inccisanlly  reading  them  to  him* 
It  was  with  far  different  feelings  that  he  found  him  become 
willing  to  attend  daily  in  Mrs.  Unwin's  room  while  a  portion 
of  ecripture  wa»  read  to  her.  At  the  close  of  17J>fi,  she  cmtained 
a  relief  from  earthly  sufierings  ;  and  happily,  Mr.  Cowper  no- 
longer,  possessed  those  acute  sensations^  wliich  would  have 
^rendered  the  event  insup})ortable  to  him.  She  expired  M'ith 
perfect  tranquillity  :  he  saw  her  half  an  hour  before  she  dreir 
mer  last  breath/and  again  some  hckirs  afterwards ;  and  thence* 
ibrth  never  mentioned  her  name  ! 

He  had  been  incited  to  resume^  for  a  few  weeks  of  the 
-Jjrecedinff  summer,  his  revision  of  Homer,  which  was  far 
advanced  bei'ore  liis  last  relapse.  He  did  not  again  take  up 
tJie  work  till  September,  in  tlie  following  year^  He  then  per- 
uevered  till  its  completion,  which  was  effected  in  March,  1799- 
He  had,  since  leaving  Weston,  written  only  three  or  four 
letters,  aJi  expressive  of  his  own  misery,  Co  some  of  his  intimate 
friends;  and  when  visited  by  the  Dowager  Lady  Spencer, 
Sir  John  Throckmorton,  and  Mr.  Rose,  he  declined  conversing 
•with  them.  The  only  compositions  to  which  he  could  after- 
-Wards  be  excited,  were  some  translations  into  English  of  short 
litttin  and  Greek  poems,  and  of  two  of  Gay's  Fables  into 
.Xatin  verse;  beside  two. original  poems,  one  called  *'T1jc 
Cast-away,'*  describing  an  event  recorded  in  Anson's  Voyage, 
in  aUu3ion  to  his  own  hopeless  condition  ;  the  other,  which  be 
4K>mfM>sed  in  Latin,  on  the  appearance  of  some  ice-islands  in 
the  German  Sea,  and  translated  into  English,  to  gratify  Miss 
Pesoune,  a  female  friend  of  Mr.  Johnson,  whose  compassionate 
•iittentioQ  to  the  poet's  last  years,  equalled  that  of  Mrs.  Unwin 
and  Lady  Hesketh.  He  hdd  written  two  lines  only  of  a  Latin 
"version  of  another  of  Gay's  Fables,  when,  at  the  close  of  January, 
1800,  he  was  eeized  with  dropsical  symptoms  ;  and  on  the  25th 
^f  April  he  expired,  in  the  manner  related  in  his  funeral  sermon^ 
To  that  publication,  and  to  the  extracts  given  in  our  Review 
ofit^  we  must  refer  Our  readers  for  a  more  particular  account 
of  Mr.  Cowper's  religious  experience,  having  already  greatly 
exceeded  our  usual  limits.  To  them  who  desire  a  fuller  oppor- 
tunity of  contemplating  his  literary  excellence,  the  faithful  and 
i'udicious  accdunt  which  ]Mr.  Hayley  has  supplied,  will  be 
lighly  aci*ept4ble.  Beside  its  narrative,  epistolary,  and  critical 
departments,  his  two  volumes  comprise  above  a  hundred 
poetical  pieces  by  Mr.  Cowper,  original  or  translated^  most  ojf 
-which  have  never  before  been  published.  The  author's  trans-* 
iiitions  from  Milton  are  reserved,  in  order  to  be  published^ 
together  with  Mr.  Hajiey's  Inbour  on  that  poet,  in  a  superb 
edition  of  Milton's  w.orks,,of  which  the  profits  will  be  devoted  t» 
the  ei;eqtion^f  a  public  monumaiit^  iu  memory  of  Mr#  Cowper.. 
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ON   AETBLATION    XXII.  !• 

find  lie  sfietced  mc  a  pure  river  of  water  of  life  y  tkar  as  chryslvif 
proceeding  out  of  the  throne  of  God,  aiid  of  (he  Lami^ 

O^MY  soul,  retire  from  the  world,  and  converse  with  thy 
Cod  !     Look  forward  into  that  glory  which  is  invisible  to  the 
ere  of  vain  and  sinful  mortals !     Let  Faith  draw  aside  the  veil, 
^nd  view,  with  rapturous  joy,  the  great  and  the  good  things, 
which  thy  God  has  laid  up  for  thee,  and  for^all  who  love  him. 

The  above  words  are  a  part  of  the  description  of  the  glori- 
cus  state,  —the  everlasting  residence  of  the  redeemed  of  the 
Lamb.  O  my  soul,  what  a  prospect  now  opens  upon  thy  view ! 
Stand  on  the  verge  of  that  river  which  proceeds  out  of  the 
throhe  of  God  and  tl^e  Lamb,  and  invigorates  the  celestial  para- 
dise !  Waters,  rivers  of  wnter^  arc  designed,  by  the  inspired 
writers,  to  signify  eret\t  and  valuable  blessings.  The  prophet 
-Ezekiel  was  indulged  witb  a  wonderful  vision  of  waters, 
%bich  issued  froni  xmder  tbe  thcesliold  of  the  house  of  God  ; 
4uid  the  description  which  the  prophet  gives  us  of  these  waters, 
is  precisely  the  same  as  that  which  we  have  in  this  chapter.  It 
is  probable,  that  this  vision  was  emblematical  of  the  gospel, 
^nd  the  various  blessings  resulting,  which  should  flow  out  unto 
^11  nations.  But  in  tlicse  words,  the  pure,  unmixed,  and  ever- 
lasting joys  of  Heaven  ^eem  to  be  intended  ;  and  these  flow 
from  the  glorious  gospel  <if  the  blessed  God,  agreeably  to  the 
<leclaration  of  Jesus,  wlicn  he  compared  the  grace  of  the  gost>el 
to  a  well  of  living  water,  si)ringing  up  into  jcv£ilasting  life ;  and 
this  appears  to  be  the  meiining  of  this  wonflerful  sight  in  Hea- 
ven ;  because  this  chapter  is  a  description  of  the  employments 
and  delights  of  that  state,  which  shall  e^ist  when  thi«  globe,  and' 
-all  its  furniture,  shall  be  destroyed.  Consider,  dierefore,  my 
soul,  this  river,  as  a  lively  emblem  of  that  glojT,  that  urtutter-* 
able  bliss,  which  flows  as  a  river  through  all  tl)e  fieavenly  plains, 
and  makes  ^lad  the  city  of  our  God.  Uonsidex  it  as  expressiye 
of  the  soci.-^!  vision  and  eternal  fruition  of  Jehovah  •*-  the 
Father,  Soa,  a»d  Holy  Spirit ;  and  should»t  thou  ask,  why  if 
the  emblem  of  a  river  of  water  used  to  express  thc^e  sifblime 
ihines  ?  it  may  be  replied, 

"  Water  is  necessary  .to  existence  and  vigour.  The  animal  and 
^g€tatle  tribes  would  *oon  perish  witliout  water ;  and  as  neces* 
sary  are  the  smiles  of  God  to  ^he  humble  dependant  Christian. 
The  favour  of  God  first  began  the  good  work,— .first  created  the 
facred  thirst ;  and,  therefore,  it  can  never  more  be  satisfied 
without  constant  communications.  Sabbaths  and  ordinances 
eaanot  satisfy ;  for  they  are  but  the  channels  to  convey  the 
sacred  stream  to  the  soul.  ' 

It  is  a  river,  to  denote  its  infinite  fulness.  A  river  is  a  con- 
fiuence  of  waters.  So  in  Heaven,  <he  place  of  the  redeemed, 
fliall  be  **  like  a  jiver,  and  their  glory  like  a  flowing  stream,  * 
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la  this  life  the  streams  run  low,  and  we  are  favonned  only  witk 
a  taste;  but  in  Ueaven  this  sacred  river  wU I  rise  high,  and 
flo^v  divindy  full.     Millions  have  drank,  and  will  for  ever  driuk** 
of  hs  Stu  red  stream,  which  will  flow  as  free  and  full  as  ever. 

This  river  is  also  free  of  access.  It^vas  grace,  divinely  rich 
and  free,  that  first  opened  this  foundution*to  tJie  wretched  chil- 
dren of.  men;  and  the  same  grace  invites  the  celestial  irtfiabit- 
ants  tp  partake  of  its  fulness.  ''  The  Spirit  and  bride  say^^ 
Come;  and  let  him  that  heareth,  say  Come  j  and  let  him  that 
is  athirst  come  ;  and  whosover  will,  let  him  take  the  water  of 
life  freely."      ^ 

And  now,  my  soyl,  reflect  on  the  description  which  the  angjel 
gives  of  this  river.  It  is  a  pure  river.  Purity  is  essential  to  the 
Veity ;  consequently  he  cannot  delight  in  any  thing  but  what 
bears  his  own  sacred  image  ;  theretore,  those  streams  of  bliss 
which  proceed  from  him>  must  be  pure.  How  unfit  then  art 
thoy  to  be  a  partaker  of  these  pure  joys!  Lament  thine  im- 
purity, and  pray  ardently  for  an  increasing  resemblance  to  God- 
It  is  the  water  of  life,  or  living  \\ater  :  water  that  gives  and 
supports  the  divine  hfe.  The  first  taste  which  thou  hadst  of 
this  water,  under  tlie  preaching  of  the  word,  gave  thee  spiritual 
life  :  thou  wast  raised  from  the  death  of  sin  to  the  new^iess  of 
Ijfe  in  Christ  Jesus  :  for  saving  grace  here  is  effectual  to  sal- 
vation :  it  is  a  well  of  water  spiingin^  up  into  eternal  life.  Thus 
the  sacred  life  is  begun  below,  anci  will  continue  forever.  And 
when  thou,  my  soul,  shalt  enter  Heaven,  this  divine  Hfe  wiU 
flourish  in  immortal  vigour.  For  what  is  all  the  fulness  of 
glory  ?  —  what  are  all  the  unknown  extacies  of  the  disembodied 
followers  of  the  Lamb,  —  but  grace  completed  !  —  It  is  the  bud 
of  grace  expanded,  and  in  full  and  everlasting  bloom;  or,  ia 
allusion  to  tbe  metaphor  iu  these  words,  it  is  tlic  slender,  silver, 
streain,  expanded  into  the  broad  immeasurable  ocean,  without 
4  bottom  or  a  shore  ! 

It  is  clear  as  chrystal.  This  precious  stone  is  ^-emarkable  for 
its  transparency.  Thus  thejoys  of  Heaven  are  not  merely  pure^ 
but  clear  as  chrystal :  more  pure  and  refined  than  mortal  mjnda' 
can  cooceive ;  and  perhaps  this  idea  may  be  taught  us  by  the 
expression.  That  all  the  mysteries  of  GodN  word,  his  ordinances 
and  his  providences,  shall  he  explained  in  that  brighter,  purer 
world.  Those  things,  which  to  thee,  my  soul^  are  now  dark 
J^nd  inexplicable,  shall  become  transparent,  —  as  clear  as  chrys- 
tal The  mind  of  the  saints  shall  be  all  intelligence :  ^^  Tbey 
«ball  see  as  they,  are  seen;  they  shall  know  as  they  are 
known." 

This  river  proce^deth  out  of  the  throne  of  God  and  the  Lamb. 
Behold  the  ditjnity  of  the  Son  of  God  :  he  is  seated  ^n  the  same 
throne  with  his  omnipotent  God  and  Father.  Being  of  the 
s^me  essence,  he  thiaks  it  no,  robbery  to  claim  a  full  equalitj^ 

And  is  it  nnt  evident  also,  that  the  presence  and  smiles  of 
Jesus  constit^     au  *iiseutial  part  of  the  felicity  of  glorifiedi 
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spirits  ?  The  presence  of  a  mere  man  (the  Socmian's  Saviour) ' 
would  not  add  much  to  tlie  glory  or  bliss  of  Heaven  ;  but 
the  presence  of  Jesus,  will  it  not  impart  new  vigour  to  the 
services  ?  Will  it  not  a^d  a  divine  melody  to  the  songs  of  the 
saints^  to  behold  the  many  the  God^man,  that  groaned  on  CaU 
ysTj,  seated  higlyon  a  throne  of  dazzling  light  i 

*f  Princes  to  his  imperial  name, 

Bend  their  bright  sceptres  down  ; 
Pominionsy  thronci,  ana  pow'rs  rejoice 
To  see  him  wear  a  crown  J"    " 

pljfmouth,  H.M^ 


To  the  Editor. 

Mr,  Editor, 
^he  following  interesting- Extract  from  the  ^th  sermon  of  the  Rev,  \V« 
Jay's  late  excellent  volume,  being  worthy  of  very  general  circulation, 
J  shall  feel  myself  particularly  obliged  by  seeing  it  inserted  in  yo«r 
IBUch improved  Magazine,  Jam  Sir, ydur$&c. 

Bonify,  ,    A  Friend  of  Youtji, 

^'  Eternal  God  !  Interpose  in  favour  of  the  youth'who 
are  before  thee ;  and  Suft'er  not  Procrastination,  that  tiiief 
of  time,  that  child  of  the  Devil,  that  enemy  of  all  righteous- 
ness, to  deceive  and  to  destroy  the  rising  hopes  of  our  families,. 
our  charches,  and  our  country  I  Ponr  down  thy  Spirit  npoa 
our  seed,  and  thy  blessing  upon  ovfr  offspring  !  May  one  say  I 
aio  the  Lord's,  and  another  cai4  himself  by  the  name  of  Jacob; 
and  another  subscribe  with  his  own  hand,  and  surname  him- 
self by  the  name  of  Israel  !  To  realize  this  pleasing  prospect, 
ktmini^t^rs,  let  tutors,  let  all  ujnte  their  endeavours  :  but  U,  ye 
parents,  a  pecuhar. obligation  devolves  upon  you.  Awaken  all 
your  tenderness  and  anxiety,  and  give  them  a  spiritual  direc- 
tion :  you  wish  your  children  to  be  sober,  submissive,  and 
datiful,-r-but  piety  is  the  only  sure  foundation-  of  morality. 
You  would  not  have  your  love  for  youf  children  be  suspected : 
but  wretched  are  those  children  who  share  only  in  a  solicitude 
which  asks  *^  What  shaH  they  eat,  or  what  shall  they  drink,  or 
wherewith^)  shall  they  be  clothed  i'*  What  is  jthe  body  to  the 
soul?  what  is  time  to  eternity  f  what  is  it  to  dispose  of  them 
advantageously  in  life,  and  leave  them  unprepared^  for  death, 
unprovided  for  a  new,  a  never-ending,  a  changeless  peiiod  of 
existence  ?-!— Are  you  the  barbj^rous  instruments  of  bringing 
these  hapless  beings  into  lile,  only  to  sacrifice  them  i  Sugh 
parents  are  more  cruel  tlwm  Herod,  v  He  slew  the  children  of 
others ;— these  slay  tl^eir  own.  He  only  destroyed  the  body  ;— 
these  destroy  the  soul.  His  victims  died  innocent,  and  wei'e, 
doubtless,  saved ;— these  parents  will  not  suffer  tb«ir  offspring  to 
file  ianoeent :  by 'theij:  imkind  care  they  guard  them  tUltke 
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season  of  safety  is  elapsed,  --^  till  they  are  become  accoirotabkr* 
and  criminnl,  and  expose  them  when  they  know  their  deatU 
will  be  attended  with  their  damnation  !  Men  and  brethren,  es- 
cape this  dreadhil  cepsare !  Distinguish  yours,  not  only  front 
«n  openly  wicked  world,  but  from  those  modern  professors  of 
religion,  who  aie  always  found  in  public,  bearing  sermons;  bat 
can  leave  their  families  in  disorder,  and  take  no  pains  in  the 
pious  education  o.f  their  children.  Fear  God  yourselves,  and 
teach  your  offspring  lo  fear  him.  Recommena  instruction  by 
example,  and. crown  all  with  pvaytr,  prayei;  for  them  and  witl^ 
tbeni.  Thus  you  will  *'  train  them  up  in  the  nurture  and  admoirt* 
iioQ  of  the  Lord !"  Xiros  you  will  rejoice  herete  see  them  walking 
in  the  triith ;  apd  hereafter  will  lead  them  to  the  throne  of  glory  ; 
^t  Behold,  here  am  I,  and  th(t  child  thou  hast  given  me.'* 

p.  146—148. 


heflexions  on  the  death  of  a  minister^ 

OCCASIONED    BY    THE    HECENJ    PECEASE   O? 

THE  REF.  MR.  EIRE. 


It  is  the  prerogative  of  God  to  bring  good  ont  of  eyil,  ye«j 
ib  over-rule  evil  itself^  in  many  instance^,  tor  good.  Sin,  wlien 
k  filled  the  world  with,  wretchedness,  introduced  Death  :  a  de« 
liverance  to  tlie  good  man  from  all  his  miseries  !  O  how  un-* 
liappy  shoutd  we  be,  to  be  condemned  to  live  for  ever  in  a  world  - 
like  this !  And  as  the  world  has  increased  in  wickedness,  God 
hath  be,en  pleased  repeatedly  to  shorten  the  age  of  man ;  at^ 
<mce  to  hasten  the  sinner  to  his  judgment*»bar,  and  thebelieter 
to  his  bosom :  even  the  prophets  do  not  live  tor  even 

When  God  blesses  a  man  with  eminent  gifts  and  useful nessy 
and  makes  bim,  like  Abraham,  a  blessing  to  all  around,  it  is 
i^tnral,  it  is just^  it  is  their  duty,  to  esteem  him  highly;  and 
that  esteem  \f\\\  necessarily  make  his  loss  regretted,  and  bis 
jsiemory  hunented  ;  the  only  evil  is,  that  we  are  apt  to  mjx  sio 
with  our  sorrows,  as  well  as  joys,  and  murmur  wbea  we  should 
Stfioi>e.  I 

*'  Alas,'*  say  we,  ^'  he  was  cut  off  in  the  prime  of  life :  —  he. 
was  taken  away  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness^  -—  and  who  shall 
supply  his  place  ?"  Admitted.  The  Lord  often  takes  his  minis- 
ters away  m  these  circumstances.  Do  we  wish  them  to  out«. 
live  their  usefulness  f  When  we  would  gather  a  flower,  do  wc 
wait  till  its  beauties  fade,  and  its  vigour  droops  i  Do  we  not 
rather  pluck  it  in  its  prioie^  that  we  may  enjoy  its  bloom,  and 
exhale  its  odours  i  The  Lord's  ministers  are  his  *^  pleasant 
plants ;''  —  and  shall  we  dispute  his  ^ight  to  do  the  same  ? 

"  But  who  shall  supply  his  place  f*  says  the  voice  of  Unbe- 
lief: "Who  shall  carry  on  ttie  work  m  which  he  wasea«' 
ga^ed  t**    Perhaps,  no  one  for  the  pesent : .  periiaps>  tlie.Lordj 
max  shew  his  sovereii'nty  in  carrying  on  his  owo^^i^rk  indan 
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'-^rflent  of  ineaDs,  or  by  instruments  apparently  very  inade- 
quate to  his  work.  This  he  often  does,  to  display  hi&  own 
glory,—  to  prove  that  the  power  is  his  own.  Or  it  may  be,  he 
has  aQother  instrument  in  reserve,  already  formed  and  fitted  for 
the  work ;  and  he  hath  made  the  exchange  to  shew  us,  that 
**  the  residue  of  the  Spirit  is  with  him." 

A  variety  of  reasons  may  be  assigned  for  such  afflictive  dis- 
pensations :  —  Sbmetimes  they  may  be  to  arouse  an  inattentive 
and  careless  congregation,  and  put  them  on  close  self-exami- 
nation. Sometimes  to  awaken  the  fine  feelings  of  Christian  be- 
nevolence, and  afford  them  Full  scope,  by  casting  on  their  care 
a  distressed  widow,  and  a  numerous  family  of  orplmns.  Some- 
times, '  But  we'  need  not  seek  farther.  There  are  two  rea- 
sons, in  all  cases,  sufficient  to  account  tor  such  bereavements.* 

1.  Ministers  are  men,— and  men  are  mortal :  and  if  Moses 
and  Joshua,  David  and  Solomon,  Isaiah  and  Jeremiah, 
Propnets,  Evangelists,  and  Apostles, —  if  these  die,  shall  we  not 
expect  our  ministers  to  die  also  ?  Alas !  hbw  apt  are  we  to 
forget  the  slieht  tenure  upon  which  life  is  held  !  We  wonder  to 
hear  of  th6  death  of  our  friends :  may  we  not  rather  wonder 
while  they  live?  The  world  is  Golgotha,  Death  is  continually' 
dealing  about  his  arrows.  A  thousand  fall  at  our  right  hand^ 
and  tea  thousand  at  our  left ;  and  is  *it  not  almost  a  miracle  thai 
wc  stand  i 

Ministers  are  saints,  at  least  those  of  whom  we  speak,-r-and 
saints  are  born  for  immortality.  Is  it  surprizing,  that  when  the 
Lord  hath  formed  a  vessel  meet  for  glory,  he  shodid  take  it  to 
himself?  We  pray  that  our  ministers  should  grow  in  grace  and 
holiness,  —  that  they  may  be  perfected  in  every  good  word  and 
work ;  — and  do  we  not  then  pray  for  their  removal?  Do  wa 
expect,  do  we  wish  them  to  remain  on  earth,  when  they  arc 
fully  meet  for  Heaven  ?  O  cniel  kindness !  Let  us  rather  pray 
that  we  also  may  be  prepared  to  follow ;  —that,  as  corn  fully 
ripe,  we  also  may  be  gathered  into  the  garden  of  Heaven,'*  and 
fo  be  for  ever  with  the  Lord."        •  Philo. 


ORIGINAL    LETTER 
fxomShc  Rc9.  Dr.  Doddridge  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Siikphkrb^ 

Nort/iampton  Jan,  27 j  1748. 
My  De^r  Friend  and  Brother, 

MfY  heart  is  verv  tendeily  affected  with  your  very  kind, 

Jious,  and  edifying  letter,  for  which  1  return  you  the  most  cor- 
ial  thanks;  and  must  assure  you^  that  it  concurs  with  many  otl^er 
tilings  that  I  have  seen  and  known  in  you,  to  unite  my  heart 
to  you  in  bonds  of  the  most  endeared  Cbristia|i  love.  You  will 
"pethaps  be  surprized  to  hear,  that  the  word  which  dropped  froui 
mt  last  night  was  quite  unpreuieditated,  and  did  nui  appear  la 
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irte  the  effect  of  any  thing  that  looked  Viki  an  extraorduiai^ 
intimntion  from  God ;  but  it  has;  in  the  general,  been  veiy 
«leeply  impressed  on  my  mind  of  late ;  and  my  wife  has  (as  she 
now  tells  me)  observed  many  effects  of  it;  that  I  must  shortly 
put  off  this  tabernacle;  and  that  whatever  I  vfould  do  for  Christ 
and  for  souls,  I  must  do  it  hi  haste  :  and  I  have  indeed  felt  my 
soul  quickened  to  such  earnest  desires  of  doing  something  forlhc 
conversion  and  edification  of  those  to  whom  the  Lord  calls  me 
to  speak,  whether  publicly  or  privately,  as  1  never  felt,  especially 
for  sueh  a  continuance  of  time,  since  I  camfe  into  the  ministry* 
Whatever  may  be  the  intention  of  Providence,  or  whatever 
the  event,  sure  I  am,  that  the  thoughts  you  suggest  are  very 
seasonable  and  weighty  ;  and  i  receive  them  "with  humbbe 
thankfulncsR  to  God^  and  to  you,  my  dear  and  worthy  brother; 
for  as  such  1  esteem  and  ejiibrace  you,  and  wish  your  gooc^ 
and  comfort,  and  usefulness,  as  1  do  my  own;  and  sympathize 
with  you  most  sincerely  and  tenderly  under  every  afflictfbn  and 
discouragement  ;  and  pray  that  the  Lord  may  in  great  mercy 
build  up  your  soul,  as  1  assuredly  believe  he  does,  and  build  up 
the  church  under  your  care,  and  give  you  many  >s«ils  to  your 
ministry.  If  God  s^>are  my  life,  and  give  me  any  real  oppor- 
tunities of  serving  you,  I  hope  you  will  iind  my  friendship  as$iQ- 
cere  as  I  desire. to  nnd  tbatofauy  of  iny  friends  and  brethren  up- 
on earth.  If  I  die,  God  will,  1  doubt  not,  visit  and  support  you. 
I  adore  the  divine  goodness  ;  my  mind  is,  through  grace,  sweetly 
composed  and  resigned,  1  can  say,  **  I  know  in  whom  1  have 
believed ;"  and  the  thought  that  Christ,  my  dear  and  ever  faithful 
Saviour,  has  the  key  of  death,  and  the  unseen  world,  reconciles 
me  to  the  thought  of  life  or  death  ;  so  that,  I  bless  God,  1  have 
never  any  solicitude  about  it.  But  I  take  great  notice  of  the 
fact  of  which  you  so  kindly  inform  me,  which  I  really  think 
very  rcaiarkable.  Go  on,  dear  Sir,  to  pray  for  me,  that  whether 
my  life  be  lonqe'r  or  shorter,  it  may  all  be  spent  tor  him,  who 
for  this  end  died,  and  rose  again  and  revived,  that  he  might  be 
the  Lord  both  of  the  dead  apd  of  the  living.  -  Be  assured  of 
my  Ivindest  remembrance  in  every  circumstance  in  which  I 
have  any  cause  to  hope  it  may  be  useful  to  me  {  and  that  you 
will  oblige  me  by  calling  freely  upon  me,  and  yet  more  by 
pointing  out  any  opportunity  of  sliewing  you  by  actions,  rather 
than  words,  the  truf  esteem  and  love  with  which  I  am^ 
Dear  Sir, 

Yoitr  ever  affectionate  Brother 
and  faithful  Servant 
in  the  bonds  and  work  of  our  common  Lord, 

P.  DODDRIDGE* 

p.  S.  Judge  of  my  heart  by  this  hasty  letter,  and  let  it  abide 
with  you  as  a  memorial,  how  I  am  affected  towards  you, 
tliough  I  have  so  few  opportunities  of  personal  converse, 
which  I  could  wibli  were  more  frequent. 
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OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  STUDY  OF  NATURE. 

l%ou  makest  the  outgoings  of  the  morning  and  evening  to  rejoice » 

Psalm  Ixv.  8. 

Christians,  it  is  not  a  vain  exercise  to  make  nature  and 
providence  your  study.  You  delight,  we  hope,  to  dwell  on  the 
page  of  inspiration^  and  by  it  you  are  directed  to  consult  the 
volume  of  nature,  and  to  read  in  it  the  wonderful  works  of  God. 
Tbtnic  not  the  employment  below  you ;  it  was  the  delightful  ex- 
ercise of  David,  the  son  of  Jesse,  and  king  of  Israel:  amtfn 
who  might  have  deliehted  himself  with  the  ornaments  of  finery, 
and  fared  sumptuously  everjr  day.  He  is  found  contemplating 
die  works  of  God,  and  admiring  those  beautiful  changes  in  na* 
tore  as  theeffect  of  the  Divine  Hand,  which  men,  in  general, 
totally  overlook.  **  Tliou  makest  the  outgoings  of  the  morn- 
ing and  evening  to  rejoice."  Pause  here,  and  learn  the  pro- 
pneiy  and  the  usefnlness  of  David's  employment.  Wnea 
tight  arose  out  of  darScness,  at  the  Almightv's  command,  the  an^ 
rels>  the  sons  of  the  morning,  sang  together ;  man  was  not  yet 
brought  into  being;  and  though  he  beheld  not  the  fir^t  dawn 
of  light,  he  no  doubt,  at  first  beholding  the  sun,  was  delighted 
with  that  emblem  of  perfection  and  purity.  What  a  glorious 
change,,  when  order  rose  out  of  confusion,  when  light  sprang 
out  or  darkness,  and  the  sun  came  forth  from  the  womb  of  the 
morning,  rejoicing  as  a  strong  man  to  run  his  race  ! 

The  same  Almighty  Power  is  unceasingly  employed  in  over- 
ruling the  changes  of  day  and  night.  The  operations  of  the 
divine  arm  were  not  suspended  when  creation-work  was  finish- 
ed. In  the  heavens  he  set  the  sun  for  a  si^n,  and  he  marks 
his  daily  course.  ^'  Thou  makest  the  outgomgs  of  the  morn- 
ing and  evening  to  rejoice."  What  might  not  God  do  unto 
us  tor  all  the  evil  we  have  done  against  him  ?  He  miffht  hide 
the  face  of  the  skjr,  and  spread  a  thick  cloud  over  it  for  forty 
.  days  and  forty  nignts,  till  the  bottles  of  Heaven  were  emptied  oa 
our  guilty  world.  He  might  allow  the  sun  to  rise  upon  the 
-earth,  and  'smile  upon  the  footsteps  of  a  Lot  till  he  entered  his 
Zoar,  and  then  impregnate  the  air  with  sulphurous  particles,—* 
collect  these  in  clouds  of  vengeance,— rain  them  down  on  our 
Sodom  till  the^  inhabitants  were  destroyed,  and  the  place  of  their 
libode  turned  into  a  nauseous  lake.  But  how  different  are  his 
Ways  toward  us!  When  man,  having  rested  from  his  labour, 
awakes  from  sleep,  be  opens  his  eyes  to  behold  —  what?  The 
iieaveits  and  the  earth  passing  aw^y,  and  the  elements  melting 
withfervent  heat?— the  J udse  clothed  in  awful  majesty,  coming 
to  take  vengeance  on  the  wicked  inventions  of  men  ?— No :  he 
beholds  the  sun  looking  from  the  east,  smiling  over  the  face  of 
the  heavens  and  the  earthy  and  pouring  bis  numberless  rays  of 
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light  into  the  habitations  of  thankless  man,  "  He  cometfl 
forth  9s  a  bridegroom  out  of  his  oliamber^  or  as  a  strong  man 
to  run  his  race  ;  nis  going  forth  is  from  the  end  of  heaven,  a»tl 
his  circuit  unto  the  end  of  it."  When  he  has  completed  his 
daily  round,  he  gradually  drops  out  of  view,  and  sinks  into 
the  bosom  of  niglit  and  darkness^  But  which  shall  we  moat  ad- 
mire —  The  glory  that  attends  him  in  his  decline,  or  that  witU 
which  he  opens  the  day?  Even  after  he  is  out  of  view,  ihe 
moon  and  stars  which  (iod  hath  ordained,  are  ready  to  supply 
his  place^  and  diminish  the  gloom  of  mghu  ^*  Thou  makest 
the  outgoings  of  the  evening  to  rejoice." 

Think  it  not  beneath  your  notice  to  remark  these  daily 
changes ;  the  more  you  are  thus  employed,  your  souls  will  ex- 
pand in  more  exalted  conceptions  ot  God.  These  changes  are 
not  the  effects  of  chance ;  tjiey  are  not  the  result  of  any  uni^ 
form  principle  undhccted  by  the  Supreme;  they  aic  the  effects 
of  his  power,  still  exercising  a  providential  care  over  all.  He 
hath  given  forth  his  la\v,  bv  wliich  all  things  move  and  mu- 
tually operate  ;  and  he  preserves  them  in  their  b«ii;ig  and  mo- 
tions. It  is  the  same  voice  that  at  first  said, "  hel  there  be 
light,"  that  every  laiorning  bids  the  sun. rise,  and  the  shadows 
of  night  flee  away :  and  cau  you  see  the  sun  shining  in  his 
strength,  or  belK)ld  the  moon  walking  in  brightness  — can  yott 
witness  the  beauty  of  the  dawn,  or  of  the  decline  of  day  <— and 
not  be  led  to  admire  the  glorj  of  him,  by  whom  the  Heavens 
wiere  made,  and  light  brought  into  being? 

The  Psalmist  observing  the  most  common  changes,  adores 
God  in  all  of  them.  ^^  Thou  makest  the  outgoings  of  the 
morning  and  the  evening  to  rejoice  :— Thou  vi&itest  the  earthy 
and  watercbt  it :— Thou  greatly  enrichcst  it  with  the  river  of 
God,  which  i?  full  of  water :— Thou  preparest  them  cx>rn,  when 
Tliou  hast  so  provided  for  it :— Thou  waterest  the  ridges  tliere- 
of  abundantly:  —  Thou  settlest  the  fiirrows  thereof :-^Thou, 
makest  it  s<jft  with  showers  :-^Thou  blessest  the  springing  tbere^ 
of: — ^Thou  crownest  the  year  with  thy  goodness,  and  thy  paths 
drop  fatness  !"  How  worthy  of  the  Christian's  employment^ 
to  obsei\e  the  same  things,  and  lift  up  his  soul  to  God,  who 
giveth  rain  and  fruitful  seasons,  who  empties  or  restrains  tlie 
Bottles  of  Heaven  at  his  pleasure  !  Unless  God  visit  the  eartbj 
and  water  it,  making  ii  soft  with  showers,  the  most  feitile  soil 
would  remain  barren  ;  it  would  soon  be  beyond  the  power  of 
man  to  cultivate.  By  the  frosty  incrustations  of  winter,  and  the 
pfarching  heat  of  summer,  it  would  become  as  iron  under  our 
iieet ;  byt  that  W^isdom  which  overruleth  all  things,  so  orders 
heat  and  cold,  light  and  darkness,  moisture, and  drought,  that, 
ifi  the  proner  season,  the  eaith  can  be  opened  with  the  plough- 
share, and  tj^e  grain  committed  into  the  furrow  with  safety. 
These,  ye  thankless  sons  of  men,  and  ciu*eless  observers  of  the. 
works  of  God,  these  ore  the  iruits  of  that  indulgent  boyo^ 
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Hmd  patience^  whicfa^  notwithstaudiagyour  evil  hearu>  still  wait 
to  do  you  good.  The  clouds  move  not  at  random^  nor  are 
tossed  to  aiKl  fpo  in  our  atmosphere  without  design  ;  the  hand 
of  God  disposes  them  for  the  refreshment  of  the  earth,  and 
watering  it  when  it  is  weary ;  and  if  they  distil  not  the  rain  lii 
plenty,  they  restore  through  the  night,  the  exhalations  of  th« 
day^  and  sprinkle  the  surface  of  the  earth  with  drops  of  dew. 
The  softening  influence  of  the  I'ain  in  mouldering  down. the 
clods  of  the  valley,  and  filling  up  every  opening  in  the  soil,  that 
a  noxious  vapour  may  not  hurt  the  tender  s^ed  in  tlie  moment 
of  vegetation,  was  not  unworthy  of  Dayid's  notice  : — ^^  Thou 
makest  it  soft  with  lowers,  thou  blessest  the  springing  there- 
of," Boast  not,  O  men,  that  you  have  filled  the  bosom  of  your 
farm  with  plenty  to  enrich  it ;  boast  not  that  you  have  o[>ened 
it  to. the  purifying  air  of  winter;  boast  aot  that  you  have  been 
liberal  in  throwing  the  grain  into  the  furrow,  and  purged  tlie 
field  of  every  noxious  weed  :  after  all  the.toil  and  expeuce  you  . 
have  bestowed,  you  cannot  moisten  a  single  ridge,  not  vegetate 
a^single  grain  ;  y^ou  cannot  bid  a  single  cloud  di'op,  nor  a  single 
day  be  warm  :  after  all  you  have  done,  God  may  send  exces* 
siveheat,  or  excessive  cold,  and  all  your  labour  is  lost ;  he  may 
withhold  rain,  and  your  prospects  are  blasted ;  or  he  may  send 
rain  in  such  abundance,  that  the  earth  may  disgorge  from  every 
furrow  both  your  grain  and  your  manure,  sweep  it  into  the  ri- 
vulets that  run  by,  to  be  carried  along  by  the  next  stream  into 
the  bosom  of  the  ocean.  God  alone  blesses  the  springing  of 
the  year ;  be  makes  day  and  night,  seed-time  and  harvest^  sum- 
mer  and  winter,  to  observe  their  appointed  seasons. 

What  care  does  God  not  take  of  thankless  man !  He  makes 
every  season,  every  day,  every  hour,  minister  to  our  .wants,  and 
confer  deh^hts.  In  spring,  we  soon  see  every  soil  put  forth  its 
natural,  fruit,  and  every  mountain  its  shrub  and  its  tree.  All 
things  freshen  and  revive  after  the  storms  of  winter  are  past. 
The  noiu'ishing  beat  and  fertilizing  showers  hapten  all  things 
to  maturity  ;  summer  clothes  all  in  blossom,  and  autumn  loads 
all  with  fi-uit ;  even  the  he;ath  in  the  (Jesart,  that  knows"  not 
when  good  comes,  puts  forth  its  flowers,  and  shakes  its  little 
grains  of  seed.     By  whom  is  the  earth  adorned  in  summer,  and 

•  enriched  in  autumn  ?  By  him  who  clothes  the  lily,  and  feeds 
the  raven  of  the  field ;  by  him  who  visits  the  earth,  and  waters 
it  with  tbe.riyer  of  God.  "  Thou,  O  Lord,  blessest  the  springing 
of  the  year, and  crownest  the  year  with  thy  goodness." 

"W^hen  you  survey  the  fields  around  you  in  spring,  in  sum- 
mer, or  in  autumn*  say  not  that  the  sources  of  your  delight  are 
few,  or  that  scanty  are  the  means  of  your  supply.  This  ear^h 
is  like  a  large  storehouse,  over  which  there  are  many  stewards, 
under  one  gracious  and  generous  Lord,  who  allows  this  maga-** 
line  of  bis  mercies  to  be  ever  open,  and  ever  full  of  every 
tiling  useful  for  the  supply  of  man.     '^  He  crowns  the  year 
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nvith  his  goodness^  and  isJl  his  paths  drop  fatness.'*  Say,  O 
Christian,  whatever  may  have  beeii  your  fears,  have  you  ever 
seen,  or  ever  heard^  that  for  one  year  the  distributions  of  hi| 
goodness. were  restrained?  No;  his  mercies  are  over  all  his 
works,  and  the  earth  is  full  of  his  goodness.  Ascend  the  highest 
emihence  within  your  view,  direct  your  prospects  eastwara  and 
westward,  southward  and  northward,  and  say  if  you  can  dis* 
cem  any  spot  of  earth  that  is  not  loaded  With  fruit,  or  orna- 
mented witli  a, flower,  that  is  pot  bearing  something  useful  for 
jnan  or  for  beast.  .Nay,  the  untutored  cdttager,  in  his  ob- 
scure hamlet,,  is  surrounded  with  the  beauties  of  nature,  which 
for  their  being  common  do  not  attract  his  notice ;  but  the  little 
flower  that  grows  wild  by  the  door  of  his  dwelling,  presents  a 
richer  colour  and  a  finer  texture  than  all  the  art  of  man  can 
produce.  Every  wise  Christian,  in  observing  thfeface  of  nature, 
will  see  the  finger  of  God,  and  must  indevotion,  lift  up  his  eyes 
to  Heaven  and  say,  O  Lord,  '^  all  things  are  full  of  thee  !  Thou 
crownest  the  year  with  thy  goodness !" 

Let  us  suppose,  for  a  moment,  one  of  God's  people  alone 
contemplatingtheface  of  nature.  When  he  looks  around  him, 
and  beh9ld8  the  earth  full  of  the  goodness  of  the  Lord,— even- 
ing and  morning  rejoicing,  and  the  season  hastening  the  fruits 
of  the  earth  to  maturity,  how  devout  are  his  reflections,  and  in 
how  filial  a  manner  does  he  express  them  !«^For  me(say>  he) 
these  clouds  drop,  and  that  sun  shines  ;  for  me  the  stores  of  his 
goodness  are  always  open ;  for  me,  as  well  as  for  others,  these 
grapes  hang  in  clusters  from  the  vine,  and  the  corns  wave 
sixty  fold  upon  the  stalk  ;  for  me  the  vallies  are  covered  with 
corn,  and  the  ]f)astures  with  flocks :  all  are  my  Father's  who  is 
in  Heaven;  and  he  allows  me  my  portion  as  he  sees  meet. 
Blessed,  blessed  be  God,  who  ministers  such  abundance  and 
delight !  But  I  shall  soon  pass  item  this  changing  world,  and 
enter  the  Paradise  above,  where  there  is  no  need  of  the  sun^ 
neither  of  the  moon,  to  give  the  inhabitants  light;  for  the  Lord 
shall  be  their  everlasting  light;  and  their  God  their  glory* 
There  also  summer  and  autumn  are  eternally  blended  ;  the  tree 
of  life  ever  bearing  fruit;  and,  to  enrich  the  beauty  of  the 
place,  there  flows  the  river  of  the  water  of  life,  clear  as  crystal, 
ironi  the  thr6ne  of  God,  for  ever  and  ever !" 

The  subject  also  serves  another  valuable  purpdse.  Think  then, 
O  siaint,  how  swift  are  the  wheels  of  time,  and  how  soon  the 
sun  niakes  the  circuit  of  the  skies.  While  you  stand  and  con- 
template bis  glory,  he  is  hastening  forward,  to  measure  out 
your  short  span  of  being.  The  revolutions  of  day  and  night 
are  never  inierrqpted  :  as  they  alternately  return,  they  remmcj 
you  of  your  own  passing  existence  helow,  and  that  *  soon  thati 
day  vill  dawn,  or  the  shadows  of  that  night  collect,,which  wiR 
issue  in  your  departure  fr«m  the  changes  of  time.  The  changes 
of  tbe  sf  asons  teach  you  the  same  lesson  j  but  upoi^  e  lar^f 
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icale.  When  the  sun  is  ready  to  pass  out  of  view.  For  what 
purpose  has  the  day  been  spent  ?  Is  an  enquiry  no  less  import* 
aot  than  the  issue  of  the  succeeding  night  is  uncertain.  Wh6 
can  tell  whetheryou  ^hall  ever  asam  behold  the  lieht  of  day? 
The  OQ^ioes  of  the  evening  which  you  now  admire,  may  be 
the  last  earthly  scene  your  eyes  shall  behold  !  Before  day  re- 
tomsyyou  may  pass  into  eternity  ;  and  how  blessed  the  change^ 
if  you  pass  into  light,  a3  the  light  of  seven  days,  and  have 
mortality  swallowed  up  of  life  !  How  blessed  your  chano:e, 
from  this  mutable  state  of  things,  to  a  new  Heaven  and  a 
new  earth,  wl^er^in  dwelleth  righteousness!  There  you  will 
have  objects  more  glorious  to  contem^)late ;  a  Paradise  rich 
and  fertile  to  admire.  '*  You  shall  hunger  no  more,  neither 
shall  you  thirst  any  more,  neither  shall  the  sun  light  on  you, 
Bor  any  heat ;  but  the  Lamb  which  is-  in  the  midst  oi  the 
thfone  shall  feed  you,  and  shall  lead  you  to  living  fountains  of 
waters,  and  God  shall  wipe  aWay  all  tears  from  your  eyes  !" 

AOJUTOR, 


THE  NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  THE  BEAVER,      ^ 

WITH    REFLEXIONS. 
£  Concluded  from  our  last  Magazine.] 

Thb  next  day  after  the  before- recited  circumstances,  to  gratify 
acniel  curiosity^  Mr.  Du  Pratz  relates,  he  shot  one  of  these  ad- 
mirable creatures,  and,  by  the  report  of  his  fire-arms,  drove  the 
others  to  seek  shelter  in  the  woods ;  which  gaveJiim  and  his  party 
foil  opportunity  to  examine  the  structure  of  their  habitatiou,  and 
their  stores  ;  of  which  he  gives  the  following  account  :— 

Under  one  of  the  houses  he  found  fifteen  pieces  of  wood,  with 
the  bark  in  part  gnawed  off,  apparently  intended  for  food  : 
and  rojind  the  middle  of  this  house,  which  formed  a  passage 
for  them  to  go  in  and  out  at,  he  found  no  less  than  fifteen  dif- 
ferent cells^  These  habitations  were  made  by  posts  placed 
slanting  upwards, to  a  point;  and  in  the  middle  was  the  floor. 
Testing  firmly  on  notches  in  the  posts. 

Here  we  see  the  Beaver,  like  the  Ant,  is  taught  oecpnomy  as 
well  as  industry ;  and  to  provide,  while  the  season  permits, 
against  the  severe  frost  which  fastens  them  within  their  habita- 
tions, and  prevents  their  seeking  more.  Surely,  this  should  re- 
mind us  of  that  important  maxim  of  our  divine  Master,  to 
'^  Work  while  it  is  day,"  because  '*  the  night  cometh,  wihen  no 
nan  can  work  !**     • 

The  harmc^y  in  which  these  creatures  live,  with  one  com- 
iBon  stock  of  pTOvisio'ns,  is  another  useful  lesson  for  us,  both  a* 
men  apd  as  Christians. — *'  Behold,  how  good  and  pleasant  it  ia^ 
for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity  !" 

Jt  ii  lem&lktble^  bqwcver^  that  there  are  some  Beavers  wb« 
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Jive  id  solitary  holes  by  themselves,  and  are  callecl  Hermitsj 
whether  these  have  been  crossed  in  their  affections,  or  are  in  a 
state  of  widowhoodj»  or  whether  they  have  for  some  crime  been 
banished  from  their  colony,  is  unknown ;  bijt  as  they  are  all 
distinguished  by  a  bhick  mark,  called  a  saddle,  upon  their  backp, 
it  should  rather  seem,  they  are  somewhat  different  in  th&x 
species. 

They  bring  forth  their  youni;  towards  the  end  of  June,  and 
generally  have  two  at  a  time,  wliich  are,  nine  times  out  often, 
a  male  and  a  female.  These  continue  with  their  parents  tiQ 
they  are  full  tlnee  years  old ;  wheji  they  pair  off,  and  fonn 
houses  for  themselves,  if,  however,  they  are  undisturbed,  and 
have  plenty  of  provisions,  they  remain  with  the  old  ones^  and 
thus  form,  a  doubje  society. 

\Ve  cannot  wonder  that  such  sociable  animals  as  the  Beaverf 
are,  should  also  exl»ibit  great  attachment  to  each  other.  'Two 
voung  ones  that  were  taten  alive,  and  brought  to  a  neighbour- 
ing factory  in  Hudson's  Bay,  were  preserved  for  some  time,  and 
throve  very  fast,  till  one  of  them  was  killed  by  an  accident, 
l^ie  survivor  instantly  felt  the  loss,  and  abstained  from  food  till 
it  died. 

Instances  have  occurred  of  Beavers  having  been  perfectly 
domesticated.  Major  Roderfort,  of  New  York,  related  to  Pro- 
fessor Kahn,  that  he  iiad  a  tame  Beaver  above  half  a  year  in 
bis  house,  where  he  went  about,  quite  loose,  like  a  dog.  The 
Major  gave  him  bread,  and  sometimes  fish,  of  which  he  was 
very  greedy.  As  much  water  was  put  into  a  bowl  as  be 
wanted.  Alt  the  rags  and  soft  things  he  could  meet  with,  he 
dragged  into  the  corner  where  he  was  accustomed  to  sleep,  and 
made  a  bed  of  them.  The  cat  in  the  house,  having  kittens, 
took  possession  of  his  bed ;  and  he  did  not  attempt  to  pTevent 
her.  When  the  cat  went  out,  the  Beaver  often  took  the  kitten 
that  was  preserved,  between  his  fore-paws,  and  held  it  to  his 
breast  to  warm  it,  and  seemed  to  doat  upon  it.  As  soon  as  the 
cat  returned,  he  always  gave  her  the  kitten  again.  Sometimes 
he  grumbled  ;  but  never  did  any  harm,  nor  attempted  to  bite. 

Similar  instances  of  attachment,  apparently  unnatural,  have 
been  often  observed  among  the  brute  creation ;  but  the  princi- 
pal circumstance  which  seems  to  render  this  account  doubtful 
IS,  Captain  Cartwright  assert?,  the  Beaver  will  not  feat  either 
(ish  or  any  animal  food.  The  contrary  has  been  asserted,  how* 
ever,  by  Buffon;  and  perhaps  both  assertion?  may  be  founded  'm 
fact,  as  it  relates  to  different  species,  or  in  different  circumstances. 
It  is  even  possible,  that  a  domesticated  animal  may  be  tavigh^ 
to  love  food,  for  which,  in  its  wild  state/ it  hstd  no  relish. 

Such  instances  of  extraordinary  friendship  and  afl^tioa 
among  different  species  of  the  brute  creation,  %lionTd  jlt  least 
teach  us  humanity  and  gentleness  to  them,  "  A  merciful  man 
i^  merciful  to  his  beast/'  And  cruelty  is  so  far  firona  being  com** 
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potible  mxh  Christianity,  that  it  sinks  a  man  below  the  dignity 
of  his  species ;  yee,  there  is  no  animal  in  the  creation  that  is  so 
bnitish. 

I  would  only  add,  that  the  Beaver  is  also  a  most  useful  crea- 
ture. Its  skin  is  so  injportant  an  article  of  commerce,  that  the 
hunting  of  it  is  a  profession;  and  the  Hudson  Bay  company  have 
fokl  above  50/X)0  skins  at  one  sale.  lu  flesh  is  est^med 
^ood  for  food;  and  besides,  the  inguinal  glauds  of  these  animals 
generally  produce  two  ounces  6f  castor,  a  medicinal  substaoce^ 
the  value  of  which  is  well  known.  And  does  not  Providence, 
^  making  the  creatures  thus  valuable  to  us,  teach  us 'how  we 
jshoald  m^ake  ourselves  valuable  to  each  other?  Manisestt* 
mated  Id  society  as  be  makes  himself  useful  by  industry,  econo* 
my,  and  benevolence  :  k  Christian  is  most  valuable,  who,  iu  ad- 
dition to  these  virtues,  studies  the  good  of  all  around  hign>  and 
is,  like  Abraham,  an  advocate  with  God  for  the  salvation  of 
PQLankijid*  ^I>. 

'         ANECDOTES. 


I.     OF  THE  LATE  REV.  ^R.  HEEVEY. 

In  the  parish  where  Mr.  Hervey  preached,  when  of  Arm?- 
liian  sentiments,  there  resided  a  Ploughman,  who  usually  at- 
tended the  ministry  of  tlie  late  Dr.  Doddridge.  Mr.  H<*rvey 
being  advised  by  his  physician,  for  the  benefit  of  his  healih,  to 
folio w  the  plough,  in  order  to  smell  the  fresh  earth,  frequentlj 
accompaiTied  the  ploughman  in  his  rural  avocation.  One  morn- 
ing the  following  conveisalion  passed  :  *— 

Mr,  Hervey.  My  friend,  I  understand  you  can  speak  the 
language  of  Canaan. 

Ploughman.    A  little.  Sir. 

jjfr.  if.  Then  I  will  propose  you  a  question  :— What  do  yott 
th;nk  is  the  hardest  thing  in  religion  i  ^ 

Plough.  I  am  a  poor  illiterate  man,  and  you.  Sic,  are  a  nm 
fiister ;  — I  beg  leave  to  return  the'  question. 

Mr.  H.  Then,  I  conceive  the  hardest  thing  in  religion  is, 
to  renounce  sinful JUsh. 

Plough.     I  do  not  think  so.  Sir. 

Mr.  Ji.     Then,  will  you  give  mc  your  opinion  ? 

Plough.  Why,. Sir,  the  hardest  thing  lo  religion  is,  to  deny 
righteous  selj^.  You  know  f  do  not  come  to  hear  you  preach  ; 
but  go  every  Sabbath  with  my  family  to  Northampton,  to  hear 
•Dr.  Doddridge.  We  rise 'prly  in  the  morJTing, "  and  have 
prayer  before  we  set  out ;  in"^  which  1  find  pleasure.  Walking 
there  and  back,  I  find  pleasure  j^— under  the  sermon  I  find  plea- 
sure^ —  wlien  ^t  the  LordVT^ble,  1  find  pleasure  ;  —  wc  read  a 
fortion  of  Scripture,  and  go  to  prayer  in  thq  evening,  in  which 
find  pleasure  ;  birt  to  this  moment,  I  find  it  the  hardest  thins 
U)  deny  *9nghttous  self .  r^^^'j^ 
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§M  ANECDOTEfll> 

The  simple  recital,  of  the  poor  mfiia  so  affected  Mr.  Hcrvcy* 
diat  it  proved  a  blessing  to  his  soul ;  aadtlie  ploughman  hende* 
Ibfth  became  his  bosom  friend.  Igdalia* 

IL      OF  THE   LATB   REV.  MR.  BEKRIDGE. 

Sir,  To  fhe  Editor. 

RKADiNfe  in  your  Maga^ne  for  October  last,  p.  405,  the 
unecdote  of  Mr.  Berridge  wiping  his  spectacles,  it  brings  to  mv 
mind  a  sayin«;  of  that  good  man  in  the  Tabernacle-{)ulpit.  I  thinr 
(if  I  remember  right)  about  the  year  1791,  being  just  arrived 
horn  his  vicarage  at  Everton,  in  Bedfordshire;  ana  being  led  up 
the  puipit*stairs  one  evening  after  the  minister  had  prayed,  he 
addressed  the  audience  nearly  as  follows  :— ^^  My  dear  Taberna- 
cle friends"  (the  tears  trickling  down  his  cheeks)  ''  I  bless  my 
dear  Lord  tliat  has  thus  far  brought  me  on  tny  wearisome  piU 
grhuage  through  the  wilderness,  and  has  permitted  his  old  worn* 
cut  servant  to  see  your  state  in  the  flesh  once  more,  which,  in  all 
probability,  will  be  tiie  last  time.  Satan  said  to. me,  as  1  was 
coming,— ^^  You  old  fool,  how  can  you  think  of  preaching  to 
diat  great  pjeople,  that  have  neither  strength  nor  memory  left?** 
I  said  to  liim,  *  Well,  Satan,  1  have  got  a  |[Ood  Master,  that 
bas  not  forsook  me  these  forty  years,  and  in  his  strength  I'll  try ;' 
.  and,  blessed  be  his  name,  he  has  thus  far  helped  me ;  and  if 
you'll  pniy,  I'll  try  to  preach  once  more  in  my  poor  way  :  and 
may  the  Lord  make  it  a  blessed  opportunity  to  us  all !  and  I 
think.you'll  say  Amen  to  it."  A  Constant  Reader. 

III.     OF  THE  LATE  LORD  LYTTLETON. 

The  celebrated  Lord  Lyttleton  said  to  his  Physician,  ia 
bis  last  illness, ''  When  I  first  set  out  in  the  world j  [  had  friends 
who  endeavoured  to  ata;^ger  my  belief  in  the  Christian  religion  ; 
but  I  kept  my  mind  open  to  conviction.  The  evidences  and 
doctrines  of  Christianitv,  studied  with  attention,  made  tbc  a  . 
most  firm  and.  persuaded  believer  of-  the  Christian  religion* 
t  have  made  it  the  rule  of  my  life ;  and  it  is  the  ground  of  my 
lii^ture  hopcs.*^  '     . 


QUERY. 

A  prof^or  of  matiy  years  standing,  lately  asserted,  that  for 
children  (or  adults)  to  sing  hymns  and  spiritual  songs,  unless 
their  hearts  exp^ieoced  the  words  sung^,  was  absolutely  profane, 
and  a  solemn  uiockery  of.God:  Gii/te/mt/«  therefore  inquiies, 
if  this  principle  be  admitted,— 1.  Mustit  not  be  equally  criminal 
for  them  to  read  bymnty  and  other  religious  books,  or  even  the 
Biblej  without  experiencing  what  tliey  read  ?  and  if  so, — 2.  What 
must  children  and  others  be  wcoura^ed  to  read  for  their  instnic*  * 
lioa'Md  imp2^v«mwt/ 
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A  REFtECTION 
ON  THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  JERUSALEM. 


Is  this  Jerusalem  ?  the  city  of  God,  where  Jehovah  himseU 
©nee  dwelt !  What  sorrows  have  encompassed  thee  about !  Into 
what  a  dreadful  pit  arf  thou  fallen  !  A  city,  once  the  glory  of  the 
east ;  the  city  where  God  manifested  his  presence;  where  his  holy 
temple  was  erected  !  Alas!  how  fallen  into  ruin!  scarcely  any 
trace  oi  its  former  grandeur  left!  Who  can  confidently  say^ 
*'Here  stood  such  a  structure,  —  here  such  an  edifice  was 
erected?"  Alas!  the  sovereign  decree  is  accomplished,  and 
Jerusalem,  **  the  holy  city,"  is  vanished  away,  like  the  morn- 
ingcloud ;  like  the  early  dew ! 

W  hat  -numberless  revolutfons,  O  Jerusalem,  hast  thou  under- 
gone since  thy  firet  estftbli«hBient1flinee  David  and  Solomoa 
sat  u|)on  thy  tlvrone  !  They  have  long  slept  with  their  fathers, 
and  thou  art  no^  deHveredi  up  to  a  foreign  power,  to  be  the 
habitation  of  the  Gentiles. 

Where  arf  thy  costly  temples,  founded  by  Solomon,  by 
Cyrus,  or  by  Herod  f  They  hav^  been  successively  humbled 
to  the  dust;  their  riches  despoiled,  and  their  foundation  razed. 
Where  once  the  blazing  altar  consumed  the  victim,  is  now. 
known  no  more !  Where  once  the  odoriferous  clouds  rose  from 
the  appointed  sacrifice,  'with  a  *^  sweet  smelling  savour,'^  now 
the  fames  of  passion  and  revenge,  the  torch  of  war !  The  foes 
of  God  have  united  to  debase  its  glory,  and  destroy  its  vei^ 
being;^to  make  it  a  '*  hijssing  and  acurse!"  Where  the  presence 
of  tke  liOPd  descended  from  on  high  on  the  mercy ^seat,  and  filled 
the  bouse  with  glory;  where,  in  responsive  sti'ains  of  meiodjr 
and  adoration,  Uie  priests  and  people  joinod  in  a  -^olemii  cos- 
cert,— a  isolate  silence  is  heard,  proclaiming  *^  tl»e  glory  is  rie^ 
parted  !"  Where  the  holy  law  ot  God  was  wont  to  be  read  im 
Ihe  ears  of  all  the  people;  jvhere  the  melodious  voice  of  the 
Saviour  afterwards  proclain>ed  his  everlasting  gos|>el, — the  Ma- 
hometan and  Papal  superstitions  triumph  !  ^*  The  gdlden  can- 
dlestick is  thrown  aside  as  a  useless  thing,  to  make  room  for  the 
throne  of  the  Prince  of  Darkness*^'. 

l4>ok  upon  Jerusalem.  Consider  her  former  greatness,  her 
ancient  honour,  her  heavenly  laws  and  ordinances,  and  say, 
is  not  the  sceptre  departed  i  Has  not  a  lawgiver  censed  ?  Is  not 
prophecy  iiilnlled  ?  Is  not  Shiloh  come  ?  He  has  come,  wad  aiO* 
Complished  all  that  was  predicted  by  his  prophets  and  himselR 

Let  England,  let  London,  look  upon  Jerusajem>  and  tremble, 
since^  notwithstanding  the  bounty  of  the  Lord,  she  hascrucifted 
bim  afresh,  and  put  him  to  open  shame.  Yes,  let  us  put  the 
€]ue9tion  :  Why  are  not  we  like  Jerusalem  f  Why  are  we  ilourish'- 
ing?  orrfi^^r^Why  have  we  flourished  so  long,  while  empiwi 

^  Homro^  Living^  T€inplf ,  . 
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have  tottered,  and  kingdoms  feU  around  us  ?  *'  Are  we  betfcef 
than  they  ?  No^  in  nowise !"  For,  if  Jerusalem  crucified  the 
Lord  of  glory,  and  with  wicked  bands  put  him  to  death,  have 
not  we,  though  favoured  with  his  everlasting  gospel  for  a  long 
succession  of  years,  been  insensible  of  his  judgments,  when  they 
liave  been  abroad  in  the  earth  ?  When  he  has  shaken  his  swoid 
over  us,  have  we  been  humbled  under  it?  In  our  solemn 
fasls,  have  we  not  fasted  like  unto  those  mentioned  in  the 
fifty-eighth  chapter  of  Isaiah?  O  let  us  take  warning  while  it 
is  not  too  late :  let  us  cry  unfeigncdly  for  mercy,  and  entreat 
%he  Lord  for  Christ's  sake  t;o  be  reconciled  to  us,  lest  peradven- 
ture,  when  his  wrath  is  kindled  bqt  a  little,  w^  perish  oefore  bis 
face,  like  Jerusalem  of  old,  and  find  np  m^rpy,      , 


THE  PPELED  BOUGH  RENEWED. 

fotlie  Editor^ 
Sir, 

My  peeled  branch  hassufFcrcd  much  through  the  winto^y  n^onths  ;  ycti 
'.  beyond  expectation  it  has  a  little  revived^  and  I  doubt  not  but  some 
r    of  your  readers  will  be  pleased  to  hear  it  is  yet 

Woburpf  Bucks,  Unconsumbp. 

The  wasted  vine  and  the  barked  fig-tree,  mentioned  in 
^oel  i.  7*  and  in  chap.  ii.  ^2,  bear  Iruit  and  yield  thetf 
'8trength.r— '^He  maketh  the  dry  tree  to  flourish." 
1  There  are  wonders  in  nature.  How  striking  the  cliange  be- 
tween December  and  May !  -—Wonders  in  Providence.  Joseph 
•is  in  prison  and  in  chains ;  then  anon  in  royal  robes ;  and  ^xt 
-the  throne  !— ^Wpnders  of  grace.  Saul,  the  persecutor,  i»  Paul 
the  preacher ! 

f  *  Wonders  of  grace  to  God  belong  ; 

|lepeat  his  niercies  in  your  song.'* 

-  With  these  vie^s,  we  can  believe  that  the  barked  bouch  can 
.  regain  its  former  beauty  and  fruitfuinpss.  ^'  Kot  by  might,  nor 
by  power,**  natural,  morale  acquired,  or  improved  ;  "  but  by  my 
Spirit,  saith  the  Lord."  Can.tb^se  dry  bones  hve  i  The  barren 
iig-tree  bear  ?  The  dead  tree  sprout  again  ?  llie  dry  rod 
'flourish  i  The  breath  of  the  Almighty  shall  give  lif^  to  tbe 
^ain,—- his  energetic  life,  fruitfulness  to  the  barren,— the  virtue 
of  tbedivinp  M^aters  shall  make  even  the  dead  tree  to  rebud,-r- 
and  the  diving  presence  ^.n^Jiat^  ^hafl  make  Aaron's  rod  ta 
Nourish. 

!•  A  minister  of  Je^us,  who  loves  his^Lord^  whose  delight  has 
been  ip  bis  wprk,'made  useful  tp  ^piany  in  it,  and  still  loves  it; 
but  hp  i$  peeled  of  his  strength  ^nd  ability  to  act  for  h'^  {/ord,  hjs 
cause,  and  his  people.  Tlie  unconsumea  has  known  a  little  of 
^his  state,    fie  has .  been  undef  tb^  p^^g  l^nite^  stript  bar« 
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Hf  his  natural  abiUty,  gifts,  graces,  comforts,  and  hopes.  He 
bas  found  mQre  need  of  grace  to  be  resigned  to  silence,  than  tcv 
be  in  full  service.  The  man  may  be  mtich  in  activity  ;  but 
grace  alone  will  do  in  suflPejing.  But  the  sufierings  of  minis*" 
ters  are  profitable  to  the  wise  among  their  peoplf^.'^-^probatutn 
at. 

2.  The  strongest  believers  are  often  barked  and  stripped  o^ 
their  confidence  and  comforts.  If  I  may  class  among  be- 
lievers; to  myself  I 'have  been  the  fruitless,  leafless,  barklessi 
weather-beaten  tree  on  a  barren  heath*  In  the  spring  season/ 
what  object  in  nature  is  so  unsightly  !  It  is  emblematic  of  the 
malediction  of  Heaven.  The  most  established  in  Christ  have 
their  changes,  which  should  lead  us  highly  to  prize  the  all-re-^ 
storing  life  of  our  d^ar  Lord.  If  any  are  in  such  a  cascj  they 
may  sing 

'*  Barren  altho' my  soul  remain. 

And  no  one  bud  ofgracc  appear, 
^Ho  fruit  of  all  my  toil  and  pain^ 

But  sin,  and  only  sin,  is  here : 
Altho'  my  gifts  and  comforts  lost, 

My  blooniing  hopes  cut  off  I  sec  ; 
Yet  will  I  in  my  Saviour  trust, 

And  glory  that  He  dy'd  for  me." 

3.  The  backslider  who  has  been  made  bare^  estranged  in  liitf 
mind  from  God  ;  all  unevenness  in  his  walk^  dark  prospects  as 
to  a  future  world,  entangled  by  sin  and  Satan,  may  be  restored. 
What  a  deplorable  object  was  pavid  during  his  distance  from 
God,  in  the  matter  of  Uriah,  — in  the  sight  of  God,  of  angels, 
of  believers,  and  in  his  own,  when  he  reflected  on  his  sin,  and  his 
toss  of  divine  communion  !  But "  who  is  a  God  like  unto  thee, 
pardoning  iniquity!''  Hear  David  saying  after  this  peeling 
season  was  over,  '^  But  I  ara  like  a  green  olive-tree  in  the 
house  of  God  :  I  trust  in  the  mercy  of  God  for  ever  and  ever  *.'* 

4.  There  may  be  a  secret  decay,  and  an  inward  peeling  of  thii 
soul,  while  the  exterior  may  be  fair.  There  may  be  the  nama 
of  Jiving,  where  there  is  no  life  : — ^'  Thou  hast  a  name  that  tboa 
livest,  and  art  dead  f/*  We  only  are,  in  fact,  what  we  are  be-* 
fore  God.  Most  of  God's  people  have,  at  seasons,  experienctd 
this  state,  and  have  found  tJie  remedy  for  it;  they  have  felt  th^ir 
inward  poverty,  a  sense  of  need  has  excited  prayer.  They  hav6 
found  Jesus  the  restorer  and  tlie  life.  Prayer  has  been  answered, 
the  Sun  of  righteousness  has  arisen  with  healing  under  his  wingSj 
the  Holy' Spirit  bus  blown  with  gracious  gales  on  the  garden  ox 
the  heart ;  the  gentle  showers  have  fallen,  the  blades  and  buds 
appear,  and  "  the  Lord  blesses  the  springing  thereof  J/' 

5.  Motwithstanding,  the  wounds  and  scars  on  tli^  peeled 
bough  are  visible  after  it  is  healed,  and  the  bark*  renewed :  a 
sense  of  out  former  peeled  state,  will  not  be  obliterated  from  ouf 
^wn  minds.    ''  Jacob  went  limping,  and  Paul  had  his  thorn  i 

*  ?uhuU  XCiL  li^ii*        t  K«ir.  iii.  i»        (  Ps.  IxT.  xo« 
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diey  feU,  were  grieved  and  humbled   in  their  wotind«j  Btit 

tejoiced  in  the  healing  balm  of  Jesus. 

6.  Reviving  life  is  seen  in  buds  of  holy  desire ;  blooming 
hope^  fn  the  expectation  of  divine  favour,  tlirough  the  blood 
6f  the  Lamb ;  saving  faith  in  greater  confidence,  life,  love, 
lowliness,  zeal,,  and  purity.  These  fruits  are  brought  forwaixl 
and  ripened  by  the  continual  rfgencyofGod  the  Holy  Ghost, 
^  the  Lord  and  Giver  of  life."  How  pleasing  to  the  sight  of 
Jesus,  angels,  and  saints,  is  such  a  renewed  or  restored  charac- 
ter !  The  World  itself  cannot  but  admire,  though  they  hate  th6 
change. 

7.  These  fruits  are  pleasant  to  the  taste  of  the  divine  Producer 
of  them.  ^^  I  have  eaten  my  honey-comb  with  my  honey  ;**  i.  e^ 
thine  outward  profession  and  thine  inward  grace  are  pleasing 
to  me ;  the  production  of  thy  farther  field  and  thy  nearer  vine- 
yard, thy  wine  and  thy  milk.  Let,  says  Jesus,  all  partake 
of  my  pleasure  :  ^'  Eat,  O  friends!  djrink^  yea  drink  abundantly, 
O  beloved  *r 

8.  They  are  profitable  as  well  as  pleasant  to  the  bearer  of  them. 
To  have  our  fruit  to  holiness,  is  to  have  it  to  personal  happiness. 
*'  Great  peace  have  tbey  which  keep  thy  law,  and  nothing  sliall 
offend  them  f"  —  To  the  poor.  They  have  the  advantage  of 
the  spiritual  exertions  of  the  rich,  in  promoting  the  cause  of 
religion  ;  and  the  benefit  of  their  kindness  and  liberality  to  their 
temporal  exigencies  :  ^'  He  that  giveth  to  the  poor,  lendeih-  to 
the  Lord  J."  The  Lord's  creditors  will  suffer  no  loss:  there  is 
no  fear  of  bankruptcy  in  Heaven.  —To  mankind  in  general, 
behe vers  arc  charged  to  maintain  good  works :  "  these  are  good 
and  profitableuhto  men." 

Herein  is  ^race  magnified  and  God  glorified  :  — 

<•  The  work  is  of  grace  ; 

Thine,  thioe  be  thc- praise, 
And  mine  to  adore  thee 

And  tell  of  thy  i^ays." 

Unconsumeij. 

♦  8o«gV.  I.  Vl.  ».  vii.  «a.  t  P««  «ix.  i^S*         t  Tito^iii.  t^ 


CHRISTIAN    UNION: 
w/»  Address  delivered  at  the  General  Comtnunion  of  the 
Missionary  SocijExy.      ' 

I5  ever  there  is  an  unusual  joy  among  the  glorified  inha- 
bitants of  the  celestial  world,  in  the  expectation  of  the  church 
iiilitant  being  increased  and  extended;  — if  ever  there  is  an 
nnoisual  trembling  in  Hell^  under  a  fear  of  the  empire  of  Satan 
being  weakened  and  circumscribed ;  it  is  most  likely  to  be  when 
4he  mittism^  and  disoipieft-of  Christ/dtawuearer  tm  eaoh-  cither 
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ill  ftffiectkm  and  friftMlship ;  and  cordially  unite  tlieir  coansels, 
their  prayers,  and  their  exeitions,  to  spread  the  go«pei,  and 
bring  the  donlsof  lost  and  perishing  sinners  to  the  knowledge 
and  experience  of  the  salvation  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus,  it 
is  in  tbis  Tiew,  that  the  formation  and  continuance  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Society  is  to  be  ertimated  among  the  most  impor- 
tant aod  anspicious  events  pf  these  latter  times.  A  maltituoe  of 
Christian  ministers  artd  others,  have  agreed,  in  some  measure, 
to  lose  sight  of  the  diffei^nt  names  by  whicluthey  ane  denomi- 
nated, and  the  varidos  modes  of  disciphne  by  whicii  their  re- 
spectiYe  churches  are  regulated,  and,  with  one  heart  and  mind, 
apply  all  their  talents  and  zeal  to  prove  their  love  to  Jesu«  and 
his  gospel ;  and  labour  to  snatch  those  who  sit  in  darkness  and 
the  re|;ion  of  the  shadow  of  death,  fiom  tlieir  truly  awful  and 
ealamttons  state  of  darkness,  guilt,  and  misery. 

The  enemies  of  Christianitv  have  taken  much  praise  to  them- 
idves  for  having  weakened  the  influence,  and  retarded  tlve  pro- 
gress of  Christianity  in  the  world,  by  tlie  exercise  of  theu:  wis- 
dom, and  the  energy  of  their  zeaL  But  it  is  not  so  f  the  greater 
part,  if  not  the  whole,  of  their  boasted  success  has  arisen  from 
a  quite  different  source.  We  scruple  not  to  say,  it  has,  in  a 
great  measure,  arisen  out  of  the  ill-timod  and  the  unchrisiiaa 
coDtetitions  and  disputes  of  ClKistians  themselves:  — di*«pule« 
which  are  the  fruit  and  offspring  of  our  depraved  passions ;  and 
which  are  fanned  info  a  flame,  and  kept  alive  tnrough  the  ia- 
flnence  of  the  god  of  this  world,  whose  continual  aim  is,  to 
divide  the  church,  that  he  may  the  more  easily  weaken  its 
strength,  and  destroy  its  prosperity. 

Many  Christians,  however,  not  only  retain  their  ancient  pre- 
judices, and  refuse  all  religious  intercourse  with  other  denomi- 
nations,—but  they  express  themselves  in  an  angry  tone  against 
those  who  do;  and  scruple  not  to  chaige  them  with  being  the 
enemies  of  all  discipline  and  good  order  in  the  church  of  Clirist; 
and  even,  sometimes,  impeach  the  integrity  of  their  motive* 
with  an  acrimony  unworthy  of  those,  whopiofess  to  be  the  di»» 
ciples  of  the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus. 

^  But  to  what  part  of  either  the  Old  or  th#  New  Testament 
eaa  a  ^erioos  reader  look,  without  perceiving,  that  both  the 
letter  and  the  spirit  of  divine  revelation  inculcate  upon  be- 
lievers, that  they  should  love  one  another  with  a  pure  hearty 
fcrvcndy ;  ttiat  they  should  be  of  one  heart  and  of  one  mind.^ 
Tfce  charge  which  Joseph  ^ave  to  his  brethren,  ^'  See  that  ^ou 
fall  not  out  by  the  way  *,"  is  still  more  important,  in  its  applica- 
tion, to  those  who  are  Israelites  in  a  spiritual  sense.  Both  llie 
beaoly  and  the  value  of  this  Christian  unity  are  recommended 
by  the  Psalmist,  in  these  words:  '^  Behold,  how  good  and  how 
peasant  k  is,  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity  i*,"  The 

^  C«a.  xlr*  2^  t  Psalm  cxxxlli.  t. 
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New'Testament  abounds,  still  more  ttian  the  Old^  with  TSttottr 
aiid  appropriate  passages  on  this  suliject*  Jesus  Christ,  who 
knew  what  was  in  man,  and  who  iinew  what  individual  Cbris-4 
tians  mast  of  necessity  sacrifice  to  the  attainment  of  this  most 
desirable  and  essential  part  of  religion,  has  repeatedly  and 
strongly  enforced  this  doctrine  upon  his  disciples. 

The  apostles  rigjbtly  understooa  the  doctrine  and  the  spirit  of 
their  Master,  and  copied  him  in  earnestly  pressing  the  doctrine 
of  unity  upon  all  who  were  called  by  his  name,  professed  faith 
in  the  gospel  of  peace,  and  the  hope  ofthatgloi^  in  which  the 
church  shall  finally  make  bul  oyne  general  assembly^  and  in 
which  the  most  cordial  and  perfect  h^^'tiiODy  ^bail  etemaQy 
reign.  So  strongly  did  the  apostle  Paul  feel  the  necessity  of 
Christian  unity  among  the  churches,  that  every  epistle  of  his 
recommends  it  in  the  most  affectionate  manner,  and  by  the 
most  suitable  and  cogent  arguments.  <  In  his  time,  as  in  onr 
own,  the  Christians  were  disposed  to  lay  an  undue  stress  upon 
non-essential  things  ;  to  separate  from,  and  maintain  a  wariare 
against,  each  other  on  the  account  of  difference  upon  topics,  oa 
which  they  were  bound  to  bear  with,  and  exercise  the  greatest 
tenderness  and  charity  toward,  each  other.  They  were  inclined 
to  break  comnuuiion  with  each  other  upon  such  subjects  as 
these :  — >  Meats  and  drinks,  and  the  observation  of  days.  How 
is  the  holy  man  affected  by  the  disputes  and  dissentions  of  tho 
early  churches?  He  laments  over  these  evils;  he  censures  ait 
the  parties  concerned  in  them ;  but  takes  no  side,  espouses  no 
party ;  but  rather  gives  the  most  tender  and  healing  advice : 
'*  Hiih  that  is  weak  in  the  faith  receive  ye ;  but  not  to  doubt* 
ful  disputations  V  Head  the  whole  passage,  and  admire  the 
conduct  of  this  amiable,  this  liberal,  this  devoted  servant  of 
Christ.  He  had  an  opinion  upon  these  disputed  questions ;  and 
his  authority  would  give  weight  to  it,  and,  perhaps,  even  silence 
those  of  a  contrary  opinion.  But  no  ;  he  does  not  disclose  his 
own  thoughts  upon  these  subjects  ;  he  thinks  them  of  too  little 
importance  to  give  a  |)recijTe  law  concerning  them  :  he  is  only 
grieved  that  Christians  should  make  them  the  matter  of  dispute; 
and  occupies  himself  diiefly  in  censuring  and  condemning  the 
bigotry  and  intolerance  of  those,  who  woiild  violate  the  bonds 
of  Christian  charity,  dictate  laws  to  other  n^ns'  consciences, 
and  destroy  the  principles  of  Christian  liberty,  —  by  not  allpw« 
ing  that  freedoni  to  others  which  they  take  for  themselves. 

To  whatever  part  of  ecclesiastical  history  1  turn  my  eyes,  I 
see  the  sad  efl'ects  of  the  want  of  Christian  unity.  'There  I  see 
different  classes  of  Christians,  not  only^ibusing,  but  persecuting 
one  another  to  prison  and  to  de^th,  because  they  cannot  pro- 
nounce their  67*i//6o/c/A ;  whilst  their  unsanctified  contentions 
weakened  the  general  interests  of  their  Master's  kingdom,  and 
traded  to  scatter  tlie  lambs  of  his  little  flock^  the  common 

•  Rom.xIv.  1--^. 
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#nemy  of  both  are  exulting  and  crying,  **  Aha !  aha  !  so  would 
we  have  it."  On  the  contrary,  when  friendship  and  unity 
obtain  among  the  niinisters  and  churches ol'  the  Redeemer,  tho' 
they  are  known  under  different  names,  and  worship  statedly  in 
difu:rent  communities,  yet  Tire  they  mutually  helper^  of  each 
other's  faith  and  joy ;  the  general  edification  of  the  body  of 
Christ  is  promoted;  the  enemies  of  Christ  and  his  church  are 
abashed  and  confounded,  and  cry^  with  amazement,  ^'  See  how  * 
these  Christians  love !"  yea,  when  the  churches  thus  walk  in 
unity^  they  approach  sp-much  nearer  to  the  state  of  the  church 
above,  where  ail  is  love,  harmony,  and  friendship. 

From  the  state  of  the  heavenly  world,  we  may  draw  a  very 
natural  and  powerful  inference  in  favour  of  unity  and  friendship 
among  the  ministers  and  churches  of  Christ  upon  earth.    That 
immense,  but  united  and  harmonious  multitude,  constituted  of 
gracious  souls  drawn  from  among  all  nations,  and  from  a  great 
variety  of  denominations,  dwell  together,  and  worship  before  the 
throne  of  God  and  the  Lamb,  without  one  jarring  note.     Yes; 
there  Wbitetteld  and  Erskine,  Toplady  and  Wesley,  Romaijie 
and  Gill,  Jonathan  Edwards,   and  Latrohe,  <:an  all   unite  in 
one  song  of  praise  to  that  triune  God,  to  whose  sovereign  grace 
and  almighty  iofiiuence  they  cheerfully  own  themselves  indebted 
for  their  complete  salvation*    Allowing  they  nre  now  the  spirits 
pf  iust  men  made  perfect,  and  are  freed  troin  all  the  passions 
and  prejudices  with  which  those  in  the  body  are  still  exercised, 
and  hence  the  cases  are  not  altogether  parallel,  yet  why  should 
we  not  aim  to  have  these  dispositions  which  hinder  Christian 
DQion,  sqppressed  and  laid  aside?     Why  should  we  not  aspire 
to  resemble  n^ore^  perfectly 'whilst  here,  that  general  assembly 
and  church  of  the  fiirst  liom,  which  we  (whether  we  are  Dissen-^ 
ters  or  Churchmen,  Presbyterians  or  Independents,  Baptists  or 
^lethodists)  are  destined  to  join,  provided  we  be  real  Christians. 
To  recommend  and  enforce  the  lovely  doctrine  of  Christian 
union,  it  might  be  urged,  that  the  whole  church  of  Christ  is 
bat  one  body ;  consequently  all  the  real  disciples  of  Christ, 
though  of  different  denominations,  approximate  much  nearer 
to  each  other  than  most  of  them  are  willing  to  allow  :  they  are 
all  members  of  Christ ;  the v  must  therefore  be  related  to  each 
other,  4md  must  be  interested  in  each  other's  safety  and  prospe- 
rity.   But  this  point  is  njore  beautifully  and  more  powerfully 
urged  by  the  apostle,  than  by  any  thing  I  can  offer.     In  one 
place  he  says,--H»^'  We  are  members  of  his  body,  of  his  flesh,' 
and  of  his  bones  *."     In  another, — "  For  by  one  Spirit  are  we 
•11  baptized  into  one  body,  whether  we  be  Jews  or  Gentiles; 
whether  we  be  bond  or  free,  and  have  been  all  made  to  drink 
into  one  spirit :  for  the  body  is  not  one  ipember,  but  many  f." 

.  It  is  then  manifest>  that  though  the  names  by  which  we.  are 
f^ed  are  various ;  though  the  walls  which  separate  our  parti* 

f  Ejh,  V.  30,  t  I  Cor.  x'd.  .3, 1^^;^,  ^  Google 


fOS  iit7£ftIKS   ANSWRUDW 

cular  churches  one  from  anothet,  are  of  considelPaUe  height  | 
though  the  time,  the  frequency » the  manner  of  aH ministering 
tlie  communion,  be  dilFerent;  yet  still,  if  we  are  real  Christians, 
we  are  members  of  Christ;  we  are  members  one  of  another*^ 
Surely  then  we  may  account  it  both  our  duty  and  our  privilege 
>  to  forget  our  little  diflerences,  and  unite  in  one  common  effort 
to  spread  the  gosj^el,  and  occasionally  testify  our  love  to  Chrisl 
and  each  other  at  the  same  sacramental  table. 

In  short,  for  Ciiristians  who  diSer  from  each  other  in  many 
lion-essential  things,  thus  occasionally  to  commune  together,  19 
following  the  practice  of  the  churcli  m  her  be«t  days  ;  it  is  fol- 
lowing th«  footsteps  of  many  of  the  most  wise  and  holy  servants 
of  our  Lord ;  it  is  imitating  the  innumerable  company  before 
the  throne,  who  eat  of  the  tree  of  life,  ^nd  who  were  not  only 
gathered  out  of  matfy  different  nations,  but  also  from  among 
inany  different  denomin^ons;  and  who  now  worship  God  witb^ 
p9t  one  Jarring  note. 

ANSWERS  TO  QUERIES 
In  our  Magazine  for  MmrcJi,  page  12  !♦ 

T,  It  is  certain,  iriany  of  the  antients  believed  that  Christ  (lescendej 
fnto  Hell  literally:  eithtr  to  preach  deliverance  to  the  spirits  then  in 
prison  (whence  arose  the  doctrine  of  Purgatory)  ;  or,  at  least,  topuMiA 
there  his  triumphb  over  Satan,  Death,  and  HclU  But,  since  the  natmc 
vi  the  Hebrew  language  has  been  more  deeply  studied,  it  Jias  appeare4 
nrfficiently  evident,  tbat  by  H^Il,  in  Scrhjture,  is  often  meant  either  the 
j;ri¥vr,  or  tl>e  irruiiibU  "juorld  in  general.  The  .radical  idea  of  the  original 
term  a^>:f,  i$  ihe  hidden  oreonfcaled  place  ;  and  such  is  also  the  prim^ 
meaning  of  the  Saxon  term  Helly  from  Behn^  to  cover  over.  As  to  tht 
word  &«y,  it  is  certainly  not  always  uscsl  for  the  immortal  spirit ;  but  for 
tlie  animal  frame,  whether  aliv^  or  de^.  $0  that  th.C  passage  in.c^ue&tioi^ 
in^y  be  properly  rendered, 

Thou  wilt  not  Ic^ve  myaninul  frame  in  the  grave  ; 
fJeiihcr  wilt  thott  suffer  thnie  holy  one  to  see  corruption. 

It  may  be  added,  this  article  did  not  belong  originally  to  the  apostle*^ 
creed  ;  itnd  when  it  was  first  inserted,  the  word$,  **  was  buried,"  were 
omitted.  —  For  farther  satisfaction,  E.  E.  is  referred  to  Bishop  Pearson  oa 
Ibe  Creed  \  or  to  Mr.  Buck's  Th^ogical  Diaioairy,/underthe  word  HaAL 

JOD. 

IT.  Tlie  situation  of  A  X^"^  ?\\grm  requires  peculiar  delicacy 
and  tenderness  of  conduct.  VVe  cannot  always  commend  the  ieal  of  yownff 
xonveits,  who  often  hurt  the  cause  they  'vrish  to  serve,  by  ptttnessaud 
rudeness  to  their  parents  or  superiors.  In  general^  we  would  sty.  Let 
young  converts,  who  have  irrciigioua  stnd  profane  ysM^nts,  endeavour^ 
^rst,  to  ornament  their  profession  by  *'  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit;  which 
is,  in  the  sight  of  God,  of  great  price  ;*^  and  insinuate  instruction  to  them 
by  afectionate  hints  and  intreaties,  ancj  a  holy  life,  rather  than  assume 
the  air  and  tone  of  teachers :  to  put  in  their  way  some  religious  books  or 
trapts,  and  endeavour  to  lead  tbem,  i£  possible,  under  the  preaching  of 
the  gospel.  But  our  correspondent  may  find  sonae  very  useful  and  appro*! 
,  priate  hmts  an4  (Jire^jlivm*  on  this  subject,  i^  N^r^  §CoU's  (;^ccUqnt  ^s»ayl^ 
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Sir>      '  To  THE  Editor. 

If  the  following  account  of.  the 
Lord's  deiUiiigs  with  a  child  of 
rajoe  (Charles  Bineti)  who  jdicd 

,  ^  few  months  ago,  at  the  age  of 
nineyears^  be  deemed  worthy  of 
insertion  id  .the  Evangelical  Ma- 
gazine,  k  is  very  much  at  ydur 
strviec,  hoping  it  may  be  accept- 
able to  your  raiders,  and^  by  the 
divine  blessing,  be  made  produ(^ 

,  tivc  ot  essential  good. 

Yours,  &c.         T*  B. 
Oner's  Street. 

When  this  child  was  a^out  seven 
years  of  age,  I  was  enabled  to  dis- 
cover something  in  him  of  a  pious 
cast :  he  would  talk  of  Hekven  and 
Hell,  the  good  and  the  wicked,  and 
said,  That  the  former  would  always 
te  praising  the  Lord.  He  seemed, 
even  then,  to  have  juster  ideas  of 
the  way  in  which  a  sinner  must  be 
saved,  than  many  who  are  of  years 
bf  maturity ;  namely,  That  salva* 
tioil  was  iXX  of  grace.  When  he 
heard  people  swearing  in  the  streets, 
is  he  wd>ked  along,  he  would  ex* 
claim,  *.*  Oh,  papa,  how  wicked  it 
is  to  swear!'*  He  was  particularly 
attached  to  a  little  book,.  Called 
«« Janew^y'i  Token  for  Children  ;*• 
and  read  it  several  times.  He  wa^ 
never  »shamed  of  any  one  seeing 

-  him  engaged  in  ^private  prayer,  tho* 
i  am  pcrftctly'convinced  it  was  not 
from  ostentation,  -*but  in  the  sim- 
|»IicLty  of  hia  heart.     He  would  ^ay 

'•grace  at  table w ith  great  reverence; 
and  used  frequently  to  declare,  he 
should  like  to  be  a  preacher  of  the 
gospel,  **  that  he  might  call  poor 
sinners  to  the  Lord.'*  Though  his 
desire  was  not  literally  granted, 
may  this  account  of  him  be  produc- 
tive ot  the  conversion  of  some,  as 
the  Lord  can  wotk  by  such  simple 
means  as  tii^se  I  —  Oncel  reproved 
*&Tf»  (when  he  was  about  eight  years 
old^  for  not  bringing  home  the  te*t 
moa  something  of  the  sermon :  he 
complained  ot  a  bad  inemory.  1  told 
him  he  should  pray  to  the  Lord  for  a 
l^od  mwty  it  wx^  his  duty  to  do  s6. 


He  5oonoteye<i ;  ahd  WisoVethcard 
by  W$  cousin,  saying,  repeatedly, 
**  Lord  Jesus,  give  me  a  good  me- 
mory I** 

He  had  been  wijh  the  family  to 
Margate  last  summer,  where  his 
delight  in  religion  made  htm  rbe  so 
early  as  to  attend  a  prayer-meeting 
on  the  Lord^s  Day,  at  seven  o'clock'; 
and  he  rctun^d  to  London,  in  the 
autumn,  apparently  in  perfect 
health  ;  but  was  soon  seized  with 
.indisposition  at  school.  The  dis- 
order which  terminated  his  mortal 
existence,  was  that  of  water  on  th» 
brain  j  the  foundation  of  which,  it 
is  apprehended  J  was  unhappily  laid 
by  repeated  convulsion-fits  when  Y^t 
was  an  infant ;  and,  notwithstand- 
ing he  had  the  best  of  advice,  it 
was  of  no  avail,  as  this  malady 
seems  to  baffle  all  hum^n  skill,  and 
gengrally  prqves  fatal. 

In  November  last,  when  he  came 
home,  he  was  a  little  irriuble  from 
the  paiu  ot'  his  disorder.  I  chid^d 
him,  and  told  him  that  impatience 
Was  no  proof  of  his  being  a  rdligioua 
boy,  disiriikg  him  to  pray  to,  tte 
Lord  for  patience,  Soonafteriwards 
tlvere  was  a  great  change  in  his  tem- 
per; and  I  have  no  doubt  of  his 
having  prayed  to  the  Giver  of  every 
good  gitt  for  the  grace  of  patience. 

Drs.  Reynolds  and  Bufges  at- 
tended him;  whose  very  great  at- 
tention to  him,  in  the  exertion  of 
their  united  skill,  deserves  public 
as  well  as  private  commendation, 
althoivgh  their  efforts  proved  inef- 
fectual. He  said  to  the  physician 
who  first  attended  him,  '*  Dr.  Bur- 
ges,  I  want  the  Great  Physician. »» 
To  the  people  around  him,  in  his 
illness,  he  would  say,  **  Be  good, 
and  you  will  go  to  the  Lord,  where 
I  am  going." 

A  £vv  days  before  his  death,  Jie 
told  his  mamma  that  he  was  a 
swearer.  She  replied,  that  she 
never  heard  him  swear.  **  Oh  no,** 
said  hej  **  it  is  all  within  !'*  He 
had  a  great  impression  upon  his 
mind  of  the  sinfulness  of  his  naturo, 
and  was  apprelicnsive  that  the  Lori  - 
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would  not  accept  him.  He  was  told 
that  his  acceptance  did  not  depend 
upon  his  goodness ;  but  upon  the 
mercy  of  God,  thro*  Christ  Jesus. 
He  was  soon  after  more  composed, 
and  said  he  had  seen  the  Lord 
(meaning,  no  doubt,  with  the  eye 
of  faith;  and  that  he  should  be  at 
rest  with  him ;  adding,  •*  That  he 
took  little  children  in  his  arms  and 
blessed  them,  and  he  will  take 
mc:"  "  His  flesh  is  meat  indeed, 
and  his  blood  is  drink  indeed.*' 
The  world  was  very  wicked  (he 
said)  and  **  he  would  not  stay  in  it 
for  ten  thousand  such  worlds!*'  — 
He  had  been  in  great  pain  5  but,  a 
few  days  before  his  death,  he  said, 
The  Lord  would  not  suffer  him  to 
be  in  pain ;  whicl;»  was,  compara- 
tively, the  c^se;  and  there  was 
tome  little  hope  of  his  recovery  ;— 
but  a  slight  convulsion-fit,  on  the 
1 7th  of  December,  took  him  off,  and 
he  was  launched  into  a  boundless 
•cean  of  bliss,  to  enjoy  the  happi- 
ness of  the  redeemed. 

Fft)m  this  short  narration  of  the 
child's  experience,  the  truth  of 
which  I  and  many  others  ca.n  bear 
the  most  solemn  declaratioi^s  to,  it 
is  evident  that  God  does  not  leave 
himself  without  witnesses  of  the 
reality  of  true  religion,-  and  the  ef- 

•  fects  of  grace  upon  the  heart,  even 

*  among  little  children  ;  from  whose 
mouths,  agreeably  to  his  word,  he 
perfects  praise,  that  he  may  still 
the  enemy  and  the  avenger  ;  for  if 
they  will  not  believe  the  experience 
of  men,  from  a  fahe  supposition 
tlmi  the  whole  may  be  a  delusion  or 
hypocrisy,  ~~  yet,  the  geiiuiiie  effu- 
sions of  a  child,  who  was  incapa- 
ble of  deception,  particularly  under 
the  circumstances  of  his  case,  must 
stop  the  mouths  of  gainsayers,  un- 
less determined  to  contradict.— 
That  this  comrauaication  of  facts 
may  be  abiuidantly  blessed  to  the 
rising  generation,  is  the  fervent  and 
sincere  desire  of        yours,  Ac. 

MRS.  AND  MISS  TEWXBURY. 
Mrs.  Tewxbirry  died  at  East 
Lu  I  worth,  near  Ware  hum,  Dorset, 
Jan.  19,  1^03,  aged  73  ;  and  Miss 
Tewxbury,  her  oulv  rhild,  died  at 
the  same  place,  April  2, 1S03,  a^jed 
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.  34.     Two   funeral    sermons  wM 


preached  at  the  village  on  the  oc* 
casion,  by  the  Rev.  B.  Cracknell^ 
of  Weymouth.  Before  Mrs.  Tewx- 
bury's  departure,  she  expressed  an 
ardent-wish  that  her  daughter  mlgh't 
*'  soon  follow  her ;  and  now,  we  hope, 
both  have  entered  into  that  rest 
that  remains  for  the  people  of  God. 
While  they  remained  in  this^  mortal 
state,  they  were  active  supporters 
of  a  gospel-mini^ry ;  and  princi- 
pally through  their  exertions  evan- 
gelical ministers  have  been  encou- 
raged to  preach  at  Lulworth.  May 
the  inhabitants  of  that  village  still 
enjoy  the  divine  light  of  the  glo- 
rious gospel  1 

These  female  disciples  of  Christ 
not  only  laboured  with  ministers  of 
the  gospel  iii  life,  but  the  saime  dis- 
position influenced  them  to  devise 
means  that  should  protract  their 
usefulness  when  removed  beyond 
the  present  sphere  of  action  -,  thejr 
therefore  consecrated  part  of  theif 
property  to  promote  the  glory  of 
Christ.  T\vo  hundred  pounds  are 
left  to  the  congregation  of  Protest- 
ant Dissenters  under  the  pastoral 
care  of  the  Rev,  J.  Banister,  at 
Warehani ;  and  one  hundred  pounds 
to  the  London  Missionary  Society. 
**  For  whether  we  live,  we  live 
unto  the  Lord  j  and  whether  we  die, 
we  die  unto  the  Lord  :  whether  we 
live,  therefore,  or  die,  we  are  tlip 
Lord's.  Happy  is  the  people  who 
ai*e  in  such  a  case,  whose  God  is 
the  Lord."  B.  C. 


ANTHONY  -WARD. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  me- 
moir was  a  young  gentleman,  of 
amiable  manners,  and,  in  regard  to 
religion  and  usefulness,  highly  pro- 
mismg.  His  mind  was  cairly  im- 
pressed with  the  importance  of  scr 
rious  things.  He  sought  the  Lord ; 
and  the  blessings  of  salvation  were 
revealed  to  his  heart.  The  eyes  of 
many  were  fixed  on  him;  and  the 
affections  of  many  centered  in  him. 
But  the  Lord  called  him  away. 

Early  in  December  last  lie  went 
to  Bristol,  for  the  benefit  of  his 
health,  but  returned  in  January^  in 
Si  stale  of  increased  (Jcbility.    He 
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then  assured  me,  that  the  promises 
of  God  ia  general,  and  Isa.  xliii.  2. 
ID  particular,  had  been  his  constant 
support.  His  resignation  to  the  Di- 
vine Will,  was  a  prominent  feature 
hi  his  general  deportment.  Jn  re- 
gard to  theafBiction,  which  termi- 
nated his  valuable  life,  he  said  to 
me,  "  Wc  shall  see  that  it  is  all 
right ;  that  he  hath  led  us  in  a  right 
Vay."  Fn  one  or  two  intervals  liis 
evidences  were  beelouded,  and  a 
painful  gloom  pervaded  his  mind. 
But  the  divine  goodness  did  not 
suffer  these  dark  and  trying  seasons 
to  contiuue  long.  From  some  por- 
tion of  the  divine  word,  light  sprung 
up,  and  the  clouds  were  dispersed. 
It  is  certain  that  Mr.  Ward  was 
indulged  with  living  strength  in  dy* 
injg  moments.  Observing  his  dear 
friends  weepii^  around  his  bed,  he 
gently  reproved  their  weakness,  and 
said,  **  they  should  rather  rejoice, 
that  another  redeemed  soul  would  be 
^ely  landed.  When  a  young  friend 
called  to  see  him  (to  whom  he  had 
been  long  attached)  he  shook  him 
by  the  hand  with  inexpressible  ten- 
derness, and  said,  **  I  am  going  to 
my  rest — I  now  find  the  value  of 
religion— I  find  the  preciousness  of 
the  promises — I  sh^ll  soon  be  at 
Fest.  Sweetjesiisl  if  this  be  dy- 
in^,  it  is  nothing.  He  hath  pro. 
^used  never  to  leave  me — he  will 
support  n^e — I  shall  soon  have 
done — I  am  going  fast  to  my  rest.*' 
Being  asked  if  he  wanted  any 
thing  ?  he  replied,  **  Nothing  but 
Jesus — I  long  to  be  at  rest — the 
Jjord  is  with  me.*'  He  was  desirous 
that  a  few  minutes  should  be  spent 
in  prayer,  in  which  he  appeared  to 
join  very  fervently.  To  hjs  young 
friend  he  said,  **  You  must  strive 
against  fle^h  and  blood ;  X  have  had 
Xsunv  struggles ;  and  you  may  de- 
pend upon  it,  tliat  whatsoever  you 
give  up  this  way,  will  be  made  up 
to  you  in  another  world.*'  About 
forty  minutes  before  he  br^athe4 
his  last,  he  stretched  out  his  hand, 
and,  with  an  expressive  smile,  he 
said,  *•  Thetrown  of  glory,  which 
he  hath  promised  me  l**  These  were 
the  last  wolrds  which  could  be  dis- 
tinaly  beard.  Thus  departed  a 
}^^hly  valuable  young  Qieml^prof 


our  Christian  society.-  He  fell  asleep 
in  Jesus,  Feb.  1803,  "i  ^he  aoth 
year  of  his  age.  "Mark /the  per- 
fect man,  and  behold  the  uprii^ht, 
for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace." 
A  funeral  sermon  was  preached,  by 
the  resident  minister,  on  the  Sab- 
bath-week  following,  from  Isa. xliii. 
2.  and  was  Well  attended. 
ITarl^jy  near  Halifax,  T.  H. 

RECENT  DEATHS. 
On  Monday,  March  28,  after 
our  Number  tor  April  was  gone 
to  press,  died,  aged  forty  -  nine, 
the  Rev.  John  Evre,  of  Hackney, 
much  esteemed,  and  universally  la- 
mented. He  had  been  confined  about 
six  weeks ;  but  the  immediate. cause 
of  his  decease  appeared  to  be  a  se- 
cretion of  water  on  his  brain.  He 
was  interred  in  his  chapel  at  Ho- 
merton ;  and  a  sermon  preached  on 
the  occasion  by  the  Rev.  Rowland 
Hill.  His  funeral  was  respectfully 
attended  by  the  Directors  of  the  • 
Missionary  Society  in  London,  and 
many  pther  Ministers  and  fijeads. 
But,  as  we  propose  to  give  a  Memoir 
of  Mr.  Eyre  in  our  next  NunAlper, 
wc  defer  the  other  interesting  par- 
ticulars. 

On  Saturday- morning,  April  i^, 
died,  aged  forty-five  years,  the  Rev. 
Robert  Caldwall^  Minister  of 
Silver  Street  Chapel,  and  formerly 
in  the  connexion  of  Lady  Hunting- 
don. His  death  was  occasioned  by 
a  complication  of  disorder^,  which, 
after  long  and  painful  sofferin^s, 
brought  him  to  the  grave.  He  was 
buried  on  the  jjd,  in  BunhilUfields, 
by  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Knight;  and  his 
death  improved  by  a  funeral,  ser- 
mon, at  his  chapel,  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Jones,  of  Islington,  on  the  suc- 
ceeding Sabbath. 

On  the  13th  of  last  January,  died 
theRev.DAViDBRADBERUv,aged 
sixty  -  seven,  late  Minister  ot  the 
Gospel  at  Kenning  ton,  and  some- 
time since  at  Manchcbter.  lie  was 
also  buried  ;^t  BuT\hi  I  l-fields  ;  when 
the  Rev.  Mr  Humphries,  of  South- 
^ark,  spoke  over  his  grave  ;  and, 
on  the  following  S*»hbach,  Mr. 
Simpson,  oi  Hoxtun,  pi  cached  iiis 
funeral- seriiun* 
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The  Use  of  SacrecJ  History,  &c, 

\Concludtd from  our  last .] 

UwDER  the  thirtceneth  sec- 
tion, on  Substitution  and  Atone- 
ment, Dr.  Jamicson  observes,  "  Be- 
fore the  coming  of  Chmt  to  take 
away  sin  by  the  sacrifice  of  himself, 
there  were  especially  three  different 
ways  in  which  atonement  was 
xnade  :  —  By  the  punishment  of  the 
guilty  person,  —by  the  payment  of 
a  price,  — or  by  the  substitution  of 
the  innocent  for  the  guilty. 

**  But  the  principal  mode  of  mak- 
ing atonement  was,  by  tTie  substi- 
tution and  punishment  of  the  inno- 
cent instead  of  the  guilty  ;  or,  to 
express  it  in  one  word,  by  sacrilice. 
This  kind  of  expiation  being  the 
most  common  amongst  the  Israel- 
ites, and  containing  the  most  strik- 
ing figure  of  the  true,  it  demands 
our  particular  attention. 

**  I.  The, doctrine  of  Substitu- 
tion was  well  known  to  the  church 
from  the  earliest  period.  As  "  Abel 
offered  by  faith,'Vwhilc  we  know 
that  his  offering  was  **  of  the  first- 
lings of  his  flock,'*  wc  may  safely  in- 
fer that  the  worship  of  God  by  sa- 
crifice was  of  divine  appointment. 
Now,  every  sacrifice  necessarily  im- 
plied th^  idea  of  substitittion.  We 
cannot  suppose  that  the  true  wor- 
shippers of  God  were  so  stupid  as 
to  imagine  that  the  offering  of 
brutes  could  in  itself  be  acceptable 
to  hitn.  They  knew,  that  **  if  he 
were  hungry,  he  would  not  teH 
them  ;  because,  the  wyrld  is  his, 
and  all  the  fulness  thereof :  that  he 
would  not  eat'the  flesh  of  bulls,' 
nor  drink  the  blood  of  goats."  Did 
they  offer  by  faith  ?  i  hen  they 
must  have  respected,  not  merely  the 
divine  institution,  but  its  design. 
That<5od,  who  required  sacrifice, 
would  undoubtedly  inform  thcni, 
that  what  they  inflicted  on  the  in- 
nocent victims,  which  they  pre- 
sented to  iiim,  Was  only  what  them- 
selves deserved. 

*•  When  the  people  transgressed, 
by  wprshippjng    the  golden  cajf, 


Moses,  the  typical  mediator^  wto 
was  irmocent  in  this  loaltor,  under 
a  deep  sen^  of  the  nccesiitj^  botl^ 
of  satisfaction  and  of  substitufion, 
proposed  himself  as  a  victim  of  di- 
vine vengeance,  instead  of  the  guilty 
congregation.  **  Yet  now,"  he  said, 
*♦  if  thou  wilt  forgive  their  sia;  and 
if  not,"  if  there  be  no  other  mode 
of  reconciliation,  *•  blot  me,  I  pray 
thee,  out  of  the  book  which  thou 
haet  written."  But  a  better  mc^ 
diator  ^'as  necessary. 

**  As  tnie  worshippers  could  oot 
apprehend  that  God  took  pleasure 
in  sacrifice  for  its  own  sake,  they 
rtiuft  have  known  tlwit  no  victim 
they  offered  could  have  any  merit  j 
that  there  was  no  proportion  be^ 
tween  the  sacrifice  of  a  beast  and 
the  sin  of  a  man.  They  could  not 
indeed  <*  ofler  by  faith,"  without 
looking  forward  to  a  better  substi. 
tute.  Without  the  exercise  of 
faith  in  the  suretyship  of  the  Mes. 
siah,  their  services  could  not  have 
been  accepted.  When  it  is  said  of 
Abel,  Enoch,  Noah,  Abrakam, 
and  J^rah,  that  they  "  all  died  Ia 
faith, "w^  kam  what  this  grace  prm-» 
cipally  respected.  Tliey  had  not, 
as  to  the  substance,  "  received  tb© 
promises ;"  but  they  ••  saw  them 
afar  of}*,  and  embraced  them.'*  It 
w^as  Christ  as  a  surety,  whom,  ia 
the  promises,  they  «*  saw  afar  off.*< 
AH  their  sacrifi<;e3  bore  a  direct  re-* 
ktion  to  his  **  one  offering."  For, 
in  the,  first  promise,  he  was  ex-* 
pressly  revealed  as  a  suffering  Sa-- 
vioiu* :  hence,  when  addressing  the. 
Father  concerning  that  will,  by 
.  which  we  are  sanctified,  through 
offering  of  his  own  body,  he  %ays, 
*«  At  the  head  of  the  book  It  is  writ, 
ten  of  me,  I  delight  to  do  thy  will.'* 

After  tracing  this  subject  under 
eight  other  particulars,  the  author 
concludes  the  section,  by  remark- 
injz;,  — «<  From  the  histcry  of  th^ 
atonement,  it  Ts  clear  that  God  will 
npt  pardon  sin  without  a  satisfaction 
to  his  justice.  From  the  beginning 
he  would  not  be  worshipped  With* 
09tbIood|  that  be  might  d^itM)^ 
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ifratc  to  the  church  the  indispensa- 
ble necessity  of  expiation.  As  all 
her  sacrifices  were  unacceptable 
without  faith,  slie  was  taught  t!»at 
they  had  no  worth  in  themselves  for 
taking  away  bin.  As  the  faith  re- 
ijuired,  was  that  which  looked  for* 
ward  to  the  sacrifice  of '*  the  Prince 
i>f  Life,"  she  was  also  instructed  in 
the  necessity  of  an  atonement  of  in^ 
Jnite  value. 

**  We  have  at  the  same  time  a 
"wonderful  display  of  the  grace  of 
God.  This  might  be  illustrated  in 
a  Yddety  of  respects.  _  T,et  one  suf- 
fice at  present :  He  often  infonued 
his  worshippers,  that  he  had  no 
deh'ght  in  the  sacrifices  of  sluin 
beasts.  "When  his  de^ign  in  ap- 
pointin^f  them  was  overlooked,  he 
expressed  his  detestation  at  thcbc 
very  sacrifices  which  he  had  himself 
rcqaired.  Yet,  for  about  4000  years, 
he  accepted  these,  granting  pardon 
»nd  eternal  life  to  all  who  oii'ered 
them  in  faith.  He  bestowed  all 
new .  covenant  blessings  on  his 
people,  according  to  the  nature  of 
Ihe  dispensation^  on  the  credit  of 
\  that  real  atonement  which  was  to 
be  tpade  m  th>  end  of  ages.  The 
sacrifice  of  Chxist,  as  it  was  neces^ 
sary  for  the  actual  purchase  of  re- 
delation,  was  also  necessary  fur 
th^yindication  of  the  essential  jus- 
ticeofGod.  Hence  it  is  said,  tliat 
God  Jiath  set  forth  his  Son  **  tobe 

*  apiopitiation,  through  faith  in  his 
Wood;  to  declare  his  righteousness 

*  for  the  remission  of  sins  that  are 
past,  through  the  forbearance  of 
Gcdi  to  declare  at  this  time  his 
righteousness,  tliat  he  miglit  be 
just**  to  the  claims  of  his  own  ador- 
able perfections,  and  yet  •*  the  Jus- 
tifier  of  him  that  believeth  in 
Jesiw/'  Vol.  ii.  347 — 369. 

jMuch  praise  is  due  to  the  autlior 
for  the  remarks  he  has  made  on 
Sicned  History  ;  but  especially  for 
thea^vplication  of  it  to  the  purpose 
of  illustrating  tjie  capital  doctrines 
^f  the  Bible. 

^iulI  merit  is  due  to  him  when 


he  appears  as  the  defender  of  rcve^ 
iation-  The  doctrine  of  the  late 
Dr.  Geddes,  with  respect  to  the 
destruction  of  the  Canaanites,  has 
received  a  solid  refutation  (vol.  iU 
183—193)  whilst  his  false  rcpreseo.. 
tati#us  are  happily  exposed. 

The  style  and  method  ^re,  upon 
the  whole,  neat,  per  jicuous,  and 
suited  to  the  subject  j  and  we  doub^ 
jiot  but  this  work  will  be  read  with 
pleasure  and  improvement  by  can- 
didates for  the  gospel  -  miniswy^ 
who  are  solicitous  of  BibTical  infor-r 
mation,  and  indeed  by  all  who  seek 
an  increasing  acquaintance  with  the, 
Bible. 

Prefixed  to  the  first  volume,  arc 
two  excellent  dissertations.  The 
first^ti  the  autlieiiticity  of  the  Ws- 
tory  contained  in  the  Pentateuch  of 
Moses  and  the  book  of  Joshua  ;  -*• 
the  second,  Proving  that  the  bookt 
ascribed  to  Moses  were  actually 
written  by  him,  and  that  he  wrote 
them  by  divine  inspiration. 

We  should  not  be  sorry  to  see  ^ 
third  executed  with  equal  ability 
by  the  same  hand,  illustrating  and 
defending  the  Mosaic  oecononiy. 
At  the  same  time  we  acknow  Icd^jc^ 
many  excellent  remarks  on  tliis  sub* 
ject  are  to  be  fouud  scattered  in  tbo 
work  before  ms, 

LITERARY  NOTICE. 

We  are  requested  to  inform  our  ' 
readers,  that  The  SeamaiPs  Preacher^ 
by  J .  Ry  ther,  annou^ed  in  our  last 
Review,  i$  only  the  first,  intended 
as  a  specimen,  of  Nine  Sjlrmgn^* 
on  Jonah's  Voyage  ;  and  that  thi» 
is  the  reason  why  Mr.  Newton's 
Preface  was  not  prefixed,  as  it  will 
be  to  the  work  itself. 

A  new  edition  of  Dr.  Gibbons** 
Memoir  of  Pious  Women,  is  in  the 
press,  with  a  Continuation  to  the 
Present  Time,  by  the  Rev.  G.  Jer- 
mcnt. 

Memoirs  of  the  late  Rev.T.Wills^ 
selected  from  his  journals,  are  pn>- 
po^d  to  be  printed  by  sub&cription. 


SELECT  LIST  OF  NEW  PUBLICATIONS. 

An^  Essay  on  the  Inepiratidn  of 
the  Scriptures.  By  J.  Dick,  A.M*. 
A  new  Edition  improvedy"i.»nM^ 
3s.  6d.  fine, — 3S.common, 
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A  complete  and  uniform  Edition 
^the  WcNTks  of  Dr.  Hawker,  com* 
ncncMg  with  his  Sermon  on  the 
Divinity  of  Christ.  No.  I.  i>mo, 
^.— fine  edition,  §vo,  is 
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MISSIONARY  SOCIETY.  ' 

A  LONG  and  interesting  official  Letter  haabcen  >ust  received  from  Oftfc* 
heite,  which  we  have  the  pleasure  to  subjoin  j  by  wliich  our  readers  wilt 
be  happy  to  learn,  that  tlie  Missioijaries,^  though  **  in  deaths  oft,"  are 
still  prescrued,  and  have  begiin  to  pfeach  the  gospel  in  the  Otaheitai* 
language.  Several  private  Letters  are  also  come  to  hand  j  but  om 
limits  conftne  u&  to  an  extract  from  one  only  in  thq  present  Numbei:. 

OTAHRITE. 
Letterfrom  the  MIsisionaries  there. 


MiSilonary  Residence, 
J^rafTavji,  OtabciU,  Ju/y  g^  l8oz^ 
tecmoured  Fathers  and  Brcihien, 

The  Nautilus,  Cjipt.  Simpson,  »n- 
tboKd  in  our  poK  the  z6ih  of  June  :  she 
BS  bound  to  Owhycc  for  pork,  for  the  co» 
•  It»y  of  New  South  Wales  ;  which  is  not 
only  sufibritig  for  want  of  provisions,  hot 
B  also  in  some  danger  of  a  mutiny  amoi)g 
the  convicts.  At  Owhyee,  We  understand, 
certain  vessels  are  sure  to  be  met  with  at  this 
season,  from  the  north-west  coast  of  Amc- 
liea,  bound  to  China  ;  at  which  last  place, 
by  the  time  they  arrive,  others  are  on  tl\c 
ipoiat  of  sailing  for  Europe.  We  are  in- 
Ibnni-d,  by  Captains  Bishop  and  Simpson, 
tluc  chc  conveyance  of  letters  through  this 
channel,  is  as  safe  as  can  be  expected,  from 
tile  casualties  of  the  sea  and  the  length  of 
»h«  voyage  t  we,  therefore,  embrace  the 
•l»|X)rt«mty  of  communicating  to  you  some 
HiKCcssary  inteJUigence  concerning  singular 

J  vents  that  have  lately  occurred'  in  Ota- 
eite^  cheerfully  resigning  to  the  wil^  of 
•Cod  your  rcccivir\g  or  non-rccciving  this 
•ur  epistle.  As  the  loss  of  our  journal 
"WouM  be  of  more  importance  than  a  letter, 
wc  thinit  it  best  to  transmit  that  in  the 
same  inamier  we  did  oar  former,  through 
the  mcdinm  o^  Governor  King. 

About  eight  days  after  the  date  of  our 
Int  (Jan.  8^  iSoz)  a  small  armed  colonial 
brig,  called  the  Norfolk,  arrived  from 
Poet  Jackson,  diqiatched  by  the  Governor; 
and  on  the  utuc  service  as  his  Majesty's 
ship- Porpoise.  By  the  I^orfolk,  hrothcr 
Shelley  and  wife  joined  us  j  ^nd  a  natu* 
ndist  came  to  make  his  abode  sometime  on 
tfhe  island.  Brother  Shelley  delivered  at 
•crtain^  letters  frovn  England,  by  favour  of 
Messrs  Bass  and  Bi^op,  of  the  Venus; 
ivhvch  he  met  with  at  Port  Jacksctfi.  To, 
ihosc  we  cannot  now  speak  particularly. 

A  week  aftej  the  Norfolk,  the  Venus 
anchored  in  Mauavai  Ray.  Capt.  Bishd(> 
^  SA4  uva  remained  here  to  procure  an4 


salt  pork  for  tlie  colony  also ;  whHeCapr.- 
Bass  proceeded  on  to  Owhyety  to  do  the 
like  there;  aii(f,  at  the  end  of  four  roonths», 
to  return  and  lake  on  board  Capt.  B.  &c. 

In  the  latter  end  of  March  a  great 
meeting  was  held  in  Attahooroo  dbtricT 
(the  long  rxj'ected  one  taken  notice  of  in 
some  of  our  former  letters  and  journals)  r 
at  which  Otoo, after  formally  dematxltngy 
and  being  denied,  forcibly  took  from  the 
natives  of  that  land  a  biJUt  o/'wsm^  which 
these'poor  Hcath^  ns  call  their  Great  God  j 
and  which,  has  been  the  occasion  o£a  grcnX, 
rebellion,  and  muQh  bloodshed. 

At  the  lime  of  the  meeting  In  Atta- 
hooroo, a  gal^  of  wind  from  the  N.N.W. 
prevailed,  that  occasioned  the  loss  of  the 
Norfolk  :  she  being  forced  on  shore  on 
the  beach,  a  little  to  the  southward  of  the 
British  house.  By  the  dispensaiiwi  of 
Providence,  seventeen  more  ofourcooniry- 
mcn  were  unexpectedly  brougjbtto  sojourn, 
with  us  in  Mattavai.  Only  the  hoU  o^ 
the  Norfolk  is  lost;  her  crew,  guns,  stores^ 
cargo,  &c.  were  safely  landed. 

A  icw  days  after  this  event,  Oloo^   Po- 
marrc.  Sec.  who  were  in  Payparra  district, 
in  their  way  to  Towtcera,  in  Tyaraboo, 
where  they  were  goin^  to  celebrate  somtf. 
heathepish  rites,  and  deposit  the  idolthae 
they  had  plundered  the  Attabodrooans   of, 
sent  us  word  that  we  should  be.apon  o^r 
guard,  for  there  was  a  probability  o^  oar 
being  attacked  by  the  Attahoorooans.  Hut 
ten  days  had  elapsed,  from  the  time  of  oojf 
receiving  this  i^itcUigence,  when  the  At- 
tahoorooans did,  in  a  powerful  body,  brealk. 
ihtothe  adJoihlngdistrjc4of-Fwhaa*5  kilkd 
some  diseased  perto^is  .that  were  not  ^bW 
to  make  their  escape,  plundered  andLbiiriit 
the  houses  of  the  inhabitants,  and  porsocd 
their  conquest   ii^to  Oparre,   where    ml  so 
they  expelled  thq   natives  and  fired  »  few 
dwellings  j  which  done,  they  withc^c^  to 
their  oWB  land.    The  ftigitives  of  P'wluui 
%od  Qpwrc  tool;  leEoge  neaj;:  oof  h^}ny%^ 
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^-^0.  The  report  was,  that  we  lilcewise  (his,  that  if  at  this  crlsFs,  only  the  Society 
■Were  to  be  assaulted,  our  persons  destroyed,  had  been  residing  in  this  district,  the  At- 
tain J  property  plundered.  Cape.  House,  of  tahoorooans  would,  doubtless,  have  pur- 
the  Norfolk,  and  Capt.  Bishop  (to  whom,  sued  their  advant^^es,  and  we  must  have 
«nder  God,  we  are  indebted  for  our  preset-  hastily  retreated,  or   fallen  a  sacrifice  f 


rnion)  exerted  themselves  much  open  the 
tKcasion.  Foor  small  brats  cannon,  saved 
Irom  the  Norfolk,  were  planted  in  the 
iJK)5t  advantageous  manner  then  jcdged  ; 
all  the  seamen  and  brethren  that  could,  or 
■coaM  not,  handle  a  rousqoet,  were  imme* 
-diatcly  embodied,  as  far  as  themusquets 
would  go,  and  taoght  so  much  the  use  of 
"anm  as  to  be  able  to  Toad  and  ^re.  &c. ; 
guards  were  posted  ;  and  every  prccaotlon 
taken  against  a  surprize* 

lo  a  few  days  more,  a  party,  consisting 
t)f  1  or  300  men,  with  their  wives  and 
rhiUren,  arrived  from  Eiftieo,  being  sent 
fcrby  Pomarre,  to  come  and  fight  the  A<- 
•tahoorootns.  They  formed  their  encamp- 
went  in  the  bay,  whfere  the  long-house; 
-called  Naonoo  (now  burnt)  stood.  Here 
they  were  reinforced  by  th^se  of  Fwhaa, 
Opane,  Mat cavai,  and  sundries,  that  came 
/rora  Horaarrc.  The  Attahoorooans  met 
-them,  fought  them,  and  dro»e  them  to  tho 
<ooc  of  One  Tree  Hill.  All  now  was  con- 
htmn  and  fear  among  the  natives  :  they 
isscncd  chat  their  god  fought  for  the  re- 
Wh,  and  that  they  were  irresistible.  All 
trouad  appeared  confident  that  the  Eng- 
iisliinen  should  next  feel  the  weight  of 
their  arm,  whom  they  would  rush  u|K)0 
at  once*  and  overpower  with  numbers. 
<^apt.  Bishop,  and  a  strong  party  of  mus- 
^aeteers,  on  the  day  of  action,  had  taken 
T«session  of  the  western  pasf ,  on  the  top 
of  the  hHl,  in  order  to  resist  the  rebels, 
«hottld  they  prevail  over  the  king's  friends, 
aod  attempt  to  enter  this  district.  Ho'.v« 
Tfn,  instead  of  that,  they  dispatched  a 
»e«enger  with  llic  following  terms  : — 

I.  They  offered  the  Englishmen  the 
yeace  (or  government)  of  the  districts  of 
Mauavai,  Ooarr?,  and  Fwhaa 

a.  If  refused,  they  demandc>l  a  passage 
Aroogh  Mattavai,  to  go  toihe  eastward. 

3.  If  dcQicd,  that  they  would  fight  their 
way. 

Oor  path  of  doty'  was  plain.  To  have 
admitted  them  into  Mattavai,  would  have 
*eeo  the  certam  destroction  of  many  help- 
less persons,  who  had  already  hem  com- 
feUed  to  fly  for  their  lives,  and  who  had 
placed  themselves  under  the  shadow  of  our 
»ings  for  prot'^ction.  To  engage  in  war 
with  them,  was  what  all  were  averse  to. 
We  hHitated  not  in  acceding  to  the  fiist 
pn»p<»al.  The  Attahoorooans  ratified  the 
Ireaty,  aod  retired  to  their  own  territories. 
Whether  or  no  they  would  really  have 
•eatured  to  attack  us,  if  the  first  term  had 
•eeo  refobed,  and  the  second  denied,  we 
ttellj  bttiwBthiakvciiiaybesareof 


their  savage  fury,  which  regards  T»cithe:r 
age,  sex,  nor  condition  at  such  times'.— 
Here  then  we  -saw  the  lighting  dow.»  of  the 
arm  of  the  Lord  in  our  dtience,  —  his  om« 
niscteixry  in  the  knowledge  of  futurity,— ' 
his  wisdom  in  providing  fit  means  for  ef- 
fetting  the  purj^se  of  his  goodness  Jini 
his  tender  mercy  towards  us,' that  we,  un- 
worthy as  we  are,  should  be  suhjccis^f 
»o  much  providence,  care,  and  love. 

The  beaten  party  that  surrounded  ut, 
filled  our  cars  with  repeated  assurances, 
thattht:  rehclsonly  meant  tt>  dtteive  U6  j 
and  "that  their  real  design  was  to  lull  ua 
into  a  security,  that  they  might  obtain  a 
more  easy  conquest  over  us  :  «o  that  w« 
were  kept  in  continual  anxiety,  and  some- 
times -so  alarmed,  that  we  were  obliged  to 
sleep  ujon  our  arms  all  night ;  and,  Mt 
others,  to  rise  suddenly  from  -our  beds 
and  prepare  for  action,  as  if  the  foe  w<»re 
already  at  the  door.  Kor  were  the  refu- 
gees less  harrassed ;  folf  what  awakenoJ 
Our  fears,  kept  theirs  awake:  terrified  witk 
the  apprehcBsions  of  the  invaders  approach 
'(whom  they  dremed  anconquerabJej  the^ 
atole  off  by  degrees  in  thfir  canoes,  ficc.to 
the  eastward.  The  greater  part  ofihe  Ei- 
meoans,  with  their  faniilies,,  had  fled  for 
•helter  to-  the  small  island  that  stands*  i« 
Naonoo  Bay,  where  the  foe,  who  liad'n*- 
canoes,  could  not  follow  rii en u  Thcr*^ 
they  remained,  fear  bound,  several  do)4 
after  the  Attahoorooans  had  evacuated 
Oparre,  not  daring  to  mo^e,  and  sending  * 
to  the  Englishmen  to  go  down  and  escort 
them  up  le  Mattavai :  which,  liowevcr, 
wae  not  considered  as  expedient  to  be  done* 

Intelligence  of  what  had  transpired  wt 
ient  oti  to  Pomarre,  who  remained  at  Tow- 
teera,  busily  employed  in  the  mysteries  of 
Saran,  and  shedding  the  blood  xjf  "his  sub. 
>ccts  in  sacrifice  to  his  god  ',  so  infaiiiared 
with  hia  aboininable  superstition,  tliat  lie 
durst  not  stir  a  step  towards  checking  the 
xcbelllon,  which  was  growing  stiongcf 
and  stronger  ercry  day.  The  rebels  took  ' 
advaniagc  of  his  folly,  and  executed  what 
in  this  country  nuy  very  well  Jbctcimcd 
a  bold, and  daringjjlan. 

Having  expcdiriously  finished  certain 
religions  cer;3monics  over  the  dead  bodies 
they  had  taken  in  tlie  last  actien,  and  be-- 
ing  joined  by  the  districts  of  Paparra^ 
Puppe,  Oorcede  *,  and  Pappe-are,  they 
crossed  the  isthmus,  marched  up  to  Tow- 
teera,  and  attacked  Pomarre  and  all  his 
force.  This  was  done  with  so  much  se- 
crecy ^nd  alertness,  that  Pomai;re  had  hut  -. 
just  time  to  collect  his  scattered  people 
together,   and  ]>repare  for  their  rccej^tioi^ 
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On  the  kmg^s  sTdEe  wen  tboot  Cortf  ma9« 
%uets  mii  a  swivel^  tlic  rebels  bad  about 
Iburteco.  In  point  of  men,  U  is  tbou^^t 
that  the  lupchority  was  on  tbe  king's 
^rt  also.  In  the  evening  the  two  par* 
lies  met;  a  slight  skirmish  ensued^  ia 
whtch^  ii  is  said  by  somc^  that  the  rebels 
received  «  ciicclc  )  but  in  a  night-9ssauit 
they  made,  they  kiUed  a  great  chief,  rcla- 
cioQ  and  friend  of  poinarre.  This  threw 
the  king's  forces  into  confusion  ;  with  the 
Utmost  pceci^itatjon  they  t«Kjk  i«>  th«ir 
eanoes,  Hed^  and  left  the  rebels  masters  of 
Tyaraboo. 

Pomarre^  with  his  routed  army^  bore 
^wn  for  Maitavai.  Capi.  Bishop  received 
Kim  and  his  soii  under  arms,  as  a  token 
*f  respect.  The  Chief,  and  all  his  fa- 
toily's  countenances  were  strongly  marked 
-with  fear  and  dejection  :  he  talked  some* 
fhin^  of  flying  directly  \o  Eimeo  j  but 

J^hco  he  saw  vhat  we  had  done  and  wer« 
oingin  fortifying  our  new  hodse  for  self* 
^fencc,  he  a^pcarc^  to  take  heart  a  little, 
and  seemed  to  be  gin  to  hope  that  ail  was 
Bot  yet  loat.-^  Thus  the  kind  Pcovideoce 
that  had  so  gractousty   wrought  for  our 

Srotection,  took  tti>der  its  saving  wingt 
)cse  poor  Heathens..  May  the  day  soon 
come  when  many  of  them  shall  know  him 
/Who  is  the  Saviour  of  all  m«n  1 

Expecting  that  now  the  rebels  woaI<| 
ceruinly  pursue  their  success  (Which  wa) 
the  general  opinion  of  all  Pon:arrc*s  ad* 
Berents)  we  laboured  to  niatie  ourselves  a$ 
strong  as  possible,  that  when  they  should 
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rsrag tog  Tyaraboo^  aad  thca  fetomeA 
to  their  own  lands.  Prior  to  their  retunif 
Pomarre  took  the  idranuge  of  their  ab* 
scnce,  and  se^t  a  strong  pHrty  to  fall^  fft 
the  dead  of  nighty  upon  the  meot  wocne% 
and  children  that  they  had  left  at  home. 
This  cnterprizc  succeeded;  and,  in  iww 
or  three  hours,  near  iqO  o(  theniy  it  i»  xc 
jior^ed,  were  slain.  This,  instead  of  in- 
liniidating  the  rebels^  iiidamed  tbeia  tbe 
more.  They  profeised  their  determioatioa^ 
to  be  the  utter  extirpation  of  the  present' 
governors;  and  we  fc^  much  slaughter 
will  be  the  i-esult  of  this  dreadful  comoio* 
tiuu. 

After  the  rebels  had  exerciseTtheir  bar'* 
barity  sometime  in  Tyarabooy  they  re* 
marched  bick  to  their  lantis  ;  beijig  b  v 
tened  thereunto  by  the  unpleasing  ac- 
counu  of  the  destruction  of  several  of  their 
families.  Word  was  continuity  coiping 
to  Pomarre  that  his  foes  were  approach- 
ing. One  day  it  was  said,  that  they  were 
coming  up  through  Fwhaa  and  Oparrc  | 
another  <lay>  that  they  were  crossing  the 
isthmus,  coming  down  from  the  eastward, 
jt>ined  also  by  the  Tyarabooans^  .while 
presently  after>  It  was  confidently  aMCfttd 
that  they  had  divided  their  forces,  aa< 
were  coming  both  ways  at  once.  Poinarre 
knew  not  M^hat  to  do :  he  caused  ioeae 
works  to  be  ihrowjn  up  pn  the  west  sideo£ 
One  Tree  Hill  }  which  woi^d  greatly  aa-> 
sist  in  krq>lng  .off  an  enemy  on  that  sidei 
and  he  mad^  a  tew  faint  aitemptSy  py  go- 
ing dovirrt  tu  the  Nannoo,  to  draw  the  At^ 


^^ar,  we  might  have  no  cause  to  reproach     tahoorooans  to  an  engagcmeat* 


'  ourselves  with  self-confiJence  aiul  neglect 
of  necessary  means  for  preservation,  nroiu 
a  savsgp  enemy  never  provoked  by  us^ 
and  whose  only  aim  in  warring  against  us 
mast  be  for  the  sake  of  shedding  Uood  and 
^under. 

We  cut  down  alt  the  bread*  fruit,  cocoa- 
nut  tyees,  &C.  (Amounting  to  some  score) 
which  we  conceived  would  be  favour- 
able for  theiQf  from  behind,  to  annoy  iit 
with  their  musquets  and  slin^  With 
rhe  trees  we  farnud  a  strong  pallttade 
round  the  lower  a{>artm<:iit&  of  our  new 
house  ;  to  which  the  whole  of  rhe  8'>cieiy 
Was  retired,  as  also  Capts.  House  aaid 
Eishop,  with  their  property,  and  sundry 
teamen.  While  the  veranda,  that  runs 
ftc  length  of  the  from  of  the  building, 
was  barricadot^J ;  as  likewise  the  upper 
apartments,  with  chests,  bcd^ng,  bales  of 
iiativcs  cl«Kh,  kc,  so  as  to  be  in  general 
musquei  ball  pio^)f.  Before  this,  the  four 
tmall  cannon  had  been  removed  from  their 
former  situations,  an<l  planted  in  two 
^per-end  rooms,  \«[here  tliey  commanded 
an  extensive  rat>ge; — the  sraall-amis  were 
distributed  in  the  other  apartments.  But 
'  the  rcbth  were  mercifully  kept  at  a  di^« 
taaccirom  us.    Xhey  rcftuUDvd  sonauoic 


At  Iast*tUc  Nautilus  arrived  |  whick 
appeared  to  give  new  life  to  the  king'» 
friends.  Potuarre  Ss>on  prevaihrd  wiih 
Captain  Simpson,  through  the  medtaiioo  o£ 
Captain  fiisliop,  to  grant  him  a  U^at  i»a»* 
ned  and  anned,  to  accompany  hini  to  Al» 
tahooroo,  where  he  was  very  deslroos  of 
going,  to  offer  up  to  his  god,  ^hich  the  te» 
belt  had  retaken  in  Tyataboo,  some  ex- 
ceedingly valuable,  as  he  thot»ghT,  presents. 
He  went  with  his  fleet  and  the  Naatihs's 
boat.  The  Ailahoor<x»^fi,  who  were 
assembled  on  tht:  beach,  seemed  to  wait 
for  an  attack  ;  but  made  none.  They  con- 
temed  themselves  with  keeping  FooBarre 
out  of  the  Morat,  and  obliged  him  to  nsakc 
his^  oblation  on  the  sea^beaeh,  at  vjont 
distance  odf.  At  the  rebels  committed  no 
act  of  violence^  Pomarre  (who  is  rotted  «p 
in  superstition)  would  not  permit  any  hos* 
tiHtirs  to  be  commenced  against  them^ 
though,  the  opportunity  appeared  favour- 
abk*.  liaviug  Anisiied  his  prayers,  he 
rc^embarked  with  all  his  people^  highly 
jdcascd  that  he  had  performed  so  great  4 
scrvicv^  and  raturuecV  to  Mtttavai. 

Aiitccedent  to  ''his  arrival,  Captats 
Bishop,  who  now  thought  that  Pomarie'tf 
tsaitt  okjca  ia  iolicitijig.a  fanj  (jpoos tk€ 
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JJautllos,  wafi  to  proceed  immcjiately 
agaiast  his  rebellous  subjects,  knd  to  en- 
deavour t3  subdue  them  to  obedience, 
was  dis:ipfointcd  at  the  boat's  return  with- 
out ctfcctirrg  any  thinj;  :  he  therefore 
requested  a  meeting  of  the  Society,  at 
Which  were  present  also  Capt.  House  and 
Mr.  Lcwin  the  naturalist.  He  proposed, 
Chat  since  Pomarre'would  not  attack  the 
rebels,  and  as  thry  have  frequently  (so  it 
is  declared  by  those  arround  us")  threat- 
tnei  the  destruction  of  the  English,  the 
'English  'should,  with  the  assistance  of 
^orrtarre's  musquetry,  gO  and  attack  them. 
Ctpt.  H.  declined  engaging  with  his  meft 
in  the  mjtter,  it  being  contrary  to  hi$ 
orders  from  Qov.  King,^io  take  any  d-ci- 
dtd  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  country, 
Mr.  L'win  assented,  could  a  sutficicnt 
party  be  form-d  for  the  cnierprize.  The 
Society  reasoifeJ  some  time  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  concluded  with  observing,  that 
they  did  not  sec  it  their  path  of  duly  to 
embark  io  such  an  undertaking  ;  and 
recoramendtrd,  that,  as  thro'  Pomarre's  ab- 
sence we  djd  nik  know  what  his  designs 
were,  we  should  wait  his  return. 

Two  days  after  Pomarre  arrived,  and 
renewed  his  solicitations  wiih  Captains 
bishop,  and  Simpson,  for  rac^  and  arms,  to 
assist  him  in  quelling  the  existing  rebel- 
lion. Capt.  B.  desired  another  meeting^; 
which  was  attended  as  be  lore  ;  the  sub- 
ject of  actively  engaging  in  the  present 
commotions  was  vcs  imcd.  Ca^<.  B.  rtow 
informed  the  Society,  that  he  did  not  wLh 
for  ihera  to  take  part  in,  the  business, 
against  their  inclination  ;  he  only  re- 
quested to  know,  if  it  would  not  be  for  the 
'Society's  intercut,  tbat  there  should  be 
peace  ; — and  whether  it  would  not  be  for 
the  interest  of  the  Sociclv,  that  he  should 
go  and  act  against  the  rebf  Is.  The  sense 
of  the  Society  was  taken  singly  upon  the 
subject,  when  only  one  negative  was 
found,  who  objected,  through  a  scruple  of 
conscience.  Some  argurncnts  were  now 
used  by  Capt.  B.  wthCapt. H.  to  induce 
Vim  to  permit  his  men  (who  only  waited 
his  er^nscut')  t"  br  emph>yed  in  the  service. 
Capt.  H.  agreed,  if  the  Socitiv  would  in- 
demnify him  to  Governor  l^ing,  f<.r  a 
breach  of  orders.  This  the  Society  acce- 
ded to.  Capt.  B.  drew  up  a  certificate  for 
the  purpoacy  and  the  assenting, membets 
signed  it. 

Preparations  were  now  made  for  ih^ 
"War.  By  io,  P.  M.  the  whole  armani^j,^^ 
was  embarked,  ahd  on  iheir  way  i» 
Atcahooroo.  The  number  of  Europrar}^* 
with  Capr.  Bi&Uop,  was  19  men,  well 
armed,  a  boat  with  the  first  mate  and  four 
men  ffom  the  Nautilus,  a  four  pounder 
cannon,  and  all  Pomarre's  forces.  Bro- 
ther Elder  attended  as  surgeon. .  Otoo 
and  the  young  prince  of  Tyara^too 
remair.ed  here,  witii  a  fsw  servaKis. 

Kl. 


On  Monday,  July  5th,  Capt.  Bishop, 
brother  Elder,  and  part  of  the  Europeans, 
returned,  hy  Cij>t.  B.  various  expresses 
alrridy  received,  wtrc  confirmed  ;  ihc 
substance  of  wMch  was  as  follows: — 

The  fleft  landed  in  A.ttAho  jroo  on  Sa- 
turday, July  3d,  at  eleven  A.  M.  a  small 
party  of  th.t  rebels  saw  their  approach,  and 
rctirecfT  The  enemy  was  withdrawn  to 
their  strong  holds,  which,  on  reconnoitcr- 
ing,  were  found  to  be,  if  not  wholly  im- 
pregnable, yet  the  storming  of  them  must 
be  attended  with  great  loss.  Capt.  B.  and 
men  would  ha%e  made  the  attempt  ;  but 
Pomarre  and  men  could  not  be  brought  to 
venture  on  so  desperate  an  action.  Seve- 
ral shot  were  fired,  which  in  general  fcU 
harmless.  One  of  Pomarrc's  men  was 
wounded  in  the  chin  and  throat,  by  a  ball  * 
from  the  enemy  ;  though  tbey  fired  but 
few  musquei;,  owinj  perhaps  to  their 
scantiness  ot  ammunition  ;  stones  thc|r 
,  slung  in  abundance,  and  rolled  down  some 
from  a  great,  height,  of  several  hundred 
pounds  weight.  On  the  following  morn« 
ing,  a  party  of  Papparra  people,  marching 
to  join  the  rebels,  was  intercepted  by  a 
party  of  the  royalists.  The  leader  of  the 
party  (who  was  a  great  warrior)  and  bis 
wife  (a  woman  of  a  very  go  idly  appear- 
ance) were  slain  ;  the  rest  made  their 
escape,  and  got  safe  to  the  strong  holds. 
The  bodies  of  the  man  and  his  wife 
were  treated  in  a  most  inhuman  manner. 
The  rest  of  the  day  passed  without  any 
particular  occurrence,  till  evening,  whea 
Capt.  B.  wearied  with  the  inactivity, 
irresolution,  and  want  of  subordination, 
that  pervaded  Ponnrre's  camp,  had 
actually  rc»cmbar"keJ  his  men,  to  return  to 
Mattavai.  Pomarre  also,  who  thought  it 
not  safi  to  remain  there  without  the  En- 
glishmen, was  rc-cmbarly  ing  his  people  with 
al Impossible  speed.  The  embarkation  was 
nearly  completed,  anJ  niosl  of  the  canoes 
were  moving  off,  when  an  unexpected 
event  took  place,  which  gave  a  new  turn  to 
affairs. 

A  young  man  who  has  been  with  the 
Society  some  years^  and  who  had  takrn 
t'j  himself  the  name  of  To-morrow- Mcrn- 
iug,  had  shewn  a  most  aciivc  and  couraf  ^ 
geous  spirit,  and  performed  such  feats  of 
bravery,  as  astonished  our  countrymen, 
jn*4  excited  the  admiration  of  his  own. 
TT^ais  young  man  at  the  time  of  embarking, 
•was  up  with  one  more,  at  the  enemy's 
entrenchments,  braving  them  to  Appear  « 
and  fight,  and  firing  at  them,  as  he  saw, 
opportunity.  At  this  season  a  heavy 
shower  of  rain  came  from  the  mountaini. 
The  rebels,  perhaps,  deeming  this  a 
favourable  lime,  sc.zed,  as  they  thought, 
the  golden  moment,  and,  in  great  numbers 
rushed  out,  armed  with  musquets,  spr*ars, 
clubs,  and  slings,  and  chaced  To-mr«rrow- 
MMiilng  a^d  ibe  other  dowa  to  tht  fleet  | 
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'  they  at  ^imet  firing  upon  hioiy  and  he  on 
•them. 

The  noise  of  the  musquets,  and  their 
approach,  atfradcd  the  attention  of  the 
people  cmbat  kedy  and  stopped  their  further 
proceedings.  To- morrow- Morning  came  in 
sight,  and  gave  notice  that  the  enemy  was 
•ome.  In  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  a  few 
of  Pomarrc'smusqiHrtecrs,  not  yei'in  their 
canoes,  sprang  forward  lo  the  combat.  A 
successful  discharge  of  their  pieces  obliged 
the  rebels  in  an  instant  to  turn  their  backs 
and  fly.  In  the  mean  time  the  seamen  and 
soldiers  relanded,  and  joined  iii  il^e  pur- 
suit of  the  dying  foe  ;  who,  in  a  veiy  pe- 
culiar manntr,  after  running  some  sj^ace, 
in  a  moment  rallied,  and  faced  thtir  pur- 
suers. Some  of  Capt.  B.*s  party  were  suf- 
ficicmly  near  for  the  attacks  The  sight  of 
the  Europeans  overpowered  the  rebels ; 
their  spirit  failed  them,  and  they  now  fled 
in  difftront  dirc£tions  :  sonrie  made  for  ihc 
fliountalns  to  the  right  and  left ;  and  others 
dire«ftly  for  ihcir  strong  holds ;  to  the  en- 
trance of  which  they  were  chaccd. 

This  mosr  unlooked-for  dispensation  of 
Providence  proved  highly  advantageous  for 
Pomarre,  as  God  gave  into  his  hands  se- 
▼enteen  of  the  rebels, whowcie  killed  upon 
the  spot;  all  fighting  men,  inveterate  ene- 
mies, andamongthcm  one  of  the  principal 
ringleaders  of  the  rebellion.  Many  others 
wi're  wounded,  but  escaped.  Though  we 
may  be  thankful  loGod  fur  iKcsubduin^of 
those  who  delight  in  war,  and  are  averse  to 
peace, — yer,  we  find  much  cause  to  lament 
the  extreme  depr.iviiy  6f  man's  mature, 
•which  admlis  no  bounds  lo  rvver.ge  a,Dd 
cruelty,  when  resentment  is  roused,  ^nd 
power  obtained  to  execute  it.  Ka  h  of  the 
seventeen  bodi.-s  was  treated  in  t^e  mort 
■wantonly  bari>arousmanncr:— pierced  w;ih 
shears,  beat  with  clubs,  dashed  with  stones, 
derided,  scoftcd,  and  otherwise  maltreated, 
jts  if  now  susceptible  ot  pain,  or  aficftcd  by 
their  taunts. 

Pomarre  thought  the  rcbclliorv  was 
crushed,  and  that  he  should  have  nothing 
more  to  do  the  next  morning  than  to  go 
and  take  rorsession  of  their  strone;  holds, 
ard  wreak,  his  unpityiog  anger  on  those 
whn  shoild  fall  into  his  hands.  Ca{tain 
Bishop  secinfi  such  a  sudden  change  of  cir- 
cura^iianccs  (for  all  that  wan  done  was  ac- 
f  complishtd  whil^  the  rain  lasted,  which 
was  less  than  ?n  hour)  determined  lo  re- 
main the  night, and  give  the  finishing  blow 
to  ih?  war. 

On  Mond^iy  morainr^  they  marched  up 
to  theertrenchmentSjWhich  are  about  four 
nnles  and  a  hn\(  from  the  beach  ;  tut  how 
feat  was  thc'r  surprize,  when,  instead  of 
tui«rjnpr  t!.cn;  abandoned  (ihe  plunder  of 
■  which  was  ;il ready  seized  on  in  their  ima- 
ginations^ they  saw  every  pnrt  ihat  could 
^  fcr  seen  as  well  manned  as  kforc,  and  as 


lively  as  ever.  They  coul4  ^  no  BMtt 
than  discharge  several  musquets  upoii^them, 
which  could  do  them  bu^  little  hurt;  ind 
after  a  while,  return  to  the  fleet.  A  wo- 
man, an  ambassadress,  was  permitted  to 
pabs  between  the  parties.  She  carried  an 
account  to  the  rebels  of  those  who  had 
been  killed,  and  how  they  were  treated. 
They  received  the  lnteirig,ei>cc  with  seem- 
ing indilTerencei  said  that  they  did  not 
know  them  j  and  as  for  the  slain  chief,  they 
supposed  that  he  had  been  carried  away  by 
the  river,  an^  not  slain  by  the  royalists.  The 
surviving  ringlea<^er  of  the  rebellion,  a  n» 
lation  of  Pomarre*s,  named  Tahtahae^ 
bade  the  ambassadress  acquaint  Pomarre^ 
'  that  when  they  had  done  to  him  as  they 
had  don«  to  Rooa  (the  name  of  the  chidf 
killed)  then,  and  not  till  then,  there  would 
be  peace  in  the  land. 

Capt.  Bishop  Jtnowing  that  Capt.  Simp* 
son  co«ld  not  be  detained  longer  from  pro- 
secuting his  voyage,  returned  with  the 
boat,  leaving  fifteen  men  with  Pomarre. 
Brother  Elder  also  returned.  Pomaire  has . 
not  lost  in  the  expedition  any  man  killed^ 
arrd  but  four  wounded  :  one  of  whom  was 
^y  hit  own  party,  by  mistake.  One  of  the 
Norfolk's  men  received  a  slight  blow  on 
his  hip  ^ith  a  stone.  On  Tuesday  Po» 
marre  sent  the  Europeans  home,  and  re- 
moved his  fieet  about  twelve  miles  oearcf 
Mattavai,  and  there  encamped. 

Upon  the  whole,  this  short  campatgn, 
through  the  metcy-of  God,  has  tended  very 
much  to  destroy  the  strength  of  the  pre* 
vailing  commotion.  The  two  chiefs  above 
named  (one  <sf  whom  is  dead)  may  be 
c  onsidercd  as  the  life  of  the  rebelliMi. Their 
f'gljtiiig  men  remaining  are  but  few.  As 
for  the  body  of  the  people,  on  both  iidesy 
they  arc  always  spedators ;  and  prepared 
to  Hy,  or  plunder,  and  exercise  cruelties 
on  those  wounded  or  slain. 

Respecting  our  personal  safety^  while 
God  is  pleased  to  continue  the  means  he 
has  afforded  us,  there  is  little  probability 
row  that  we  shall  be  assailed  in  our  habi- 
tations. But  the  Venus  is  expe£Ved  every 
hour;  on  her  arrival,  Capt.  Bishop  and  men 
will  quit  the  island,  if  not  aKo  Capt.  House 
and  men.  Shoyld  that  occur,  and  the  dis- 
turbances of  the  island  not  be  settled,  what 
may  follow,  we  cannot  tell.  The  Prrpoisc 
is  looked  for;  brt  her  coming  is  dubious. 
We  have  suffered  considerably  by  the  pre- 
sent distresses,  through  destroyirg  several 
ircjosures  of  gardens,  and  gard-ns  them- 
selves, and  pulling  dov.n  our  ch.ipel :  aTl 
which  was  done  to  cl  sr  around  us,  as 
much  as  possible,  in  order  to  prevent  an 
un.*,'-en  a  pvoach,  and  al  o  the  firing  of  our 
dwelling  fron  the  f'anKS  of  the  chapef, 
should  it  be  burnt;  !|  being  clo^e  to  ihe 
dweUiiig-hcus-.  The  Sr.  i'iy>  labour  an4 
exfcncc  in  crcding  the  fence,  &c.  andciA: 
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t5  rating  tTtc  groand,  hn  been  very  great  ; 
*nd  ihey  are  now  ruined. Our  stock  of  useful 
articles,  lo  pay  our  workmen,  is  almost 
'CX|»cndcd ;  so  thatr  should  p<  aoc  be  rcstor- 
c<l,  wc  shall  not  be  able  readily  to  replace 
«ur  affairs  in  their  former  situation. 

^  The  work  of  preaching  the  Gospel  con- 
tirwcs;  and  so  far  the  Lord  has  over  ruled 
the  disordeps  of  the  land,  b^  giving  seve- 
ral hundreds  of  this  island  and  Eimeo,  an 
opportunity  to  he^r  the  word  of  salvation, 
Vbo  nerer  before  did  hear  it ;  and,  perhaps, 
''Would  not  have  heard  it  for  months  to 
come.  One  circuit  of  the  island  was  taken 
just  before  jhe  rebellion  broke  out,  and 
the  Gospel  preached  in  every  distri  "V,  ex- 
cept Attahooroo.  In  the  midst  of  great 
darknes?  and  perplexity  of  mind,  we  some- 
tiiBcs  have  a  gleam  of  hope  that  God  is 
hombling  this  people,  and  thereby  prtpar-- 
ing  them  for  a  iwore  chrecrul  and  univer- 
sal reception  of  his  word.  Oioo  has,  of  latt-, 
on  fwo  Sabbath-days,  desired  lo  kear  ihe 
Kord  of  Jehovah  ;  which  was  accoidingly 
spoken  to  him,  and  oihrrsof  his  family, 
an{)  many  of  his  subje£)s^  that  he  assem- 
bled to  hear.  He  seems  to  have  some  idea 
Aal  there  is  but  MrGod  ;  and  expresses  no 
dislike  to  any  part  of  the  plan  ofsalrailoo, 
so  far  as  be  can  oompreheAd  it.  Pomarre 
is  a  most  bigotred  man,  and  is,  as  k  were, 
the  soul  of  his  country's  abominable  super- 
silion. 

The  civil  war  that  existed  in  Ryatteeaf , 
when  the  Roya^  Admiral  Was  h^re,  hay 
lately  been  quelled;  and  the  chief  remains 
in  hi^  fall  power.  Since  Pomanc's  retreat 
Arofi^  Ty^aboo  lo  Mattavai,  a  flame  of  a 
^)^e  nature  broke  out  at  £imeo ;  but  Po- 
marie  sent  over  a  strong  party,  whicji, 
<  for  the  present,  extinguished  it,  with  the 
1ms  of  twenty  of  the  rebels.  ' 

From  the  statement  of  the  foregoing 
particolaes,  wc  le^avr  it  t;o  our  honoured 
fathers  and  brethren's  better  judgment,  to 
consijier,.  whether  or  not  it  would  not  be 
expedient  to  6x  such  a  body  of  Missiona- 
ries on  Otaheitc,  and  to  accommodate  them 
with  every  necessary,  as  tote  independent 
of  the  support  of  the  chiefs ;  and  not  to 
H§xii  or  fall  as  they  stood  or  fell ;  and 
whence  also  the  Gospel  may  be  dispersed 
a|)rQad  among  the  neighbouring  islands,  as 
the  leadings  of  Providence  <li rented  the 
vsy-  This,  we  say^  aga>ti,  that  had  not 
God  in  bis  great  mercy,  unexpectedly  and 
singularly  lodged  Capt  Bishop  and  men  on 
the  island,  aiid  wrecked  the  Norfolk  on 
our  coast,  we  should  this  day  most  assur- 
edly have  been,  with  Pomarre,  Sec.  ex- 
ptlled  the  island  (if  not  some  of  our  lives 
cut  b$)  and  our  usefulness^  it  may  be,  at 
aa  end. 

Through  the  mercy  of  our  Heavenly  Fa- 
tliefi  wc,  in  general,  enjoy  a  good  portion 
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of  health  aud  strength.  Our  prayers  ar« 
forZion's  iacrcibc  and  pruspciiiy.  V\  c 
beseech  you  to  j  ray  for  us, 

I  remain, 
pear  and  hnn^uied  Fathers  and  Brethr  n, 
,  Your  alfcAionate  brethren  and  siiteis 
in  the  Lord. 
John  JfFFF.kPoN, 

for  tlK-  Sociery. 
To  tb€  DlreGors  of  t!js  MisiUnary  Society, 


Extract  of  Lftler  froTTi  Mr,  Henry  to 
Mr.  S.  P/m/er,  of  Lonc/vn,  dcited 
July  2,  \Z.)z, 

"  Numbers  of  people,  who,  from  different 
Jisiricis,  flock  loVlaitavai  for  refuge,  now 
hear  the  word  of  life  :  and  O  ou'j  mind  is 
so  f<ur  changed,  and  his  superstition  so  di- 
minished, that,  instead  of  being  gieaily 
averse  to  our  preachiig  the  dottrines  of 
Christianity  in  the  land,  and  uslng^all  hi? 
influence  (secretly  at  least)  to  detrr  the 
people  from  hearing  them,  as  we  expedjd 
he  would,  when  We  should  commence  our 
public  exercises,  he  happily  rather* coun- 
tenancesand  encourages  oar  labours  in  this 
way;  and  list  Sabbath,  and  the  Sabbath 
but  one  before,  requested  to  hear  the  vord 
of  God  ;  and  wa*,  with  the  rest  of  the 
royal  family,  and  some  hundreds  of  people, 
assembled  by  his  or Jers,  addrts-cd  on  the 
first  Sabbath  by  Brother  JelTerson:  and  on 
the  last  by  Biother  Nctt ;  but  not  so  .many 
people  were  assembled  then  as  on  the  for- 
mer oclasion. 

**  As  a  proof  of  our  toleration  here,  and 
the  liberties  we  enjoy  in  propagating  our 
religion,  I  shall  just  relate  an  occuricnce 
^  Ust  Sabbath.  Mrs.  Eyrr  and  Ht.nry 
taking  a  w^alk  in  the  afternoon,  towards 
the  king's  house,  which  is  but  a  small 
distance  from  ours,  for  the  benefit  o^  the 
air,  the  liing  sent  to  them,  and  invited 
them  in ;  and  while  they  wue  sitting  with  , 
him,  he  took  it  into  his  head  to  tend  fur 
n>e.  When  1  came  lo  him,  he  placed  m« 
plosc  by  his  side,  as  he  usually  do*s  any  of 
'JS  when  we  visit  him ;  and  after  a  little 
conversation  had  pa^srd  between  us,  about 
the  ship  in  the  harlwur'  and  othf-jj  thing*;, 
be  mentioned  the  sacred  name  of  jfchc'Juh, 
in  the  broken  manner  the  natives  in  r,ene- 
ral  do.  1  his  I  pronounced  Tc be vah  {the  He- 
btew  pronunciation  of  it)  and  he  rr|'*a!cd  it 
afttrme  very  properly.  1  then  told  him, 
this  was  a  sacrt-d  and  powerful  nam^,  m  d 
not  to  he  mentioned  IrrrvrrtnrW;  anJ  to  U 
occasion  to  represent  Jehovah  as  ti:e  only 
true  God,  and  to  point  out  his  pouTr  and 
greatness,  as  the  Creator  of  all  thinr^;  ob- 
serving, that  the  g«ds  of  Taheite  v/ere  '^r\y 
evil  spirits,  banished  by  Jehovah  tolh^Fo  ^, 


f  Or  Ulietet.  §  The  Tahcitans  consider  their  im3G;c5  as  representatives 
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for  their  rebellion  against  him ;  and  'that 
there  were  many  such,  who  deceive  men, 
desiring  their  dcsti  uftlon  ;  that  our  fore- 
fathers in  Briraln  were  deceived  by  them 
in  time  past,  and  worship|>ed  them,  and 
images  like  theTahcitans,  until  the  serv- 
ants of  the  true  God  camcthere,  and  taught 
them  his  word;  which*they  attending  to 
and  receiving,  cast  away  their  false  gods, 
and  took  Jehovah  for  their  God,  and  strved 
him  Thus  much  of  my  discourse  to  him 
iind  his  attendants,  on  this  occasion,  is 
sufficient  lo  shew  what  liberties  we  may 
take,  &c.    To  relate,  in  order,  all  that  I 


told  them,  would  taVe  np  toe  much  time^ 
suffice  it  briefly  to  observe,  that  1  ircate<| 
of  the  Fall, — ihe  way  and  method  of  salva- 
tion by  Jesus  Christ,— and  the  happiness  or 
misery  of  the  souls  of  men  aftfrr  deaib,  — - 
of  the  resurrection,  and  of  the  misery  of  the 
wicked,  and  happiness  of  the  righteous 
afterward.  All  which  things  the  k:ng  lis- 
tened to  with  attention  and  apparent  plea- 
sure ;  and  when  I  was  about  to  depart,  he 
requested  me  to  meet  him,  with  the  reft  of 
the  brethren,  in  the  evening,  to  teach  him 
and  the  people  again  the  word  of  God  | 
which  was  done  as  "before  related."  , 


THE  ANNUAL  MEETING 
Of  ihe  Missionary  Society  mil  be  held  as  follows : 

On  Wednesday  morning.  May  ii,  the  Rfev.  S.  Boitomley^  of  Scar- 
borough,  will  preach  at  Surry  Chapel.  At  Three  in  the  afternoon  the 
Society  meet  for  business.  li\  the  evenifig,  the  Rev.  71  Toung,  late  of 
Canterbury,  is  to  preach  at  the  Tabernacle. 

On  Thursday  morning  the  Society  meet  for  business,  at  Ten  o'clock. 
In  the  evening,  the  Rev.  Grei>iIU  Euhg^  of  Glasgow,  will  preach  at  Tot- 
tenham Court  Chapel. 

On  Friday  morning  the  Rev.  Jeremiah  Newell,  Vicarof  Great  Missen- 
den,  and  Perpetual  Curate  of  Lee,  Bucks,  will  preach  at  ShadwcM 
Church.     In  the  evening,  a  general  communion  at  Sion  Chapel. 

The  morning-services  will  commence  at  Half  Past  Ten ;  and  the  even* 
ing-serviccs  iU  Six.  The  Meetings  for  business  will  be  held,  as  usual,  a| 
Jiaberdashers'  liall,  Staining  Lane,  Wood  Street. 

Tlie  Religious  Tract  Society  will  meet  at  SeVcn  o'clock  on  the  Thursday 
xnorning,  at  St.  Paul's  Cofiee-House. 

Ministers,  and  oiher  Gf-nilt-men  attending  the  Missionary  Meeting,  may  render 
in>portani  service,  i»y  bringing  wiih  them  auiheiaic  documents  respecting  the  want  of 
BfBLES  in  thrir  different  nt-ighbourhoods.  Various  means  will  occur  tor  ascertaining 
the  fact  J  probably,  much  int'ormaiion  may  be  obtained  by  encjuiring  with  minutenr&t 
and  care  among  the  children  supported  in  Charity- Schools.— A  jariicular  attention  to 
thishiutns'earncslly  requested. 

MISSIONARY  COLLECTIONS, 
From  the  Basil  Society,  by  the  Rev.  Mr  StcinkopfF   /.  jo    o    © 
From  the  Stirling  Society  (North  Britain)  for  the 
'    Spread  of  Ihe  Gospel,  by  Mr.  Campbell  -    *—    19  i4    9 

A  Lt  iter  from  Professor  Young 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Religious  Tract  Society  ♦. 

I  hope  you  have  received  my  letter  of 
the  2 7ih  of  February,  in  which  I  nienii* 
oned  the  principal  occurrences  of  my  life  ; 
and  expressed  a  with  that  it  might  please 
the  Lord  my  God,  in  his  gracious  provi- 
dence, to  release  me  from  all  worldly  em» 
ploymcnts,  to  that  I  might  live  and  la- 
i>our  for  him  and  his  cause  alone. 

Although  thik  is  s'ill  my  heart's  de- 
sire, yet  I  am  qulice;>sy,  and  resigned  to 
the  will  of  God;  he  will  coniihue  to  guide 
me  according  to  hh  good  plcaMirc,  and 
that  is  the  beat  for  xnyelf,  and  for  my  use* 
fulness  ill  his  kingdom. 

I  likewise  requested  you  to  defer  send- 
ing us  any  money,  as  wc  would  lint  try 

*  Sec  the  £rao.  M^g,  for  Noremlcr  U»t|  f  age  461.      ^  j 
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Afarbourgb,  Match  13,  1803. 
Honoured  Sirs,  and,  in  our  blessed  Rc» 
dccmer,  dearly  beloved  Brethren  ! 
I  AM  not  able  to  describe  how  greatly 
I  am  aflTeAed  by  your  benevolence,  zeal, 
and  adivity,  in  the  work  of  the  Loid;  and 
how  much  your  example  excites  mc  to 
eacrt  myself  more  and  more  for  the  sal- 
vation of  my  Icllow-men.  When  1  rc- 
"Ceivcd  the  agreeable  letter  of  our  dear  Bro- 
ther Stcinkopff*,  with  your  draft  for  2 81. 
my  wife  happening  to  sit  by  me,  my  head 
sunk  upon  her  bosom  ;  and  I  was  moved 
to  tears  of  gratitude  to  God,  and  to  you.  I 
indorsed  the  draft  to  a  friend  at  Frank- 
forty  who  rcceiYcd  the  money  for  it. 


RELIGTOUS  1NTELLI<3EJNCE. 


^2] 


Vtiat  we  could  io  in  Germaoj.  This  I  did, 
in  order  to  spare  you,  and  doc  to  be  bur* 
thcnsoaic  to  you  ;  but  now  you  have  been 
beforehand  with  us.  May  Jc«us  Christ, 
the  King  of  Hearen  and  £arth|  abunUautly 
bJcss  the  donors  <if  this  gift  af  charity,  in- 
flueace  their  hearts  by  his  Sj^irit,  and  make 
them  all  blessed  instruments  for  the  pro> 
motion  of  his  kingdom,  and  for  his  glory, 
ID  time  and  eternity. 

The  thirteenth  number  of"  The  Hoary 
Mao"  is  now  in  the  ptesa;  in  vhich  I 
hate  again  called  opon  all  my  serious 
readers  to  follow  the  example  of  the  Eng- 
lish Tra^  Society.  We  shall  soon  see  what 
tStA  it  will  produce.  I  am  in  great  hopes 
that  the  use  to  which  I  have  applied  your 
remittaoce  of  28/.  will  produce  a  strong 
sensation,  and  occasion  many  to  join 
themselves  to  me,  and  assist  me  with 
mooey  for  the  purpose  of  distributing 
tracts.  I  shall  inform  you,  iJcar  brethren, 
from  time  to  time,  what  success  1  have. 
Bot  as  yoQ  would  probably  like  to  know 
10  whit  use  I  have  applied  the  28/.  I  will 
detail  to  yoo  my  whcHe  nlan.  Wc  are, 
it  is  true,  pretty  well  provided  with  small 
tracts  for  edification  in  Germany  ;  but,  in 
genera),  they  arc  not  so  calculated  as  to 
excite  the  attention  of  the  unconverttd 
among  the  common  people,  and  them  wc 
should  have  particularly  in  our  view;  for 
as  to  the  pitui  of  (hat  class,  they  find  op- 
portuniiies  enough,  eiiher  of  receiving 
gratis  some  edifying  books,  or  they  Scrape 
together  a  feV  ptnce  to  buy  one.  1  hesc 
are,  therefore,  not  the  proper  objects  of  our 
care,  because  they  belong  already  40  the 
kingdom  of  jesus,  and  he  cares  for  them 
himself.  But  our  principal  care  must  be 
directed  to  the  unconverted  of  the  lower 
class,  that  as  many  of  them  as  possible 
inight be  converted  and  become  real  Chris- 
tians: for  this  end,  it  is  of  no  manner  of 
use  to  supply  them  with  cdifyirg  books, 
written  in  a  dry  sermonizing  style.  Such 
hooks  they  accept,  perhaps,  with  thanks, 
look  into  them  once  or  twice,  aod  then  lay 
them  by  for  good  and  all ;  and  thus  nil  the 


expence  and  tiv>uble  are  lost.  Therefore  it 
aj>pojrs.to  mc  the  best  method,  tu  cl»ihc 
the  princij'lcs  of  Christianity  i^nd  godlincsa 
in  the  fqrm  ^i  stories,  "either  rtai  ur  ficli- 
tious;  JO  ^s  m  administering  medicine  to 
children  wc  rot x;  it  with  sunar,  to  rcndet  it 
palataUe,  and  induce  them  to  take  it.  I 
am  c^vioccd,  by  long  experience,  that, 
this  is  an  excellent  method,  and  very  ef- 
fectual ;  for  having  fre<)uently  inserted 
such  stories  into  almanacks,  I  have  ob- 
served, that  they  have  been  eagerly  read 
by  citizens  and  peasants.  This  has  ia* 
duecd  me  to  form  the  following  plan  :  — 
I  am  DOW  writing  a  rrfct,  entitled,  *<  The 
Chrisiiao  Friend,  or  &tor«cs  for  Citizens 
and  Peasants."  This  fiiit  Number  con- 
tains only  one  story;  but  full  of  instruc- 
tion, and  parlfculai  ly  adapted  to  the  lower 
class  of  people.  It  wi  J  contain  about  eight 
sheets  in  print  ;  and  next  week  I  shall  ' 
finish  it,  and  send  it  toNurenberg;  be- 
cause our  /dend  Mr.  R^u,  the  printer  ihere^ 
is  jiimsclf  a  Christian,  and  wiil  coose-  , 
<juently  make  no  rain  of  it.  Thus  I  write 
gratis,  and  Mr-  Rau  sends  me  as  many 
copies  as  he  can  atiord  lor  the  28 1.  or  312 
guilders,  only  deduaing  the  price  ot  the 
paper  and  the  wages  paid  to  bis  men.  I 
expect  he  will  be  allc  10  aend  me  8c» 
copies  ;  which  1  will  send  tp4uch  minis* 
ters  as  I  know  to  be  truly  pious  throughout 
all  Germany,  with  a  request  to  distribute 
them  among  the  common  people.  But  as 
there  will  be  m^ny  who  would  like  to  buy 
the  bock,  Mr.  Rau  may  afterwards  repiint 
it,  and  sell  it  on  his  own  account.  1  shall 
also  send  a  few  cop'cs  to  you,  beloved 
brethren,  and  request  yoo,  if  you  think 
proper,  to  get  it  translated  into  Enghsh  by 
a  skilful  hand,  hcii^  persuaded  that  it  wii^ 
be  attended  with  good  tfl'ects  in  England 
toQ.  I  shall  then  likewise  setjd  you  the 
account  and  the  itst  of  those  to^vbom  the 
books  are  senr,  that  you  niay  see  how 
your  money  has  been  applied.  May  the 
JLord  be  with  you,  and  with  your  brother 
to  eternity  I  H.  Youaio. 


DOMESTIC  l^TELLlGliNCE. 


SuwBAY,  Marcft  27,  a  Sermon  was 
preached  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Charity, 
at  St.  Georges  Church,  Bloomsbury,  from 
Mark  vii.  37,  by  the  Rc\.  S.  Crowthef  j 
after  which  a  collection  was  made  of  80I. 
lor  the  Charity. 

The  same  day  the  Rev.  R.  Hill  preached 
the  two  Annual  Sermons  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Sorry  ionday -Schools,  at  Surry  Chapel. 
•^Apri!  II,  being  Easter  jMonday,  Mr.H. 
preached  his  Annual  Sermon  to  Children  j 
*hen  between  three  and  four  thousand  were 
Pffscm,  besides  adults. —  We  understand 
^«  is  also  engaged  to  preach  before  the 
^^  Mission  Society  on  1  ucsday  Morn- 
>»l*  Miy  3,  «t  liir.  C«li}cr>s  Ch^l, 


On  Thursday,  March  .31,3  A^utati<l» 
from  the  body  o^  Frotestaut  Dissenting 
Ministers,  in  and  about  London,  waited  on 
his  Ma>?$ty,  at  the  Qjieen's  Palace,  with 
a  CongraluUiory  Address,  on  l^s  latepro- 
vidcntialdcliverance.  The  Address  was 
presented  by  Mr.  Palmer,  of  Hackney,  and 
signed  hy  Dr.  Rees,  Dr.  Rippon,  and  nine- 
teen <Hher  Mmtsters  of  the  three  denomi- 
nations. Jo  which  his  Maiesty  returned 
a  gracious  answer ;  and  they  all  had  the 
honour  of  kissing  his  haiul. 

Apnl  12.  The  Rev.  J.  Fowler,  late  of 
Sfaerrness,  was  set  apart  over  a  new  in- 
tertst  of  Frotcsrant  Dissenters  at  Edmon- 
ton.   But  the  particulars,  with  thcrest  of  jT^ 
our  intelligence^  axe  unavoidahly  deterred.  3 


^If  ffP  ON  THE  DEATH  OF  THE  REV.  MR.  EYRJ, 

Daughter  of  Zion,  join  the  pensive  strain  ; 

In  dust  and  ashes  bow  thy  weeping  head  ; 
Thine  is  not  mimic  grief,  nor  woe  prophane  ; 

For  Eyre,— thy  lov'd,  thy  honoured  Eyre,  is  dead. 

Inactive  now  that  brain  which  us'd  to  form 
Rich  schemes  of  wide  benevolence  for  men  r 

Cold  is  that  heart  which  beat  with  Ipve  so  warm. 
And  useless  now  his  once  instructive  pen. 

Mute  is  tjiat  tongue,  whose  artless  eloquence 

Enchain*d  the  listening  crowds  to  hekv'nly  thpmes  | 

That  chac'd  With  truth  the  infidel's  pretence. 
And  'woke  delusion  frofn  its  wan^oa  dreams* 

Not  periods  polish'd  by  scholastic  art, 

Nor  morals  borrowed  from  some  heathen's  shrine^    > 

But  gospel-truths  ftow'd  warmly  from  his  heai^t. 
And  reached  the  heart  with  energy  divine. 

No  more  his  flock  those  soft  persuasions  hear. 
That  fixt  their  faith,  and  bade  their  fruits  increase  j 

That  rous'd  the  careless  into  godly  fear,  c 
And  sooth'd  the  mourner  into  gentle  peace. 

Mysterious  stroke  pf  providence  severe, 
ThAt  swept  such  mellowed  talents  down  to  dust : 

Yet,  tho'  obscur'd  by  clouds  and  darkness  here, 
Thy  ways,  O  God,  are  wise,  and  good,  and  just. 

Oft  was  thy  servant  spar'd,  and  liv'd  to  prove 
Those  blest  returns  that  holy  fervour  bring  J  ^ 

The  work  pCfaith,  the  labour  sweet  of  love. 
In  buds  of  promise  fair  began  tp  spring 

Around  the  world,  while  mad  confusion  ran, 
Aiid  war  and  havoc  spread  destruction  wide ; 

E'en  then  Compassion's  godlike  plan  began 
To  still  the  storm,  and  stem  th'  o'erw helming  tide, 

Far  as  Disease  and  Death  had  spread  their  sWay^ 
And  Sin  and  Error  bound  io  chains  the  soul. 

The  gospel-heralds  urge  their  onward  way, 

Ai3  dare  with  Martyrs'  zeal  the  fiends  controul. 

Not  circumscrib'd  by  Europe's  bounds  alone. 

Truth's  radiant  hemisphere  still  wide  expands 
Thro'  frozen  regions,  and  the  Torrid  Zone, 

O'er  Afric's  coast,  and  India's?  distant  lands. 
America's  vast  continental  tribes, 

And  southern  isles  embosom'd  in  the  sea : 
Nor  dang'rous  leagues,  nor  savage  darkness  hides 

Their  wretched  sons.  Almighty  Truth,  from  thee. 

X  The  Annual  Meetings  #f  the  Missionary  Sociefy,  wkich  is^encd  ta  io  thd 

toowing  line  -  ..giti2edby^^•         ^ 
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Fathers  in  Christ,  from  Britain  fai*  remote, 

Yc  know  our  loss,  for  oft  his  worth  ye  prov'd  ; 
To  ypti.  Che  portrait  of  his  soal  he  wrote  +  ;        , 

Yc  saw  the  God,  the  men,  the  cau&e,  he  lovM. 

Tho*  diff'ring  much  in  outward  form  and  nanui     , 

(And  party-rancour  rage  mistakes  for  zeal) 
One  gospel-spirit  prompts  one  holy  aim  ; 

Aliice  the  ?«n*rous  flame  of  love  yc  feeU 

Am<jng  the  foremost,  Eyke  was  ever  found, 

Nor  felt  discourag'd  by  success  dclay'd^ 
Eag:r  to  act,  he  felt  the  frequent  wound 
,  When  cold  Reluctance  lent  unwilling  aid. 
Yet  soon  would  Grace  bid  ruffled  Nature  cease, 

A  little rrioment  and  the  cloud  was  past : 
Kind  was  his  heart,  his  looks,  his  words  were  peace,' 

And  the  sweet  bond  ot  brotherhood  stood  fast. 

He  lov'd  his  country,  and  withardour  strove 

To  mend  its  morals  and  instruct  Its  poor : 
To  spread  The  knowlcd^^c  of  redeeming  love. 

And  oj>€  in  ev'ry  town  a  gospel  door  :J. 

ile  felt  the  interest  of  the  rising  race 

And  led  their  doubtful  feet  to  Wisdom's  ways; 

For  he  had  known  the  bli^s  of  early  grace, . 
And  gave  to  God  the  bl^ossom  of  his  days. 

O  ye  who  heard  his  voice,  still  list'ning  hear. 

For  he,  tho'  dead,  yet  speaks  aloud  to  you  : 
Retrace  the  lessons  past  of  many  a  year,     ,  , 

And  from  his  death-bed  catch  a  sermon  new. 

For  yott  he  pray*d  with  his  expiring  breath  : 
**  To  God  I  leave  my  Charge,  from  whom  it  came; 

•'  Soon  shall  my  feeble  pow'rs  be  lost  in  death  ; 
**  But  his  firm  love  and  care  remain  the  same.'*    , 

And  yc  who  bear  his  name,  who  felt  the  ties 

Of  dearest  kindred  twine  about  your  heart,  — 
^A  husband  lovM,  a  father  vmln'd  dies  ; 

Andyc  arc  wounded  in  the  tend'rcst  part. 

Yet  sorrow  not  as  those  of  hope  devoid,  .     , 

For  he  has  finished  well  his  course  below;         '  ' 

Has  kept  the  faith,  and  Fkith's  support  enjoy'd. 
And  triumph'd  o*er  the  last  inveterate  foe. 

He  saw  the  righieous  crown,  the  prize  was  won  ; 

He  heard  the  sweet  sustaining  plaudit  giv'n, 
**  Well  hast  thou,  good  and  faithful  servant,  done; 

Jtnter  thy  Master's  joy,  and  rest  in  Heav*n  $.*• 

There  sin  fliall  nc*er  polldte  the  spirit  more. 

Nor  the  frail  body  wound  the  soul  with  pain; 
Temptation's. struggles  are  forever  o'er  ; 

Nor  death  dissolves  the  bonds  of  love  again. 

Bright  as  the  sun,  and  like  the  angels  pure. 

The  spirits  of  the  iust  made  perfect  shine  : 
Their  vf-oTk  is  finishM,  and  tlicir  prize  secure ; 

Their  joy  is  full ^  eternal y  and  divine. 

O  blissful  scene,  thy  prospect  cheers  the  mind  ; 

Blest  promis'd  mansions  of  redeeming  Uve  I 
May  each  departing  saint  thy  solace  find, 

Tlicn  change  their  hol>f  to  cenointy  above  I  Ali^xjis. 

+  As  Secretary  to  the  Mi«&ionary  Sgcieiy.  J  By  pro:nating  luuciaiicy.  i[^ 

{  lUe  icxi^f  i^  fancr^l  )ern:oa.  '  "^ 


FUNERAL   HYMN. 
Uy  fV.  H.  of  Oxford.. 

THE  MUSIC  BT  THE  REV.  DR.  HAWKER. 
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We     see      thy  warn-ings,   Vio  "  \j    Lord  !  And  own  that thon  aop  just; 
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Obe   •  di  -  ent      to    thy      aw  -  ful 
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United  to  its  mother  Earth, 

\Vc  nrioum  the  slumbering  frame; 
The  soul  enjoys  a  hcav'niy  birih^ 

And  we  expect  the  same. 

To  life,  eternal  life,  wcliaste. 

To  I>liss  without  allov  ; 
Where  all  believers  sion  ihall  taStfc 

Perpetual  eodlcss  joy  1 


a        6       6  4     3 

'  Boast  not,  O  Death,  before  our  cyci. 
Thy  tortures,  darts,  or  stings  ! 
*'  The  Sun  of  Righteousness  shall  rxa^ 
With  healing  in  bis  wrogs  I" 

Of  holy  chcrub'm,  the  voice 
Shall  echo  thro*  the  air;  ^ 
And  ransfim'd  sinners  shall  rejoicf^ 
..  Respoiuivc  from  afar* 


Angels  shall  watch  tVis  sleeping  clay, 
Rcleas'd  fro^n  Earth's  alaims. 

And  waft  us,  on  that  joyous  day. 
To  our  loimanucrs  arms. 


LOITGING  TO  DEPART. 

#oMc,  my  di^ar  Lord,  dissolve  the  chain 
That  bimis  me  down  to  cares  and  pain  : 
Fain  would  my  toiliftg  heart  be  free. 
And  rise  from  cares  and  pain  to  thee* 
Come;  my  deaf  toiti,  I  loifg  to  pro^ 
The  boundless  i  iches  cf  thy  4ov«. 
*  iSighiog,  I  bid  at  If  .wishes  fly 
Tu  Christ  and  inv'mortality  t 

^Vhat  do  I  here  a  f  good  for  thee  } 
I'hy  grace  is  all  ic^  ail  to  me  1 
X  Would  fuliil  th'  appointed  day^ 
^  Then  stretch  my  %t^.ings  and  soar  away* 

Yes  J  I  would  seek  thee  in  the  grave ; 
B'en  there,  my  G^d  I  ath  powV  to  save  ; 
1  he  sacred  regions  ol'*  the  dead 
IV o  fears  molest,  nor  t  ins  invade. 

Ifope  filh  with  tears  rtiy  lifted  cye^ 
trhy  chariot  shakes  tht  sounding  ^ky  % 
My  heart  rebounds,  th^  glories  shine. 
And  kiVi  eterual  life,  li  mine  1 

J.R- 


ODE    TO    THE   LARK^ 

At  the  Approach  of  Spring  m 

Lo^BLY  Chantresn  of  the  daw^, 
Welconw  the  returning  spring  5 

Take  the  pinions  of  the  mom. 

Shake  th^  plumes,  and  sweetly  sta^  1 

Leave  thy  dew* besprinkled  nest, 

Kise,  and^hew  thy  speckled  breast. 

Now  the  day-sprin^  beams  from  far^ 
Now  the  shades  ot  night  retire  5 

Charmer,  mount  thy  liquid  car. 
Higher,  higher  scill  aspire  s 

Leave  thy  couch  of  spangled  deyr^ 

Rise  to  realms  oi  Heav'nly  blue. 

Yon  blue  vault,  divinely  briehr^ 
Sweetly  strikes  the  ravith'd  eye; 

Take  the  swiftness  of  the  lights 
Seek,  O  seek,  thy  native  sky  t 

There,  in  softly- warWed  Jays, 

Chant  the  great  Creator's  praise  ! 
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MEMOIR 

OF 

'  THE  LATE,  REV.  JOHN  EYRE,  A.  M* 

While  we  narrate  the  lives  of  others,  we  ourselves  are  dying. 
T^e  hand  is  now  cold  in  death  which  first  introduced  this  Work 
to  the  public,  and  has,  in  the  course  of  ten  yeurs  past,  re- 
corded so  niany  bright  examples.  It  is  a  debt  we  owe,  both  to 
our  late  respected  Editor  and  to  the  public,  to  add  his  example, 
as  another  instance  of  holy  zeal  in  life,  and  blissful  piety  in 
death.  -  •  ^ 

'^  The  great  ends  of  Christian  Biography,'''  say^  MV.  Fuller, 
"  are  instruction  and  example.  By  faitlifnlly  describing  the 
lives  of  men  enjinent  for  godliness,  we  not  only  ernbalm 
their  memory,  but  furnish  ourselves  with  fresh  materials  and 
motives  for  a  holy  life*."  This  observation  will  be  found  to  ap- 
ply to  the  subject  of  these  memoirs,  no  less  justly  than  to  the 
amiable  Pierce  :  as  they  were  natives  of  Qeighbourinu;  town?, 
they  were  also  men,  in  many  respects,  of  kindred  minds. 

Uf  the  earliest  part  of  Mr.  Eyre's  life,  our  materials  are,  un* 
happily,  very  scanty.  He  was  born  at  Bodmin,  in  Cornwall, 
of  very  respectable  parents,  in  the  month  of  January,  1754.— 
It  appears  they  gave  him  a  liberal  education  ;  for  he  was  taught 
Latin  at  an  early  age  :  not,  however,  being  intended  for  any  of 
the  learned  professions,  he  was,  at  fifteen,  removed  from  school, 
and  placed  as  an  apprentice  with  a  Mr.  Oliver^  clothier  and 
shopkeeper  at  Tavistock. 

Prior  to  this  event,  even  so  early  as  at  foui*  years  old,  he  was 
not  without  serious  thoughts.  At  that  period,  a  godly  man, 
taking  him  up  in  his  arms,  said,  ^'  There  is  such  a  thing  as  the 
pardon.of  sin,  and  there  is  such  a  thing  as  knowing  it;"  an  im- 
pression was  made  thereby  on  his  mind,  which,  when  recollected 
at  the  age  of  fourteen,  urged  him  to  pray,  in  order  to  obtain  thit 
blessing  for  himself.    Of  such  importance  is  it  to  implant  tht 

^  Memoirs  of  Mr.  Pierce,  p..  2%%* 
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seeds  of  divine  truth  in  the  minds  of  children!  Though  they' 
mav  be  long  buried,  we  seldom  find  that  they  are  totally  lost. 
**  The  great  Assize,  or  Day  of  Judgment/'  a  little  book  that  used 
to  lie  in  his  fatAef  S  window,  so  struck  him  hf  <he  beauty  and 
richness  of  its  imagery,  that  he  could  once  nearly  repeat' the 
whole.  , 

Religiously  disposed,  as  he  appears  to  have  been  in -the 
earliest  part  of  his  life,  at  Tavistock  he  became  the  very  reverse. 
It  will  not,  indeed,  be  malted  of'suTpriee  to  those  acquainted 
"with  the  wickedness  of  the  human  heart,  that  a  young  man, 
sanguine  in  his  temper,  of  quick  perception^  and  eager  in  bis 
pursuits,  unrestrained  by  parental  authority,  destitute  of  reli- 
gious instruction,  placed  in  a  town  where  vital  religion  was  but 
little  known,  and  associating  with  Companions  more  dissipated 
than  himself,  should,  occasionally  at  least,  exhibit  affecting 
instances  of  dtssipattan -and  <depravhy.  It^ivas  on  tire  <Say  follow- 
ing one  of  those  Scenes  of  revelling,  in  which  he  had  been  per- 
sonaUy  engaged,  as  Mr.  £yre  was  travelling  alone  in  a  oHtfise, 
on  the  road  from  Tavistock  to  his  native  pkce,  that  a  passage 
of  ttie  holy  Scriptures,  which  he  had -formerly  read,  r«shcd  oa 
liis  recollection  with  all  the,  forc<»  of  truth,  aitfed  by  tlie  poig* 
nancy  of  guilt,  and  "  the  powers  of  the  world  to  come."  i>eep 
conviction,  accompanied  with  the  greatest  distress,  ii»D^«diatelj 
seized  his  mind.  The  arrows  of  the  Almighty  drank  i(p  Im 
s^ifft$  and  this  anguisl),  no  <Iouht,  iilged  him  lo  fervent 
'prayer.  On  his  return  to  Tavistock,  instead  of  seeking  his 
former  associate^  in  sin,  he  ardenfly  enquired  after  those  whose 
<3onduct  had  beforeconvinced  him,  that  they  weie  ^swioMsly-coii^ 
cerned  for  their  immortal  happiness. 

There  were,  at  that  period,  two  brothers,  young«i«n,  of  a  very 
re&uectable  family,  both  of  wbotti  have  since  proved  *^  burning 
anci  sliining.lighu,''  as  ministers,  of  the  gospel,  who  fai'  soate 
time  had  laboured  under  similar  convictions  *.  These  he  fouiid^ 
and  with  them  he  formed  a  cordial  and  lasting  friendsliy^. 
*  What  pious  reader  ycan  review,  ^vithout  sympathetic  ioteresty 
a  scene  which  presents  three  young  men,  all  destined  to  beemi- 
Dcntly  useful  in  the  church  of  Christ,  meeting  together  and 
forming  an  acquaintaiice  from  their  mutual  e;;pea-iances :  r— 
now  confessing  their  sins  and  deprecating  divide  tvrath,  and 
then  enquiring  with  ardour  what  tl;ey  must  do  to  be  6aved  :  — 
as  yet  ignorant  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus  ;  and  without  a 
preacher  of  the  gospel,  or  any  kind  Christian  friend,  to  shew 
tin  to  them  the  way  of  salvation  ! 

One  of  this  IJfUe  company  yet  survives,  to  inform  us  (of  witat 
it  is  reasonabk  .o  believe)  that,.. «<  being  ignorant  of  GodV 
fighteousn^ss,  they  went  about  toeslablish  one  of  their  own;" 
and  that,  although  the  rcformatiou  of  Mr.  Eyre's  character  w^a* 
visiblc^to  all,  none  but  his  associates  kuew  the  horror  of  mind 

*  Messrs.  John  andWm*.  SaJtern. 
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irhicb  he  suffered  whilst,  remainiDg  ipaorant  of  Jesu^  as 
a  Saviour,  he  incessantly  laboured  to  fuffil  the  moral  law  of 
God  for  his  justification.  Nevertheless,  he  that  permitted  Saul, 
of  Tarsus,  to  remain  three  days  in  a  state  of  anxious  doubt,  apii 
then  sent  the  messengers  of  j^ace  to  instruct  him,  alleviated 
the  distress  of  our  friend  by  a  gleam  of  hope  in  the  divine  tnercy^ 
Prompted  now  by  a  fervent  zeal  for  the  salvation  of  otberp 
around  him,  but  as  yet  possessing  a  very  indistfnct  know^lcdge 
of  the  gospel,  and  of  religious  characters,  lie  applied  to  a  mi- 
nister, begging  him  to  preach  a  sermon  every  Lord's  Day  even- 
ing, in  hope  that  it  would  be  useful  to  youug  people.  Thi» 
mini-jier  happened  to  be  one  of  Socinian  sentiments ;  yet  the 
frii^idity  of  his  system  gave  way,  for  a  season  at  least,  to  ih^ 
warm  zeal  of  the  youn^  disciple  ;  who  assiduously  went  ubou|; 
to  collect  hearers  to  fill  the  house,  and  obtain  subscription*  t^ 
increase  the  salary  of  the  preacher. 

In  this  twilight  state,  however,  he  did  not  long  remain*  H^, 
''who  is  the  light  of  the  world,'*  and  has  engaged,  that  tlibsa 
who  follow  him  shall  not  ^' walk  in,  darkness,  but  have  th^ 
light  of  Kfe,**  ordered  him,  in  his  providence,  suitable  and  effect 
tual  rehef.  What  he  had  sought  in  vain  from  a  living  im>truci 
tor,  he  found  in  the  writings  of  one,  who,  although  "  dcad^  ye^ 
spe^keth,"  The  Dialogues  of  th^  late  ingenious  and  piou9 
Mervey,  were  now  put  mto  his  hand)  by  ^Ir.  Barnett,  ap  old 
disciple,  who  is  still  living ;  and  these  opened  to  him  the  doctrine 
of  justification  bj'  faith  alone.  His  njind  was  particularly  struck 
\rith  Rom.  iii.  24 — 27.  ''Being  justified  freely  by  bis  grace, 
through  the  redemption  that  js  in  Christ  Jeaius;  whoHi  God 
hath  set  forth  to  be  a  propitiation  through  faith  in  his  blood,  ta 
declare  his  righteousness  tor  the  remission  of  sins  that  ai'e  past, 
through  the  forbearance  of  God ;  to  dealai'e,  I  say,  at  this  tim# 
his  righteousness ;  that  he  might  be  just,  and  the  justifier  of 
him  which  bclieveth  in  Jesus.*'  He  rejoiced  that  Le  had  fonnd 
a  passiage  in  \v,hich  the  way  of  salvation,  by  faith  in  the  m.^di^-» 
torial  righteousness  of  Jesus  Christ,  was  so  uneqiiivocaUy  re-r 
vealed. 

Mr.  Barnett,  perhaps  diffident  of  himself,  now  advised  hi^ 
young  friends  to  seek  additional  instruction,  by  an  interview 
•with  the  late  Rev.  Andrew  Kinsman*,  of  Plymouth  Dock.  To 
this  they  consented,  and  obtained  what  they  sought ;  and  of 
that  interview,  we  can  relate  the  following  anecdote.  It  appear^ 
that  these  young  disciples,  iri  their  way,  having  called  upon  a 
member  of  Mr.  Kinsman's  church,  to  whom  they  had  been  re* 
commended,  expressed 'to  him  a  wish  to  partake  of  the  Lord'^ 
Supper>  'which  was  that  day  to  be  administered,  ^^pon  bis  in- 
forming them  that  no  persons  were  admitted  to  that  ordinance 
Vho  had  not  given  satisfactory  evidence  of  being  true  Chiistit 

^  Sc«  a  Mcinoi^r  of  bis  life  in  ouf  Magajipc  for  AV5\ist,  1791* 
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ans,  Mr.  Eyre  replied,  *'  In  case  that  were  refused,  he  hopecl 
they  might  be  present^  at  least,  as  spectators,  to  f<^d  by  faith  on 
the  atoning  sacrifice,  if  they  did  not  partake  of  the  elements.'^ 
When,  however,  they  were  intrwluced  to  Mr.  Kinsman,  that 
x^'orthy  minister  was  so  pleased  with  their  Christian  conversa- 
tion, that  he,  and  some  of  the  members  9f  hisxihurch,  gave 
them  the  right  liand  of  fellowship,  and  admitted  them  to  com- 
munion at  the  Lord's  Table- 
Edified  by  this  interview,  charmed  with  the  society  of  Chris- 
tians at  Plymouth  Dock,  and  convinced  of  the  great  advan- 
tages enjoyed  under  the  sound  of  the  gospel,  they  could  not 
but  form  a  contrast  between  the  state  of  religion  at  that  place 
and  the  dark  and  deplorable  condition  of  Tavistock.     Their 
conversation,  in  going  home>  naturally  turned  on  measures 
proper  to  be  taken  to  recommend  the  gospel  to  their  ignorant 
townsmen.     Mr.  Eyre  proposed  hiring  a  room,  and  invitingall 
around  to  meet  with  them,  in  order  to  converse  on  religious  sub-^ 
jects.    A  room  was  accordingly  procured  ;  the  time  of  meeting 
was  fixed  ;  notices  were  given  ;  and^  at  the  appointed  hour,  the 
place  was  filled  by*  a  numerous   audience,  among  whom  were  * 
many  of  the  most  genteel  people  of  the  town.     To  the  surprize 
of  all,  even  of  his  friends,  Mr.  Eyre,  on  that  occasion,  arose, 
and  delivered  a  most  striking  and  pathetic  address ;  and,  like 
another  Melancthon,  in  the  transports  of  his  joy  and  zeal,  con- 
ceived he  had  nothing  more  to-do,  to  secure  the  conversion  of 
his  hearers,  than  merely  to  state  that  gospel  which  was  so  de- 
.  lightful  to  himself. 

In  this  place  he  continued  to  preach  nearly  two  years;  and> 
to  the  praise  of  divine  grace,  we  record,  that  where  his  exam- 
ple and  influence  had  once  been  hostile  to  religion,  and  inju- 
rious to  men,  the  Lord  first  blessed  his  ministry  to  the  conver- 
sion of  sou's. 

A  few  months  prior  to  the  expiration  of  his  apprenticeship,^ 
his  father  expressed  a  wish,  that,  at  the  end  of  liis  term,  he 
would  leave  Tavistock,  and  take  up  bis  residence  at  Bodmin  ; 
at  the  same  time  offering  him  a  sum  of  money  to  enter  into 
business  there,  on  his  own  account. 
'  Perhaps  this  affectionate,  hut  misguided  parent, unconcerned, 
like  many  othei-s,  for  the  eternal  welfare  of  his  beloved  chiicl, 
and  solicitous  al©ne  for  his  temporal  advantage,,  expected 
that,  by  removing  him  out  of  the  sphere  of  his  zealous  labours 
at  Tavistock,  and  settling  him  in  business  at  Bodinin,  his  atten- 
tion would  be  diverted  from  religion,  and  directed  solely  to  the 
improvement  of  his  worldly  affjairs. 

Mr.  Eyre  having  too  much  regard  for  that  blessed  cause,which 
was  now  dearer  to  him  by  far  than  his  own  life;  and  being 
too  diflSdent  of  himself  to  take  such  a  step  without  mature 
deliberation,  and  the  advice  of  some  Christian  friend,  went  over 
to  Plymouth,  to  consult  Mr,  firdwn  on  the  subject  i/^r-  thejcoiv^ 
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ieqtience't)f  which  was,  that  he-embraced  his  father's  offer,  with 
«^  determinatioQ  to  preach  the  gospel  there  aij^o,  if  a  favourable 
opportunity  should  present  itself. 

On  his  settlement  at  Bodmin,  in  'order  to  carry  his  favourite 
project  into  execution,  he  requested  a  relation,  who  filled  some 
office  in  the  town,  to  use  his  influence  to  procure  him  the  use  of 
the  Town-Hall,  as  the  most  eligible  place  for  his  purpose.  This 
beings  obtained,  public  notice  was  given  of  his  iutenftion  to 
preUch  there.  The  nbvelty  of  the  thing,  together  with  the 
CTowing  fame  of  our  young  preacher,  won  spread  the  repoit 
tnrough  the  tqwn  and  country  ai^oining.  Ihe  rich  and  tlie 
poor  Booked  to  hear  him;  and  tlie  Lord  here  also  began  ta 
give  testimony  to  the  word  of  his  grace. 

This  pleasing  prospect  was,  however,  soon  beclouded.  His 
father,  who  before  had  been  inimical  to  his  religion,  now  begaa 
to  try  the  effect  of  ridicule : "  Ah !  Jack,"  said  he,  *^  you  will  soou 
be  tired  of  this :  you  ate  of  too  warm  a  temper  to  keep  to  any 
thing.*'  — ^  True,*  said  Mr.  Eyre,  when  repeating  this  anecdote  ■ 
many  years  afterward, '  I  have  been  tired,  again  and  again,  of 
almost  every  thing  else  v  yet,  blessed  be  God,  I  am  not  tired  of 
religion ;  but  like  it  better  than  ever.'  Finding  that  method 
ineffectual,  and  perceiving  his  own  ends  defeated^  his  fatfier 
took  the  alarm,  and  commai^ded  him  to  desist.  Mr.  Eype,  with 
the  utmost  desire  to  oblige  his  parent  by  obedience,  when  obe* 
dience  was  his  duty,  was  immoveably  fixed  in  Lis  resolutioa 
of  using  every  talent  he  f>os8es3ed,  ^nd  of  improving  every 
opportunity  he  eujoyed,^  for  the  spiritual  and  eternal  happi* 
ness  of  those  around  him.  When  the  father  saw  that, his  com- 
mands were  disobeyed,  exasperated,  he  expelled  him  from  his 
house^  and  closed  the  door  against  him;  giving  him,  a  single. 
guinea,  and  sending  a  servant  and  horse  to  convey  him  to 
the  next  town.  Thus  abandoned  by  him  who  ought  to  have 
cberii^ed  and  directed  his  zealous  efforts,  he  once  more  had 
recourse  to  Mr.  Brown,  wHose  friendship  he  liad  reason  to  be- 
lieve was  firm  and  unwavering  In  his  houi^e  he  found  an 
asylum  and  a  friend.  It  will,  no  doubt,  be  graiiiying  to  many 
of  our  readers  to  ^ee  a  description  of  his  teeiings  on  this  occa- 
sion, preserved  in  a  poetical  letter,  from  his  own  pen,  to  his 
friend,  dated  April  28,  1778;  for  the  versification  of  which  he. 
offers  a  sufficient  .apology,  b}^  saying,  "  The  sincerity  of  my  - 
beart  must  atone  for  the  uncoiJthness  of  my  verse.  This  method, 
of  writing  I  should  never  have  taken^  but  for  the  necessity 
loder  which  you  laid  me,  by  your  last  poetical  letter." 

*'  When  I,  to  spread  the  honours  of  my  Lord, 
Publish  his  gospel,  and  declare  his  word. 
My  father's  wrong,  but  well-meant  anger,  drew,         » 
Tl)eu  wast  at  once  my  friend  and  father  too  1 
When  near  relations,  partners  of  my  blood,  , 

llftisialLen  ;&e4ots  1  warmly  xne  wrth:>tood, 
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Despis'd,  diiown'd,  and  turn'd  themselves-from  xae^ 
I  was  embrac'd,  and  own*d  alone  by  thee. 
At  last,' when  driven  from  my  fatKcr's- door. 
Hopeless  and  helpless,  destitute  and  poor  \ 
My  fle»)i  oppi«es&'d  witii  sickness,  ^lef  my  mifidy 
A  fathered  orplian,  to  my  fate  consigii'd ; 
Well  I  remember,  overwhelra'd  with  tears, 
•    How  thoii,  concerned,  suppres'd  my rism^fears^ 
Open'd  thy  duor  (tby  heart  more  open  sttU) 
Ajid^xird  me^r-with  gladness  welcomed  iiu"-« 

In  this  retreat  he  spent  about  a  month  :  a  period  which,  tfw^ 
short,  aflFordt^  him  so  much  happiness  and  in^ruetiou,  as  to 
be  reviewed  with  much  pleasure  am)  gvalitude ;  and  here  it  wa» 
that  his  rriend>  who  had  formed  a  just  opinion  of  his  talents^ 
first  urged  him  to  enter  the  college  of  the  late  venerable  Coun* 
ttss  of  Huntingdon,  at  Trevccfca,  In  Wales,  $s  a  candidate  for 
the  gospel-miniftr}'.  An  app)i€ation>  with  his  consent^  Wets  ac- 
cordingly made ;  and  he  was  accepted. 

Tliis  seminary  of  religion  and  learning  he  -erjiered  with  » 
heart  devoted  to  his  work  ;  and,  having  befov^this  time  reco- 

-  vered  his  Latin^  with  literary  advantages  superior  to  th^  majo- 
rity of  his  younj^  associates.  Thus  qualified,  afld  thus  dfcvoted, 
he  made  rapid  advances  in  the  sacied  l<inguage^>  as  weH  as  in' 
bis  Theological  studies. 

At  a -season  when  labourers  were  so  much  wanted,  it  wouM" 
have  been  highly  improper  to  spend,  in  literary  acqiiifitions> 
the  time  and  talents  which  were  so  imperiously  demanded  iiv 
the  harvest-field.     Under  the  direction  of  her  Ladyship,  tfeere^ 

-  fore,  Mr.  Eyre  was  sent  into  Cornwall;  where  his  preaching- 
was  attended  with  great  success,  especially  atTregony.  Hence* 
he  returned  to  college  ;  and,  after  further  time  spent  there,  wa** 
appointed  to  go  to  Lincoln,  a  city  awfully  iriHttentive  fco  the- 
gospel,  where  it  pleai^ed  God  again  to  bless  his  labours*  Ta- 
lents like  his,  which  improved  so  much  by  exercise,  her  Lady- 
ship thought  might  now  well  occupy  a  more  eminent  post;  andy 
therefore,  sent  him  to  one  of  her  own  chapels,  at  the  Mulberry 
Gardens,  London. 

As  it  is  impossible  to  comprize  the  incidents  of  tliis  eventful- 
Life  in  the  biographical  department  of  a  single  Number,  we  shall 
now  pause.  Surek,  here  it  may  be  said,  "  What  hath  CJod 
,  wrought  !'*  Behold,  this  young  unan,  who  lately  gloried  in  sin^ 
now  glories  only  in  the  cross  of  Chiist :  and  he  who  was  lately 
prouu  to  lead  his  companions  into  vice  and  folly,  now  devote* 
lib  life  to  warn  men  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come.  Not  the 
lips  of  an  apostle  could  with  more  truth  adopt  that  expression^ 
*'  What  things  were  gain  to  me,  those  I  counljed  lous  for  Christ. 
Yea,  doubtless^  and  1  count  ail  tiiingn  but  loss,  for  the  excel* 
lency  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus^  my  Lord  ;  for  whom  ( 
have  suffered  the  loss  of  aH  things,  and  do  count  theiu  bu^dung 
thai  I  may  win  Clirii»i.** 

LTo  be  conclude*  i^  our  »exi.J  ^^^^^^^^  byGoOglc 
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ON  DIFFUSING  tHE  SCRIPTURES 
JMONG  THE  POOR. 

f'    ■  ' 

V/  '  To  the  Editor. 

Sir, 

Bjbu4^  ^iomiticed  tfaait  tbe  Holy  Scriptores  are  adapte<l 
toiastroc^  iiaproi^e,  aiKliCCffafent.isy  lieHowKu-eatiires^  I  kd  a 
growing  anxiety  that  the  knowledge  of  tliese  inspired  rec^nifts 
bediiFvsed  as  far  as  possible.  la  this  anxiety,  I  am  per6uadcd» 
Christians,  both  at  home  al^d  abroad,  participate.  TUeii' 
hearts  desire  and  prayer  to  God,  is,  that  his  way  may  be  mad« 
known  upon  earth  ^  ms  suviftg  health  among  all  nations. 

As  an  indiYtflual,  I  have  often  wisjied.  for  information  rela- 
tive to  the  opponunities,wliich  the  inhabitants  of  this  and  other 
Christian  coantries  have,  of  obtaining  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
HkbertOy  l-b«te  jbeeft  nimble  to  pnocore  astartement  at  once 
exteosrve  ami  ^definite ;  yet  I  lapprehend,  that,  weir  the  state- 
gaent  before  me,  the  disU-ibution  of  the  Scriptures  would  strike 
IHC  as  lamentably  partial.  Several,  with  whom  I  converse, 
baveunited  la  tiik  sentiment,  remarking,  at  the  same  time, 
that  if  m,  maas  ef  facts,  dem^n^ating  the  scarcity  of  Brbies^ 
cioaId.be  silbmttted  te  die  public,  contributions  forremedpng 
tbe  evil  woitld  pour  in  to  a  large  amoimt. 

Tbey  are,  with  myself,  confident,  tJ»^,  even  in  oar  own 
country,  much  is  necessary  to  be  done ;-—- so  much  indeed,  tliat 
tbe  widest  co-operation  ought  efirnestly  to  be  solicited.  Bat 
tbeysuggest  the  expediency  of  applying,  first,  for  a  detail  of 
aotbenticated  circumstances,  tending  to  make  this  conviction 
general  ibrongh' the  nation. 

iest  tbe  sui^iect  should  expire  in  vain  i-egrets,  1  take  the  11- 
bo^ty  of  requesting  you  to  admit  into  your  Miscellany  this  no- 
tice of  it,  together  with  the  subjoined  Queries  ;  by  which,  iris 
hoped,  the  labour  of  those  who  are  desirous  to  countenance 
this  design  will  be  facilitated.    * 

It  is  difficult  to  propose  such  queries  as  sh^ll  be  evAywhere 
suitable,  and  everywhere  sutticicnt.  *  I  have  selected  those 
which,  on  ^  whote^  .appeared  most  eligible.  Ministers  and 
other  gentlemen  may  frame  their  answers  as  they  judge  proper% 
As  for  tlie  manner  of  gaining  intelligence,  it  must  be  lelt  to 
their  own  direction  :  —  some  will  enquire  in  charitj' -schools,  — 
JWme  among  large  assemblies  6f  workmen,  —  some  may  be  dis- 
posed to  visit,  with  this  object  in  view,  a  whole  district  from 
hoQte  to  house. 

QUERIES. 
1.  Can-tlie  poor,  in  your  neighbourhood,  generally  iread  ? 
€•  To  what  extent  are  they  furnished  witli  the  Holy  Scriptures  ? 
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5*  Do  tbey  .discoyer  a  solicitade  to  obtain  them  ^ 

4.  What  has  already  been  done  toward  supplying  this  want? 

5.  Are  these  persons  in  your  neighbourhood  willing  further  to 
encourage  the  distribution  of  the  xioly  Scriptares^  in  Qur  own 
and  in  foreign  languages  i 

Any  private  communications^  with  real  signatures,  will  be 
thani^fully  received  at  the  printni^-office  of  Mr.  Bensley,  Bok- 
couit.  Fleet-street,  London^ 

London^  ,  by,  yours  respectfully, 

Mit^  19,  1803*  *  Theo LOCUS* 


ANECDOTE. 


Thowgh  the  following  Anccrjotc  be  not  perfectly  iicw„  the  moral  is  »«x^ 
eeUenty  that  we*c;innot  refuse  the  request  of  our  corre^odent,  oritA 

insertion.  \ 

It  is  written  of  a  gentleman  who  died  very  suddenly,  that 
his  Jester  ran  to  the  other  servants,  and  having  fold  them  that 
their  master  was  dead,  he,  with  mnch  gravity,  iiddfed,  ^'  There  I 
and  where  i&  be  gone  f"  The  servants  replied, '  Why,  he  is 
gone  to  Heaven,  to  be  sure.*  *'  No,"  said  the  Jester ;  *'  he  is  not 
gone  to  Heaven  I  am  certain.'*  The  servants,  with  much 
warmth,  asked.  How  he  knew  that  his  master  was  not  gone  to 
Heaven  ?  The  Jester  then  replied,  *'  Because  Heaven  is  a  great 
wny  off,  and  I  never  knew  my  master  take  along  journey  in  my 
iife,  but  he  always  talked  of  it  some  time  before-hand,  and  also 
made  preparation  for  it ;  but  I  never  heard  him  talk  about  Hea- 
ven, nor  ever  saw  him  making  preparation  for  death  ;  and, 
tberef6re,  I  am  sure  he  is  not  gope  to  Heaven."  R.  R% 


QUERIES, 


I.  What  is  blasphemy  against  the  Holy  Ghost  ?  and  what 


k  the  meaning  of  Mark  iii.  'i8,  29  ? 


2.  What  is  the  import  of  those  word^,  John  vi.  1,3-c— 
**  The  words  that  I  speak  unto  youj  they  i\xe  Spirit  and  they  ^rc 
life."  ^  L.  L.^^ 

3.  A  Backslider  anxiously  enquires  the  meaning  of  that 
jiwful  passage  Heb.  vi/4 — 6, 
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.  THE  DANGERS  AND  PRIVILEGES  OP 
THE    CHRISTIAN. 

^Thc  salvation  of  the  righteous  i$  of  the  Lord  :•  he  is  their  strength 
in  the  time  oftrouble,^^  Da^id.  . 

It  is  the  dtstinguishing  tpirit  of  lOar  holy  religion,  that  it 
allures  not  its  disciples  with  tne  hopes  of  exemption  fi;om  th^ 
cares  and  trbubles  of  humanity.  This  is  the  declaration  of*  its 
ditrine  Author  himself,  "  Whosoever  will  come  after  me,  let  him 
deny  himself>  and  take  up  his  cross  and  follow  me«.''  The  path 
to  glory  is  not  strewed  with  flowers.  The  Candidate  for  the 
honours  that  are  above,  has  many  obstacles  to  surpass,  many 
oppositions  to  encounter,  many  battles  to  fl^ht,  before  he  is  put 
ID  possession  of  his  heavenly  reward.  His  journey  through  life 
is  a  warfare.  The  moment  he  commences  Christian  \ie  enters 
the  lists  with  a  numerous  and  formidable  host  of  enemies.  With 
these  he  must  dispute  every  inch  of  his  ground  ;  and  over  these 
he  niust  be  made  victorious  before  he  is  crowded  with  immortal 
laurel. 

Various  are  the  attacks  which  the  Christian  endures  against 
his  reUgious  life.  The  world,  from  without,  either  smiles  to 
win  him  to  his  ruin,  or  frowns  to  intitnidate  and  shake  him  from 
his  faith ;  while  the  corrupt  principle  within,  still  latent  in  his 
bosom,  b  continually  warring  against  the  law  of  his  mind,  and 
Bfging  him  to  do  violence  to  bis  conscience  and  his  peace^ 
D^cended  from  a  fallen  parent,  the  best  of  men  are  forced  to 
acknowledge  the  influence  of  an  evil  bias,  which,  though  not 
predominant,  is  always  sufficient  to  shew  the  danger  of  relaxing 
m  vidlanoe  and  activity.  The  apostle  to  the  Gentiles  himself 
fottnd  pccasion  to  lament  the  power  of  this  secret  enemy ;  while 
he  professes  his  delight  in  the  law  of  God,  after  the  inward 
man,  he  adds  this  acknowledgement :  '^  But  1  see  another  law 
in  my  members,  warring  against  the  law  of  my  mind,  and 
bringing  me  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  sin,,  which  is  in  my 
imembers," 

This  la#  of  his  members,  of  which  the  Christian  complains^ 
is  the  most  fertile  source  of  his  griefs  through  the  whole  of  his 
probationary  state.  It  is  this  which  impels  to  evil,  when  his  bet- 
ter principles  incline  to  good  ;  — -  it  is  this  whicli  points  the  darts 
4)f  the  wicked  one,  which  gilds  the  baits  of  an  enticing  world, 
and  gives  the  formidable  aspect  to  the  contempt  and  tortures  of 
persecution.  Had  the  enemy  of  souls  no  secret  agent  within 
to  second  his  designs^  the  heart  would  be  in  much  less  dangei^ 
of  surprize  from  temptatjions  without.  But  this  unholy  prin- 
<^le  acts  the  part  of  a  traitor^  maintains  a  secret  correspondence 
with  external  things,  sCrengthens  tlie  virulence  of  siich  as  have 
>#tty  teadeoc^  to  hart  ihe  spiritual  interest^  and  converts  laaujf 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


0,34  BANGEHS  An'd  PRIVILEGES  OF  THE  CHEISTTAV' 

that  are  of  themselves  innocent  and  good,  into   incentives  to 
evil.         '  .      . 

The  Christian  is  a  professed  subject  of  the  King  of  Heaven  : 
he  has  ^worn  allegiance  to  his  governiiiGnt ;  and  the  tenor  of 
bis  oath  is  this, ''  Whom  have  1  in  the  Heavens  but  thee  ?  and 
there  is  none  on  earth  that  I  desire  besides  thee  !"  But  when 
attacked  by  the  cares  and  crosses  of  life,  how  often  is  he  in- 
clined to  withdraw  from  his  allegiance  !  Hi^  urtireiiewed  pas- 
sions and  affections  weave  a  film  over  the  eyes  of  his  mind,  and 
hide  from  his  view  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  God  in  all  that 
concerns  him'.  In  this  state  tlie  Christian  is  most  unhappy. 
It  is  then  chiefly  be  is  induced  to  give  to  .the  road  he  travels 
that  melancholy  name,  a  Vale  of  Tears.  The  tempter,  ever 
tratchfui  for  his  bahinp,  seizes  his  opportunity,  empldys  all  his 
Cunning  and  his  force  to  destroy  his  faith.  Evil  su^i^stions^ 
doubts,  and  fears,  are  thrown  in  to  haxasa  his  soul.  The  world 
joiris  the  enemy,  and  assumes  ev^ry  trying  shape  to  corrupt  hi« 
pFinciijlcs,  and  break,  off  his  hold  of  Heavea.  Pleasure,  in  her 
most  engaging  form-s,  and  arrayed  in  her  gayest  omaments^ 
]»«ets  him  in  his  way ;  she  smiles^^  she  flatters,,  and  xaresees  : 
she  represents  the  path  of  virtue  as  rugged  and  unpleasant,  and 
her  own  as  tlie  easiest  road  to  happiness. .  She  says,  "  I  have 
peace-otTcdngs  with  me  ;  thjs  day  have  I  paid  my  \^wa,  there- 
fore came  Iforth  to.  meet  thee,  diligently  to  seek  thy  face  ;  and  I 
b(kve  found  thee."T**.Slionld  the  attempts  of  Pleasure- faiiftf. their 
M'ioted  pifrpocesj  the  world  wears  another  aspect-  .  Tyranjay  and 
Persecution  will  invade  with  frowns,  menaces,  and  deaths.  'Pkro' 
much  tribulation  miist  the  followers  of  Christ  enter  into  theking^ 
dom  :of  God. .  Ii*  this  they  experience  the  truth  of  tiieir  Master's 
prediction  :  ^*  Because  ye  are  not  of  the  world,  but  I  have 
chosen  you  out  6i'  the  world,  therefore;  the  world  bateth  you. 
Ytia;  the  time  com^h,  that  whosoever  killeth  }tou,..will  think 
{hat  he  doerh  God  service,"  *  .  ; 

'  What  then  is  the  rtian  of  piety  todo  ?  Surrounded  as  he  is 
with  temptations  and  terrors,  is  he  left  defenceless  }  Has  he 
l)o:  means  of  nesistancei  Must  he  fall  an  easy  prey  .to  the  ene- 
my of  his  soul?  No;  for  though,  on  a  review  of  all  his  dis- 
tresses, he  may  exclaim,^—*'  Lord  f  liow  are  they  inoreased  that 
trouble^  me  !  many  are  they  which  rise  up  agaiust.me!"  yet  he 
eari  add,  with  triumph,  —  "  But  thou,  O  Lord,  art  at  Shield  for 
me;  my  glory,  and  die  lifter  up  of  my  head  !"  They  that  be 
with  th€v  Christian  are  mprc  than  they  that  be  against  hin^. 
Tl>c  God  whom  he  serves  has  provided  a  defence  against  everj 
attack  ;  an  antidote  against  every  eTi I. 

'J'he  Christian  indeed  is  sent  like  a  lan^b  among  wolves,  but  he 
is  protecred  by  a  Shepherd  whc^  ne\'er  forsakes  him,  who  is  more 
than  equal  to  ail  iiis  enemies.  He  is  sent  on  a  warfare,  but 
not^it  his  own  charges.  God  has  establishecl  an  armoury,  and 
lurnished  it  gra:uitoiv<^ly  with  yvciy  useful  weapon  :  weapons;. 
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fill  of  divine  workraansliip  ;  '^  not  carmil,  but  mighty,  through, 
Oody  to  the  pulling  down  ot*  strong  holds,  casting  down  imaf^i- 
nations,  and  every  high  thing  that  exalteth  itself  against  the 
knowledge  of  God,  and  bringing  into  captivity  every  thougiit  to 
the  obedience  of  Christ."  An  apostle,  wliowas  well  acquainted 
with  the  efficacy  of  these  weapons,  thus  admirably  dt^scnbes 
them:  "  Wherefore,  take  unto  you  the  whole  armour  of  God, 
that  ye  may  be  able  to  Witlistand  in  the  evil  day  :  bavinc^  your 
Jwins  girt  about  with  truth,  and  having  on  the  brtast-^latt  of 
righteousness ;  and  your  feet  shod  with  the  pnparatiGn  of'  ino, 
gospel  of  peace  ;  above  all,  taking  the  shit/d  of  faith,  wliierewith 
3'e  shall  b^  able  to  quench  all  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked  ;  and 
take  the  hclmct'ot'  salvation,  and  the  sword  of  the  spirit,  which 
is  the  word  of  God."  Thus  clad,  the  Christian  can  do  all  things.* 
Well  instnacted  in  tlie  truths  of  the  gospel^  he  will  be  prepared 
to  answer  the  sophistry  of  the  wicked,  or  calm  the  doubts  «nd 
fears  suggested  to  his  mind  by  the  enemy  of  his  peiicc.  His 
heart  reiving  on  the  righteousness  of  Christ,  no  weapon  formed 
against  bim  can  prosper.  Living  on  the  mild  and  benevolent 
principles  of  the  gospei,'he  will  find  his  ways  productive  of  real 
pleasantness,  and  his  paths  of  holv  peace.  Salvation  procured 
oj  his  divine  Captain,  will  defend  his  head  in  all  times  of  dan- 
ger ;  and  his  word  will  prove  a  powerful  sword  m  his  hand,  to 
clear  his  way  through  all  the  hosts  of  the  Devil.  Above  all, 
bis  faith,  so  long^  as  it  is  used,  will  prevail.  "  Looking  unto 
Jesus,  the  author  and  finisher  of  his  faith,  who,  after  enduring 
tbe  cross,  dt^spising  the  shame,  is  set  down  at  the  right  hand  of 
tiie  throne  of  God,"  he  is  animated  to  every  duly,  and  pi^e- 
pared  for  every  opposition.  Let  not  the  Christian,  theiefore, 
abandon  the  shield  of  faith.  To  what  is  the  efficacy  of  faith 
inadequate  ?  Through  faith,  the  saints  of  old  ^*  subdued  king- 
doms, wrought  righteousness,  obUiined  promises,  stopped  the 
mouths  of  lions,  quenched  the  violence  of  tin  ,  escaped  the 
edge  of  the  sword,  out  of  weakness  were  nttide  strong,  waxed 
v«ifiant  in  fight,  and  turned  to  flight  the  armies  of  the  aliens  ! 

Thus  we  seethe  follower  of  Christ  has  the  greatest  cau:je  of 
any  to  indulge  cheerfulness  of  heart  and  countenance.  How- 
ever multipHed  his  troubles,  the  Lord  delivers  him  out  of  them 
all.  In  the  midst  of  his  severcsit  trials,  he  has  a  consolation  to 
which  the  world  is  a  stranger.  In  taking  up  his  cross  and  fol- 
lowing Christ,  he  renounces  the  world  ;  but  lie  becomes  an  heir 
of  the  kingdom  of  Heaven.  He  incurs  the  hatred  of  a  wicked 
generation  ;  but  shares  in  the  love  ot  God.  He  denies  him- 
iielf  the  tainted  pleasures  of  cune  ;  but  obtains  a  title  to  the 
ibantain  of  the  subUmest  joys  and  pleasures  for  evcrin(jre. ' 

\i  €uch  are  his  present  advantages,  and  sucl)  liis  lioj>es  of 
future  bliss,  how  strong  are  the  inducements  of  the  Christian  to 
perseverance  of  cguduct!  how  great  his  cnjcouragcmcnts  to  for-^ 
titude  of  mind  (  r^   ^'  ^)  • 
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SKETCH  OF 
A  DIALOGUE  AMONG  THE  BLESSED. 

Mnhterif^  Sfirtt,'  Angels  and  saints  rejoice !  I  bring  yoa  a  trophy  at 
TOvercign  grace  from  that  land  of  idols,  Bengal.  To  your  happy  com'* 
pany  I  introduce  the  spirit  of  a  converted  Hindoo. 

Beavenly  Host.  Glory  be  to  God  in  tlic  highest !  All  Heaven  shall  re- 
sound with  the  songs  of  his  redeemed ;  and  let  the  whole  earth  be- filled 
with  his  praises. 

Syam  Dass,  brethren,  I  greet  you  all.  Behold  one,  who,  in  sin,  having 
grown  old,  was  already  ^sinking  into  endless  perdition;  yet  my  soul  has 
been  snatched  as  a  brand  from  the  burning  :  my  former  idols  forsaking, 
of  fin  repenting,  the  true  Saviour  embracing,  I  have  usted  the  sweetness 
of  his  love.    ^ 

Brunsdon,  What,  are  you  one  of  the  first-fruits  of  India  ?  Did  you  come 
hither  from  Serampore  ? 

Syam  Dass.  Yes  ;  there  for/nany  years  I  lived,  following  the  vain  cus- 
toms of  the  Heathen,  and  the  way  of  life  not  knowing.  There  also  I 
heard  the  word  of  truth,  and  found  pardon  through  the  blood  of  Jesus. 

Brunsdon.  How  wepe  you  mduced  to  obey  the  call  of  the  gospel,  and 
made  willing  to  reject  your  cast,  for  the  love  of  the  Saviour  \ 

SyamDass.  I  caimot  say  that  I  lost  my  cast  for  the  love  of  Christ :  I 
had  long  ago  been  drawn,  by  a  far  meaner  passion,  to  make  that  sacrifice; 
for,  "without  any  sort  of  marriage,  I  had  lived  above  thirty  years  with* 
feringhec  woinan. 

Brunsdon.  How  then  was  you  delivered  from  that  ensnaring  connexion^ 
which,  whil^  it  prevented  the  pride  of  rm/  from  operating  on  your  mind, 
would  yet  form  a  strong  objection,  though  of  a  different  kind,  to  your  em- 
bracing a  holy  gospel  ? 

Syam  Dass.  As  I  confined  myself  entirely  to  this  woman,  I  djd  not  see, 
at  my  first  conviction  of  sin,  the  evil  of  thus  living  with  her ;  but  as 
light  increased,  I  was  grieved  at  my  having  done  all  things  during  my 
state  of  heathenism,  in  an  unholy  manner.  Then  consulting  the  Mission- 
ary brethren,  I  deteroiined,  accordifig  to  their  advice,  to  be  married  be** 
fore  many  witnesses.  This  was  done  at  the  Mission-house,  not  after  the 
form  of  the  Hindoos,  but  with  prayer  and  exhortation,  asbecometh, 
saints,  who  perform  all  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 

Brunsdon.  O  !  -Brother  Fountain,  here  is  a  saved  Hindoo !  Though 
we  were  not  permitted  to  gather  in  much  of  our  Lord's  harvest,  yet  the 
work  of  the  Saviour  is  going  on  in  Bengal. 

Fonntain.  I  know  it  already ;  for  Brother  Powell  also  is  just  arrived, 
who  has  been  telling  me  news  which  rejoices  all  my  soul.  The  kiioDV* 
ledge  of  our  Redeemer  is  beginning  to  spread  up  the  country,  in  a  mo^e 
remarkable  manner  than  ever  we  witnessed.  Many  scores  have  broken 
^  the  chain  of  the  cast\  and  numbers  are  studying  the  Scriptures,  and  have 
resolved  to  avow  themselves  the  disciples  of  Christ.  I  siippose  this  is 
the  Spirit  of  Syam  Dass,  the  first  martyr  of  India. 

Syam  Dass.  Very  unworthy  was  I  of  such  an  honour;  yet  I  confess,  to 
the  praise  of  our  beloved  Jesus,  that  X  Iqst  my  Mfe  in  endeavouring  to 
subserve  his  cause. 

Fountain.  Has  any  revolution  in  that  sinful  world  which  you  have  left, 
given  power  to  the  Brahmans  of  persecuting  the  ibllcwers  of  Christ  e 
Surely,  neither  the  Danish  nor  the  British  gov^nment  voul4  sapctioa 
such  a  deed. 

Syam  Dass.  No,  brother;  the  state  of  outward  thinp  remains  utu 
ch^pg^  \  apd  both  governments  arc  more  iad  mor^  qouvincc^  ©if  tfcc  Sjn- 
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♦fgrityof the MUsionary brethren.     Byaiayrless  mob  wast  irmrdcred, 
returning  from  the  country  to  Serampore. 

PowelL  Brother  Da^s,  I  rejoice  to  sec  you ;  4ind  to  meet  you  also,  dear 
BruDsdon^  in  thi»  blessed  world  1  I  have  been  telling  Brother  TiMmas 
how  the  Lord  enabled  ^our  Hindoo  brother  to  seal  his  testimony  with  hit 
blood.  JHe  will  communicate  the  iiews  to  Grant :  indeed  it  will  syread 
swifter  than  lightning  through  these  realms  of  bliss.  All  Heaven  re- 
joices in  your  miration,  and  admires  tl>e  grace  wluch  jnadc  yau  faithM 
unto  death. 

7/iomas.  Saved  Hindoo  t  *  lVe  have  brought  brother  Stephen,  the  first 
martyr  in  the  days  of  the  apostles,  to  congratulate  thee  on  the  iioaoor 
which  Christ  has  conferred  upon  ^hce. 

•SyamDiss  Venerable  Stephen,  for  thy  history  I  thank  my  ^dear  Sa- 
viour, and  holy  brother  Luke,  who  recorded  it.  Of  thee  J  thought  when 
1  was  dying,  and  endeavoured,  Jike  thee,  to  pray  for  my  murderers. 

Stephen^  Our  Lord  is  the  same  yesterday,  to.dayy  and  for  ever.  He  It 
conqueror  over  Death  and  Hell,  who  alone  gave  us  the  victory.  I  re- 
joice in  thee  as  a  monument  of  his  unchanging  grace.  Let  ais  fdr  ever 
celebrate  his  praise. 

Syam  Doss*  Not  unto  us,  not  unto  Ws,  but  unto  his  glorious  name  is  all 
the  glory  due !  Once  I  hardly  dared  have  thought  ot  calling  thee,  who 
was  so  early  employed  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  my  brother  ;  but  I  now 
feci  that  we  are  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus.  AlUpride  is  removed  fit)ia  my 
heart,  while  I  am  also  freed  from  all  fear,  and  ^very  kind  of  painful  sen- 
sation 4  I  perceive  in  yoii,  my  honoured  Brother,  the  most  perfect. humi- 
lity  and  benevolence  ;  and  I  enjoy  your  holy  love  with  the  warmest  re- 
turn of  gratitude  and  complacency. 

'  Grant.  O  beloved  Hinaoo  I  I  rejoice  greatly  to  behold  thee  in  this 
state  of  bliss.  In  all  the  triumphs  of  grace  do  I  ^xult  ^  but  to  see  one -of 
the  natives  of  that  country,  where  I  once  hoped  to  have  been  employed 
for  my  blessed  Saviour,  affords  me  pectiliar  pleasure.  My  spiritual 
father  Marshman,  I  find,  is  happiVy  succeeded  in  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

S^am  Doss.  Yes  ;  he  has  lately  been  up  the  country  witli  Pectumber, 
Alitter,  and  Bharat,  to  visit  a  number  of  Hindoos,  who  had  for  some  time 
keen  convinced  ^f  the  fallacy  of  the  old  religions  of  tlie  country  ;  anK)r^ 
whom  God  seemed  to  have  been  preparii^  his  way,  almost  as  he  pre- 
-pared  the  friends  of  Cornelius  for  the  visit  of  Peter.  Ivlany  now  appear 
to  be  earnestly  seeking  the  true  way  of  life,  and  are  determined  toowji  tlie 
Jiame  of  Christ. 

Grant.  Welcome,  dear  Brother,  welcome  to  the  skies  1  But  tell  tjs 
liow  you  finished  your  course,  and  experienced  the  pow^r  of  our  Loi'd  to 
support  you,  when  suffering  death  by  tJie  hands  of  violence^ 

Syam  Doss.  Brother  Bharat  had  been  sent  up  the  country,  to  the  new 
^quirers  ^er  the  gospel,  with  letters  -from  the  Missionaries,  and  re- 
turned in  safety.  1  also  was  willing  to  carry  a  written  n^ssage,  to  inform 
my  countrymen  of  tlie  Friend  ot  sinners.  There  were  many  HiiKioos,  at 
another  place,  nearer  to  Serampore,  whp  despising  tl>c  Dehtahs^a^n^  not  be. 
lieving  Mahomet  to  be  divinely  commissioned,  owned  that  there  was  one 
lGod ;  but  knew  not  how  he  would  be  ser\'ed,  nor  how  sinners  could  be 
saved.  To  them  I  carried  a  loving  invitation,  to  call  thcra  to  that  Saviour 
who  come  to  save  the  los^  and  unworthy.  They,  seeming  more  inclined 
to  cast  off  all  religion  than  to  embrace  the  holy  gospel,  did  not  pay  great 
attention  \o  the  representation  pf  our  brethren.  Yet  tJ>ey  received  me 
civilly  •  and  many  of  them  took  our  papers,  and  some  copies  of  God^s 
word^  which  they  promised  to  read.  Thus  they  dismissed  me,  with  a 
letter  to  the  Missionaries.  But  ai  1  was  returning,  many  Hindoos  were 
liu(d  upon  their  idols,  being  also  stirred  up  by  the  Brahmans,  AvJto  feared 
|h<  progress  of  the  gospel^  and,  besetting  me  round,  murdeied  lue. 
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Ihofjfas,    How  was  your  miiMi  afiectcd  when  you  perceivcJ  their  mai^ 
derous  intentions  ? 

Syam  Dass.  Fear  for  a  mommt  prevailing,  I  strove  to  make  my 
^  escape  ;  but  fkiding  that  impossible,  and  thinking  of  the  love  of  Christ, 
who  laid  down  Jiis  lite  for  mc,  1  felt  willing,  if  such  should  be  bis  plea- 
sure, to  idy  my  life  down  for  lum.  If  the  great  arid  glorious  Saviour  died 
for  poor  unworthy  sinnel-s,  why  should  not  a  saved  sinner  die  for  his  gra- 
cious Saviour  ?  A  transient  tiiought  of  my  wife^  and  her  son  Neeloo^ 
occurred  to  my  mind,  —  fearing  lest  my  death  should  make  theni  more 
averse  to  embracing  the  gospel ;  and  I  knew  it  woujd  greatly  grieve  my 
brethren  and  teachers ;  but  I  gave  them  all  up  to  our  wise  Ji:id  loving 
Lord.  Calling  on  him  to  receive  my  spirit,  it  soon  left  the  body.  Thca 
at  once  my  powers  seemed  lost  in  a  calm  raptCire,  — love,  confidence,  and 
joy  filling  aU  my  mind;  while  I  perceived  an  .holy  angel  joining  me  i«. 
songs  of  praise,  who  sy>eedily  conducted  me  to  these  blest  abodes. 

Fearce.  Hindoo  brother  1  Though  I  never  saw  the  plains  of  Bengal,  yet 
have  1  in  yonder  world  poured  out  incessant  prayers  tor  the  success  of  the 
mission.  I  think  it  the  greatest  honour  omr  Lord  put  upon  me  on  tf^th^ 
that  he  stirred  me  up  to  be  one  of  the  first  who  promoted  the  plan  :  and^ 
had  lie  seen  fit  so  to  have  employed  me,  I  would  most  gladly  have  bc- 
co«|e  myself  a  Missionary.  My  dear  coumrj'mcny  who  were  so  soon 
called  away  from  their  work  in  India,  when  the  fields  first  seemed  ripe 
for  harvest,  have  given  liie  great  joy,  by  the  information  they  brought^ 
thiit  several  ot  your  coMntrymen  had  become  obedient  to  the  faith  j  but 
your  arrival  here  affords  me  still  higher  pleasure. 

Syam  Dass.     Are  you  that  charming  Pearce  whose  memoirs  were  sent 

to  our  brethren  I     Felix  once  tran^ljjted  to  me  some  of  your  letters,  and 

the  sweet  account  of  your  d^ath.     How  will  our  nation  for  ever  bless  your 

gracious  Lord,  for  filling  your  heart,   and  the  hearts  Qf  your  brethren  in 

,  England^  with  such  tender  concern  for  our  salvation  I 

Pearce,  I  am  that  saved  sinner.  O  what  a  debtor  to  grace  am  I !  So  iiv 
deed  are  we  all .  Heaven  is  full  of  insolvent  debtors,  who  never,  never  can 
yepay  our  exalted  Imraaimel  for  the  love  which  passes  knowledge  \  How 
could  we  taste  it  on  earth,  and  not  be  constrained  to  greater  activity  I 

Syam  Das ^.  O  happy  English^  wlio  have  enriched  Bengal  with  the 
kiwwledge  of  such  a  Saviour  \ 

Pearce.  Here  is  the  blessed  Erskinc,  from  Scotl.ind,  which  is  the 
•OFthern  part  of  Britain,  who  helped  our  little  Society  with  his  prayer?^ 
from  its  very  commencement.  He  was,  on  earth,  a  generous  lover  of  all 
good  men,"^of  \\  hatever  denomination.  If  they  did  but  love  Jesus  Christ 
iR  sincerity,  he  loved  them  vvirh  a  purfc  heart  fervemly. 

Sjaa.  Dass-.  Why,  could  any  one,  whose  heart  was  puxified  by  faith  in 
Christ,  *do  otherwise  ? 

EmJcine*  Ah,  Syam  f  y^\^  never  knew  how  the  Christians  ef  Europe 
ife  divided  into  a  variety  of  sects  ;  and  though  the  things  in  which  they 
agree  are  far  more  numerous  and  more  important  than  those  on  which 
they  differ,  yet  tliey  find  many  imy'.edimcnts  to  their  union,  arising  iTou\ 
the  evils  of  their  hearts,  and  the  craft  of  Satan,  v^ho  makes  use  of  these 
4lifierences  fo  check  their  Jjove.  I  bless  Goi  that  I  habitually  felt  a 
strong  aifection  for  all  the  friends  of  free  grace  and  true  holiness;  and 
»ow  that  which  was  kicking  in  my  love  below,  is  perfectly  supplied.  I 
lejoicc  exceedingly  that  the  labours  of  my  Baptiit  brethren  have  beerx 
crowned  with  bucccss  ;  and  1  am  persuaded.  Brother  JDass^  thaJt  your 
%k)od  will  be,  as  it  were,  the  seed  of  the  church'. 

Syam  Dass,  I  feel  perfectly  assured  that  our  Lord  will  ovbnmle  all^for 
the  good  of  hi&  own  cause.  He  will  care  for  my  brethren,  -and  comfort 
their  hearts  ;  and,  perhaps^  my  widow  and  her  son  may -be  l^rought  alaa 
to  know  his  name. 

Exiliiu:.    My  Brother  Edvvaidsj^  who  was  lately  Presi^cn^  ol  Schca^c* 
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tady  College,  in  America,  to  whose  correspondence  I  introduced  sonje  of 
your  English  friends,  has  brought  his  dear  father  with  him, -to  congratu- 
late you  on  your  arrival. 

Ed'w^rds,  junior.  1  he  saved  of  all  countries  and  all  ages  meet  here^ 
with  the  most  cordial  artection,  and  exult  m  each  other's  happiness  ;  but 
it  affords  a  peculiar  gratification  to  fee  t!ie  first-fruits  of  a  country.so  long 
over-run  with  false  religion  and  idolatry. 

Syam  Doss.  Surely,  no  country  on  earth  can  be  sunk  lower  in  i^^o- 
ance,  vice,-  and  cruel  superstition  than  mine  1  Yet  there,  our  Lord  hav- 
ing begun  to  triuirtph,  will  doubtless  prevail  overall  opposition.  I  rc- 
iwembcr  how  Brother  i*cetumber  once  exulted  in  the  thought :  "  There 
is,"  said  he,  ••an  irrevocable  decree,  that  Christ  Jebu^  shall  be  mani* 
fested  to  Bengal." 

Edwards,  senior,  VVhq  can  doubt  it,  that  has  any  acquaintance  with  the 
most  sure  words  of  prophecy,  contained  in  the  Scriptures  of  truth  ?  The 
real  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts  is  pledged  for  their  accomplishment.  I  re. 
member  that  when  I  lived  upon  earth,  '*  My  heart  was  much  set  on  the 
advancement  of  Chri$t*s  kingdom  in  tl>c  world.  When  I  read  the  history 
of  oast  ages,  the  p)easantei>t  thing  in  all  my  reading  was,  the  promotion 
of  the  cause  of  Christ.  Whenever  I  expected,  in  a  course  of  reading,  to 
come  to  any  uccpunts  of  this  sort,  I  reckoned  upon  it  all  the  way  I  read  ; 
and  my  mind  ♦vas  then  delighted  with  the  prophecies  of  the  future  tri- 
umphs of  the  Redeemer.^'  The  accounts  which  my  dear  son  and  others, 
vho  have  lately  come  to  this  upper  world,  have  given  me,  respecting  the 
Societies  foriped  in  Britain  and  America,  for  the  Propagation  of  the 
Gospel,  have  afforded  me  unutterable  pleasure. 

Grant,  lii my  last  illness  1  felt  somewhat  dejected  at  the  prospect  of 
being-  ndmoved  before  L  could  do  any  thing  for  God,  or  had  seen  the 
brethren  who-weixt  be^re  us  to  India,  But,  as  soon  as  Death  tore  the 
veil  from  my  eyes,  I  s^w  cause  for  notI\ing  but  satisfaction  and  gratitude. 
God  made  Brother  M^lrshman  the  chief  instrument  of  saving  me  from  in- 
fidelity and  error ;  and  (hen  employed  me  as  the  means  of  turning  his 
TTiirid  to  Missionary  woik.  I  am  received  into  this  heavenly  state  ;  while 
he  continues  with  dear  Bc^tlrcr  Ward,  and  wirli  the  excellent  Carey, 
whom  I  -never  saw  on  eartl),,to  labour  with  diligence  and  increasing  suc- 
cess. My  widow  also  is  serviceable  in  the  concerns  ofthefimily?  and 
mv  children  are  training  up,  I  trust,"  for  future  usefulness.  AW  ii  wcJi  : 
alf  "Ras  been  ordered  by  infallible  wibdom. 

Edwards f  jitmcr^  Your  brethreii  must  have  been  greatly  tried  by  the 
successive  removals  of  their  fellpw-labour^rs.  But  what  they  know  not 
novf  they  shall  fully  understand  in  futurity.  Brother  Dais's  death,  n^ 
doubt,  afflicts  them .  exceedingly' ;  but  still  it  is  couracrbalanced  by 
their  success  up  the  country.  Greater  opposition  must  be  expected,  as 
^»tah  feels  htskingdbm  shaken.  All  others  that  are  0]ii;a£^ed  in  Mis* 
€ionary  attempts  must  expect  like  tnah,  tlwugh  they  may  tlilier  in  vari- 
ous /ctrcumstafices.  Bpt  this  Hindoo  brother  is  like  tlie  sheaf  of  the  6tit- 
fruits  which  was  ordereji  to  be  waved  before  the  Lord.  The  harvest 
shall  follow  in  Bengal  and  in  all  nations.  They  thit  go  forth  weeping, 
bearittg  precious  seed,   shall  in  due  time  reap,  -not  fainting. 

Stephen.  Let  us  attend  our  brother  to  the  throne  of  the  slaughtered 
Lainb  ;  in  whose  book  of  life^  it  now  appear  j,  liis  jiame  was  written  before 
the  world  began. 

Sain/s.  Salvation  to  our  God,  who  sitteth  upon  the  throne  j  and  unt« 
the  Lamb,  w  ho  hath  redeemed  our  souls  with  his  blood  ! 

Angeh.  Amen!  Blessing,  aiui  glory,  and  wisdom,  aiid  thanksgivthj, 
und  honour,  and  j^wtr,  and  might,  be  unt9  our  God  t^  ever  9nd  ever  t 
Amen.  S.  €, 
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THE  FAMrLY  OF  THE  NARROW  -  SOULS  ; 

tluir  Origin  and  Manners. 

AN  ALLEGORY. 


■  Mr.  Narrow-soul,  the  father  of  the  family,  was  the  imme- 
dilate  desceBdant  of  Mr.  Loveself  and  Mrs.  Saveafl.  Though 
an  only  son>  he  had  not  the  advantage  of  a  liberal  education,  as; 
his  mother  had  a  particular  aversion  to  public  seminaries.  •  She. 
often  used  to  say,Tliat  it  would  cost  more  to  maintain  one 
$:hikl  at  a  boarding-school  than  to  bring  up  three  at  home  : 
whatever  they  might  learn  at  those  places,  tliey  were  never 
taught  tl>e  value  of'  money;  which^  in  her  estimation,  was  of 
more  importance  than  all  the  learning  in  the  world:  besides 
this,  she  insisted  upon  it,  that  their  beads  were  filled  with 
notions  wliic'h  made  them  unfit  for  business,  and  that  they  a.c- 
quired  habks  of  extravagance  under  the  idea  of  liberality  ; 
which  were  extremely  prejudicial  to  their  interests.  Thus  cir- 
cumstanced, poor  Narrow-soul  had  no  opportunity  of  obtaining 
any  useful  knowledge,  beyond  what  he  could  pick  up  at  a  little 
day-school  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  add  to  this,  that  be  had  na* 
turally  a  rery  great  aversion  to  reading,  in  which  disposition 
he  was  unhappily  encouraged  by  botn  parents;  for  it  was 
grown  into  a  proverb  with  them.  That  people  would  never  get 
iorward  in  the  world  who  were  always  poring  over  books,  ex- 
cepting only  those  hooks  which  were  necessary  in  keeping  ac- 
counts ;  —  and  these,  they  odmitted,  could  not  be  inspects  too 
often,  or  examined  too  closely. 

When  Narrow-soiil  arrived  at  years  of  maturity,  it  so  hap- 
pened, that  he  fell  in  love  with  Party-zeal.  She  was  the  eldest 
dauahter  of  Superstition,  a  descendant  of  the  ancient  family  of 
llie  Bigots,  who,  for  many  years,  had  their  principal  residence 
fft  Rome.  His  parents  made  no  objection  to  the  match  ;  only 
bis  mother  was  rather  tearful,  lest  the  object  of  his  attach  men  t> 
who  was  of  a  quick  and  lively  turn,  should  lead  him  into  ex* 
j)ences,  which  were  not  quite  compatible  with  her  views  of  eco* 
Homy.  She  did  not,  however,  oppose  the  union ;  which  ac- 
cordingly took  place,  and  proved  the  source  of  a  numerous 
progeny. 

Their  descendants  have  alSo  multiplied  to  that  degree,  that 
there  are  few  families  which  may  not  be  traced  to  one  or  other 
of  them,  though  they  are  seldom  willing  to  o\yn  the  extractioEu 
They  are  indeed  of  various  denominations,  and  called  by  dif- 
ferent names;  yet  a  family- Jikeness  may  be  observed  in  them 
all.  They  particularly  resemble  old  Love-self;  and  ,those  wha 
possessctl  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  that  gentleman,  would 
ihd  no  diilicult^  in  discovering  the  lineaments  of  his  fac^  iu 
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bis  iiHmerou3  posterity.  Though  descended  from  the  same 
original  stock,  they  are  often  at  variance  with  one  another^  ^ 
they  are  divided  into  distinct  classes  or  tribes,  who  reffard  each 
other  with  the  greatest  antipathy;  so  that  the  world  has  fre- 
«|uently  been  disturbed,  and  whole  nations  desolated,  tbrougli 
the  attempts  that  have  been  made  by  one  or  other  of  the  tribes 
to  externiinate  the  rest.   ^ 

Some,  perhaps,  may  be  ready  to  enquire  what  religious  sen- 
timents they  profess.  It  would  be  very  difficult  to  jgive  a  satis- 
factory answer  to  this  question,  since  it  might  easily  be  proved, 
that  there  is  no  sentiment  in  religion,  either  true  or  false,  which 
has  not  been  fiercely  contended  for  by  some  of  their  tribes.  It 
may  be  remarked,  however,  that  let  tlie  particular  denomina- 
tion be  what  it  may,  the  distinguishing  characteristics  of  that 
denomination,  have  always  been  considered  by  them  as  fitter 
objects  of  religious  zeal  than  the  fundamental  truths  of  the 
gospel,  or  the  common  interests  of  Christianity ;  and  they  would 
f  ejoice  more  at  the  success  of  their  efforts  in  making  a*  pro- 
selyte from  one  tribe  to  another,  than  in  converting  a  sinnei:  from* 
the  error  of  bis  ways  :  nor  would  the  news  of  a  whole  nation  of 
heathen  embracing  the  gospel,  give  them  so  much  pleasure 
as  to  hear  of  the  spread  of  their  own  peculiar  sentiments,  an^ 
the  increase  of  their  party.  This  being  the  case,  we, need  riot 
be  surprized  that  Missionary  efforts  have  never  met  with  their 
cordial  approbation.  As  the  principal  promoters  of  such  bene- 
volent attempts  utterly  disclaim  all  party-views,  they  present  no- 
thing that  can  appear  sufficiently  interesting  to  Narrow-souls ; 
some  of  whom  go  so  far  as  to  say,  that  the  gospel  ought  not  to 
be  preached  to  smners  at  all ;  in  direct  opposition  to  the  commis- 
sion of  our  Lord,  and  the  example  of  his  apostles.  ''  As  well," 
they  will  say,  ^'  may  you  preach  to  the  dead  in  the  church-yard 
as  to  those  who  are  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins:"  as  ifcai'nal 
reason  should  be  attended  to  rather  than  the  command  of 
Christ,  who  has  positively  said, "  Preach  the  gospel  to  every 
creature."  Thus  do  they  err,  not  knowing  the  Scriptures,  nor 
the  power  of  God,  who  can  and  will,  when  it  is  his  pleasure, 
give  efficacy  to  his  own  word,  and  cause  the  dead  in  s'm  to  hear 
the  voice  of  tlie  Son  of  God  and  live. 

In  commercial  concerns,  there  are  none  who  have  met  with 

Ereater  success  than  the  I^arrow-souls.  Among  those  who 
ave  acquired  large  fortunes  from  small  beginnings,  there  are 
luany  who  belong  to  this  family ;'  nor  Is  it  to  be  wondered  at^ 
for  the  powers  of  the  mind,  like  streams  of  water  confined 
within  a  nai-row  compass,  and  directed  to  a  particular  object, 
exert  tliemselves  in  pursuit  of  that  object  with  a  force  and  im- 
petus which  is  not  to  be  expected  m  those  whose  views  ai% 
mor^  eaiarge<l«  and  the  .otyects  of  their  atuiation  mor«  ^ 
f  ersificd. 
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Th€lre  being  somanv  various  classes  of  Narrow-sbols,  it  is  im- 
possible to  give,a  particular  description  that  would  exactly  suit 
them  all;  for,  in  many  instances,  they  materially  differ  from  each 
father,  yet,  in  the  geaeral  outline  of  their  character^  there  is  a 
"very  striking  resemblance.  As  for  example,  they  are  universally 
contracted  m  their  views,  selfish  in  their  aims,  mean  in  their 
pursuits,  and  miserable  in  then*  tempers;  unhappy  in  them* 
selves,  and  the  source  of  unhappincss  to  all  about  them,  especi- 
ally their  inferiors  and  dependents.  Niju» 


ORIGINAL    LETTEIIS. 
1.  TromJke  late  Rev.  Mr.  Walker,  tf  Trur^^ 

TO  MR.  S.  SU£A;r'£,  LONDON. 

Very  de^r  Sir, 

The  generous  present  of  boots  sent  me  by  the  Society*  and 
\t)urself,  demanded  my  grateful  thanks  long  ago.     But,  partly, 
I  was  hindered  by  an   extraordinaiy  Work  5  and,  pnrtly,  I  was 
JwilKng  to  communicate  something  or  the  success  of  that  work, 
"when  i  should  be   acknowledging  the  receipt  of  those  books, 
which  came  so  providentially  to  help  me  in  it.     It  w^s  but  a 
week  after  the  books  came  to  my  hands,  that  there  was  a  very 
srngt^lar  call  for  them ;  and  I  was  particularly  pleased  that  it 
hacl  been  so  seasonably  put  in  my  power  to  give  every  soldier  a 
'**  Compassionate  Address :"  a  tract,  for  size,  matter,  and  ad- 
dress, the  fittest  in  the  world  for  their  use.    You  perceive,  th^ 
work   I  mean   has  been   among  soldiers ;  three  companies  of 
whom,  amounting  to  about  iGcrmCd,  were  sent  to  winter  with 
cs  the  beginning  of  November.    1  endeavoured  to'  Jose  ho  timii 
.tvith  them ;  but,  without  delay,  preached  a  sermon  exfraordi- 
nary  on  their  account,  the  Lord's  Day  afternoon,  caUed  by  the 
people  here.  The  Soldiers*  Sermons.    There  was  great  difficulty 
to  get  their  attendance  to  hear  it :  for,  though  they  are  ordered 
to  be  at  cfliurch  in  the  morning,  and  brought  thither  by  their 
6fflt'ei"S,  yet  their  manner  has  bl*en  t6  turn  off  at  the  door.     In 
this  point  I  wj^s  helped  by  the  zeal  of  m}^  dear  people  of  the  so- 
ciety, whq  made  it  rheir  business  to  speak  to  these  poor  crea- 
tures ;  giving  them  proper  ndvice,  and  prevailing  witli  a  few  of 
them  to  fee  at  church,  as  was  ^vi^hed.    lliey  soon  became  a 
largfc  number:  and  our  labours  were  so  blessedtothem  andud, 
that  in  less  than  three  weeks  a  full  hundred  of  them  came  to 
jwy  house,  asking  what  the}' must  do.     This  Was  what  I  aimed 
at,  an  opportunity  of  personal  and  free  application.     The  ef- 
fects have  been  very  striking.     One  or  two  of  thie  whole  only 
«x6epted,  you  tf ould  iiave  seen  tkeir  countenances  changing, 
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teirs  often  bursting  from  their  eyes,  and  Gonfessions  of  their 
exceeding  sinfulness  and  danger  breaking  from  their  mouths* 
I  have  scarcely  heard  such  a  thing  as  selt-^xcusing  from  any  of 
them;  while  their  desire  to  be  instru<?ted,  and  uDoommou 
thankfulness  for  the  least  pains  used  upon  them  by  any  of  ui, 
have  been  very  remarkable.  Such  promising  symptoms  gava 
me  great  confidence  it  would  come  to  something ;  and  more  soj 
when  1  found  that  many  of  them  were  greatly  stirred  up  to  pray. 

Many  of  them^  as  was  to  be  expected,  soon  went  baelc. 
Nevertheless,  thus  far  both  they  and  the  others,  who  never 
came  near  me,  are  plainly  infiuenced,  that  a  certain  fear  has 
restrained  them  from  swearing  and  cursing  (which,  when  they 
came  hither,  was  universally  their  practice) ;  has  engaged  tliem 
to  attend  pubKc  worship ;  and  at  least  so  far  biassed  their  oon* 
duct,'  that  nailitary  punishments  are  grown  much  less  frequent  . 
among  them,  Therc  are  about  twenty  >vho  have  kept  close  to 
the  means ;  and  concerning  whom  1  have  encouraging  hope 
that  a  good  work  is  begun  in  them.  Indeed,  conviction  of  sin 
appears  to  have  gpne  deep  with  them ;  and  they  are  crying  after 
Christ  with  such  marks  of  godly  sorrow,  as  make  me  hope  it 
i^  indeed,  sorrow  which  worketh  repentance  unto  salvation. 

These,.  I  intend,  shall;  be  united  together  when  they  leave 
w,  under  tbe  name  of  The  Soldkri  oocieii/ ;  having  already 
drawn  up  regulations  for  that  purpose,  in  such  a  latitude  as  wift 
consist  with  their  being  of  different  oomraunions.  While  h^re, 
tb^y make  part  of  our  society;  by  the  exercises  of  which,  as 
well  as  by  meetings  I  particubrly  give  them  for  their  use,  they 
«eem  to  be  much  established.  W  hat  such  a  society  of  soldier^ 
Bwy  produce  amongst  that  body  of  iften,  God  only  knows.  Yet 
I  would  comfort  myself  with  the  hope,  it  may  pfease  the  Lord4t 
shall  go  farther* 

It  may  be  observed,  that  seven  of  these,  yh.  six  Scotch-* 
men  and  one  English  Dissenter,  have  enjoyed  the  benefit  of 
religions  knowledge  in  their  youth  :  the  rest  I  find  totally  igno* 
rant  of  every  thing  relating  to  Christ,  except  two.  Concerning 
the  former,  I  cannot  but  admire  the  mysteriousnesa  of  God's 
ways,  in  leading  them  from  one  end  of  the  island  quite  to  the 
otlier,  to  do  liis  work  upon- them.  Yet,  withal,  there  is  an  evi» 
dent  reasonableness  in  this  proeedure;  for  by  some  unaocus* 
tomed  outbreakings  in  their  conduct,  since  they  have  been^jol* 
ffiers,  they  were  become  more  open  to  conviction.  The  ignoJ» 
?«nce^f  the  others  has  furnished  me  with  a  new  and  more  en* 
ktfged  ground  of  lamepiing  the  superficial  use,  or  total^eglect, 
ivf  ctteohizingamong  us  ;  to  which,  I  must  think,  is  to  be  sin* 
Stdariyaserited  our  sod  estJ^e  respetthig  practical  religion.  ^ 

Such  a  display  of  divine  grace  as  I  have  been  representing* 
ought  it  not  to  be  regarded  as  a  token  for  good  ?  It  is  plain.  Sir, 
tllf  {|Ord  hA»  uo^  foiii^eB  ^  utterly,    And  may  we  pot  reasoa* 

lis 
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ably  hope  he  will  b6  with  our  armies,  if  his  servants  fight  in  th^ 
battles  ?  I  can  enlarge  no  more  at  present,  I  beg  you,  dear 
Sir,  to  present  my  respectful  thanks  to  the  society,  and  that 
you  will  inform  them  of  the  use  made  of  their  bounty*  I  be- 
seech you  remember  us  at  the  throne  of  grace ;  and  be  assured 
that  1  am,  very  sincerely. 

Your  aflbctionate  friend 

and  servant  in  the  Lord, 
Truro^  Jan.6,  }756.  S.  Walker^ 


IL   LETTER  OF  THE  REV.  DR.  CONYERS. 

As  scarcely  any  remains  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Conyers,,  Rector  of  St. 
Paul's,  Deptford,  are  in  possession  of  the  public,  we  trust  that  the 
following  letter,  written  by  him  to  one  of  his  spiritual  children,  will  not 
be  unacceptable. 

My  dearest  and  best  beloved  Child, 

I  RECEIVED  your  kind  and  very  affectionate  letter;  buthav^ 
lieen  prevented  answering  you,  time  after  time,  by  indisposition, 
fi^tigue,  and  the  daily  calls  of  my  ministry.  I  perceive,  that  wlieu 
you  yrtoie  to  me,  you  were  still  labouring  under  your  usual  dead- 
iiess  of  soul :  it  is  a  heavy  trial,  but  God  will  appear  for  you.  I 
ivould  recommend,  and  you  have  often  heard  me  recommend,  a 
#erious  meditatibn  upon  the  suiferinss  of  our  Lord :  I  would  set 
before  your  eye&  that  eternal  life  which  is  with  him,  and  in 
him;.l  would  point  out  to  you  a  thousand  loveUnesses  in  oar 
great  DeUverer ;  I  would  set  before  you  delicious  fare ;  but,  my 
child  knows  1  cannot  provide  him  an  appetite;  yet,  at  the  same 
timf ,  he  knows  who  can,  and  who  will.  O  call  upon  him,  cry 
mightily  to  him,  give  him  no  rest,  till  you  are'  made  a  living 
temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost, — till  you  are  baptized  with  fire  froai 
aboye,— a  fire  that  will  burn  up  all  vour  dross.  Your  Lord  has 
long  delaved  his  coming,  but  glori/y  his  name  by  a  steady  trust 
in  him ;  let  not  an  unbelieving  thought  enter  into  your  heart; 
tli<e  strength  of  Israel  cannot  Tie.  Look  to  it,  that  you  stumble 
not  at  your  own  infirmities :  his  mercy  is  undeserved  mercy ;  his 
grace  IS  fr^e  ^race.  Labour  not  for  qualifications :  I  know  of 
none  we  have,  except  misery  and  helplessness,  and  wretched- 
ness and  sin;  the  rest  is  absolutely  all  his  own.  Labour  after 
a  will  swallowed  up  in  the  wilt  ot  God ;  labour  after  holy  and 
sanctified  affections ;  call  for  grace,  to  enable  you  to  morti]^  the 
corruptions  of  the  flesh,  and  to  bring  your  passions  into  a  swee 
obedience  to  the  Lord  Jesus. 

I  long  after  yop, 
• .  in  the  boweU  of  Jesua  Christ, 

^  R,  Co|iY£lL8# 
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THE  GREAT  ASSIZE. 


%ttu  EoiTOt,  » 

There  is  scarcely  any  litnation  or  circumsiatice  in  «nd 
from  which  (when  in  a  suitable  frame  ot*  mind)  vte  may  nut  de* 
live  instruction.  1  have  lately  been  a  witness  of  the  solemnitiei 
and  proceedings  of  a  country  assize ;  and  as  they  much  inie- 
'rcsied  me,  1  shall,  without  reser\'e,  communicate,  to  you  iny 
reflections  uponjthe  occasion.  When  the  trumpets  proclaimed 
the  approach  of  the  Judge,  with  bells  ringing,  &c.  I  could  nol 
help  thinkine  of  that  solemn,  yet  joyful  period  to  the  beJie\*er^, 
when  he  ahaJl  be  caught  up  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air;  *'  whom 
having  not  seen,-  he  has  loved,  and  in  whom,  ihoui^ii  now  he. 
sees  hmi  not,  yet  believiftg,  he  has  oft  rejoiced, with  joy  un^prrak- 
able,  and  full  ot  glory."  Oh,  who  can  speak  the  rapturous  de* 
lights  of  fmch  an  int^view  !  •^  Lo  !"  (says  the  redeemed  soul  to 
an  assembled  universe)  "this  is  my  Godi  1  have  waitol  foe 
him  !  this  is.'rty  Beloved,  «nfl  this  is  my  XVicnd !"  Oh,  the  tri- 
umphs of  such  an  exclamation  !  **  And  thou"  (says  the  Lord  of 
gloiT,  in  return)  *'  art  all  fair,  my  love !  there  is  no  spot  in  thee !" 
While  the  aforementioned  circumstances  of  joy  attended 
Ac  entrance  of  the  judge  into  the  town,  I  could  not  help  con* 
trasting  tbeih  with  the  dolefiil  situation  of  the  poor  prisoners, 
who,  confined  in  the  gaol,  were  awaiting  ^heir  expected  trials. 
With  wbat  trepidation,  methought,  would  they  hear  »he  trum-. 
pets  sound  !  the  approach,  not  of  their  friend,  but  of  theirjudge ; 
not  of  their, deUverer,  but  of  him  whose  office,  probably,  sewn 
it  would  be  to  condemn  them  to  banishment,  or  to  death  !  l>ut 
with  what  awful  dismav  and  terror;  thought  I,  will  the  uncon- 
verted sinner,  in  the  fast  day,  hear  the  loud  tnnnpet  sound, — 
f*  Awake,  ye  dead,  and  come  to  Judgment!"  and  to  this  both 
saint  and  sinner  must  be  called ;  tor  we  "  must  all  appear  before 
the  jndgment*seat  of  Christ.^'  Oh,  my  soul!  fix  first  thj^ 
thoughts  upon  thyself:  art  thoa  prepared  to  meet  thy  God  ?  is 
thy  lamp  trimmed  and  burning  against  the  bridegroom  comes? 
Art  thou  not  only  a  professor,  but  a  possessor?  Hast  tliou  not 
only  a  name  to  Uve,  but  a  name  likewise  written  in  the  Lamb's 
book  of  life?  Hast  thou  evidences  of  an  interest  in  his  love? 
Art  thou  dying  daily  to  the  world,  to  thy  sins,  to  thyself?  Arc 
thy  proud  thoughts  humbled  in  the  dust?  Art  thou  content  to 
benotbingy  that  Jesus  may  be  all?  x\it  thou  satrsfied  that  no 
other  name  is  given  among  men  whereby  thou  canst  be  saved, 
but  the  name  of  Christ  alone?  Art  thou  not  only  conscious  of 
inward  depravity^  but  mourning  over  it,  and  longing  for  deli- 
verance from  it  ?  and  that,  not  only  from  itji  apprehended  ton- 
fieqaence,  thewratliof  God  ;  but  also  because  it  has  pierced  the 
heart,  and  occasioned  the  agonies  of  thy  Redeemer  ?  Art  thou 
yantiog  foi  hoiiaess,  nott  with  a  view  <^i  tliereby  justifying  thy- 
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self  before  Gpd,  but  because  thy  God  is  holy,  and  thou  desirc»t 
to  be  hke  him?  Then  rejoice!  the  sotemnities  of  the  judgment- 
day  need  not  affright  thee ;  the  books  may  be  opened,  and  the 
judge  be  set,  and  thou  maycst  be  called :  the  hjKnrens  may  de- 
part, the  elements  may  melt,  the  rocks  may  be  loose^ied,  the 
>vhole  world  may  be  in  flames,  still  thou  art  safe:  the  Lord  ia 
thy  i>orti()n ;  and  because  he  lives,  because  he  love?,  because 
he  redeems,  becausie  he  justifies,  thou  shalt  live  also.  But  if 
thj»u  art  still  a  sjranger  to  his  grace;  if  thou  knowest  noAing  of 
that  change  of  heart  which  all  his  people  experience;  if  thou 
art  resting  upon  righteous  self,  and  looking  to  that,  rather  than 
to  him  for  salvation,  thy  case  >sdread/ul:  thou  art  dreamjng 
of  security  on  th^  brink  of  desUuction !  and  of  liberty  while 
bound  in  chains ;  and  the  pflic^r  is  at  hand  toleed  thee  to  deatbji 
«-^to  death  not  Kjmporal,  but  eternal !    '  G.  K* 


ANSWER  TO  A  QUERY. 


Mr.  Editor,  ,  - 

Tu  E  observation  of  your  correspondent,  who  signs  Jod,  in 
the  Evangelical  Magazine  for.  January,  respecting  the  use  of 
the  Hebrew  verb,  is  ingenious;  and  his  Query  worthy  attention,^ 
He  rcfjuests  to  have  the  passages  where  the^ame  mode  of  Ex- 
pression is  used  (as  in  Gen.  xxii,  i7*  "  In  blessing,  I  will  blesa 
thee,"  &c.)  pointed  out,  and  the  propriety  of  hia  remark  ex-i 
aniincd..  Perhaps  the  following  observations  may,  in  somtt 
measure,  satisfy  his  enquiry.  * 

Mr.  Parkhurst,  in  his  Hebrew  Lexicon,  coincidinz  with  your 
conespondent's  sentiment,  observes,  '*  Hebrew  verbs  are  fre-i 
qpently  joined  with  tli.eir  infinitives;  wUich  latter  may  then  be 
rendered  as  participles  active ;  or  as  the  Latin  gerunds  in  do^ 
This  sort  of  expression,  generally,  if  not  always,  denotes  suc- 
■ccjfsion,^  or  continuance,  as  Gen.  xxii.  17.  "  In  blessing,  I  will 
bless,  &c.  t.  e.  I  will  continually  bless  thee." — ^The  sante  node 
of  expression,  upon  the  same  subject,  i*  used  in  Joshua  xxiv.  10^ 
«  Therefoje  he  blessed  you  stUU"  \  Chron.  iy.  iO.  '^  O  that 
thou  wouldest  bless  me  indtedJ*  Mr.  P.  does  not  siiy  that  suc- 
cession Is  the  coiJ5^tf«^  import  of  this  mode  of  expression,  but 
that  it  is  generallt/  so.  That  succession,  or  continuance,  ia  the 
proper  meaning  of  the  expression  in  some  passages,  may  be  ad-> 
^lited ;  but  that  it  is  the  radical,  or  uniforiU  sense,  does,  not  to  ' 
me  apj>ear  eviden^.  Nor,  indeed,  does  it  intend  the  certainty 
or  importance  of  the  subject,  as  the  radical  import  of  the  pfarase„ 
any  more  than  th^  continujince  of  the  action ;  for.  op  one  pre-  / 
cise  idea  will  applv  to  all  the  passages  where  it  ie  so  used* 
The  trve  import  oj  the  expression  is  ta  be  collected  fr(ym  the  verh 
^nd  its  connexion ;  the  intipiuve  b^ing  u^d  advQ|£iallyjein  acmo 
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fitees  impoits  Ae  continuance  of  the  action,  in  others  the  ccr^ 
tamti/,  in  others  the  mportance^  and  frequently  the  degree  of 
.the  action. 

Montaaus  uniformly,  as  far  a?  I  have  observed,  renders  the 
-eiqpveflmo  €4ther  by  the  gerund  in  do,  or  by  the  participle  of  the 
^erb.  £ut  though  >Calvin  renders  it  in  the  same  manner,  yet  < 
he  freq«eot1y  transUfes  it  by  prdfcc to,  indeed ;  certe^  certainly ; 
valde,  greatly.  Poole,  in  his  Synopsis,  frequently  docs  tlie  snni  e; 
rsnd  says,  this  mode  of  expression  signifies  certainty^  vchcrncncc, 
•wad  acceidtatian.  Lei^,  in  the  Preface  to  his  4jritica  Sacra^ 
•MyB,  ^The  repetition  of  the  Hebrew  is  emphatic." 

•Blacfewall,  in  his  Sacred  Classics,  on  Arts  vii.  34,  where  i3aw 
^  is  a  quotation  'fit^oi  ^Exodus  iii.  T,  says,  in  the  Septuagiirt 
Jiindthe  New  Testam^ht  writers,  it  is  a  vigorous  repetition,  after 
-tbc  Hefbrew  dialect;  but  which  he  proves  to  be  pure  Greek,  by 
MatioDS  firom  Hcfodotus,  Thucydrdes,  and  Plato, 

Wolfius,  in  his  Cura  Phiiologhte  (on  Hebrews  vi.  17,  and 
Adts  vii.  34.)  says,  this  repetition  is  not  a  mere  Hebraism  :  and 
V-itringa,  in  his  Animadversion's,  remarks  the  same,  citing  ex- 
smpks«  from  which  it  does  not  appear  that  succession  is  the 
meatiing  fntiended,  but  an  emphatic  or  uici-eased  degree  of  tlic 
aetfon 'expressed  by  the  .verb. 

The  analogy  of  the  Hebrew,  language  seems  to  teach  us,  that 
tbe  repetition  of  tKe  verb  is  emphatic  of  its  meaning,  and  noi 
opufiaed  to  ^ny  one  idea.  The  duplicate  verbs,  that  is,  verbs 
which  have  tlie  last,  or  the  two  last  radical  letters  doubled, 
faeigfaten  rtie  meaning  of  the  verb  *.  Thus  the  repetition  of  the 
noil*  hfight^s  the  sense  of  it:  ''Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  peave^ 
peace"  (that  i}^  perfect  peace)  "  whose  mind  is  stayed  on  thee  t-" 
**  Tbey .say,/>«cic^,  peace'^  (that. is,  great  or  perfect  peace) 
*^  when  there  i«  no  peaee  if."  "  Deal  no  more  so  exceeding 
prpudly  ||.  ^'  That  which  is  altogether  just  shalt  thou*  follow  f  .*'  - 
Tbe  repetition  of  the  j:wir//t7c  is  emphatic  :  —  "  The  land  is  an 
exc€edmg  ^good  land.§."  ''  The  stranger  that  is  with  tliee,  shall 
get  up  aiime.  thee  very  high,  and  thou  shalt  come  down  very 
Jow**".  As  the  repetition  of  letters,  of  the  noun,  and  of  the 
particle,  heightens  the  sense  of  the  word  without  any  one  speci- 
fic idea  being  attached  to  it,  why  should  it  not'  be  so  witJi  the 
repetition  of  the  verb  ?  The  places  where  the  verb  is  used  with 
its  infinitive,  are  numerous.  I  have  noticed  more  than  two 
bondred;  but  to  cite  them  all  is  unnecessary.     It  is  .worthy  of 

•  See  Parkhurst,  und^r  -|H  and  in  his  Grammar,  page  14. 

•+  Isaiah  Yxvi.  3.    t  Psalm  cxix.  165. 

H  I  Sam.  ii.  3.  See  Pool's  Synopsis  on  this  passage,  andGcn,  xxv*  jo, 
NutD.in.  9.  Jud.  V.  ti.  Isa.  XXV.  7.  2  Kings  iii.  16.  Dcut.  ii.  27.  xvi.  20. 
.  ^  i  Samuel  vi.  1.  See  Zena's  edition  of  N'oldius  on  the  Hebrew  Parti- 
cles, No.  701,  and  i5Saof  his  Annotations /it  the  end  of  his  Concordance. 

§  Num.  »iv.  7.     a  Kings  x.  4. 

••  Dcut.  xxviii-  4J,     wentas  »vii.  6,  20,     E^odiu  i.  7. 
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reuiarfc,  thai  when  thU  mode  of  expression  i»  tised,  it  it  never, 
AS- far  as  1  have  noticed^  used  with  a  reduplicate  verb ;  that 
being  an  increased  sense  of  the  verb  itself,  of  course  it  is  not 
necessary  for  the  verb  to  be  tjepented. 

It  is  remaikable,  that  when  the  idea  of  continuance  is  evK 
dently  iiitended^  a  particle  is  added  to  this  ejtpres^ion^  tb  denote 
cuutinuance.  '^'  Is  £phraim  my  dear  son{  lor  though  I  speal^ 
against  Ijiui,  I  do  earuestltf  remember  him  stilU*"^ 

Dr.  Owenf  says>  "  This  reduplication  is  a  pure  Hebraisoit 
vehemently  aftirming  the  thing  promised^  and  hath  in  it  the  na^^ 
ture  of  au  oath.  It  also  intends  and  extends  the  matter  jproi* 
mised  :  '*  Blessing,  I  will  bless  thee:  I  will  do  so  witljout^iY; 
I  will  do  sogrf^^/y^  without  measure;  and  tttrnallj/t  without 
end/*  This  is  very  just^  as  it  applies  to  this  subject^  qoUectiag 
the  sense  from  the  verb  and  its  connection  ;  but  it  will  not  ap^ 
ply  as  the  radical  and  constant  sense  of  this  mode  of  expression 
Hii  will  appear  Irom  several  of  the  passages  cited  below  J» 

But  what,  I  think,  renders  it  evident  that  the  phrase  is  not  fa 
be  liiniied  to  any  one  sense,  is  the  use  of  the  same  verb  in  tbia 
form  ;  and  at  other  times  (to  express  the  saine  idea,  and  some- 
times I  he  very  same  aqtion]^  the  verb  i^oined  with  a  word  used 
adverbially,  as  will  appear  from  a  comparison  of  thfi  following 

•  Jcr.  XXXI.  20.    Prov.  xxi.  %6,  f  OaHeb.  vi.  14. 

t  That  our  translators  did  not  understand  the  phrase  to  have  any  one 
-precise  meaning,  appears  from  the  variety  of  forms  used  in  translating  it. 
They  have  sometimes  rendered  it  by  a  word  inipiying  continKaute^  but 
more  frequently  by  words  expressing  the  certainty  of  the  action^  than  by 
any  other.  That  the  certainty  of  the  action  is  sometimes  the  meaning  of 
the  expression,  is  evident  from  Jer.  xxxviii.  15.  Jeremiah  said  unto  Ze- 
dekiah,  ''  Wilt  thou  not  surely  put  me  to  death  f  And  he  sware  unto  Jcrc- 
mfah,  1  will  not  put  thee  to  death."  In  other  places  the  form  of  expres- 
sion is  thi4s  variously  rendered i — "Of  every  tree  in  the  garden  tbou 
maycbt  freely  eat^'*  Gen.  ii.  16. — *♦  1  will  greatly  multiply  thy  sorrow," 
Gen.  iii.  16. — I  will  multiply  thy  seed  exceedingly f**  xvi.  lo.— **  They 
said,  this  one  i'eWow  will  needs  le  a  judge,'*' — Th^u  sore  Jongest  after  thy 
fcithei's  house,*'  xxxi.  30, — "  Joseph  is  witAout  </o»*Mom  in  pieees,** 
xxvii.  33.—**  The  man  did  solemnly  protest  unto  us,'*  xliii.  3.—**  For/«- 
dted  1  was  stolen  away  out  of  the  land  ot  the  Hebrews,*'  x\*  15.  —  "  The 
TixdiW  asked  us  straiily  of  our  state.*'  xliii.  7. — "  Wot  ye  not,  that  such  a 
man  as  I  ain  certnifily  divif/ef'*  xliv.  15.—**  l^knyw  that  Aaron  can  5/v/ai 
%uelly'*  Ex.  iv.  14.—**  He  hath  triumphed  glortously,^*  xv,  it. — *^  Diligemlj 
Aear/K/if"  xw.  26.— **  If  tbou  afflict  them  in  anywise^  and  they  cry  at  ail 
unto  me,  I  will  surely  hear  tl^ir  cry,*'  xxii.  23. — **  He  th^t  blasphemeth 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  he  hlvdW  surely  6e put  to  deatii,'*  Lev ^  xxiv.  16.—. 
Thou  thsih  freely  tithe  all  the  increase  of  thy  seed,"  Deut.  xiv.  22. — "Her 
father  said,  1  'vrrily  thought  that  thou  hadst  utterly  hated  her,"  Judges  xv.  2. 
—**  If  her  father  had  but  ipit  in  her  face,  should  she  not  be  ashamed 
seven  days  ?'*— Num.  xii.  14. —  *  Boaz  said  unto  her,  rt  hath  fnlly  bten 
'shtwn  me  all  thu;  thou  ha^t  done.'*  Ruth  ii.  11. — David  earnestly  as keni 
leave  of  me  to  go  to  Bethlehem."  i  Sam.  xx.  6.  "  For  it  is  told  me,  thalT 
he  dealeth  very  ^ubtiUy.''  xxiii.  22.  —  "I  have  grievously  rebeUedJ'^  Laxa^ 
i  20. — "We  havc'dcalt  very  corruptly, '^  >Jeh.i.  7.  &cr&ic« 
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%exto.^  The  first  in  each  couplet  expressing  the  Terb>  wkhiu 
infinitive ;  and  the  8econcl>  the  same  verb  with  an  adverb :  -* 


IHut.  mr.  4,  *•  Thf  I^r4  shall  mcufy  hlf^  the*  jn  the 
Oen.  xxiy.  35.  <<  Xhc  Lord  hdxix^ea^ly  blessed  my  M 


lie  land.'* 
Master.*' 

Qen.  ii,  16.  «<  Of  every  trte  in  the  garden  thou  piayest /r<tf/v  <^,'» 

INiuQ.  ri.  5f  **  W^  rcmciftber  the  flesh  we  ^x^free^  <iQt  in  Egypt.'* 

Gen,  iii.  |6.  **  I  \f\\\  greatly  nuiltiply  thy  sorrow." 

pei^t.  xvii.  17.  •*  Neither  shall  he  ^eatly  tnuliiptj  to  himself  silver,"  &c* 

Dciu.  vi.  17.  "  Ye  shall  dUtge^tfy  keep  the  commandpcients  of  the  Lord.'* 
Psalm  cxix.  4.  "To  keep  t)iy  precepts  diligently,** 

Prov*  xi^iii.  1.  "  Consider  diligenth  what  is  before  thee." 
Jer.  ii.  10.  "  Consider  diligently  if  there  be  such  a  thing.'* 

Prov.  xxiii.  4.  "  The  Fathisr  of  the  righteous  %\\2\\  greatly  rejoice.^ 
2ech.  ix.  9.  **  Rejoice  great  Iv,  O  daughter  cf  Jerusalem  I" 

Gen,  xvi.  10.  **  /«;///  multiply  thy  seed  exceeding,** 
Gen.  xxvii.  2.  **  I  will  multiply  thee  exceedingly,^* 

1  Sam.  i.  10.  **  And  Hannah  wept  sore,^* 
Isaiah  XXXV iii.  3.  «*  Hezekiah  wept  sore.** 

%  Sam.  xvii.  16.  **  Lodge  not  in  the  wilderness^  btit  qkkJ^lypass  ^ver,*^ 
d  Sam.  xvii.  21.   "  Arise,  and  quickly  pass  over  the  water." 

I  have  entered  thus  largely  into  this  subject,  because,  if  con-* 
tlnuahce  or  succession  be  the  radical  meaning  of  the  phrase,  oiit 
translators  have  not  been  accurate  in  giving  it  so  many  dif-^ 
ferent  explanations^  but  Ahoold  have  made  Tise  of  some  word 
or  phrase  expressing  that  sense  ;  but  from  what  has  been  ob-*> 
served^  I  think  it  appears  that  .the  mode  of  expression  has  no 
one  fixed  9nd  radical  ipe^ning*  Our  translators^  therefore^ 
have  done  right  in  collecting  its  import  from  the  verb,  and  its 
coonection^  and  rendering  it  ia  such  a  variety  of  forms ;  and 
I  profess  myself  pleaded  with  whatever  tends  to  show  the  critical 
propriety  of  our  English  translation.  Bbeb* 


THE  SERIOUS  MAN* 
To  the  Editor. 


Itevcrcnd  Sir, 

la  your  last  Volume,  page  212,  you  inserted  a  few  hints  of  mine,  ots 
Seri,ouMess*  Reading  very  lately  the  works  of  an  eminent  and  learned 
Civine  of  the  last  centqry,  I  was  much  pleased  and  impressed  with  th« 
fqllowingy  which  will  make  an  excellent  Appendix  to  the  paper  above 
vcfe^rtd  to ;  and  your  giviiig  it  a  place  in  your  u^ful  work,  at  sgmf 

^  c^nvenreot  pppprtumty,  will  oblige  your  sinc^r^  fri^d;^ 

'Westmntpr.  5— i 

'*  SBftiotJ.sN£S$  does  not  consist  in  the  morqsity  of  ft 
Cyme,—  nor  in  the  severity  of  an  Ascetic,*—  nor  in  the  da- 
murenessof  a  Precisian,  •-»  nor  in  the  deadness  and  suUenuess 
,..  Kk 
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of  a  Quaker,  —  rior  in  the  solemn  mien  of  an  Italian,  ^—  nor  m 
the  slow  pace  of  a  Spaniard  :  —  'tis  neither  in  a  drooping. hea4, 
nor  a  mortified  face,  nor  a  primitive  beard  :  -r  it  is  ^something 
very  different,  and  much  more  excellent  that  makes  iif)  a  Serious  . 
Man  ;  and  I  believb  I  shall  not  misiepresentvhim  if  I  say,  He  is 
one  that  duly  and  iinpartiall)*  weighs  the  momefnt  of  things,  so 
as  neither  to  value  trifles,  nor  despise  things  really  excellent  :— 
That  dwells  much  at  home,  and  studies  to  know  himself,  as  well 
as  books  or  men  :  —  That  considers  why  he  CJime  into  this 
world,  —  how  great  his  business,  and  how  short  his  stay  in  it; 
how  uncertain  it  is  when  he  shall  leave  it;  and  whither  a  sinner 
gliall  then  betake  himselfrwhen  both  Heaven  and  earth  shall  fly 
from  the'  presence  of  the  Judge  :  —  That  considers  God  as  al- 
ways present,  and  the  tolly  of  doing  what  must  be  repented 
of;  and  of  going  to  Hell  when  a  man  may  go.  to  Heaven  !  — 
In  one  word,  Tliat  knows  how  to  distinguish  between  a  moment 
and  eternity  ! 

'^  This  is  to  be  truly  serious ;  and  however  the  pretender  to 
gaiety  and  lightsouieness  of  humour  may  ridicule  it  by  the 
names  of  Melancholy,  Dulness,  Stupidity,  See.  he  that  is  thus 
affitctcd  cannot  miss  of  being  good  and  wise  here,  and  happy 
hereafter;  and  then  it  will  be  his  turn  to  laugh  when  th«  othert 
shall  mourn  and  weep." 


ANSWERS  TO  THE  QUERIES  OF  S.  T. 

In  the  Evangelical  Magazine  for  April  \S03,pagc  137» 

1.  "  How  may  we  discover  a  call  to  fill  any  particular  si- 
tuation in  the  dispensations  of  Providence  ?" 

The  querist  will  pardon  me  for  attempting  to  place  the  ques- 
tion in  a  less  complex  and  ambiguous  state,  thus  :  —  "  now 
may  we  determine  a  call  in  Providence  to  fill  up  any  particular 
situation  ?"  To  which  it  may  be  briefly  replied :  1st,  It  is  neces- 
sary that  the  station  or  employment  called  to,  be  in  its  own 
nature  iawfuL  i.  e.  Such  as  may  be  engaged  in  with  a  good 
conscience,  is  not  forbidden  by  the  word  of  God,  and  .which 
does  not  necessarily  lead  to  sin:  "for,  as  God  cannot  be 
tempted  to  evil, — neither  tempteth  he  any  man."  —  2d,  To 
make  such  a  call  clear,  tliore  should  be  found  a  natural  fitness 
in  the  subject,  to  whatsoever  lie  is  called.  Modesty,  it  is  tfue, 
may  sometimes  conceal  from  our  view  ovrr  own  talents,  as  in  the 
case  of  Moses,  when  called  to  lead  Israel;  yet,  to  the  sincere 
enquirer.  Providence  seldom  fails  to  make  the  way  straight* 
"  The  way  of  the  slothful  man  is  an  hedge  of  thorns ;  but  the 
way  of  the  righteous  is  made  plain.!!  It  may  be  considered  ra- 
ther a  temptation  than  a  call  in  Providence,  for  a  man  toa{- 
t€i)ipt  what  he  knows,  or  ought  to  know,  he  is  uatuVally  uor 
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eqnal  to.  —  $d,  The  advice  of  godly  judicious  friends  may  lielp 
to  clear  up  our  views  of  a  special  call  in  Providence.     Jealousy 
in  one's  own  mind  of  such  advice,  as  unfavourable  to  otir  wishes, 
creates  a  suspicion  that  the  subject  wouW  direct,  not  follow,  the 
cloud.     *'  In  the  multitude  ot  counsellors  there  is  safety."  — 
4th,  It  sonietime-i  throws  a  light  upon  a  call,  and  determines  it 
to  have  proceeded  from  the  Loicl,  that  it  presents  itself  to  us 
while  we  are  walking  with  God  in  a  path  of  duty.     Gideon  was 
threshing  corn  when  he  wps  summoned  by  the  angel  to  deliver 
Israel ;  and  most  of  the  apostles  of  Christ  were  at  their  respec* 
tive  occupations  when  called  to  the  work  of  the  ministry.    A 
man  who  is  heartily  inclined  to  pursue  his  present  calling,  will 
seldom  be  found  to  quit  it  for  another,  until  the  way  be  made 
tolerably   plain.  — 5th,  We  may  take  it  to  be  a  cril  of  God 
to  any  situation,  when  the  matter  presenting  itself  appears  in 
answer  to  solemn  prayer.    The  cull  in  some  cases  may  be  totally 
unexpected,  and  unlookedfor;  yet  finding  us  \n  a  dependent, 
lowly,  believing,  humble^  and  spiritual  frame,  may  be  no  less 
considered  an  answer  to  prayer,  than  if  particularly  specified. 
But  the  hand  of  God  appears  still  more  evident, , when  duty,  ne- 
cessity,-piety,  and  prudence   have  suggested  the  asking  of  a 
particular  good  in  Christ's  name,  and  it  offers  itself  to  us  in 
that  shape  or  form  we  humbly  requested.     '*  In  all  thy  ways 
acknowledge  him,"  8cc.  —  6th,  If  added  to  these,  the  call  pre- 
sents a  wider  door  of  usefulness,   or  a  greater  share  of  needful 
Comfort  and  support,  than  a  present  situation  may  admit  of  ; 
or  when  it  opens  a  way  out  of  a  particular'tcmptation  ;  or  af- 
fords a  more  extensive  opportunity  of  glorifying  God,  and  serv- 
ing the  church  of  Christ,  we  may  more  reasonably  conclude 
that  it  is  of  God,  * 

II.  ''  If  after  having  obeyed  a  similar  call  (in  consequence 
of  divine  direction)  is  it  lawful  to  recede :" 

Tills  question  also  is  not  happily  worded  ;  but  considering  it 
in  connection  with  the  former,  I  suppose  the  meaning  simply 
to  be  this :  "  After  having  discovered  and  obeyed  sucn  a  c^U, 
is  it  lawful  to  receclc  i**' 

That  the  hand  of  God,  in  providence,  has  been  seen  in  the 
call;  or  that  we  have,  in  consequence,  dutifully  complied  with 
it,  are  no  arguments  wherefore  we  may  not  recede,  provided  we 
find  sufficient  reason  no  to  do,  Tli«  plainest  intimations  of 
Providence  are  not  designed  to  suppress  the  exercise  of  reason 
md  reflexion ;  but  rather  suppose  and  enjoin,  in  such  a  case, 
the  proper  use  of  both.  At  the  same  time,*  fickleness  is  no 
inark  of  having  properly  consulted  the  divine  will  and  plea- 
sure ;  nor  does  it  establish  the  wisdont  of  character  ;  "  He  tlfcat 
telieveth  shall  not  make  haste.'' 

It  may,  however,  be  both  lawful  and  expedient  soo^etimea  to 
recede  from  eneaeremenU  into  which  an  acHnqwledgtfd^  VrUvi- 

^    ^  K  k  a  gitizedbyLjOOgle 
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dence  may  havfe  £;uided  us.  This  will  at>pear  frotai  the  fonow^ 
iDg  cases  which  1  shall  produce,  in  ordet  to  illustrate  the  point 
in  hand  ;  and  with  these  conclude,  as  the  ingenious  querist  maj 
yeadily  suppose  others  of  a  similar  kind, 

1  have  wished  to  engage  in  some  trade  or  profession  :*— I  seek 
God  for  direction  irt  this,  —  and  Providence  presents  an  opeb* 
ing;  which,  after  inature  deliberation^  I  embrace.  But  wheti  I 
»m  fixed  therein,  I  perceive,  from  better,  acquaintance  with 
affairs,  that  I  am  ihcortipetent  to  continue  in  it,  or  am  H^^lj  to 
injure  my  circumstances,  or  may  be  expoised  to  sin  by  remain- 
ing in  my  post :  —  In  either  or  all  of  these  cases  it  is  both  lawful 
and  expedient  to  recede. 

I  will  suppose  another  case  :  —  I  am  called  to  be  a  pastor  dver 
t  congregation  ;  irt  the  inthoduction  to  which,  1  endeavour  to 
follow  the  leadings  of  Providence.  I  obey  the  call ;  but  whea 
settled  over  the  flockj  circumstanced  may  alter,  so  as  to  render 
the  situation  unfriendly  to  my  peace,  or  prove  irtadequate  to  my 
support  in  life.  In  this  case  it  is  lawful,  dfter  due  trial,  to  em- 
brace another  opening  in  Providence,  and  quit  my  present^- 
tuation. 

fVarwick.  '  J,  M. 


THOUGHTS  ON  1  JOHN  V.  14, 15. 

Jlnd  this  is  the  coufidenct  that  we  have  in  him,  that  t^  we  uik  any 
.    thing  accbrdiiig  to  his  wilU  ^  htartth  m ;  afid  if  tee  know  that 
he  heareth  us,  whatever  we  usk^  we  know  that  we  have  thtpeti* 
tions  that  ue  desired^ him. 

Prayer  is  the  breath  of  the  heaven-'bom  soul,  litid  rfiay  pro* 
nerly  be  called  the  breath  of  God  in  the  souL;-^in2tamuch  as  it 
conte^  iVom  and  leads  to  him. 

It  is  an  expression  of  oiir  Aoughts  of  God  and  to  God,  in 
^ithei-  silent  desires  or  Vocal  sounds.  It  is  an  acknowledgment, 
of  Our  dependence,  necessity,  find  hope,  or  expectation.  If  it 
be  asked  now  are  we  to  pray  ?  we  answer.  With  the  Spirit,  and 
with  ^the  understanding  also;  as  in  1  Cor.  xiv.  15.-F- In  faith; 
as  in 'James  i.  6. — In  submission ;  as  in  Matt.  :txvi,  SQ.-^With 
J>er,^everance ;  as  in' Luke  xviii.  1,  &c.  — *Wirii  a  view  to  thd 
glory  of  God ;  1  Cor.  x.  31 .  Phil.  iv.  6.— Whoever  ii  found  in 
tne  exercise  of  prayer  i^  this  way,  tnay  he  assured  that  be  ask^ 
JlCcoitlinc  to  God's  will ;  because  il  is  agi'^eable  to  his  direc- 
tion in  bis  Word,  Which  is  his  revealed  wul;  attd  felso  it  i^  the 
work  of  his  own  Spirit,  aVHo  maketh  intercession  for  (or  in)  us, 
according  to  the  will  of  God. — This,  therefore,  is  the  cotifi.dehce 
that  we  have  \h  him.  That  if  we  ask  any  thing  accordibg  to  hiil 
will,  he  heareth  us ;  he  never  shuts  his  gracious  ear  agbmst  the 
voice  of  his  owh  Spirit.  And  if  he  hear  us,  w^  kti0\^  wt  ^i?iv? 
the  petitions  an^wer^d  which  yic  desirfed  of  hiu^,  (*^^^^(jTp 
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If  it  be  aaked^  How  do  we  know  that  we  have  these  petitions  ? 
We  answer  by  making  another  enquiry :  Do  we  know  that  we 

E ray  according  to  God's  will,  as  he^bre-mjentioned  ?    If  so,  we 
ave  these  petitions  granted,  even  m  the  present  world. 
The  praying  soul,  who  has  a  feeling  sense  of  these  privileges, 
will  say,  in  Coofirm^ition  of  this  truth,  —**  I  know  that  I  ha?e 
petmoiis  thai  I  desired  of  him.*' 

Cvmei.  J.W, 

ANECDOTES. 

INFIDEL  WIT  REPELLED, 

A  GAY  Jroirtg  spark,  of  a  Dcistical  turn,  travelling  in  a 
rtage-coach  to  London,  forced  his  sentiments  on  the  company, 
by  attempting  to  ridicule  the  Scriptures ;  anJ,  among  other 
topics,  made  himself  merry  with  the  story  of  David  and  Goliath, 
•trongly  urging  tire  impossibility  of  a  j"outh  like  David,  being 
able  to  throw  a  stone  with  sufficient  force  to  sink  into  the  giant's 
forehead.  On  this  he  appealed  to  the  company^  and  in  parti- 
cular to  a  grave  ^gentleman  of  the  denomination  called  Quakers, 
who  sat  silent  in  one  corner  of  the  carriage*  *^  Indeed,  friend," 
jfeplied  be,  "  I  do  hot  think  it  (it  all  improbiable,  if  the  Philis- 
tine's head  was  as  soft -as  thine." 

It  was  an  excellent  reply  of  a  friend  of  mine  (said  Mr, 
£*-*)  when  a  gentleman  took  him  up  on  the  leads  of  his  house, 
to  shew  hiih  the  extent  of  his  possessions  :  —  waving  his  hand 
about, ''  There,'*  says  he,  ^*  that  is  my  estate.**  Then  pointing 
to  a  great  distance,  on  one  side,  **  Do  you  sec  that  farm  f 
^  Yes*  —  ^  Well,  d>at  is  mine."  •Pointing  again  to  the  other 
'ride,  "  Do 'yon  see  that  house?"  'Yes.'  "That  also  belongs 
to  me*"  —  Tlien,  said  my  friend, '  Do  you  see  that  little  village 
out  yonder  i'  "  Yes."  '  Well,  there  lives  a  poor  woman  m 
that  YiUi^e,  who  can  «ay  more  than  all  this.'  "  Ah  !  what  can 
she  say  ?  'Why,  she  can  say,  Christ  is  mine.'—  He  looked 
C6ofounded,  and  said  no  more. 

THE  MAN  OF   THE  WORLD  —  AND  THE  CHRISTIAN. 

Capt.  Macnamara^  who  lately  killed  Col.  Montgomery  in  a 
duel,  intimated  on  his  trial,  that  he  could  have  overlooked  the 
conduct  of  his  antagonist,  if  the  public  would  have  overlooked 
bis  in  doing  so.  The  public  opinion,  therefore,  was  his  God, 
Religion  and  humanity,  as  he  in  effect  acknowledged,  might 
require  him  to  act  otherwise  ;  but  he  was  a  gentleman,  and  pub- 
Jic  opinion  must  be  obeyed  I 

CqI.  Gardiner  received  a  challenge  ;  but  Col.  Gardiner  was  a 
Christian,  "  I  am  afraid  of  sinning,"  said  he ;  "  but  you  know 
i  am,  not  alfraid  of  fighting ;"  and  thus  declined  the  challenge.  — - 
^oeryi  Pi4'tfai8  answer  im|)l^  that  be  y[Q&  a  coward  i         C^Je 
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JOHN  WHITEHEAD, 
Of  Thornboroiigh,  near  Buck- 
ingham, died  Nov.  i,  iSoz,  in  the 
39th  y'ear  of  his  age.  He  was  born 
»t  Leckamstcad,  a  village  in  that 
county,  and  was  brought  up  to  hus- 
bandry. As  his  parents  were  uot 
serious,  Ihcy  did  not  bring  him  to 
hear  the  gospel  j  so  that  he  had  no 
spiritual  advantages  iii  the,  early 
p*rt.  of^  his  life.  Wiien  come  to 
itianhood,  he  continued  to  attend 
the  parish-church  at  Thornborough, 
fa  which  village  he  was  removed. 
He  married  a  woman  much  prcju* 
diced  against  the  gospel ;  and  al- 
though it  was  preached  in  a  neigh- 
bouring church,  and  by  Dissenters 
once  a  month  at  Thornborough,  yet 
neither  of  them  heard  it  often.  It 
is  true,  indeed,  that  the  husband 
was  never  a  persecutor  j  but  he  was 
so  much  a  Pharisee,  tliat  he  es- 
teemed the  gospel  unnecessary  for 
such  a  mon'l  and  religious  man  as 
he  then  thought  himself.  Thus  he 
contumed  until  some  time  in  17999 
when  his  f>rs)t  wife  died  ;  and  about 
a  year  after,  h«  married  again.  His 
second  wife  was  much  younger  than 
himself;  and,  when  they  were  mar- 
ried, she  was  so  given  up  to  vain 
amusements,  that  she  had  no  re- 
lish for  real  religion.  However,  be- 
ing acquainted  with  some  Dissen- 
ters, and  as  she  was  fond  of  their 
singing,  she  occasionally  heard  the. 
pleaching  at  Thornborough.  After 
she  had  heard  Mr.  Scraggs  several 
times  in  the*  village,  it  pleased  the 
Lord  to  make  his  preaching  the 
means  o?  her  conversion ;  and  some 
months  after,  she  joined  his  church 
at  Buckingham.  The  wife  being 
thus  spirltunlly  changed,  induced 
herhtisband  to  attend  constantly  on 
tlie  village-preaching ;  and  after- 
wards he  was  prevailed  on,  though 
with  some  reluctance,  to  hear  the 
f^spcVat  the  meeting  to  which  she 
belonged;  and,  in  a  few  weeks, 
tlie  preac'hing  was  made  effectual  to 
hrs  sal va? ion.  Tl^e  husband  and 
wife  now  b^gan  to  find  great  couu 
foit  in  seriou^  conversation;  aiui 
tlic  jDspcl  iccncd  io  delightful  to 


each  of  them,  that  they  were  very 
zealous,  and  constantly  attended  all 
the  means.  But  their  happiness  oa 
earth  was  not  to  continue  long,  for 
very  soon,  the  health  of  the  de- 
ceased began  to  decline.  At  fiist, 
his  disorder  affected  his  hcad^  thcR 
it  turned  to  a  fever,  and  at  last  to  a 
dropsy  ;  which  put  an  end  to  his  na- 
tural life. 

In  the  life  and  death  of  John 
Whitehead  there  arc  some  rcmarka- 
^  ble  circumstances.  He  was  for  many 
years  a  strong  .Pharisee.  He  was 
near  fifty-seven  years  of  age  before 
he  knew  the  power  of  the  gospel ;. 
and  he  did  HOt  live  two  years  after- 
wards. Thus  the  Lord  cut  shoirt 
his  work  in  righteousness.  He  had 
no  learning,  nor  fluency  of  speech  ; 
—  but  yet,  there  was  something 
sincere  and  savory  in.  his  way  of 
speaking  concerning  experimental 
godliness,  which  was  very  pleasing- 
to  those  gracious  persons  who  were 
intimate  with  him.  He  also  knewr 
more  of  tiie  peculiar  doctrines,  of 
grace  than  could  have  been  supposed,, 
from  the  short  time  he  lived  after 
his  coo  version.  The  manner  in 
which  he  behaved  during  his  pain- 
ful illness,  plainly  proved  that  he 
felt  the  supp«rtiug.  consolations  of 
tlie  Spirit.  The  nearer  he  came  to 
his  death,  the  more  earnest  he  was 
to  give  his  dying  advice  to  several 
who  carme  to  see'  him, — and  the 
clearer  his  evidences  seemed  to  him* 
self  and  others.  Some  visited  him^ 
whom  he  believed  were  depending 
on  their  works  for  justification  in  the 
sight  of  God  J  these  he  solemnly , 
warned  not  to  rely  on  their  duties 
fof  salvation  ;  but  to  tnist  only,  a^ 
he  did,  to  the  merits  of  Christ.  A 
short  time  before  his  death,  he 
conversed  very  sweetly  respecting 
Christ,  and  his  free  grace;  and 
took  leave  of  his  wife,  charging  her 
to  cleave  close  to  the  Lord.  He 
was  favoured  with  the  Hse  of  hi& 
senses  through  the  greatest  part  of 
his  lllne:»s ;  and  some  hours  before 
he  died,  a  serious  friend  said  to  him,^ 
•'  I  trust  you  have  reason  to  Kopc 
tlut  yoitf  sins  are  pardoned,  th:i;oii^lii 
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Chiistl"  To  which  he  immedi- 
ately answered,  •*  I  not  only  hot-e, 
but  I  knaw  that  they  are  all  for- 
given, through  Christ." 

Mr.  Scraggs  preached  two  fune- 
ral sermons  on  his  death  ;  one  at 
Thorn  borough,  from  Prov*  xiv.  32. 
and  another  at  Buckingham,  from 
Ps.  xxxvii.  37. 

Bu4:kiMgh£m.  G.  G.  S. 

LUCINDA  WHITE. 
From  a  manuscript  paper,  which 
bas  been  found    since   her  death, 
containifig  an  account  of  her  reli- 
gious experience,    it    appears  that 
she  receiyed  her  abiding  impres- 
sions from  the  last  sermon  preached 
by  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Philip  Oliver, 
at  St.  John's  church,  Chester,  when 
she  was  then  in  the  i6th  year  of  her 
age.     To  use  her  own  language,— 
**Thc  word  was  clothed  with  divine 
power ;  and  she  felt  a  strong  desire 
to  turn  her  back  upon  the   world, 
and  serve  the  Lord."    Her  own  art- 
less narrative  simply  describes  those 
vicissitudes  of  hopes  and  fears,  joys 
and    sorrows,  which  usually   cha- 
racterize  the  experience  of  every 
Christian.    Her  subsequent  conduct 
ivas  consistent  with  this  profession. 
She  first  joined  the  Methodist  So- 
ciety; but  soon  after  withdrew  from 
Che  connexion,  and  became  decid- 
edly CaWinistical  in  her  sentiments. 
Though  she  moved  in  an  humble 
sphere  of  lifej  in  which  she  was  de- 
pendent upon  others,  yet  the    in- 
stances of  her  liberality  and  charity 
to  those  who  were   in  inferior  cir- 
cumstances, were  uncommon.  Like 
another   Dorcas,    her  leisure  time 
was  employed  in  making  garments 
for  the  poor.    In  this  respect,  she 
was  an  example  worthy  imitation, 
particularly  to  the  daughters  of  af- 
fluence and  prosperity.  But  I  hasten 
to  that  period,  tlie  most  interesting 
and   important.      She    wa«    taken 
dangerously  ill  on  the  13th  of  De- 
cember last,  in  consequence  of  an 
emetic  which  operated  'too  power- 
fully, and  brought  or  a  bilious  fe- 
ver.    She  entertained  hopes  of  re- 
covery till  the  evening  of  Chrift- 
mas-day,  when  she  observed  to  a 
friend,   that  it  was  impressed  up- 
on  her  mind  that  she   should  die. 
She  desired  one  who  atte^ided  her 
4unng  all  h^  illness^   not  t»  be 


surprized  if  she  appeared  some- 
times harrassed  with  the  fear  of 
death.  After  she  was  rcmovedita 
the  habitatiorvof  one  of  her  friends, 
she  expressed  a  strong  confidence 
that  all  would  be  well ;  though 
shp  did  not  enjoy  that  comfort  she 
wislied.  On  the  Sabbath  morning 
before  her  departure,  she  replied  to 
a  friend,  who  enquired  as  to  the 
frame  of  her  niiad,  *•  I  am  calm 
and  serene,  and  have  no  cause  to 
doubt.'*  Soon  after  she  remarked, 
•'  Though  1  have  been  jealous  that 
my  deijire  to  depart  arose  from  the 
pain  1  sutfer;  yet,  I  rejoice  to  feel  a 
wish  to  depart,  and  to  be  with 
Christ,  because  1  love  him."  Oa 
the  same  evening,  about  twelve 
o'clock,  she  was  deprived  of  her 
speech  ;  and  her  friends  expected 
her  death  every  moment.  She  was 
desired,  if  happy  in  her  mind,  to 
express  her  feelings  by  lifting  up  ^ 
her  hands;  which  she  repeatedly 
did,  and  clasped  them  witii  tlic 
wannest  emotions  td  her  breast.' 
When  her  speech  returned,  she  said, 
**  I  shall  not  go  yet." 

The  next  morning  slie  was  adced 
how  she  felt  4  she  replied,  *M  am 
disappointed,  I  thought  to  have  bcent 
with  Jesus  before  now."  On  Tues- 
day  morning  she  asked  a  friend 
'<  How  long  do  you  think  I  shall  be 
before  I  am  with  God  V*  The  re- 
ply was,  *  Not  long — how  do  you 
feel  yourself?'  She  answered, 
**  As  to  Heaven,  I  have  no  more 
doubt  of  being  there,  than  if  I  were 
there,  I  have  not  those  raptures 
some  experience ;  I  had  rather 
have  confidence  that  God  is  God, 
and  that  he  is  my  God.'*  Soon 
after,  she  said,  **  I  trust  in  Christ! 
I  can  do  nothing."  She  was  a^ked, 
*  Do  you  think  Christ  a  suiiicicnt 
Saviour?'  **  Yes,"  said  she,  "  f 
know  in  whom  I  have  believed. '• 
It  was  observed,  *  You  don't  rest 
on  any  thing  you  have  done.' 
•*No;"  she  answered,  "but  be- 
cause Jesus  harh  loved  me,  and 
given  himself  for  me."  She  fre* 
quently  remarked,  **  What  a  mercy 
it  is,  that  I  have  iiot  to  attend  to 
the  concerqs  of  my  soul  along  with 
the  pain  of  my  body !  but,"  added 
she,  *'  if  I  were  to  suffer  as  many 
years  as  I  have  days,  I  shall  not 
say^-wjien  I  get   t«  jlory,  that  m^ 
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Father  has  girtn  mc  one  stripe  too 
]p[iany.*' 

On  January  the  lath,  just  before 
Jier  departure,  sl>e  was^  tempted  to 
think  that  it  wauld  liave  been  bet- 
ter for  her  to  have  destroyed  her- 
self, than  to  endure  such  pain  and 
sutFerings;  but,  said  she,  **  f  know 
that  the  temptation  comes  from  Sa- 
tan :  and  Christ  has  conquered  Sa- 
tan ;  and  I  lonff  to  be — I  shall  be 
with  Christ  soon.'*  Her  desires 
vere  speedily  fulfiUed  ;  and  her 
spirit  fled  to  the  enjoyment  of  that 
yrocious  Saviour,  whom  on  eanh 
she  so  ardently  loved.  Can  we  for- 
t)ear  exclaiming,  **  Here  is  the  faith 


solution,  she  rwovered  her  senses 
and  speech,  af^cr  having  Ipst  the 
use  of  them  for  thirty  hours  ;  and 
almost  imniedi^uelyexcliiimed,*' The 
Lord  help  me>  what  poor  misera- 
ble wretches  afe  we!**  She  re- 
quested a  hymn-bcok ;  and,  after 
reading  a  Uttle  therein,  she  sung, 
in  a  very  strong  manner,  the  first 
verse  or  the  hymn  beginning  **  Day 
ot  judgment,  day  of  wo^iders,"  &c. 
vhich  she  was  very  fond  of:  and 
then  exclaimed,  *«Christ*s  precious 
blood  clcanscth  from  all  sin  j*'  and 
to  her  mother,  she  said,  "  Watch 
and  pray!**  In  the  evening  she 
begged  her  moHier  to  forgivi  her  | 


and  p«^tience  ot  the  saints.     Let  mc  ^  to    which    her    mother   answered^ 


die  the  death  of  the  righteous  !" 

Her  funeral  sermon  was  preached 
pn  the  Sabbath  week  following,  at 
the  Iiidependcnt  chapel,  Queen- 
street,  by  Mr.  Ebenezer  ^\''hite, 
from  Ps^lm  xcvii.  12.  •*  Li^ht  ij» 
found  for  the  ri^^htcous,  and 
tor  the  upright  in  heart.** 

aciUr.  E.  W. 
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MISS  ELIZABETH  CULLIS. 

On  Monday,  the  7th  of  February ,^ 
died,  aged  fourteen  years,  Miss 
Elisabeth  Cullis,  daughter  of  Mr.^ 

{ohn  Cullis,  ship-broker,  on  the 
troad  Quay,  Bristol.  She  had  en- 
joyed the  privilege  of  bearing  the 
gospel,  and  of  receiving  religious 
instruction  froi?i  her  parcnts,which, 
throuffh  the  blessing  of  God,  pro- 
duced a.  happy  effect  on  her  mmd, 
and  rendered  her  a  truly  amiable, 
tender-hearted,  and  dutiful  child. 
Before  the  cornn^encement  o.f  her 
Ifijit  illness,  she  appeared  to  be  con- 
siderably impressed  with  a  sen<e  of 
divine  things,  and  especially  of  the 
4ay  of  judgment,  an,d  tlie  future 
State.  While  lyin^  upon  her  deaths 
Dcd,  beinff,  at  her  own  request, 
visited  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wait,  se- 
yeral  times  dkirinu  her  confinement, 
the  grace  of  God  wrought  in  her 
a  Complete  resignation  to  his  sotc- 
rcigo  will.  She  shewed  a  willing- 
ness to  die,  rather  than  live  in  this 
miserable  sinful  world,  because  sbe 
loved  jfesus  Chriiit,  and  was  satis, 
fied  she  should  be  with  him  in  glo- 
ry;  but  at  all  times  desired  that  his 
will,  not" hers,  might  be  done.— 
On  the  Thursday  preceding  her  di»» 


*«  You  have  not  offended  me;  beg 
of  God,  my  dear,  to  forgive  you." 
When  she  quickly  replied,  V  God 
has  forgiven  niel**^  Several  times  in 
the  night  she  was  Observed  to  lift 
up  her  liands  and  eyes,  and  to  say, 
**  My  God,  my  G©d  !**  after  which 
she  sung  the  first  part  of  the  77th 
Ps.  new  version.  On  Friday  morninc^ 
]\CT  mother  asked  her  if  she  was 
afraid  to  die ;  to  which  she  answer, 
cd,  "  No,  I  had  much  rather  be 
gone  than  stay  here;"  ind  then 
sung  part  of  that  hymn*  "  Ahl 
lovely  appearance  of  death!"  &c. 
In  the  eveuing,  it  was  obscrrcd  to 
her,  —  «  Christ  says,  Him  that 
Cometh,' —  "  Aye,*»  said  she,  in- 
terrupting the  speaker,  **  Him  that 
Cometh  to  me  f  will  in  nowise  cast 
out  I  '*.  The  whole  of  Saturday  and 
Sunday  she  was  very  weak ;  yet  still 
repeated  many  broken  sentences, 
which  could  not  be  perfectly  under- 
stood. On  Monday  morning  early, 
she  sung  the  first  verse  of  Dr. 
Watti*shymn,  "Why  do  we  mourn 
departed  triends  ?**  ^c.  and  at  half 
pnst  six  fell  asleep  in  Jesus.— On 
the  Sabbath  followmg,  at  her  parti- 
cular request,  the  solemn  provi- 
dence was  improved  over  her,  at  St. 
Mary  le  Port  church,  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Wait,  from  Phil.  iii.  20  and 
list  verses,  selected  by  herself;  af- 
ter which  she  wat  interred  in  the 
same  church.  The  pall  was  borne 
by  six  young  ladies,  near  hep  own 
age,  dressed  in  uniform  white.  The  ^ 
hymns,  above  cited,  were  sung  a| 
intervals  during  the  service. 
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Theological  Dictionary,  &c.     By 
C.  Buck,  FoL  II.  8i/<?,  price  9/.  dd. 

When  we  reviewed  the  first 
Tolume  of  this  work  in  our  Maga- 
jEine  for  October  last,  we  explained 
the  plan  and  nature  of  it,  and  gave 
a  favourable  opifiion  on  its  execu- 
tion, which  we  have  seen  no  reason 
to  retract.  For  the  turther  infor- 
ination  of  our  readers,  we  shall  now 
^ve  some  extracts  from  the  article 
Methodism^  in  the  second  volume  :— 

**  This  denomtnacioQ  was  founded  in 
the  year  1729^  by  oiie  Mc  Morgan  aod 
Mr.  J^^Weslcy.  In  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber that  year,  ihe  latter  being  then  fellow 
of  Lincoln  College,  began  to  spend  some 
evenings  in  readmgthe  Greek  Testament, 
with  Charles  Wesley,  student ;  Mr.  Mor- 
gan, commoner  of  Christ  Church;  and 
Mr.  Kirkman,  of  Merton  College.  Mot 
loog  afterwards,  two  or  three  of  the  pupils 
of  Mr.  John  Wesley,  and  one  pupil  of  Mr. 
-Charles  Wesley,  obtained  leave  to  attend 
these  meetings.  They  then  began  to  Ttsit 
the  Sfck  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  and 
the  prisoners  also,  who' were  confined  in 
the  castle.  Two  years  after,  they  were 
joined  by  Mr.  Ingram,  of  Qjieen's  Col- 
lege, Mr.  Broughton,  and  Mr.  Hervey  ; 
and,  in  1735,  ^J  '^^  celebrated  Mr*White« 
field,  then  in  his  eighteenth  year.  At  this 
time  their  number  in  Oxford  amounted  to 
about  fourteen.  They  obuined  their  name 
£rom  the  exact  regalarlty  of  their  lives, 
which  gave  occasion  to  a  young  gentleman 
of  Chnst  Church  to  say,  **  Here  is  a  new 
«ect  of  Methodists  sprung  Vi,y  ;"  alluding  to 
a  sect  of  ancient  phyficians  who  were 
called  Methodisu,  because  they  reduced 
the  whole  healing  art  to  a  few  common 
principles,  and  brought  it  into  some  me- 
thod and  order. 

**  At  the  time  this  Society  was  formed, 
it  is  said  that  the  whole  kingdom  of  Eng- 
land was  tending  fast  to  hifidelity.  **  It  is 
come,"  says  Bishop  Butler,  •*  I  know  not 
how,  to  be  taken  for  granted  by  many 
persons,  that  Christianity  is  not  so  much 
as  a  subject  of  enquiry ;  but  that  it  is  now 
at  length  discovered  to  be  fictitious  ;  and 
accordingly  they  treat  it  as  if,  in  the 
present  age,  this  were  an  agreement  among 
all  people  of  diKemment,  and  nothing  re- 
mained bot  to  set  it  up  as  a  principal  subject 
of  mirth  and  ridicule,  as  it  were,  by  way 
of  reprisals  for  its  having  so  long  inter- 
roptrd  the  pleasures  of  the  world.*'  There 
is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  Mc- 


thodists  were  the  instruments  of  stcmmii1[^ 
this  torrent.  The  sick  and  the  poor  Jso 
tasted  the  fruits  of  their  labours  and  bene- 
volence: Mr.  Wesley  abridged  himscl/of 
all  his  snptrrfluitifc,  ard  proposed  «  fund 
for  the  relief  of  the  ind^i-nt ;  and  so  pros- 
perous was  the  scheme,  that  they  quickly 
increased  their  fund  to  eighty  pouufls  per 
annum.  This,  which  one  should  hav# 
thought  would  have  been  attended  with 
praise  instead  of  censure,  quickly  *dreW 
upon  them  a  kind  of  persecution  :  some  of 
the  seniors  of  the  university  began  to  in* 
tcrlerc;  and  it  was] reported,  **  that  the  col- 
lege-censors were  going  to  blow  up  the 
Godly  Club."  Tht-y  Jound  themselves, 
however,  patronized  and  encouraged  by 
some  men  eminent  for  their  learning  and 
virtue ;  so  that  the  Society  still  continued^ 
though  they  had  suffered  a  severe  loss,  ia 
1730,  by  the  deaih  of  Mr.  Morgan,  who, 
it  is  said,  was  the  founder  of  it.  In  Oct. 
17^5,  John  and  Charles  Wesley,  Mr.  In- 
gram, and  Mr.  Delamotte,  son  of  a  mer* 
chant  in  London,  embarked  for  Geoi^ia^  ^ 
in  order  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the  In* 
dians.  After  their  arrival  they  were  at 
first  favourably  received;  but  in.  a  short 
time  lost  the  anection  of  the  people;  and, 
on  account  of  some  differences  with  the 
storekeeper,  Mr.  Wesley  was  obliged  to 
retdm  to  £ngland.  Mr. Wesley,  however, 
was  soon  succeeded  by  Mr.  Whitefield, 
whose  repeated  labours  in  that  part  of  the 
world  are  well  known. 

"  Tbtir  Uuets,  —  After  Mr.  Whitefield 
returned  from  America,  in  1741,  he  de- 
clared his  full  assent  to  the  doctrines  of 
Calvin.  Mr.  Wesley,  on*  the  contrary, 
professed  the  Arminian  doctrine,  and  had 
printed  in  favour  of  perfection  and  univer- 
sal redemption,  and  very  strongly  against 
election  :  a  doctrine  which  Mr.Wlutefield 
believed  t»  be  scriptural.  The  diflercnce, 
therefore,  of  sentiments  between  these  two 
great  men  caused  a  separation.  Mr. Wes- 
ley preached  in  a  place  called  the  Foundry, 
where  Mr  Whitefield  preached  but  onie, 
and  no  more.  Mr.  Whiiertcld  then  preach- 
ed to  very  large  conf  relations  out  of 
doois  ;  and  soon  after,  in  connection  miih 
Mr.  Cennick,  and  one  or  two  more,  btgan 
a  new  house,  in  Kingswood,  Gloucester- 
shire; and  established  a  school  that  fa- 
voured Calvinistical  prcacaers.  The  Me- 
thodists, therefore,  were  now  divided  \ 
one  part  follov"ng  Mr.  Wesley,  and  the 
other  Mr.  WniifricUi." 

The  author  here  explains  atlar^e 
the  opioions  of  Mr.  Wesley^  in  his 
own  words,    He  then  eniersr  into  the 
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discipline  of  the  Methodists  ;  —  ex- 
plains fully  what  is  called  their  Ne^ 
Connection,  and  concludes  with  the 
following  account  af  their  numbers 
and  success : — 


**  Noiwiihst?nding  the  general  contempt 
that  has  been  thrown  up<jn  them,  and  the 
opposition  ihey  hav*  met  with,  yet  their 
numbers  arc  very  considerable.  In  Mr. 
Wesley's  connection  there  arc  upwards  of 
400  preachers,  and  about  170,000  mem- 
bers,    la  1786,  they  sent  Missionaries  to 


This  Memoir  presents  us  with 
anptlier  proof  of  the  general  truth 
of  the  adage,  "  Men  may  live  fools, 
but  fools  they  cannot  die."  Mr.B. 
the  subject  of  this  Memoir,  came  to 
Bristol,  for  the  benefit  of  the  water, 
&c.  about. a  month  before  his  de- 
cease ;  but  finding  he  was  not  likely 
to  recover,    sent  for  a  clergyman  ; 


the  West  Indies;    Societies  were  formed     one  who,  happily  for  him,  Was  able 


in  Barbadoes,  St.  Vincent's,  Dominica,  St. 
Christopher's,  Nevis,  Antigua,  St.Eustatia, 
Tortola,  and  St  Croix*  These  Societies 
are  now  very  numerous  ;  among  whom,  it 
il  said,  there  arc  not  less  than  ii,ooo 
blacks.  They  have  also  230  preachers 
employed  on  the  continent  of  North  Amc- 
Jrica^  and  their  Societies  there  consist  of 
4o,coo  members.  Among  *he  Calvmistic 
Methcdists  there  ar«  also  a  considerable 
number  of  preachers,  wljose  congregations 
and  socie4ies  arc  very  extensive  :  some  of 
their  places  in  London  arc  the  largest  and 


to  instruct  him  in  the  way  of  life. 
He  frankly  owned  he  had  been  an 
admirer  of  Thomas  Paine  ;  but  ob- 
served, that  no  man,  having  cm- 
brace4  his  notions,  could  calmly 
look  death  in  the  face.  In  token  of 
his  detestation  of  that  mischievous 
book,  he  had  committed  it  to  the 
flames.  »—  At  this  time  he  was  ig* 
norant  of  the  gospel-method  of  sal- 
vation J  but  was  desirous  of  know- 
ing it.     A  retrospect  of  hjs  mi  scon- 


best  attended  in  the  world  i  it  is  almost  '  ^uct.  especially  in  lavini;  aside  the 

Bible,  and  m  profanmg  the  Lord's 
Day^  created  a  high  degree  of  an- 
guish. He  was  oppressed  with  a 
heavy  burden  of  guilt ;  knew  that 
he  must  shortly  appear  before  the 
tribunal  of  God  ;  and  demanded,  in 
a  quiet  but  impressive  manner, 
what  was  to  be  done,  in  order  to  his 
salvation.  Mr.  Wait  preached  t« 
him  the  free  salvation  of  the  gos- 
pel, which  his  mind  seemed  divuiely 
prepared  to  receive.  He  also  put 
into  his  hand.i  Mr.  Biddultph's 
Short  Sermons,  and  Mr.  Serlc*s 
Christian  Remembrancer,  which 
means  of  instruction  seemed  emi- 
nently blessed  to  his  soul.  .  But  it 
was  not  till  within  a  very  few  days 
of  his  dissolution,  that  he  enjoyed 
any  reviving  hope  of  acceptance  in 
the  beloved.  At  length,  however, 
lie  attained  a  sweet  degree  of  peace, 
humbly  trusting  that  God  our  Re- 
deenict  had  **  received  his  soul  to 
mercy."  Reclining  his  head  on  the 
arm'of  the  iniitress  of  the  hoiise,  a 
few  minutes  before  his  departure, 
he  observed,  with  great  composure, 
■  ^  that  he  believed  he  was  going  ;  and 

inquired,  whether  she  was  not  of  tlic 
The  Last  Days  of  a  Person  ijoho  had    same  opinion  ?  Being  answered,  that 
^ketn  one  of  Thomas  Painc»s  Disci-    in  all  probability  he  was  going,  arid, 
jilei  i  and  "j.ho  departed  this  iJfe  on    as  it  was  h9pcd,  ,to  a  precious  Sa- 


incredible  to  see  the  numbers  ot  people  who 
flock  to  ihise  places  In  Ladv  Hunting- 
don's connection  alone  (including  the 
coontry  congregations)  it  is  said,  there  are 
no  less  than  iQO,oco  hearers.  As  to -their 
success  in  doing  good,  it  is  evident,  that, 
though  many  ignorant  enthusiasts  have 
been  fouTkd  among  them,  yet  no  people 
have  done  more  to  moralize  mankind  than 
they ;  nor  have  they  rested  there  :  they 
have  not  only  contributed  to  render  thon- 
sands  better  members  of  society,  but  been 
the  instruments  of  promoting  their  spiritual 
and  eternal  interests.  By  simplicity  of 
language,  fervour  of  address,  patience  in 
opposition,  un\<'eariedmss  in  labour,  piety 
of  conduct,  and  dependence  on  Abntghty 
God,  ihcy  certainly  have  been  the  means 
of  dcin£»  as  much  or  more  real  good  than 
any  other  denomination  whatever.  A 
shrewd  writer,  therefore,  who  cannot  be 
suspected  of  Method is:n,  justly  sajis.  That 
ihtsc  people  have,  in  the  last  titty  years, 
instructed  more  of  the  lower  osdefs  of  the 
peoftle  in  tKe  obligations  of  Christianity, 
and  have  called  more  from  gross  v'l^v  lo 
piety  and  vinue,  than  the  church  has  ever 
done  since  the  RcCormation;  while,  at  the 
same  time,  they  have  not  cost  government 
one  farthing,  but  have  been  ircated  with 
insult  and  contempt." 
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"^iour,  —  he  replied,  Yea.  After 
praying  for  some  moments;  he  said 
te  wantei  to  go  to  sleep  ;  and,  hav* 
ing  fallen  asleep,  he  speedily  breath- 
ed his  last,  in  a  most  gentle  manner. 

The  author  concludes  the  narra- 
tive with  some  proper  reflections  j 
warning  his  reaacrs  t©  beware  lest 
any  man  spoil  them,  through  philo- 
sophy and  vain  deceit. 

We  are  glad  to  perceive  that  this 
little  Tract  has  already  reached  a 
third  edition  ;  and  we  heartily  re- 
commend it,  as  a  seasonable  caveat 
against  Infidelity,  and  a  very  suit- 
able present  to  persons  in  dai>ger  of 
being  infected  with  it,  while  it  may 
be  circulated  at  a  small  expence. 

The  Inconsistency  of  Conformity  to 
this  World  in  the  Profession  of 
Christianity  :  illustrated  in  Three 
Dialogues y  betiveen  Mrs,  Dormer 
and  Miss  l^e^Mtnan.  By  Thoncias  . 
Biddulph,  M.  A,  Minister  of  St. 
Jamesi*Sf  Bristol^  and  of  Bengc^ 
'worthy  in  Worcestershire y  and  Chap- 
lain  to  nhe  Dowager  Lady  Bagoti 

Z'VOy    2S,  6d, 

The  highly  respectable  author  of 
this  treatise,  endeavours  to  engage 
the  attention  of  his  readers,  in  these 
dialogues,  to  such  spirituality  of 
manners  in  the  professors  of  the  gos- 
pel, as  the  present  too  lax  system 
of  the  lesser  morals,  if  I  may  use 
that  expression,  will  hardly  admit. 
Miss  Newman,  the  chief  speaker  in 
these  Dialogues,  states  her  objec- 
tions forcibly  against  worldly  com- 
pany, chosen  without  necessity,  and 
countenancing  the  generally-allowed 
Kenes  of  what  is  called  innocent 
dissipation  J  even  by  being  a  party, 
though  without  joining  in  them. 
She  allows  this  will  lead  to  a  parti- 
cularity of  conduct,  otiensive  to  the 
world,  but  essential  to  the  character 
and  comfort  4)f  a  real  Christian. 
She  censures  the  hnpropriety  of  pa- 
rents,, so  early  introducing  their 
daughters  into  the  circle  of  public 
company,  to  the  injury  of  the 
<*  modesty  an;i  shamefaccdness,** 
recommended  by  an  apostle,  but 
♦udgcd  at  present  a  little  obsolete. 
She  describes  the  parental  instruc' 
tion  she  received  and  submitted  to. 
Whether  the  study  of  the  Hebrew 


prbfitable  substitution  for  trjfliij^ 
amuiements,  some  may  doubt ;  rho' 
the  acquisition  of  this  iano;«age  is 
certainly  not  very  difficult,  and 
may  be  of  great  utility  fo  all  who 
wish  a  fuller  i<,cquaintance  with  the 
original  scriptures.  But,  perhaps, 
young  people  may  be  amused  by 
•  acquisitions  in  geography,  hibtoiy, 
botany,  5:C.  more  agreeably,  and. 
with  equally  good  effects. 

The  second  Dialogue  enters  into 
the  subject  of  what  ;;rc  called  the 
Aiiiaphora,  or  things  of  an  inditl'crent 
nature.    Mrs.  Dormer,  the  defender 
of  the  commonly- indul^^^cd  amuse- 
nvents,  gives  up  the  playliouse,  as 
the  sink  of  impurity,  and   a  school 
of  profanenesi!     How  our  gentry, 
nobility,  &c.  will  except  to   such  a 
concession,  their  pmctice    demon- 
strates ;  but  no  sanction,   however 
great,  can  alter  the  nature  of  things. 
Sufficient  has  been  said  by  Mr.  Law, 
Dr.*  Witherspoon,    Dr.  Bray, '  and 
many  others,  to   prove  the  contra- 
riety of  the  stage,   and  its  perform- 
ers,   to   the   purity  of  the  gospel;, 
but,  as  to  a  card-party,  a  song,"or  a 
dance,    or    such    innocent    amuse- 
ments, Mrs.  Dormer  perceives  no-  . 
thing  contrary    to    the   spirit  of  a 
Christian,    in  occasionally  counte- 
nancing tliem  by  her  presence,  tho' 
she  may  not  join   in  them.     Mis* 
N,    argues  against     the  dangerous 
tendfticy  of  all  these,  however  c   n- 
sidered  in  the  abstract  as  ind  ifFer- 
ent   or  innocent;    and    end^^v  Airi 
very  strongly  to  prove  the  injurious 
effects  of  all  these  things ;  the   loss    ' 
of  time,  temper,  and  money,  almost 
necessarily  involved   in  the.se  pur- 
suits ;  and   the  impossibility  ot  re- 
tiring from  any  such  company  with- 
out unfitting  tl.e  mind   for  commu- 
nion with  God ;  and  that  the  harm 
resulting  from  the>e  is  great  lo  body 
and    soul,    aild    inconsistent    with 
every  baptismal  cnga^^ement.     The 
argument  is    supported   hy^  strong 
quotations  from  Bishops  Beveridge, 
Home,  &c.     But  authorities  weigh 
Ihttle  against  general  usage.     Vital 
Christianity  is  so  far  removed  from 
nominal  profession,   that,*  like  the 
strait  gate  tfiat  leadeth  to  life,  few 
iindit.     A  truth  too  certain,  from 
the  lips  of  the   Saviour,  to  admit 


language  b?  the  most  amusing  ao4  ^  dUpute  with  his  real  disciples }  but 
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too  shocking  and  offensive  to  the 
herd  of  Christians  in  name,  to  be 
ever  supposed. 

The  fact  is,  ^U  Miss  N.'s  argu- 
ments.will  never  acquit  her  of  aus- 
terity '  and  affecred  sanctity  (alias 
Methodism)  in  the  eyes  of  all  bu.t  a 
few,  who  have  chosen  the  better 
part,  and  sought  and  found  a  hap- 
piness superior  to  what  these  things, 
so  zealously  pleaded  for,  ever  could 
afford. 

We  cordially  wish  these  Dialogues 
may  be  deeply  and  seriously  consi- 
dered ;  fully  persuaded,  that  the 
miserably  unsound  religion  in  vogue, 
'  Tvill  awfully  deceive  its  deluded  vo- 
taries, and  leave  them,  as  the  foolish 
virgins,  without.  To  such  as  ar^ 
pleased  with  ihe  sober  serioubness 
of  scriptural  truth,  much  edifica- 
tion and  conviction,  such  as  Mrs. 
Dormer  in  the  last  DiaJog»ie  ac- 
Iwnowledges,  will  be  ministered ; 
but  if  they  look  for  point  or  anec- 
dot?,  these  enlivening  touches  will 
not  be  found. 

Infant  Salvation  :  an  Essay ^  io prove 
the  Salvation  of  all  toho  die  in  In- 
fancy ;  vjit/t  Answers  io  Objections, 
Second  Edition,  corrected    Svo,  is. 
The  first  edition  of  this  interest- 
ing pamphlet  having  escaped   us, 
the  great  importance  of  the  subject 
induces  us  now  to  recommend  it  to 
our  readers  ;    which  we  most  cor- 
dially do,   particularly  to    parents 
under  distressing  apprehensions  as 
to  the  state  of  their  departed  in- 
fants.    Such  the  author  endeavours 
to  console  with  a  variety  of  Scrip- 
tural  arguments  ;   and   which    we 
thinj;  forcible  and  satisfactory. 

An  Essay  on  the  Inspiration  of  the 

Holy  Scriptures  oft/ie  Old  and  New 

Tcjiameni.     By  John  Dick,  A.M. 

Glasgow,  zd  Edition-  iimo,  316/^. 

^s,  common.     ^s.Cd,Jine, 

In  our  Magazine  for  Feb.  1801, 

with  a  brief  analysis  of  this  work, 

we  gave  it  our  decided  approbation, 

;is    a  comprehensive  and  masterly 

defence  of  the  doctrine  of  inspiration ; 

which  has  of  late  years  been  much 

•pposed,  not  only  by  avowed  enc. 

inics,  but  by  professed  friends  to 

rcvelatigi^.    The  present  edition  be, 

mg  corrected  and  enlarged,  has  still 

greater  claims  to  public  patronage  i 


and  we  know  not  of  any  books  of 
the  same  extent  more  suitable  for 
young  and  wavering  minds,  than 
this  and  Mr*  Bogue's  celebrated 
Ess7y  :  the  one  generally  establish- 
ing the  divine  origin  of  Christianityi 
ai\d  the  other  particularly  ^»roving 
the  claim  of  its  sacred  writers  to 
inspiration  from  above. 

Miscellaneous  Papers,  cAiefy  in  the 
Form  of  Sermons  j  written  by  ihe  lat£ 
George  Griffiths,  of  Bristol,  a  pious 
youthy  who  died  at  theAgeofSlx' 
teen  Tears  :  also^  a  short  Account  of 
his  last  Days^  To  which  is  added ^ 
the  Funeral  Discourse  which  his  Death 
occasioned.  JBy  S.Lowell,  iimo, 
144/'/.     IS,  dd. 

George  Griffiths  was  a  re- 
markable iastance,  not  only  of  early 
piety,  but  of  amiable  disposition 
and  promising  talents.  Before, 
however,  ihofc  talents  were  matured 
for  public  usefulness,  it  pleased  the 
Lord  to  call  him  to  himself.  His 
active  mind  anticipating  the  work 
upon  which  his  heart  was  set,  com- 
posed the  outlines  of  several  *^dis- 
courses,  which  are  here  presented  to 
the  public  ;  and  which,  considering 
the  age  of  the  writer,  may  teach 
us  to  regret  his  loss.  By  these, 
being  dead,  he  yet  speaketh ;  and 
unites  his  voice  with  the  servants 
of  God  of  every  age,  to  c^all  upon 
us  to  ♦*  repent  and  believe  the  gos* 
pel."  These  short  discourses  arc 
not  only  pious,  but  animated,  and 
generally  judicious.  The  short  ex-, 
ordium  to  the  third  ^iscour^jc,  ap- 
peared to  us  particularly  striking. 
The. seventh  sennon,  on  affliction, 
h  very  experimental ;  and  the  Dis- 
course on  the  Love  of  God,  writteix 
in  his  illness,  is  sweet  and  pious. 
'  The  Funeral  Discourse,  by  Mr, 
Lowell,  on  the  example  of  Josiah, 
is  judicious  and  pathetic  ;  the  be- 
nefits of  early  pietyj  and  the  evilt 
of  procrastination  in  religion,  ar«{ 
represented  with  much  energy  and 
force  of  argument.  We  were  sur-, 
prized,  however,  that  this  sermon,^ 
which  is  said  to  be  *  added,'  is  pre- 
fixed to  those  of  Griffiths  ;  and  that 
his  discourses,  which  (p.,  29)  ar^ 
called  *  preceding,'  actually  follow^ 
^utthis  Confusion  of  arrangement 
is  probably  owing  to  the  enror  of 
cither  the  printer  or  the  binder^ 
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"Wc  should  farther  inform  our 
readers,  that  Mr.  Lowell's  sermon 
is  also  printed  in  8voy  and  sold  sepa- 
rate,  to  gratify  those  who  may  wish 
to  bind  it  with  his  other  sermons. 

The  Beauties  of  Henry:  a  Selection 
tf  ih€  most  striking  Passages  in  the 
Exposition  of  that  celebrated  Com- 
snentaior,  Fol  II.  Extracted  from 
the  Poetical  and  'Prophetical  Parts  of 
the  Old  Testament,  ijy  John  Getu-d, 
Ktchin,  iimo,  450//.  45.  6</. 
boards. 

The  former  volume  of  this  work 
appeared  several  years  flnce,  and 
wras  reviewed  in  our  Magazine  for 
February  1798  ;  but  the  editor  was 
intimidated  from  proceeding  by  the 
enormous  price  of  paper.  The  third 
and  last  volume  is,  nowever,  now 
In  the  press  ;  and  we  are  led  to  ex- 
pect tne  completion  of  this  useful 
and  interesting  publication  within 
three  months  ensuing.  In  the  pro- 
secution of  the  work,  Mr.  G.  has 
given    some    extracts    from    Mr. 
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Henry's  remarks  on  the  author  and 
design  of  each  distinct  book ;  the 
defect  of  which,  in  the  former  vo- 
lume, will  be  supplied  by  an  Ap- 
pendi^c  to  the  last. 

A  concise  Hebrew  Grammar,  wiM- 
out  Points.  By  the  late  V/.  Ro- 
maine,  A.M.  To  which  is  /idded, 
the  Scheme  of  a  Ferb  conjugated^ 
with  all  tlie  Serviles  printed  in  Red 
Ink ;  and  some  additional  Notes  and 
Obfervdtions  by  the  Editor,  fri/o.  lu 
izmo.  <^d. 

This  Grammar  has  been  long 
handed  about  in  MS.  among  the 
friends  of  the  late  Mr.  Romaine, 
who  was  known  to  be  aii  exrcllent 
Hebrsan;  and  the  publi«her,  after 
the  fullest  evidence  of  its  authen- 
ticity, has  made  it  public.  The 
rules  are  indeed  very  concise,  atid 
very  simple:  but  several  useful 
particulars  are  added  by  the  editor; 
and  the  table  in  two  colours  wiH 
be  found  exceedingly  useful  to  be. 
ginners. 
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rious Authors ;  intended  as  a  Sup- 
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tions of  Scripture.  By  D.  Turner, 
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Rev.  Jos.  Johnson,  at  Warrington. 
Introductory  Discourse  by  the  Rev. 
S.  Bradley, — Charge  by  the  Rev. 
W.  Roby, — Sermon  by  the  Rev.  J. 
Sharp, — ^Confession  of  Faith,  &c. 
by  the  Rev.  J.  Johnson. 

Vindication  of  Protestant  Dis- 
sent from  the  Charge  of  the  Rev, 
T.  Robinson,  M.  A.  Vicar  of  St. 
Mary's,  Leicester.,  Jn  a  Pamphlet 
entitled,  **  A  Serious  CaL  to  a  con- 
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Criminal  Charges.  By  the  Author  of 
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The  Ninth  General  Meeting  of  the  Missioncny  Sociefy, 
,    MAY  II,  12,  AND  13,  1803. 


Solomon  describes  the  return  of 
^  spring  in  terms  equally  applicable  to 
tijc  present  season,  both  in  a  Hteial 
»ad  spiritual  sense:  *'The  winter 
is  past,  the  ralji  is  over  and  gone  ; 
the  flowers  appear  on  the  earth,  the 
time  of  the  singing  of  birds  is  come^ 
and  the  voice  of  the  turtle  is  heard 
in  our  land."  The  pleasures  of 
spring  naturally  lead  us  to  anticipate 
the  joys  of  harvest ;  and  it  is  doubly 
pleasing  to  the  Christian  mind  tp 
look  forward >  not  only  to  a  harvest 
in  the  world,  buta  richer  harvest  in 
the  church/  This  is  a  pleasure  now 
annually  enjoyed  by  the-  members 
and  friends  of  the- Missionary  So- 
ciety J  for  may  wV  uot  apply  to 
them  the  animating  words  ef  our 
adorable  Saviour — **  Lift  up  your 
eyes  and  look  on  the  fields  j  for  tiicy 
are  white  already  to  harvest  V*  We 
cannot  but  indulge  the  cheering 
liope,  tliat  the  seed  of  the  wordf^ 
which  this  Society,  and  other  reli- 
gioits  bodies,  arc  sov^  ing  in  various 
countries,  will  produce,  by  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Holy  Spirit,  a  glori- 
ous harvest  of  converted  Heathens^ 
Possessed  of  this  hope>  it  is  always 
with  pleasure  we  present  to  our 
readers  a  detailed  account  of  the 
anniversary  Meetings  of  the  Society, 

The  first  public  Meeting  was  at 
Sdrry  Chapel,  on  Wednesday,  the 
1  ith  of  May.  The  pra)  ers  of  the 
f^stablished  Churcli  were  read  by 
tl\e  Rev.  Mr.  Hill  ^  Mr.  Weaver, 
•f  Shrewsbury,  prayed  before  ser- 
mon; Mr.Bottomky,  of  Scarboro*, 
preached  on  Rom.  ii.  7.  *'  Tothi-ia 
who»  by  patient  continuance  in  well- 
doing, seek  for  glory,  and  honour^ 
and  immortality,  eternal  life.'*  Af- 
ter tlic  s«rmon„  an  extract  from  th^ 
Annual  Report  of  tlic  Directors 
was  read  hy  Mr,.  Rurder»  ior  the 
general  i«toiiuatt<>5X  oi^  the  Reli- 
gious Public.  •^  Ai^.^  JJumphries^ 
of  HainniersiuiUi;^  cyacludcd  with 
jprayer. 


S>n  Wednesday  cremng,  Mr, 
Young,  of  Canterbury  (^iO^  'js  :  -- 
mcrly  mentioned  by  mistakv',  of  ilt- 
ley)  preached  at  the  TaberrKicic, 
from  Rom.  xv.  20,  11.  **  So  havcl 
strived  10  preached  the  g:os-^>el,  not 
where  Christ  wa«  numed^  lest  I 
should  build  on  another  man*s  foucu 
datioii ;  but  as  it  is  written.  To 
whojn  he  was  uot  spoken  of,  they 
shiH  see  j  and  they  that  have  not 
heard  shall  understand.**  Mr.  Ful- 
ler, of  Kettering,  praye<£  before 
sermon  ;  and  Mr.Mantell,  of  West- 
bury,  after  it. 

On  Thursday  evening,  at  Totten- 
ham court  Chapel, after  the  prayers 
of  the  Church,  Mr.  Gf.  Ewinjf,  o£ 
Gla^^ow,  preached  on  Acts  avii, 
30,  31.  «*  And  .the  times  of  this  ig- 
norance, God  winked  at ;  but  noir 
commandeth  all  men,  everywhere, 
to  repent ;  because  he  hath  ap- 
jpoi«ted  a  day,  in  the  which  he  will 
judge  the  world  in  righteousness, 
by  that  man  whom  he  hath  ordain-- 
ed  i  whereof  he  hath  given  assur- 
ance unto  all  men,  in  that  he  hath 
raised  him  from  the  dead."  Mr. 
Williams,  of  Birmingham>  prayed 
before  sermon  j  and  Mr.  Wigton; 
from  Scotland,  after  it. 

On  Friday  momhig  the  pnl>]ic 
service  was  at  St.  Paul's  Church,^ 
Sh^fdwell.  After  prayer^,,  which 
were  read  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wink- 
worth,  the  Rev.  Jeremiah  Newell, 
Visar  of  Great  Misscnden,  i\i\d  Per- 
petual Curate  of  Lee,  Bucks, 
preached  from  Actsxxii.  zr.  •*  And 
be  said  unto  me,  Depait ;  for  I  will 
send  thee  far  bence  unto  the  Geo- 

We  have  tlie  pleasure  to  say» 
that  tR:esc  Sermons  will  be  pub^ 
lished  at  as  early  a  period  as  possi- 
ble, together  with^  the  Report  at 
large,  which  wijl  be  fouiul  pecu^ 
liarly  interesting. 

Appropriate  Hymns,  from  the 
M'issiojjaq  CqUcction,  were  sunfi 
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'at  the  vanoiis  places  of  worship  ; 
and  were  gi  veil  out  by  Messrs. Paul, 
Leggci,  Thornton,  Dunn,  Sabine, 
M'AII,  Kent,  Philip,  Arnold,  Mo- 
reH,  Tracy,  Frorac,  Lowell,  a%d 
Uinxsman. 

The   Sacramental    Festival,   en 
Friday  evening,    at    Zion  chapel, 
<rowi«d  the  public  religious   ser- 
vices  o£   the   Anniversary.      The 
ministers  who  engaged  in  prayer  and 
exhortation  were  Dr.  Haweis,   Mi;. 
Collier,  Mr.  Cooke,    Dr.  Kemp, 
Mr.  Ball,  Mr.  Bogue,  and  Mr.  R. 
■Hill,  who  closed  the  solemnity.    A 
^reat  number  of  ministers  assisted 
la  the  distribution  of  the  elements ; 
among  whom  we  recollect  Messrs. 
Creatbeed,  Hopkins,  Williams,  of 
Stepney  ;  Bickerdyke,  Brooksbank, 
Cockin,    M*A11,    Jackson,    J.  A. 
Knight,  Jones,   Towers,  Ewmg,  J. 
Townsend,    Buck,  Fowler,    Piatt, 
Weston,  Kifight,  Adams,  &c.  The 
scene  was  solemn  and  grand  beyond 
.  xkscription,  and  aifordcd  a  delight- 
ful resemblance  of    that  celestial 
place,  where  the  union  of  all  tlie 
tbllowersof  the  Lamb  shall  be  com* 
plcte  and  everlasting. 

Tkc^  number  of  n^inieten  who 
were  collected  from  vai'ious  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  was  thought  to  be 
greater  tiian  on  any  former  occa- 
sion i  and  such  was  the  desire  of  the 
friends  of  the  Society  to  enjoy  tlic 
public  services,  that  the  large 
chapels,  in  which  they  were  held, 
^were  crowded  long  before  the  time 
appointed;  and  a  great  many  were 
unable  to  procure  admittance.  — 
This,  wc  trubt,  may  be  considered 
as  an  indication  that  the  desire  of 
commuhicating  the  word  of  life  to 
the  H^atl^n,  is  a  steady  ahd  in- 
.  creasing*  principle  in  the  hearts  of 
God's  people,  and  will  continue  to 
produce  the  most  energetic  efforts 
for  the  good  of  mankind.  Already 
has  the  Lord  vouchsafed  to  smile  on 
the  sacred  Work ;  and  the  Report 
of  the  Directors  affords  the, most 
pleasing  evidence  that  the  labours 
-•f  the  Society  have  been  far  from 
being  fruitless. 

The  Meetings  of  the  Society  for 
tlie  dispatch  ot  business  were  lipid 
at  the  usual  cimei  at  Mr.  Br^oki- 


bank's,  in  Staining  Lane.  —  The 
Thanks  of  the  body  were  voted  to 
the  Directors,  to  the  Preachers,  and 
to  the  Treasurer  (Mr,  Hardcastle> 
who  was  requested  to  continue  his 
valuable  services  in  that  dtpart- 
ment.  The  Rev.  George  Burdcr 
was  unanimously  chosen  Secretary 
to  tlie  Society,  in  the  room  of  the 
late  pious  and  useful  Mn  Eyre,  of 
Hackney,  who^e  talents  and  influ- 
ence contributed  much  ^o  the  first 
formation  and  gradual  progress  of 
the  institution ;  and  whose  death  is 
moit  sincerely  lamented  by  all  wh© 
knew  his  uncommon  worth. 

To  accommodate  a  number  of 
friends  wlio  attended  at  Shadwell. 
church  on  Friday  morning,  and  who 
were  to  assemble  in  the  afternoon 
at  Zion-chapel  for  business,  a  cold 
collation  was  provided  at  Sun- 
Tavern  Fields,  by  the  hospitality  of 
Mr.  Sims  ;  and  about  seventy  per- 
sons enjoyed  the  social  refreshment. 

Religious  Tract  Sociely. 

Tims  excellent  institution,  like 
many  others,  took  its  rise  from  the 
Missionary  Society,  was  founded  iik 
the  year  1799 ;  and  has  increased  im 
magnitude  and  usefulness  every  suc- 
ceeding year.  According  to  the 
annual  custom,  the  friends, of  the 
Society  met  at  St.  Paul's  Coffee- 
House,  on  Thursday  morning,  at 
seven  o'clock,  and  breakfasted  to- 
gether. A  very  interesting  Report  - 
of  the  progress  of  the  institution 
during  the  last  year,  was  read  by 
the  Secretary,  Mr.  Hughes  ;  where- 
in it  appeared  that  the  funds  of  the 
Society  were  in  an  improved  state, 
and  that  about  300,000  Tracts  had 
been  distributed  in  the  course  of  tlie 
pastyear.  Several  pleasing  instances 
were  related,  by.dilfcrent  gentle- 
men, of  the  h^poy  effect  of  the 
Tracts  on  the  minds  of  individuaK; 
which,  together  with  those  lately 
published  in  **  The  Originand  Pro- 
gress of  the  Society,"  satisfactorily 
evince  the  eligibility  of  thisplanx^jf 
diffusing  evangelical  truth,  and 
strongly  recommend  it  to  the  more 
general  attention  of  the  religious 
worlfi. 
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ABRIDGED  REPORT,  ' 

read  at  Surry  and  Tottenham-Court  Chapels^ 

The  Directors  of  the  Nfissionary  Society,  apprchcndinff  that  some  ac* 
count  of  their  operations  and  prospects  may  be  expected  on  these  occa. 
stons,  in  order  to  excite  a  s\iint  of  praise  smd  prayer,  offer  the  following 
Extract  from  the  Annual  Report  to  the  Society  at  large. 
As  the  mission  to  Otaheite  was     district  but  one.     «*  In  the  midst  of 


that  which  first  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Society,  sq  it  has  conti- 
skued  to  be  the  subject  of  their  par- 
ticular care.  By  the  arrival  of  the 
Royal  Admiral,  in  July  last,  intel- 
ligeixre  was  received,  that  the  nine 
Missionaries,  sent  out  in  that  vessel, 
had  reached,  the  island  in  good 
health,  and  were  cordially  received, 
both  by  the  brethren  and  the  na- 
tives. At  that  time  a  gerteral  meet- 
ing of  the  Chiefs  was  expected  ;  and 
painful  apprehensions  of  its  conse- 
quences were  entertained,  as  a  spirit 
of  disaffection  to  the  chiefs  had  al- 
ready discovered  itself.  By  a  let- 
ter lat^ely  received,  we  learn  that  a 
civil  war  had  actually  broken  out, 
which  exposed  the  brethren  to  im- 
minent danger-;  from  which,  how- 
ever, they  were  delivered  by  the 
seasonable  interposition  of  Divine 
Providence,  in  the  arrival  of  two 
English  ships ;  for,  by  the  assist- 
ance of  our  countrymen,  Pomarre, 
the  king's  father  and  principal 
chief,  was  enabled  to  obtain  very 
important  advantages  over  the  in- 
surgents, after  he  had  been  twice 
defeated  by^  them,  and  nearly 
brought  under  the  necessity  of 
abandoning  the  island.  The  imme- 
diate occasion  of  this  disturbance, 
■was  the  seizure  of  a  billet  of  wot^a 
by  the  chief  Otoo,  from  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Attahooroo  ;  which  billet 
they  worshipped  as  their  supreme 
divinity.  —  The  los^s  sustained  by 
the  Missionaries  in  rheir  gardens, 
fences,  an'd  cultivated  grounds,  was 
considerable  ;  but  they  inform  us, 
that  the  worfc  of  preaching  the  gos- 
pel continues;  and  that  the  Lord  so 
over- ruled  the  disorders  of  the 
island,  that  several  hundreds  of  the 
natives  obtained  an  opportunity  of 
hearing  the  word  ofsalvdtion  incon- 
sequence of  them.  One  circuit  thro' 
the  country  had  been  taken  just  be- 
fore the  insurrection  took  place,  and 
the  gospel  was  preached  in  every 


darkness  and  perplexity,"  say  they, 
•*  we  sometimes  enjoy  a  gleam  of 
hope,  that  God  is  humbling  the 
people,  and  preparing  them  for  a 
general  reception  of  his  word."^ 
Otoo  himself  had  desired  to  hear 
the  word  of  Jehavah ;  and  assem- 
bled many  of  his  subjects  for  that 
purpose.  He  seems  to  have  some 
idea  that  there  is  but  one  God;  and 
expresses  no  dislike  to  what  he 
heard.  The  Society  acknowledges 
the  good  hand  of  God  in  his  pro- 
teqtion  of  the  Missionaries  on  this 
occasion,  and  anxiously  hope  to  re- 
ceive information  of  the  restoration 
of  tranquillity,  and  the  progress  of 
the  gospel  in  that  country.  It  is 
satisfactory  to  reflect,  that  this  sta- 
tion has  already  become  of  consider- 
able importance  to  the  colony  of 
New  South  Wales,  in  supplying 
its  increasing  population 'with  sah 
provisions ;  and  by  means  of  the 
mtercourse  which  takes  place  be 
tween  the  two  countries,  tlK  se- 
curity of  the  brethren,  as  well  as 
their  estimation  among  the  natives, 
is  likely  to  be  promoted. 

We  have  two  amiable  young  men, 
named  Maydon  and  Oly,  about  six- 
teen years  of  a^e,  under  the  care  of 
Dr.  Okeley,  of  Mirfield,  iA a  Mo- 
ravian school.  They  have  given 
pleasing  evidence  of  improvemeat 
m  the  letters  they  have  written,  and 
the  report  received  from  Dr.  Oke^ 
ley;  and  promise  to  be  useful  help- 
ers4o  our  Missionary  brethren,  and 
a  blessing  to  their  countrymenwhen- 
eVer  they  return  to  their  native 
land;  which  we  hope  will  not  be 
very  long  delayed, 

If^  proceed^  in  tb'e  next  place  ^  togi^ue  s. 
general  idea  oj  the  M/ssions  in  Africa* 
About  three  years  ago,  brother 
Manenberg,  and  others,  were  sent 
by  this  Society  to  Africa  j  whcie 
they  were  taken  binder  tlie  immc. 
diatcprotfictionof  the  ScHith  Airi^ 
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tan  Society*  brother  Manenberg 
was  appointed  to  labour  among  a 
congregation  of  Christians  at  C'ape- 
Town ;  and  also  to  attend  to  the  in- 
struction of  the  Heathen,  who  are 
more  mixnerous  there  than  at  any 
other  place  in  the  colony.  Here  his 
labotirs  have  been  abundantly  bless- 
ed, especially  to  the  conversion  of 
many  of  the  Hottentots. 

Onf  next  Missionary  station  is  at 
■  Btellenbusch,  about  twenty  miles 
from  Cape-Town,  and  under  the 
care  of  brother  Bekkar.  This  de- 
iroted  servant  of  Christ  having  for- 
merly resided  in  that  place,  and  be- 
mg  much  affected  with  the  deplor- 
-  able  condition  of  the  Heathen,  of- 
fered himself  for  the  Missionary 
work,  and  has  been  successfully  en. 
gaged  in  it.  He  has  opened  a  school 
tor  the  native  children,  about 
thirty  of  whom  are  instructed  in  it : 
ind  It  appear^  that  several  of  the 
poor  Heathen  have  joyfully  cm- 
praced  the  Saviour  of  sinners. 

Bastian  Tfomp,  another  native 
of  Holland,  sent  out.  by  this  So- 
ciety, began  to  exercise  his  minis- 
tiy,  about  two  years  since,  at  a 
tolace  called  Waggon-makers'  Val- 
ley. Here  he  met  with  great  oppo- 
sition  from  some  mistaken  persons, 
who  misrepresented  Ms  mission  to 
the  Governor,  and  would  gladly 
have  suppressed  it ;  but  wneral 
Dundaswas  so  well  convinced  of  its 
beneficial  tendency,  that  he  gave 
him  protection  and  encouragement. 
This  faithful  Missionary  has  con- 
tinned  to  labour  among  different 
sorts  of  people  -*  the  HotteYitots,'' 
Boschemen,  and  slaves  from  Mo- 
zambique ;  in  some  of  whom  he 
.  hopes  he  jperccives  the  work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

The  MisSlonaVy,  Kichcrer  is  set- 
tied  at  Zak  River,  about  nineteen 
days  jourliey  from  the  Cape  (300 
miles);  where  there  is  reason  to 
hope  that  his  labours  have  been 
blessed;  as  also  in  several  other 
places  ^li^re  he  itinerated.  He  is 
Assisted  by  a  young  man,  whose 
Conversion  id  God  is  the  fruit  of 
hts  ifninistry,  and  to  whom  he  is 
li^nd'mg  5\ich  Instrudion  as  m^y 
Qualify  him  foi*.  future  usefulness 
lUdong  the*  H^tileti.     . 

Another  Missionary  station  is  at 


Graaf  Reinet,  where  a  eohsid<»rable 
ntimber  of  the  natives  hear  the  word 
of  life  from  brother  Vandcrlineen* 
Here  a  piece  of  ground  has  been 
given  to  the  Society  by  the  Com- 
missioner Maynier,  a  distinguished 
friend  and  protector  of  the  Missioa- 
aries. 

An  English  Missionary,  of  the 
mme  of  Anderson,  has  been  for 
more  thaif  two  years  eminently  zeal* 
ous  and  diligent^  especially  near 
the  Great  Orange  River.  He  has 
preached  to  great  numbers  of  the 
Heathen  of  different  nations  5  many 
of  whom  intreatcd  that  the  word  o( 
salvation  might  be  declared  unto 
them.  They  behave  in  an  afiec?* 
tionate  manner  to  brother  Anderson 
and  his  interpreter^  :  and  many  of 
them  had  begun  to  learn  to  read* 
Some  also  give  reason  to  hope  that 
spiritual  impressions  had  been  made 
on  their  minds.  It  afforded  the  Di- 
rectors peculiar  satisfaction  to  learn^ 
that  two  commissioners,  who  had 
been  appointed  to  survey  and  report 
the  state  pf  the  colony,  had  Vlsked 
this  station,  and  expresseil  to  ^o^ 
vernment  their  persuasion,^  that  the 
exertions  of  the  Missionaries  would 
prove  the  most  powerful  means  of 
civilizing  the  natives^  and  tranquil 
lizing  the  colony. 

There  are  two  other  individuals 
employed  in  the  good  work  in  Af- 
rica ;  one  named  Vcster,  a  native 
of  Holland;  the  other  a  native  of 
Mozambique,  who  had  been  sold 
as  a  slave ;  but  being  converted, 
under  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Vos,  late 
of  Rodesand,  has  discovered  an 
earnest  desire  to  be  instrumental  in 
the  conversion  of  others  :  he  is  fa- 
voured with  strong  intellectual  en* 
dowments,  which,  being  now  imdef 
a  sanctified  direction,  are  likely  to 
be  rendered  extensively  useful.  He 
has  been  placed  under  the  care  of 
the  Missionary  Society  at  the  Cape^ 
that  he  may  be  prepared  to  accom- 
pany other  Missionaries  to  the  po* 
pulous  regions  of  Mozambique. 

Our  much  revered  and  faithful 
brother  Dr.  Vanderkemp,  continues 
his  apostolic  labours  in  the  Mission- 
ary field.  He  has  removed  from 
his  former  station  at  Graaf  Reinet, 
to  Algoa  Bay,  on  the  eastern  coast^ 
where  a  Missionary  settlement  seem- 
M  m 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ftS6  HELiGioas 

ed  highly  desirable,  as  likely  to 
t>ring  together  a  great  number  of 
the  natives,  and  to  accelerate  both 
their  civilization  and  religion i  in. 
structioni  Such  was  the  probable 
importance  of  this  attempt,  that  it 
gained  the  most  cordial  approbation 
of  Govembr  Dundas,  who  was 
pleased  to  honour  Dr.  Yanderkemp 
with  great  assistance  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  plan.  The  Missionary 
Ready  a  very  distinguished  young 
man',  is  united  with  the  Doctor  in 
his  labours  at  Algoa  Bay. 

We  have  tlie  pleasure  of  statin^^, 
that  the  Missionary  Society  at  the 
Cape  continue  to  exert  themselves 
with  unabating  energy,  in  promot- 
ing the  Redeemer's  kingdom  among 
the  surrounding  Heathen.  They 
persevere  in  their  pi*ayer-meetinss 
tor  this  purpose,  which  they  hold 
in  a  large  building  erected  for  that 
use;  and  are  about  to  establish  a 
Missionary  Seminary.  A  similar 
institution  is  farming  at  Steileo* 
bosch. 

With  heartfelt  delight  we  an- 
nounce our  persuasion,  that,  thro* 
the  instrumentality  of  this  Society, 
many  thousands  of  the  Heathen  in 
Africa  are  now  listening  to  the  joy- 
ful sound  of  the  gospel ;  and  tha^ 
more  than  a  few,  who  were  afar  off, 
arc  brought  nigh  by  the  blood  of 
Christ.  A  considerable  number  of 
the  risii^  generation  are  .under  be- 
neficial instruction,  and  forming  for 
useful  stations  in  civil  society*  An 
energy,  before  unknown,  is  obser- 
vable in  many  of  the  Christian  peo- 
ple ;  a  desire  to  hear  tiic  gospel 
prevails  among  multitudes  of  the 
Heathen  ;  rtnd  our  Misbionaries  arc 
already  engaged  in  preaching  to 
tribes  of  men,  wlK>be  name  had 
scarcely  reached  us.  Two  more 
Missionaries  are  about  to  depart 
from  Holland ;  men  who  ha^e  re- 
linquished the  enjo)f  merits  of  civi, 
jlzed  scjciety  to  visit  Africa  j  and 
spread,  in  regions  almost  unkiK>wn, 
the  sweet  savour  of  the  name  of 
Tesus. 

The  faithful  labours  of  Mr.HilU 
yard,  in  Newfoundland,  have  not 
been  in  vain.  Twenty-eight  per- 
ik)ns  have  been  fonned  iiito  a  reli. 
gious  society  i   and  about    tliirty 
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young  persons  appear  to  be  under. 
spiritual  concern. 

Two  missions  have  bcsn  esta- 
blished in  North  America.  Mr. 
Bentom,  who  is  settled  at  Quebec^ 
assures  us,  that  there  are  some  pre* 
cious  souls,  whose  pious  conaucC 
obliges  him  to  believe  that  they 
have  been  brought  out  of  darkness 
into  light  by  his  means.  Mr.  Mit- 
chell, also  at  New  Carlisle,  in  the 
Bay  of  Chaleur,  informs 'us,  that 
the  work  of  the  Lord  continues  to 
prosper  in  the  midst  of  opposition* 
Two  praying  societies  have  been 
formed  amongst  them  ;  and  grelt 
attention  paid  to  the  rising  genera* 
tion.  ' 

During  the  two  past  years  the  So- 
ciety has  manifested  the  commend* 
able  desire  of  endeavouring  to  build, 
on  the  ruins  of  the  papacy  m  France, 
the  divine  edifice  of  pure  Christi- 
anity ;  and  as  the  most  powerful 
mean  for  that  purpose,  within  their 
reach,  was  the  circulation  of  the 
holy  Scriptures,  they  determined 
to  consecrate  a  part  of  their  fundi 
to  this  object,  j^ Reflecting  also  on 
the  awful  effects  of  infidelity,  they 
judgod  it  might  be  of  great  use  to 
connect  with  the  Scriptures  a  vin^ 
dication  of  their  divine  authority* 
This  important  service  has  been  at* . 
chieved  in  tiie  most  satisfactory^ 
manner,  by  one  of  their  highly  re- 
spected members. 

The  treaty  of  peace  between  )the 
two  countries  having  renewed  the 
means  of  personal  intercourse,  it 
was  concluded,  that,  a  deputation  to 
Prance  was  of  great  importance,  not 
only  in  determining  on  the  best 
mode  of  printing  and  circulating  the  • 
New  Testament  an  I  the  £ssay,  but 
also  in  procuring  such  iofonuatioa 
on  the  state  ot  xeligion  in  that 
country,  a>  would  enable  the  So- 
ciety to  form  a  judgment  on  the* 
best  m^ans  of  promoting  the  inte^ 
res^s  of  true  religion  there.  The  re- 
sult of  this  visit  is  generally. known^ 
and  has  produced  a  hope  that  the 
Protestant  cause  iluy  soon  rise  froni 
its  ruins.  The  Directors  liave  tlo^ 
the  pleasure  to  announce,  that  th^ 
New  Testament,  the  £ssay,  th»- 
Assembly's  Catechism,  aad  som^i 
Tracts,  are  primed,  fui4  now  in  cir- 
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cuUtmn  in  France,  and  will  shortly 
be  so  in  Italy.  The  necessity  of 
publishing  the  Scriptures  in  tliose 
countries  is  proved,  from  the  great 
difficulty  which  the  deputation 
found  in  procuring  a  singk  copy  of 
them  at  Paris  j  and  they  are  in- 
formed that  this  is  equally  the  case 
in  Italy. 

The  Deputation  having  fully  as- 
certained, that  an  energetic  and  evan- 
celical  ministry  would  be  likely  to 
DC  well  attended  and  well  supported 
in  France,  they  conceived  that  the 
establishment  of  a  Protestant  church 
at  Paris^  -would  be  productive  of 
the  most  beneficial  effects.     The 
Jlev.  Mn   Tracy,    who  was  then 
there^  ^wat  requested  to  continue  on 
the  spot,  to  superintend  the  publi- 
cations,   and  to  -make  enquiries  re- 
fpecting  asuitsfble  Chlirch.     Infor- 
mation has  been  obtained,  which 
proves  the  almost  unlimited  extent 
inwhich  the  Scriptures  and  Protest- 
ant writings  may  be  circulated.   At 
BescRCon^  in  the  south  $  and  at  Ar- 
las,  in  the  north,  where,  till  lately, 
no  Protestants. were  to  be  fouhd, 
applications  for  Protestant  ministers 
and  churches  ha,ve  been  made,  and 
signed  by  12,000  persons  at  th^  fot^ 
mcr  place,  and  nearly  as  many  at 
^e  latter  j  —  and  although  many 
churches  have  already  been  given 
to  the  Protestants,  900  congrega- 
tions are  still    destitute,  both  of 
churches  and  pastors.  Even  in  Bel- 
^um,  the  same  disposition  appears. 
.    Such  are  the  extensive  prospects 
which  Providence  has  opened;  but, 
in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  bf 
the  object,'  is  the  necessity  of  pnv- 
dence  in  the  pursuit  of  it ;    and  as 
the  measures  of  the  Directors  must 
be  regulated  by  the  political  rela- 
tions of.  the  two  countries,   they 
wait  for  further  Ught  upon  this  in- 
teresting matter,  and  pledge  them- 
selves, that  it  sliall  meet  iliat  de- 
gree of  attention  which  is  consistent 
with  the  general  concerns  of  the 
Society,  and,  especially  with  that  re. 
fud  to  the  Heathen  world  mhich 
is  its  most  prominent  and  appropri- 
ate object.  .      , 

Having  stated  the  measures  which 
have  been  taken  during  the  last 
lfW»  .we  shall  briefly  specify  the 
objects  which  are  upon  their,  oearts 
te  pursue  hereafter. 


The  Seminary  at  Gosport,  under 
Mr.  Bogtte;  and  that  at  Rotter- 
dam, under  the  care  of  the  Society 
there,  contain  the  principal  instru- 
ments at  present  in  view  to  be  em- 
ployed in  future  missio!>s.  In  the 
former,  there  are  eight  individuals 
devoted  to  the  service  of  cur  Lord ; 
•ne  of  whom  is  adapted  for  the  conV- 
munication  of  evangelical  instruc* 
tion  in  France,  others  in  India,  and 
one  to  the  Jews.  Of  those  in  the 
Rotierdaia  scmmary,son>c  are  qua- 
lified to  strength^  the  missioftt  in 
Africa,  others  to  introduce  new 
ones  in  the  island  of  Ceylon.  The 
inhabitants  of  this  great  iMand  (up- 
wards of  100,000)  who  bear. the 
Christian  name,  and  have  b^ert4^or 
several  years  destitute  of  religious 
instruction,  were  relapsing  into  hea- 
thenism ;  but  the  Lord  has  In- 
clined the  heart  of  brother  Rmgel- 
taube  to  seek  out  those  wanderers, 
and  bring  them  back  xo  hh  fold. 

It  will,  doubtless,  occur  to  th9se 
Vhp  take  a  suitable  interest  irt  'the 
concerns  of  the  Society,  that  tht  ac^ 
complishmeht  of  these  great  and 
numerous  objects  will,  unarvoidabM 
occasion  a  very  increased  exjiehdu 
ture  of  its  funds  :-^ndeed,  the  dis- 
bursements of  the  last  year  have 
greatly  exceeded  the  inconie ;  it  i^ 
therefore  earnestly  hoped,  that  thfc 
bare  intimation  ot  the  necessities'of 
the  institution,  will  produce  that 
spontaneous  liberality,  which  will 
render  a  more  impressive  address  on 
this  {subject  unnecessary. 

The  Directors  cannot  conclude 
without  expressing  their  r.itisfac- 
tion,in  the  persuasion,  that  a  just 
concern  for  the  honoiH*  of  the  Re* 
deemer,  in  the  conversion  ofth* 
Heathen,  appears  to  increase  among 
Christians;  and  their  humbl**  hiVpe 
that  it  will  gradually  diti'usc  itself 
agiongall  thechurclies,  and  produce 
the  most  beneficial  effects.  With  sirt-* 
cere  satistadtion  they  recognize  theJ| 
zeal  and  S4iccess  ot  other  societies 
aiming  at  the  same  stupendous  ob.' 
ject,  earnestly  uniting  their  common 
supplications  with  the  Christian 
world  at  large,  that  the  blessing  of 
Heaven  may  attend  them  all.  They 
cherish  the  hope  that  these  are  all 
ejects  of  a  Divine  impulse  on  the 
mind,  and  a  part  of  the  arrange* 
meats  of  an  infinitely  wise  and  un« 
M  91a  ^ 
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firing  plan,  which  hjis  determined 
the  ultim^kte  renovation  of  the 
world  after  a  long  season  of  dark- 
nes^y  depravity,  and  disorder,  and 
is  now  introducing  the  dawn^af  that 
glorious  period  which  i^  tlie  favour- 
ite theme  of  prophecy^  and  the 
grand  consolation  of  the  Christian 
£hurch.  While  we  endtavour  to 
pouiottt  the  approach  «f  this  de. 
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sirable  season  by  ev^  mniis  h. 
our  ppwer,  we  cheerfully  refer  the 
event  to  Him  who  has  reserved  the 
times  and  the  seasons  in  his  own 
hands ;  who  presides,  over  the  vast 
concerns  of  the  unrverse  ;  and  who 
can  command  all  its  powers,  intel- 
lectual or  material,  to  accomplish 
his  pleasure  and  fulfil  his  word. 


'  ^         MISSrONARY  COLLECTIONS, 

^cv.  Mr.  Bogu^  and  Congregation,  Gosport  -^    £ 

Mr.  Lambert  and  Congregation,  Sec.  Hull      — 
Robert  Green  and  Congregation,         ditto      -^ 
SilbscHptioDS  and  donations  fr(^m  NewcastlCfUpon-Tyi^Cs 
.   by  Mr,  John  Dobson  —r  — 

Rev.  G.  Townsend  and  Friends,  Ramsgatc  -«— - 

ios.  Surinam  and  Friends,  Chcsham  — 

Ir.  Walker  and  Friends,  Peppard,  Oxon.      — 
A,  Society  of  Private  Christ i;^ns,  at  Leslie,  county  of  Fife, 
.    Kpah  Britaint  by  Mr*  Robert  Nicholson 
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JBedford  Union. 

■^WB  A?vcnth  General  Mceting,of 
tlie  Pnioo  of  Cluistian^  at  Bedlord^ 
^as  held  on  Wednesday,  the  a7th 
g(  April  i  and  the  wholp  of  the  sor.. 
Vice  performed  ^x  the  Great  Meet*. 
5ng-house,  Mr.  Fuller,  of  Ketter» 
iflg,  intrpjduced  public  worship,  i<i 
ihe  forenoon,  witl) , prayer;  Mr. 
JHill,  of  Surry  Chapel,  preached  on 

?Cor,  i^  partof  a»d  aikI  ^jd  ver. 
<  J  aiifi  nj^de  alj  thiugs  to  all  men, 
fji^^  I  might  \fy  all  means  save 
foxnc ;  and  this  I. do  for  the  gospel's 
sake."  Mr,  Farey^  of  Bluntlsham, 
ifi  Cambridgeshire,  coucJtided  with 
prayer.  Th^  members  and  friends 
of, the  l/nion  re-assembled  before 
three,  p.  M.  for  conference.  Mr. 
}) ill  began  with  prayer.  Mr.  S. 
Hillyardy  of  Bedford,  secretary  of 
the  Unipn^  read  a  Report  of  Tran. 
9«ctioD$  during  the  last  twelve 
months;  from  which  it  appears, 
that  the  exertions  of  the  members, 
$0  maints(in  public  worship  in  about 
900  towns,  villages,  ^ud  hamlets, 
vvere  continued  with  unremitted  as- 
siduity ;  apd,  through  the  blev»if)^ 
^  Gpd,  with  incrtasin^  evidences^ 
of  spiritual  usefiliness  in  most 
places;  ifotwithstanding  spme  efforts 
It^ieh  had  been  made  to  oppose 
Hu^'pragiess  of  the  gospel.  Its  re- 
9^\i#)  ^om  s^nie  of  the  villages 


had  been  compensated  by  n«w  open- 
sngs.  in  others,  with  pr^pects  of 
|[ltater  siurcess.  No  hindrance  had* 
in  any  instance,  resulted  Irom  ti». 
diver^wty  of  sentiments  professed  by 
the  various  denominations  whi^k 
had  finited  for  the  purpose  of  brin^ 
ing  tlie  ignorant  to  a  knowledge  uf 
Christ, 

Mr.  Foster,  of  Bi^leswade, 
treasurer  of  the  Union,  staled  tht 
receipts  and  expcacei  of  the  past 
year ;  which  aftiorded  a  hone  of  ex- 
tending the  means  of  usefulness. 

An  atl'ectionate  and  animating  ad> 
dress  to  the  Union  of  Christians,  ' 
from  the  last  ministers'  conference 
at  Herrnhut,  in  Germany,  was, read 
by  the  secretary ;  and  likewise  aa 
answer,  which  had  been  prepared 
by  a  comniittee,  and  was  approved 
by  tha  assembly.  Several  resoliu 
tibns  were  then  proposed,  and  un- 
animously adopted.  The  busiarsi 
was  conducted,  and  closed  wiA 
prayer,  by  Mr.  Greatheed,  asvice^ 
president  of  the  Union,  iu  the  um, 
voidable  absence  of  the  president. 

Public  worship  was  resumed  at 
six.  P.M.;  Mr.  John  Hillyard,  late 
Mission^  in  JJewfoundland,  began 
with  prayer ;  ^nd  Mr.  >licholls,  ot 
Kimboltoo,  in  Huniingdonshsre, 
preached  from  Matthew  xxviii.  a«i 
latter  clausal  afid  ^o;iclud«d  with 
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Thwe  attendance  at  this  Annual 
Meeting  was  more  numerous,  espc^ 
cially  by  mioistersof  various  dcno- 
jnination^^  than  on  any  preceding 
ocxasion ;  aiid  the  impression  made 
by  the  solemn  services  was  evi- 
dently powerful  and  extensive.  Mr. 
Hill  had  preached  at  Hadham  Cross, 
Royston,  Duxford,  Camberton, and 
Potton^  in  travelling  from  Loudon  . 
to  Bedford.  On  the  evening  pre- 
ceding the  General  Meeting,  he 
preached  in  the  Moravian  chapel, 
at  Bedford  ;  and,  on  the  following, 
again  at  the  Old  Meeting.  On  his 
return  to  town,  he  also  preached  at 
ft.  Al ban's.  It  is  hoped  that  his 
visit  will  be  followed  by  permanent 
aod  important  benefit  to  many. 

Brisiol  Society,  for  promoting 
Religious  Knotsl€dge. 
The  objeat  ot  this  benevolent  iiu 
stilution,  is  to  distribute,  gratis, 
amongst  the  «*  ignorant,  and  them 
that  are  out  of  the  way,**  a  variety 
of  smaV)'  Tracts,  on  tlie  most  im- 
portant religious  and  moral  sub- 
jects, As  it  is  their  intention  scnu. 
pulously  to  avoid  whatever  is  pe- 
culiar to  any  distinct  community, 
they  freely  invite  *«  all  who  love 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity," 
to  co-operate  with  them  in  this  la- 
bonr  of  love.  In  this  design  they 
»m  cncwiraged,  by  the  good  effects 
ii^hich  are  continually  resulting  from 
>  similar  institution  in  the  metro, 
polls.    «     .         . 

JIULES. 
^  I.  Tbit  evrry  «mH}ai  »ubvribf  r  be  con- 
wend  a  aun^jbcr  ;  .•n4  a  donauoa  ok  ten 
l^iQU^  Q(  ttpwanjs,   shall  const  iqite    a 
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person  a  member  for  liie.— TI,  TWevm 
suhscri}>er  shall  be  entitled  to  two  thiriifl 
of  the  amount  of -his  subscription  in  puU- 
licatior.s;  ainl;(hat  the  rfmaining  onc-thii:4 
be  at  ihK  disposal  of  the  comnutiee.— 11^ 
That  persons  becoming  members  for  lift', 
be  entitled,  for  every  donation  of  ten  gui. 
ntK,  to  the  same  anlount  in  poblrcations 
as  subscribers  of  one  guinea  per  annum. 
-—IV.  That  the  committee  for  managing 
the  atfairs  of  this  sociecy,  consist  of  sub« 
fcribers  of  half  a  g«inea  and  npwards,  an4 
members  for  life. — V.  Thai  tb«  commit* 
tec  meet  at  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  on 
the  second  Monday  in  every  month,  4c 
Mr.  Baller*Sy  in  Wine-street:  that  thp 
meetings  in  March,  June,  Septembei^ 
and  December,  be  open  to  the  subscribers 
in  general ;  and  that  an  annual  meeting  be 
held  nn  the  second  Monday  in  June  ;  on 
which  day  a  sermon  shall  be  preached,  a 
collection  be  made,  the  accounts  i^udited, 
and  a  treasurer,  secretary,  and  committoe 
chosen  for  the  year  ensuing. — VI.  Thatf 
the  committee  consist  of  twenty-one  per- 
sons, including  the  treasurer  and  secretary, 
five  of  whom  shall  be  competent  to  act. 

Comniitteeforthejear  1803. 
Mr.  William  Dighton,  Rev.  J. 
Ryland,  D.D.  Mr.  J,  I.  Baker; 
Rev.T.  Roberts,  Rev.  John  Sharp, 
Mr.  T.  Bonville,  Rev.  John  Hey. 
Rev.  Sam.  Lowell,  Mr.  Meshacn 
Brittan,  Mr.  Heiu-y  Browne,  Rev. 
T.  Grinfield,  Mr.  Tbonias  Stock; 
Mr.  Wm.  Ariel,  Mr.  T.  Roberts, 
Rev.  J.  Svvcrtner,  Mr.  Arthur-To. 
zer,  Mr.  H.O.  Wills,  Mr.  Jo.scph 
Dear,  and  Rev.  Henry  Page. 

Andrew  Pope^  Esq.  7riait^rer^ 
T,  V.  Meech,  Secretary, 
Subscriptions  arc  received  by  th# 
Treasurer,  and  by  the  several  Mem- 
bers of  the  Committee. 


ASSOCIATIONS. 


The  Associate  Meeting  ^f  Mi- 
lusters  ot  the  Independent  denorai- 
lation  of  Yorkshire,  Derby- 
sftiRB,  and  Nottinghamshire, 
washcld  at  Melbourne,  Derbyshire, 
April  5  and  6,  1803.  Mr. Dawson, 
•iShcffield,  preached  on  Tuesday 
j^cning,  from  Heb.  xii.  6;  Mr.  Bo- 
««»»  of  Sheffield,  on  Wednesday 
tnoming,  from  Heb. x. 35  ;  and  Mr. 
Gawthome,  pf  Derby,  on  the  same 
V^}%^  from  Phil.'ii.  1—5  ;  Mesf. 
Suva,  ofBamsleyj  Gawthorne,  of 


Belpar ;  and  Shaw,  of  Hkeston,  eiif 
gaged  in  prayer.  The  public  sef 
vices  were  well  attended,  and  great 
harmony  prevailed  among  the  mit 
nisters.  —  The  next  Meeting  wilj 
be  held  in  Queen -street  chapel, 
Sheffield,  June  28  and  30,  as  th« 
Annual  Examination  at  the  Mes-i  - 
borough  academy  will  take  placo 
on  the  latter  day. 

The  NFnth  General  Meeting  of 
the    LiKgoLNSHiRE    and    Not* 
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TiNGHAM  Association,  was  heYd, 
April  27,at  Alford.  The  preceding 
evening  Mr.  Woodward,  of  Pinch- 
beck, delivered  a  discourse  on  John 
VI. 45.  Wednesday  morning  the  mi- 
Bisters  met  as  usual  for  prayer,  and 
the  arrangement  of  business.  In 
the  jnorning.service,  Mr.  Clark,  of 
Brigg,  prayedy  and  read  a^  suitable 
portion  of  the  sacred  Scriptures  j  ■ 
Mr.  Smelle,  of  Great  Grimsby, 
delivered  a  discourse  on  Rom.  v. 
10;  and  Mr.  Trolley  concluded 
with  player.  Thecommenioratjon 
of  the  sufferings  and  death  of  the 
blessed  Redeemer  was  then  cele- 
brated by  the  associate  ministers, 
their  friends,  and  the  church.  —  In 
the  evening,  service,  Mi>  Wood- 
wdrd  prayed;  Mr.  Griffith,  of  Lin- 
coln,  preaclied    from   E ph.  i.  7. 


after  which,  Mr.  Thompson,  of 
Billinghay,  delivered  a  discourse 
from  these  words,**  So  we  preach,** 
1  Cor.  XV.  11  ;  Mr.  Bean,  Minis- 
ter of  the  place,  concluded  with  hi 
address  to  the  people,  and  prayer. 
The  next  meeting  is  appointed  to 
be  held  at  Swineshead,  Sept  28- 
Messrs  Clark  and  White  to  preach 
on  that  occasion.  ' 

We  are  informed  that  ^he  Inde- 
pendent Association  of  Kentish 
•Ministers  .will  be  held  at  Mr. 
Goodwin's  Meeting,  at  Lenhara, 
the  Wednesday  after  the  first  Sab- 
bath in  July  next.  Mr.  Podmore^ 
of  Tunbridge  ;  Mr.  Parnel,  of  Can- 
terbury i  and  Mr.  -Gore,  of  vSand- 
wich,  are  expected  to  preach  oft 
that  occabion. 


ORDINATIOIsS. 


The  Rev,  R,  Freer,  late  of  Lon- 
don, having  received  an  unanimous 
call  from  the  church  and  congrega- 
tion at  Uxbridge,  Middlesex,  was, 
on  Tuesday  April  12,  set  apart  for 
a  public  avowal  of  the  same.  Mr. 
Hudson,  of  West  Brortiwich,  began 
the  services  by  reading  and  prayer; 
Mr.  Torfing,  of  Arlington,  gave 
the  iDtfoductory  di;>course  ;  tl^.e  in- 
tercessory prayer  was  offered  byMr. 
John  Brown,  of  Lbndon  ;  Dr.  Dun- 
can;* of  Lbndon,  delivered  a  cliaice 
to  the  minister,  from  £zek.  iii.  17. 
After  wjiich  a  sermon  wai^  preached 
to  the  people  by  Mr.  Matthcws^of 
Whetstone,  from  Deut  i.  38.  who 
'  concluded  the  services  of  the  morn- 
ing by  prayer.  —  In  the  evening,  a 
4ouble  lecttu'e  was  preached  by- 
Mr.  J.  Brown,  from  2  Tim.  ii.  10; 
atkl  by  Mr.  T.  Jackson,  of  Stook- 
vcll,  from  Rom.  xv.  33.  The  ser- 
vices of  the  day  were  well  attended. 

Makch  8.  Tlie  Relief  Pres- 
bytery of  Dumfries  ordained  the 
Rey,  /r.  Boc^  to  minister  in  holy 
things,  to  the  Relief-congre<?ation 
.  at  Castle  Douglas.  Mr.  D.  Laing, 
of  Wamphray,  began  the  service  by 
praise,  prayer,  and  reading  of  the 
b^riptures  ;  Mr.  W.  Auld,  of  Pen. 
p9nt,  preached  an  excellent  sermon. 
Iron  Mai.  ii.  ^,  «<  For  the  priests 


lips  should  keep  knowledge,**  &C.5 
Mr  W.  Strang,  of  Newton  -  Doug- 
las, proposed  the  usual  questions 
to  Mr.  Boag,  and  ottered  up  the 
ordination-prayer  ;  Mr.  E.  Dobbie, 
of  KiHcbean,  gave  the  charge  to 
the  minister,  from  i  Tim*  iv.  r6j 
and  Mr.  J.  LaWson,  of  Durafrjcs, 
preached  from  Deut. i.  38. 

On  Wednesday,  March  9,  the 
Rev.  IT,  Scamp  was  ordained  to  the 
pastoral  office  over  the  church  of 
Christ  at  Havant,  in  Hampshire, 
Mr.  Styles,  of  Cowes,  began  the 
service  with  prayer  and  reading 
the  sacred  Scriptures ;  Mr.  Cox,  of 
Farcham,  delivered  the  iDtroduc 
tory  diicouriie,  and  asked  the  ques- 
tions ;  Mr.  Griffin,  of  Portsea,  of- 
fered up  the  ordination  -  prayer  5 
which  was  accoinpanied  with  the 
laying  9a  of  tJ)e  handi  of  the  mi« 
ni>.tcrs  wlio  assisted  in  the  work,  as 
a  testimony  of  their  aj^probation  of 
their  younger  brolhei;,  and  express 
sivc  of  then*  fervent  wishes  for  his 
prosperity  and  success.  Mr  Bogue^ 
of  Gosport,  his  tutor,  delivered  the 
charge,  from  vTim,  iv.  5,  <«  Dot 
the  work  of  an  Evangelist.**  The 
general  and  intercessory  prayer  was 
then  presented  by  Mr.  R.  Adams,, 
of  Wmche^ter ;  Mr.  J.  Adams,  o( 
Salisbury,  preached  to  the  people. 
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from  Eph.iv.  i,  i ;  and  Mr.Wiall, 
of  Portsca,  concluded, the  solemn 
service,  by  imploring  the  Divine 
blessing  on  the  transaction*  of  the 
day. -*In  the  evening,  Mr.  Den- 
sham,  of  Pctersfield,  prayed  ;  Mr. 
Bennett,  of  Rouiscy,  preached  fronj 
1$.  xxviii.  1 6,  17;  and  Mr.  Hunt, 
of  Tifchfield,  closed  the  public 
worship  of  the  day  with  prayer.  — 
Mr.  Scamp's  labours  have  been  al- 
rctdy  blessed  in  ;jeva"al  instances  ; 
and  there  is  a  prospect  of  success. 

Chapel  opened. 

Mat^,  iSo3«  a  small  neat  chapel 
was'opened  at  Brewvod^  in  Staiford- 
»hirc,  The  whole  expence  of  which 


15  from  tKe  kind  benevolence  of  a 
friend  in  London,  whose  partner  in 
lile  is  a  native  of  the  place.  Mr. 
Scision,  ot  Stafford,  oegan  witlt 
reading  and  prayer ;  in  which  he 
was  followed  by  Mr.  Small,  of  Bir- 
Iningham  ;  Mr. Grove,  of  Walsall, 
preached  from  Mat.  vi.  iS.  —  la 
the  afternoon,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Wol- 
verhampton, began  with  prayer  t 
Mr.  Mosely,  of  Hanley,  preached 
from  Haggai  ii.  9.— In  the  evening, 
Mr.  Morton,  of  Birmingham,  be- 
gan with  prayer ;  Mr.  Harrison,  of 
Beckberry,  preached  from  Acts 
xvi.  17.  —  In  future  it  will  be  sup- 
plied by  different  ministers  who 
have  kindly  offered  their  services. 


MiitiiUrs  €nsaged  to  preach  the  L'orets  Day  Evening  Lecture, 
as  t/teMeetin^-ihuse^  Nev>  Broad  Street^  Lnidon: 

1803.  1S03.  1803 

April    -   3  July    -     3  October 


RcT.  Mr.  Thorp     — 
Hughes  — 
Gatfce      — 
Dore       — 
Collison 
Booth   .  — 
Townsend 
Dr.  Rippon   — 
Mr.Brookfibank 
Collyer   — 
Hiitch^ngs 
Newman  •!*- 


May    - 


June     - 


August 


Sept. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


% 

9 
16 

»3 
6 

13 

ao 

*7 
4 
II 
U 
a5 


1S94. 
Jan.    -      t 

aa 

Feb,    .    5 
t% 

«^ 

t^ 
March  -  ^ 

iS 

»5 


Kb,  May  29,  July  31,  Oct.  30,  and  Jan.  i9.  Will  be  supplied  with 
^ministers  provided  by  the  managers. 
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On  Sunday  morning,  the  24th  of 
April  ,Ust,  a  Sermo«  was  preached 
at  St.  James's  Church,  in  Picca- 
dilly, for  the  benefit  of  the  Royal 
Humane  Society,  by  the  Bishop  of 
Gloucester,  from  Ps.  cl.  last  verse, 
"  Let  every  thing  tJiat  hath  breath 
praise  the  I^rd."  After  which  a 
collection  was  made  of  upwards  of 
^ig^ty  pounds. 

May  8,  the  Rcf.  W.  Jay,  of 
Bath,  prcacheiV  at  Surry  cluicl, 
before  tlwf  Correspondhig' Board  in 
Londorf,  conneaed  with  the  Society 
for  propagating  Christian  Know, 
ledgein  the  Highlands  and  Inlands  in 
Scotladd,'  when  a  handsome  coUec 
tioti  was  made  for  the  charity. 
.  ^y  tht  printed  Recounts  of  this 
wiety,  it  appears  that  they  have 


nearly  i$,ooo  children  under  in- 
struction j  and  that  they  are  en- 
gaged in  publishing  an  edition  oi' 
io,c9oo  copies  ot  the  Old  Testa^ 
ment  in  Gaelic. 

During  the  past  month,  consid)cr« 
able  attention  has  been  excited  by 
the  visit  of  Dr,  Hawker  to  the  me-  i 
tropoUs,  in  order  to  preach  for  sevcf^ 
ral  public  charities  ;  on  which  oc- 
casions some  of  the  largest  churches 
have  been  found  inadequate  to  con- 
tain the  multitudes  which  have 
thronged  to  hear  him.  We  have  the 
pleasure  to  add,  that  the  Doctor  liw 
tends  shortly  to  publish  a  Juunial 
of  this  btt^volcnt  excursion,  with 
some  account  of  the  various  chari- 
ties'for  which  he  has  pleaded  «p 
successfully . 
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HYMN 
itm^  by  the  Children  of  a  Sundqy^School. 

Father  Almighty- !  God  of  love  ! 

How  condescending  i$  thy  care  \ 
That  we  should  thus  thy  favours  j>rore. 

And  of  thy  sovereign  bounty  share  I 

l9egte£bd  from  their  infant  days, 

Whftt  thousands  walk  the  paths  to*  woo  I 

While  trc  are  Ihewn  ihy  better  ways. 
And  up  toHeav'n  are  callM  to  go  V 

Thy  pity  sooght  us  when  distressed, 

fust  on  the  brink  of  deadly  ftreams; 
With  gen'rous  friends  our  lot  is  bletf, 
In  whose  kind  care  thy  mercy  benns. 

While  warn'd  betimes  thy  name  to  fear. 
And  taught  thy  sacrM  word  to  read, 

KAay  graoe  divide  be  ever  near, 

Our  youthful  hearts  to  wisdom  lead. 

From  sea  to  sea,  from  shore  to  shore, 
1    Let  rich  and  poor  obey  thyyoicc. 
Then  shall  the  sons  of  want  adore, 
•  Aod  daughters  of  distress  rejoice. 

E.  W. 

AFTER  HEARING  A  SERMON 

FROM  Mat.  vi.  34. 

^e^e  therefore  no  thought  for  the  morrow^ 

How  wise  and  tender  this  command. 
When  cites,  in  number  aS  the  sand, 

Our  anxious  spiriis  press ; 
^\xt  future  doth  our  thoughts  engage^ 
fo  morrow' %  evils  we  presage. 

And  lose  our  present  peace. 

Base  unbelief  and  fears  gcrplex 

Our  anxious  thoughts,  and  often  vex 

And  wound  our  iVcble  miud; 
And  yet  we  know  *iis  weak  and  vain 
T'aniicipate,  and  then  complain 

Of  ills  we  ne'er  nuy  find. 

Why  should  I  for  to-morrow  care, 
A»d  pore  on  ills  i  may  not  share, 

Anticipating  griefs- 
Script  ore  and  reason  both  combiue^ 
And  confidence  in  God  enjoin j 

To  bring  a  sure  relief. 

God*s  vrise  dterdes  and  Promt sa,  . 
His  conffant  and  his  kmd  iupf>lits^ 

And  his  Almigticy  pow'r; 
Alike  my  anxious  micid  impress, 
ply  spirits  raise,— my  cares  suppress^. 

And  blessings  round  me  (how  rl 

This  kind  command  O  may  I  usCf 
Never  its  meaning  so  ahusef 

My  duty  to  negled ; 
AAtve  and  watchful,  castmg  eare 
tJpon  that  God,  whose  love  I  share^ 

Who  will  my  cause  prote^ 


Thus  (hall  a  r««oe  dirWiely  gretf^ 
Preserve  me  calm  in  ev'iy  itace. 

Of  aiftuence  or  woe: 
Thus  truly  shall  I  life  enjoy. 
And  constant  praise  my  tongue  emplo]^ 

And  I  bo  blest  indeed  t 
If'eitmnUer*  $— 

llappinesf  of  the  Rig^Uotu- 
-after  Death. 

When  Jesus  calls,  by  death, 
His  saints  ftxmi  earth  away,     . 
How  nature  fears  to  tread  the  path 
To  endless  day  ; 
The  spirit  longs  to  soar  1 
To  I  he  bright  worlds  above. 
To  tnad  U|jon  that  hcav'nly  shore^ 
Where  all  is  love. 


And  opei^ing  to  its  ^ 
What  glorious  wonders  shine  | 
The  Lord  will  to  the  righteocmbcw 
His  courts  divine: 
The  Kcw  Jerusalem 
Will  then  appear  in  fight-; 
Twas  Jesus  that  prepar**!  for  ihefli 
That  woHd  of  light. 

Then  the  angelic  bands 
Shall  on  their  spirits  wait. 
And  safely  suid**,  ihro'  uukuown  Uiid% 
To 'Heaven's  gate : 
The  Saviour  whom  they  Wv'd, 
While  r«  fident  beluw, 
He,  whom  with  ardent  seal  they  setv^d. 
Shall  own  them  now. 

Jesus  will  those  receive 
Into  the  hcAvcnly  reft"; 
The  souls  who  here  ot\  him  btlien^ 
Shall  there  be  b!c(t . 
There  shall  they  help  to  fing 
With  those  that  went  before. 
Salvation  to  their  God  and  King 
For  evermore. 

The  whole  seraphic  trainf 
Shall  join 'h'harmonious  lays. 
And  sing  in  s^vcct  exalted  strains 
Ichovah's  praise ; 
When  saints  these  scenes  behold, 
All  rajnufM  ibcy  will  cry, 
That  not  one  half  wa»  C6  tkcili told^ 
Of  joys  s»high< 

Arise,  my  soul,  aind  turn^ 
VroiVi  eaith's  dclufivc  toys^ 
And  with  aspiring  aurdour  bora 
For  lastmg  joys  s 
That  its  I  may  at  last^ 
^'bro*  Jesus'  sov'reign  grace» 
Attain  >J  cvcrlafting  reft. 
And  see  his  face* 


Priutcd  bj/  G.  Auld,  GrevilU  Strtii^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


fUaUftaOf 


HEV?M«  SlLOfl^IKK 


ii'^V?'7'.'4'^^ 


/■" 


7 


l\tbfbff  IWaiumu  Statian^t  Ccttrt   Junf^nBPj 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


The 

EVANOELICAJL   MAGAZINE* 

JULY,  1803. 


MEMOIR  OF  THE  LATE  REV.  J.  EYRE,  A.M. 

[concluded  from  our  last.] 


Mr.  Eyre  had  been  educated  in  the  Established  Church  ; 
and,  from  a  conversation  which  took  place  while  he  was  at  the 
Mulberry-gardens  chapel,  between  himself  and  his  old  friend 
Mr.  Brown,  who  happened  to  be  in  London,  as  well  as  from 
some  other  particular  circumstances,  he  determined  to  go  to 
Oxford,  in  order  to  prepare  for  episcopal  ortlination,  and  the 
exercise  of  his  future  ministry  in  the  Church  of  England.  With 
a  respectable  knowledge  of  the  Latin  and  Greek  classics,  and 
of  the  Mathematics,  he  was  entered  at  Emanuel  College,  in  that 
Hniversity,  in  the  y^ar  1778 ;  admitted  into  deacon's  orders,  by 
Dr.Lowth,  then  Bishop  of  London,  the  30th  of  May,  1779  ;  and 
into  priest's  orders,  by  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  on  the  IQth  of 
December  following,  when  he  was  licensed  to  the  curacy  of 
Weston.  Some  time  after  this,  he  assisted  the  Rev.  R.  Cecil, 
at  Lewis,  till  about  the  year  1781,  when  he  removed  to  Reading, 
"where  he  en^ged  as  curate  with  the  late  Hon.  and  Rev.W. 
B.  Cadogan,  Vicar  of  St.  Giles's,  in  that  town ;  the  memoirs  of 
Vfhose  life  have  been, presented  to  the  public,  from  the  able  pea 
of  his  friend  Mr.Cecil.  At  Reading,  Mr.  Eyre  was.highly  re- 
spected. His  labours  were  truly  acceptable  to  the  pious  part  of 
his  audience,  and  much  honoured  iti  the  conversion  of  others. 
To  one  family  he  was  particularly  useful.  'Mr.  and  Mrs.  S. 
had  been  awakened  under  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Cadogan  ;  and, 
in  consequence  of  their  religious  deportment,  met  with  great 
opposition  from  their  relatives.  In  Mr.  Eyre  they  found  a 
friend  and  counsellor.  To  them,  his  memory  is  peculiarlj^  pre- 
cious. ''  Seldom,  if  ever,"  says  Mr.  S.  ^*  did  he  enter  into  our 
house,  without  endeavouring  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the 
children  the  great  importance  of  real  religion."  Two  of  these 
children,  and  three  of  their  relatives,  were  conVerted  under  his 
ministry.  At  Reading,  he  remained  about  a  year;  and  then 
removed,  under  the  same  Vicar,  to  St.  Luke's,  Chelsea,  wheye 
he  was  attended  by  a  very  crowded  audience. 

It  was  during  his  residence  at  Reading  that  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  Miss  Keene,  whom  lie  married  iti  November, 
1785.    Few  events  in  th«  life  of  a  minister  are  of  more  im- 

*i.  Nn    - 
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portan^^  flian  that  of  marriage.     Mr.  EyW  ftrtind  in  hii  Ttlua-  • 
.  bic  partner  a  character  just  adapted  to  his  own. 

At  this  time  the  cha^pel  at  Homerton  wait  vacant;  and  th« 
gentlemen  who  had  purchased  it,  for  the  purpose  of  intro- 
ducing the  gospel  into  that  place,  fixed  their  attention  on  Mr. 
Eyre.  Tliougn  the  parish  is  populous,  the  place  of  worship 
was  then  very  small.  Amidst  thcic  unpromising  appearances, 
Mr.  Eyre,  after  much  deliberation,  advice  with  friends,   and 

f)rayer  for  divine  direction,  determined  to  make  trial.  He  left 
us  belottd  tesidt^nce  at  Chelsea  (repeating  to  his  dear  partner 
the  last  lines  of  Miltoh's  Paiadise  Lo9t)Jind  ehtered  upon  hi» 
new  engagement  about  Christmas  1785 ;  which  introduced  by 
far  the  most  eventful  period  of  his  life.  At  his  first  arrival  he 
weilt  into  lodgings ;  but,  as  hi^  prospects  of  usefulness  htgKa 
to  enlarge,  he  took  a  house,  and  soon  after  opened  a  school ; 
which  he  continued  sohie  years,  and  for  which  he  was  ctnin- 
ently  qualified,  not  only  by  his  talents^  but  especially  by  hit 
affection  for  youth.  Accorilingly>  no  man  could  be  more  be- 
loved than  he  was  by  his  ptipils ;  who  derived  as  much  advaa* 
Wage  from  his  free  conversation  in  the  parlour,  as  frokn  the  re* 
gulur  instructions  in  the  school.  J 

Hfe  now  considered  himself  as  fixed>  by  the  Divine  Previ* 
dende,  at  Homcrtoh ;  where  his  labours  wer6  evidehtly 
blessed,  hi«  congregation  rapidly  increased,  and  his  chasel 
Wfis  «>nsiderably  enlarged.  As  it  pleased  God  to  continue  tnia 
ci>nnectio«  to  the  close  of  his  valuable  life,  we  shall  Irere  re- 
view thse  mfArtnfcr  in  which  our  departed  friend  discharged  thte 
iirtportant  duties  of  his  pastoral  tjffice.  rejoicinff  that  many 
)ivrng  tvitne&ses  c^n  bear  lis  te»fimony,  that  we  exhibit  no  ex- 
aggerated portrait. 

Mr.  Eyre  bad  subscribed  to  the  Articles  of  the  Churdi  of 
lEtigland,  and  received  them  in  their  ptain  ?md  t)bviotrs  Cal- 
vinistic  sense.  The  sentiments  they  contain  Were,  however, 
by  him  ackuowledi^od  of  "still  higher  authority.  Tlie  Biblft 
was  his  body  of  divinitj',  and  the  Lord  Jesus  was  hb  only- 
Master.  His  hearers  can  bear  witness  that  he  did  not^mi  to 
<leclare  the  whole  counsel  of  God.  His  i^ntimenti  nether 
Vergcfd  towards  Antinomianism,  nor  sunk  into  Armiiwanism. 
Like  the  immortal  Calvin,  he  adopted  fxhd  acted  tfpon  the 
tnotto,  The  middle  waj/  is  the  safe'st.^ 

Mr.  Eyre  was  once  preaching  in  Cornwall,  and  having  oc* 
casion  to  notice  the  doctrine  of  election  in  the  course  of 
his  sermon,  be  dweh  upon  it  for  sotne  ^ime,  aS  .part -of  the 
gospel  truth,  to  the  eiitlre  satisfoclion  of  those  who  belonged 
to  the  place,  and  even  many  orhers ;  but  as  lie  was  living  th^ 

J  Two  6f  the  first  of  these  tre  ntfw  in  the  ministry  :  Mr.VaHy,'tnioftg  tfce  Dn^Hk^ 
tcrs ;  and  Mr.  Wilson,  in  the  Efiabli^heti  Church.  Beside  these,  Mr.  iSfre  Ynd  the 
honour  lo  instruct  for  the  mlnikUy,  Messrs.  W.  Pricslky,  ^jnc,  WnUbore,  ao4 
Goodwin. 

§  Medio  tutlssim  us  ibis. 
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^[lulpit>  a  local  preacher,  a  great  stickler  for  Arminianism,  and 
who  probably  Attended  cm  thut  occasion,  for  the  purpose  of 
ppposition,  stepped  forward,  in  the  face  of  the  congregation, 
^mn  with  great  effrontery,  charged  Mr.  Evre  with  having  ad- 
vanced, in  his  sermon,  a  point  of  doctrine  which  he  was  not  able 
to  defend.  Upon  this  a  debate  commenced,  which  was  sup- 
ported ou  the  part  of  Mr.  Eyre  wijth  so  much  ability,  that  his 
^atagonist  left  him  to  be  borne  away  in  triumph.  This  cnr- 
eumstance  is  still  fresh  in  the  memory  of  several  persons  iu 
ih^t  neighbourhood.  But,  firmly  asMr.Eyre  held  ihe  doctrines 
of  grace,  he  did  not  imitate  some  modern  preachers,  who,  to 
nse  bis  own  words,  **^  Not  only  deny  tjie  nioral  law  to  be  a 
rule  of  conduct  5  but,  by  the  whole  tenor  of  their  spirit,  beha- 
Vionr,  and  preaching,  encourage  pride,  envy,  malice^  wrath, 
yevcnge,  ajid  every  other  evil  disposition." 

Of  ^Hoan,  as  born  in  sin,  and  going  astray  from  the  womb, 
he  drew  Jfto  flattering  likeness.  He  presented  him  in  the  plain 
faithful  manner  of  Scripture-delineation  : — 

**  Worse  tlian  this,"  said  he^  "  he  caunot  bej  and  better  we  dare  ngt 
represent  him.  If  such  a  giiilty  creature  be  saved,  it  must  be  by  grace 
alone  ;  if  such  a  polluted  creature  be  luade  meet  for  Heaven,  it  mu^t  be 
by  the  washing  of  regeneration,  and  tin:  renewing  of  tlie  Holy  Ghost." 

While  he  thus  humbled  man,  he  was  no  less  desirous  to 
exalt  the  Saviour. 

**  If  we  ascribe  to  hjm,"  said  he,  **  in  consequence  of  his  meritorious 
4eath  and  righteousness,  as  our  surety,  substitute,  and  representative,  de« 
liverancc  from  the  guiU  of  sin  and  the  wrath  to  come,  reconciliation  to 
God,  pardon,  .^us\iiicatiiOU,  s^inctification,  adoption,  and  eternal  life,  we 
ji^rtbe  no  more  to  hltn  than  the  Holy  Ghost  Ixas  taught  us  to  do  ii\tbc 
Scriptures.  If  we  attribute  to  him  all  divine  perfections  and  operation^, 
gad  honour  him,  in  every  respect,  even  as  we  honour  the  Farther,  we 
fthall  not  offend  the  God  of  Truth.  In  short,  exalt  him  how  we  will, 
we  shall  never-exalt  hira  higher  than  the  Father  did,  when  he  exalted  hkn 
at  his  own  right  hand  in  gwry.  —  As  Christ  and  hk  Spirit  cannot  be  di- 
?Fided  in  ^ dinner's  salvation,  the  blesi>ings  procured  must  be  applied.  It 
is  as  nccessafry  that  the  Holy  Ghost  shotSd  make  us  meet  for  Heaven,  tj( 
his  efficacious  grace,  as  thatCl^rist,  by  his  meritorious  obedience  and  siU- 
/crings,  ^houldredeem  us,  and  prepare  a  place  for  us  J/' 

These  specimens  will  give  such  of  our  readers  as  did  not 
know  l\Ir.  Eyre,  some  idea  of  his  sentiments  in  divinity.  They 
must  not  .conclude,  however,  that  his  ministry  was  confined  to 
these  iii^portant  truths  alone.  He  was  not  afraid  to  warn  men 
of  their  danger,  to  invite  them  to  the  Saviour,  to  charge  the 
impenitent  sinner  with  self-destruction,  or  to  insist  upon  all 
the  precepts  of  God  as  of  universal  obligation.  He  kntjw  how 
to  encourage  the  diffident,  to  strengtlien  the  weak,  and  con- 
sole the  distressed. 

His  manner  of  preaching  >was,  for  the  most  part,  simple  and 
unadorned,-   He  always  appeared  much  more  desirous  of  im- 

}**ITm*onand  Frienaiy  Intcrc<«r5f,"4cc.  5  a  Sermon  preached  at  Mr.  Wcttlcy's 
Chapd,  City  lloa4i  179$. 
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pressing  his  audience  with  the  great  subjects  of  his  ministiy 
than  of  exciting  their  attention  to  the  dress  in  which  they  were 
delivered.  In  his  esteem,  that  preacher  who  does  not  aim 
at  the  conscience,  forgets  the  end  of  his  mission.  With  a  taste 
capable  of  perceiving  and  relishing  the  beauties  of  composi- 
tion, he  possessed  a  mind  superior  to  the  art  of  hunting  simi- 
lics,  adjusting  periods,  and  studying  cadences,  when  he  ought 
.to  be  alarming  the  supine  and  impenitent  sinner ;  or  estabUsh- 
ing,  comforting,  or  directing  the  Christian,  Tliough  his  man-* 
ner  was  simple,  "  The  plainest  words  with  him,  acquired  the 
truest  character  of  eloquence ;  and  which  is  rarely  to  be  found, 
except  where  a  subject  is  not  only  intimately  known,  but  cor- 
dially beloved."  In  a  letter  to  a  friend,  he  says  of  himself, 
"  I  am  never  satisfied  with  w|;iat  I  do.  I  can  assure  you,  it 
is  my  constant  grief  that  1  serve  the  Lord  no  better.  I  never 
preach  a  sermon  but  I  gioan  over  it  in  spirit,  and  reflect  oa 
myself,  a  thousand  times,  for  taking  so  little  pains  in  winning 
sinners  to  Christ,  and  excitins;  believets  to  live  more  de- 
votedly to  their  adorable  Saviour.  I  see  more  glory  in 
Christ  than  my  lips  can  utter ;  and  I  condemn  myself  for 
coming  so  short  of  my  own  views  and  conceptions  ;  and  while 
I  lament  my  unskilfulness,  and  want  of  fervent  zeal  in  his  ser- 
vice, I  wonder  that  he  suffers  his  precious  treasure  to  remaia 
in  such  an  earthen  vessel." 

Humble  as  was  his  opinion  of  his  own  talents,  his  ministry 
was  very  acceptable  to  real  Christians  of  every  denomination ; 
and,  in  general,  to  others.  H^  says,  however,  on  this  subject, 
'*  The  pleasure  many  professors  express  {viz.  to  have  received 
under  his  ministry)  is  not  the  criterion  of  profit  to  be  relied 
on.  Nor  do  I  ever  venture  to  conclude,  that  because  congre- 
gations are  pleased,  they  must,  therefore,  be  profited." 

Popularity  alone  has  too  often,  perhaps,  been  deemed  a  de- 
cisive test  oi*  talents  and  usefulness  in  a  preacher.     We  cannot 
*  .nlways  allow  the  claim. 

It  is  soothing  to  the  carnal  mind,  not  only  to  be  made  easy 
under  the  indulgence  of  our  malignant  tempers,  but  to  have 
that  very  malignity  sanctified  witli  a  good  name.  So  little 
talent  is  required  here,  that  some,  who  have  courted  popular 
applause,  recur  to  defamation,  especially  of  their  brethren  in 
the  ministry,  as  the  easiest  Substitute  for  it.  "  I  knew  a 
preacher,"  says  a  good  writer,  "  who,  by  this  expedient  alone 
became,  all  of  a  sudden,  the  idol  of  the  populace."  To  lead  a 
cect,  to  infuse  party-spirit,  to  make  men  arrogant  and  male' 
\oIent,  is  the  easiest  task  imaginable,  to  which  almost  any 
man  is  equal,  and  can  be  no  proof  of  usefulness ;  but  to  pro- 
duce the*  contrary  effect,  to  subdue  spiritual  prde,  to  inspire 
genuine  devotion,  to  influence  men  to  deny  all  ungodliness 
and  worldly  lust,  and  to  live  soberly,  righteously,  and  godly,  is 
the  genuine  test  of  usefulness,  because  it  is  the  legitimate  en«Is 
to  which  the  talents  of  a  preacher  should  be  conseciated  ijand 
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te  whose  ministry  has  this  tendency,  and,  by  the  influence  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  is  made  eminently  useful  in  producing  $iUcU 
effects,  possesses  that  popularity  alone  worthy  of  enjoyment  :— 
such  was  Mr.  Eyre's.  lie  who  gave  him  talents,  enabled  hiia 
to  devote  them,  in  the  purest  manner,  to  the  best  of  purposes ; 
and  crowned  his  efforts  witli  success.  Under  his  mmistry 
many  have  been  turned  from  the  error  of  their  ways  j  who  will 
te  liis  crown  of  rejoicing  In  the  day  of  the  Lord. 

He  regularly  preached,  when  his  health  would  pemiit,  three 
times  every  week  to  his  own  congregation;  beside  sermons  oa 
particular  occasions.  He  concluded  every  year  with  a  dis- 
course^ in  which  he  enumerated  general  and  particular  mer- 
cies during  that  period  ;  and  commenced  every  year  with  an- 
other, to  engai^e  his  people  to  devote  themselves  anew  to  tU« 
glory  of  God  their  Saviour.    • 

He  did  not  consider  his  duties  as  confined  to  the  pulpit.  He 
laboured  to  instruct  the  young  people,  of  both  sexes,  in  his 
congregation  :  appointing  the  young  mqn  to  meet  him  on  the 
Tuesday  of  one  week  ;  and  the  young  females,  on  the  same  dajr 
of  the  following.  A  lady,  of  piety  and  intelligeilte,  formerly  one 
of  the  society,  has  favoured  us  with  the  plan  he  adopted  oa 
these  occasions  :— 

**  They  .began  by  repeating  the  Assembly's  Catechism;  which  be  ex- 
plained to  them  regularly  through.    In  these  Lectures,  the  kadhig  doc- 
trines of  Christianity,   comprized  in  that  excellent  fonnulary,  were  set 
forth  with  perspicuity  and  plainness,  and  at  the  same  time  with  afiection^ 
prompted  by  a  desire  to  impress  their  minds  with  tliese  important  truths* 
After  this,  the  young  people,  in  rotation,  were  expected  to  answer  ques- 
tions proposed  by  him,  on  the  subjects  it  contained ;  and,  on  these  occa- 
sions, he  entered  more  juily  into  the  meaning  of  that  excellent  body  Hi 
divinity,  so  as  to  a'pply  it  in  an  experimental  way.     The  affection  and  soli- 
citude iie  discovered  for  the  spiritual  improvement  of  those  who  attended 
these  meetings,  will  be  long  remembered  by  them  with  sentiments  of 
"grateful  affection.     This  plan  being  finished,   he  entered  on  a  course  of 
Lectures  on  Scripture  History  ;  which  were  well  calculated  for  instruc- 
tion and  improvement,  as  they  were  treated  in  a  religious  and  philosophi- 
cal manner.   The  Lectures  on  Creation,  the  Flood,  &c.  were  interspersed 
with  many  philosophical  remarks.     At  each  of  these  Lectures,  passages 
,  of  Scripture  were  explained,  which  were  given  him  by  those  who  at- 
tended; and  the  meetings  concluded  with  prayer.     The  condescending 
manner  in  which  he  behaved  to  his  young  friends  on  these  occasions,  had 
a  tendency  to  endear  him  much  in  their  esteem  ;  and  it  seemed  his  chiet 
aim  to  remove  any  difficulties  which  might  arise,  and  place  the  interest- 
ing subjects  brought  forward  in  supha  light,  as  tq  encourage  th^ir  luiods 
in  the  pursuit  of  divine  things." 

He  also  preached  a  sermon  every  Whit-Monday  to  young 
people.  Indeed,  his  love  to  them  was  almost  unexampled. 
Scarcely  did  he  ever  address  the  throne  of  grace  in  public, 
without  pleading  earnestly  for  them  ^  and  they,  in  return^ 
loved  him  with  an  ardour  bordering  on  enthusiasm^ 

Whil^  he  was  thus  attentive  in  instructing  the  children  of 
th^rich,  he  did  not  neglect  thos«  of  th^  poor.  A  school  was 
iostitutedj,  under  hi§  influence^  by  $he  ladies  of  liis  congrega-. 
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tion,  for  teaching  ^nd  clothing  thirty  poor  girls ;  which  wat 
followed  by  a  similar  institution  by  the  gentlemen,  for  twenty 
poor  boys.  —  Writing  to  a  friend,  he  fays,  on  this  subject, 
*'  Blessed  \ye  God,  I  have  lately  experienced  the  most  pleasing 
proofs  of  his  goodness,  in  the  disposition  of  my  friends,  to  ex- 
lend  their  benefits  towards  the  children  of  the  poor.  Bciaga 
father  myself,  and  knowing  the  advantages  of  instruction,  I 
cannot  but  rejoice  in  this  provision  for  the  children  erf  the 
poorer  part  of  my  flock." 

These  institutions  gave  a  new  direction  to  his  pastoral  visits. 
In  one  week  he  met  all  the  subscribers  to  the  female  school 
at  the  house  of.  each  lady,  in  rotation  ;  and,  after  engaging  in 
prayer,  spoke  from  some  passage  of  Scriptme,  givea  by  thie 
lady  for  the  occasion.  In  the  following  week,  he  met  the  gen- 
tlemen, subscribers  to  the  hoys'  acliool,  in  the  same  mariner. 

A  character  like  his  must  possess  influence ;  and,  in  his  circle, 
a  very  po\vcrful  and  extensive  one.  It  was  justly  remarked  by 
IMr.  tlill,  in  the  sermon  preached  at  Mr.  Eyres  funeral,  and 
the  remark  is  highly  important, "  That  ministers  very  much 
impart  their  own  spirit  and  temper  to  their  congregation?. 
Humble  and  afllectipnate  ministers  diffuse  the  >«ame  spirit 
amongst  their  people ;  as  ministers  tliat  are  full  of  spkup^ 
pride,  generally  have  their  people  puffed  up  with  pride  and 
self-conceit."  *Mr.  Eyre's  congregation,  in  a  greai^  measure, 
imbibed  his  generous  and  enlarged  views,  his  hutji^ble  Cttrit- 
tian  temper;  and,  like  him,  they  devoted  large  portions  of 
their  property  to  the  cause  of  Christ:  nay,  such  was  -bis  in- 
fluence, that  even  those  of  his  hearers,  wIk)  never  gave  any  de- 
cisive evidence  of  genuine  religion,  \s^re  50  fax  acted  upon  hy 

.  h»  example,  as  to  contribute  lar^y  to  any  cause  ftdvoewiod 
by  hira.  P-erhaps  few,  if  any,  inHUsi6i;s  in  tk^  united  king- 
dom, from  a  congregation  of  equal  rrgniber,  could  copunaml 
such  pecuniary  aids  ;  and  so  frequently  as  lie  did. 

As  his  influence  was  greats  his  desH'€s  wer^e  .equ^y  (ktroog% 
to  use  it  for  tlte  glory  uf  his  Lord,  No  juan  on  *aarth  oaa 
charge  tthe  memory  of  Mr,  Eyre  with  abusing  the  infltiefice  he 
possessed,  or  turning  it  to  his  own  temporal  adv.ahtage.  H© 
has  been  known  even  to  refuse  Jiumificent  ^flei:s.iu;^le  to  hinj- 
*^  God,*'  said  he,  one  day  to  a  friend,  '^  has  given  lae  influence 
among  my  dear  people  ;  and  1  am  b<Auid,  by  the  stroegesl  ^es, 
to^use  tins,  perhaps  weightiest -talent  I  possess^  to  his  glory." 

]\o  man  ever  knew  better  how  to  employ  §very  talent  in  his 
-t:ongregatton.  l^rom  the  rich  he  obtained  money;  jnd  from 
that  part  of  his  cougnegatiou  who  had  little  ^ooiey  to-bcstoir> 

'  but  were  influenced  by  the  love  of  Christ,  he  «buaiDQd  what  is 
above  all  piioe,  -^  their  personal  labotir  in  visiting  the  sick,  and 
teaching  {be  ignorant.  By  their  asaistance  he^cacriad  on  his^ 
Sunday -school,  ^nd  bociety  for  Viaitiftg  the  tiick  :j> 

{  Here  the  following  incident  occ^rredi  \Yiikh,  in  some  of  its  circttmstftDces,,Ui 
^^Afc^j  to  be  f  ftniliele4.  -^  A  paw  m»an  ^a  ii«Qk^i)^fiiMii^*14iM^^,^lic,  <M^^ 
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Ttvt  men  «ver  displayed  a  nobler  or  more  disinterested  spirit 
of  benevoknce.  *'  Such  was  fai»  generosity,**  says  a  iViend, 
*'  that  many  thned  he  ha$  been  known  to  give  away  his  la?t 
mite.'*  When  he  was  txt  Reading,  a  DiH^cnting  minister,  yet 
living,  was  about  to  remove  from  a  place  in  that  neighbour- 
hood ;  but  was  unable,  for  want  of  money.  He  applied  to  Mr. 
Eyre,  told  him  bis  case,  and  informed  him  that  he  must  raisti 
the  money  by  the  sale  of  his  bo6ks.  Mr.  Eyre  begged  he- 
would  not  do  so,  btit  leave  the  matter  to  him.  By  his  own 
liberal  contribution,  and  the  aid  of  his  friends,^  he  procured 
kim  upwards  of  fift?  pounds :  —  a  sma  which  was  received 
with  tears  of  gratfttrde  to  God,  for  raising  up  such  a  friend  in* 
the  time  of  distress.  *—  To  benefit  the  pious  and  industrious 
poor  of  his  congregation  at  llomerton,  he  lent  out  small  sums 
of  money,  to  be  repaid  at  a  certain  time,  withoiU  any  interest ; 
am!  akhpugh  his  genel*ous  and  unsuspecting  spirit  was  some- 
limes  imposed  upon,  he  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing,  in  several 
instances,  the  good  effects  of  his  exertions. 

For  erecting  buildings  in  the  country  for  the  worship   of 
God,  and  preaching  the  gospel,  he  gave  liberally  out  of  his 
own  purse.     '*  Tliere,"  saiS  he,  to  a  minister  who  called  with 
a  case  of  this  nature,  '^  is  my  poor  mite  towards  this  blessed  , 
work  (giving  fiim^Te  pounds);  and  I  wish  I  could  give  you  fifty."* 

In  the  last  year  of  his  life,  when  the  Society  we  shall  soon 
ftotice,  determined  to  educate  their  own  preachers,  he  ge- 
nerondy  gave  his  own  house  for  that  purpose ;  and  begged  it 
might  be  considered  as  property  consecrated  to  the  cause  of 
God.  —  From  the  same  principle,  be  never  received  any  thing 
from  the  situations  he  filled  in  the  Missionary,  or  any  other 
Societj',  though  his  application  was  intense. 

As  he  one  day  «tood  talking  with  a  pei^son  of  his  own  con* 
gregatiofi,  a  poor  man,  in  great  distre*©,  a^ked  him  for  some 
moriey.  Mr.  Eyre  gave  him  a  guinea.  TJie  tears  of  gratitude 
started  into  the  beggar's  eyes ;  who  could  liardly  believe  what 
he  saw.  Mr.  Eyre-s  frietid  hinted  to  him,  he  should  com^ider 
his  own  large  family,  and  nof  be  so  proFuse  of  his  money.  '^  () ! 
(answered  he)  I  shall  soon  have  it  repaid,  with  interest."  The 
liext  dtiy  a  present  of  considerably  greater  valu<:^  being  sent 
him,  he  ^pleasantly  rallied  his  neighbour  on  his  oun  too  cau- 
tious and  illiberal  disposition. 

Mtlie  point  of  d«ath,  begged  his  wife  to  emj«ire,  if  any  thing  cooW  b^  found  te  rake 
•way  tbe.xiittress  of  roiud  which  be  felt  it  the  thought  of  dyinj.  **  Look,"  said  |>c, 
**  ittio  Moore's  Almanack,  perhaps  he  says  something  about  it."  His  liiile  c^irl,  wh» 
attended  the  Sunday-school,  bring  present,  said  to  him,  *  Father,  there  is  a  good  man, 
^<^Bg^g  to  oor  school,  who  risiis  sick  people,  to  pray  with  them ;  and  if  ho  know  yoa 
wsotediiiiDr  he  wouki  come  to  you.'  "  Run  for  him  V  said  the  poor  creaiiirc.  -^The 
girl  went,  and  returned  with  one  of  her  teachers,  who  \i'as  surprized  to  fnd  xny  man  in 
Hackney  so  ignorant*  as  "not  to  know  even  of  the  eifisicnce  of  the  Bible.  The  teacher 
fead  ind  explained,  as  simply  as  possible,  some  of. the  most  suitable  parts  of  the  New 
Tewatnent;  and,  by  repeated  visits,  was  the  instrument  of  giving  to  this  po'>r  igiJoranC 
tfeatwe,  a  clear  view  bf  the  way  of  salvation.  When  ke  died,  wc  ars  aftrmca,  lue 
f»rc  satiiftctdrjr ^vMencrtof  f*if h  in  the  94a  of  0«dl.  /^  ^ ^ ^T r> 
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His  trust  in  Divine  Providence-  was  equally  remarlfiable. 
When  his  father  turned  him  out  of  doors  for  preaching  the 
gospd,  "  Now,  Sir,'*  said  he, ''  I  take  God  for  my  father  and 
my  friend  ;  and  if  ever  I  am  reduced  to  want,  you  may  Wame 
my  religion."  While  he  possessed  money  of  his  own,  he  topk 
nothing  for  his  itinerant  labours,  when  in  the  Countess  of  Hud- 
tingdon's connexion.  Once,  when  his  stock  was  quite  expended, 
aiidhis  poor  horse  without  food,  he  called  at  a  house  on  the 
road,  when  he  was  informed  a  paper  was  left  for  him.;  which, 
tipon  opening,  he  found  contained  two  guineas. 

When  he  married,  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  taking  100 1. 
of  Mrs.  Eyre's  property,  to  buy  them  furniture.  Several  years, 
when  his  family  inci;eiised,  and  his  income  appeared  to  be  inade- 

?[uate  to  their  expences,  his  confidence  was  unshaken;  and  be- 
bre  the  end  of  the  year,  adequate  supplies  came  in.  His  large, 
family,  notwithstanding  his  tender  atlection,  never  seemed  toe 
a  moment  to  awaken  anxiety  about  their  provision.  This  state 
of  mind  was  attained,  no  doubt,  by  a  watchful  observatioo  of 
Divine  Providence,  as  well  as  a  firm  belief  in  it;  and  by  mak- 
ing his  wants  a  matter  of  prayer,  and  his  supplies  of  praise  f. 

llo\y  zeal  was  the  prominent  feature  of  his  character.  It 
wasTiot  the  spirit  of  party,  buthberal  and  amiable.  He  loved 
all  who  love  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity  ;  and  laboured 
to  imite  real  Christians,  of  every  denomination,  in  the  bonds  of 
love.  Nor  was  it  confined,  in  its  exercise,  to  his  own  con- 
gregation ;  but  meditated  schemes  for  the  general  increase  of 
tlie  Saviour's  kingdom. 

The  first  thing  of  public  notoriety,  was  the  Etangelical 
Mag</zine.  Mr.  Eyre  had  observed  the  high  degree  of  im- 
portance which  periodical  publications  had  obtained  in  the 
world,  by  their  extensive  circulation.  Philosophers  and  poli- 
ticians had  availed  themselves  of  this  aid,  to  extend  the  bound- 
aries of  Science,  or  strengthen  the  interest  of  Party.  A  peri- 
odical publication  exhibits  a  mode  of  instruction,  with  which 
the  wprld  was  formerly  unacquainted  ;  but  since  it  has  been 
adopted,  has  produced  a  surprizin;r  revolution  in  sentiments  and 
manners.  Ihousands  read  a  Magazine,  who  have  neither 
money  to  purchase,  nor  leisure  to  peruse  larger  volumes.  Per- 
ceiving that  a  certain  description  of  writers,  by  monopolizing 
a  work  of  this  kind,  had  made  more  converts  to  their  opinions, 
and  done  more  mischief  to  the  cause  of  vital  religion,  than  the 
folios  of  Socinus,  or  the  laboured  productions  of  his^more  in- 
fidel followers,  he  justly  concluded,  that  an  engine,  so  capable 
of  a  destructive  or  salutary  tendency,  ought  to  be  applied  for 
evangelical  purposes ;  remarking,  that  should  the  servants  of 
Christ  neglect  the  use  of  tliose  means  which  circumstances 

•f  He  has  repeatedly 'rcmarke<J,  as  an  Instance  both  of  the  kindness  of  Providence, 
'  and  the  £»cncrosity  of  his  pf  ople,  that  when  he  was  robbed  one  night  of  most  of  bis  o««> 
and  family's  linen  (it  being  collected  together  for  washing)  a  few  days  after,  some  of 
kit  friends  left  in  the  bauds  of  his  Ranker,  lOO  1.  for  |u«  use,  wiUi^Qt  a  uamc 
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|lad  Irefidered  favourable  for  the  propagadoD  of  evangelical 
sentiments,  it  would  argue  a  criminal  supiaeaess^  or  total  in* 
difference  to  the  best  interests  of  society. 
•  Of  this  indifference,  lie  found  no  reason  to  complain.  — • 
No  sooner  was  tlie  nature  and  design  of  thuj  work  made  pubHc» 
than  Mr.  Eyre  received  the  warmest  encouragement  from  bis 
brethren  in  the  ministry.  It  was  ai<reed,  that  the  editors  of 
such  a  work  should  be  composed  of  Churchmen  and  Dissenterg 
ef  different  deuominations ;  uniting  their  efforts  in  the  commoa 
cause  of  gospel -tiu^h ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  diffusing  liberal 
sentiments^  wheresoever  the  providence  of  God  might  direct 
their  '^  little  confluence  of.Christian  doctrine  and  Catholicism 
to.  wind  its  peaceful  and  salutary  course/'  Pecuniary  reward 
was  abandoned,  when  they  resolved  to  devote  the  profits  to  alle^ 
Tiate  the  disiressea  of  Widows  oF  Evangelical  Ministers  §• 
.  In  July  1793>  their  first  Number  was  published  ;  and,. in  th^ 
Preface  to  the  volume  of  the  following  year,  they  had  to  ac- 
knowledge the  Divine  Goodness  for^an  extensive  circulation  of 
their  pamphlet.  The  Hymn,  "  Sacred  to  Truth, "prefixed,  to 
that  volume,  was  written  by  Mr.  Eyre.  With  gratitude  we  are 
i>ound  to  acknowledge,  tlut,  under  the  auspices  of  Heaven,  and 
ipuch  indebted  to.  the  laborious  attention,  of  its  kte  valuable 
Editor,  this  Work  has  increased  in  its  sale  to  an  extent  exceed* 
ing  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  its  authors ;  and,  we 
trust,  attended  with  the  Divine  blessing  to  many  of  its  readers  ||. 
Scarcely  had  this  Magazine  been  published  one  whole  year^ 
before  a  paper  appeared  in  it,  written  by  one  of  its  first  Editors^ 
the  Rev*  D.  Bogue,  addressed  'to  the  Evangelical  Dissenters, 
calling,  upon  them' to  unite  in  exertions  for  evangelizing  the 
poor  Heathen ;  and  concluding  with  a  particular  exhortation  to 
the  ministers  of  the  metropolis,  *'  To  consult  together  on  this 
important  subject ;  and,  without  loss  of  time,  to  propose  som« 
plan  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  most  desirable  end  y  ^^  that 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  may  have  the  Heathen  for  his  inherit- 
ance, and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for  his  possession.*' 
This  address  gave  occasion  to  various  private  conversations  on 
the  subject.  At  length,  on  the  4tli  of  November,  1794,  the 
first  meeting,  with  a  view  to  forming  the  Missionaiy  Society, 
took  pliice.  It  wa<^  a  small^  but  glowing  and  harmonious  circle 
of  ministers,  of  various  connection^  and  denominations;  andjp 
in  this  number  was  Mr.  Eyre.  The  active  part  he  %o6k  in  the 
formation  Of  this  Society,  and  the  steady  zeal  he  manifested 
towards  its  important  object,^  are  well  known  to  thous^ds. 

§  In  a  letter  to  a  friend,  datad  June  8,  i8oi,  Mr.  Eyre,  says,  "  We  hare  pvtik 
«f  Che  profits  to  distressed  objects  [wid.ow»  of  mi<»4«teis,  3cc.]  23^31.'  2  t. ;  ami  to  the 
tapport  of  Mitaionty  i6ol.  los. :  amounting  together  to  261 3'l.  12s. ;  and,  1  hope,  we 
ifiali  noc  give  less  during  the  sa*ne  number  t>f  y^ars  ensaing."  This  account  has  beea 
found  a  triAe.  under  the  truth ;  and  since  that  time,  3161*  more  ka?c  been  <ti8uit^uie4| 
■taking  in  the  whole  2939!.  1 2S.  / 

.  ||.  The  j>rescAt  sal«  oi  this  work  is  12^000  monthly* 
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At  the  first  y^riy  tticeting  of  tl^fe  Satiety,  when  they  4(<!lafrdL  ' 
their  utiariimoa*  ftpptobation  of  the  de^gn  to  e«taWish  a  Society 
for  sending  Missionaries  to  heathen  countries,  an  o^^r|K>wep* 
tng  t>leaiure  Btt^nded  In  the  breasts  of  many,  on  the  passing  of 
that  imtx)rlatit  resolution.  Mr.  Eyre,  when  words,  almost  inter* 
¥Upted  with  joy,*'  found  out  their  way/' introduced  a  plan  whicb 
htbd  been  |>roposed,  for  the  cortsideratibn  of  this  meeting,  by 
%  series  of  histof  ical  obsertations,  pointing  out  the  analogy  be- 
tween the  fita  ptt>pagation  of  the  gospel  by  the  apostles  ancl 
Mhers  in  the  early  ages,  and  tb^  work  then  in  view  ;  and  ex<< 
}>lam)ng  the  mvanner  in  Which  Christianity  bad  been  in  bttef 
k^es  introduced  into  some  cot^ntries,  fomierty  Pagavi ;  together 
^ith  an  account  of  Missionary  attempts  stnc^e  the  peHod  of  the 
Kefbrmation.  Of  aH  objectsjthis  engaged  most  of  Mr.  Eyre'i 
zeaioifs  attention,  in  dischargitig  his  dot}'  as  a  Director,  and  a& 
terwards  as  the  Secretary  of  this  Society.  He  has  been  m  wea-;* 
tmeto  and  painfiilness,  in  watchings  onen,  in  fastings,  tmd  iii 
roW.  Many  Ardent  prayers  has  he  put  up  to  the  great  Head  of 
the  church  for  its  success;  arid^  could  we  favour  ottr  reader* 
>rith  extracts  from  his  letters  to  the  Missi6nnries>  they  would 
then  percrfve  how  much  hi*  heart  was  o<icupied  in  this  work. 

At  the  fortnatiort  of  this  Institution,  a  hope  was  indtilged  bjr 
hs  memhcrs,  that  salutaty  effects  at  home  wojuld  be  seen  to  arise 
from  suih  combined  benevolent  exertions.  ^'  Ministers  will  "tc* 
turn  to  their  particulanr  work  with  inciCeased  fervour,  roori^> 
•mJtimofi  of  spirit.  The. people  will  be  awakened,  to  regan^ 
more  serio»sly,  attd  i<S  search  more  deeply  into  that  dititi^  tueit*' 
*tire,  Whicli  they  ha\"e  thenrselves  pronouticed  worthy  to  hi? 
tanied  to  tl>e  wttermost  enifls  of  the  earth.**  In  this  they  hati 
not  been  disappointed.  Many  thousands  hear  the  gospel,,  in  vih* 
htges  and  towns,  where  it  was  not  preached  before  the  formatioti 
W^his  Sbcieiy.  Mr.  Eyte,in  particular,  besides  bis  perpetuiA 
ktetiii^m  to  this  Sotiety,  in  the  year  17y6  formrt  anotb?r> 
(t)mposed'6f  fhe  or  six  affluent  and  piou9  persons  of  his  own' 
congi-e^tioti,  for  the  purpose  of  |»opagating  the  gospel  at 
home,  tn  villages  oi' towns  n6torions  tbr  liieir  i^oonmce  and 
Vice.  This  Socwjiy,  of  which  Mr.  Eyre  was  the  beerel^  and 
Trpasurer,  fixed  its  attemion  on  a  part  of  the  cowity  of  Ifants ; 
Wlierc  \\  has  been  productive  of  greirt  good.  Two  congregations 
have  been  raised,  and  two  decent  IwiiWiings  erected  for  pubtic 
%oiship.  iTie  gospel  is  preached  by  useftil  miniscers,  to  ttitdtih 
tudt  s  in  different  villages  aroitnd  ;  and  many  persons  hftvebeeii 
savingly  called  to  a  knowledge  of  Christ  in  different  places; 
and  are  now  blessio^  Gpd  for  the  religious  advaotf^e»  ihey 
have  reoeived^  and  BUUcoatiiHie  taenjoy*  ' 

The  interest  tie  took  in  the  welfare  of  this  Soekely>  md  Hat 
^ble  manner  in  whidi  he  ffirccted  Us  o^jeratiotns,  will  apjpear  l^ 
a  Yew  extracts  from  his  letters  to  one  of  the  miaister*. 

«•  Posh  forward  tlie  woric  <saiilic)  wtek  wesuftia  tod^pp«imiftJt|  mt- 
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^ounbk :    wc  shall  have  a  blessed  season  for  rest  when,  thrmigh  f  he  ' 
crace  of  God,  we  have  finished  the  work  he  has  mercifully  given  us  to  do.*' 

When,  in  the  course  of  their  labours,  these  good  men  met 
wilh  opposition,  he  encouraged  theiu,  by  saying, 

.  **  The  great  opposition  you  have  experienced,  is  no  more  th^n  we  might 
have  expected.  A  wisdom  that  cannot  err  has  assured  us,  that  the  carnal 
mind  is  camity  a^inst  God;  and  where  there  is  an  enmity  against  tha 
physician,  there  will  be  no  love  for  his  prescriptions.  If  we  press  the  ne^i, 
eessity  of  submission  upon  rhem*  they  will  oppose  us  in  proportion  to  ouir 
earnestness,  till  a  divine  influence  softens  their  hearts,  and  gives  them  s| 
discernment  of  their  danger.  At  present,  they  are  objects  of  our  com* 
p«ssion ;  and,  I  trust,  many  of  them  will  be  subdued  by  the  grace  of  out 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  Paul  was,  even  9X  the  |]tf)ineat  when  hisiteari 
was  full  of  rage  agauiftt  hin  and  his  people,"  , 

'M  am  thankful  to  God  for  tlie  faithful  testimony  you  have  bonic  at 
Rogate,  and  other  villages,  which  have  been  altogether  unaccustomed  to 
the  gospel.  — The  gospel  being  in  the  church  near  Hommeiford,  renders 
Sunday  visits  inexpedient ;  but  if  our  service  once  now  and  then  will  be 
acceptable,  it  may  share  with  the  Tillagesio  proportion  to.  its  iraportftnce^V 

•    «« You  laboiir,  you  sufier  teproach,  you  rejoice.    Tlws  is  apot«oi^ieal  ? 
fc— Go  on  in  the  same  spirit;  and  be  assured,  not  only  of  my  friendship  anfl  * 
esteem,  but,  what  is  of  infinitely  greater  consequence ;  be  assured,  ^«iha( 
your  liAiour  will  not  be  vain  in  the  Lord.'* 

Much  of  the  success  of  ministers  depcndinc:,  under  God,  npo^ 
the  meekoess  of  their  own  temper  ami  conduct,  Mr.  £yr<;  ijtiA 
sot  fail  to  incuicale  these  on  his  younger  bi^ethnen  : 

"  "It  will  give  me  no  small  pleasure  to  hear  that  you  go  on  conrfortablj 
and  prosperously.  Bear  the  infirmities  of  the  weak,  ainl  expect  no  more 
than  the  nature  of  every  one's  standing,  and  experience  will  warrant.  If 
we  would  attract  numbers,  we  must  win  them  by  a  continual  exemplift* 
ration  of  the  gentleness  of  Christ.  No  bonds  are  so  po^Trful  as  those  of 
love.  The  force  of"  kindness  is  inconceivably  great.  1  do  not' wonder 
that  Mr.N's  popularity  has  increased, with  his  years,  and  that  he  has  as  many 
friends  almost  as  he  has  acquiiintances ;  since  no  minister  has  discovered 
towards  his  people  stronger  affection,  or  taken  more  pains  to  encburage 
every  hopeful' appearance  in  those  who  indicated  any  desire  to  read  the- 
Scripture,  or  attend  occasionally  orconstantly  on  the  means  of  grace.**     ^ 

*'  I  trust  you  will  yet  see  greater  things  tlian  these.  We  must  first  sow, 
mnd  t^en  we  shall  reap.  Few  are.  made  useful  in  the  conversion  of  others, 
^ho  do  not  feel  «rhat  the  apostle  expvesses,  by  travailing .  in  birth  till 

Clnri&t  be  formed  in  them.  Such  strong  desire  to  be  usctul,  wjll  not  1^ 
^contented  with  any  thing  less  than  an  entire  consecration  of  our  whol?? 

selves  to  the  Lord  ;  and  when  our  heart  is  thus  in  the  work,  labour  will 
l3C  sweet, 'and  success  our  best  reward. *• 

• '  A veid  whatever  tends  to  obstruct  your  eftbrts :   idle  visits,  idle  conver- 
,$ation,^nd  activity  itself,  which  docs  not  effect  your  be^  object.  Reme^U'* 
berhow  zealous  the  servants  of  Chi  ist  are  in  many  places;  and  how  abu«- 
.llantly  Gpd  blesses  tlie  labours  of  those  who  serve  him  faithfully.    Above 
jiU,  pray  often,  and  read  the  Scriptures  much,  and  be  sure  that  your 
ministry  will  be  nu)st  profitable,  when  your  own  heart  is  most  affected  wiUi 
heavejUy  subjects.     £ndeavour  to  discountenance  all  bitterness  and  ran- 
cour  between  true  believers,  however  different  their  notions  qr  views  i«. 
some  non-essential  points ;  and  you  will  find  most  pleasure  when  love  pre- 
vails.    In  your  preaching,  aim  constantly  at  the  conscience  :-»  but  let 
your  manner  be  as  soft  and  kind  sl$  your  words  are  searching  :  —  woimd 
only  with  a  view  to  heal ;  and  lead  with  gentleness  the  sick  and  needy  |o 
^Jesus  Christ,    And  may*  tlie  G*id  of  peace  be  with  you  continu»Hj  j" 

Ooa 
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In  some  villages,  where  the  preachers  could  not  obtain  U^ 
ccnced  houses,  he  very  warmly  recommendti  them  tq  attempt 
oui-door  preachin*;. 

**  You  can't  preach  in  the  villages,  it  seems,  till  places  Urc  procured  and 
licenced  ;'•  because  yon  find,  by  enquiry.  That  the  opposition  will  be  great 
among  some  of  the  principal  people  :  and  as  to  out-door  preaching,  you  arc 
told  it  is  hazardous  ;  ana « the  people  think  it  jSrudent  at  present,  to  go 
on  more  cautiously  — There  is  not  any  thing  you  say,  which  might  not 
then  have  been  aniicipated.  For,  who  ever  expected  to  preach  the  gospel 
in  new  places  without  opposition  }  And  ai  to  the  hazard  of  preaching  out 
of  doors,  it  is  neither  less  nor  greater  than  it  has  always  been  in  our  time, 
or  the  time  of  our  predecessors. — If,  however,  you  are  afraid,  and  no  other 
person  will  undertake  it,  I  hope  some  supply  will  be  found  for  my  owa 
chapel,  that  I  may  commence  Itinerant  in  the  villages  around  Pctersneld,** 

When  Societies,  formed  solely  for  the  purpose  of  spreading 
the  gospel,  were  falsely  and  maliciously  charged  with  the  infa* 
mous  deiiign  of  propagating  political  opinions  of  a  baneful  ten* 
dency :{:,  Mr  Eyre  wrote  thus  to  one  of  the  preachers  : 

•*  Yoirrs  I  received  in  due  time,  and  hope  aU  will  go  on  perfectly  well. 
We  need  not  fear  what  the  enemy  can  do,  since,  he  that  is  with  us  is  greater 
than  he  that  is  in  the  world.  Satan  works  by  lies  ;  and  no  wonder  if  hit 
children  do  the  ^orks  of  their  father.  Blessed  be  God,  Trurh  is  more 
powerful  than  the  weapons  of  our  adverbaries ;  and  it  shall  ultimately 
prevail.  But  let  us  keep  our  temper,  and  learn  sometimes  to  keep  silence. 
Scurrility  and  abuse  iire  bej.t  refuted  sometimes,  by  answering  them  noA 
Unless  I  am  mistaken,  we  shall  havt  great  need  of  caution.  Such  exertions 
as  art;  now  making,  will  be  offensive  to  a  carnal  mind^  and  therefore  evil 
motives  will  be  attributed  to  tliose  who  have  nothing  in  view  but  the 
glory  of  God.  Our  lives  must  sy.eak  for  us ,  and  to  those  who  are  capa- 
ble of  discernment,  oiir  diiinterestedness  will  appear.  None  will  be  found 
•o  faithful  to  their  country,  and  so  obedient  to  its  laws,  as  thoi<  who  seet: 
a  better  country,  and  have  put  on  the  yoke  of  him  who  was  meek  and 
lowly  in  heart.  The  discontented  and  ambitioub,  who  Iiave  only  eartl\ly 
things  in  vitw,  may  be  contentious  and  unruly  ;  but  the  children  of  God 
seek  the  peace  of  the  land  where  they  dwell,  and  are  intent  only  in  pro- 
xnoting  the  honour  and  interest  of  the  spiritual .  kingdom  of  Christ. 
Blessed  be  God,  that  is  flouri^hing  ;  and  it  must  flourish  and  increase, 
and  spread  itself  at  last  over  all  the  earth." 

Nothing  can*  give  our  readiers  a  more  just  idea  of  the  mai^ 
than  a  letter  he  wrote>  respecting  a  flight  misunderstanding  be- 
tween the  preachers : 

"  It  is  no  easy  matter  to  judge  impartially  of  ourselves;  and  more  difficult 
Btill,  to  decic?c  properly  on  the  characters  of  others.  The  oldest  and  best 
Christians  bear  but  a  very  imperfect  resemblance  to  their  Lord  and 
Saviour  ;  it  i^  not  thcrefoie  to  be  expected  tliat  the  zeat  and  fncekncss 
of  Christ  should  exactly  harmonize  in  young  persons.  If  the  apostle^, 
brought  up  under  the  eye  of  our  blessed  Lord,  wVrc  so  mistaken  in  their 
expressions  of  concern  for  hi  honour,  as  not  to  know  what  manner  of  spi. 
rit  they  ivere  of,  w  hich  of  us  ought  not  to  suspect  a  possibility  of  being  mis* 
taken  also  ?  And  if  we  once  learn  to  waCch  over  our  hearts  m  this  respect, 
we  shall  have  rea  on  to  be  thankful  that  the  error  of  these  eminent  ^r- 
vantS|Of  God  wus  recorded  for  our  instruction.** 

*  A  censorious  spirit  has  ever  been  to  me  a  source  of  grief.    I  have 

t  Sec  Mr  Eyr  't  masterly  Review  of  Bishop  HorsleyU  Oitrge,  in  our  Magazine  for 
*/^ar.h  aJ  Ajril  iHoi  :  iu  which  his  Lordship's  makvoicni  iccusatioot  a(e  complete^ 
lettttcd  aiui  ex^scd.  ' 
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nwnfned  over  it  for  mslny  years  and*  yet  I  moiim  that  it  ts  not  su^ciently 
subdued.  I  am  apt  to  nx  my  eye  upon  another  person's  faults,  while  I 
overlook  his  excellencies;  and,  being  of  an  open  di^position,  I  am  led  to 
pronounce  his  character,  merely  from  a  view  of  his  defects.  This  is  the 
Biore  blameable,  because  t  have  so  often  di^overed  that  I  was  wrong, 
and  experienced  much  inconveniency.  by  being  constrained  to  go  out  of* 
my  way,  to  give  some  signal  token  of  aiiectiou  to  those  jvhom  I  had  sm 
inisrcprct>ented,  through  precipitancy  of  judgment. 

"  The>e  thing  I  mention,  to  put  you  upon  your  guard.  You  area 
younger  man  than  i  a  n  ;  and  being  of  tlie  same  sai^uine  disposition,  ytni 
»ay  be  liable  to  fall  into  the  same  error.'* 

Useful  a»  this  society  then  was,  Mr.  Eyre  projcctied   a'plah 
to  enlarge  its  sphere  of  action  and  utility,  in  a  very  considerable 
degree.     He  had  found,  upon  a  careful  investigation,  that,  not- 
wiilistandmjj  the  number  of  ministers  furnished  by  our  semina* 
lies,  aTery  small  proportion  indeed  was  employed  in  breaking, 
up  new  ground.     He  had  repeatedly  applied  to  one  of  the  most 
popular  and  useful  Schools  of  the  riopnets,  near  London,  for 
yoang  men  to  act  under  the  direction  of  his  own  Society  ;  bttt 
could  not  obtain  even  one*     Nor  hrfd  he  the  least  hope  of  doing 
so  in  future,  as  he  was  giveti  to  understand,  tliat  that  ^minary 
had  for  its  object,  solely  toe  furnishing  of  pastors  fof  churches. 
He  had  also  considerable  doubts,  whether  the  mode  of  educa- 
tion adopted  in  that  and  other  academies,  were  such  as  wenl^ 
fit  young  men  to  answer  his  purpose,  however  useful  they  might 
be  in  another  line.     He  observed,  that  a  considerable  portioa 
of  a  short  term  allotted  to  the  students,  was  occupied  in  learn- 
ing a  language  in  which  they  were  never  to  speak  or  write ;   and 
to  read  what  they  were  never  designed  to  teach;  viz.  "  Heathen 
Historians,  Poets,  Rhetoricians,  Orators,  and  Philo^phers  ;•* 
and  this  very  frequently/  to   the  gross  neglect  of  their  own 
tongue:   and,  what  is  of  still  greater  importance,  to  the  aw- 
ful neglect  of  solid  Biblical  and  theological  knowledge*    Uii 
noticed,  that  in  consequence  of  such  a  mode  of  education,  many 
forgot  what  they  had  so  imperfectly  learned ;  and  that  those  who 
had  been  the  most  diligent  and  successful  in  such  acquisitions, 
frequently  lamented  they  had  spent  their  time  without  acquiring 
suitable  mental  furniture  for  the  discharge  of  ministerial  duties. 
These  observations  he  had  communicated  to  two  or  three  valu- 
able correspondents ;  and,  finally,  induced  the  Society  to  edu- 
cate, under  their  own  eye,  tind  in  their  own  mode,  those  young 
men  they  might  in  future  send  out. 

In  the  exeH*ution  of  this  plan,  he  was  assisted  by  his  friends, 
and  particularly  by  Mr.  Hanson  and  Mr.  Townsend ;  the  latter 
of  whom  generously  agreed  to  give  .5001.  per  annum  during 
bis  own  Jife;  and  to  pay  by  installments,  or  give  by  his  wil^ 
the  principal  sum  of  10,0001.  for  the  same  purpose  %• 

A  plan  of  education  was  drawn  up,  excluding  the  dead  lan- 
guages, except  so  fur  ^  to  read  the  Scriptures  in  the  origitial, 

t  Mr.  Eyre  incensed  ro  give  a  Memoir  of  Mr.  T — 's  Life ;  and  the  matertalt  he  lia% 
M/4rUl  be  shortly  presented  t«.thc  pub^,  with  his  Pororait,  in  this  Magaziiie. 
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to  cofMist  of  twelve  courses  of  leetuies :  six  of  mhich  we^  t# 
be  Biblical  mid  Theological ;  and  six  on  Science,  Lttcratme, 
and  the  Duties  of  a  Preacher.  Students  were  collecting,  a 
tutor,  was  engaged,  ond  the  time  of  commencement  was  fixed, 
bat  has  been  protracted  by  his  death. 

Uoder  ^  the  aaspices  of  the  same  Society,  he  instituted  schooU 
in  Spit^l-fields  and  Bethnal-Jreen,  for  the  purpose  of  teaching 
poor  ignorant  children  to  read  the  Bible,  and  to  understand  the 
first  principles  of  Christianity,  from  well-known  and  approve^ 
catechisms.  The  teachers  were  some  of  bis  own  congregation, 
T?ho  freely  gave  their  labours  in  so  good  a  work ;  and  the 
schools  were  open  for  public  inspection. 

Pitying  the  state  of  the  poor  in  these  parishes,  ntanj  thon- 
^nds  ot  Mrhom  never  attend  any  place  of  public  worship  on 
iJie  Lord's  Day,  he  designed  to  oDtaiii  a  spacious  chapel,  to  be 
regularly  supplied  by  an  evangelical  minister,  of  respectable  cha^ 
racier  and  talents,  solely  for  the  use  of  the  poor,  without  aoy 
cost  whatever  on  their  part.  How  mysterious  the  Providence 
mhich  removed  a  man  so  devoted  to  his  Lord  and  IVfaster,  at  a 
time  w  hen  his  greatest  plans  appeared  near  to  an  accompli^* 
naent! 

IlumiUty  was  another  prominent  feature  of  ^is  character; 
tbbse  who  were  best  .acquainted  with  him,  will  recollect  in  whit 
inodest  terms  be  spoke  of  his  own  talents  and  attainmeuts.  An 
extract  from  a  small  paper,  which  he  wrote  with  his  penpl«  aiic| 

fave  to  Mrs.  Eyre,  during  an  illness,  six  or  seven  years  before 
is  deaths  and  which  be  styled  hb  Epitapl^,  wjU  illiistratc  Ail 
observation : 

**  Here  lies  the  mortal  part  of  John  Eyre,  the  chief  of  Mimers  8«re4  If 
|;racc  :  —  But  he  was  the  chief  of  sinncrsi,  in  a  setise  very  diifcrcnt  from 
that  in  which  the  expression  couM  be  used  \i\  St.  Paul :  for  the  apostle 
Tiewcd  himself  in  that  light,  from  the  greatest  degree  of  holiness  which 
MWf  mortal  in  this  life  Perhaps  ever  attained  $  but  he  ifm  the  greaicsl 
degree  of  sinfulness,  which  ever  subsisted  in  a  sowl  renewed  by  the  Spi» 
rit  of  God ;  and  which  actually  polluted  every  operatioa  of  his  lx>dy  aai 
'.mind  for  the  space  of  upwards  ot  —  years  ;  during  which  he  made  ao 
CFpen  profession  of  faith  in  Christ ;  when  Go^^  moved  with  compassion, 
-released  himfrom-the  bondage  of  convption,  ami  took  him  up  to  Heaven.** 

It  was  his  practice,  as  ^re  have  seen,  to  conclude  the  old  yeat 
.  with  a  sermon,  reminding  his  hearers  of  the  mercies  they  had 
leceived.  The  hist  year^was  improved  from  Ps.  cxxvi.  3. 
•*  The  Lord  hath  done  great  things  for  us.**  In  this  discourse  he 
enumer^ited  signal  blessings  continued  and  enlarged;  among 
which  hementioned,  that  the  number  of  communicants  was  theA 
greater  than  the  number  of  hearers  when  he  first  came  to  Ho- 
.  merton.  He  then  particularized  new  favours,  among  whicb  be 
reckoned  the  establishment  of  the  academy  above  mentioned^ 
as  likely  to  be  a  great  blessing  to  the  country, 

Jan.  ist,  1803,  he  opened  the  new  year  with  an  address  from 
Solomon's  Song  ii.  j6.  "  1  am  his."  Oir  the  follow  ing  Loxd*)^ 
Day  evvniing  he  preached  from  .1  Cor,  vii.  QQ.  '"  JUut  ttualj^fi^ 
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Wnhreu;  the  tiWe  Is  sliort/'  *  It  was  a  sermon/  says  one  of  his 
hearersj  'of  nncomtnon  elegance  and  ability,  and  strikii^jf 
prophetic,  as  Mr.  Townsend  died  within  four  hours  after  it  wa^ 
delivered  ;  Ihs  dear  friend  Mr.  Hanson/and  another  of  hia  c(mm 
gregation,  within  a  Week  \  and  himself,  within  the  short  spaet 
of  three  months.' 

Jad.  16,  He  pr^ched  Mn  Townseod's  liinemi  sermoii  fironn 
Reir.xlv.13.  ^'  JMesscd  are  the  dead  which  di^  in  the  Lord/'  &c. 

Jan.  ^,  He  preaclied  Mr.  Hanson's  funeral  seifmon,  froaa 
Mat.  xi.  28-— 30.  ''  Cbttie  unto  me  all  jre  that  labonr/'  &c.  is 
wfaieb  he  deoiured  he  would  rather  die  with  Mr.  H's  poverty  of 
ipkk,  than  in  the  ttio^t  triumphant  mamier  ;  and  bened  th<i 
people  to  notice,  that  he  desired  his  dying  words  mightbe  those 
ef  the  publican,  ^  God  be  merciftil  10  me  a  sinner  !'' 

Feb»  13^ in  the  evening,  he  preached  from  1  Cor.  vi.^-^IK 
In  the  coarse  of  the  sermon  he  solemnly  appealed  to  the  con-- 
fdences  of  his  hearers,  respecting  the  doctrines  he  had  preached 
among  them.  -^  '^  Have  I  asserted  that  fornicator^  Cftn  entec 
the  kingdom  of  Heaven  ?  Have  I  asserted  that  the  covetous, 
dnuU^erds,  and  extortioners  can  enter  thekingdo9i/of  lleaveut 
J  solemnly  affirm,  before  God  and  you,  I  have  not.  Have  £ 
iot  declared,  that  the  unrighteous^!  8cc.  shall  not  inherit  the 
kingdom  of  God  ?  1  solemnly  declare,  that  I  am  pure  froA 
Jour  blood.**  —  Tliis  was  his  last  sermon. 

The  next  day  (Monday)  he  attended  the  Committee  of  Exa*- 
miaation  of  the  Missionary  Society  ;  and  returned  home  in  the 
evening,  very  ill  of  the  influenza,  which  terminated  in  an  irn^ 
p^stwiU  of  the  head.  This  breaking  on  the  Tuesday  foHow- 
"*§*  produced  a  great  degree  of  deaniess.  About  a  week  aftet 
bemg  seized  by  tnis  illness,  his  friend  Mr.Wilks  wrote  a  note, 
enquiring  after  his  health ;  to  which  he  returned  the  foHowin^ 
answer : — 

•«  My  dear  Brother^ 
**  Except  relief  from  excruciating  pain,  I  can  scarcely  venture  to  think 
tnysclf  better.  My  strength  altogether  fails  rae,  and  my  spirits  are  ' 
fiialJy  depressed.  It  is  the  nature  of  ihe  disease.  DebiHty  is  its  charac. 
leristic.  The  Lord  only  knows  xwhen  I  shall  be  again  restored  to  my 
labours  j  or  whether  I  snail  be  restored  at  all,  is  to  me  very  questionable. 
I  wish  to  stand  prepared,  and  know  no  will  but  his*  Why  did  not  Brother 
— ^— *6  young  men  write  their  letters  for  the  Committee  ?  Things  mu^ 
rnovt  whether  I  live  or  die.    Pray  go  forward,  and  believe  me,'  with  alfco- 

^oniCK  rtrmembrance  to  Mrs.  W ,  ^ 

Yours,  ever  sincerely,  J.  Evas." 

After  three  weeks,  be  began,  tho'  slowly,  to  recover ;  and  at 
.the  etod  of  the  fourth,  he  a[)peared  in  a  state  of  convalescence. 
About  this  time  he  observed  to  a  friend,  who  caJIcd  upon 
•  him,  "  The  Lord  has  picvented  me  from  enjoying  much  ot  the 
Bwitriv  of  my  friends,  on  account  of  my  dwifness.  I  liav^, 
therefore,  had  morejeisuce  for  his  blessed  word.  I  have  tra- 
"belled  through  the  book  of  Job  and  ilie   Psalms  j  but  fouiid 
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Botbm^  peculiarly  adaptM  to  my  ttate.  I  therefore  passed 
on  to  me  /mng  word  J*  He  then  related  the  views  with  wkieb 
he  had  been  favoured  of  the  whole  gospel  of  John  :  deacribtog 
the  glory  of  Jesus  in  his  conversntidn  with  Nicodemus  Hod  the 
woman  of  Samaria;  his  discourses  on  himseli^  as  the  bread  of 
life>  fountain  of  living  water^  and  the  good  shepherd ;  the 
glory  of  his  actions  iti  opening  the  eyes  of  the  blind  ;  bat. 
especially  at  the  tomb  of  Icarus,  adding^  ^'  Who  would  not  die 
tOi  be  Taised  up  by  such  a  Saviour  r*'  In  short,  he  threw  such  a 
bistre  upon  the  whole  book  oF  John,  and  spoke  with  a  coua- 
tenance  so  ilhiminated  with  joy,  with  an  aii  and  manner  alt^ 
gether  so  superior,  solemn,  and  impressive,  so  much  like  t 
being  who  bad  been  conversing  personally  with  the  Saviour,  as 
strongly  to  remind  the  writer  ot  that  fine  image  of  the  Chris* 
tianpoet: 

«•  When  one  that  holds  communion  with  the  skies 
Has  (ill'd  h\b  urn  where  the^  pure  waters  rise. 
And  once  more  mingles  with  us  meaner  things, 
•Tis  ev*n  as  if  an  angel  shook  his  wings : 
^  Immortal  fragrance  fills  tlie  circuit  wide. 

That  tells  us  whence  his  treasures  are  supply'd.**        Cowrit. 

On  the  Lord's  Day,  \f arch  2S,  he  was  attacked  with  veiT 
Krtolent  pains  in  tiie  head.  Leaning  on  Mis.  Eyre,  he  observed, 
■*  If  it  wei*e  so  sweet  to  lecline  on  the  bosom  oFan  earthly  friend, 
:what  must  John  have  felt  when  leaning  on  the  bosom  of  his 
Saviour?' 

On  the  Monday  bis  pains  increased ;  hut  on  the  Tuesday 
.were  less  violent.  On  the  V\'ednesday  morning,  when  engag* 
ing  m  private  prayer  with  Mrs.  E^re,  before  he  left  his  room, 
ke  was  seized  with  a  p&ralytic  aftcction,  which  impeded  arti- 
culation. However,  he  got  downstairs;  and  that  day  wrote 
a  letter  (the  last  he  ever  did  write)  to  the  Missionaries  at  Ota- 
heite ;  and  observed  to  a  friend,  '*  Perhaps  my  chariot  may  be 
Bearer  than  we  are  aware  of.,  I  have  been  praying  fqr  my  fa^ 
inily>  and  all  my  friends  by  name^  as  ninny  as  I  can  recollect; 
and  the  charge  the  Lord  has  committed  to  rae^  I  have  resigned 
to  him  again.  I  do  not  say.  I  will  go  before,  and  prepare  you 
mansions.  No  ;  blessed  be  God,  tliey  are  already  prepared ! 
And  my  friends  I  shall  not  lose  :  I  shall  meet  them  again,  for  I 
Jiave  long  broken  off  all  friendship  with  the  world,"— Upon 
his  friend  observing, '  You  have  not  been  left  in  this  affliction  f* 
"Oh,  no  !**  said  lie,  in  an  extacy,  "  I  do  not  indeed  know  what 
JHeaven  is,  but  I  bave  had  such  views,  that  it  seems  worth  while 
to  leave  Heaven,  and  come  down  to  enjoy  them  over  again. 
But  on  these  joys  I  lay  no  stress ;  -r  '  had  rather  go  out  of  the 
world  in  poverty  of  spirit,  than  with  the  greatest  joy  !'* 

To  Mrs.  Eyre  he  said,  '^  Here  is  a  portion  for  you,  my  dear 
Mary,  in  Jer.  xlix.  1 1,  "Leave  thy  fatherless  chiiOrea^  and. let 
thy  widow  trust  i^  me." 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


J 


^"MCMMB^OF  tHB  LATE  tEV.  JOHN  EYBfe.  [€85*] 

-  Thursday  morning-^  when  at  breakfast,  tliougb  lie  ate  but 
little>  he  said  to  Mrs.Eyie,^'  Eat  a  good  bre^dcfast  to  strengtheu 
your  body,  and  look  up  to  the  Lord  to  strengthen  your  mind ; 
for  you  don't  know^  Mary,,  uhat  is  before  you  to-day."  About 
baif  an  hour  afterward,  he  was  almost  insensible,  and  continued 
no  during  that  day;  but  on  the  following,  he  was  so  much  bet- 
ter, as  to  alio  W  hopes  of  his  recovery;  and  in  the  afternoon 
observed,  *^  Yesterday  was  an  awful  day  :  you  could  not  desire 
my  life  under  such  circunnstances ;  for  I  have  no  recollectioa 
#f  tvhat  passed.'' 
.    On  the  Saturday,  he  observed,  ^^  The  Lord  gives  strength  in 

frcat  weakness  :  I  cannot  pray  for  you  in  the  family  now  ;  but . 
efius  ev^r  lives  to  make  intercession.''  Mrs.  Eyre  observing, 
when  he  was  in  great  pain,  ^  The  Lord  will  give  you  ease ;'  he 
answered,*'  It  is  all  well."— On  the  Lord's  Day  he  said  very 
little ;  but  appeared,  by  his  cgiintenance,  very  happy.  During 
the  night,  lie  was  lizard  to  say,  in  a  low  voice,  *' "Who  is 
able  to*  do  exceeding  abundantly,  above  all  that  we  can  aslc 
XJT  think  !"  —  and  these  were  the  last  words  he  was  heard  to 
articulate. 

t  While  the  event  was  dubious,  his  friends  prayed  for  his  reco- 
JFery^  On  Monday  evening,  March  28,  a  prayer-meeting  was 
appdinted ;  but  when  .they  assembled  at  six  o'clock,  they  were 
ioioroied  that  he  had  just  departed.— No  pen  can  describe  the 
afiectiBg  scene  which  followed  :  all  who  engaged  in  prayer  that 
evening,  for  the  family  and  the  church,  were  his  own  spiritual 
xhi)dren,*lamenting  the  loss  of  their  father  in  Christ* 

Under  this  great  affliction  Mrs,  Eyre  was  supported  in  an 
.extraordinary  manner;  and,  we  hope,  her  valuable  Ufe  will  be 
'preserved,  for  the  sake  of  eight  surviving  children.  One  of 
these  exclaimed,  in  the  moment  of  his  anguish,  *^  O  the  good 
•radvice  he  gave  us,  and  the  many  prayers  he  offered  up  <*or 
'US !  -y-  Having  such  a  father,  who  is  just  gone  to  glory,  O 
mother !  if  any  of  us  should  be  missing,  how  great  will  be  our 
condemnation!" 

Upon  opening  the  head,  the  blood-vessels  of  tlje  dura  mater 

.were  found  to  be  in  a  turgid  state,  particularly  on  the  left  side ; 

and  the  falx,  or  septum  cerebri,  which  is  formed  by  a  doubling 

of  the  dura  mater  between   the    hepisp.heres    of  the  brain, 

'Was  found' to  be  ossified  into  irregular   bony  patches.    The 

blood-vessels  of  the  pia  mater  were  in   the  same   state ;  and 

:iome  water  was  found  in  the  ventricles  on  each  side  of  the  two 

.  beds  of  optic  nerves  ;  and  a  little  lower,  inflammation  was  found 

to  have  taken  place. 

.  On  April  5,  bjs  rcniains  were  interred  in  his  own  chapel. 
-The  corpse  was  preceded  by  the  Rev.  Mess  R.  Hill,  Glasscott, 
and  Wilson.  The  pall  was  borne  by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Palmer, 
'Waugh,  Wilks,  Townsend,  Simpson,  and  Piatt.  Messrs.  Buck, 
Collison^  Beck,  Pine,  Ranee,  aiid  Voss,— th^  principal  MTem- 
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bers  of  ihc  congregation,  —  and  the  London  Directors  of  tn* 
Missionary  Society  followed,  in  about  twenty-tive  coaches,  at-* 
tended  by  a  prodiu^ious  concourse  of  spectators^  whose  coun-» 
tenances  evidently  declared  the  general  respect  and  esteem  in 
which  Mr.  Eyre  was  held  by  all  \vno  knew  him.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Glascott  read  the  funeral-service;  and  the  Rev,  Rowland  Hill 
affectionately  addressed  a  very  crowded  and  sorrowful  audience, 
from  ^lat.  XXV.  21,  ^MVell  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  ser* 
vant,  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord.** 

Mr  Eyre  was  of  a  stature  which  approached  to  the  tall ;  hiy 
countenance  was  fair,  open,  and  strongly  expressive  of  a  benig- 
nant and  enlightened  mind.  His  perceptions  were  quick,  hi4 
memoiy  was  retentive  and  ready,  his  poweis  of  invention  were  re- 
jnarkably  good,  and  his  taste  w  as  highly  pohshed.  His  manners 
were  exfremely  graceful ;  and,  although  his  feelings  were  quick 
and  eajjily  wounded,  his  heart  was  the  seat  of  kindness;  and 
anger  and  resentment  had  no  abidance  (here.  His  education 
"^as  regplai**,  and  bis  diligence  great  in  improving  his  mind,  with 
Buch  stores  of  literature  as  enabled  him  to  discharge  resfiecl- 
abiv  the  duties  (if  the  station,  to  which  he  had  devoted  himself. 

from  the  beginning  of  his  ministry  his  indefatigable  labours 
bore  a  proppition  to  the  zeal  which  warmed  his  bosom,  and  re^ 
ceived  increase  daily,  from  tlie  divine  benediction  which  rested 
npon  his  ministry.  His  life  was  employed  in  the  .uniform  pur- 
suit of  the  great  object  which  engrossed  his  heart,  the  glory  of 
his  crucified  Lord,  displayed  in  the  salvation  of  those  who  were 
the  purchase  of  his  blood  :« — them  he  sought  diligefttly,  scat- 
tered through  this  present  evil  world,  with  much  success ;  and 
multitudes  arp  living  witnesses,  and  have  borne  their  dying  te^ 
timony,  how  much  they  owed  to  his  fidelity.  He  preached  tb^ 
word  in  season  and  put  of  season ;  everywhere  exhorting,  re- 
proving, rebuking,  where  PK)vidence  and  the  desire  to  hear 
'*  all  the  words  of  this  life,"  opened  a  door  of  usefulness;^  He 
counted  his  work  his  wages ;  and  souls  gained  to  Christ  weie 
bis  most  coveted  reward. 

In  every  relation  he  was  a  burning  and  shining  light ;  nor 
was  the  man  less  eminent  than  the  minister  :  the  best  of  hu^ 
bands,  the  tenderest  of  fathers,  the  kindest  of  masters,  and  most 
faithful  of  friends. 

Hisea^er  activity  to  be  useful,  often  urged  him  beyond  the 
powers  ot  a  body,  enfeebled  bv  labour  and  disease.  The  swopd 
ivas  too  sharp  for  the  scabbarcl ;  his  vivid  feelings  and  exertions 
shook  the  tabernacle  of  clay ;  and,  his  spirit  plumed  for  flight  to 
the  eternal  rest,  he  never  looked  on  death  with  dismay, — butika 
**  a  consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished.*\'His  afiections  em* 
braced  all  mankind.     Jiis  increasing  cares  and  pursuits,  more 

•  He  Kceiyed  bis  chs^cftl  educat'on  in  tbc  public  griinmar-schckol,  imdcr  ibe  rvitiM 
of  the  Rev.  John  Fisher  j  and  his  mathtrmatical  learning,  at  a  prWaieftcboo!  at  Ft^rtt*. 
bury,  undcf  the  Rev.  Jos.  Thorpe,  Rector  (>f  Forrabury  hx\d  TrcYclga,  ComwaJJ,  " 
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iiluiidantly  to  difFujse  the  gospel  of  the  grace  of  God,  over* 
whelmed  a  frame  become  broken,  yet  exulting  in  the  pleasure 
and  prospect  of  doing  good.;  and  he  died  Just  at  the  momeat 
wbeu  tiie  great  object  of  his  heart  appealed  ready  to  be  ac- 
coQiplished. 

His  lost  hours  displayed  the  triumphs  of  faith  ;  and,  amidst 
every  endeared  attachment,  and  the  love  of  all  his  brethren^  his 
work  being  done  upon  earth,  he  meekly  bowed  his  head  on  the 
^osom  of  his  Lord ;  of  whom  he  had  often  said,  in  tlie  inid^t 
of  esteem,  affection,  and  earthly  comfort,  *'  That  to  depart,  and 
be  with  Cbrist,  was  far  better/' 

—  «^  Mark  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the  upright ;  for  th^ 
end  of  tliat  man  is  peace.    Though  dead,  he  yet  speaketb/' 

Cp  Htie  10  Cl)ti0t, — to  Hie  ii  gain- 
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The  substance  of  which  was  briefly/  related  about  o  month  aga^ 
in  one  of  the  pulpits  in  town^ 

A  POOH  girl,  whose  parents  lived  in  the  country,  came  at 
an  early  period  of  life  to  reside  with  some  of  her  relations  ia 
London,  who  were  religious  people.  They  took  pains  to  insiiU 
into  her  mind  the  fear  of  God ;  but  their  labours  appeared  to 
be  all  in  vain.  From  her  childhood  she  discovered  a  stiong 
aversion  to  that  which  was  good :  and  when  religion  was  re- 
commended to  her,  her  heart  rose  against  it  with  the  utitiost 
dislike.  This,,  together  with  th^  moroseness  of  her  temper, 
which  led  her  into  much  evil,  induced  her  and  her  relations 
VX  length  to  part.  About  nineteen  years  of  age  she  left  Lon- 
don ;  and  Koing  into  a  very  profane  family,  soon  became  ad- 
dicted to  almost  every  kind  of  wickedness,  even  to  cursing  and 
swearing.  After  a  while,  she  left  this  family,  and  wandered 
about  the  country  a  mere  vagrant.  The  issue  was,  after  hav- 
ing an  illegitimate  child,  she  was  reduced  to  complete  wretched- 
ness ;  and  obliged  to  be  taken  hom^  to  her  parish-workhouse. 

Put  God's  ways  are  in  the  deep.  Itwas.h^re  that  be  met 
with  her,  as  with  the  pfodigal  in  distress,  and,  by  degrees, 
brought  her  to  herself.  She  thought  nothing  of  her  deplorable 
condition  as  a  sinner,  till  one  day  she  observed  her  poor  child, 
which  was  now  three  or  four  years  old,  beginning  to  follow  her 
fvil  example.  This  cqt  her  to  the  heart.  "  What  a  life,*' 
said  she  to  herself,  '*  have  1  lived  !  and  what  a  course  am  I 
leading  this  poor  unhappy  child  !  What  can  1  do  r^  The  ut- 
most slie  could  think  or  was  to  muster  up  sixpence,  and  buy  it 
one  of  Watts^s  Songs  for  Children.  On  obtaining  this  little 
book,  she  first  looked  into  it  herself,  iind  there  met  with  th^ 
following  lines ;  ^ 
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^  Just  as  a  tree  cut  down,  that  felt     *  ,      .       . 

To  n6rth  or  southwai'd,  thefc  it  Vici  i 
.      Se  man  departs  to  heaven  of  hell, 
-       -  Fix'd  in  the  sutc  whereinhe  dies.'* 

Th^5»*  lines,  and  some  others,  made  comidefftble  itfipressJofl 
upon  her  mind.  From  that  time  she  left  off  most  efher  grosser  . 
vices,  went  to  henr  the  gospd,  and  was  very  desiroos  to  get 
out  of  her  disagreeable  situatton  ;  vfWrch  in  a  little  while  she 
accomplished.  Still,  however,  she  lived  witliout  prajer.  The 
only  effect  was,  a  striving  to  be  better ;  but  it  was  whoBy  ia 
fcer  cmn  stiength. 

The  prcachinjj  of  the  word,  which  she  now  attended,  in- 
creased lier  convictions,  and  rendered  her  eKccediii^ly  gloomy 
and  melancholy.  She  could  not  consider  hcrselt,  nctwhh' 
standing  the  reform  irt  her  conduct,  as  being  in  a  state  of  sal- 
vation. She  felt  there  was  something  wantmg  ;  but  knew  not 
what  it  was.  It'  was  then  that  she  began  to  pray :  but  even 
this  duty  was  performed  only  as  a  duty,  hoping  to  add  some- 
thing to  her  former  endeavours.  She  obtained  no  relief  to.  her 
niiod;  but  continued  sinking  under  a  load  of  melancholy. 
Musing  on  these  things  one  day,  with  a  heavy  heart,  those 
^words  occurred  to  her  mind  with  much  light  and  force  :  "  Hi- 
therto ye  have  asked  nothing  iii  my  name :  ask  and  receive, 
that  your  joy  may  be  full."  Now  she  began  to  pray  as  a  lost 
^nncr,  in  the  name  of  Christ  5  and  in  this  way  presently  found 
rest  for  her  soul. 

Soon  after  this,  she  heard  a  sermon  from  1  Pet.  H.  7.  ^'  t'o^ 
jou  thnt  believe,  he  is  precious;**  which  was  singulntly  blessed 
to  her  in  leading  her  to  a  more  satisfactory  view  of  the  gospel 
of  salvation  by  the  cross  of  Christ  than  she  before  had  erer 
enjoyed.  This  fixed  her  determination  to  follow  Christ  in  his 
ordinances ;  and  to  offer  herself  for  membership  in  a  Christian 
church.  She  soon  after  did  so,  and  was  accepted.  -  In  this 
relation  she  continued  for  the  last  ten  years ;  and  though 
iiot  a  fadltkss  character,  yet, "upon  the  whole,  she  has  lived  ho- 
nourably,— and,  a  few  months  ago,  died  liiippily,      "   Gaius. 

ANECDOTE  11. 

Mr.  P.  of  H.  once  said,  ^'  I  cjinuot  but  lament  my  folly 
and  madness,  in  not  obeying  the  voice  of  Conscience  in  my 
3^outh.  By  this  time  1  might  have  been  an  old  man  in 
Christ ;  hut  I  am  not  born  yet.  Unhappy  me !  but,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  I  will  not  give  it  up  yet.  There  are  promises 
which  I  can  sometimes  almost  lay  nbldiof.  JGod  helping  me, 
I  will  go  on  to  seek  his  face,  and  practise  wh  1 1  know." 

Remarks,  —  1.  The  sins  of  yoAith  lay  a  foundation  for  bitter 
repentance  in  after-years.  •— 2-  To  be  called  and  sanctified 
in  early  life,  is  an  unspeakable  mercy.,—  3.  Resolutions  to 
persevere  in  the  good  ways  of  God,  when  formed  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  gospel,  are  highly  promising :  —  they  are  beautil'ul 
iu»  the  morning,  and  deserve  ev^  possible  encouragement. 

T.   Urn 
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THE  CARNAL  MIND  ALWAYS  THfi  SAMEj 

WITH  A  QUOTATION  FRQM  CELSUS.  # 

Til  AT ''  the  carnal  mind  ir.  enmity  agamst  God,"  is  a  most 
awful  truth;   as  plainly  verified  in  practice  as  it  is  positively  as-, 
serted  in  the  sacred  scriptures.    This  evil  principle  is  the  fruitful . 
root 'from  whence  arises  opposition  to  the  will  of  God,  both  in. 
his  law  and  in  his  gospel ;  and  to  the  same  source  we  may  trace 
the  persecution  of  the  church,  in  every  age  and  in  every  form. 
Those  who,  in  our  days,  may  incur  the  hatred  of  relations, . 
friends,  or  others,  on  account  of  their  adherence  to  evangelical 
septimehts  and  persons,  must  not  conclude  that  some  new  and 
strange  thing  hath  befallen  them.     No  :  whether  it  be  Cain,  or 
Ishmael,  or  the  Jews,  or  Celsus,  or  any  other  mocker,  the  prin- 
ciple is  the  same,  —  ^^  enmity  against  God." 

To  illustiate  this,  especially  for  the  sake  of  those  who  are  not 
conversant  with  church-history,  1  transcribe  from  Milner  a  few 
sentences  from  that  ancient  adversary  of  Christianity,  Celsus> 
who  lived  and  wrote  in  the  latter  end  of  the  second  century. 
*'  The  reader  must  be  prepared  to  hear  bitter  things.  A  more 
spiteful  calumniator  hardly  ever  existed ;  but  he  may  serve  a 
purpose  which  he  never  intended."/ 

''  The  Apostles  (said  Celsus)  were  infamous  men  ;  publicans 
and  abandoned  mariners. 

'^  You  say  that  God  was  sent  to  sinners ;  but  why  not  to  those 
who  were  free  from  sin  ?  What  harm  is  it  not  to  have'sinned  ? 

*'  You  encourage  sinnei;^  because  you  are  not  able  to  per* 
suade  any  really  good  men ;  therefore  you  open  the  doors  to 
the  most  wicked  and  abandoned. 

**  Some  of  them  say.  Do  not  examine,,  but  believe,  and  thy 
faith  shall  save  thee. 

"These  arc  our  institutions"  (speaking  of  Christians  with  a 
sneer) ;  ^*  let  not  any  man  of  learning  come  here,  nor  any  wise 
man  ;  for  these  things  are  reckoned  evil  by  us ;  but  whoever  is 
unlearned,  ignorant,  and  silly,  let  him  come  without  fear* 
Thus,  they  own  that  they  gain  only  the  foolish,  the  Vulgar,  the 
stupid  slaves,  women,  and  children. 

'^  We  see  these  itinerants  shewing  readily  their  tricks  to  the 
valgar,  but  not  approaching  the  assemblies  of  wise  men  ;  but 
wherever  they  see  boys,  a  crowd  of  slaves,  and  ignorarrt  men, 
there  they,  thrust  in  themselves,  and  shew  off  their  doctrine. 

*' In  other  mysteries"  (that  is,  in  the  heathen  ceremonies) 
'^  the  crier  uses  to  say,  ^Whoever  has  clean  hands,  and  a  good 
conscience,  and  a  good  life,  let  him  come  in.*  But  let  us  hear 
whom,  they  call: —  '  Whoever  is  a' sinner,  a  fool,  an  infant,  a 
lost  wretch,  the  kingdom  of  God  will  receive  him.'  An  uujust 
nan,  if  he  humble  himself  for  his  crimes,  God  will  receiver  bim  { 
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"but  a  just  man^  whoha$  proceeded  in  a  course  of  virtue  from 

the  beginning,  if  he  look  up  to  him,  he  will  not  be  received." 

^'  You  will  hear  them,  though  differing  widely  from  one  ano- 
tW,  making  that  boast,'*  The  worU  is  crucifiecf  to  me,  and  I  to 
theworld.*^ 

And  now,  reader,  wilt  thou  not  say,  ''As  it  was  in  the  begin- 
ning, it  is  now  ?"  The  pharisaical  opposers  of  justification  by 
faith,  and  of  the  insufficiency  of  man's  righteousness,  say  just 
the  same  things ;  and  despise  jus  on  the  same  account  as  Ccisus 
did  the  first  Christians;  because  the  poor  an^  ignorant,  the 
wicked  and  abandoned,  unite  with  us,  '  This,  however,  is  no 
inconsiderable  twtimony  to  the  despised  doctrines  of -grace ;  no 
small  consolation  to  the  humble  followers  of  the  Lamb. 

/         Olim. 


ON  THE  RESPECT  DUE  TO  AGED  CHRISTIANS. 


While  the  feeble  lambs  in  Christ's  fold  deserve  our  atten- 
tion, and  call  for  our  regard,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  those 
who  have  borne  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  are  worthy 
also  of  our  esteem.  Old  age,  indeed,  is  always  venerable;  but 
it  is  pecfuliarly  so  when  influenced  by  the  precepts,  and  adorned 
with  the  craces  of  Relijjion.  Hence,  Solomon  says,  *'  The 
hoary  head  Is  a  crown  of  glory,  if  it  be  found  in  the  way  of 
righteousness*.*'  '^  '^  but  too  common,  however,  to  observe 
those  who  are  naturally  lively,  self-conceited,  and  of  little 
experience,  deficient  in  the  exercise  of  that  respect,  which 
ought  ever  to  be  shewn  to  those  whose  judgments  have  been 
matured  by  length  of  years,  and  whose  experience  has  been 
rendered  considerable  by  diversified  trials. 

The  young,  often  flushed  with  vanity,  excited  by  warm  emo- 
tions, and  pushed  on  by  a  desire  of  superiority,  too  frequently 
step  forward  to  give  opinions  without  prudence,  and  to  pro- 
nounce sentence  without  ^deliberation ;  while  the  aged,  and 
those  of  superior  wisdom,  are  thrown  into  the  back  grounc^ 

f  where  their  knowledge  is  obscured,'  and  their  experience  ne- 
glected. How  directly  opposite  is  this  to  the  scriptures  of  truth, 
which  say, "  Thou  shult  rise  up  before  the  hoary  head,  and  ho- 
nour the  face  of  the  old  man  f !" 

It  is  true  that  the  aged  may  have 'their  infirmities,  and  the 
Superficial  ornament  ot  younger  days  may  have  worn  off;  but 
those  infirmities  are  more  to  be  pitied  tlian  ridiculed.     The  lit- 

.    tie  moroseness  sometimes  attendant  on  such  a  state,  although 
not  pleasing,  affords  no  excuse  for  the  petulance  of  youth.     So  ' 
far  from  it,  that  it  should  be  the  peculiai*  study  of  the  young  to 
foftea  tlie  asperities  of  the  aged,  to  support  them  in  tHeir 

♦  Prov.  xvi.  31,  t  Lev.  xix.  lu 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


BftSFECT  BUB  TO  AQZD  CHRISTIAKS.  £0] 

^(^liniBg  years,  and  to  remove^  if  possible^  the  anxieties  arising 
in   such  a  situation.    The  you n^  Christian  especially,  should 
thtis  not  only  endeavour  to  administer  consolation  to  grey  liairs^ 
but  gbould  listen  with  more  than  ordinary  attention  totl>elr  ad<- 
vice ;  for  though  they  iue  precluded  themselves  from  active  ex- 
ertions, through   the  feebleness  of  a^e, '— yet,  as  the  head  is 
essential  to  direct,  as  i%eJl  as  the  liand  to  execute,  their  couitsels 
may  prove  ot  ihe  greatest  advantage.     Instruction,  therefore^ 
may  be  sought  tr^>ui  their  lips,  and  discretion  learnt  from  their 
advice :    they  have  travelled  the  road  for  many  years :   they 
have  experienqed  the  vicissitudes  of  the  seasons,  and  seen  the 
dangers  of  ihe  way  r   they  have  felt  the  power  of  the  enemy, 
and  are  acquainted  with  his  insidious  snares :  they  can  tell  us 
of  the  various  windings  and  turnings  of  the  heart,  and  what 
they  have  suffered  from  its  corrtiptions :    they  have  witnessed 
also  many,  wonderlul  displays  of  divine  Providence,  and  can 
relate  many   pleasing  instances  of   the  power  of  converting 
grace:— -to  a  humble  enquiring  mind,  their  conversation  may 
be  attended  to  with  pleasure,  and  their  testimony  received  with 
profit.     Let  us  therefore  sit  at  their  feet,  and,  from  the  relation 
of  their  experience,  learn  to  get  wisdom,  and  increase  in  know- 
iedge.     Nothing  can  be  more  indecorous  than  the  garrulity  of 
the  inexperienced,  and  the  boasting  of  the  novice,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  thos^  whose  steps  have  been  Jong  directed  in  the  good 
old  way.     A  degree  of  taciturnity,  without  running  into  the  op- 
hite extreme  of  reserve,  should  mark  the  character  of  a  young 
disciple.     *'  I  hold  it  so,**  said  a  confident  young  man,  once  at  a 
ineeting  of  ministers.     '  You   hold.  Sir,  !*  answered  a  grave  , 
Divine;  '  it  becomes  ^ou  to  hold  your  peace/ 

Though  the  coolness  of  age  be  not  congenial  with  the  viva- 
city of  youth,  yet  the  company  of  the  aged  may  be  rendered 
highly  useftil  and  profitable.  Is  it  a  powerful  temptation  to 
which  you  are  exposed  ?  consult  the  aged  and  experienced : 
they  may  afford  relief,  having  been  themselves  in  the  same 
circumsl!!ances.  Is  it  a  case  of  conscience  ? —  open  the  matter 
|o  them;  their  knowledge  and  understanding  may  be  the  means 
of  extricating  you  from  your  embarrassment.  Are  you  entering 
into  new  situations,  forming  new  connexions,  and,  as  it  were, 
about  launching  into  the  sea  of  human  Hfe  ?  Go  not  in  your  ^ 
pwn  strength  :  consult  those  who  have  been  long  tost  about  on 
its  tempestuous  waves.  Like  old  and  skilful  mariners,  they  can 
jpform  you  where  the  rocks  and  quicksands-  are :  they  can 
afford  you  help  iq  the  darkest  night,  and  on  shores  where  your 
rashness  and  ignorance  would  have  brought  you  into  danger  : 
their  wisdom  can  direct,  and  their  experience  enable  them  to 
conduct  you  safe. 

Look  up  to  them,  therefore,  with  respect ;  beg  an  interest  in 
iheir  prayers ;  follow  them  as  far  as  they  follow  Christ.  Be- 
Wve  pf  ever  magnifying  their  infirmities ;  rejoice  not  if  ever 

Pp2 
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yon  should  sec  any  of  them  fall.  Be  humble  in  your  spirit, 
docile  in  your  disposition,  guarded  in  your  expressions^  and 
consistent  in  your  conduct ;  and  thus  the  aged,  who  are  about 
to  leaved  the  world,  shall  rejoice  in  Ijeholding^your  footsteps 
directed  in  the  path  pf  truth  ;  and  in  the  solemn  hour  of 
death  be  animated  w'ith  the  thought,  that  though  they  perish 
from  off  the  earth,  others  are  raised  up  to  be  the  faithful  fol- 
lowers of  their  adorable  Lord.  B. 


A  CALL  FOR  GOSPEL- PREACHERS. 


c..  To  the  Editor. 

Sir, 

Being  a  constant  reader  of  your  Magazine,  I  was  for- 
cibly struck  with  the  Advcrtmmejit  Extraordinary  in  the 
Number  for  Fcbruarj'  last,  entitled,  P  lent  if  of  Work,  and  Scar- 
city of  Hands  ;  for  ahhough  there  have  been  very  great  and 
tmusual  exertions  made  to  extend  the  preaching  of  the  gospel 
into  distant  parts,  as  well  as  at  home  (not  without  some  suc- 
cess, w^hich  gladdens  my  heart)  there  yet  remains  enough  to 
do ;  and  though  we  live  in  a  country  called  Christian,  there 
are  hundreds  in  this  neighbourhood  in  a  state  of  heathenish 
-darkness. 

Swanaea  is  become  a  place  of  great  trade.  In  the  neighbour- 
hood are  several  large  works  and  manufactories  of  copper,  tin, 
coal,  culm,  iron,  pottery  ware,  &c.  which  have  much  increased 
the  population.  The  town  itself  contains  about  7OOO  inhabit- 
ants :  Morriston  (a  neat  small  town,  about  three  miles  off,, 
principally  inhabited  by  workmen)  and  its  neighbourhood, 
about  2000  :  Gower,  a  district  west  of  Swansea,  froin  eight  to 
ten  miles  square,  inhabited  by  the  descendants  of  the  ancient 
Flemings  (very  few  understanding  the  Welch  language)  about 
S  or  ,^000  inhabitants  ;  besides  the  influx  of  many  strangers 
into  Swansea  in  the  bathing  season,  and  a  number  of  sailors 
belonging  to  the  ships  trading  here. 

In  the  AVelch  language,  we  are  privileged  with  gospel- 
preaching  by  the  Welch  Methodists  and  others;  but,  from 
the  great  numbers  of  English  in  Gower,  Swansea,  Morriston, 
and  its  ndghbourhood,  destitute,  in  a  great  measure,  of  those 
means  in  their  own  language,  we  may  well  say  respecting 
them,  in  the  words  of  your  motto,  Plenty  of  work,  and  scarcity 
af  hands  /  —  I  trust,  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  will  raise  labour- 
ers for  this  great  wdrfc  of  his  Own  choosing ;  tit^  able^  and 
willing  to  serve  him  in  season  and  out  of  season,  . 

Several  of  the  contributors  to  your  Work,  have,  in  former 
years,  preached  in  this  town  and  neighbourhood;  but,  for 
some  years  back^  one  of  them^  by  chance  only>  gave  a^  occa^ 
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sional  sermon.  May  the  l4)rd  impress  upon  their  mindjj 
a  longfng  desire  to  come  again  and  preach  salvation,  throiiii:!i 
a  blessed  Redeemer,  to  lost  and  perishing  sinners  in  tlii« 
place  ! 

!lere  is  a  chapel  in  her  Ladyship's  connexion,  with  a  resi- 
dent minister  regularly  supplied.  There  is  a  small  one  built 
at  Morriston,  supplied  by  Welch  ministers,  where  several 
English  are  thirsting  for  the  Word  of  Life  ;  and  some  reUdy 
to  cry  out,  ^'  Come  and  help  us." 

It  is  proposed  to  build  a  small  chapel  in  part  of  Cower  5* 
but  the  same  difficulty  occurs  :  —  Who  is  to  preach  there  ? 

My  sole  view,  1  think  I  cafi  say,  in  writing  this,  is  tlM» 
glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  souls  ;  and,  1  trust,  the  Lord 
will  stir  individuals  or  societies  to  form  some  plan  to.  answer 
those  ends,  in  this  sinful  part  of  the  land. 

Two  or  three  Itinerants  sent  here,  in  the  hand  of  God,  may 
be  of  infinite  benefit ;  and  if  any  of  our  great  and  popul^H* 
ministers  were  to  take  an  occasional  visit  here,  I  have  no 
doubt  but  that  they  will  be  amply  rewarded,  and  that  they 
mayjiave  miuiy  souls  for  their  hire,  for  the  trouble  they  will 
take, 

I  remain  your  bbcdient  servant, 
Swansea.  G— —  B  > 


ON    COURTEOUSNESS. 


f  1  Pet.  iii.8.  Be  courteous^ 

A  CHAKACTER  fomicd  on  the  principles  of  holy  scripttire, 
must  be  equally  amiable  and  useiul.     How  respectabh*   anA    . 
happy  that  sogiety  whose  conduct  displays  an  exact  corres* 
poudence  to  the  injunction,  ^^  Be  courteous." 

To  be  courteous,  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  temper  of  love^ 
formed  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  There  is  a  itiost  imj»ortant  xlif- 
ference  between  the  courteousness  here  recommended,  and  a 
smoothness  of  demeanor  which,  when  assisted  by  nature,  in 
the  more  easily  and  the  more  perfectly  acquhed  by  education, 
Thisf  by  the  man  of  the  world,  has  been  freciuently  assuirwed, 
to  recommend  himself  to  society,  that  he  might  th(^  more  suc^ 
cesstiilly  accomplish  the  various  ends  which  he  had  in  view  ; 
that  is,  essential  to  the  character  of  the  Christian,  is  a  native 
principle  in  the  constitution  of  the  new  mun  which  is  created 
within  him,  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  (ihost.  This  is  no 
more  than  the  counterfeit,  or  at  best  the  mere  appearance; 
that  is  the  true  substance  of  courteousness.  This  has  no  oon-  . 
Tiexion  with  the  heart ;  that  has  its  seat  there. 

By  this  fair  workmanship  on  the  outside,  the  waters  of  ran- 
cour and  bitterness  are  not  removed  ;  they  are  only  a  littl* 
more  confiil'ed  :  when  th«  tempest  of  provocation  arises,  they 
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we  agitated ;  they  swell,  they  boil,  they  burst  their  bonii^ 
and  pour  down  a  torrent  of  tne  grossest  abuse,— wliicb  defies 
all  opposition :  but  genuine  courteousness  springs  from  a 
heart  renewed  bv  the  grace  of  God  ;  flows  in  a  gentle  car- 
rent,  ealiveniiig  its  {fassage,  and  spreading  fertility  along  its 
banks.  Its  source  is  the  Spirit  of  God,  as  a,spirit  of  holiness 
_  and  of  love.  Divine  love,  »hed  abroad  in  the  believer's  heart, 
sweetens  and  enriches  the  soil  of  his  temper;  and,  in  propoT' 
tion  to  the  degree  of  its  amelioration,  is  productive  of  th^ 
jMost  pleasant  and  beneficipl  fruits. 

This  courteousness  involves  affcctioHnte  thoughts,  natively 
proceeding  from  a  temper  of  love  formed  by  the  Spirit  of  God. 
The, courteous  man  complies  with  the  inspired  direction,"  Be 
kindly  atfectionate  to  one  another  with  brotherly  lore."— 
While  tliQ  complaisance  of  the  world  is  oiJy  a  mask,  under 
which  the  deformity  of  the  heart  is  concealed,  the  courteois- 
ness  of  the  Christian  is  a  mirror,  in  which  affectionate  thoughts 
are  to  be  seen  in  their  most  graceful  charms.  The  cottrteous 
man,  persuaded  of  God'  s  love  to  his  own  sopl,  cttltivatcs 
designs  of  love  *  towards  all  his  feUow-rmenji  and.  especially 
towards  the  household  of  faith. 

A  heart  full  of  affectionate  thoughts,  will  discover  itself 
by  kind  jtojds :  "Out  of  the  abundance  of  the.  heart  the 
moutli  speaketh."  .The  kind  words  of  the  courteous  stand 
opposed  to  disputations,  to  haughty,  to  angry>  provoking 
words. 

To  disputatious  words.  T  do  not  mean  here  to  insinuate 
that  a  man  ought  not,  on  every  proper  occasion,  to  defend  his^ 
pwn  sentiments  with  decent  firmness.  Iso  :  to  assent  to  every 
©pinion  started^  to  affirm  whatever  those  with'whom  we  con- 
verse affirm,  and  to  deny  whatever  they  deny,  is  not  courte-s 
OMsncss,  but  sillyness.  Tlie  courteows'^man  s^eei*s  a  middle 
course  between  the  coiitentioui^  man,  who  contradicts  every 
thing  asserted,  for  the  sak«  of  disputing,  -^  jind  the  cowardly 
simpleton,  who  slirinks.  from  the  defence  of  his  own  opinions,, 
even  w  hen  a  rude  and  open  attack  upon  them  loudly  calls  foip 
bold  and  rigorous^  resistance. 

To  itfwg//fy  words.  The  kind  words  of  the  cwirteous,  pro-i  ' 
feed  from  a  meek'  and  lowly  temper  ?  they  are  mitnicked  iVK 
the  unmeaning  cant  of  compliment  by  the  men  of  tlie  worldj^ 
who  will  Kay,  *  We  aje  your  most  obedient  humble  servants  j 
1^'e  will  be  extremely  happy  to  serve  you  ;  we  only  wait  your 
commands.'  In  their  mouths,  these  and  similar  declaratioiia 
fire  of  no  vidue  ;  for  they  proceed  from  the  lips  only.  But  the 
kind  humble  words  of  the  courteous  man,  flow  from  Ae  heart. 
1  his  stamps  upon  them  superior  excellence ;  and  being  ext 
pressed  with  ingenuous  simplicity  and  seriousness,  are  easily 
distinguislicd  turn  the  ceremonious  and  flii>pant  language^ 
c«m^>limeut» 
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To  ^o^fy  provoking  words.  The  courteous  man  is  slow  to 
mger,  slow  to  wrath  :  he  opens  his  moutli  with  wisdom;  and  . 
on  bis  tofigue  is  the  law  of  kindness  :  he  is  meek  and  gentle : 
he  is  a  stranger  to  farioas  and  resentful  expressions :  th« 
storm  of  wrath  gathers  not  on  his  brow,  the  thunder  of  execra-, 
tion  proceeds  not  from  his  lips ;  but  his  words  drop  as  the  r^tin, 
ond  distil  tis  the  dew.  There  is  something  in  his  air  and  man-> 
aer  so  sweet  and  conciliating,— something  in  tlie  mode  of 
communicating  his  thoughts  and  sentiments  so  mild  and  insi- 
nuating, that,  instead  of  exciting  or  aiding  strife,  he  mani- 
festly tends  to  stop  the  progress,  uud  to  destroy  the  power  of 
smger  in  the  breast  of  that  man  who  has  been  provoked.  WitU 
a  soft  answer  he  turns  away  wrath, 

Courteousness  includes  gcutlt  conduct.  The  conduct  of 
the  courteous  man  stands  exposed  to  rudeness,  to  sulieuness,  to 
severity,  to  insolence 

To  rudcnem.  He  will  not  willingly  give  another  pain.  He 
IS  not  like  those  wlio  are  alive  to  every  thing  whicK  grazes,  m' 
the  slightest  degree,  on  their  own  feelings,  but  can,  without 
remorse,  wound  tl^e  feelings  of  others.  He  suffers  long,  and  it 
kind ;  bears  all  tilings,  endures  all  things. 

To  suUenaeu,  Instead  of  those  sullen  looks  which  cliarnc- 
terize  the  pee^'ish  and  the  obstinate,  and  which,  like  a  dark 
and  dismal  cloud,  threatenuig  a  drcadiul  storm,  cast  a  gloom 
of  sadness  and  intelicity  over  every  company  into  which  tliey 
enter,  —  the  courteous  man  comes  forward  with  a  frank,  open, 
cbeerAal,  pleasant  countenance,  as  tlie  light  of  the  morning 
when  the  sun  riseth,  a  morning  without  clouds,  as  the  tender 
grass  springing  out  of  the  earth  by  clear  shining  after  rain^ 
his  looks  of  undissembled  kindness  diff^use  tlie  light  of  joy 
and  happiness  throughout  every  society  adorned  wilh  hts 
presence. 

Tfy^cveriif.  Courtseousncss  is  opposed  to  tliat  severity  which 
magnifies  every  trjvial  fault  into  a  heinous  crime,  iilis  those 
exposed  to  its  operation  with  terror,  and  causes  them  approach 
these  noder  its  infiuence  with  trembhng.  The  courteous  man, 
in  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  rights  of  justice,  and  witii 
the  d«ty  he  owes  to  his  own  character,  forgives  the  hii^hest 
affronts  offered,  and  the  greatest  injuries  done  to  himself:  he 
is  easy  of  access  to  all :  he  is  not  overcome  of  evil,  but  Over- 
comes evil  with  good.  By  repeated  acts  of  kindness,  he  sof* 
tens  the  obdurate  heart  of  his  adv^crsary,  and  gradually  melts  it 
ioto  sympathy  and  love. 

To  insolence.  The  courteous  man  will  not  behave  towards 
those  beneath  him  in  society,  as  if  they  were  creatures  of  an 
order  inferior  to  his  own.  He  knows,  that  of  one  blood  God 
hath  made  all  nations  of  men  to  dwell  on  the  face  of  the  whole 
earth ;  tliat,  accordingly,  all  men  arc  brethren.  He  knows 
that  all  have  a  natural  right  to  civil,  .humane^  and  respectful 
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^eatment :  he  is.  fully  persuaded^  that  to  display  insolence  to- 
ward aay  man,  and  particularly  toward  those  who  are  infe- 
rior in  nothinf^,  but  in  the  dignity  of  rank,  and  the  splendor  of 
riches,  is  conUrary  to  propriety,  t^  eternal  justice,  and  to  the 
lK3vealed  will  of  God*  *^  Honour  all  men,"  is  a  Sacred  injunc- 
tion, which  all  men  are  bound  to  observe ;  and  which  the 
courteous  man  labours  conspicuously  to  exemplify  in  eveij 
part  of  his  conduct,  both  in  private  and  in  public  life. 

Kilmarnpck.  R.  J. 

TIE^IARKS  ON  GALATIANS  III.  20. 
,"^^0,  a  Mediator  is  not  a  Mediator  of  one ;  but  God  is  one,, 
(Translated  from  the  French  of  P.  Da  Fosc.)     ^ 


As  the  principal  obstacle  in  explaining  this  passage,  is  in 
ijac  word  one,  which  the  apostle  repeats  twice,  it  will  be  neces- 
aary  to  cuquire  particularly  to  what  it  really  refers.  By  con- 
sulting ver.  16,  we  find  it  thus  introduced:  —  ^^  Now  to  Abra- 
ham and  his  seed  were  the  promises  made;  he  saith  not  unto 
»eeiis,  as  off  many,  but  as  ofowf,  and  to  thy  seed,  which  is 
Christ." ;  by  which  it  is  evident,  that  the  promises  were  made 
|o  Abraham  and  his  seed,  in  the  singular,  and  not  to  seeds,  in 
the  plural,  ^t  Paul's  design  is  to  shew,  that  not  some,  but  all 
believers  whatsoever,  whether  Jews  or  Gentiles,  without  re- 
gard to  birth,  state,  or  condition,  in  whatever  part  of  the 
world  they  re>i(le,  were  included  in  the  blessing  of  Abraham, 
the  father  of  all  believers.  Tins  is  ch^ar  from  verse  28, "There 
is  neitjier  Jew  nor  Greek,  there  is  neither  bond  nor  free,  there 
is  neitljcr  male  nor  female  ;  for  ye  are  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus :" 
thereby  intending,  that  tliere  was  not  one  blessing  and  one 
promise  for  Jews  and  another  foi*  Gentiles,  but  that  both  wore 
alike  heirs  of  the  same  grace  of  faith  ;  and  therefore,  as  to  the 
btlessing,  Abraham  had  not  many  seeds,  but  one,  i;iasmuch  as 
•  all  believers,  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  are  united  and  made  one 
by  faith  in  Christ,  "  and  to  thy  seed,  which  is  Christ ;"  that  is, 
pot  simply  the  person  of  Cluist,  but  his  church  and  people, 
xi-ho  are  one  in  him,  and  are  called  by  his  .name,  as  the  Jews 
were  called  Jacob  and  Israel,  on  account  of  their  descent  from 
that  patriarch. 

It  is,  therefore,  to  that  one  seed  that  the  apostle  alludes, 
when  he  says,  *♦  Now,  a  Mediator  is  not  a  Mediator  of  one."— 
This  idea  will  be  still  more  confirmed,  by  a  slight  change  in 
the  transhition  of  the  text ;  and  if,  ius^t^atl  of  saying  a  Media- 
tor, we  substitute  the  word  t/ds, —  an  alteration  by  no  means 
vonsiderable,  and  which  the  genius  of  the  Greek  langnaJ2:e 
i'uUy  authorizes  (for  the  im  tide  0,  joined  with  the  particle  ^> 
iiequeiitiy  signifies  t/iis)  our  subject  will  then  become  clear 
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and  perspicuous ;  for  St.  Paul,  having  said  that  the  law  was 
**  ordained  by  angels,  in  the  hand  of  a  Mediator,"  that  he 
might  Bot  cQnfound  the  mediator  of  the  law  and  grace  toge- 
ther, adds, '  Now,  this  mediator  is  not  of  that  one  seed  to 
which  the  promise  of  salvation  was  made,  and  which  unites  in 
it  all  the  nations  of  the  universe  ;  for  Moses  was  the  mediator 
of  a  particular  nation,  which  was  .separated  from  all  otliers  by 
the  nature  of  its  covenant ;  a  people  who  dwelt  alone,  and 
whose  laws,  religion,  8wc.   were  altogether  peculiar;  conse- 

3uently  he  could  not  be  the  mediator  of  that  one  seed  in  which 
ews  and  Gentiles  were  but  one.' 

"  We  proceed  now  to  the  other  expression,  *'  but  God  is  one.'* 
The  apostle's  meaning  is,  that  Jeliovah  is  God  of  all ;  so  that 
all  are  o?*e  in  him,  agreeably  to  Rom.  iii.  £8,  29.  "  Is  he  the 
God  of  tlie  Jews  only  ?  is  h6  not  also  of  the  Gentiles  ?  Yes; 
of  the  Gentiles  also  ;  seeing  it  is  one  God  who  shall  justify  th» 
ctrcamcision  by  faith,  and  uncircumcision  through  faith."  la 
Ae  legal  covenant,  God  was  not  one  ;  his  grace  not  regarding 
a  seed  which  extended  to  all  people  ;  —  but  under  the 
economy  of  faith,  God  is  om  towards  all ;  for  in  his  Son  Jesus, 
there  is  neither  Jew  nor  Greek,  bond  nor  free  ;  but  all  are  one 
in  him.  The  Ethiopic  version  favours  this  sense  of  the  pas« 
sage ;  for,  instead  ol  the  words  "  God  is  one,''  it  is  "  Tliere  i% 
one  Lord  only  of  both ;"  that  is,  of  the  circumcision  and  un- 
circumcision,— CEcumenius  also,  in  his  Commentary,  which  is 
a  synopsis  of  different  authors,  quotes  one,  who,  noticing 
these  woi'ds,  expresses  himself  thus  :  There  is  one  God  of  all 
nations* 

This  exposition  appears  perfectly  harmonious  with  the 
apostle's  general  design,  in  opposing  the  law  to  faith  as  well  as 
to  the  interrogation  which  follows,  *^  Is  the  law  against  the 
promises  of  God  ?**  for  Moses,  not  beifig  the  medigator  of  that 
one  seed  which  unites  all  nations, —  God,  on  the  contrarv,  who 
had  given  the  promises  to  Abraham,  being  the  God  of  all,  it 
would  seem  that  the  law,  which  was  confined  to  a  particular 
people,  was  contrary  to  that  promise  of  divine  grace  which  re- 
garded all  nations  universally,  and  united  them  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Weconelude,  then,  with  this  short  paraphrase  of  the  text: 
'*  The  apostle  having  said  that  the  law  was  given  by; the  hand  of 
a  Mediator,  adds.  Now  this  mediator  of  the  law  is  not  of  that 
seed  which  we  have  called  one,  and  which  unites  all  nations; 
for  the  office  of  that  first  mediator  regarded  the  Jews  only; 
but  God,  who  gave  the  promises  to  Abraham,  and  to  his  seed, 
is  one  God  of  all,  —  his  grace  making  no  distinction  between 
believers  ;  and  his  Son  having  abolished,  in  his  flesh,  tlie  en- 
mity, even  the  law  of  commandments,  contained  in  ordinances, 
in  order  to  make  in  himself  of  twain  (i.  e.  Jews  and  Gentiles) 
•he  new  man  ;  so  making  peace."  Igdali.^. 
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Among  the  variorw  proofs  of  the  depravity  of  mimV  hw^ 
none-  i3  more  conclusive  than  his  abusing  the  lo^g^s^fferii^ 
%nd  fo*bearanee  of  God,  connected  with  the  di»pWy»  of  hit 
goodness  in  providence,  iBta  an  occasion  of  insuring  bi» 
»a)«e>  disbelieviog  hiai  threatening^,  and  ca$ting  off  his  feiir. 

Because  some  mens'  affairs  m  life  rvppe^c  to  glide  €m  v^ 
prosperously,  Without  aay  suddea  or  alarmisig  clMAgas^  —  be- 
cause the  cQur$Q  of  the  natural  world  from  year  to  y^w  is  tjif 
aaaie>  *^  «U  things  continue  as  they  were,  except  th^t  th«  Sn 
thers  ^e  feUe*  asleep."  They  therefora  vaiqly  iaagw, 
either  that  God  ha^  abandoned  the  govemnaent  of  tjb«  wortt 
in.  which  we  dwell,  and  left  it  to  the  operation  ofcertJiin  laM^ 
lal  laws  (concerning  which  laws  these  men  cftn  teU  us  v^ 
little);  or  eUe  they  do  not  so  fear  the  wrath  of  God  as  t^fleti 
from  it,  but  suppose  that  their  character .  atvi  comluct  W 
«ppi'oved  by^  God>  and  will  assuredly  merit  his  fg^yoiir,  Tto 
corrupt  dispositiou  was  evident  both  in  the  meit  of  the  oW 
«orld^  and  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  cities  of  the  plairu 

Koah  preached  l^Oyeara.  Men  were  forewarned ;  his  »• 
ample  corresponded  with  his .  pieaching  i  be  was  i»!pved  wiA 
fear :  b«t  tliere  was*  not  auy  change  in  outward  cj«c«i»$taft<?esj 
and  they,  therefoi^,  were  so  fiu:  frout  fearieg  God,  that  th«y 
derided  both  Noah  and  his  message.  The  sun  arose  in  Sod(«l 
Ihf  very  njorniog  of  its  overthrow :  the?e  was  w^  the  l^ast 
t|)peajfuftce  of  any  such  judgnaenl  as  IM  predict ;  andtbeji 
WfiJking.oaly  by  sight,  slighted  the  warding  tiU  the  wia® 
c^oae.  upon  thew  to  the  uttermoat :  aiwJ  mj^n  will  oofttiawtb^i 
to  think  md  act  whUe  ujndep  the  pow^r  of  a  carnal  miiid^  and 
destitute  of  Uiat  f«dlh,  which  looka  *^  not  as  things  ^een  aal 
temporal,  but  at  things  unseen  and  etiwiri.'' 

How  inexpressibly  awful  miwt  he  the  la^t  cfcwge  %a  the 
pronperous  sinner !  He  leaves  a  world  where  he  h^s  bcjen  ho* 
noured,  feared,  courted,  and  had  all  his  evil  pa^sioqs  gratified, 
for  a  wotld  where  there  is  ^'  no  respect  of  persons  ;"  and  wbect 
his  former  prosperity  will  buLgive  the  keener  edge  to  his  prcj- 
sent  misery :  and  this  la^t-important  transition  is  much  oeare( 
many  of  such  a  character  than  tliey  iyia^ine.  —  0  that  men 
were  wise !  that  they  understood  this !  that  they  would  coor 
•ider! 

Many  have  had  caij^se  to  ble^ss.  God  for  those  changes  ia 
their  lot,  which  were  nol  agreeable. to  ^atujre  at  th^  txs»^ 
Surely,  a  season  of  advei^si^  and  ajHiction,  is  ofteu  rendered 
salutary'  to  the  children  of  men*    It  was  a  great  change.  ^ 
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Msnafiseh,  from  It  throne  to  a  prison ;  but  when  he  was  in  tli^ 
ifaoms/then  he  knew  "  that  the  Lord  he  is  God." 

Let  us  therefore  make  a  true  estimate  of  tilings,  and  Judg€ 
tieuher  by  appearances,  nor  by  our  present  feelmgg  :  not  say 
witli  Job  ''  Changes  are  against  me;"  for  if  tliey  increase  our 
fear  of  God,  and  detach  our  affections  from  sublunary  good, 
they  are  blessings  in  disguise,  "  Now  no  chastening  for  the 
l^re^ent  seemetli  ,to  be  joyous,  bi^t  grievous ;  nevertheless, 
afterward,' it  yieldeth  the  peaceable  iruits  of  righteou«ness  to . 
4hem  that  are  exercised  thereby." 

fVeHmimier. 


LETTER  FROM  THE  LATE  REV.  DR.  CONYERS 
TO  ONE  OF  HIS  SPIRITUAL  CHILDREN. 

My  dear  LafI, 

Never  was  food  more  CTateful  to  the  stomach,  nor  water 
to  the  panting  thirsty  soul,  than  was  your  gracious  letter 
(which  I  received  last  Friday)  to  him  who  thinks  himself  ho- 
noured in  the  spiritual  relation  which  he  is  permitted  to  bear 
.to  his  beloved  lad.  May  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  that  God  whom  you  serve  continually,  still 
vouchsafe  to  Wess  you,  and  give  you  an  abundant  increase  of 
•11  wisdom  and  knowledge  in  his  dear  Son  !  Yes;  that  Jesus, 
whom  you  love,  and  who  loves  you,  shall  appear  to  give  you 
everlasting  consolation  1  *^  He  that  is  mighty  nas  done  for  you 
great  tfiings  ;  holy  is  his  name  :*'  and  hath  he  not  done  great 
tnings  for  me  likevvise  ?  Yes,  even  for  me^^  unworthy  me !  sin- 
ful me  !—  O  mv  child,  what  have  I  to  be  thankful  for !  I  ai;n 
a  brand  plucked  out  of  the  fire  !  a  sitiner,.  and  yet  redeemed  ! 
I  am  lost  in  astonishment !  I  look  at  Jesus,  and  see  hiVn,  as  his 
name  is.  Wonderful !  I  see  in  him  apparent  contradictions  re* 
conciled,  and  seeming  impossibilities  performed,  by  the  Spirit 
of  our  God,  and  by  tlie  power  of  his  Christ.  Methinks  I 
could  take  up  die  words  of  the  holy  woman  above,  and  cry 
ji^ut^  ftQm  the  very  bottom  of  my  soul,  *'  Holy  is  his  name  !" 
I  remain  yours  affectionately, 

H,  Conyi;rs. 


ANECDOTES, 


Alrfitrtr  ^nsiblo  gentleman,  always  a  member  of  tbie 
chiarch  of  England,  and  much  prejudiced  against  thosfe  who 
Wetit  lo  hear  what  they  called  the  Gospel,  was  not  a  little  dis- 
pleased, to  Bnd  hissis^r  an  attendant  on  Lady  Huntingdon^ 
chaf^.    One  day,  enquiri0g  for  a  prayer-bool^  his  ^iMer  gave 
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him  hers  ;  and  opening  it  on  the  Articles  of  religion,  he  wa> 
exceedingly  angry  at  the  idea  of  the  gross  imposition  she 
meant  to  put  upon  him;  for,  having  one  day  seen  another 
prayer-book,  with  Lady  Huntingdon's  Hymns,  he  concluded 
that  the  Articles  of  religion  were  foisted  in,  to  support  her 
way  of  thfnking ;  especially  as*  he  had  gone  to  church  for 
twenty  years,  and  never  heard  any  thing  like  them  preached; 
but  that  the  Calvinists  were  always  spoken  of  as  erroneous. 
He,  however,  some  time  afterwards,  happened  to  open  a  Bible, 
given  to -a  servant  in  the  house,  in  which  he  found  the  same 
Articles,  and  read  them.  He  was  surprized  to  find  them  such 
as  he  had  before  seen  in  his  sister's  prayer-book  ;  and  began  to 
think  that  nobody  would  dare  print  them  with  the  Bible,  if 
they  did  not  profess  to  believe  them.  The  consequence  led 
to  an  enquiry  how  they  came  there;  and,  like  thousands  of 
others,  who  never  read  the  Articles,  or  knew  they  were  liie 
standard  of  our  religious  profession,  he  gave  them  a  thorough 
serious  examination..  In  consequence,  he  was  induced  to 
come  and  hear  with  his  sistier ;  and  was  struck  with  the  clear 
and  evident  correspondence  of  what  he  heard,  with  the  Articles 
respecting  which  he  had  been  ^o  displeased.  Conviction  m- 
stantly  followed :  he  confessed  he  had  been  in  utter  ignorance 
of  the  doctrines  of  the  church  ;  and  that,  henceforth,  he  never 
would  again  attend  any  worship  and  preaching  where  the  doc- 
trines of  the  Articles  were  not  inculcated.  —  It  is  superfluoui 
to  observe,  that  he, was  immediately  stamped  Methodist  by  all 
his  acquaintances.  —  How  immense  is  the  number  of  those  m 
the  Church  of  England,  who  never  knew  such  Articles 
existed,  or  never  gave  them  a  seriqus  examination  !  The  in- 
excnseableness  of  such  neglect  is  too  obvious  to  admit  of  a 
doubt>  and  therefore  cannot  be  too  soon  acknowledged  and 
amended.     I.et  the  Articles  speak  for/ themselves. 

Veritas. 


AWFUL  STATE  OF  A  SCOFFER  ON  HIS  DYINO-BED. 

I  WAS  lately  called,  in  Providence,  to  visit  an  unhappy  oldl 
man,  who  lay  at  the  point  of  death.  For  several  years  he  had 
been  an  avowed  infidel :  he  had  been  accustomed  to  scoff  at  tlie 
sacred  Scriptures  ;  but  principally  exercised  his  prophanewii 
in  ridiculing  the  justice  of  God,  and  the  future  punishment  of 
the  wicked ;  and  strenuously  denied  that  there  was  a  HeU. 
He  died  convinced,  but  not  converted.  With  his  last  quiver- 
ing breath  he  exclaimed,  '^  Now  I  know,  there  is  a  Hell^  for  I 
^t/ it  I"  and  expired. -p- *^  The  righteous  hath  hope  in  his 
, death  ;  but  the  wicked  is  driven  away  in  his  wickednesi. 
Verily,  there  js  a  God  who  judgeth  righteously  ;  and  they  who 
despise  his  gospel  shall  feel  his  v^geance," 
.    $ifv^iighan\^  W,  W, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


C  SOI    ) 
©bituatp^ 


DEATH  OF  A  CHILD. 

ThK  Catechetical  School  at  the 
Tabernacle,  was  instituted  at  £aster 
l^^.  The  general  average  number 
v»ho  attend  to  repeat,  are  aoo,  di- 
Tided  into  various  classes.  Upon 
having  learned  the  Assembly's 
Shorter  Catechism,  consisting  of 
107 questions,  with  Scripture  proofs, 
each  child  is  examined ;  and  if  it  is 
correctly  repeated,  they  receive  the 
reward,  of  a  neat  Pocket-BVbic  and 
Jancway's  Tok^o  for  Children. 
Their  Catechisms,  and  Dr.Watts's 
Songs,  are  aiso  provided  for  the 
children,  gratis  ;  and,  on  the  sanoc 
terms,  the  teachers  give  their  la- 
bours. 

It  is  usual  for  some  one  of  the 
friends  to  close  the  service  with  a 
short  explication  of  some  lively  pas- 
sage  of  Scripture,  or  to  improve 
some  recent  providential  event ;  and 
the  teachers  have  been  stimulated 
by  obwrving  the  diligent  attention 
of  many  children,  and  the  good  ef- 
fects ol  their  labour  of  love.  Scvc- 
•  ral  young  minds  have  been  impress- 
ed with  the  power  of  Divine  truth ; 
some  of  whom  have  been  admitted 
to  the  holy  Communion.  The  fol- 
lowing account  of  the  death  of  one 
of  the  children,  affords  the  most 
pleasing  encouragement :  — 

Ann  Botcheba,  a  git  I  about 
twelve  years  of  ag^,  was  admitted 
into  the  school  some  thing  more  than 
a  year  ago  ;  and  was  in  the  upper 
class  but  one,  where  the  stage  of 
progress  is  perfection  in  all  the  an- 
swcrs,  and  in  the  proofs  from  forty 
to  seventy.  Her  general  disposition 
shewed  itself  more  in  reading  than 
in  needle.work  ;  and  it^was  not  dif- 
ficult for  her  to  learn  six  or  eight 
verses  of  a  chapter  while  nursing 
the  smaller  children,  during  the  ab- 
sence of  her  parents  at  public  wor- 
ship ;  and  this  accounts,  for  that 
xeadiness  with  which,  in  her  con- 
versation, she  adapted  Scriptures 
•to  her  own  case,  during  her  afflic- 
tion. Her  temper,  however,  until 
irithii)  the  last  eight  or  nine  monthsji 


was  perverse  and  uirtraclable ;  <ind 
was  the  occasion  of  great  grief  to 
her  parents.  About  July  last,  hav- 
ing strongly  betrayed  that  symptom 
of  a  degenerate  and  fallen  .nature, 
her  parents  conceived  it  their  duty 
to  correct  her ;  and  added  chastise- 
ment to  reproof.  A  week  or  two 
after  this,  the  catechetical  cxhor* 
t:ition  happened  to  be  on  the  para- 
ble of  the  Wheat  and  Tares  (Mat. 
xiii.)  ;  and  on  this  occasion  {as 
she  said  since  her  calamity)  she 
was  convinced  of  sin.  Her  parents 
observed,  with 'pleasure,  a  great 
change  of  disposition,  a  readiness  to 
oblige  them,  and  a  correctness^of 
behaviour  altogether  ;  and  which 
they  supposed  an  effect  of  the  Lord's 
blessing  on  their  correction;  but 
from  what  they  have  learned  since 
from  the  child,  it  seems  pretty  evi- 
dent, that  it  was  owing  to  the  work 
of  the  Spirit  quickening  the  word 
of  life.  From  that  time  her  con- 
duct has  been  as  becometh  the  gos- 
pel of  Christ :  dutiful  to  her  pa- 
rents and  teachers,  loving  to  her 
brothers,  and  very  attentive  to  the 
opportunities  and  means  of  grace. 

She  aro*>ca  little  after  ^ix  o'clock 
on  Monday,  March  7,  to  light  thp 
fire  for  her  mother,  as  usual;  in 
doing  which  her  clothes  unhappily 
cauglu  fire ;  and  before  any  effectual 
help  could  be  obtained,  she  was  so 
much  burned  as    to    presage  tlic 
fatal  consequence  which  did  ensue. 
When  the  accident  happened,  her 
screams  alarmed  her  poor  mother, 
who  ran  down  stairs, and  cndeiivour- 
ed   to  quench  the    flame  ;  whith, 
with  great  difficulty  and  personal 
injury  to  herself,   she  did.     The 
child  exclaimed,  **  Oh,  my  Lord  and 
my  God,  forsake  me  not  now  in  the 
time  of  my  trouble  V*  and  then,  ad- 
dressing her  mother,  said,  **"Pray 
to   the  Lord   Jesus  for  me  ;**   and 
added,  **  Oh,  it  is  hard  work  now  ! 
How  long  have  1  wr^lked  and  sinned 
while  others    have    been-   serving 
him!'*  and  then  repeated  the  same 
words, adding,  *'  Oh,  1  suffer!  but 
U  will  SQOii   b^  over;   there  is  « 
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inansion  prepared  for  me.**  Her 
pains  being  very  acute,  she  cried 
aloud  for  mercy,  •  and  repeated, 
**  Blessed  Jesus,  wash  ine,  wash 
jne  in  thy  precious  blood  1"  —  On 
her  father  (who  h&d  been  sent  for) 
coniiiig  if!)  he  exhorted  her  to  pray 
to  God  to  forgive  h«r  sins ;  wheft 
•lie  replied,  ••  Father,  he  has!*' 
The  father  hearing  her  avow  this 
with  such  unexpected  confidence^ 
and  fcarinji;  she  might  deceive  her* 
•rlf,  6aid« '  By  what  ri^ht**  Sh« 
replied,  "  Christ  has  died  for  me, 
aiM  rose  again  for  my  justification." 
This  she  pronounced  with*  great 
energy,  even  with  vehemence.;  and 
then  added,  **  Come,  Lord  Jesus, 
come  quickly.'*  On  beholding  her 
mother  weep,  she  said^  "  Oh,  mo* 
ther,  weep  iK)t  for  me  !*• 

It  being  found  difficult  to  prb* 
cure  medical  help  in  the  neighbour* 
hotiA  (the  people  and  neighbour- 
hood are  v^ry  poor)  her  parents  pro- 
posed the  hospitffl  {  and  she  appear- 
ed quite  resigned  to  it.  On  be- 
ing put  into  a  coach,  Uie  made  some 
approvri'Jte  remarks  on  her  pam 
and  Mifrtringsj  but  ihc5»c  she  bore 
with  fortitude,  for  she  looked  at  an 
object  of  gi  eater  sutfering  than  hers> 
and  that  calmed  her  spirit ;  for  she 
•aid,  «•  What  did  Christ  sufterr  he 
^weat  great  <iropsolblood.*'-^*-Was 
mot  this  the  teaching  of  divine  wis- 
dom f  — >V  hen  she  arrived  at  St* 
Bartholomew's  Hospital,  she  seem* 
ed  impatient  fi>r  the  Saviour,  cry«> 
l«g  out,  **  Come,  Lord  Jcmis,  come 
quickly."  To  her  mother,  '*  Weep 
tiot  i  «i  mansion  is  prepared  forme." 
The  conversations  ot  her  parents 
^ith  her,  while  she  rt-tained  her 
)ei»se&,  were  Jeflerally  of  the  kind 
already  mcntioi^ed.  On  beinf^  ex- 
hojted  to  patience,  she  replrcd,**  He 
Jias  given  me  patience,  blessed  be 
^is  holy  inune." 

Qne  of  the  persons  who  had 
taught  her  the  cufctl»^^m,  calJed  on 
her  at  the  ho.spiiiil,  and  tound  her  i\i 
%  very  di^tresuIlg  situation;  but 
quite  resigned.  He  siiid, »  My  dear 
child,  it  »!>  probable  this  culamity 
may  end  in  yoiii  ileaih^  pray  to  Ooo 
to  ff>rgive  your  sins.*  She  replied, 
very  calmly,  **  Sir,  I  hope  he  has 
fprgiven  thtui."  —  He  then  asked 
-^i^r,  if  aiic  Imcw  the  way  iu  w^iich 


God  forgave  sinf  Of  which  ste 
seemed  to  have  clear  conceptions, 
atid*  to  give  satisfactory  answers.  — 
On  his  exhorting  her  to  patience 
and  submission  to  the  doctors,  she 
said,  "  I  have  pr^ytd  fof  patitlhce, 
and  the  Lord  has  answered  my 
pr&yers^"  and  then,  **  The  Lord  is 
the  be^it  Physician*'*  When  vnd^ 
great  pain,  her  mother  bemg  with 
her,  and  before  the  mortiftcarioa 
came  on,  she  exclaimed,  •*  My 
Lurd  and  my  God  I"  and  cl»tfiii|( 
her  poor  arras  about  heir  motjusr^ 
cried  out,  <*  We  are  his  peopk^  mnA 
he  is  our  God,"  «-**  »oltcitdu»  to  in* 
elude  tier  parents  in  a  blcsftiftg^  <d 
^ihich  she  seemed  to  have  a  seiui* 
ble  enjoyment. 

The  last  five  days  of  bet  lifewicr4 
much  inttrfupted  with  daliri«m  | 
but  t^ie  fran^e  df  her  mind  then  trm% 
evidently  happy.  The  last  wonim 
which  sli«  was  heard  to  articulate^ 
were,  «<  Frfther,  forgive  me  i^*  lind 
about  half  an  honr  aftorwards  skRO 
fell  asleep  in  Jesiu. 


MR,  ROBERT  BISHOP 

Departed  this  life  Maitrh  14,  air 
hrs  h*)use  in  the  Spa-^elds,  in  the 
svxty.first  year  of  his  age  He  tpin 
born  at  Hami4tori,  in  Scotland,  m 
the  year  i7*«t  where  he  ContiAuetf 
tiU  iibovit  the  year  1763.  He  then 
Came  to  London;  and,  DbMit  seven 
years  after,  married  the  widow  ^f 
Mr.  Taylor,  who  kept  <i  Norwich* 
crape  and  bombaaeen  warehouse^ 
m  London ;  >k  hich  bnsirtess  he  t?at* 
fied  Cfd  with  great  ctnedit,  fof  tho 
support  of  a  Urge  lam  ily»  near  tWrty 
yeitrs,  and  tlien  retired  wj^on  a  ftto* 
d  ratQ  competetjcy,  which  made  tht 
evcmng  of  bis  life  close  in  peace. 
In  the  year  1780,  when  tliat  dread*, 
ful  spirit  of  anarchy  and  cov^fn^ion 
broke  out,  Mr.  Bishop  proposed  1^ 
his  bivxhcr  hmi!»ekeep«f6,  to  artA 
themstlves,  and  learn  the  mihtaty 
tiiscipline.  His  proposal  fr^is  cheers 
fully  embraced :  tiiey  formed  theft. 
btWes  into  an  association,  and  ap-^ 
jf>ointed  Mr.  d-ishop  their  c^iptain. 
As  4  rradct^nan  and  public  charao 
Ur,  fow  >iverc  better  knorwn,  oir 
more  respected  {  particularly  oft  ac* 
count  ^(  Mti  ^uncttiidit^.    ^^\  ^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


a.ChriJtiaa,  h$,  ehom  the  brightest. 
I A  hifi  Qwrv  houfe  lu:  lud  an  alt^ 
cr«cte4  for  G^d.  On«  evening  in 
tJie  week  it  wjisopen  f©r  iK  few  select 
fde949>  vihcre  they  Vk^ed  to  meet  tor 
prayer  and  praise,  aqd  which  was 
cflAtinued  t«  tbo  time  of  hib  death. 
neaply  twenty  y«ar$ ;  aud  tVoui  tbis 
priyAtc  OTf  et\i\g  much  public  eood 
Has  resulted.  That  Vf  ry  CL^cellcivt 
school,  foe  the  cluthln^  ind  edupat- 
iog  190  poor  children  m  the  prioci- 
plci  of  the  Protestant  religioo, 
Hhich  attends  at  Tottenham-court 
chapeU  originated  here.  The  num» 
bcr  wha  n^ct  at  that  tiinc  was  seven, 
lv:ad4of  families ;  and,  it. is  remark- 
able, four  af  whom  died  within  the 
last  ten  moaths,  in  the  comfortable 
expectation  of  that,  glorious  rest 
that  God  has  provided  for  them 
who  love  and  serve  him  *.  Three 
«^rvlTe  ;  piie  of  whom  wiites  this 
article. 

It  is  in  IJM  recollection  of  many 
hpw  w^U  Mr,  Biihop  iiUcd  up  the 
cHanicter  Qf  a  principal  conductor, 
V  cWw^afy,  in  many  extensive  so^ 
eiebess,  particularly  t^at  of  the  Pro- 
lestam  Association,  which  took 
place  at  the  remarkgijble  period  be- 
fore ^Uiidc4  te,  \'j^Q,  where  he  al- 
ways tPQk  the  side  for  moderate  and 
yfigtl  n^ias^ures.  For  tikis  he  was 
veil  calculated,  having  a  very  re^ 
^^ecta^  appearancf .  Indeed,  he 
niaa  endowed  with  a  fruitful  genius, 
«  ^troo^  memory,  and  a^reat  flow 
#f  word$,^  strictly  grammuiical  and 
correct ;_  but^  what  is  far  better,  he 
va»  blessed  with  a  tender  heart,  'a 
pityiKg  eye,  and  a  hand  ever  ready  to 
fdieve  ;  and  he  particiilarly  exerted 
liimself  a»  afriewd  to  the  parish-* 
poer^ 

Toward9  the  latter  part  of  hi4 
lifo»  he  was  heavily  afflicted  with  a 
kind  of  nervous  fpwer,  wliieh  lay 
ia,  hi«  head,  and' precluded  him 
fromhi»  former  usefulneijs,  for  some 
«MKith&  belbrf  his  death;'  and  tho* 
ke  waa  perceived  to  pray  much,  it 
«ai  private,  aud  without  speaking 
to  be  heard  by  man.  Some  of  hi^ 
(ri^nds  were  greatly  dfsappointed^ 
wW  had  formc^d  a  hope,  that  a  lite 
so  \u>ei^Uy  9p^,  would  hav<|  beeo 
^sed  with  a  triumphant  death* 
l^ut  this  was  nof  the  will  gf  Qod  ) 
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all  his  faculties  were  shtU  tip»  and' 
he  was  scarcely  able  to  speak  arti-. 
culately  far  several  days;  but  he 
seemed  to  have  fuU  possession  pf 
his  senses  to  the  last,  and  appeared 
much  engaged  with  G^  iu  humble 
prayer.  H«  was  many  years  a  monw 
berof  the  church  of  Christ  ua4ee 
Mr.  Hart  in  Jewin  -  street,  who  waft 
succeeded  by  Mr.  Hughes,  Mr* 
Woodgute,  and  now  Mr.  Priestley^ 
to  whom  Mr.  Bi&iiop  was  ruaef 
years  a  deacau«  X.  Q^ 


MRS.  ANN  WILi:), 

■  OF  LOUDWATtR, 

^A?TEi  living  many  years  in  tlift 
most  umenutted  habits  of  frie4id-» 
ship,  sharing  many  of  h<ir  c^m^ 
forta,  and  most  of  her  sufteri^gs,  F 
have  observed  some  excellent  tr.iitt 
in  Mrs.  Ws.  character)  eome  -rf 
which  I  would  mention,  not  wic^  a 
design  to  extol  her,  but  to  engage 
imitation.  Her  ^$t  imprcsiious,  I 
understand,  were  occai»u>iicd  by  the 
funeral  sermon  for  Mrs.  imuc^ 
preached  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gm^t^ 
To  her  convictions  she  was  open, 
faithful,  ^rm,  and  parse vtjring;* 
She  was  oppt^scd,  yet  atood  her 
ground;  and  in  time,  the  Lor* 
brought  opposing  coanectiuos  to 
unite  with  her  in  the  cause  of  God 
and  truth,  in  the  year  i7ia-— . 
Her  piety  was  not  of  the  supeflkial 
kind;  sJie  had  sftfoa^  eeergicrs^ 
dark  seasons,  sore  temptations,  b%it 
was  not  left  without  suitable  aidasidl 
seasonable  comforts,  iier  mater. 
V^\  trials  are  Still  in  recollection; 
but  long -delayed  prayer  was  kindl/ 
an^wer«^d. 

On  the  6th  of  February,  iSoi,^ 
died  her  son,  a  young  man  unJiAp« 
pily  distlngui^^hed  by  aimo&t  evofif 
species  of  iniquity;  vv  ho,  after  a  knyg 
course  of  wickrnness,  broke  the 
hears  both  af  ta^er  amd  mother  |  ^ 
yet,  four  months  before  lie  6'»d, 
tlie  Lord  s^Uened,  changed,  and  fo^ 
newcd  Iwm  ;  and  he  gave  the  inctst 
plcasitig  and  satisfactory  evidence, 
that  tlie  vulture  was  beconve  e 
dove.  I  witnessed  the  channel 
and  his  parents  had  joy  in  his  death, 
beyond  the  sorrows  of  their  life  :-p^ 
but  their, wound;,  were  too  deep  for 

J.  Brooket,  of  Tottcnh«ii*£««f»  Ra&^t  ^Ir.  W.  Phij«p?,  of  H«lbonr;  ^^4  f*^ 
JIugSy  qI  Ly^&'i  laa ;  tskd  Mr.  Jftisliyp.  » OOg  LC 
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dealing,  his  fether  died  three  months 
after,  and  his  mother  ten  months  af- 
ter her  husband.  **  Our  days  on 
earth  are  a  shadow,  and  there  is 
none  abiding.'*  Her  complicated 
Bodily  aflfictions  were  the  counter- 
]poise  of  her  natural  bias  of  mind, 
•which  was  sensitive  and  quick  f  bti,t 
her  improper  sentiments  were  vc'v 
transient.  In  moral  justice,  slic 
was  exact  to  the  smallest  consider- 
auUm.  Her  love  to  the  people  of 
Go4  was  not  partial,  she  lovcdthosc 
«f  every  name  without  distinction. 
Heligiousexercises  in  her  own  family 
she  greatly  enjoyed.  The  chapel 
was  her  delight  while  she  had 
jtrencth  to  reach  it  t  there  she  saw 
\bcr  oDliga»ion  to  be  l\er  privilege. 
*'*^  Here,"  said  she,  **  is  my  home.** 
When  she  was  prevented  attending, 
«be  deeply  felt  the  mercy  of  having 
the  gospel  nearer  home ;  and  how 
tender  a  mother  she T:)roved  in  that 
part  of  the  Lord's  Israel,  to  the 
s(D£  of  Levi,  the  dead  has  wit- 
Mesr^ed  ♦,  and  the  living  can. 

Her  tenderness,  sympathy,  and  li- 
berality to  the  poor,  Loudwater  can 
testify,  and  its  gratitude  will  not  be 
^ent :  her  mind  was  generous ;  no 
instance  of  kindness  was  left  unno- 
ticed i  smidl  offerings  had  ample  re- 
turns. She  had  fixed  her  principles, 
and  aimed  to  act  from  thence  in 
firm  and  sincere  friendship.  As  to 
divine  things,  her  mind  was  tcacli- 
ablej  she  could  receive  instruction 
from  a  ploughman  truly  taught, 
^ith  the  same  relish  as  Irom  those 
who  had  drawn  their  knowledge 
fiom  the  schools.  She  had  much 
to  wean  her  from  the  love  of  life. 
In  a  letter  to  me,  dated  25th  of  Feb. 
she  said,  •*  As  to  myself,  I  am  very 
low;  1  have  weight  upoi}  weight, 
pressure  upon  pressure;  but  the  end 
is  ^t  hand  ;  I  cannot  stand  maiiy 
more  storms.  If  I  h;^d  oothing 
to  do  but  recline  myself  into  the 
arms  of  death,  a  dismission  from 
the  body  would  be  welcome  ;  but  I 
am  weary  of  life,  and  yet  not  will- 
ing to  die.*»  But  soon  was  her 
language  altered  I  On  my  next  and 
last  interview,  she  repeated  what 
had  been  upon  her  mind  :  •*  Hinder 
Hie  not.  Keep  me  not  from  my  Fa- 
ther's house."  On  being  assisted 
to  come  di>wii  iiaiis,  bhe  said,  •*  Hi- 

•  J^atc  Rev. 


therto  hath  the  Lord  brought  me ; 
now  speed  my  way  .*'  It  was  soon 
done.    She  -hcd  the  28th  of  March. 

I  am  inf^rmed,  that  the  day  fort- 
night before,  she  expressed  it  the 
htipp'.est  of  her  life,  m  meditatinj 
on  I^.xlii.i6,"Iwill  bringtheblind 
by  a  way  that  they  knew  not,**&c. 
It  may  be  a'^ked,  *  Had  she  no  im- 
perfections?* I  reply,  that  she  had  do 
perfection  ;  she  could  not  have  any 
as  a  believer  sanctified  but  in  part; 
but  she  was  complete  in  Christ;  and 
all  her  imperfections  are  dropped 
with  her  clay.     Glory  to  God? 

It  is  my  sincere  prayer,  that  her 
near  relations  may  be  bettered  by 
her  counsels  ;  and  in  future  life, 
imitate  her  laudable  example. 

If^odunt.  T.  E* 

Died  lately  at  Rotterdam,  at  t 
very  advanced  age.  Mynheer  Cor. 
nelius  Van  ^renty  a  gentleman  not 
more  eminent  for  every  accomplish- 
ment becoming  a  member  of  so- 
ciety, and  the  successful  merchant 
of  one  of  the  first  commercial  cities 
in  Europe,  than  for  all  those  graces 
which  adorn  the  Christian.  Never 
was  the  heart  of  mkn  more  sincerely 
engaged  in  any  undertaking,  than 
this  devoted  servant  of  Christ  was 
in  every  thing  which  concerned  the 
advancement  of  true  religion  in  the 
world.  He  bore  a  part  in  the  ma- 
nagement when  able,  or  aissisted 
with  his  countenance  and  advice,  in 
whatever  plans  were  concerted  for 
doiug  good  to  mankind.  In  him 
the  Missionar  ■  cause  has  lost  a  zea- 
lous supporter ;  and  the  Rotterdam 
Society  in  particular,  one  whose 
attachment  to  its  interest  was  not 
to  be  shaken  by  the  convulsions  cf 
the  state,  nor  altered  by  the  chang- 
ing bituajtions  of  any  thing  beneath 
the  sun.  The  arrival  of  the  Evan- 
gelical and  Missionary  Magazines 
in  Rotterdam,  brough*  to  him  good 
news  from  a  far  country.  His  soul 
dr^ink  in  tiieir  contents,  like  the 
parched  land  the  refreshing  shower. 
Nor  could  he  be  satisfiecf  till  hii 
countrymen  were  made  acquainted 
with  the  most  materiarintelligence 
they  contained.  Accordingly,  hc 
iised  to  translate  them  into  Dutch,  ' 
and  publish  them  for  the  eacourate« 
Mr.  Brodbelt.  ^ 
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mcnt  of  all  like-minded.  Allho* 
he  never  was  in  this  country,  his 
acquaintance  with  our  language, 
and  the  many  excellent  books  in 
divinity  he  had  read,  the  produc- 
tions of  British  authors,  prepossess- 
cd  him  muth  in  qur  favour.  With 
some  valuable  ministers  in  Britain 
he  frequently  corresponded,  and 
constantly  enquired  after  them,  in 
terms  which  bespoke  the  warmest 
affection.  Arqpng  many  other  pie- 
ces, translated  by  him  into  Dutch, 
and  which  have  met  with  equal  suc- 
cess in  Holland  as  in  England,  were 
Booth's  Reign  of  Grace,  and  Her- 
vey's  Theron  and  Aspasia ;  but  his 
translations  of  similar  works  were 
numerous  ;  for  no  sooner  did  he 
meet  with  any  thing  which  pleased 
him,  than  he  immediately  set  about 
it  J  and  the  writer  of  this  article 
saw  him  busily  engaged,  although 
bordering  on  ninety  years  of  age, 
and  with  an  inflamed  eye,  translat- 
ing "  Dr.  Rippon*^s  Discourses  on 
the  All-sufficent  Gracious  Assistance 
of  the  Spirit  of  Christ,"  &c.  In 
him  likewise,  the  Scots  Church  of' 
Rotterdam  has  lost  one  of  her 
brightest  ornaments.  Although  a 
native  of  Holland,  that  he  might 
strengthen  the  hands  and  encourage 
the  hearts  of  our  countrymen  in  a 
foreign  land,  he  became  a  member, 
and  was,  many  yeass  ago,  chosen 
one  of  her  elders.  This  trust  he 
continued  to  exercise,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  all,  till  his  death  ;  which 
is  much  regretted  by  those  emi- 
nent servants  of  Christ,  Messrs. 
Ross  and  McPhail,  ministers  of 
the  church,  and  every  Christian  in 
the  country  |o  whom  he  was 
known,  R.  O. 


Likewise  died  about  the  same 
tiiiie,  Mr.  James  Maclean,  father  of 
the  English  Orphan,  or  Work- 
house, Amsterdam.  He  h^d  been 
in  early  life  a  private  soldier,  and 
afterwards  a  serjeant  in  the  Scotch 
brigade,  long  in  the  service  of  the 
States  of  Holland  ;  in  which  regi.. 
inent,  as  likewise  in  others  from  that 
country,  were  found  a  remnant  of 
(hose  who  feared  the    Lord  and 


thought  upon  his  name;  some  of 
whom  are  now  scattered^throughout 
the  provinces,  silvered  over  with 
years,  and  not  only  bearing  marks 
of  their  earthly  warfare,  but  endur- 
ing hardness  as  good  soldiers  of  the 
Lord  Jesus.  How  faithfully  this 
worthy  man  executed  the  trust  re- 
posed in  him,  is  known  to  many 
hundreds  in  Holland,  and  to  a  few 
in  this  country.  The  appellation 
applied  to  him  was  truly  verified  ; 
for  with  parental  care  he  watched 
over  all  committed  to  his  charge, 
'  and  had  in  return  their  unfeigned 
love.  While  scarce  able  to  walk, 
and  to  appearance  n«^r  his  end,  yet 
would  he  go  aboutlhe  duties  of  his 
office,  in  the  exercise  of  morning 
and.  evening  prayers,  with  a  spin, 
tuality  very  diifercnt  from  many  in 
such  situations;  who,  because  it 
makes  a  part  of  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations of  the  establishment,  regard 
it  as  a  task,  rather  than  a  privilege. 
He  also  rejoiced  to  hear  of  the 
success  of  the  London  Missionary- 
Society  ;  and  assisted  it  by  his  fre- 
quent fervent  prayers. 

It  may  be  remarked,  that  both  of 
these  good  men,  with  many  others 
in  Holland^  deeply  lamented  the  ti^ 
fects  of  French  principles  in  that 
Country  j— and  how  justly  they  did 
so,  only  those  who  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  their  effects 
can  judge,  R.  G. 

April  28th,  died  at  Philadel- 
phia, the  Rev.  Mr.  Ustick,  Minis-' 
ter  of  the  first  Baptist  church  in 
that  city.  His  funeral-sermon  was 
preached  by  his  colleague.  Dr.  W. 
Rogers,  from  John  xi.  ix,  **  Our 
friend  Lazarus  sleepeth."  He  was 
in  his  fiftieth  year. 

RECENT  DEATH, 
Saturday  Morning,  June  xi, 
died  the  Rev.  Jeremiah  Newell, 
Vicar  of  Great  Missenden,  &c.  who 
preached  the  last  sermon  before  the 
Missionary  Society,  We  hope  to 
present  our  readers  with  a  short 
memoir  of  this  excellent  loan  in  a 
future  Nuiftbcr. 
Rr 
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JTcriodical  Accounts  relathr  io  the 
Baptist  Missionarj  Society,  Ho*  XI  • 
Zvoy  I  J. 

We  have  mentioned  lately  (in 
Oin  Magazine  for  April)  some  en- 
couraging circunrstanccs  in  the 
mission  of  our  Baptist  brethren  ;  and 
we  have  read,  with  much  pleasure, 
the  details  in  tlie  present  Number 
©f  their  publication;  the  contents 
,  of  which  arc  as  follows:  — 

i'.  Extracts  from  Mr.Marshman'8 
Journal  (addressed  to  Dr.  Ryland.) 
The  most  remarkable  circumstance 
liere  related,  is  the  following :  — 
About  forty  years  ago,  a  man,  by 
birth  a  cow-keeper,  pretended  to 
great  sanctity,  and  to  cure  diseases 
by  the  Choron  Amreetn,  or  **  Immor- 
tal Water  of  hi^  Feet.**  He  is  sue 
ceTeded  by  his  son  Ram  Dulol,  who 
pretends  to  work  the  same  mira- 
cles; and  is  so  liberally  supported 
by  his  devotees,  that  he  lives  in  the 
style  of  a  Rajah, —  in  a  stately  man- 
sion,  and  surrounded  with  wealth 
and  luxury.  With  this  impostor 
t^iey  had  an  interesting  conversation. 
His  most  distinguishing  tenets  are, 
^*  That  cast  is  nothing,  the  debtahs 
tiothing,  the  brahmans  nothing;*' 
yet  his  diflciples  comply  with  all 
the  forms  ot  superstition  (which 
they  call  Otn^ard  U^ork)  ;  and 
maintain  the  horrid  notion,  that 
Xjod.  dwelling  in  us,  is  the  author 
fi(  all  our  sins.  This  man  aj\4 
his  followers  were  much  pressed 
to  receive  Bengalee  Testaments  j 
tut  in  vain.  However,  as  their 
principles  tend  to  weaken  the  esta«- 
blishcd  superstitions,  they  are  so  fiir 
favourable  to  the  propagation  of  the 
gospel.  Of  the  manner  in  which 
the  Missionaries  attempt  tfeis,  we 
have  an  interesting  account  in  the 
following  extract  h'cmthis  Journal, 
by  Mr.  Marshman  i  — 

"  May  1 6,  Lord's  Day.  Going  out  in 
the  afccrnoon  to  Chaitcrah,  I  asked  Kernel 
ibe  brahman,  Whciher  he  would  like  to 
»cc^m^Jaoy  nic  ?  He  coinplicd  with  great 
rcaiJinrss.  ^  I  was  the  njorc  pleased  witb 
iMb,  asCliaiurah  is  tlic  rt- slJence  of -his 
"Hfiic,    and   her  family;  "du   governing 


branch  of  which  had,  a  few  days  Mttv, 
forbidden  him  the  house,  on  account  of 
his  attachment  to  the  gospel.  We  ■©• 
€»rdingly  went  to  the  village^  atccsM 
with  Peturobur  senior,  .expecting  o»r  «sm1 
Inception  there,,— cootempr  and  ridioik 
We  wiUted  slowly  along  d>e  street  tiUwe 
came  to  a  a^  wl^re  a  orahman  was  sit- 
ting, with  large  heaps  of  cowries  bcloie 
him.  I  accosted  him,  "  Well,  brahman, 
you  seem  to  have  a  deal  of  money  before 
you  !  Money  is  a  good  thing  for  tktl 
world )  but  for  the  other  world  we  want 
something  more."  *  Oh,*  a^id  he,  *  I  want 
nothing  but  money !  If  I  hare  that,  I 
can  aecure  my  eternal  welfare.'   «*  How  ^ 

*  fiy  doing  hohncfis,  and  making  o^feriap 
to  <3od/  **  And  do  yog  spppoae  ifaat 
God  is  to  poor  «s  to  n^d  fOur  money  i 
No,  brother  ;  the  God  of  the  whole  earth 
can  need  nothing  from  you.  You  mtj 
cbrrupt  an  earthly  iudgc ;  but  in  the  great 
day,  when  God  will  judge  all  men  accord- 
ing to  their  works,  you  will  find  him  in* 
corruptible ;  neither  will  he  regard  aoy 
'nan)e ;—  sooders,  brahmans,  gooinoS,  and 
debtah«  will  then  rrceireaccordingto  their 
deserts.  Where  will  Sec^  the  adiflterei^ 
and  Creeshnoo  the  liar,  then  appear?  add 
whanKJUl  you,  their  worsbippen,  doji$ 
that  day  ?  Now  God  calls  ujwi  yoa  » 
receive  mercy,  through  his  Son,  whom  lie 
gave  up  to  death  for  sinners" — By  ihif 
time  a  large  crowd  was  gathered  roaod  ai, 
to  whom  1  turned,  and  anifdified  the  above 
ideas.  Kemol  was,  in  the  mean  time,  in 
the  crowd,  answering  rhc  quesfJons  pw  to 
him,  with  *•  Hear,  weigh  in  your  mindly 
judge."  Petumbur,  who  urat  by  me,  beoig 
noticed  by  one  of  them  u  busy  in  cjqpUia« 
ing  .atid  persuading,  was  accottcd  with, 

*  Who  arc  yon  ?  A  Hindoo  ?  What  I  tm 
with,  and  take  the  coit  of  the  M*l€ech*i  >* 
He  rq)licd,  "  1  have  been  many  years 
among  you  ;  but  I  found  neither  love, 
truth,  nor  compassion.  What  is  a  man  . 
without  these  ?  I  beard  of  this  great  word; 

I  came,  I  examine4,  and  hjive  fodpd  scb- 
stancc."— This  brr^ught  on  a  great  deal  a( 
Sibuse,  which  Peiimbur  took  very  pa- 
tiently J  and,  at  Usr,  he-  completely  si- 
lenced this  railing  brahman,  wirti,  *  ll 
anger  a  fruit  of  bolineM,  <*  of  sin  ?"  Afier 
a{>endtng  a  few  foments  in  prayer,  and 
distribuiiog  papers,  wc  departed. 
.  ''  lo  our  wa^  hfitoft,  anocfaty  br^hinift, 
Attacked  Perombur  on  his  eating  with  is. 
He  rcolicd,  '*  Nothing  which  God  baa 
made  tor  food  is  forbidden ;  and  what  en- 
tfrs  a  man  defiles  him  not :  anger,  n$tt 
aiid  lying  make  a  mau  atoful.*'    Tkc  mi* 
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ins  so  exit  down  with  this  reply,  that  he 
went  off  in  a  raje.  Not  having  taken  Pc- 
tumbur  with  mc  before,  I  could  not  help 
being  pleased  apd  thankful  on  such  an  oc- 
casion, to  obserreanold  venerable  Hindoo 
defending  the  troth  with  so  much  pro^ 
pciety  and  spirit." 

Extcicts  from  Mf.Ward's  Journal. 

'^  Serampore,  April  10,  1801. — This  day 
the  people  have  been  going  aboat  with 
ropes  and  caocs  in  their  sides,  swords  thro* 
dieir  tonpes,  Zee,  I  heard  of  two  de- 
vices which  were  new  to  me :  —  One  man, 
thrist  the  stall  of  his  umbrella  through 
his  tongue,  and  held  it  thus  over  his  head 
as  he  walked  and  danced  along*  Another 
QUA  had  two  dreadful  snakes  put  through 
ihe  skin  of  hit  arms,  their  heads  being  in 
hb  hands ;  but  he  suffered  them  to  bite 
hia  shockingly.  Their  poisoixMis  teeth, 
however,  were  cut  out.  —I  also  heard  of 
one  nan  who  fell  upon  a  sword,  and  cut 
himself  dreadfully. 

"  April  12.  ^  brahn^an,  who  has  been 
here  once  or  twice  before,  and  who  lives 
with  Dm  16],  the  famous  loader  of  the  new 
lect,  came  ^aio  to-day.  Hr  says  that 
Dulol  sent  him  to  get  baptized  first ;  that 
Polol  will  follow,  and  bring  with  iiira 
ieo,ooo  of  his  disciples  !  We  suspect  the 
whole  to  be  a  talc  of  deception.  This 
hrahman  talked  of  having  been  convinced 
•f  fio,  and  of  taking  refuge  in  Jesus  Chrift. 
He  was  very  talkative ;  but  Kemol  made 
him  a  little  more  slow." 

After  these  Joumali,  follow  two 
Letters  from  Mr.  Carey  and  Mr. 
Marshman  to  Mr.  Fuller, — and  the 
oflkitl  Letttr  from  the  Missionaries 
to  Jthe  Society ;  in  the  latter  of 
which  we  have  a  list  of  the  number 
baptized:  being  thirteen  natives, 
ind  four  Europeans ;  beside  eight 
natives,  constant  hearers,  and  scve- 
nd  children  growing  up. 

After  this,  we  have  several  other 
Letters,  full  of  piety  and  intelii- 
gence,  whkh  must  rejoice  the 
Kcart  of  every  friend  to  the  Mis- 
•iooary  cause ;  and  from  two  of  Mr. 
Carey's  letters  we  extract  the  fol- 
lowing very  interesting  passages : — 

*Calcint,  AngiKt  3?,  tSoa.— A  most 
tnooraging  circomsiaace  has  lately  oc- 
curred, and  which  has  mo«h  strengthened 
ov  hands.  About  three  months  ago,  three 
Mouaknans  came  from  n  distance  to  hear 
the  g»spel,  and  rei)«ested  that  one  of  us 
'  would  pay  them  a  visit;  which  we  pro- 
tttised  to  do  after  the  rainy  season,  when 
^  passages  by  water  would  be  o^-en.  — 
^»Mt  «ix  vctlu  since,  one  •f  tkun,  de- 


puted by  the  rest,  came  again,  to  conduct 
any  of  us  who  could  go.  Brother  Marsh- 
man  was  the  only  one  who  coild  under- 
take sdlonj  a  journey;  and  a  becfpr  conld 
not  have  brcn  chosen  for  the  purpose.  Hfc 
therefore  went ;  aod  took  with  him  Pe- 
tttn6bur  Mittre  and  Pbarut.  The  place 
where  they  live  is  in  the  district  of  Jcssore, 
near  the  river  Isamuty.  Brother  Marsh- 
man,  on  his  arrival,  found  about  200  per- 
sons who  have,  for  scvjeral  year?,  rejected 
cast.  They  are  Mussulmans  and  Hindojs, 
forBterly  of  various  casts  They  were  con- 
vinced of  the  folly  and  wickedn^8sof  both 
the  Hindoo  and  Mussulman  faiih,  but  con- 
fessed that  they  were  ignorant  of  what  was 
right;  and  hearing  of  us,  they  were  very 
desirous  of  knowing  the  gospeL  Brother 
Marshman*s  reception  among  them  exceed- 
ed all  expeetatHn.  Many  were  gathered 
together,  ready  to  hear  the  word  when  h€ 
arrived,  having  had  previous  notice ;  and 
they  heard  the  word  with  a  kind  of  pleasure 
and  eagerness  seldom  seen  in  this  country. 
They  desired  us  to  write  to  them,  and  to 
visit  them,  —  promising  to  visit  us  when 
they  can.  In  short,  a  hopeful  prospect  pre- 
sents itself*  —  In  returning  home,  Brothct 
Macshman  got  intelligence  of  another  body 
of  Hindoo  Dissenters,  whom  he  determined 
to  visit.  He  did  so  {  and  found  that  at  an- 
other place,  about  a  day's  journey  nearer 
home  than  the  place  he  had  visited,  there 
are  at  leasr  2000  persons  who  have  pub- 
licly renounced  their  cast.  They  received 
hhn  with  great  pleasure,  and  were  destroos 
»f  seeing  him  again."  ^.  —  ~-  ... 
,**  The  late  opening  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  country,  more  than  balances  all  o«r 
distresses,  l^ey  have  a  society  of  up- 
wards of  aoo  persons,  who  have  rejected 
all  worship  of  idols,  and  all  honour  to  Ma- 
homet ;  and,  what  is  more,  they  reject 
many  of  the  vices  which  oihcr  natives 
practise  with  an  unblushing  coanreuance. 
Since  they  have  known  us,  the  whole  bodv 
of  this  people  have  received  the  Bible  anim 
word  of  God  :  they  meet  together  to  read 
it,  and  to  pray  ;  and  intend  to  erect  a  place 
for  themselves,  where  ibey  can  meet  (o€ 
worship.  1  hey  now  also  call  ihemaelvrs 
CbristianSf  and  esteem  ns  as  their  brethren. 
—  We  really  hope  that  some  of  them  ave 
trully  converted  ;  and  intleedAll  of  ih«m, 
whom  I  have  seen,  appear  to  be  $?iiously 
inclined.  I  trust  th'-y  will  ere  long  have 
a  gospel -church  formed  among  them.  I 
was  surpriz<-d  to  see  with  what  facility 
they  could  tun  to  any  fil?ce  of  Scriptures 
they  did  not  seem  to  He  more  at  a  loss  td 
find  a  fassage,  than  a  person  would,  who 
bad  been  acrust<imrd  m  the  B^ble  all  his 
days.  The  do-  trine  of  the  Trinity  is  pe- 
culiarly abhorred  by  Mussvilmaus;  and 
these  ^^r^lt  held  a  council,  wh)ch  lasted 
tiiTce  da/&7  19  considci  wheiher  this  dvs- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


30S 


KEVIEW  OF  RELIGIOUS  PtTBLICATIONS* 


trine  could  be  admitted  or  not;  It  ended 
with  an  universal  acknowledgement  of  it ; 
^ety  learing  it  as  a  mystery,  in  the  same 
nunner  as  Christians  do  in  general. 

From  the  continuation  of  Mr. 
Marshman*s  Journal,  with  much 
pleasure  we  add  the  following  short 
extract : 

N^ov.  1 1.  We  hear  that  Mr.  Gtricke, 
a  missionary  on  the  coast  of  Malabar  (ap- 
jpointcd  by  the  Society  for  promoting 
Christian  Knowledge)  has  been  a  iourney 
into  ihc  Mysore  country,  and  near  to  Cape 
Cormcrin.  Whole  villages,  it  seems,  have 
agreed  to  throw  their  idols  out  of  their 
temples,  and  fit  them  up  for  the  w  or  snip 
of  the  true  God.  It  is  said  he  preaches 
^naost  day  and  night ;  Jnd  has  baptized 
ipore  than  eight  hundred,  people. 

The  great  importance  of  these  ex- 
tracts must  be  our  apology  for  their 
length  ;  we  are  desirous  to  give  the 
most  extended  circularion  to  good 
news  from  so  far  a  country ;  and  can 
^sajre  our  Christian  readers,  that 
the  whole  accounts  will  highly  gra- 
tify them  iti  the  perusal. 

Fcriodical  Accounts  relating  to  the 
Missions  of  the  Church  of  the  United 
BrethrcMyNo.  XXXVI.  tvo,  is. 

Though  this  be  the  afith  No.  of 
the  Brethren's  accounts^  it  is  the 
Iburth  only  which  has  been  printed 
for  general  circulation  ;  the  former 
publications  bein^  cun^ned  to  sub- 
scribers to  the  mission.  The  con- 
tents ofthis  Number  are  as  follows  : 

1,  A  Diary  of  the  Mission  at 
Hoop,  on  the  Corentyn.  This  ecu- 
tains  many  pleasing  parti culai^s  ; 
yet  th^  mission  lus  suftcred  greatly 
ironft  the  small  pox.  —  Query, 
Would  it  not  be  a  great  blessing  if 
the  vaccine  inoculation  cp^ld  be 
so  far  extended  ? 

a.  piary  of  the  Mission  among 
the  free  Negroes  at  Bombay,  in  Su- 
rinam i  from  wirifh  we  extract  the 
following  remarkable  instance  o(a 
guardian  Providence  :  — 

On'  the  14th  brother  Mehrwect  with 
oor  own  negroes  to  the  Pl^apraba-crcek,  a 
voyage,  of  two  hours,  to  prepare  some  ce* 
dar- planks,  cut  two  months  ago,  and  coii- 
vcy  them  hi  their.  They  returned  on  the 
17th,  in  very  rainy  weather,  but  in  good 
health  ;  and  only  complained  that,  during 
,the  nights,  the  hats  had  attacked  and  bit 
them.    9°  the  19th,  they  set  out  agaio  tp. 


finish  their  work,  and  took  a  lire  tortmse 
with  them,  which  they  meant  to  kill,  and 
make  a  good  meal  of  in  the  wood.  Harinj 
tied  this  creature  so  fast  to  one  of  the  posts 
of  their  hut,  that  it  could  not  possibly 
disengage  itself  and  escape,  the  negroes 
went  to  a  place  about  an  English  mile  off, 
to  get  some  ftsh.  They  do, this  by  meant 
of  a  species  of  woody  which  is  cut  small^ 
worked  into  powder,  and  strewed  upon  ibe 
i^ater.  The  poison  contained  in  it  stupi- 
fies  the  fishes,  and  causes  them  soon  to 
appear  as  dead,  swimming  on  the  surface. 
Brother  Mehr  was  meanwhile  employed 
with  the  cedar-planks,  tiU  overcome  with 
fatigue,  he  lay  down  in  the  shade,  near 
the  tortoise,  and  slept  aboat  an  hoar. 
During  this  time,  a  tyger  came  to  the 
place,  tore  thfc  tortoise  off  the  po!e,  and 
dragged  it  into  the  wood  j  brother  Mehr 
remaining  fast  askep,  on  awaking  and 
perceiving  what  had  happened,  he  was 
mtrch  alarmed,  and  thanked  the  Lord  for 
the  gracious  preservation  of  his  Ufe,  while 
in  the  |X}Wcr  of  such  an  animal.  He  adds, 
however,  that  it  was  a  lesson  to  him  to  be 
more  cautious  in  future  in  so  dangerous  a 
situation.  The  negroes  soon  arrived,  and 
brought  so  large  a  quantity  of  fisb,  that 
they  could  not  consume  them  all ;  and  the 
tortoise  was  not  missed.  On  the  i2d,  they 
returned  home  with  their  cargo  of  planks^ 
atid  a  fish  called  Hay  mar,  one  of  the 
largest  and  best  fifties  in  this  country^ 
weighing  2olb* 

To  this  we  add  the  following 
exaiuple  of  sweet  Christian  simpli- 
city and  piety : 

Aug.^.  In  the  evemng« meeting,  the  founh 
and  fifth  cha|)ters  of  the  second  Epistle  of 
Paul  to  the  Corinthians  were  read  and  ex- 
pounded. Alter  it  was  over,  John  Ara- 
bini,  Joshua  and  Andrew,  our  oldest  dc« 
groc  brethren,  sat  down  on  the  bench  be- 
fore our  house,  and  immediately  entered 
upon  a  spiritual  conversation.  Brother 
Wieta  sat  down  by  thcm>  and  hearrf  them, 
with  tears  of  gratitude,  thanking  the  Lord 
for  what  he  has  done  in  the  hearts  of  some 
of  this  most  idolatrous  nation.  It  may 
not  be  unpleasant  to  our  readers  to  s^  a 
part  of  their  simple  conversation  inserted* 
John  Arabini  said,  **  It  is  iticonceiv. 
able  what  our  Saviour  made  of  such  amaa 
as  Paul  was  before tiis  conversion:  ^hat 
a  teacher  he  became,  though  he  had  been 
the  greatest  persecutor  of  Jesus  and  the 
believers;  ^nd  hpw  he  could  write  sdc!^ 
things  as  wc  havje  just  now  been  hearing 
ia  the  church'.  And  what  has  not  ouT 
Saviour  done  for  us  i  I  was  the  le»der  at 
every  dance  and  meriiment,  as  you  all 
know.  You  also  know,  that,  as  heatheon 
tre  ioj^lged  ia  cTcry  ab^auimstu;^  a 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


K.Ud<Haat  lyTI&LlGBNjtt. 


309 


fkitttMiy,  mni  drooJ&CQficia.     I  -wat  thie 
chief  drummer;  acd  youjoshua^  and  you, 
Andrew,  were  the  chief  sinjgcrs  and  noisc- 
mak^rs*     Our  women  and  children  danced 
with  us  ;    and  thus  we  spent  whale  nights 
in  ercrv  kind  of  profancncss  and  wild  up- 
roar.    \Vc  atso  carved  idols  in  wood,  or 
formed  them  of  clay ;  consecrated  tbeiny 
pat  victuals  aod  drink  before  tbein^  com  • 
mended  oorsettcs  to  their  prowctioni  and 
fHIdown  with  our  children  prostrate  before 
theniy  addressing  them  with  great   ear<- 
nestness,  and  mentioning  (o  them  our  de- 
sire* and  wantSj  which,  howev-  r,  only  re- 
garded earihly  enjoy  mem  $.    We  thought 
"we  were  doing  right ;  but   wrre  worship- 
piog  the  DcTil,     And  yet  God  had  mercy 
'«p«i»  m.     He   would  not  that  we  should 
ht  lost  eternally."    The  other  (wo  brethren 
ccnfinned  all^this,  andexclaiined»-^**  O, 
Jnecciful  IxirU  .1  jrcciive  a  thpusatid  thanks 
aod  eternal  praises,  that   thou  hast  sent 
teachers  un(o  as,   or  we  should  have   yet 
been  in  the  same  dackucss.*'    John  added, 
**  Which   of  us  then   thought,   that  we 
should  be  one  day  sitting  on   this  bench, 
singing  unto  the  Lord  ?**     He  then  began 
to  sing  srreral  rerses,  treating  of  the  un  • 
Merited  grace  of  Jesus.     This  loud   sing- 
••Q^broogfat  more  brcthreo,'a<^  sisters,  and 
children  together,  who  stood  around   us. 
Andrew   said,  "   Our    Saviqut  sweated 
bloody  sweat  in  the  Mount  of  Olive*  for 
tit,    ke   has  delivered  us  from  sin  and 
*<lemad  jo<?gmcnt.      O,  let  us  love  him 
.with  oar   whole    hearts,   and    no    more 
iri^ve  htm  as  w«r  have  donfe  !    O,  how  I 
■Mum  -that  I  am  still  &•  iar  behind  1" 
John  then  began  to  siiig  theiwrses : 

*•  Thy  l^ood  so  dear  and  precious, 
JLoTc  made  thee  shed  for  me,"  &c» 

Andrew  then  gave  out  some  more  verges ; 
«nd  the  conversation  continoed  afterwards 
for  a  long  while  upon  th6  fall  of  man  and 
kis  redemption  throag^  Christ  Jesus. 

No.  3,  4,  and  5,  are  Letters  from 
the  free  negro,  Christian  Grego, 
from  Antigua,  and  from  Bavi- 
an's  Kloof;  aU'which  will  be  read 
with  much  pleasure  by  those  who 
love  our  Lord  Jesus,  and  \\  ish  good 
success  to  the  Missionary  Work. 
.  The  last  article  contains  various 
accounts,  trom  which  we  extract 
•only  the  concluding  paragraph. 

,  6.Thenufnbef  of  brethren  aiidsliters  em* 
ployed  in  the  missfons  of  the  brethren,  in 
varttus  parts  of  the  world,   cowards  the 

■close  of  the  year  1801,  is  as  follows  : 

Jn  the  Danish  West  India  islands,  in 

'             six  settlements^  J* 

IQ  GreepUndf           thrte  djti9|  1% 
XI.    ' 


In  Antigan, 

tbftedfit^ 

»7 

lo  St.  Kilts, 

•oe  c^iAto, 

4 

In  Jamaica, 

three  d'utoy 

8 

In  Barbadoes, 

one  ditto, 

% 

In  Tobago^ 

one  ditto, 

% 

In  South  America, 

four  ditto, 

44 

In  Labrador, 

three  ditto. 

*5 

Amotig  the  Indians  in  North  Ametici, 

three  ditto,  19 

Among  the  Hottentots  at  the  Capf  «f 

<scod  Hope,        one  ditto,  '  10 

Near  Trvnquebar,  one  diuo,.  ■% 

In  ii8>        i6t 

Qn  the  whole,  we  also  cordially 
.recommend  this  Number  to  the  pc« 
rusal.ot  our  readers  ;  and  if  a  Ga- 
zette, which  relates  a  signal  Ticto. 
•ry,  tho'  at  the  ex  pence  of  thousands 
©f  lives,  be  read  with  avidity  and" 
pleasure,  with  how  much  interest 
ought  we  to  read  thebloodlets  victo- 
.riesof  the  gospel,  a»  detailed  in  the 
Missionary  Accounts  of  the  United 
Brethren,  the  Baptist  Society,  imd 
the  Missionary  Society  m  LorKlon  ? 
Tiie  latter  pubIication,.being:nearI)r 
formed  into'a  volume,  is .  intended 
for  neview  in  our  next  Number. 


The  Poor  Man's  Commentary  «ir/^ 
book  of  Genesis^  by  the  Rev,  Dfm 
Hawker,  iiOT(?,/riVtf  I  J. 

The  idea  of  publishing  a  Com*' 
wentary  on  the  Bible  for  the  Poor, 
and  in  so  cheap  a  form,  certainly 
does  honour  to  the  benevolence,  as 
well  as  the  judgment  of  Dr.  Haw- 
ker. The  poor  man  who,  either  by 
his  own  industry,  or  llie  benevo- 
lence of  a  friend,  possesses  thtit  in- 
estimable treasure,  a  Bible,  and  who 
is  anxious  tp  understand  its  sacred 
contents,  and  compare  spiritual 
things  with  spiritual,  will  feel 
many  obligations  to  this  popular 
Writer,  whose  plan  comprizes  the 
following  interesting  particulars:^* 
First,  An  introduction  to  every 
book,  and  a  table  of  contents  to  each 
chapter.  —  1,  References  to  other 
passages  of  Scripture,  by  way  of  il- 
lustration ;  with  occasional  eluci» 
dations  and  remarks.  —  3.  Reflec. 
tions  at  the  close  of  each  chapter, 
by  way  of  improvement. 

It  was  said  of  two  celebrated 
comnieuutors,  Cocceius  and  QrQp 
S  ft 
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the  one   found   Christ   lure  endeavours  may  always  exceed. 


tius,  that  the  one 
every  where,  and  thcoth«r  no  where 
Dr  Hawker  is  of  the  former  school, 
and  Jesus  is  the  name  which  he 
every  where."  delights  to  honour  :" 
80  much  so,  that  we  fear,  in  some 
instances,  he  has  overlooked  the 
primary  and  literal  sense,  to  intro- 
duce allegories,  which  can  hardly 
be  justified.  He  writes,  liowever, 
witli  great  modesty ;  and  the  generad 
design  is  so  good,  and  its  icndeiKy 
so  excellent,  that  we  earnestly  hope 
the  author  will  be  spared  to  prose- 
cute hi^  design,  and  that  it  may  be 
a  standing  blessing  to  the  church, 
especially  its  poorer  members. 

A  Collection  of  Hymns  from  varhus 
thors^  intended  as  a  Supplement  is 
Dr.   tt^atu*s  Vsalms    and   Hymns, 
By  G.   Eurder,   ninth  edition^  en^ 
larged  and  improved^  pott    32/00, 
ij.  6t/.  boimd.      Demy  xt^mo.  fine 
paper ^  noidra  portrait y  25.  bound* 
The  sale  of  eight  preceding  and 
ODnsiderableeditions,  suiHciently  ex. 
presses  the  public  opinion  on  the 
utility  of  this  Supplement  to  the. 
labours  of  Dr,  Watts,  which  sup- 
plies the  various  subjects  and  me- 
tres wanted  in  his  psalms  and  hymns, 
•without    bnrthening  congregations 
tvith  an  expensive  volume.     In  this 
edition  the  work  is  increased,  by 
about  fifty  additional  hymns,  chiefty 
as  the  editor  imforms  us,  on  tlie 
grand  topic  of  redeeming  love. 

We  are  authorised  to  add,  that, 
as  the  former  edition  has  been  some- 
time  out  ol  print,  this  is  the  only 
•ne  now  <:xtant  with  the  editor's 
knowledge,  or  which  is  published 
tinder  his  inspection. 

A  Probationary  Sermon,  preached  in 

the  chapel  of  the  Lack  Hospital,  D(c. 

11th  1802.     By  the  Rev.   W.    B. 

Williams.     %V9.     is. 

*•  The  author's  idea  of  a  proba- 
tionary sermon  is,  that  it  slio\ild 
contain  a  faithftil  outline  of  the, 
preacher's  sentiments ;  espcctally,^  if 
there  are  any  points,  on  whish  an  af- 
ter-declaration of  them  may  be  at- 
tended with  disappointment,  if  not 
dissatisLiction.  He  also  apprehends, 
that  such  a  discourse  (bould  be  stiu 
4io«isly  plain,  in  order  that  his  fu- 


rather  than  fall  short  of  hit  present 
exertions.  Under  these  impressions 
the  substance  of  the  following  page» 
was  delivered  ;"  and  the-«en»on  is 
now  reprinted  <^at  thexlesirc  of  se- 
veral governors."  jOf  the  discourse 
itself,  we  can  say  no  less  than  that 
it  fully  answers  the  author's  idcms 
of  what  it  Hiould  be  ;  and  we  might 
add,  much  exceeds  the  modesty  •€ 
its  pretensions. 


Pardon  of  Sin  in  the  Blood  of  Jesus  z 
a  Sermon  preached  tn  Philadelphia, 
£v  J.   M.  Mason,  of  New  Toritp 

%V0.      I  s. 

A  few  copies  only  of  this  dis* 
course  having  been  imported  firoai 
New  York,  gives  us  another  oppor. 
tunity  of  paying  a  tribute  of  respect 
to  the  talents  of  the  author,  wnom 
we  have  repeatedly  had  occasion  Kp 
commend.  The  majily eloquence  and 
energy  of  this  discourse  have  been 
admired  by  those  literary  charactess 
who  dislike  its  evangelical  doctrines. 


LITERARY  NOTICES. 
Three  Volumes  of  the  Posthu* 
roous  Works  of  the  late  Dr.  H-  Hum'- 
tcr  (containing  Sermons,  LectureSy 
&c.)  with  his  Life,  are  in  the  press. 
Mr.  James,  of  Bristol,  has  been 
long  engaged  in*a  general  History  •£ 
the  Baptist  Congregations  in  Bris- 
tol, which  he  is  preparing  to  publish 
by  subscription.  The  following 
recommeiKiation  is  subjoined  to  the 
proposals.  **  The  sufferings  of  the 
Dissenters  in  the  reign  of  Charles  li. 
cannot  fail  to  be  interesting  to  their 
descendants.  The  above  work  will, 
we  suppose,  contain  more  hiformati- 
on  on  that  subject  (especially  as  it  re- 
lates to  the  city  and  neighbourhood 
of  Bristol)  than  any  thing  which 
hath  hitherto  appeared.  We  there- 
bre  heartily  unite  in  lecommending 
it  to  tlie  attention  of  the  public.'* 
Signed  by  Di;.  Ryland,  Messrs  Jay^ 
Bicheno,  Fuller,, Hall,  Wilks,  Hey; 
K.stlin,  Lowel^  Knight^,  Painter, 
and  Button. 

Mr.^cfferson,  of  Basingstoke,  hath 
also  issued  proposals  tor  a  small 
volume  of  Poenis  and  Essays  on  Sau 
cred.  Moral,  and  Literary  Subjects^ 
to  be  published  by  subscription. 
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HELIGIOUS   INTELLIGEXCK. 

MISSIONARY  SOCIETY, 

Bt  Dispatches  jnst  arrived  from  Otaheite,  dated  August  18,  1802,  we 
have  the  pleasure  to  leam»  that  the  Missionaries  remained  in  liealth  and 
peace,  as  at  the  date  of  the  former  dispatches,  July  8. 

We  have  also  the  pleasure  to  communicate  the  following  interesting- 
iotcUigencc  concerning  Dr.  Vanderkemp  and  his  associate,  Mr.  ^ames 
Read;  (or  which  the  public  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Kay,  surgeon  of  his 
Majesty's  brig,  the  Penguin,  which  was  stationed  in  the  Bay  of  Algoa, 
from  the  mouth  of  May  to  the  end  of  September  liioi;  during  which 
period,  this  gentleman  had  frequent  intercourse  with  them.  It  appears 
(hat  a  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  Missionary  settlement 
at  Bota^s  Place,  which  is  abdut  eight  miles  from  the  Buy  :  •—  that  a 
number  of  houses  have  beeji  crrcted  by  the  Hottentots,  on  a  plan  superior 
to  tliose  which  they  have  before  been  accustomed  to  build ;' —  and 
that  this  work  continues  principally  to  occupy  them.  They  subsist  partly 
en  Ibe  stores  which  the  governmertt  has  kindly  supplied  t(iem  with,  and 
partly  on  wild  fowl,  which  abound  in  that  country;  —  Mich  as  geese, 
turkeys,  pheasants,  partridges,  &c. :  and  being  furnished  with  imple- 
ments ojf  agriculture,  and  possessed  also  of  land,  which  the  government 
has  given  to  the  settlement,  to  the  extent  of  an  hour's  ride  every  way, 
there  is  reason  to*  believe  that  they  will  be  able  to  provide  themselves 
with  the  means  of  subsisteiure,  in  sufficient  plenty,  after  their  present 
stock  is  exhausted.  They  already  have  began  to  raise  both  wheat  and 
rice.  The  exemplary<ohauct  of  the  Doctor,  and  his  unwearied  attention 
to  the  good  of  the  natives,  has  conciliated  their  confidence  in  an  un* 
bouiMlcd  degree;  arid  every  intimation  of  his  will  is  regarded  with  the 
most  prompt  obedience.  In  the  attempt  made  by  the  government  to 
bnogback  the  runaway  Hottentots,  the  character  of  probity  and  good 
£uth  which  he  had  acquired,  was  the  principal  means  of  accomplishing 
it,  as  they  refused  to  confide  in  any  other  individual.  TJie  good  cfV 
fects  of  the  establibhment  are  already  apparent  in  the  improved  morals  of 
ihc  natives,-^  their  order  and  cleanliness,  both  in  persons  and  habitations, 
as  well  as  in  their  sobriety  and  industry.  About  200  of  them  constantly 
attend  divine  worship;  which,  at  present,  is  cdnducted  in  a  barn;  their 
attention  is  serious,  ;md  their  psalmody  remarkably  harmonious.  But 
they  worship  also  in  the  open  air  ;  and  the  simple  and  venerable  appear- 
ance of  the  good  man  in  the  midst  of  his  family,  leading  their  devotion, 
on  a  lawn  surrounded  with  shnibs,  and  enlightened  by  the  beams  of  the 
moon,  is  particularly  interesting.  Mr.  Read  passes  a  great  part  of  his 
time  at  Algoa  Bay,  and  exercises  his  ministry  among  the  Knglibh  soldiers, 
who  are  stationed  at  that  place;  and  who  are  said  to  be  very  attentive  to 
bis  discourses.  Beside  this,  he  is  assiduously  engaged  in  the  instructio(i 
of  children,  whose  progress  in  reading  and  writing  is  very  satisfactory  ♦ 
*- Monsieur  Le  Moens,  the  commahdant  of  the  garrison,  manifcbts  very 
lugh  respect  for  them  both,  and  shews  them  every  kind  attention, 

From  the  Accounts  published  by  the  United  Brethren,  and  by  the  ^ 
3aptist  Mission  Society,  we  learn,  that  the  Missionary  work  goes  on  pros- 
perously \j\  various  parts  of  the  world ;  but  for  particulars  we  mu^t  refer 
to  those  Accounts,  and  to  our  Review  of  them  in  the  preceding  pages. 

By  an  extract  of  a  letter,  with  which  we  have  been  favoured,  from  Dr. 
Kogcrs,  of  Philadelphia,  dated  May  1 2,  x  803,  we  have  the  plea^^»re  to  learn 
that  4  very  comideiFabl^  revival  of  religion  prevails  in  tlutt  city )— ihac  the 

S  ji  ».  ' 
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Spirit  has  been  evidently  poured  frorn  on  high,  —  and  that  the  diiferent 
congregations  have  had  many  accessVons,  particulady,  the  Presbyterian 
church,  under  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  Mr,  Milledolar  ;  who  is  described 
as  a  young  man  much  esteemed  by  all  the  denominations,  and  zealously 
devoted  to  thecaube  of  God.  Dr.  Rogers  add*,  **  A  few  weeks  since, 
our  church  was  visited  by  an  extraordinary  black  man^,  from  Virginia,  the 
I^ev.  Jacob. Bishop,  a  reijularly  oidained  Baptist  minister,  aged  s^oM 
forty-seven.  He  appears  to  poNsess  astonishing  mental  pdwers,  and  great- 
piety.  His  deportment  humble  and  consistent,  his  principles  truly  ortho- 
'^  dox;  his  address  ready  and  energetic.  He  was  greatly  followed  and  dc. 
rtrvedly  admired  ;  so  that  we  see,  although  the  Ethiopian  cannot  change 
his  skin,  God  can  change  his  heart,  and  •*  speak  by  whom  he  will  speak." 


Circulating 

Welch  Charitif  Schook. 

Of  the  institution  and  plan  of 
these  schools,  we  gave  a  p^irticular 
account  in  our  Magazine  for  1798, 

P-**)'*3i-  ,      ,        ... 

From  a  report  lately  printed,  it 
appears  that  thirteen  teachers  arc 


now  employed,  and  that  566  chil- 
dren  are  instnicted;  the  whole  ex- 
penditure of  the  past  year  being 
little  more  than  lool.  Since  the 
commencement  of  this  excellent  in- 
stitution^  «;534  children  have  been 
taught  in  these  schools. — Subscrip- 
tions  arc  received  at  the  Banl^  of 
Glynn,  Mills,  and  Co.  London. 


ASSOCfATlONS. 


April  5,  1863,  the  West  Kent  , 
Association  held  their  Half-yearly 
Meeting  at  Maidstone,  for  the  En- 
couragement of 'Itinerant  preaching 
in  the  Villages  ;  when  the  accounts 
ivcre  stated,   and  an  enquiry  made 
into  the  state  of  the  places  where 
preaching  has  been  introduced  ;  and, 
ti-om  the  inrprmation  received,  there 
appears  to  be    ground    of    encou- 
ragement   to    pursue    the    object 
of    their    union.       The     itinerant 
preacher  employed  in  tliis  district 
teing  called  ip  serve  a-  particular 
church,  it  >\'as  resolved,   to  enquiie 
Jatter  another.  Mr.  Rogers^  of  Eyns- 
ford,  preached  on  Gal.  iv.  1$.  ;  and 
Mesfrs.  Beaufoy,  Slatlcrie,  Stauger, 
&c.  prayed.     The  next  Meeting  to 
be  held  at  Maidstone,  on  Tuesday, 
October  25;    to  meet  for  business 
in  the  forenoon  and  afternoon  ;  and 
a  sermqn  to  be  preached  in  the  even- 
iiig,  by  Mr.  Arnold. 

The  General  Meeting  of  the  So- 
merset Association  was  held  at 
Wellington,  May  25  Mr.  Magor, 
of  Glastonbury,  pi  cached  in  the 
morning,  from  Rev.  i.  6,  **And 
hath  niad<f  us  kings  and  priests ualo 
God;"  and  Messrs,  Harrington,  of 
Winslumj    Pittard,    of  Martockj 


and  Golding,  of  Pitminster,  filled 
up  the  other  parts  of  the  service,— 
In  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Small,  ot 
Axminster,  preached  from  i  Cor. 
i.  8.  **  Who  shall  also  confirm  yoa 
irnto  the  end,'*  ice.  Mr.  Hende. 
bourch,  jun.  (student)  and  Mr, 
Gale,  the  county  mist*ionary,  eiw 
gaged  in  prayer.  The  evaiing  scr- 
vice  was  begun  by  Mr.  Toiec,  of 
Taunton ;  when  Mr.  Priestley,  of 
Shepton  Mallet,  preached  froraActs 
xxviii.  15.  **  When  the  brcthitB 
heard  of  us,  they  came  to  meet  us,'* 
&c  ;  and  Mr.  Paul,  of  Castle  Gary, 
ofl'ered  up  tlie  concluding  prayer. 
The  next  General  Meeting  is  to  b« 
held  at  Bruton,  the  last  W^dncadaV 
in  May,  1S04.  Mr.  Pittard  ukL 
Mr.  Tyrcraan  to  preach. 

May  30  and  31,  was  hcl4  at  Oi« 
F08.D,  the  lirst  Annual  Meeting  ef 
the  Association  of  Baptist  Oagn)* 
gational  Ckurches  in.  this  and  the 
adjacent  counties.  The  Meeting 
was  very  numerously  attended ;  the 
accounts  of  the  general  state  of 
religion  were  encouraging;  and  the 
piimic  services  were  accompanied 
with  pleasing  tokens  of  the  DiviU 
Presence.  The  prescfaers  were  Mr. 
Colcsy  of  Bourtoa     Mr.  HoUowayi 
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bTR^ad^g;  and  Mr.  Philps,  an  in- 
tdependent  minister  of  N^wbvry* 
Their  subjects  wtre  Psalm  cxxxyii. 
'5,6.;  P2»a)rn cxxii.  3.;  i  Pet.  v,  5. 
The  next  association  i&  appointed  to 
beheld  at  Chipping- Norton,  Oxod. 
00  the  Monday  and  Tuesday,  in 
Whitsun  week,  1^04. 

June  1,  1803,  was  held  a  Meeting 
tof  ministers  at  the  Baptist  Meet- 
ing  iq  Wins  low,  Bucks,  Mr. 
Scraggs,  of  Buckingham,  began  in 
prayer;    Mr.  Reynolds,  of  Nash, 


preached  from,  Epli.  vh  ft;  ^1)4 
Mr.  Castkden,  of  Woboiim,  in 
Bedfordshire,  concluded  in  prayer. 
Mr.  Scraggs  preached  in  the  evqu 
ingy  from  Coi.  iii.  lo— The  meet- 
ing was  well  attended;  and  it  was  a 
pkasant,  and,  we  trust,  a  profitable 
season. 

'  The  Wilts  Association  hptd  thei* 
iiext  Half-yearly  Meeting  at  Tnu 
do- hill,  near  Fromc,  onTuesday^ 
the  26thof  July  next. 


ORDINATIONS. 


April  17,  Mr.  John  M*Gibh9n  was 
•et  apart  to  the  pastoral  office  over 
the  congregation  of  Protestant  Dis- 
senters, at  Hirdbubh,  Wilts.  Mr. 
Sedcole,  of  bwanage,  introduced 
the  service  by  prayer  and  reading 
the  Scriptures.  1  he  introductory 
discourse  was  delivered  by  Mr; 
Adams,  of  Salisbury,  who  asked 
the  questions  and  received  the  con- 
fession of  faith  J  Mr.  Weston,  of 
Sherborne,  offered  up  the  orxii na- 
tion prayer,  accompanied  with  the 
imposition  of  hands.  The  charge 
Was  delivered  by  Mr.  Bogue,  of 
Gosport,  from  John  iv.  3I. ;  Mr. 
Bennett,  of  Romsey,  presentcid  to 
God  the  intercessory  prayer.  The 
charge  to  the  people  was  delivered 
by  Mr.  Cox,  of  Fareham,  from 
J  Thes.  V.  12^15.  The  ;services 
were  closed  by  the  supplications  of 
Mr.  Williams,  of  Wincanton.  The 
congregation  reassembled  in  the 
evening.  Mr.  Bogue  prayed  5  Mr. 
Bennett  preached  from  Luke  vtii* 
f  8. ;  and  Mr.  Pencil,  of  Mere,  closed 
the  day  by  prayer. 

The  pceoedlng  evening,  Mr. 
Loader,  of  Fording-bridgc,  preach- 
ed from  Ezek.  xxxvi.  37. ;  and  Mr. 
Morren,  of  Shaftsbury  ;  and  Mr. 
Bannister,  of  Wareham,  prayed. 

Since  the  death  of  the  Rev.  WiL 
liiua  Arioitage  f,  the  church  assem- 
Wing  in  C&eon  -  street,  Chester, 
has  been  destitute  of  a  stated  pas. 
lor*  tili  Uke  recent  choice  of  che 


Rev.  Ebenezer  White.  This  unio& 
was  publicly  recognized.  May  19. 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Warrington,  intro- 
duced the  service  by  prayer  and 
reading  appropriate  portions  of 
Scripture;  Mr.  Ralph,  of  Liver- 
pool, prayed  the  general  prayer; 
{4r.  Ro()y,  of  Manchester,  delivev^  ^ 
ed  a  discourse  Irom  2  Cor.  iv.  5.$^ 
and  Mr.  Lewis,  of  Wrexham,^ 
preached  to  the  people^  from  PhiL 
li.  29.-^  In  the  evening,  a  double 
lecture  was  preached  by  Mr.  Duvies. 
gf  "Liverpool,  from  Mat.  v.  S. ;  and 
Mr;  Ralph,  from  Gal.  iii.  21,  22.  ; 
Mr.  Williams,  ofNorthwicli,  con* 
eluded  the  services  with  prayer. 

June  1,  the  Rev.  %  Dawson  wat 
ordained  to  the  pastoral  office  of  the- 
church  of  Christ,  aft  Dudley,  Wor- 
cestershire, when  the  following  mi- 
nisters were  engaged  in  the  different' 
parts  of  the  service :  Mr.  G.  Elliott, 
of  Coventry,  introduced  the  service 
by  prayer  And  reading  the  Scrip-, 
tures  ;  Mr.  Ob.  Benneu,  of  Ather* 
stone,  stated  the  pkm  of  a  gospeL 
church,  and  asked  the  usual  ques- 
tions; Mr.  T.  Grove,  of  Wal  sal, 
oftereti  up  the^rdiiiation  prayer; 
Mr.  J.  Moodyj  o{  Warwick,  gave 
the  charge  ;  Mr.  J.  Brewer,  of  Bir- 
mingham,  preached. 

June  8,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hitchin 
was  ordained  to  the  pastoral  office, 
at  Bromstone,  Staffordshire,  wlicn 
the  following  ministers  were  engag- 
ed :  Messrs.Chester,  Wilson,  Burder, 
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Moseky,  WllliamSy  and  Srssons. 
A  church  is  i^ow  formed  and  settled 
in  a  place,  which,  being  very  dis- 
tant from  ail  the  means  of  grace, 
V  was,  a  few  years  ago,  remarkably 
ignorant  and  profligate. 

In  the  evenhig  of  the  same  day, 
a  new  chapel  was  opened  at  New. 
port,  in  Shropshire,  the  former  be- 
ing obligedr  to  be  pulled  down, 
jpart  of  the  same  ministers  engaged. 

April  8,  i8ojl  In  the  afternoon, 
a  small  church  of  the  particular 
Baptist  denomination,  was  formed 
at  Camb^well,  near  London.  In 
the  evening  there  was  a  public 
meeting ;  at  which  several  ministers 
from  London  were  present,  to  recog- 
nize and  improve  the  important 
union •    Mr.  Carr,  who  has  statedly 


supplied  the^  people  for  Some*  time^ 
havmg  accepted  the  call  of  this  is. 
fant  church,  was,  on  the  >isi  of 
June,  solemnly  set  apart  by  imposi- 
tion of  hands.  The  service  was  in- 
troduced by  Mr.  Gray  (assistant  to 
Mr.  Booth)  who- read  a  portion  of 
Scriptures  and  prayer;  Mr.  Thomas 
Thomas  stated  the  nature  of  ordina. 
tion,  and  asked  th«  usual  questions; 
Mr.  Carr  then  delivered  an  account 
of  his  religious  sentiments;  l)r» 
Jenkins,  of  Walworth,  prayed  the 
ordination -prayer,  and  addressed 
the  pastor,  trom  Acts  xx.  27;  Mn 
Coxnead,  of  Wild-street,  prayed; 
Mr.  Upton,  of  Blackfriars,  pleached 
to  the  people,  from  i  Peter  v.  10. ; 
and  Mr.  Ready,  of  Peckham|  con. 
eluded  with  prayer. 


CHAPELS  OPENED. 


Jan.  4,  1803,  was  opened  Be- 
thcsda  chapel,  Uvcrfool,  a  new  and 
commodious  place  of  worship,  erect* 
ed  by  the  ^Independent  congregation 
under  the  Rev.  John  Ralph,  late  of 
Cleck  Heaton,  Yorkshire.  Three 
sermons  were  preached  by  the  Rev. 
P.  S.  Charrier,  W.  Roby,  and  S. 
Bradley,  of  Manchester,  from  Ps. 
3tc.  16. i  Phil.  i.  17.;  and  I  Cor.  xii. 
17. ;  Massrs.  Johnstone,  Davies, 
Sharp,  Bruce,  and  Alexander,  en- 
gaged in  prayer  in  the  different  &er<« 
vices. 

A  private  house  was  opened  for 
preaching,  in  the  ancient  town  of 
CarfeCastU^  on  the  20th  of  January 
last,  by  Mr.  Banister,  of  Wareham. 
Mr.  Sedcole  pf  Swanage,  and  Mr. 
Banister,  have  engaged  to  preach 
there  altem«itely,  every  fortnight. 

May  5,  1803. — A  neat  and  com- 
modious  place  of  worship  was  open, 
cd  at  Cross^treet,  near  Manchester. 


In  the  morning,  Mr.  Hanforth,  ol 
Gatley,  introduced  the  service  by 
reading  the  Scriptures,  and  by 
prayer ;  and  Mr.  Bradley,  of  Man. 
Chester,  preached  from  Ps.  Ixxxix. 
15.— In  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Theo- 
dosius,  of  New  Windsor,  near  Man- 
chester, prayed ;  and  Mr.  Roby 
preached  from  Ps.  cxviii.  25.— A 
chapel  was  very  much  wanted  in 
this  populous  village ;  and  there  is 
a  pleasing  prospect  of  usefulness. 

We  have  the  pleasure  to  bear, 
that  the  chapel  at  Inj^nmouth,  De- 
von, built  by  the  late  Rev.  Mr, 
Holnies,  of  Exeter,  is  ajgain  opened 
for  public  worship,  after  having 
been  shut  up  for  a  considerable 
time.  The  people  are  now  farourcd 
with  a  regulai'  minister,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Trap  ;  and  we  hope  the  great 
Head  of  the  church  will  be  pleased 
to  bless  his  labours  in  that  place  o( 
genteel  resort. 


DOxMESTIC  INTELLIGENCE, 


Wi  are  very  much  concerned  to 
learn  ihat  an  Act  of  A^icnibly  has 
been  passed  in- Jamaica,  wiiich  sub- 
jects  all  persons  **  not  qualified  ac» 
cording  to  the  laws*'  in  that  island, 
and  who  shall  <*  presume  to  preach 


and  teach  in  any  meeting  or  assem^ 
bly  of  negroes,  or  people  of  co- 
lour," to  be  *•  deemed  and  taken  to 
be  rogues  and  vagabonds;"  and 
accordingly,  such  arc  liable  to  be 
appreheadcd  and  committed  x6  thC 
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common  gaol ;  and  upou^tonviction 
before  three  lUagistratcs,  ni2ly  be 
«  committed  to  the  workhouse, 
there  to  be  kept  to  hard  labour ; 
for  the  first  offence  one  month,  and 
for  every  subsequent  otfence»  six 
monthscach.**  — If  asiave,  tiie  pe- 
nalty for  the  first  olfence  is  the  same, 
and  for  each  succeeding  one  z,  public 
fio^ing\  —  if  a  white,  to  suffer  such 
puoishmenc  as  the  '<  court  shall  ste 
p  to/Ttfiict,  not  extending  to  life.**— 
Pained  as  we  are  by  this  infonruu 
tion,  we  feel  confident  in  the  guar- 
dian care  of  Providence  ;  ana  are 
persuaded  that  no  Prince  of  the 
House  of  Brunswick  will  sanction 
any  laws  which  tend  to  rekindle  the 
flames  of  religious  persecution. 

April  29th,  the  Bishop  of  Lon- 
don held  a  visitation  of  the  clergy 
at  St.  Martin's  Church,  where  a 
Setmoo  was  preached  by  the  Rev. 
Gerrard  Andrews,  rector  "of  St. 
James's,  Westminster,  from  Rom. 
xl  13.  **  I  magnify  mine  office  :" 
aft^r  which  his  Lordship  delivered 
a  charge  to  the  clergy. 

On  Sunday  afternoon,  May  15, 
Mr.  Frey,  a  converted  Jew,  now 
under  the  tuition  of  Mr.  Bo^ue,  for 
misMonary  labours,  preached  a  ser- 
mon to  the  Jews  at  Sion  Chapel,  from 
Gen.  xiii.8.  *' And  Abraham  said 
unto  Lot,  let  there  be  no  strife,  I 
pray  t^ce,  between  me  and  thee,&:c. 
for  we  be  brethren.'*  The  texts  re- 
ferred to  in  the  discourse,  were  first 
recited  in  Hebrew,  and  then  in  En- 
glish.. A  prodigious  congregation 
was  eoUected,  among  whom  were 
obs6rve4  about  two  hundred  of 
the  children  of  Abcaham.  After 
the  sermon,  several  of  them  came 
into  the  vestry,  and  spoke  in  a 
frienc^  mamier  to  the  preacher. 

Tuesday  morning,  May  31st,  the 
Rev.  Richard  Cecil,  A.  M.  preach, 
cd  before  tJie  Society  for  Missions 
to  Africa  and  the  East,  at  Black- 
friar's  Church,  from  Isaiah  xi,  3. 
1"  Prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  Lord." 
The  moral  state  of  the  heathen, 
the  rfeeans,  which  it  is  our  duty  as 
Christians  to  use  for  their  salvation, 
aad  the  motives  to  stimulate  us-  to 
the  use  of  such  means  with  energy 
«n4  fervour,  formed  thfe  leading 
branches  of  his  discourse.  In  de- 
ttnc^ting  the  chanccer  •£  a  Mis* 


sionary  called  and  tent  of  God,  Mr, 
Cecil  paid  an  honourable  tribute  t9 
the  memory  of  the  late  venerable 
Mr.  Swart:&,  the  Danish  Missionary, 
who  died  in  India,  Feb.  13,  1798. 
—  The  church  was  well  filled,  and 
many  evangelical  clergymen  and 
dissenting  ministers  were  present. 

The  Rev.  W.  B,  Williams,  late 
Curate  of  High  Wycomb,  succeeds 
Mr.  Eyre,  as  Minister  of  HOinerton 
chapel. 

The  Rev.  Watts  Wilkinson, 
chaplain  to  the  Haberdashers' Alms- 
houses at  Hoxton,  is  appointed,  by 
the  Haberdashers'  company,  to  the 
Lectureship  of -St.  Bartholomew  be- 
hind the  Royal  Exchange,  vacant 
by  the  death  of  the  late  Dr.  Finch. 

It  is  a  circumstance  worthy  of 
general  notice,  and  peculiarly  en- 
couraging to  the  ministers  of  the 
gospel,  that,  of  late  years,  a  gc-  • 
ntjrous  attention  has  been  shewn  by 
the  British  churches  to  the  widows 
and  families  of  deceased  pastors. 
In  addition  to  former  instances  of 
this  kind,  it  is  with  pleasure  we  re- 
cord, that  the  sum  of  162 1 1,  has  been 
raised  by  the  congregation  anA 
friends  of  the  late  Mr.  Maurice,  of 
Fetter  Lane,  London,  for  the  use  of 
his  family. 

The  death  of  the  Rev,  Mr. 
Newell  (mentioned  in  our  Obitu* 
ary)  who  has  left  a  widow  and  three 
children,  totally  unprovided  for, 
will  ^ive  another  opportunity  to  tlie 
religwus  public,  wIm),  we  trust, 
<«  are  not  weary  in  well-doing,"  to 
testify  their  regard  to  the  Lord  Je- 
sus, by  their  kindness  to  the  be- 
reaved and  distressed  family,  of  one 
of  his  most  humble  and  faithful 
ministers.  Benefactions,  we  under- 
stand, will  be  received  by  O.  Old- 
ham^ Esq.  of  Brook.House,  HoU 
born  i  and  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wilks, 
of  Old.street  Road. 

The  Rev.  George  Border,  late  of 
Coventry,  is  removed  to  London, 
having  been  recently  chosen  Se- 
cretary to  the  Missionary  Society, 
and  final  Editor  of  this  Magazine, 
instead  of  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Eyre. 
He  has  also  acccj5tcd  an  unanU 
mous  call  from  the  church,  -late 
under  the  pastoral  care  of  Mi, 
Maurice,  above  mentioned. 
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i 


This  ^ai     die    Mgh  c»m  mand:  Gd  ftnh^  ail     n»-<ion«  teich  Tfce 


^ 


ii'i^.rn 


^ 


i 


23d 


H^tfi;i^J1^^i;JtKl=1lffi^ 


gos  -  -pel      ftee    ©f Christ  yowi  LotU  i  To  ct*  -  ry       ere*  -  mre    preich. 


^^^^^^ 


-Qr 


TbBt  yc  shtmld  fine  repair 
T«>5nooh-bdov'd  Jcrwaffem, 
.   AiW  ipy  gfwt  grace  declare.'* 
ines«i*d  Fticrtd  of  gdilrymaft  ! 

And  can  tt  evier  be^ 
^Ptiac  mercy  even  m  wt  oxtcnrf 
'    T*tkoK  who  murder'd  thee  ( 

¥<l8  i-^  ft>r  the  tAandate  !««->« 
i    *<  See  Aai  ye  first  leptir 
f^.tnoch^Tjeiwr'd  Jemsakm, 
•    /knd  ii>y  jrcat  gra««  dccUrc*'*— * 

THE  LORD'S  PRAYER. 
Oct  Fatheir,  (iod  I  wlio  art  m  Hcav'n, 
To  thy  'great  name,  be  rev'rcnoe  giv'n  I 
^Iry  ^ceful  kingdom  wide  extend  ; 
Atod  reign,  O  Lord,  till  time  shall  end !  ; 
Yhy  sacred  tvill  on  earth  he  done, 
As  *tis  by  angels  round  thy  throne  | 
ift.nd  let  us  ev"ry  day  be  fed 
With  earthly,  r.nd  with  beat*nly,  bread. 

Otrt"  sins  forgive,  and  teach  ujrthus 
Yo  pardon  those  who  infore  ««. 
^)«r  Shield  4n  all  tempmtions  prove. 
And  cv'ry^vil  far, remove.  ' 

Tliine  is  the  kingdom  to  contronl. 
And  ihine  the  pow'r  to  wave  dje  aoiil  j 
Gre^  be<be  glory  of  thy  reign  ; 
Let  ev'ry  creature  4ay,  Anwa  f 

Nemo 


ON  THE  PROSPECT  OF  DYING. 

At  ihy  command  I  meekly  yield 

My  body  to  ihe  dust : 
Jesus  I  I  trust  in  thee  alone, 

Aud  know  in  whom'  I  irust« 


Ah  1  Lord,  metbinks  'tis  Strang 

That  ^vour  shoald  be  s!sewa 
To  the  buB  Jews  !-^  and  yet  tke^  a 

1  too  "have  often  pjone  1 
They  pifcrcM  (with  cruel  hate) 

Thy  bands,  and  feet,  and  side^ 
And  10  have  I,  and  could,  wiih  tfatfliy 

Thy  dying  groans  derickf  1 

Then  wond'rous Jesus!  w^T 

"Did  I  thy  mercy  know  ? 
.For  thh  sole  reason, —  Sov*iei^  Guoe 

Decreed  it  iKoaJd  be  so. 


FIk  thou  t*e  time  (the  time  is-  fixM 

In  the  divine  decree)  ;     •    f 
Call  wiu^n  the  time  is  iidly  cofltr^ 

And  1  will  answer  thee. 

My  fle^  and  soul  to  l^ee  Tv^e  ^*m. 

In  their  united  state : 
Aad  is  it  mote  to  trust  thee.  Lord, 

With  each  whea  separate  ? 
2  claim  thy  promise  here  below. 

To  dwell  on  earth  wi^h  roe  : 
€hftll  I  not  trust  the  -word  th^  ssyt ^ 

f<  \V  hece  I  am  tho^  jshalt  i>e  f " 

Thy^rious  angels  stood  ^rcpar*^ 

Soon  as  the  beggar  dy*d. 
His  parting  spirit  to  coiwey 

To  Faiihful  Abr*am*s  side. 

Those  morning  stars  thro*  all  my  mvf 

Have  bcctv  my  daily  ward  : 
And  will  they  not,  when  loo^'d  iitua  dij^. 

Convey  me  to  my  Lord  ? 

t)  glorious  faith  !  that  beacs  the«Nil 

Above  desponding  fearj 
Laboring  to  reach  the  hcav'uly  foa^ 

And  panting  to  be  (here. 

J.W 


Printed  hy  G.  Auld,  Greviik  Street,  Londothgle 
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^      MEMOIR 

OF 

TH£  late  rev.  JOHN  erskine,  d.b. 


If  honourable  birth  and  personal  endowments, — if  amiable 
manners  and  extensive  benevolence,  — if  early  and  exemplary 
piety  and  unreimtted  zeal,  during  a  long  artd  laborious  lire  ;  -— 
if  ajiy,  ot  all  these  qualities  combined^  can  give  weight  and 
hitcrest  to  chaiacLcr,  Dr.  John  Erskine  must  be  ranked  among 
the  most 'eminent  j)ersons  of'tjie  age  in  which*  he  lived. 

This  excellent  man  was  descended  I'roin  two  of  the  most  an- 
cient houses  in  the  peerage  of  Scotland  ;  and  hfs  nearest  rela- 
tions belong  to  some  of  the  most  distinguished  and  respectable 
families  of  that  country.  His  father,  Mr  Erskine  of  Carnock, 
who  will  always  be  mentioned  as  a  man  of  superior  worth  and 
eminent  talents,  was  an  advocate"  at  the  Scotch  bar;  and,  for 
sometime.  Professor  of  Scotch  Law  in  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh. His  "  Institutes  of,  the  Law  of  Scotland,*'  in  five  folio 
volumes,  as  a  book  of  authority  and  of  profound  information, 
is  well  kriown  to  have  placed  his  name  among  lawyers  of  Uie 
first  rank. 

Dr.  Erskine  was  the  dde^t  son  of  this  respectable  mart  ;  and 
•^ill  be  allowed  to  have  added,  in  no  small  degree,  to  the'  honour 
ofhistamily.  His  nobie  soul  animated  a  feeble  and  slender 
body;  and  yet,  through  the  goodness^  of  Providence  to  th« 
church,  and  to  the  world,  he  was  enabled  to  sustain  many  se- 
vere shocks  of  adversity  ;  and  w^as  preserved,  with  his  faculties 
unimpaired,  till  he  hacl  outlived  almost  all  his  contemporaries. 

His  original  talents  were  far  beyond  the  ordinary  standard, 
flewasdistinguished  by  the  unusual  extent  and  comprehension 
of  his  undeiFStanding  ;  by  the  acuteness,  the  accuracy,  and  th« 
perspicuity  of  his  reasonings,  and  by  the  general  clearness  and 
solidity  of  his  judgment. 

Dr.  Erskine  feared  God  from  his  earliest  youth.  Even  when 
«t  school,  though  he  excelled  as  a  scholar^  he  bad  a  settled 
*    XI.  T  t      •  . 
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delight  in  the  duties  of  devotion>  and  in  reading  and  stodyin^ 
the  word  of  God  ;  and  as  it  points  out  the  tendency  of  his 
jnind,  it  is  not  nnimportant  to  mentiorij  that,  in  these  fafouritc 
exercises  he  w^s  frequently  employed,  while  bis  class-fellows 
were  engaged  in  their  youthful  amusements. 

In  choosing  the  ministry  of  the  gospel  as  tlie  profession  in 
which  he  was  ambitious  to  employ  the  talents  which  God  had 

fiven  him,  it  was  manifest,  that  nis  motives  were  of  the  purest 
ind  ;  and  that  he  sought  not  the  a^Tantages  of  this  world,  bat 
*^  the  profit  of  many,  that  they  might  be  saved."  This  choice 
dfol  M$t  at  first  meet  the  views  of  seme  ^  his  respectable  r^ 
tions.  They  recommended  to  him  the  study  and  profession  of 
law,  as  more  suitable  to  his  rank  in  life,  and  as  opening  to  him 
a  surer  prospect  of  acquiring  the  distinctions  to  whicn  it  en- 
titled him.  To  enlarge  bis  stock  of  knowledge,  as  well  as  to 
gratify  their  wishes,  he  submitted  to  receive  an  education  for 
the  Bar;  and,  there  is  no  doubt,  that,  from  this  circumstance, 
be  derived  considerable  advantages^  of  which  be  avaik4  him- 
self through  life. 

But  theology  was  all  along  his  favourite  study.  He  adhered 
firmly  to  his  purpose,  unshaken  by  the  view  of  any  worldly  dis- 
advantage he  could  sustain  by  means  of  it ;  and  when  he  ob* 
tained  a  licence  to  pre$K;h  the  gospel,  which  was  in  174%  out 
of  the  first  texts  from  which  he  preached,  was  this,  *'  I  had  ra- 
ther be  a  door-keeper  in  the  house  of  ray  God,  than  dwell  in 
the  tents  of  wickedness."  He  was  full  of  this  sentiment,  and 
never  departed  from  it ;  persuaded,  not  merely  that  true  rcli- 

fion  is  the  only  source  of  substantial  and  permauent  enjoyaieBt, 
at  that  the  meanest  office  of  usefulness  in  the  church  of  God, 
is  in  itself  highly  honourable;  and  that,  in  respect  of  dignity, 
of  utility,  ana  of  personal  satisfaction,  the  ministerial  function, 
rightly  dischargecl,  is  to  be  placed  above  tlie  most  splendid  iie- 
cuiar  employments. 

He  was  ordained  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  and  became  minis- 
ter of  the  parish  of  Kirkintilloch  in  J  744,  In  1763,  he  was 
translated  to  the  borough  of  Culioss ;  and  was  brought  from 
thence  to  Edinburgh  in  1758,  where  he  was  appointed  minister 
of  the-New  Greyfriars  church,  and  afterward  of  the  Old  Grey-, 
friars,  in  conjunction  with  the  celebrated  Dr.  UobertsoUj  who 
had  been  his  fellow-student. 

At  these  different  places  he  enjoyed  the  esteem  and  afie<> 
tipns  of  hi^  people.  They  were  proud  of  having  a  man  of  his 
rank,  piety,^  and  learning  for  their  minister ;  and  deeply  hr 
mented  his  removal  from  them.  They  were  delighted  and  im- 
proved by  his  instructions  in  public  and  in  private ;  and  the 
poor  and  distressed,  of  every  condition,  who  had  been  relieved 
by  his  c'larity,  or  consoled  by  his  sympathy  and  advice,  loved 
him  sincere!^-  ;'and  long  after  spoke  of  him  wilh  gratitude  and 
respect.     His  attention  to  the  duties  of  tde  pastoral  office  w»^ 
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«xmip1ary ;  and  such  aa  could  DQt  but  secure  the  attachment 
of  a  discerning  people.  He  was  ever  ready  to  assist  them 
with  his  counsel:— be  grudj^ed  no  time^  and  declined  no 
labour  that  could  be  employed  in  their  service. 

No  naan  had  a  keener  relish  for  the  pleasures  of  conversation  ; 
but  in  these  he  did  not  indulge^  considering  his  time  as  the  pro- 
perty of  his  hearers.  At  college  he  had  made  great  attainmentf 
in  classical  learning  ;  and  cave  proofs  of  a  capacity  formed  to 
excel  in  the  walks  either  of  Literature  or  of  Science.  Tiirougli 
the  whole  of  his  life,  he  retained  a  fondness  for  these  pleasing 
studies  ;  but  he  never  suflfered  his  pursuit  of  them  to  interfere 
with  employments  of  a  nobler  and  more  important  nature.  He 
withdrew  from  company  to  his  closet,  not  to  enrich  his  mind 
with  the  stores  of  ancient  wisdom,  or  to  extend  his  fame  by  pro- 
ductions on  subjects  of  taste  and  genius,  —  but  to  edify  the 
church  with  works  of  piety,  and  '*  to  bring  forth,  out  of  his 
treasure,  things  new.  and  old,"  for  the  benefit  of  them  that 
heard  him. 

Whilst  he  faithfully  discharged  the  laborious  duties  of  the 
ministerial  office,  he  was  not  negligent  of  literary  studies.  They 
were  not  permitted  to  engross  much  of  his  time ;  but  they  did 
not  pass  without  a  proportionable  share  of  regard.  Of  this, 
jnany  pr(M)fs  might  be  given.  We  shall,  however,  only  mention 
two :  —  the  first  is.  That  no  books  of  merit,  either  on  the  sub- 
ject of  literature  or  science,  were  published,  ^(hich  he  did  not 
read ;  and,  that  as  he  obtained  the  earliest  information  of  the 
state  of  knowledge  abroad,  so  many  foreigners,  of  eminence  for 
their  piety  and  learning,  were  indebted  to  him  for  copies  of  new 
and  valuable  British  works,  of  whose  existence  they  often  re- 
ceived the  first  intimation  by  tfie  arrival  of  his  present.  But, 
besides  this  fact,  we  have  another  evidence  of  the  same  truth, 
.equally  indubitable,  and  not  less  to  the  Doctor's  ht>nour ; 
namely,  his  own  publications.  Between  1742,  the  year  in  which 
he  was  licensed,  and  1708>  the  year  in  which  his  sermons  ap- 
peared, the  literature  of  Scotland  had  suffered  a  complete  re- 
volution. )n  nothing  was  the  change  more  apparent  than  in 
the  manner  in  which  the  servipes  of  the  pulpit  were  conducted. 
Atlhe  former  period,  sermons  abounded  with  diffuse  illusira-  < 
tions ;  and  were  disgraced  by  colloquial  phrases,  and  vulgar 
provincialisms.  In  these  later  years,  pulpit-composition  hat 
attained  a  dignity  and  elegance,  of  which  our  forefathers 
had  no  conception.  Whoever,  therefore,  reatU  tlie  Discourses 
of  Dr.  Erskine,  which,  in  purity  and  energy  of  style,  no  less 
ihan  in  precision  of  thought  and  originality  of  sentiment,  may 
challenge  a  comparison  with  any  contemporary  sermons*,  must 
))e  sensible  that  their  author,  whose  education  had  been  com- 
pleted sixty  years  before  their  publication,  must  have  paid  no 
(ponton  attention  to  literary  com^iosition,  who  could  watch  the 


♦  §ec  our  Review  of  them,  Vol,  X.  p.  68. 
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variations  of  taste,  keep  pace  with  its  hnprovem^nts,  and  adapt 
his  productions  to  the  style  of  the  day.  Such  must  be  the  in- 
ference of  every  one  who  examines  the  work  in  question.  But 
this  conclusion^  honourable  as  it  is  to  his  memory,  is  short  of 
the  truth. 

To  his  praise,  let  it  be  subjoined,  tliat  he  did  not  servilely 
inaitate  the  refinements  of  others,  or  allow  hinoself  to  be  passivel^ 
borne  along  with  the  stream  of  fashion.  His  labours  conm- 
buted  to  accomplish  that  revolution  to  which  we  have  just  now 
alluded,  aud  to  form  that  standard  which  we  admire.  He  in- 
deed had  nobler  objects  in  view  than  the  bare  information  of 
the  literary  taste  of  his  countrvmen.  But  he  was  not,  however, 
by  any  means  indifferent  to  this  object.  In  the  detached  ser- 
mons which  he  printed  when  a  country-clergyman,  there  was  a 
propriety  and  correctness  which  had  never  been  exhihited  in 
any  religious  productions  of  North  Britain,  and  which  was 
scarcely  surpassed  in  the  Englisn  language  at  that  time.  His 
Theological  Dissertations,  which  appeared  so  early  as  1 765,  con- 
tain several  masterly  disouisiiions  on  some  highly  interesting 
branches  of  Divinity,  Tne  subjects  indeed  did  not  admit  a  dis- 
play of  eloquence ;  but  throughout  the  whole,  he  has  shewn  ' 
great  soundness  of  judgment,  as  well  as  an  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  and,  history  of  the  Christian- 
church. 

Indeed,  as  we  have  already  hinted,  w'hh  him,  Learning  was 
only  the  handttiaid  of  Religion.  He  gave  the  latter  the  first 
place  in  his  regard;  and  cultivated  other  pursuits  only  so  far 
as  they  qualiHed  him  for  the  more  competent  discharge  of  his 
pastoral  functions,  and  enabled  him  to  promote,  with  greater 
success,  the  eternal  interests  of  m3n.  These  were  the  objects, 
towards  the  accojnplishment  of  which,  he  directed  every  power 
of  his  mind  ;  anil  nothing  on  earth  ever  gave  him  purer  satis- 
faction, than  to  see  the  salutary  effects  of  his  own  ministrations, 
or  to  hear  of  the  progress  of  religion  in  foreign  parts.  About 
the  time  that  he  obtained  licence,  a  remarkable  concern  forre* 
ligion  had  appeared  in  the  States  of  North  America.  To  ob- 
tmi  the  most  early  and  authentic  intelligence  relative  to  that 
great  event,  he  commenced  a  correspondence  with  the princi- 
pftl  agents  in  that  affair.  Nor  was  his  epistolary  intercourse 
confined  to  American  Divines.  He  soon  established  a  commu-. 
nlcation  with  several  men  of  distinguished  piety  on  the  conti- 
nent. This  correspondence,  which  he  assiduously  cultivated 
during  the  whole  of  his  long  and  laborious  life,  was  at  last  car- 
ried on  with  many  of  the  successors  in  the  third  and  fourth  ge- 
neration, from  his  first  correspondents.  Besides  requiring  much 
time  tp  answer  the  numerous  letters  he  received  from  abroad,  liis 
acquaintance  with  foreigners  multiplied  his  labours  in  another 
respect.  In  consequence  of  having  thus  rendered  himself  so 
extensively  knowo^  and  of  his  general  character  being  so  bigb| 
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Ihe  friends  of  many  eminent  deceased  divines,  were  solicitous  t^ 
put  the  manuflcripts  of  their  relations,  which  bad  been  intended 
for  the  press,  into  his  hands.  The  trouble  which  altf^nded  tlie  i^e- 
\isal  and  correction  of  many  of  these  publications,  was  im- 
mense. But  his  active  and  benevolent  spirit  shunned  no  toil 
that  promised  to  be  productive  of  general  good.  To  his  volun- 
tary labours  in  this  way,  the  religious  world  is  indebted  for  tte 
greater  part  of  the  works  of  Presidents  Edwards  and  Dickenson, 
ofStodart,  andof  Fraser  t>i  Alness. 

Such  was  his  desire  to  obtain  information  of  the  state  of  reli- 
gion, morality,  and  learning,  that,  besides  this  correspondence 
with  foreigners,  which  he  had  e\rly established,  and  constantly 
maintained  ;  at  a  very  advanced  period  of  hfe,  by  his  own  pri- 
vate application,  he  made  himself  master  of  the  Dutch  anfl 
German  Jangnages.  These  o[.ened  to  him  treasures  of  which 
he  had  hitherto  but  little  knowledge.  The  fruit*  of  his  la- 
boars  in  these  fields,  soon  appeared  in  the  first  volume  ctf 
"  Sketches  and  tfints  of  Church  History,  and  Theological  Gon- 
trovcrsy,  chiefly  translated,  or  abridged  from  Modern  Foreigii 
Writers,  Edinbmgh,  I7y0."  A  second  volume  was  pubhshed 
in  1797.  These  volumes  contain  the  most  extensive,  interest* 
ing,  and  authentic  information  respecting  the  state  of  religion 
on  the  continent,  which  has  of  late  been  presented  to  theChristian 
world.  When  the  last  volume  appeared,  the  times  were  pecu- 
liarly eventful-  The  nations  of  Europe  wore  convulsed,  and 
ruin  w(is  threatened  to  every  ancient  institution,  relic'ions  or  po- 
litical. Men  saw  with  terror  the  progress  of  revolutionary  prin- 
ciples* But  while  they  contemplated  with  astonishment  the. 
events  of  the  past,  and  the  horrors  of  the  present,  they  were  in- 
sensible to  half  their  danger.  A  plan  had  been  formed,  and 
matured  in  secret,  for  the  subversion  of  religion,  and  for  x\tt 
overthrow  of  the  political  establishments  of  Europe.  Dr.  Ei'- 
skine,  in  his  Researches  into  the  State  of  Religion  and  Morals  on 
the  Continent,  detected  the  existence  of  this  liorrid  association, 
and  was  the  first  that  gave  the  alarm  to  his  countrymen  *•  Pro- 
fessor Robison  and  Abbe  Barruel,  soon  after  investigated  iti 
rise  and  progress,  and  unfolded  its  designs.  Their  patriotic  la- 
bours were  not  in  vain.  Many  good  men,  imposed  on  by  the 
specious  appearance  it  assumed,  who  were  ready  to  give  it  their 
support,  were  thus  recalled  to  a  sense  of  reason  and  duty;  and 
a  thoughtless  multitude,  who,  though  not  destitute  of  natural 
conscience,  are  ever  fond  of  change,  shrunk  with  horror  from 

,  their  wisVies,  when  they  saw  the  principles  of  that  new  system 
of  politics  and  religion  completely  developed,  which  they  were 
about  to  substitute  in  place  of  the  old  one*  When,  in  conse*- 
quence  of  this  disclosure,  the  effects  of  these  dark  designs  were 
averted,  and  reason  and  order  in  these  latter  years  prevailedp 

•  Pre&cc  tQ  Skctclics,  voU  a*  p.  €y  7,  S« 
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thelieartof  the  good  old  man^  who  loved  his>4%ligionj  andwlio 
had  studied  aiul  admit ed  the  Britisl)  constitution,  overflowed 
with  gratitude  and  joy.  Ever  after,  he  reflected  with  satisfac- 
tion on  his  having  contributed  to  sftve  the  nation  from  sucii 
.  calamity,  and  to  preserve  her  present  privileges. 

His  zeal  to  advance  the  interests  of  religious  trnths,  led  bin 
likewise  to  take  a  principal  share  in  the  business  of  the  Society 
ia  Scotland  for  propagating  Christian  Knowledge^  of  which,  so 
long  as  his  strength  remained,  he  was  an  active  arid  useful 
^ifcmber.  VV  hen,  Uiroogh  the  infirmities  of  age,  he  was  unable 
to  attend  its  meetings,  such  was  the  confidence  which  the  di- 
rectors had  in  his  infornaation  and  judgment,  that  when  any 
difficulty  occurred  in  the  management  of  its  affoirs,  they  were 
in  the  liabtt  of  consulting  him  at  his  own  house. 

His  feeble  bodily  constitution  soon  felt  the'  approach  of  old 
age.  For  many  ycfirs  past,  his  appearance  was  that  of  a  man 
whose  strength  was  gone.  For  several  winters  he  had  beea 
unable  to  preach  regularly  ;  and  for  the  last  thirteen  n^ontba  of 
his  life,  he  had  not  preached  at  all.  Before  he  was  entirely  laid 
aside  from  public  duty,  his  voice  was  become  too  weak  to  be 
<listinctly  heard  by  his  congregation.  Still,  however,  the  viva- 
city of  his  look,  and  the  energy  of  his  manner,  bespoke  the 
warmth  of  his  heart,  and  the  vigour  of  his  mind.  His  mental 
fiicultics  remained  unaffected  by  his  bodily  decay*  His  memory 
was  as  ready,  his  judgment  as  acute,  his  imagination  as  lively, 
and  bis  inclination  for  study  as  strong  as  in  his  youthful  years. 
To  the  last  hours  of  his  being,  he  wns  busily  employed  in  those 
pursiiits  which  were  the  business  and  pleasure  of  his  life..  Since 
-1801,  lie  had  published  five  numbers  of  a  kind  of  periodical 
famphlet,  entitled  "  Religious  Intelligence  from  Abroad ;"  aod 
«n  the  week  before  his  death,,  he  sent  his  bookseller  notice,  that 
he  had  collected  materials  for  another  number.  His  great  mo- 
desty and  diffidence  in  his  own  talents,  rendered  him  averse  to 
.publishing  much  of  his  own,  while  he  wxtsi  ever  ready  to  briof 
forward  the  works  of  others.  The  public  regretted  that  he 
.spent  his  tiine  in  labours  of  this  kind ;  and  his  friends  remok- 
strated  against  the  impropriety  of  his  depriving  the  world  of  the 
benefit  of  his  own  productions.  He  felt  the  foice  of  these  re- 
monstrances, and,  in  17}j8,  published  his  Doctrinal  and  Qcca- 
ijuooal  Sermons,  one  volume,  octavo ;  after  which,  be  was  en- 
gaged, as  his  health  permitted,  in  preparing  for  the  press  a  vo- 
lume of  Practical  Discourses,  and  a  work  of  a  §imilar  nature  with 
his  Sketches  of  Church  History  and  Theological  Controversy^ 
The  sermons,  it  is  expected,  will  soon  appear :  but,  owing  to  a 
peculiar  obscurity  in  his  hand-\n'iting,  the  gr^^t  mass  of  bis 
tither  manuscripts  will  be  lost  to  the  world. 
^  While  thus  actively  and  usefully  employ^,  hif  life  was  fast 
hastening  to  a  close.  No  acute  disease  announced  his  dissor 
Itttion ;  his  death  was  i»udd^^  but  gentle  anil  easy.    J^a  the 
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Gtftumst&iice^  of  it,  the  worclB  of  £fn  Young  seemed  to  be 

«(  _......^  Heaven  owns  her  frtends 

**  On  this  side  death,  aRd  paints  them  out  to  nun.'* 

On  Tuesday  the  18th  of  January  last,  he  wa«  occupied  till  d 
late  hour  in  hiu  study.  About  four  o'clock  on  the  morning 
«if  the  igth,  he  was  taken  ill.  The  alarm  was  immediatej]^ 
ffiven  to  his  family  ;  but  before  they  could  be  oollticied  around 
hini:,  he  expired.  «^^^  Mark  the  perfect  man^  and  behold  the 
upright ;  for  the  end  of  that  man  h  peace." 
.  His  body  was  interred  on  the  *2jth,  in*  the  new  burying- 
ffround,  Greyfriar's  church-yard.  The  hearse  was  followed  by  a 
brge  number  of  mourning-coaches^  passed  through  a  vast  con'^ 
course  of  the  populace,  who  had  assembled  to  view  tlie  funeral 
^f  tlieir  venerame  and  beloved  pastor. 

On  the  Sabbath  following,  the  subject  of  his  death  was  ira -» 
proved  from  many  of  the  pulpits  in  Edinburgh.  At  the  request 
of  bis  widow,  his  much  respected  friend  Dr.  Davidson,  preached 
in  the  Old  Greyfriar's  church,  to  a  numerous  and  afflicted  audi-^ 
<Dce,  a  suitable  discourse  from  £  Tim.  tv.  7, 8. 

Dr.  Erskine  married  the  Hon.  Miss  Mackay,  daughter  of 
Lord  Ra^  who  sarvivei,  with  one  son  and  tliree  daughters,  to 
lament  his  loss. 

In  his  temper^  Dr.  Erskine  was  ardent  and  benevolent.  His 
affections'  were  warm,  and  his  attachments  perpetuaL  ^  His 
piety  was  constant  and  lively ;  and,  while  he  exhibited  in  his 
Qpaducta  beautiful  example  of  the  graces  and  virtues  of  that 
religion  of  which  he  was  a  minister,  he  enjoyed,  in  a  high 
degree,  the  cheering^  hopes  which  the  faith  of  the  gospel  in- 
spires. He  was  remarkable  for  the  simplicity  of  his  manners^ 
aod  for  that  genuine  humility,  which  is  the  attendant  and 
brightest  ornament  of  real  greatness.  His  beneficent  deeds, 
vhich  were  very  nun^rous,  and  remain  a  precious  memorial  of 
hiiB,  were  performed  in  the  unostentatious  manner  of  that 
charity  which  *'seeketh  not  her  own,"  He  was  never  ashamed 
to  avow  his  own  convictions  of  the  truth  :  wad,  while  he  put  the 
most  candjd. construction  on  the  motives  of  those  who  differed 
from  him  in  sentiment,  he  maintained  his  own  principles  with 
firmness*  In  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland, 
he  was  considered  as  a  leader  of  the  popular  party.  '  Ther«, 
however,  his  openness  and  integrity  of  character,  secured  him, 
what  few  have  enjoyed,  the  confidence  and  aftection  of  his 
friends,  and  the  esteem  of  his  opponents.  Of  the  high  reputa- 
tion to  which  his  virtues  had  raised  him,  no  proof  more  decisive 
can  be  given,  than  a  circumstance  which  occurred  during -th« 
disturbances  in  Edinburgh,  in  FebruaryJ779,  occasioned  by  the 
celebrated  bill,  proposed  at  that  time  to  have  been  introduced 
into  Parliament,  for  the  repeal  of  the  penal  statutes  a,u:ainst  th^. 
Catholics  in  Scotland.  The  furious  inob,  which,  in  defiance  of 
the  military,  had  assembled  in  the  College-court,  with  the  in- 
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tention  of  demolishing  the  house  of  Principal  Robertson,  b«* 
came  quiet  at  hi^  approach  ;  and,  in  consequence  of  his  exhort* 
ation  to  them,  desisted  from  their  purpose-  • 

Dr.  Erskine's  independence  and  liU*ralttv  of  mind,  deserve  to 
te  particularly  mentioned.  These  were  qualitie*  that  shone  Con- 
spicuously thro'  the  whole  of  hi&  life  ;  and  which  lie  |>OftsesBed 
in  so  eminent  a  degree,  that  many  thought  he  carried  them  to 
an  extreme. 

Considering  the  time  Dr.  Erskine  spent  in  the  minute  dis- 
charge of  a  very  extensive  and  lahorious  office,  it  may  seem 
astonishing  that  he  could  read  and  write  so  much  as  lie  did^. 
Tliey,  l>owever,  who  had  ^he  happiness  to  know  him,  aod  sav^ 
how  he  husbanded  his  time,  wonder  not  so  much  at  the  amount 
of  his  labours,  as*at  the  manner  in  which  his  feeble  constitution 
underwent  the  fati^ge.  Like  his  Divine  Master,  he  seemed 
ever  to  think  himself  bound  to  be  about  his^'ather's  business. 
A  saying  of  hisown,  fresh  in  the  memory  of  many  of  his  friends^ 
"was  the  maxim  that  governed  liis  epnduct :  — ^  ''Actiou  it 
the  rest  of  the  soul." 

Dr.  Erskine  was  tha  last  of  an  old  school  of  divinei  irt 
Edinburgh,  who  were  an  honour  to  the  age  in  wliich  they  lived; 
many  of  whose  names  will  be  perpetuated  in  the  history  of  th^ 
country  to  the  latest  generation. 


Rev.  Sir,  To  the  Editor. 

I  LATELY  spent  a  few  profitable  moments  at  a  Christian 
friend's  bouse,  when  the  conversation  turned  on  the  subject  of 
drsiring  death,  its  latrfulness,  8^'c,  —  It  would  much  gratify  me, 
if  any  of  your  friends  would  write  a  short  essay  on  this  iiuport- 
aitt  topic,  and  explain  from  what  source  such  a  desire  should 
wrise^  in  order  to  constitute  it  right. 

Your  inserting  the  above,  will  greatly  oblige 

Karcissa» 


ANSWER  TO  A  QUERY 

IN    OUR  MAGAZINE  FOR  APRIL,  FACE  137. 

'*•  JFToa?  nwy  we  discover  a  call  to  Jill  ntiy  particular  situation  %K 
the  dispensations  of  Providence  P*' 

The  determination  of  God  respecting  the  particular  posts 
he  has  assigned  his  people  'to  occupy,  is  not  so  clear  and  ob- 
vious at  first  view,  as  many  seem  to  wish  it  had  been,  without 
teflectine  that  this  intrici^cy  is  to  answer  several  very  im|K)rtaDt 
ends.  Were  the  path  of  duty  easily  discovera^e  at  iirst 
sigiit,  wl^ere  would  be  theoc;:asion  for  faith  in  many  instances; 
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ft^'ptByety  for  ditection,*oi*  pitience  tb  wait' for  divine  interpo- 
5itted  ? '  But  it  is  an  €rindiy  ftnuiliar  to  the  righteous, — '*  Shew 
me  the  way  in  which  1  should  Walk ;"'ibr  uncertainty  begets 
feat,  ahd  fear  begets  niisery.  The  first'  query,  therefore,  is  very 
lisetW  and  interesting :  for,  as  an  elegant  writer  has  obs^erved, 
^The<Sovefnor  of'the  uhiv^rse  is  perpetually  vai^in^  and  deter- 
ihifting  our  duties  by  the  dispensations  of  his  providence,  the 
eondition' iii  which  h^ 'fij^es  us,  and  the  c6nnexions  which 
sometimes^  by  a  train  of  marvellous  occuiTences,  he  leads  us  to 
form*."  But,  to  return,  I  humbly  conceive  we  may  discover  a 
wH  in  Providence,— -by  God*s  word,  by  careful  self-examina- 
tiont  in  the  exercise  of  prayer,  by  patiently  waiting,  or  by  atten- 
liofl  to  wis^  counsel.   ^ 

I.  By  God's  word. — The  determinations  of  God  in  his  pro- 
vidence, are  all  ^'  accorSngto  his  tw}rd."— God  does  not  assign 
vstffiy  station  incompatible  with  the  exercise  of  those  tempers 
and  dinpositrons  which  he  requires  and  communicates.  It  has 
been  often 'judiciously  observed,  that  what  some  denominated 
•^  Openings' in  Providetice,''  are  Satan's  baits.  To  explain  :— 
Something  offers,  pleasing  t^  corrupt  nature,  lucrative  ;  and  we 
endeocvour  forthwith  to  persuade  ourselves  it  is  a  call  in  Provi-  ' 
denee,  wiWrout  examinrng  what  advice  God  give^  us  in  hirf 
word.  There  I  am  cottimfanded  to  cbWe  out,^nd  be'sfeparktedf 
from  sinners.  And  ^mH  'he  caH  me  t6  a*  post  where  i  adi  to 
kftve  sinners  for  my  companions  and  a&dciates  ?  The  v^orcf  of 
God  enjcrfhs  contentment  with*  food  and  ra?rtie'ht ;'  and'shaW  I 
eagerly  exchange  a  situation,  where  I  have  the  ertjoymeni'of 
gospel  privileges,  for  one  where  these  advantages  will  be  dimi- 
Hished,  because  therein  I  am  likely  to  acquii*e  wealth  ?  The 
intelligent  Christian  will  readily  perceive  this  might  be  branched 
oat  into  a  vast  variety  of  particulars  relative  to  ouVselves,  but 
children,  marriage,  &c.  and  in  each  and  every  case  that  can 
Arise,  God's  most  blessed  word  is  a  light  to  our  feet,  and  a  lamp 
to  oar  paths ! 

11.  Careful  self-examination  should  always  precede  a  change 
in  our  post.  Is  this  remove  chosen  by  my  self-will,  or  any  other 
comipt  disposition  f  Have  I  suitable  talents  and  ability  to  ful- 
fil the  duties  of  this  new  station  ?  For  God  never  sends  us  on 
a  warfare  at  our  own  charges;  but  if  he  calls  to  any  situation, 
he  communicates  ability  for  its  duties.  I  have  often  thought  it 
a  good  criterion  in  this  respect,  to  enquire,  — When  is  it  that 
I  desire  this  or  that  circumstance,  or  change  in  my  situation 
most  ?  When  I  enjoy  most  communion  with  God,  when  my 
mind  is  most  spiritual  and  heavenly,  or  when  the  world  appears 
to  have  gained  an  ascendency  ?  Let  every  one  determine  this 
point  for  themselves ;  and,  1  apprehend,  it  will  go  a  good  waj 
towards  ascertaining  the  point  in  question. 

*  Jay's  Wedding  Sermon,  page  t* 
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9(26  ANJWElt  TO  A  {)U^»r.     • 

I  If.  A  most  important  direction  on  this  ia1:|iect  if,  PrayetHh 
stantly.  David  expected  divine  direction  as  to  bis  duty^  in  an* 
swer  to  bis  prayers :  -^  **  Cause  me  to^know  the  way  whemn  I 
should  walk ;  tor  I  lift  up  ipy  soul  unto  thee  f:"  and  other  simi^ 
lar  exatnples  from  Scripture  might  easily  be  adduced.  If  we 
persevere  in  humble  believing  prayer^  we  shall  assuredly  be  kept 
fxom  every  wrong  and  hurtful  step;  and  be  able  todiscover  the 
way  of  duty.  The  way  of  man  is  not  in  himself;  ^'itis  not  in 
mad  that  walketh  to  direct  his  steps  :**  and  this  proves  the  wik 
dom  and  necessity  of  praying  for  divine  direction  and  guidance. 

IV.  Be  patient ;  dread  a  hasty  determination  v^*.  J&rcry  nuk 
step  is  a  wrotig  one."  '^  The  Lord's  time/'  says  dear  Mr. 
Newton^  **  is  like  the  time  of  tide,  which  no  human  power  caa 
either  accelerate  or  retard ;  though  it  tarry,  wait,  for  it."  It  it 
true,  circumstances  may  demand  a  prompt  decision ;  but  this  if 
not  often  the  case.  In  most  important  changes  we  have  time  foe 
self-examination,  prayer,  and  patient  waiting :  and  after  calm 
investigation,  the  aspect  o£  a  subject  is  frequently  most  woo- 
derfully  varied.  He  that  believeth  in  God's  word  and  over- 
aruhng  providence,  shall  not  make  hast^. 

V.  Fhially.  Lis^n  to  the  counsel  and  advice  of  soperion 
and  others,  capable  of  advbing.  The  headstrong  and  perversa 
those  who  will  follow  the  bent  of  their  own  inclinations,  arc 
often  punished  by  the  possession  of  what  they  eagerly  desired. 
^'  He  that  bearkeneth  unto  counsel  is  wise,"  saith  Solomon, 
Consult  your  friends  aad  parents,  if  they  still  survive,  aad  are 
competent  to  counsel  yuu :  and  observing  these  directions,  in  aa 
bumble  spirit,  you  shall  be  led  in  a  right  way.  /'  For  good  and 
upright  is  the  Ix>rd ;  therefore  will  he  -teach  sinners  in  the  way. 
Tne  meek  will  he  .guide  in  judgment,  and  the  meek  will  be 

'  teach  his  way." 
Westminster. 

'    f  Psalm  xxvii.  ii.  Ixxxvi.  ii.  cxliii.  S,  9,  10. 


-  ANECDOTE 
OF  ARCHBISHOP  USHER  AND  MR.  RUTHERFORD. 


The  eminent  Archbishop  Usher  being  once  on  a  visit  11 
Scotland,  heard  a  great  deal  of  the  piety  and  devo^on  of  the 
famous  Mr.  Sam.  Kutherford,  who,  he  understood,  spent  whole 
Tiights  in  prayer,  especially  before  the  Sabbath.  The  Bishop 
wished  much  to  witness  such  extraordinary  down-pouring  of 
tlje  Spirit ;  but  was  utterly  at  a  loss  how  to  accomplish  his  de^ 
sign.  At  length,  it  came  into  his  mind  to  dress  himself  like  a 
pauper;  Hnd  on  a  Saturday  evenings  when  , turning  dark,  be 
CM^Ied  at  Mr.  Rtitherford's  house,  and  asked  if  he  cottl4  g^ 
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^qmufxn  for  a  night,  iifice'  he  could  n^  go  to  other  houses*at 
•o  lade  aa  hour  for  that  purpose.  Mr.  Rutherford  consented 
to  give  the  poor  maa  a  bed  K>r  a  night;'  and  desired  him  to  sit 
down  in  the  kitchen,  which  he  did  cheerfully.  Mrsw  Rutber-^ 
fbrdj  according  to  custom,  on  Saturday  erening,  that  her  ser- 
Tan  Is  might  be  prepared  for  tiie  Sabbath,  called  them  together, 
and  examined  tnem.  In  the  course  of  examination  that  even-^ 
ing,  she  asked  the  stranger,  how  many  commandments  there. 
were?  To  which  he  answered,  'Eleven/  Upon  receiving 
Ais  answer,  she  replied,  '^  What  a  shame  is  it  for  yoti !  a  man 
with  gray  hairs,  living  in  a  Christian  country,  not  to  know  how 
many  commandments  there  are  !  there  is  not  a  child  of  six  years 
old  in  this  parish,  but  could  answer  this  question  properly." 
She  troubled  the  poor  man  no  more,  thinking  him  so  very  igno- 
rant ;  but  lamented  his  condition  to  her  servants :  and  after 
giving  him  some  supper,  desired  a  servant  to  shew  him  up  stairs 
to  a  bed  in  a  garret.  This  was  the  very  situation  in  which  he 
desired  to  be  placed,  that  he  might  hear  Mr.  Rutherford  at  bis 
secret  devotion.  However,  he  was  disappointed ;  for  that  night 
the  good  man  went  to  bed,  but  did  not  fall  asleep  for  some 
hours.  The  straneer  did  not  go  to  bed,  but  sat  listening ;  always 
hoping  to  hear  Mr.  Rutherford  at  prayer :  and  at  length,  >con* 
ehsdtng  that  he  and  all  the  family  were  as^leep,  the  Bishop 
thought,  if  he  had  been  disappointed  of  hearing  another  oifer^ 
ing  up  his  desires  to  God  at  a  throne  of  grace,  he  would  embrace 
the  opportunity  himself;  and  poured  out  his  heart  to  God  with 
so  much  liberty  and  enlargement,  that  Mr.  Rutherford,  imme- 
diately below  him,  overheard  him  ;  and  getting  up,  put  on  his 
clothes.  Should  this  have  awakened  Mrs.  Rutherford^  she' 
could  have  suspected  nothing  of  his  design,  seeing  he  rose 
trommonly  every  day  at  three  o^cIock  in  the  morning ;  and 
if  she  could  have  heard  one  at  prayer  afterwards,  she  woulcf 
have  naturally  concluded  it  was  her  hu&band.  Mr.  Rutherford 
went  up  stairs,  and  stood  waiting  at  the  garret-door  till  the 
Bishop  concluded  his  devotion :  upon  which  he  knocked 
gently  at  the  door;  and  the  other  opened  it  in  surprize* 
winking  none  were  witness  to  his  devotion.  Mr.  Rutherford 
took  him  by  the  hand,  saying,  *^  Sir,  I  am  persuaded  you  can 
be  none  other  than  Archbishop  Usher ;  and  you  must  certainly 
preach  for  me  to-day,  being  now  Sabbath  morning.  The  Bishop 
confessed  who  he  was;  and  after  telling  Mr,  Rutherford  what 
induced  him  to  take  such  a  step,  said  he  would  preach  for  him^ 
on  condition  that  he  would  not  discover  who  he  was.  Happy 
union  of  souls,  although  of  different  persuasions  !  yet  not  mar? 
vellous.  God  makes  but  two  distinctions  among  mankincl,-^th^ 
righteous  and  the  wicked. 

Mr.  Rutherford  furnished  the  Bishop. with  a  ^uit  ofhiaiown 
jplothes,  and  early  in  the  morning  he  went  out  to  tlie  fields  j  tk^ 
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^xherfoUoTpedhipc^^  andibroqghthioi  int^i»^;&QgemiQislerpaa^ 
ing.by,  ,Tjtlio  h^  pronjised  to  preach  fori) i pi.  Mra.  Riith^rfofd 
&;ina  that  the  poor  n>an^cl  gone  away  before  any  of  th^  family 
vi^xcoat  ofbed.  ;After  diwnc&tic  wqrsUip  Jvnd  breakfa»t^  Ibe  fa* 
viily  went  to  the  kirkj  and  the  ?Uli.Qp  had  fox  his  jtext  (Jiohd 
xiii.S4)  '^  A  new  cag»Di«iDdment  I  give  uuto you,  that  yeloye  <Mie 
enothex."  A  suitable  subject  for  the  ocjcasipp.  :Iq  .tbe.conne 
of  bis  sermon,  be  observed  that  this;  mifht  be  reckoned  the 
eleventh  commandment.  Upon,  which  Sirs.  Ruthetford '^aid 
to  herseJf,  ^^That  is  the  answer  the  poor  hi«mi  fj^^ve  »e  kn 
uight^;"  and  looking  up  to  the  pulpit,  .said,  "  It  cannot.  be.po»- 
sible  t\iat  this  is  he  !"  After  public  worship,  the  strange  ini* 
Ulster  and  Mr.  Rutherford  spent  the  eyeui^g  in  mutual  aali»» 
faction  :  and  early  on  Monday  morning  the  former  went  away 
in  the  dr.ess  he  canxe  in,  9nd  was  not  disco vered* 

Glasgow.  M,  (X 


REMARKABLE  APPEARANCE  OF  PROVIDENCE 
IN  FAVOUR  OP  A  PERSECUTE1>  MINISTER. 


The  Rev.  Joseph  Stennet  (m-eat-grandfather  of  the  late 
Dr.  Samuel  Stennet)  was  a  faitliful  and  laborious  miuister ; 
but  his  dissent  from  the  established  church  exposed  him  to  a 
considerable  share  of  persecution.  Yet  the  Lord,  whom  he 
served,  and  who  knows  how  to  deliver  the  godly  out  of  temp- 
tation, was  pleased  *to  afford  him  dcliveranoe  iA  the  following 
extraordinary  manner : 

He  dwelt  in  the  castle  of  Wallingford,  a  place  wl^ere  do 
warrant  but  that  of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  could  reach  him; 
and  the  house  was  so  situated,  th^t  religious  assemblies  co\iId 
meet  there  for  worshiji  without  any  danger  of  legal  conviction, 
unless  informers  were  admitted,  wliich  care  was  taken  to  pre- 
Vent.  A  Justice  of  Peace  iu  the  neighbourhood,  highly  in* 
censed  at  this,  resolved,  together  with  a  clergvman,  upoi^  a  ^ 
tonviction  of  the  offence  by  suborijing  false  witnesses. 
Several  persons  were  accordingly  hired  to  swear  thajt  they  had 
heard  prayer  and  preaching  there,  though  they  had  never  beea 
present.  Mr.  Stennet,  finding  an  indictment  laid  against  him 
on  the  Conventicle  Aet,  founded  on  the  oath  of  several  wit- 
nesses, and  being  well  assured  that  nothing  but  perjury  could 
support  it,  was  resolved  to  traverse  it ;  and  accordingly  did  so. 
The  assizes  were  held  at  Newbury  ;  and  when  the  time  ap- 
jproached,  his  adversaries  greatly  triumphed  in  their  expected 
success.  But  the  scene  was  suddenly  changed*  News  came 
to  the  Justice,  that  his  son  at  Oxfoid  was  gone  off  with  a  player: 
this  prevented  his  attendance.  The  clergyman,  who wasdet^- 
ttiincd  to  be  present,  and  boasted  of  the  service  which  would 
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^EMARKABLli'lf^^VARftNCB  OF  PROVIDENCE.  929 

Iq  tfie  cbprch  by  the  prosecation,  Was 'removed  bj 
faddeo  <JejBtfe.  Gue  of  the  witnesses,  who  lived  atCromish,wa» 
preveinted  by  a  violent  disease,  of  which  he  afterwards  ^ied^ 
Another  of  them  fell  down  and  broke  his  le^^  and  so  was  hin- 
d^d.  In  short,  of  seven  or  eight  persons  engaged  in  this  wicked 
desiga,  there  was  bot  one  left  who  was  capable  of  appearing* 
He  was  a  gardener,  who  had  been  frequently  employed  by  Mr, 
Stenoet  at  day-labour,  but  who  had  never  been  admitted  in  the 
meeting  :  this  man  was  expected  to  be  a  very  material  <*vi- 
4^ce,. and  was  k^pt  hi  liquor  several  days  for  that  purpose. 
Bat  coming  to  his  jreason  jnst  as  the  assizes  drew  on,  he  went 
tbout  the  town,  exclaiming  against  himself  for  his  ingratitude 
9nd  perjury  ;  and  absolutely  refused  to  go.  So  that  when  Mir^ 
Steonet  came  to  \Newbury,  neither  prosecutor  nor  witness  ap»- 
.  pearing  against  him,  he  was  discharged  of  course. 

It  is  a  dangerous  thing  to  obstruct  the  free  course  of  the 
gospel,  and  oppose  the  ministers  of  it.  Let  persecutors  re^ 
member  the  words  of  Jesus  Christ, — ^*  Saul !  Saul !  why  per- 
Cutest  tlvou  me  ?  it  is  hard  for  thee  to  kick  against  the 
pricks  : — *'  that  is,  it  is  as  foolish  and  fruitless,  wounding  and 
destructive,  as  it  would  be  to  kick  with  your  naked  heel  against 
briers  and  thorns,  spurs  and  spears.  [Kj»lf«]  And  let  the  prea- 
chers of  the  gospel  take  courage  ;  for  if  Christ  will  work^  wh# 
^ball  hinder  it  i 


ON  THE  LAW  OF  GOD. 


-  By  the  law  of  God,  we  piay  understand  what  it  has  pleased 
God  at  any  time  to  reveal,  as  the  rule  of  conduct  i'or  mankind; 
in  distinction  from  what  he  has  revealed  for  dieir  encouragcr 
inentintbfs  performance  of  it.  This  is  commonly  called  the 
Moral  Law  ;  but  is  not  disiinguished  by  that  term,  from  whal 
respects  our  conduct  toward  God ;  nor  limited  to  what  Is  com- 
monly called  Morality,  Diifferenccs  of  opinion,  and  conse- 
quently disputes^  have  arisen  among  pious  people  concerning 
the  design  and  proper  u^e  of  this  law.  It  may,  ilierelore,  b^  of 
considerable  advantage,  to,  consider  with  candour  and  simpli^ 
city,  a  subject  so  important  in  its  nature,  notwithstanding  the 
frequency  with  which  it  may  have  been  discussed. 

The  first  desigp  of  the  law  of  God,  might  be  to  make  known 
his  just  and  holy  character.  It  is  only  so  fur  as  G'od  is  known, 
that  his  authority  is  likely  to  be  revered,  pr  his  goodness  to  be 
prized.  It  is  only  so  far  as  we  obey  what  appears  in  our  va- 
rious circumstance^,  to  be  his  will  for  our  conduct,  that  we  can 
reasonably  regard  ourselves  as  resembling  God ,  *^  Be  ye  holy/* 
^ehas  saiij,  "  because  (and  as)  Lam  holy,"  : 
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A  second  view  of  the  Lord's  design  in  giving  his  law,  is  for 
cor  practical  direction,  how  to  promote  his  glory  apdo^g  oat 
fell6w-creatures.  His  glory  appears,  from  the  sdriptares,  to  have 
be  to  his  design  in  all  his  works  and  ways.  No  otner  oUect  was 
worthy  of  infinite  perfection.  But  the  knowledce  of  nis  per- 
Jections,  as  afforded  by  his  iioly,  just,  and  perfect  law,  can  only 
be  carried  into  effect  by  us,  so  as  to  influence  others,  by  a  con- 
formity to  his  precepts.  We  are  therefore  enjoined,  whatso- 
ever we  do,  to  glorify  God. 

Our  persona!  safety  ahd  happiness,  is  an  object  very  ioferior 
to  the  general  advancement  ottne  glory  of  God ;  but  is  insepa- 
rably united  with  it.  It  becomes  us,  therefore,  to  connder  God 
as  divulging  his  will  for  our  conduct,  with  a  view  to  our 
greatest  honour  and  blessedness,  here  and  hereafter. ''  In  keep- 
ing his  commandments,  there  is  great  reward.** 

Bat  the  law  of  God  is  not  to  be  considered  merely  as  a  di- 
rectory. Human  l^ws  are  sancstioned  by  an  authority  which 
ensures  the  punishment  of  transgressors.  How  much  more  the 
divine  law  i  Under  the  Mosiac  dispensation,  every  outward 
commission  of  sin  was  requited  witii  temporal  penalties,  and 
in  various  cases  with  death.  In  that  more  awful  dispefisotioa 
of  the  divine  law,  which  is  promulgated  in  the  NewTestan^ent, 
the  clearest  and  strongest  denunciatU)ns  are  given  of  future  and 
endless  punishment  for  the  sin^  of  the  heart.  A  further  desiga 
of  God's  law,  is  therefore  evidently  to  awaken  the  sipner^s  con- 
science to  a  sense  both  of  his  guilt  and  his  danger,  in  having 
incurred  the  curseof  him  who  destroys  bi^th  soul  and  body,  and 
casts  them  into  Hell,  as  well  as  to  deter  from  the  practice  of 
sin  by  the  terrors  of  eternal  judgment.    .  .  , 

It  IS  obvious,  that  a  law  worthy  of  God  must  exceed  the  car 
pacity  of  a  depraved  creature  to  fulfil.  To  man  in  a  fallen 
state,  it  therefure  cannot  be  desired  to  make  known  a  way  of 
future  happiness  and  gfory ;  but  a  roust  be  directed  to  the  need- 
ful purpose  of  producing  humiliation,  self-despair,  and  earnest 
desire  for  a  salvation  suited  to  the  extremity  of  his  wants. 

Hence,  the  law  is  adapted  to  prepare  the  sinner's  mind  for 
a  cordial  reception  of  the  eospel  of  Jesus  Christ ;  to  rejoice 
thtt  salvation  is  by  grace,  through  faith,  and  that  not  of  our- 
selves, but  the  gift  of  God;  and  to  flee  to  the  Redeemer,  as 
•possessing  every  attribute  of  power  and  grace,  that  his  guilt> 
pollution,  and  helplessness  require. 

The  design  of  the  law  of  God  does  not  end  where  salvation 
'.begins:  it  is  profitable  for  the  instruction,  the  admonition,  and 
the  sanetification  of  the  believer.  IJ^  beholds  with  reverence 
and  delight,  what  before  was  an  o^ect  of  terror  and  distress. 
He  admires  and  Re  loves  God's  law.  He  discovers  in  it  the 
b^uty  gf  boCness ;  and  desires  to  contemplate  it  as  perfectly 
^:diibtted  in  the  putteta  of  Clirii^t,  nad  exahed  in  li^oour  bj  hu 
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^fark  and  sufferings^  that  he  may  be  .chaaged  iato  the  s^ik^ 
JBDMe.  The  promise  asd  the  experience  of  the  Holy  Spirits 
working  in  him  to  will  and  to  do^  with  the  certainty  pf  accep- 
tance through  faith  in  the  all-sufficient  Mediator,  render  hli*' 
3^ke  easy  and,  bis  burden  li^ht ;  while  a  constant  sense  of 
short-comings  overwhelms  with  holy  shame,  fills  with  grati- 
tude for  abounding  grace,  and  prompts  to  ardent  desire  for  tt^ 
iacr^ase  o[  God,  and  the  everlasting  fruition  of  his  presence. 

RABiiASHEB. 


ORIGINAL    LETTER 

TROM  THE  REV.  R.  rAbINSON,  LATE  OF  CAMBRIDGE, 

TO^HB  RbV.  G.  WHlTBFXfiLO. 

*  Rev.  Sir,  and^mucfa  honoured  Fatfier  in  Christ, 

•I  AM    ambitious  of  obeying  your  kind  desire  (by  my 
KKJther)  of  writing  to  you,  thougn  1  am  sensible  of  mj  utter 
nnworthiness  of  speaking  to  any  of  God's  people ;  yet,  when 
I  consider  the  .relation  dear  Mr/Wbitefield  stands  in  to  ni«,   I 
nean  that  of  a  spiritual  father,  if  I  am  born  again  of  God 
(which  my  proneness  to  evil,  and  backwardness  to  the  things 
ef  God,  often  makes  me  doubt)  ihider  soul  troubles,  had  £ 
ikcce^,  I  should  naturally  flee  to  him  for  direction.     Permit 
mc.  Sir,  to  inform  you,  it  is  now  six  years  ago,  since  Curiosity 
irst  drew  mt  to  hear  you.     I  confess,  it  was  to  spy  the  nafcea- 
ness  of  the  land  I  canje,— to  pity  the  foUv  of  the  preacher,  the 
infatuadon  of  the  hearers,  and  to  abhor  the  doctrine.    But,  ah 
Sir,  God  arose,  and  "  had  mercy  upon  Zion;  for  the  time  to  fa- 
vour her,  yea,  the  set  time  was  come."   The  text  you  took  was, 
**  0,  generation  of  vipers  I  who  hath  warned  you  to  flee  from 
Ac  wrath  to  come  ?*    Instead  of  hearing  for  others,  ai  1  in- 
teaded,  I  was  enabled  to  hear  for  myself,  and  to  discover  what 
a  deplorable  situation  my  soul  was  in.     I  went  pityiug  the  poor 
deluded  Methodists ;  but  came  away  envying  their  happiness, 
I  thdaght  the  calm  of  their  faces  bespoke  a  serenity  of  mind, 
to  which  I  was  a  stranger ;  and  which,  I  thought,  did  1  possess, 
I  could  look  persecution  in  the  face,  and  say,  *'  The  litieeare 
fallen  to  me  in  pleasant  places ;  yea,  1  have  a  goodly  heritage  T 
But  here  lay  the  cause  of  my  sorrow:—  I  constantly  attended 
the  Tabernacle  for  two  years  and  seven  months ;  cut  down  fpr 
•in,  groaning  for  deliverance,  and  yet  dare  not  say,  Christ  wits 
»ine !  Alas!  thought  I,  to  be  despised  by  all  my  friends  beare, 
and  then  lost  at  last,  O  how  hard  is  my  lot !      I  thought  then 
the  Lord  had  dealt  very  bitterly.  Vith  me ;  though  since,  I  find 
k  was  all  in  mercy.    At  the  end  of  that  time  theLvrd  was 
graciously  pleased  to  let  me  experimentally  know  tli«  happiness 
^f  that  person  whose  iniquities  were  covered,  and  to  whom  the 
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L^tft^  vHiinot  iinpnte  sin*.  Since  thnt  liifte/I  have  sbwrtiffl^* 
siiniiunVj  sonietiioes  clmtdy  and  darlc-dayB  tO'itiV  ^nl;  butafl 
mj-  satisfaction  is  this,  ^^  ThV  foundation  of  €rv>d^^tarKlfelb"srQr^;^' 
anid,  I  believe,  wiien  he  brings  hi*  i>eople  fro^  this  dark  E^vp-- 
tinn  world  to  Heaven,  be  wiU  not  leave  a  hoOf  behind  ;  but 
of  all  that  are  given  Christ,  he  wilt  lo^  riotMng.  O,  my  sool 
exalts  in  the  faithfulness  of  God  !  and  when  nfiy  heart  is  ov^er- 
whelmed  within  me,  it  is  my  desire  to  be  led  to  the  liock  diat- 
i$  higher  tban^  I  am.  O,  my  dear  Sir,  how  many  additional 
trials  have  I  met  with,  since  God  has  called  me-  to  prophecy  to 
his  people  Israel !  1  can  feelingly  say,  what  was  said  of  the 
Israelites,  *^  Tbe^oul  of  the  people  was  jnueh  discouraged,  be- 
cause oF  the  way.*'  A  sight  of  my  ig^orapce,  in  judgment,  m^ 
coldness -inf  ^flection ;  ray  life  so  litUe  agreeable  to  that  d^ar 
.pattern  whom  I  love,  though  I  cannot  imitate  as  I  would  ;  the 
worth  of  people's  souls,  t  le  necessity  of  earnestness  and  serious- 
ness in  soul-affairs,  and  mjt  insufficiency  for  these  things,  c^s- 
courage  me  :  yet  I  da^e  not  say,  "  The  Lord  has  been  a  barrea 
wilderness  to  me  ;'*  though  I  have  been  a  barren  tree  tohinv 
year  after  year.  I  trust.  Sir,  the  fields  are  white,  ready  to  liar- 
\est ;  and  O  !  whit  an  honour  it  is  to  hear  God  say,  '^  Put  in 
the  sickle,  the  harvest  i«  come."  How  often  do  I  tremble. 
Test  I  should  rua  before  I  am  sent  I  yet  I  dare  not  say  th^'  Lord 
has  le^t  me  without  witness ;  -?-  rnullitudes  of  people  come  to 
iear  the  word,  both  in  J^orwich  and  the  country ;  and  the 
Lord  is  searching  "his  sheep  by  the  word,  and  causing  many  to 
come  foxtli  from  darkness  to  light.  O,  Sir,  one  snout  of  a 
king  among  us,  what  work  it  does !  ..Many  people  would  re- 
joice to  see  you.  Sir,  in  this  city  ;  and  we  solicit  our  Lord  fof 
It,  and  trust,  in  bis  due  time,  to  see  you.     Dear  Sir,  don't  forget 

£oor  Korwich  at  the  throne  oK  grace.  The  cause  of  God  if 
>where;  and'  though  God  gives*  us  a  little  reviving  agaia 
now,  yet  my  soul  is  pierced  through  with  many  sorrows,  to  see; 
tilie  preseiit  situation  of  affairs.  Dear  Sir,  help  us,  by  your 
prayers^  that  pure  and  umlefiled  religion  may  ^ain  gfound 
again,  and  the  things  that  remain,  and  are  reaay  to  die,  be 
strengthened.  I  hope.  Sir,  you  will  excuse  my  long  letter ;  aad 
interpret  the  freedom  i  take,  as  flowinc;  from  that  sincere  lovQ 
in  my  heart,  which,  as  my  spiritual  father,  I  must  bear  towards 
you.  I  trust,  you  .will  look  on  me  as  one  of  your  children, 
surrounded  here  with  trials;  and  tavour  me  with*  a  line  or  two 
of  instruction,  reproof,  correction,  or  what  you  think  proper^ 
and  now.  Sir;  wishing  you  prosperity,  to  be  an  instrument  of 
bringing  many. sons  to  glory,  I  beg  le^ve  to  subscribe ^yse^l 
*    .  your  very  affectionate, 

Norwich,  though  most  unworthy,  son  and  servant. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(   sss   ) 

Original  letter 
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Mpr  d^ar  Child, 

This  day  was  designed  for  other  employment  than  this ;  but 
the  severity  of  the  weather  has  confined  me  to  my  fire-side> 
and  afforded  me  an  agreeable  opportunity  of  conversing  att 
hour  or  two  in  this  manner  with  my  child.  I  thank  my  God 
that  he  was  pleased  to  refresh  your  soul  with  his  divine  g^ace ; 
and,  for  a  few  days  at  least,  to  enable  my  child,  as  it  were,  to 
see  his  God,  tho'it  was  at  a  distance.  How  my  heart  rejoiced 
to  find  such  an  acknowledgment  from  yourself!  Oh!  thett 
are  blessed  things  laid  up  for  you.  Rich  mercy  I  Plenteous 
i^emption  will  be  yours!  It  is  not  far  off,  and  it  is  sure*  I^ 
I  judge  from  my  own.  heart,  vou  will  be  pleased  to  hear  from 
me ;  and  the  very  thought  of  affording  you  one  drop  of  com- 
fort, though  it  were  but  for  a  moment,  made  my  heart  burn 
within  me  for  an  opportunity  of  writing. 

My  dear  young  nian,  I  love  yon ;-  aBd'thouo;h  you  know  it  as 
well  as  I  do,  yet  it  pleases  me  to  tell  you  I  love  you*  I  love 
you  in  the  bowels  of  my  dear  and  blessed  Master ;— I  love  youi 
^(ecause  he  loved  you,  and  bought  you  with  his  blood ;  ~  I 
]6^e  you,  because  you  love  hinu  and  are  one  of  his  dear  chik 
dr«m;—  and  I  love  you,  because  ne  has  been  graciously  pleased 
to  make  you  one  of  mine.  Again,  I  thank  him,  because  you 
had  Xherty  to  thank  him.  Oh  that  the  blessing  may  be  be- 
stowed on  you  again !  and  it  will,  and  I  know  it  will,  abound 
in  you  ipore  and  more.  Oh  !  why  does  my  child  yet  com- 
plain ?  If  ypu  cannot  rejoice  in  possession,  rejoice  in  hope ; 
•^  the  Strength  of  Israel  cannot  lie."  But  you  want  faith  ;  and 
what  then?  Look  and  see,  whose  is  the  gift  of  faith.  Is  it 
not  God's  ?  Yet  you  are  out  of  the  way.  Never  keep  sorrowing 
because  you  want  faith ;  but  ^o  to  him,  that  you  may  have  it. 
You  know  how  earnestly  he  inculcated  it  upon  his  disciples : 
•^  Where  is  your  faith  r"  "  O  ye  of  little  faith  !"  And  it  yott 
remember,  he,  in  like  manner,  in  his  word,  calls  us  to  repent- 
ance, to  love,  and  obedience ;  none  of  which  graces  we  caa 
possibly  exefcise  till  he  giveth  us  the  power.  In  full  trust  then 
tjpon  his  faithful  word,  let  us  venture  into  his  presence,  that  he 
ibay  help  our  unbelief*,  that  he  may  grant  us  repentance  unto 
life ;  that  he  may  shed  abroad  his  love  in  our  nearts,  which 
rione  can  kindle  ours ;  that  he  may  sanctify  our  hearts,  and 
enable  us  to  bring  forth  fruit  unto  holiness ;  that  our  end  may 
be  everlasting  life. 

My  dear  young  man,  in  the  e\^er  blessed  Jesus  you  will 
and  a  supply  for  ail  your  wants!  yes,  even  for  your  want  of 
ibiith !  Trust  and  try  therefore^-^trust  and  pray  j  pray,  that  yoa 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


334        LETTER  FROyi  THE  LATE  DR.  C0NTSR9. 

may  be  enabled  to  pray.  Be  sure  you  be  acquainted  with  iht 
vord  of  God, — converse  with  him  nequently  there, — lay  upin 
your  .heart  such  precious  promises  as  are  applicable  to  your 
distressed  soul.  With  them  in  your  eye,  you  may  look  forward 
to  the  perfect  man  in  Christ  Jesbs ;  but  if  you  do  not  keep 
them  before  you,  the  great  distance  of  perfection  will  be  apt  to 
discourage  you  ;  but,  with  them  in  your  view,  you  will  boldly 
press  on  from  one  promise  to  another,  till,  through  the  grace 
of  God,  you  will  make  them  all  your  own. 

I  long  to  see  you.  The  Lord  Jesus  grant,  that  then^  and  al- 
ways, both  you  and  I  may  be  tbund  in  him.  How  my  heart  glowi 
when  I  think  of  that  eternal  kingdom,  where  we  snail  be  with 
one  another,  and  with  him  who  is  the  deliverer  of  his  people ; 
and,  I  hope,  the  beloved  of  our  souls,  for  ever  and  ever ! 

My  dearest  lad,  I  beg  your  thanksgiving  to  God,  for  his  very 
tender  mercy  to  me,  one  of  the  most  sinful  of  his  creatures,  and 
most  unworCliy  of  his  ministers^  Rich akd  Con yers. 


LETTER  FROM  AN  ITINERANT  MINISTER. 

To  the  Editor. 
Sir, 

The  following  Letter  was  sent  from  a  Minister  in  the  country,  to  a  Gc» 
tleman  in  London,  near  eleven  years  since.  As  it  is^  fraught  with  iiK 
stniction  to  every  Christian,  and  particularly  encouraging  to  Itinerant 
Preachers,  I  send  it  to  you,  hoping  you  have  a  spare  place  in  your  ta.- 
luable  Miscellany.  Yours,  &c.  Ltdia. 

My  good  friend  Mr.  S.  ^  July  30,  1792% 

I  AM  happy  that  I  fell  into  your  hands  :  *—  when  I  was  in 
trouble,  you  were  kind.  1  hope  jyou,  Mrs.S.,  son,  and'daughtec 
are  well.  I  have  been  taught  ot  late  to  live  by  faith  mote  thao 
ever;— it  is  a  happy  life^ indeed  !  very  difficult  for  the  poor  to 
learn, — ^and  may  be  still  more  difficult  for  the  rich  ;  yet  it  is  a& 
needful  for  the  one  as  the  other.  I  must,  of  necessity,  be  where, 
and  do  what  God  calls  me  to.  ,1  find  God  is  still  with  pie,  — 
he  does  still  feed  me  and  mine.  Now  and  then,  when  I  am 
still,  and  leave  all  to  him,  he  sends  me  something  handsome, 
or  rather  comfortable,  from  an  unexpected  quarter  ;  but  when  I 
fret,  and  murmur,  and  rage,  and  storm,  he  sends  me  nothing 
but  a  rod  ;  or,  like  a  backslider,  as  I  then  am,  he  fills  me  with 
my  own  ways.  Good  God  !  how  wonderful  ait  thou  !  Oh  how 
1  would  trust  thee,  love  thee,  live  upon,  and  be  devoted  to  thee| 

Last  Lord's  Day  evening,  I  walked  near  seven  miles  to  preachy 
nt  one  of  our  dark  towns.  I  stood  up  in  thebroadwoy,  ana 
greached  in  the  fac«  of  a  loaded  gun,  from  the  parable  of  thi 
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Hich  Man  and  Lazarus ;  and  came  home  \?hen  I  had  done. 
The  gun  did  not  go  off  until  I  had  almost  done ;  nor  did  1  fear 
It,  except  a  little  at  first  sight.  Had  I  been  killed,  I  should' 
have  gone  to  Heaven ;  —  not  to  blame  the  man,  but  to  praise 
God.  My  love  to  you  all, 

Abraham  G— . 


THE  NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  THE  ICHNEUMON*. 

WITH  REFLECTIONS. 


The  divine  Psalmist  tells  us,  that  ''The  works  of  God  are 
fought  out,  of  all  them  that  have  pleasure  therein ;"  arid  such 
discoverii'S  must  be  doubly  sweet,  when,  in  addition  to  the  gra- 
tification of  our  innocent  curiosity,  as  it  respects  the  works  of 
Mature,  we  are  enabled  to  discover  traces  of  the  divine  wisdom 
aad  goodness  in  their  formation  and  economy ;  and  it  is  a§- 
sareojy  oar  own  fault  if  these  escape  us  in  any  individual  sub-  • 
ject  of  enquiry. 

The  Ithneumon  is  a  native  of  Egypt,  Barbary,  and  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  Its  length,  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  tlie  end  of  the  tail,  is  from 
twenty-four  to  torty-two  inches,  of  which  the  tail  takes  near  the  half.  Its 
colour  is  pale  reddtsh  grey,each  hair  being  mottled  with  brown  or  mousc- 
folour.  The  eyes  arc  of  a  bright  red,  the  ears  almost  naked,  small  and 
rounded,  and  the  nose  long  and  slender.  The  tail  is  very  thick  at  the 
^ase,  from  whence  it  gradually  tapers  almost  to  a  point,  where  it  U 
slightly  tufted.     The  hair  is  hard  and  coarse;  and  the  legs  are  short. 

In  Egypt,  the  Ichneumon  is  considered  as  one  of  the  most  useful  and 
inestimable  of  animals;  being  an  inveterate  enemy  to  the  serpents,  and 
other  noxious  reptiles,  which  infest  the  neighbourhood  ot  the  torrid 
zone.  It  attacks,  without  dread,  that  most  fatal  of  serpents,  the  Coir^ 
di  Ca^lioy  or  Hooded  Snake  ;  and,  when  it  receives  a  wound  in  the  com- 
bat, instantly  retires,  and  is  said  to  obtain  an  antidote  from  some  herb  ; 
^ftcr  which  it  returns  to  the  attack,  and  seldom  fails  of  victory.  It  isa 
great  destroyer  of  the  eggs  of  crocodiles,  which  it  digs  out  of  the  sand  j 
?ndeven  kills  multitudes  of  the  young  of  those  terrible  creatures.  It  was 
for  this  reason  that  the  ancient  Egyptians  ranked  the  Ichneumon  among 
their  deities. 

It  is  sometimes  domesticated,  and  kept  in  houses  in  India  and 
.^£^P^»  where  it  is  found  more  useful  than  a  cat  in  destroying  vermin.  It 
i5  easily  tamed,  is  very  active,  aqd  springs  with  great  agility  on  its  i-rcy, 
U  will  glide  along  the  ground  like  a  serpent,  as  it  without  leet.    ScujA^ 

*  See  Anixoal  BIogri{)hy>  VoU  I*  196,  Ice. 
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t'uues  it  sits  up  like  a  squirrel,  and  eats  with  its  forefeet;  catching  anj^ 
thing  that  is  flung  to  it.  It  is  a  great  en'emy  to  poultry^  and  will  fein 
itself  dead  till  they  come  within  its  reach.  It  is  said  to  be  extremely 
skilfCil  in  seijjing  the  serpents  by  the  throat,  in  such  a  manner  as  tp  avoid 
receiving .  any  injury,  -b*-Lncan  has  beavtifcrlly  de&cnbed  the  address  of 
t^is  a^iiual  ia  coi^quering  tji^  ^gyptiat^asp  :  — 

,  --     -    ^        *S.  Th«  oft  th'  Ichneumon,  on  the  banks  of  Nile^ 
Invades  the  deadly  Aspic  by  a  wile. 
While  artfully  his  slender  uil,is  play'4f 
The  serpent  darts  upon  the  dancing  shade  ; 
Then,  turning  on  the  foe,  with  swift  surprize, 
PdU  on  the  throAt  the  nimble  seizer  flies. 


The  .gasping;  snake  expires  beneath  the  wound  j 
His  gushing  jaws  with  pois'nous  floods  abound. 
And  shed  the  fruitless  mischief  on  thegroood. 


} 


J  had  (says  M.  d'Obsonville)  an  Ichneumon  very  young,  which  I 
brought  up  :  I  fed  it  at  first  with  milk ;  and  afterwards  with  baked  meat, 
Tnixed  witii  rice.  It  soon  became  even  tamer  than  a  cat;  for  it  came 
when  called,  and  followed  me,  though  at  liberty,  into  the  country. 

One  day  I  brought  to  him  a  small  water-serpent  alive  i  being  desirous 
to  know  how  far  bis  instinct  would  carry  him  against  a  bcing^.with  which 
lie  was  hitherto  totally  unacquainted.  His  first  emotion  seemecf  to  be  as- 
t'onishment  mixed  with  anger,  for  his  hair  became  erect ;  but,  in  an  in- 
stant after,  he  slipped  behmd  the  reptile,  and,  with  a  remarkable  swift* 
nessand  agility,  leaped  upon  its  head,  seized  it,  and  crushed  it  between 
jiis  teeth.  This  essay^  and  new  aliment,  seemed  t9  have  awakened  ia 
him  his  innate  and  destructive  voracity,  which,  till  then,  had  given  way 
tjO  the  gentleness  he  had  acquired  from  his  education.  I  had  about  my 
house  several  curious  kinds  of  fowls  ;  among  which  he  had  been  brought 
up,  and  which,  till  then,  he  had  suffered  to  go  and  come  unmolestf^  and 
unregarded :  but,  a  few  days  after,  when  he  found  himself  alooe,  he 
strangled  them  every  one,  ate  a  little,  aod^  as  appeared,  had  drank  the 
blood  of  two. 

In  a  wild  state,  the  Ichneumon  is  said  principally  to  frequent  the 
tanks  of  rivers  ;  and,  in  times  of  flood,  t;o  approach  the  Ijiigher  grounds 
^  ^nd  inhabited  places,  in  quest  of  prey,  ft  Isrepojctedto  swim  and  di^ 
occasionally,  m  the  manner  of  an  otter^  and  to  continue  beneath  the 
"Water  for  a  great  length  of  time.  Its  voice  is  very  soft,  somewhat  like  a 
miurmur;  and,  unless  it  is  struck  or  irritated,  it  never  exerts  it.  Who^ 
it  sleeps,  it  folds  itself  up  like  a  ball ;  and  is  not  easily  awaited. 

These  animals  are  short-lived,  but  grow  very  rapidly.  In  our  t«n- 
perate  climates,  they  cannot,  without  great  diflSculty,.be  either  reared  or 
preserved.  Whatever  care  be  taken,  the  frost  incojmnodes  them;  and  they 
generally  fall  a  viptim  to  the  change. 

In  the  history  of  rapacious  animals^  nothing  U  more  obser- 
yable  than  the  economy  of  Divine  Providence ;  which,  while 
*  it  gives  existence  to  millions  of  this  class  of  being,  by  iraphnitp 
ing  antipathies  against  each  other,  prevents  the  inordinate  in-, 
crease  of  any  one  species,  preserves  an  equilibrium  among 
them,  and  prevents  the  destruction  of  either,  and  especially  of 
mankind.  iJut  our  design,  in  the  insertion  of  articles  of  this 
nature,  is,  not  merely  to  convey  natural  information,  but  also 
to  lead  the  ideas  of  our  readers  to  subjects  more  spiritual  an4 
important. 

The  first  reflection  occurring  to  a  spiritual  mind,  on  the  i)e-: 
rusal  of  the  aboye  aceouat^  Xt'Si  arise  from  the  natural  enmity 
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©e^ecn  the  Ichneumon  and  the  serpent ;  and  the  dexterity  of 
tte  former  in  the  destruction  of  the  latter.  How  forcibly  does, 
this 'bring  to  recollection  the  firfit  great  mystic  promise  of  sal- 
vation/ given  in  Paradise  :  ^'  I  will  put  enmity  between  thed 
and  th,e  woman,  and  between  thy  seed  and  her  sasd  ;  it  shalt 
faruise  thy  head^  and  thou  shalt  bruise  his  heel." 

Tlie  Wonderful  instinc*t  of  the  animal>  in  flyinii:  to  its  anti-^ 
dote,  suggests  also  to  the  Christian,  a  very  useful  hint  in  all 
bis  engagements  with  his  subtil  enemy,  -s-  to  fly  to  the  only  tree 
"which  antidotes  his  venom,  and  heals  the  wounds  of  con** 
pcience :  '^  The  accursed  tree  has  blessings  in  it ;"  and  the 
very  leaves  of  it  are  salutary  to  the  nat^ions  of  the  redeemed.    ■ 

The  serpent,  we  may  farther  remark,  though  the  most  saga- 
cious of  the  brute  creation,  is  yet  vulnerable  in  its  head ;  so  . 
that,  among  animals  as  among  mankind,  "  The  wise  are  takeit 
in  their  own  craftiness  ;'*  and  this  remark  is  as  fully  applicable 
to  the  Old  Serpent,  the  Devil,  as  to  any  of  the  venomous  ge-k 
Deration. 

Lastly,  The.  anecdote  related  by  M.  d^Obsonville  suggests 
ai^other4esson.  The  powers  of  education  may  c;o  far  to  civi- 
lize the  human  character ;  and  the  decency  of  civilization,  ac-* 
companied  by  an  obliging  temper,  maybe  mistaken  for  the  / 
,  effects  of  grace  ;  but  let  the  suitable  temptation  come,  without!  - 
grace  to  resist  it,  and,  like  the  ferocious  disposition  of  the  Ich- 
Benmon^  the  depravity  of  human  nature  instantly  appears. 


SUM  AND  SUBSTANCE  OF  ALL  THE  BLESSINGS  . 
which  Ministers  of  the  Gospel 

SHOULD  EARNESTLY  DESIRE  TO  POSSESS. 

jln  Extract  from  the  Rev.  Philip  David  Bark's  Colkctiom 
of  Pastoral  Diviniti/, 

[translated  from  the  GERMAN.] 

May  that  Spirit,  which  anointed  and  attended  the  Lord 
Jesus,  in  the  discharge  of  his  office,  as  our  great  Prophet,  High 
driest,  and  King,  anoint,  attend,  and  lead  us  !  (a) 

May  his  office-blessing  (or  l,he  hkssing  attendant  on  his  own 
Ifacred  ministry)  bless  and  cheer  the  whole  order  of  Gospel 
Ministers ! 

TAdLj  xkie  wisdom  displayed  in  his  ministry,  enlighten  and 
guide  each  of  us !  (b)  -^-.May  the  zeal  he  shewed  in  his  minis- 
terial p^ce,  urge  and  strengthen  us !  (c)  —  May  his  ministe- 

(a)  Isa.  Vix,  2t.  Ixi.  r,  kc.  Luke  iv.  i8,  Sec.  t  Cor.  v.  18—20, 
fhap.  yi.  i-^xcu         (bj  Isa.  111.  jjj*         (cj  Ps.  Ixix.  9.    John  ii,  ii- 
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^  iSS  BtESSlNOS  WHICH  MIJ<TSTER»  «HOt)LD  I>BSIRB* 

xvj\  faiihfulnt^y  at  once  animate  and  abase  us !  {d)  —  May  \Ai 
patience  in  his  ministry,  establish  and  settle-  us  \  (c)-^M&j 
the  authority  which  attended  t»is  teaching,  endow  us  with  mi-- 
ntsterial  authority  !(/)  — May  the' glory  which  shone  from- 
his  face  in  the  ministry,  reflect  itself  in  our  faces !  (g) 

May  the  temptations  and  trials  which  he  suffered  in  his  mi- 
jflistrVy  rejatder  him  compassionate  towards  us  in  all  our  minis- 
terial temptations  and  trials !  (h) 

May  his  willingness  •  in  his  ministry,  make  us  also  willing 
and  ready  to  serve  in  ours,  both  by  day  and  night !  (i) 

May  his  being  sent  by  his  Father,  and  performing  his  minis- 
try, give  energy  to  our  ministerial  functions !  (k) 

iVIay  hisy^flr  and  tremhling,  in  his  official  sacrifice  of  him- 
self, make  us  fear  and  tremble  in  the  execution  of  our  minis- 
try !  fO 

May  his  not  pleasing  himself,  preserve  us  from  all  self-cam- 
placency !  (m) 

May  his  meat  in  the  discharge  of  his  office  to  do  the  rcilloj 
his  Father,  be  also  our  meat  in  the  discharge  of  our  office  !  (n) 
-   ^  .May  his  consolation  in  the' ministry  f  he  also  our  cousola- 

♦ion  in  ours !  (o) 

May  his  agony  in  prayer,  in  his  ministry,  excite  us  to  pray 
without  ceasing !  (p) 

Maj'  his  enduring,  in  his  ministry,  the  reproach,  contradk- 
Hon,  ingratitude y  cold  neglect,  persecution,  and  hatred  of  ihi 
world,  be  always  before  our  eyes  when  we  experience  the  like 
treatment !  (q) 

May  his  behaviour  in  his  ministry,  —  his  not  striving  or  ety-^ 
i^S  (^)r^^^^  crying,  on  some  occasions  (s),  — his  lifting  uphk 
eyes  to  his  Father  in  Heaven  (t)y — his  lamb-like  meekness  (u), 
—  his  powerful  look  upon  Peter,  k>c.  (x)  regulate  and  form  our 
behaviour  in  our  ministry  ! 

May  his  tears  over  Jerusalem,  bless  our  tears  in  our  minis- 
trylCyJ 

May  the  grace,  peace,  and  tender  compassion,  so  conspicuoos 
in  the  performance  of  his  office,  be  also  our  grace,^  peace,  and 
mercy,  for  our  manifestation  in  the  consciences  of  men  !  (z) 

May  his  cautious  prudence  in  conducting  his  ministry,  ren- 
der us  also  prudent !  (a) 

(d)  Hcb.  iii.  I,  2,  6.  ff)  I  Pet.  v.  lo.  (fptAdiU  vii.  29. 

f^S)  Johni.  14.       z  Cor.  iii.  iS.  (h)  Hcb.  il.  17,  18  ;   and  iv.   15. 

it)  Mat.  XX.  26—28.  :k)  Johiixvii.  18.  (I J  Hcb.  v.  7;    2  Cor. 

jv.  7.  (m)  Rom.  xv.  1—3.  (n)  John  iv.  34.  Ps.  xl.  S.  Hcb.  x.'?. 
(ej  Johnxvii,^-,-8.  (p)  Lukexxii.44.  Epb.vi.  i!l.  1  rhc>.v.  17. 
(q)  Heb.  xii.  3.  Johfi  XV.  18,  20,  25.  Ps.  Ixi;^.  4,  7,  9^  la.  Acts  v.  4V.. 
(r)  Isa.  xlii.  2.     Mat.xii.  19.  (i)  John  vii.  37.    ix.  4^.,  xii.  44, 

(/)  John  xi.  41.  xvii.  1.  {u)  Isa.  hii.  7.  {x)  Luke  xxii.  61. 

O)  Liikc  xix.  41.  Ps.  cxxvi.  5,  6.  Acts  xx.  19.  2  Cor.  xi.  4. 
(ss)  2  Cor.  iv,  2.  {a)  Mark  xii.  13— n-     Mat.  x.  i6. 

*  <*  Him  that  cometli  unto  me,  I  will  in  nowise  ca$tout.'*  John  vl.  57. 
t  **  AU  Uwt  the  Father  givcth  xnc  jhall  come  unti*  mc.'Uihn  vi^i7^ 
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ilDTANTAGES  OF  VISITING  SOCtETlBS.  8$^ 

■  May  his  rejoicing  in  his  ministry^  be  the  pattcnm  and  ground 
'^^f  our  joy  in  our  ministry  !  (b) 

May  his  moderation,  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  keep  us 
within  proper  bounds !  (c) 

May  his  humility  in  his  ministry,  influence  our  whole  walk 
and  conversation !  (d) 

And  may  his  giving  an  account  of  his  ministry  remain  un- 
fbrgottenby  us,  and  induce  us  to  look  forward  to  ilie  solemn 
account  we  also  must  give  of  our  watcjifnlness  over  the  in* 
terests  of  immortal  souls  !  (e) 

(3)  Liikcx-  21.  Neh.  viii.  lo.  i  Thcs.  ii.  19,20.  (r)  Luke  xU.  14* 
JohnviJi.  6,  n.     Markix.  40.    Lukcix.  55.  (d)  Jolin  xiii.  la—ij, 

a  Cor.  iv.  5.  (<r)  Johnxvii.  12.     Hcb.  xiii.  17. 


ADVANTAGES  OF  VISITING  SOCIETIES. 

To  the  Editor. 

Sir,  Kettering,  June  22,  1803. 

Among  the  many  laudable  metliods  of  promoting  the,  sal-- 
Vation  of  our  fellow-sinners,  which,  of  late  years,  have  been 
pursued,  there  are  few,  if  any,  which  have  appeared  to  me 
more  deserving  of  encouragement  than  that  of  forming  Socic^ 
tics  for  visiting  and  relieving  the' afflicted  Poor,  It  is  said  of 
the  wrild  ass,  used  to  the  wilderness,  ^^  That  in  her  month  they 
shall  find  her*''  There;  is  a  time,  in  almost  every  man's  life,  ia 
which  his  spirit  is  brougiit  down ;  and  in  which  he  will  give  ear, 
at  least,  to  those  things  that  in  the  season  of  health  and  pros- 
perity he  despises.  Affliction  is  the  month  in  which  every  man 
is  to  be  found  ;  and,  therefore,  is  a  time  of  which  we  ought  tsi 
avail  ourselves.  It  is  then,  if  ever,  that  the  waot  of  a  solid 
ground  of  hope  is  sensibly  felt.  It  is  then  that  worldly  sup^ 
ports  fail :  like  vicious  companions,  they  withdraw  from  tub 
bed  of  affliction,  and  leave  men  to  die  alone.  This,  therefore, 
is  the  time  for  Religion  to  obtain,  at  least,  a  hearing.  And 
when,  in  subserviency  to  the  good  of  mens'  souls,  we  relieve 
their  temporal  wants,  they  cannot  but  perceive  the  sincerity 
of  our  counsels ;  and  inust  ordinarily  be  induced  to  regard 
them  yrith  candid  attention.  Such  was  the  conduct  of  our 
Lord  himself:  he  went  about  continually  doing  good  to  men/ 
bodies,  as  the  n^eans  of  gaining  access  to  their  minds. 

When  in  London,  about  a  month  ago,  I  was  requested  t# 
weath  a  Sermoa  in  favour  of  one  of  those  Societies,  at  Maze 
Pond  Meeting-house ;  and  this  I  cheerfully  cQmplied  witfa« 
Just  as  I  was  coming  away,  a  paper  was  put  into  my  hands, 
by  otie  of  the  members  ;  of  which  the  following  is  the  tub* 
ttaQce  :  — 
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840  iDTANTAGC^  OF  nSlttNCi  SOCirflES. 

About  the  mlidle  of  the  year  179S,  a  fev^  individuals  in  Sbot^^w^k^ 

united  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  and  relieving  the  afflicted  poor.     Ey 
the  beginning  of  1799,  being  formed  into  regular  order,  aqd  encouraged 
Dy  the  subscriptions  of  other  Christian  friends,  they  began  their  visits. 
On  the,  4trk  of  January,  J.  C — d   and  J.W — d  were  appohited  by 

Ae  Society  to  visit  a  Mr.  S — ,   Brandon-street,  New  Road,    Bcr- 

xnondsey.     They  found  him  in  a  deplorable  state  of  mind,  — a  poor  hard, 
coed   siaiier.     Extreme  ignorance,   carelessness,  and   profaneness,  even 
under  the  most  dangerous  affliction,  were  manifest' in  the  whole  of  hisbc^ 
haviour.     The  day  before  he  was  visited,  a  ki.ii  friend  had  intimated  t«l 
him,   that  his  dissolution  was  apparently  at   hand.     He  answered,  **  I 
know  not  that  then  is  a  God,  a  Heaven,  or  a  Hell  j  but  if  there  be,  a  day, 
or  even  a  few  hoars,  are  snSficient  for  that  !**     In  the  first  interview,  at- 
tempts wcie  made  to  convince  him  of  the  evil  of  sin,  and  of  his.  lost  con- 
dition as  a  siimcr ;  and  certain  instances  of  his  evil  conduct,  of  which  the 
visitants  had  been  informed,  were  alleged  as  proofs  of  it.     This  arrested 
his  attention.  They  proceeded  in  holding  up  before  him  the  accumulat«| 
wickedness  of  his  whole  life;  feeling  aiui expressing  at  the  same  time, 
their  tender  concern  for  his  immortal  soul,  now  about  to  appear  before 
its  God.     At  the  close  of  the  interview,  one  of  the  visitors,  according  ta 
the  directions  of  the  Society,  went  to  prayer;  and  iniplored  mercy  from 
the  God  of  all  grace,  to  be  nianifpsted  through  Jesus  Christ,  to  this  poor 
perishing  sinner.     His  mind  seemed  to  be  aft'ected  by  what  he  had  heard. 
He  thanked  them  repeatedly  for*  their  kind  attention  to  his  best  intcrcstsj 
and  Untreated  them  to  coine  again. 

In  future  visits,  they  dwelt  upon  the  great  tniths  of  revelation;  and, 
iccdrding  to  the  ability  given  them,  insisted  particularly  on  tlie  excel- 
lency, the  suitableness,  and  preciousness  of  Christ, — on  the  great  gracfeo^ 
God  towards  miserable  smncrs,  —  and  the  rich  provision  made  tor  the  sc- 
ouring his  own  honour,  in  the  eternal  salvation  of  all  that  believe.  They 
also  Fccommendcd  him  to  read  the  Scriptures,  and  to  pray ;  and  it  ap- 
peared that  their  instructions  and  counsels  were  not  in  vain.  They  after, 
wards  frequently  found  him  reading  the  Bible;  and  he  would  express  to 
them  the  satisfaction  he  enjoyed  in  it,  and  in  prayer,  ai\d  spiritual  con- 
versation. Freely  and  repeatedly  he  confessed  his  aggravated  guilt, — 
acknowledging  that  he  deserved  the  displeasure  of  God  in  the  greatest 
degree  ;  yet  hoped  to  obtain  forgiveness,  from  the  grace  of  God,  through 
jcsus  Christ.  On  this  alone  he  professed  to  rely,  as  encourag^  by  tlic 
declarations  and  promises  of  the  gospel. 

When  certain  favourable  symptoms  induced  a  hope  of  recovery,  hii 
^sires  of  life  appeared  to  be,  that  he  might  have  opportunity  of  proving 
tl^e  sincerity  of  his  professions,  and  live  to  the  glory  of  God  in  Christiao 
.  Society,  as  he  had  heretofore  lived  to  his  dishonour  in  the  society  of  the 
wicked.  He  would  x)ften  express  his  gratitude  to  the  visitors,  aad  to 
the  Society  who  s^nt  them ;  —  blessing  God  for  them  as  the  instnu 
wents  by  which  he  was  rescued  from  eternal  misery :  and  when  relief  wai 
forded  him,  under  his  temporal  wants,  he  discovered  the  same  grateful 
^irit.  As  the  disorder  increased  (a  consumption)  and  dissolution  drew* 
tiear,  he  discovered  increasing  composure  antl  spirituality  of  mind.  His 
hofjes  of  eternal  life,  as  the  free  gitt  of  God  to  sinners  ot  mankind,  thro* 
his  well-beloved  Son,  seemed  mure  vigorous,  and  his  soul  more  lively 
than  before*  Expecting  every  night,  as  it  arrived,  to  be  his  last,  he 
)>ould  take  leave  without  any  appearance  of  terror  ;  and  express  his  hope 
of  being  soon  in  glory.    On  April  9,  1799,  in  this  state  of  mind  he  died. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  visitors  are  not  without  hope  inbcbil* 
ef  his  widow,  who  appeared  from' the  first  to  be  impressed  by  the  thin|» 
that  were  spoken.  She  observed,  atone  of  their  visits,  "  What  you  have 
addnesied  to  my  husband,  equally  conoems  me  ;"  and,  on  all  occasions, 
|)aid  a  serious  attention  to  what  was  said.  It  was  from  her  they  learned,^ 
that  her  husbajid  had  been  extremely  wicked  albretime  j  and  that,  cvt» 
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during  his  affliction,  te  bad  often  been  guilty  of  profane  svwring,  aivj 
extend  the  most  passionate  language ;  but^  from  th?  time  tliat  he  was 
VI  itcd,  she  said,  he  swore  no  more  ;  and  no  more  fell  into  any  of  tlio^ 
▼ioleht  passions  to  wliich  he  had  been  so  greatly  addicted.  She  also  m- 
iormed  them,  that  he  warned  his  wicked  -coippwiions ;  one  of  f^^^9^?  espe^ 
cially,  who  came  to  see  him  in  his  affliction,  appeared  to  feel  very  wr. 
cibly  the  poignancy  of  his  reproof.  She  farthet  assured  them,  that  he 
was  resigned  to  the  will  of  God,  not  only  when  they  wer^  present  with 
Wra,  but  uniformly  90  5  and  that  they  enjcfyed  more  happiness  together^ 
dunilg  the  few  Ut  weeks  of  his  life,  than  in  all  their  man-ied  s^att 
before,'* 

N.  4.  The  paper  makes  mention  of  1 57  ca^s  being  admitted  |he  first 
year }  and  upwards  of  60 1.  expended. 

On  this  interesting  storv,  the  reader  is  left  to  makeliis  own 
reflections.  Those  \vho,have  been  immediately  concerned  in 
it  must  surely  sav,  and  it  may  be  presumed  others  will  say 
also,  '^  What  halh  God  wrought !"      .  G aius.   ■ 


THE  SERVANT  OF  AWWORK.      ' 

In  a  late  periodical  ppblication,  there  was  |tn  adV^rtise- 
Bacnt  for  a  steadj/  setvant  of  all-work.  This  struck  ma  as  a  sii\- 
gular  requisition ,;  and  that  the  advertiser  will  find  sdkne  diffi- 
culty in  finding  a  servant  who  wodd  be  willing  and  able  to 
fulfil  the  duties  of  such  an  arduous  post.  Ho\Tever  this  mjhr 
be,  I  think  I  know  one  Mastei*  who  has  a  right  to  demand  sucn 
servants  ;•— persons  of  all-work.  ^\  One  is  our  Master,'  cVeii 
Christ."  He  attaches  us  to  his  person  ;  —  he  inclines  us  to 
prefer  his  service  to  that  ^f  every  other  master.  Herte^, 
when  we  have  received  the  earnest  of  his  Spirit, 'wejoht  his 
family  willingly,  and  take  that  part  in'  It  wliich  his  wfeiom 
assigns.  •;       .   .  ,  ..       » 

ftom  this  time,  we  reckon  it  a  pleasure  to  serve  him,  and 
obey  his  orders  ;  and  he  expects  that,  from  the  moment  w6  d're 
received  into  his  household,  we  should  conform  to  his  rules, 
and  submit  to  his  authqrit^iV  Knowing,  therefore,  that  we  serve 
the  Lord  Christy  we  say,  :wrtThi  the  Isl-aelites,  '^  All  that,  the  Lord 
hath  spoken  we  will  ao.'*  And  sbouhd  a  Joshua  suspect  our 
sincerity  and  zeal,  we  eagerly  reply,^^  Th^  Lord  gur  God  we 
will  serve,  and  his  voice  will  we  ob^y,'*  Now,  our  adorable 
Master  has  ^iven  us  his  written  commands,  viz.  *'  That  we 
should  serve  m  newness  of  spirit,  -rr-  that  henceforth  'we  should 
not  serve  Sin, -« that  we  should  be  careful  to  maintain  good 
works ;  to  be  zealous  of  them,  to  be  rich  in  them,  tp  provoke 
others  to  theni,  to  be  perfect  in  them,  to  glorify  God  by  them. 
All  this  is  very  proper ;  nor  do  we  doubt  of  the  reasonableness 
of  these  commands,  when  we  first  enter  the  service  of  Christ : 
\>ut  as  he  is  always  the  same,  his  service  is  the  sam^  ;  and  h^ 

%i.  Yy 
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expects,  n^y  demand^^  that  we  be  servants  of  all-work ;  or^  in 
the  apostle's  emphatic  language,  ''ready  to  every  good  work.** 

This  work  consists  in  looking  to  Christ  for  direction  and  as-* 
sistance;  in  watchfiilhess>  in  diligence,  in  activity.  We  must 
work  while  it  is  day  ;  and,  like  him,  finish  the  work  we  have 
to  do ;  for  ",  the  night  cometh,  when  no  man  can  work." 

Farther :  This  expression  all-xoork,  has  m^ny  other  appendant 
duties.  For  instance.  Are  we  private  Christians  ?  Here  is  work 
in  the  closef,  and  work  in  the  family  ;  which  all  diligent  ser- 
vants attend  to  every  day.  Besides,  there  is  much  work  to  do 
in  the  church,  of  which  our  Master  is  the  liead  ;— social 
prayer  and  conversation,  punctual  attendance  on  public  ordi- 
nances, &c, :  and  such  kind  of  work  as  this,  very  much 
;^trengthens  the  hands  of  the  tipper  servants,  who,  for  want  of 
such  friendly  attentions,  often  go  to  rest  very  weary,  and  greatly 
discouraged.  Again  :  Here  is  much  work  to  do  in  procuring 
more,  servants  for  our  Lord's  service:  for  what  between  the 
death  of  many  who  go  to  enjoy  their  reward,  and  the  failure  of 
Others,  who  run  awc^  through  dh\ike  of  family -order,  we  are 
authorized  to  say,  and  yet  there  is  room  ;  our  Lord's  House  b 
potft^lt 

Hence  diferent  spheres  of  usefulness  open  before  us.  Here 
is  work  in  our  faqiilies  and  neighbourhoods ;  Missionary  worl^ 
in  which  counsel,  and  prayer,  and  money,  are  much  wanted  1 
Ifere  is  work  to  do  in  the  nation,  and  out  of  it :  in  country 
.village^,  in  every  direction ;  or>  by  our  representatives,  to  thp 
Tfry  ends  of  the  earth  •  '        . 

JSJay.  the  advertisement  be  applied  to  ministers  ?  How  much 
docs  it  behove  them  to  be'iiien  of  aU-icprk  !  Ou^ht  they  not 
.  to  hf  like  their  M^tcr,  ^'  who  came  not  to  be  ministered  unto, 
.^t  <o  n^inister  V^,  Y^;  honoured  servants  of  an  infinitely  hon- 
ourable Master !  see  what  various  and  laborious  duties  the 
apostle  describes  in  2  Cor.  vi:  3—7.  May  these  things  be  in 
you  and  abound,  with  the  exception  of  certain  trials,  which^ 
4  trust,  your  Master  will  never  suffer  you  to  experience ! 

But  the  advertisement,  which  occasioned  these  reflections, 
requires  a  steady  servant  t09  ;  and,  indeed,  what  is  a  servant 
-without  steadiness  ?  Yet,  on  tbie  point,  the  servants  of  Christ 
have  to  lament  the  want  of  this  principle.  Alas  !  we  soon 
grow  "  weary  in  well-domg.'^  And  why  ?  Because  we  fail  in 
l^ooking  to  our  bjessed  Master  for  those  cncouragenicnts  which 
would  ^ifectuall^  banish  incfolence  and  relaxation.  Hence  it 
is,  that  the  service  begins  secretly  to  be  disrelished ;  and  those 
servafits,  who  are  in  such  a  case,  will  surely  be  disposed  to  find 
.  fauk  with  one  another,  when  the  quarrel  ought  to  be  with 
themselves*  Some  of  the  vpptr  servants  begin  at  this  time  to 
be  treated  with  inattention  and  neglect,  with  misrepresenta- 
.tion  nqd  contempt;    If  they,  ever  so  prudently,  remmd  them 
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of  their  duty,  they  do  not  like  that  legal  phrase  Duty,  when 
applied  to  the  Lorn  s  free-men  ;  especially^  if  the  }[oung  upper, 
servants  dare  to  open  their  mouths  tpon  it^  they  are  i^adj  to 
wish  them  t  unit  a  out  of  doors.  Instead  of "  receiving  them^ 
iu  the  Lord,  with  all  gladness,  and  holding  them  in  reputa- 
tioB,"  they  translate  the  passage,  "  Receive  them  with  all  sad* 
nesSy  and  hold  such  in  reprobation  /"  They  conceive,  that  if 
their  Master  would  but  put  these  youngsters  down,  and  set 
them  up,  they  could  do  a  vast  deal  better.  —  A  neighbour  of 
mine  has  been  trying,  for  several  years,  to  be  regularly  nxed 
in  an  upper  department ;  and  though,  poor  man T  he  has  had 
the  vanity  to  think  himself  saperior  to  all  our  Lord's  upper 
8er\  ants  in  two  large  counties ;  yet,  unfortunately,  there  ar« 
only  about  half  a  dozen  elderly  females  who  can  discern  his 
superiority ! 

But  to  return.  Why  do  we  see  these  ebullitions  of  vanity, 
and  this  fearful  spirit  of  insubordination  i  Are  the  commands 
of  our  Master  changed  ?  his  authority  lessened  ?  his  upper  ser- 
vants altered  ?  Ah,  no  !  not  in  a  single  iota  ;  but  a  love  of 
reading  erroneous  books,  and  unseasonable  conversations  with 
their  fellow-servants,  when  they  should  be  at  closet  or  family- 
work  ;  this  it  is  that  makes  them  high-minded  and  indolent. 
Hence,  though  they  do  not,  in  so  many  words,  find  fault  with 
their  Master,  they  fritter  away,  or  very  s^lovcnly  perform  thos^ 
duties  in  which  tjbeir  whole  souls  were  once  engaged.  A 
steady  attachment,  therefore,  to  the  person,  the  house,  the 
upper  servants,  the  whole  service  of  our  honoured  Master^  i» 
requisite  ;  but  where  Duty  calls,  privilege,  and  honour,  and 
happiness  is  secured.  In  these  thmgs,  we  are  superior  to  the 
servants  of  Sin  ;  we  are  immediately  paid,  well  paid,  honour* 
ably  paid,  for  all  our  services  !  Such  is  the  liberality  of  out 
divine  Master  to  all  his  unprofitable  servants!  Permit  me^ 
then,  to  recommend  this  sentiment  for  daily  use  :  '^  Therefore, 
my  beloved  brethren,  be  ye  steadfast,  immoveable,  always 
abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord ;  forasmuch,  as  ye  know 
that  your  labour  is  not  in  vain  in  th^  Lord !" 

Many  of  my  readers  are,  perhaps,  enquiring  after  the  sei*- 
vice  of  Christ ;  but  still  hesitate  about  entering  into  his  family, 
though  they  have  often  been  told,  he  will  receive  them  freely* 
Let  me  beg  such  persons  seriously  to  weigh  the  apostle's  lan- 
guage :  "  Know  ye  not,  tliat  to  whom  ye  yield  yourselves  ser- 
vants to  obey,  — his  servants  ye  are  to  whom  ye  obey,  whether 
of  sin  unto  death,  or  of  obedience  unto  righteousness  f  For 
the  wages  of  sin  is  death  ;  but  the  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord."  How  infinitely  preferable  is 
it  to  be  made  '*  free  from  sin,  and  become  servants  to  God,  that 

Je  may  have  your  fruit  unto  holiness,  arid  the  end  everlasting 
feT'  Efaphhas. 

Y  y  ia 
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'     Jlni  the  headqfp^gon,  and  both  the  palms  of  his  hanJ$, 
tveh  cut  offtq>on  the  thttshold.  —  1  Sam.  v.  4. 

The  destruction  of  iDagon,  before  the  ark  of  the  Lord^ 
clearly  discovered  the  vanity  of  idols^and  the  irresis^tible  power 
•f  God.  The  circumstances  attending  his  demolition  are  re- 
markable;  and  in  them,  it  is  possible,  may  be  traced  a  con- 
iormity  with  the  manner  in  which  different  nations  treated  the 
idol  deities  of  each  other.  Dagon  was  not  merely  thrown 
down,  but  was  also  broken  in  pieces  ;  and  some  of  these  frag- 
ments were  found  on  the  threshold.  There  is  a  circumstance 
stated  in  Maurice*s  Modern  History  of  Hindostan,  vol.  i, 
part  2,  page  296,  which  seems  ih  some  points  similar  to  what 
is  recorded  of  Dagon^  Speaking  of  the  destruction  -of  the  idol 
in  the  temple  at  Sumnaut,  he  says,  ^*  That  fragments  of  the  de- 
molished idol  were  distributed  to  the  several  mosques  of  Mecca, 
l^e^ind,  and  Gazna,  to  be  thrown  at  the  ihreshold  of  their  gates, 
and  be  trampled  upon  by  devout  and  zealous  Mussulmen.  In  . 
both  instances,  tlie  situation  of  the  fragments  at  the  threshold 
seems  to  intimate  the  complete  triumph  of  tjiobe  whp  had 
overcome  tlie  idols ;  and  might,  probably,  be  a  customary  ex- 
pression of  indignity  and  contempt,  B. 
St.  Mans.                 ^ 

THE  CONTRAST. 

A  FEW  weeks  .ngo,  a  lady  who  was  present  at  a  charity-ser- 
mon, preachicd  by  ah  evangelical  minister,  found  herself  much 
indisposed  to  an  act  of  generosity  at  that  time ;  and,  therefore, 
passed  the  pfate  without  giving  any  thing.  While  returning 
jftom  church  to  her  own  house,  she  had  occasion  to  examiw 
her  pocket;  when,  to  her  great  mortification,  she  found  that 
«he  had  been  robbed  of  all  her  cash  ;  upon  whi^h  she  made 
the  following  reflection  :  —  "  1  perceive,  that  if  God  could  no\ 
find  the  way  into  my  pocket,  the  Devil  could." 

A  more  phasing  circumstance  prescTtts  iiielf  ih  the  following^ 
Extract  of  a   Letter  from  a  Poor  Woman  to  the  Rc%\  M.\\^ 

"  Since  1779,  I  have  been  tossed  about,  and  hare  gone 
dirough  much  tribulation  :  —  am  often,  full  of  doubts  and  fears» 
of  which  1  ought  to  be  ashamed.  1  mourn  and  pray  against 
my  h^lrd  heart ;  and -sometimes  feel  such  comfort  in  the  view 
of  holiness,  that  1  would  be  all  graoe  and  love ;  and  although 
iny  chrcumstailces  are  very  narrow,  yet  I  pray  the  Lord  to  ac» 
pept,  through  his  beloved  Son^  the  widow's  mite.  Inclosed  \$* 
one  shillings  towai-ds  promoting  tlie  gospel  by  the  Mis^ionaiJ 
Society  ;  and  I  pray  God  bless  their  endeavours !  —  and  ou 
*killing  for  those  who^isit  the  sick.  May  God  bless  them  also !" 
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WILLIAM  Oft  AM, 
vf  Vevo  Inn  Tard^  Skvreditch^ 

Havikg  a  wife  ai)d  four  small 
children,  was  recommended,  as  an 
object  of  great  distress,  to  The  Bcr 
nevolent  Female  Society,  held  at 
No.  €,  Susannah  Place,  Curtain- 
Road,  Shoreditch  $  which  was  in. 
stituted  Jan.  1,  1799,  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  necessitous  poor. 

When  one  of  the  visitors  went  to 
him,  he  was  much  distressed  in  cir- 
ciimstaiices ;  being  only  a  journey- 
man  shoemaker,    and  had  scarce 
b<tn  able  to  do  any  work  for  some 
months  past,  —  On  being  asked,  if 
l^ie  had  been  accustomed  to  attend 
any  place  of  public  worship,  he 
aBfwered,he  had  never  forsaken  his 
churcli,  being  brought  up  to  it ; 
but  it  was  too  apparent  he  had  never 
yet  seen  his  lost  state  as  a  sinner 
before 'God ;  nor  as  yet  was  able  to 
distii^uish  between  the  preaching 
of  dry  morality^  and  the  humbling, 
fieait  -  purifying  go&p^l   of  Jesus. 
He  was  advised  to  go  and  hear  the 
Rev.  Mr.   Wilkinson;    which  he 
ptonised  to   ^o^    and  after  so^e 
«   time   spent  in  pray«r,.  and  in  con- 
versing on  the  blessing  of  sanctiiied 
affliakm«,   uqder  which  the  poor 
man's  tears  plentifully  flowed,  his 
friend,   for    that  time,    took    her 
kave. 

The  next  time  he  .was  visited, 
his. spirit  appeared  to  be  much 
broken  down,  und^r  a  sense  of  the 
sins  of  his  past  life  ;  and  was  much 
Reeled  with  the  earnest  prayer 
which  was  offei]ed  up  to  God  on  his 
beludf.  When  the  same  friend  came 
again,  a  day  or  two  after,  she  spake 
very  closely  to  hin^  on  the  state  of 
his  soul,  and  pointed  out  the  impos- 
ftbility  of  our  being  saved  by  uny 
titiag  we  can  do.  This  was  a  truth 
which  the  logal  bias  of  his  mind 
coold  Bot  at  firsr receive  ;  but,  as  he 
al^e*ward  jtold  her,  he  was  deter- 
snedfrom  that  time  to  search  the 
pSfti  4Bore  than  he  had  hitherto 
^dne,  and  see  if  these  things  were 
at,  lathis  search  the  Divine  Spirit 


was  pleased  to  shine  upon  his  own 
word,  and  bear  it  wiih  his  own  light 
and  conviction  to  his  heart ;  so  that 
he  now  saw  his  undone  condition  as 
a  simmer,  and  the  need  of  Jesus  as  a 
Saviour  for  his  souL 

When  the  friends  who  kindly  mi- 
ni^ered  to  his  temporal  wants,  and 
tenderly  felt  for  his  immortal  inte- 
rests, came  to  visit  him  again,  on 
puttHig  a  trifle  into  his  hand,  he 
said,  with  many  tears,  *'  I  wished 
much  to  sc'"'  you,  but  not  for  this  j 
•—  it  is  your  instruction  and  your 
prayers  that  I  want.  I  shall  never 
ibrgct  the  day  when  I  was  first  vi- 
sited by  you,  O,  I  longed  to  se« 
you  again  !  but  something  within 
persuaded  me  that  I  should  not; 
and  that  almost  broke  my  heart. 
I  never  saw  things  before  as  1  d» 
now }  because  I  was  not  so  openly 
wicked  as  sdme  others,  I  thimght 
1  should  do  well  :  but  I  find  that 
to  be  only  a  sandy  foundation ;  and 
dying  in  that  state,  I  could  never 
have  been  happy^"  When  encour- 
aged to  look  to  the  Lord  Jesui*  as 
the-only  Saviour  of  sinner*,  l;is  an- 
swer was,  he  believed  the  Lord 
would  make  his  afflictions  a  blessing 
to  that  end. 

So  long  as  he  was  a))le  to  go 
abroad,  he  attended  at  the  Taber- 
nacle.; and,  for  about  a  year  before 
his  death,  was  a  communicant  there. 
The  word  aiid  ordinances  werf? 
greatly  blessed  to  his  soul,  and  he 
was  evidently  ripening  fast  under 
them,  for  a  better  world;  insomuch, 
that  he  used  to  say,  his  feeble 
body  (being  in  the  last  stage  of  a 
rapid  consiuuption)  could  hardly 
bear  the  fnlncbs  of  joy  he  was  in- 
dulged witli.  In  conversing  with  a 
friend  on  Easter-Monday,  lie  said) 
**  O  what  a  blessed  time  I  had  on 
Good-Friday  !  What  ^.  view  of  the 
sufferings  or  Jesus,  the  Friend  of 
Sinners!  O  that  1  could  love  him 
as  I  ought !  The  world  is  now  no- 
thing to  me  :  —  rhave  but  one  de- 
sire ;  and  that  is,  to  be  fitted  for 
Heaven."  Being  asked,  it  he  had 
any  fears  of  death,  seeing  it  is  a 
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very  solemn  thing  to  die,  and  enter 
upon  an  eternal  world,  —  he  said, 
**  No  i  for  I  am  not  what  I  once 
was  ;  and  I  know  that  a  saving 
change  has  passed  on  my  fieart,'* 

At  another  time,  looking  very 
eamcjitly  on  his  friendly  visitors, 
he  said, "  How  happy  are  yOii  to  be 
so  dead  to  the  world,  and  so  free 
from  wandering  thoughts  !**  The 
friend  replied,  *  You  are  quite  mi>- 
taken  ;  I  feel  too  much  attachment 
to  this  world,  and  many  things 
which  cjiuse  me  daily  to  mourn  be* 
fore  the  Lord.*  —  After  pausing 
awhile,  he  said,  **  I  do  not  know 
why  you  sliould  be  discouraged,  — 
you  have  been  made  a  great  bless- 
ing tc  me;  and,  I  believe,  the  Lord 
will  bless  you ;  and,  as  well  as  I 
can,  I  pray  that  he  may.  You  have 
often  told  me,  if  any  good  was  done, 
either  by  speaking  or  praying,  it 
must  be  by  ihe  Holy  Spirit ;  there- 
fore you  may  expect  a  blessing.  I 
had  long  wished  to  speak  to  some 
serious  persons;  and,  since  my  ill- 
ness. Providence  has  sent  me  suchj 
for  if  I  had  chosen  them  myself, 
,  they  could  not  have  been  better.** 

After  trying  change  of  air  for  a 
few  months,  he  returned  home  to 
his  afflicted  partner  rather  Worse. 
On  seeing  her  weep,  he  said,  **  Do 
not  weep,  but  rejoice.  What  a 
bles&ed  .iffliction  has  this  been  to 
lue  I  Siiicc  my  absence,  I  have  l>ad 
son:e  reasons  of  sv^cci  communion 
with  tlic  Lord  :  —  I  never  thought 
there  could  have  been  so  much 
pleasure  found  in  reading  the  Bible 
before."  His  eldest  child  lay  some 
months  in  u  decline  ;  which  much  - 
aftectcd  him  :  and  though  he  found 
it  aluiost  like  death  to  part  with 
him,  he  was  eiubled  to  ^ive  him 
*up.     Ia  the  last  sttige  of  his  dis- 


order his  ptin  was  very  great ;  but 
he  was  kept  sweetly  resigned  to  the 
divine^  will.    The  eighth  chapter 
of  Romany,  and  the  second  chapter 
of  Peter's  first  epistle,  were  greatly 
blessed  to  his  soul.     Aboiita  fort- 
night before  he  died,   Satan  was 
permitted  to  butfet  him  for  a  while 
with  doubts  and  fears,  as   to  ^is 
passage  through  Death  ;   but  the 
Lord  the  Spirit  lifted  up  a  standaj^ 
against  the  enemy,  insomuch,  that 
when  a  friend  a^ked  him,  a  little 
befoie  he  died,  *  Arc  you  happy?* 
He  said,  *•  As  happy  as  I  can  be  on 
this  side  Heaven!"      With  good 
Dr.  Doddridge  he  could  say,  — 
**  Dear  Shepherd,  lead  me  on. 

My  soul  disdains  to  fear; 
Death's  gloomy  phantoms  all  are 
fled. 

Now  Life's  great  Lord  is  near!** 

When  almost  past  speaking,  lie 
turned  to  his  wife,   and  said,  ■*  De 
not   be  alarmed,   I   shall   soon  go 
through  the  Valley  of  Death ;  but 
I  have  nothing  to  do  but  die.'*  Af- 
ter being  sometime  silent,  be  broke 
out,  and  said,  **  There  is  a  river, 
the  streams  whereof  make  glad  the 
city  of  God ;  you  have  tasted  it,  and 
will    shortly    be    at    the  fountain 
head.     O  that  is  what  I  want,  —  to 
bow  before  the  celestial  throne  1** 
Looking  at  a  friend,   he  said,  "  I 
wi&h  1  could  speak  more ;  but  when 
we  meet  in  Heaven  we  shall  talk  it 
ajlover!"     Sitch  was  the  blessed 
frame  in  which  he  bowed  his  head 
and  slept  in  Jesus,  Feb.3,  i8o3,after 
two  years  of  deep  affliction.    His 
mortal  part  was  interred  iuHoljrwell 
Mount  burial-ground,  by  the  Rev. 
J.  A.  Knight,  of  the  TaWfiTiafle, 
on  the   Friday  following. —  "Lei 
my  last  end  be  like  his  I" 


'  Sweet  is  the  hour  that  brings  the  Pilgrim  rest. 
And  calls  the  lab'rer  to  his  peacetul  home  ; 
So  to  the  ^eat  assembly  of  the  blest, 

God's  faithful  servants  joyfully  sha41  comel 

Soon  will  the  Saviour  wake  their  sleeping  dust. 
By  Sin  consigned  to  greedy  Death  a  preyj 

Then  shall  the  rising  bodies  of  the  Just, 

With  ceaseless  rapture  hail  ;he  glorious  day  I'* 

FHIX-EMOKt 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


(    347    ) 
ftEVIEW  OF  RELIGIOUS  PUBUCATIONS. 


Scnpture  Illostratod,  iy  tmam  of 
Vatwal  ScitTHce,  in  Boi/v^',  ^^^^ogyi 
Grt^aphf  Natural  fSn^r/f  Natural 
fhitosophyy  Uuitsih  "{dofnesitc  and 
fniUtarj)  Habiliments^  Manners  and 
Customs  J  fsfc.  fsfc,  withmatn  Plates, 
principally  by  tki  ^tor  o/CalmetU 
Dietionary  of  tkfi  Bible.  In  Eighi 
Farts,  Price  ^s,  f^A. 

Titts  work,  of  the  first  part  of 
<{vhich  we  formerly  gave  notice  in 
cur  Ma^s^ine^    being   now    com- 
pleted, we  presume'  that  it  may  be 
acceptable  to    our  readers,  it  we 
offer  aa  idea  of  its  CQiiteuts,  which 
«^  indeed  very  multifarious,  and 
of  different  degree  of  merit.     It  is 
professedly  calculated  f^  fill  up  a 
deficiency,  which  has  occasionally 
been  felt  by  these  who  Wish  to  be 
thorotighly    intimate    with    every 
part  of  th^r  9ible  ^  and  \t  muft  be 
acknowlcd^,  that  while  divinity 
aod  the  precious  truths  of  the  gos- 
pel  form  the  proper  and  substaatial  ' 
Ipnjoyments  and  studies  of  Minis- 
ters and  Christians,    the  subjects 
treated  in  this  work  have  been  pas- 
sed  by  with  too  little  .notice  and 
investigation,  although  they  might 
have  agreeably  diversified  a  course 
of  reading,  or  might  have  cleared, 
in  many  instances,  the  true  sense  of 
Scripture. 

'  Tl\is  publication  is  divided  intd 
two  parts :  the  first  refers  to  subjects 
of  science,  as  they  occur  iu  the  course 
of  the  sacred  books.     We  meet,  in 
this  division,  with  particular  atten- 
tion  to  the  order  of  the  creation,  and 
to  the  phenomena  of  the   deluge, 
whoise  history   is  justified  by  the 
principles  of  rarefaction  and  conden- 
tetion  as  now  established  by  modern 
discoveries ;  and  the  history  of  Noah 
and  his  Ark,  is  given  according 
to  the  results  of  the  inquisitive  re- 
searches of  our  country  meh  in  India. 
^      |n  like  manner  the  slavery  foretold 
by  Noah,  as  characterizirfg  the  pQS- 
ferity  of  his  son  Ham,  is  explained 
from  the  natural  want  of  fertility  in 
*oroc  parts  of  Africa,  as  lately  as- 
ecrtaincd  by  Mr.  Mungo   Parke. 
The  njii^clcs  of  Egypt,  the  quails 


(which  here  are  supposed  to  be 
locusts)  the  manna^  as  now  gathered 
in  the  east ;  the  distinctions  of  a%i« 
mals,  clean  and  unclean,  with  tlie 
external  matks  of  the^ie  distiiKtious, 
^me  of  which  we  conless  were  new 
to  us,  and  many  other  particulars  of 
natural  history  as  suggested  in  the 
Bible,  ar^  examined  and  explained. 
Many  curious  circumstances  are  no- 
ticed;  and,  on  some  passaj^es,  mucli 
light  is  filed.  By  way  ofinstauce, 
we  shall  transcribe  a  pas^Mige,  oi^ 
which  a  Paine  may  contradict  an 
Apostle  if  he  pleases  -,  but  whick 
a  naturalist  knows  to  ^  not  only 
perfectly  ntional,  but  perfectly 
correct. 

I  Cor:  XV.  36«— **  Thou  focj,  that  which 
ihoa  aowesc  is  not  quickcneo,  except  it  die. 
And  that  which  thou  sowe^t,  chou  ^owert 
not  that  body  which  shall  be,  but  bare 
grain  i  f^erbaps  wheat,  or  any  other  grain. 
But  God  git^th  it  a  bddy  as  it  hath  plnsc4 
him  r  to  crcry  seed  hw  own  body.'^ 

To  die,  heR»  is  plainly  put  for  ceasing 
to  retain  present  form  and  appearance ;  h\x% 
this  is  not  inconsistent  with  le- appearance, 
tinder  another  form :  and  this  is  strictiy 
philosophical ;  for,  that  matter  docs  ncC 
(die)  perish,  'but  assume  different  xnodifi<r 
calionsy  is  a  principle  well  known  and  ad*> 
mitted  in  philoso|ihy.  In  the  present  to- 
stance,  the  succeeding  luodtficatioa  is  re- 
ftafetnci,  or  feiriility;  b«t  every  kind  of 
grain,  according  4o  its  own  specific  pro- 
perties, the  ofispring  resembling  the  pa- 
rent s  which  is  ihc  suhjtcc  of  daily  obser- 
vation, ^nd  opeu  to  daily  remark.  This  ts^ 
one  idea  of  the  apostle.  But  I  apprehend 
there  is  another : — "  Thou  sowesc  bare— ■ 
naked  grain," — grain  separated  from  its 
stem,  leaves,  beard,  ice  its  oufer  cover- 
ings'; it  having  teen  threshed,  &c.  before 
it  is  sownt  nevertheless,  it  rises  from  th« 
earth  with  outer  coverings,  leaves,  scera^ 
beard,  3cc.  according  to  its  nature.  It  is 
sown  naked,  it  rises  clothed  ;  it  is  sown 
imperfe^,  it  rises  perfect  j  it  is  sown  de- 
prived, it  rises  improved ;  it  is  sown  in  dis- 
honour,  it  rises  glorious  ;  so  also  the  re- 
suircction  of  the  body,  5fc. 

Vtr.  41. — "  There  is  one  glory  of  the 
sun,  and  another  glory  of  the  m^-jon,  a«d 
another  glory  of  the  stars  j  for  star  difiVretb 
from  star  in  glory."  This  is  true,  to  the 
observation  of  the  oninstructcd  eye  ;"  it  is 
true,  also,  to  the  experience  of  astrono- 
mers.   Indeed;  they  arc  the  best  judges  on 
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thii  sutyect.  Those  who,  to  behold  the 
suuy  are  obligcato  intcrpoie  tf&rk^la&ses, 
or  fluids  blackened  by  ink,  while,  to  be- 
hold the  moon  or  the  stars,  they  carefully 
coocentrace  ertry  ray  of  light  whiph  they 
can  collect,  must  be  extremely  sensible  of 
llie  troth  o*  oor  texc  Nor  is  this  ail ;  for 
the  planets,  which  tirt  commooly  feckoncd 
jRHong  stars,  arc  cenAialy  muck  brighter, 
aad  more  Btc«dy,  in  their  li^ht  tbun  the 
fixed  stars;  while  these  also  differ  in  biil« 
liancy  among  themselves.  They  differ  in 
brilliancy  to  the  naked  eye ;  and  the  eye, 
by  their  brilliancy,  estimates  their  dis* 
tanccs.  But  there  is  another  sense  in 
which  itars  differ  in  glory  ;  for,  through 
the  immensely  powerful  telescopes  of 
Herschcl,  they  appear  some  red,  some 
green,  some  yellow,  some  white.  No  bed 
bf  ivlips  fhews  greater  variety  of  splendor. 
'  The  more  we  know,  therefore,  the  stronger 
U  the  impprt  of  this  pMsa^;  end  the  mor^ 
correct  do  the  ideas  and  expre&sions  of  the 
apostle  ap|»ear,  or  rather  those  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  speaking  by  himi 

The  reader  will  perceive  that  here 
modern  discoveries  are  marsliaUed 
finder  the  staiklard  of  truth  ^  and 
the  labours  of  the  learned  in  natu- 
ral things,  arc  directed  to  tlic  sup. 
port  of  evangelic  principles. 

Tlie  second  division  ot  this  work 
Consists  of  detached  enquiries  into 
a  great  variety  of  subjects.  The 
3eadinc[  ideas  of  the  writers  are, 
that  tne  original  station  of  Noah 
after  the  flood,  of  lus  son  Shem, 
.9iBd  of  Abraham,  the  father  of  the 
Hebrew  nation,  was  much  nearer  to 
IndJa  than  our  best  Scripture  geo» 
•graphcrs  haV«  supposed  j  that  Arts 
land  Sciences,  as  writing;  Sec,  were 
practised  in  the  earliest  ages ;  and 
that  it  pleased  God,  while  he  treat- 
ed with  peculiar  favour  the  seed  of 
Abraham  hit  fiiend,  and  tj\c  ap- 
pointed lin?,  accmding  to  the1le§h 
<>f  the  great  Messiah',  to  suJier  much 
niore  knowledge  of  his  will,  and 
■intercourse  with  hini  by  worship,  to 
obtain  in  early  times,  than  we  at 
present  are  awn^re  of.  We  have 
not  room  to  detail  tlK  subjects 
treated  in  this  part ;  but  as  the  ques- 
tion on  the  jackalls  of  Samson 
has  lately  been  set  before  our  read- 
ers under  two  representations  J,  we 
shall  now,  from  this  work,  ofler  a 
-^ird,  without,  however,  presuming 
to  affirm  that  the  opinion  of  the 
^riter,  though  plausible,  is  deci- 
sive.    The  tirrst  paragraph  is  trans- 


lated   from   the    Danish  voyager^ 

Forslullv 

'<  Matches,  or  small  inflaRunabk  cords, 
for  the  purpose  of  setting  6 re,  to  dlischarge 
their  carbin^  (at  b  customary  ia  ch^ 
coQn&rits)  instead  of  strikia£;  fire  h^  i 
&int.  The  bark  of  tiee»  is  beaten^  steeped 
in  water^  and  twisted  into  the  foim  Jf  a 
cord." 

It  yUI  be  tetn  on  tbe  subject  of  Samaao'i 
burnere,  or  lamps  (Judges  xv.)  that  we  de- 
sired further  infoi^mation  respecting  their 
nature,  and  referred  to  a  plate  of  eastern 
lights,  where  indeed  no  further  iDfonni- 
tion  a(ip^ar&i  but  the  leauier  will  accept  k 
^icre.  The  Hebrew /'/'^w^^'^y  is  rendered 
Jire  brand  vn  our  pablic  version  j  it  was 
htirdly  burning,  blazing  wood,  properly  a 
fire-brand;  hue,  it  might  be  of  the  natore 
of  these  matches,  used  for  the  purpose  «f 
parrying  fire  from  place  to  place,  in  whick, 
tbe  nr«,  as  usual  in  our  own  attiDeiy^ 
matches,  by  a  Tcry  slow  corabutioD,  bum 
dead  for  a  time,  yet  wJ^eo  ilowa  upoo  by 
wind,  whether  of  the  breath  or  otherwise, 
rekifuilet  its  briUiaa'cy«  and  communicates 
fiainc  as  directed.  Ixl  us  suppose,  for  s 
monaent,  that  the  brands  epiploywl  by 
Samson  were  these  matches,  **  twisted 
into  the  form  of  a  cord,**  and  that  these, 
not  the  jackaUs,  were  turned  tail  to  tail." 
The  history  wonW  tften  sta»d  thus : 

•*  And  Samson  went  a^  took  ihrw 
kundrcd  rovlnji  jackalls  themsdres;  a*d 
be  took  long- homing  coid' matches,  aa4 
turned  them  tail  to  tail  (the  fir6  bdof  at 
one  end,  t*ie  -other  end  U  the  tail)  asd 
placed  a  single  cord- match  becveea  Oi^ 
not-burning  ends  (tails)  across.  Andbeitt 
fire  Co  all  lie  cord-mat chck,  and  sent  then 
into  the  standing  com  of  the  Philistines, 
ice.  aiul,  the  jackalls  roaming  about,  the 
the  matches  burnt  with  vigour,  and  conuna^ 
picatcd  their  blaze  to  all  combostiUcf^ 
wherever  they  were  carried.** 

That  the  word  ixiU  is  capable  of  di» 
sense,  appears  tlemonstraiively  fromlsaiih 
vii.  4.  «*  Fear  not,  for  the  twa  tails  of  Aeic 
smoking  6re-brands  fReTim,**J  Ice.  wheie 
the  same  word  is  used  for  talis;  but  the 
word  for  smoking  tire- brands  is  n<»t  the 
same  as  in  the  history  ofSaioson:  adiiof' 
•encc  deitrving  »o:ice,  hw  these  pwbaWf 
intend  burning  Urands  of  wood ;  awlsolkc 
Screwy  render  the  word.  [Were  ihelaafl* 
«?f  Guleon,  (Judp^s  vii.)  these  matches?] 

The  reailcr  will  tons^cr  the  above  with 
pro^jer  favour;  at  leasr,  he  will  perceive hf 
it,  that  the  minutesua;ticlcs  arc  not  to  be 
tlcsplucd,  bur  may  occasionally  iliustrale 
Scripture,  when  more  laboured  conBoeau 
struggle  in  vahi  with  diHiculties,  which  •♦. 
▼rrbalor  gammatical  b^wledge  c»a  ^ 
more. 


J  Sec  Vol.  X,  p.  ^oif  4^5,  534-       r^-    __T^ 
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On  thtf'naturc  of  serpents>  parti- 
etllarly  the  cockatrice ;  on  plants, 
woods,  precious  stones,  buildings, 
Src.  much  pains  has  been  taken. 
We  do  not  mean  to  say,  that  we 
^gree  with  the  writers  in  every 
thitigi  but,  on  the  whole.  We  thinK 
this  work  hkely  to  answer  the  pur- 
pose of  those  who  wish  for  informa- 
tion on  these  subjects.  We  rejoice 
to  sec  the  labours  of  philosophy,  in 
natural  things,  directed  to  the  elu- 
cidation of  God's  revealed  word  ; 
and  believing  that  the  intention  of 
the   authors  coincides  with    their 

Srofessions,  of  doing  honour  to  the 
ivtne  Tolume.  We  wish  the  same 
succt  s  may  attei^d  this  work,  as 
bas  already  attended  the  former 
pubtiihition  by  the  same  parties  ^ 
of  which  we  leani,  that  not  only  the 
Dictionary  itself,  but  the  Supple- 
ment also,  has  reached  a  second 
edition. 

The  numerous  maps,  plates, 
figures,  and  views  of  places,  arc 
neatly  executed  ;  appear  to  be  from 
the  best  authorities ;  and  contribute 
very  much  to  the  clearer  under- 
standing, as  well  as  the  embellish- 
«ientof  the  Bible.  They  are  un- 
questionably much  fitter  compa- 
nions to  the  best  of  books,  than 
those  fancy-pieces  whose  ill-chosen 
subjects,  and  whose  misrepre menta- 
tion ;>  rather  sully  than  adorn  the 
lacred  page. 


The  History  of  the  Origin  and 
Transactions  of  the  MiSiioaary 
Society,  includtHg  Journals  of  the 
Missionartes  at  OtaheitCy  longcua^ 
boo^  and  in  South  Africa.  Svo  %s,6d. 

.  ids,  %  or  m  Eii^ht  Numbers^  is*  each, 

Thf  Otaheitan  Journals  com- 
Commence  from  the  departure  of 
the  ship  Dutf  from  that  island,  in 
Ainr.  4y  1797;  and  are  continued 
to  juiy  30,  *toi.— The  Journal  of 
the  Missionaries  at  Tongataboo, 
Commences  Sept.  6,  1797  ;  and  is 
.conttntied  to  the  close  of  that  mis- 

.fek>o  in  Jan.'iSoo.  —The  Journal 
of  the  African  Missionaries  (includ- 
ing Dr.  Van5]erkemp^  commences 
at  their  embarkation  m  the  end  of 

'  t79S»  and  u  coniinttcd  to  March 
Moa. 


To  this  is  added;  some  atcount 
of  the  Caifre  language,  with  a  voca^ 
bulary,  and  a  variety  of  curious  ar- 
ticles of  information,  relative  to  the 
history,  geography^  and  natural  his* 
tory  of  that  country. 

In  the  last  Number  (which  ia 
binding  is  prefixed  to  the  volume) 
is  given  an  Historical  Introduction, 
containing  a  concise  sketch  of  for-> 
mer  missions. 

Extracts  from  these  Journals,  it 
is  true,  have  appeared  m  a  detached 
form  in  our  Magaziaie  j  but  many 
particulars  were  then  necessarily 
omitted,  and  others  much  com* 
pressed.  The  whole,  therefore,  in 
Its  collected  form,  seems  highly  ne- 
cessary for  every  Director  who 
takes  an  a6live  part  in  tfie  business 
of  the  Society ;  important  to  every 
Member  who  feels  interested  in  its 
concerns  ;  and  will  be  read  with 
much  interest  by  all  the  friends  of 
missions. 

As  a  specimen  of  the  interesting 
matter  contained  in  this  work,  we 
give  (from  page  348,  &c.)  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  "  The  Conver- 
sion and  Call  of  -Dr.  Vanderkem]^ 
to  the  Missionary  Work." 

The  first  account  is  given  in  a 
letter  from  the  late  iVJr.  Cornelius 
Brem  (whose  death  was  mentioned 
in  our  last,  p.  306)  who  describes 
him  a^  a  man  of  most  uncommon 
piety  aid  talents,  "  perfectly  skill- 
ed in  all  sciences  and  faculties,  in 
philosophy,  divinity,  physic,  the 
military  art,  &c.  &c.  He  not  only 
understands  all    the   learned    Ian- 

fuages,  but  also  all  the  modern 
;uropean  ones ;  even  that  of  the 
Highlands  in  Scotland.  He  is  of  a 
Very  healthy  strong  constitution, 
hardened  against  all  £atigues  by  a 
deliberate  abstinence:  a  model  of 
strict  sobriety.  In  his  conversation 
he  shews  not  the  least  ostemation, 
and  seems  stndiously  to  conceal  the 
great  endowments  he  possesses j  — 
humble,  friendly,  affable,  and  of  th% 
most  agreeable  address." 

Such  was  the  report  of  Mr.  Brem, 
which  has  been  strictly  justified  by 
subsequent  acquaintance  with  the 
Doctor  himself.  His  first  desire  of 
Missionary  work  arose  from  readine 
the  Missionary  Sermons,  preached 
mt  the  institution  of  «ui:  Sosiety'; 
Z% 
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ury  on  S^  Paul's  Episck  to-  tBc  Roranst 
which  I  commenced  before  1  went  to  the 
Dutch  cam(^  and  wish  to  kare  behind  me 
as  a  testimony  of  my  conviction  of  the 
truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  now  offerinf 
myself  on  his  service.  I  humbly  and  car* 
nestly  request  to  be  favoured  with  voir 
correspondence  and  advice,  which  I  hope 
to  consider  in  the  iear  of  God,  praying  ift 
the  hiean  time,  without  ceasing,  for  a 
blessing  on  the  great  and  important  work, 
which  he  himself  is  doing,  by  your  rocani, 
if  there  be  yet  any  way'-   for  the  glory  of  his  kingdom. 

I  am,  dear  Sir^"  &c. 

.  In  a  subsequent  letter,  the  Doctor 
gives  the  particulars  of  the  event 
here  alluded  to,  which  led  him  to 
devote  himself  to  the  service  of  his 
Redeemer;  ot*  which  we  propose  to 
give  some  farther  extracts  io  our 
next. 


and  when  he  came  to  the  words, 
•*  Curse  ye,  Mcroz,**  6cc,  (Sermon 
V.)  he  fell  on  his  knees,  and  cried 
out,  '*  Here  I  am.  Lord  Jesui ;  thou 
knowest  that  I  have  no  will  of  my 
own,  since  I  gave  myself  up  unto 
thee,  to  be  spent  in  thy  service,  ac* 
cording  to  thy  pleasure :  prevent 
me  only  from  doing  any  thing;  in 
this  ^at  work  in  a  carnal  and  self- 
sufiicient  spirit ;  and  load  me  in  the 
right  way,  '^  '^-  • 
©f  wi|:kedness  m  me. 

On  this  he  immediately  wrote  to 
the  Missionary  Society  in  London  ; 
and,  in  the  course  of  the  corres- 
pondence,  gave  the  following  ac- 
count of  his  conversion  and  expe- 
rience, which  we  shall  give  in  his 
own  word$,  without  comment  or 
remark: — - 


**  As  I  am,  Sir,  entirely  unknown  to 
you,  I  think  I  ought  to  give  .you  a  short 
account  of  my  citcurostanccs  :  —  I  am 
sear  fifty  years  of  age,  born  at  Rotterdam, 
a  member  of  the  established  religion  of  the 
cocintry,  of  tolerable  health.  I  6rst  studied 
physic  at  Ley  den,  but  afterwards  entered 
into  the  army  i  where  I  served  sixteen 
years,  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  Ca{>tain  of 
Horse,  and  Lieutenant  of  the  Dragoon 
Guards,  —  living  a  slave  to  vice  anu  un- 
godliness. Marriage,  however,  put  an  end 
to  scandalous  irregularities,  and  brou|;ht 
on  some  external  reformation.  I  Aen  left 
the  service,  and  went  over  to  Edinburgli, 
where,  after  tii^o  years  study,  I  took  my 
degree  ;  having,  during  my  «ay,  composed 
a  Latin  work  on  Cosmology,  entitlfd, 
*'  Parmenides."  (To  be  hau  at  Diily's.) 
On  my  return  home,  I  practised  physic,  in 
Zealand,  where  X  became  publicly  a  Deist, 
blaspheming  the  name  of  Christ,  under 
the  full  conviction  that  I  pleased  God.  Tttn 
years -after,  I  lost  my  dear  Wife  and  only 
child  at  the  same  moment,  and  was  my- 
self, as  by  miracle,  rescued  fr6m  the  jaws 
of' death.  Six  days  after  this  terrible 
•event,  the  Lord  revealed  himself  to  me  ; 
since  which  time  I  am  his  bounden  ^ser* 
vaot,  devoted  to  the  will  of  my  Master 
end  Comjueror.  Some  of  the  clergy  ad- 
iriscd  mc  to  enter  into  hply  orders  ;  but 
though  I  was  desirous  to  preach  the  gospel 
of  Christ,  I  was  persuaded  it  was  not  his 
will  in  this  wav.  He  soon  after  sent  me 
"to  the  army,  m  quality  of  Director  and 
Superinicndant  of  an  Hospital,  near  Rot. 
terdam,  where  I  served  till  the  Revolu- 
tion. I  then  thought  it  my  duty  to  qui  t 
thefcrfice.  At  present  I  am  retired  from 
all  business,  employing  my  time  in  orien- 
tal liuraturt^  aifd  in  daisiting  a  Commca* 


Four  Sermons,  preacRed  in  Londmif 
at  the  NintA  General  Meeting  of  the 
Missionary  Society,  May  lo,  ii,  u> 
i«03,  6y  the  Rev,  S.  Bottomlcy^ 
Scarborough  ;  T.  Young,  Can- 
terbury ;  G.  Ewing,  Glasgow; 
J.  Newell,  Great  Misscnden:  — 
also  tfie  Report  of  the  Directors,  md 
a  List  of  Subscribers,  8*yd,  %s,  id. 

The  first  of  these  Discourses, 
(entitled,**  Advantages  of  Patience,'* 
is  founded  on  Rom.  ii.  7,  **  To 
theni  whd,  by  patient  continuance 
in  well-doing,  seek  for  glory,  and 
honour,  and  immortality,  eternal 
life  ;"  from  which  text  the  preacher 
directs  us  to  the  following  particu- 
lars :  —  X .  A  threefold  object  of 
pursuit';  "  glory,  and  honour,  and 
mimortality.**  ^  2.  The  course  to 
be  taken  in  order  to  obtain,  •*  pati- 
ent continuance  in  well-doing."— 
3.  The  happy  result}  God  will  ren- 
der *«  eternal  life.*' 

The  second  Sermon,  entitled, 
**  St.  Paul's  Conduct,  a  Pattern  for 
Missionaries,"  h^s  for  its  text,  Rom. 
XV.  20,  21,  **  Yea,  so  have  1  strivcd 
to  preach  the  gospel,  not  where 
Christ  is  named,"  Arc.  Mr. Young 
considers,  1.  The  object  proposed 
by  the  apostle,  —  tlie  instruction  of 
tlie  Heathen;  %.  The  means  he 
employed,  —  preaching  the  gospcT; 
3.  The  spirit  by  wiiicS  he  wasac. 
lu-itcd. 
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The  title  to  the  third  Sermon  is, 
**  The  Ignorance  of  the  Heathen, 
^mnd  the  Conduct  of  God  towards 
them."  The  text  from  Acts  xvii. 
SO,  3if  "  And  the  times  of  this  ig- 
norance God  winked  at ;  but  now," 
&c.  Mr.  Ewing  here  notices,  — 
J .  The  ignorance  of  the  Heathen,— 
1.  The  divine  procedure  with  re- 
gard to  it,  —  3.  The  reason  of  this 
procedure,  —  4.  The  evidence  by 
which  this  reason  is  confirmed. 

The  last  Sermon,  by  Mr. Newel! 
(since  deceased)  is  entitled,  «*  St. 
Paul's  Mission  to  the  Gentiles," 
from  Acts  xxii.  21,  •*  And  he  said 
unto  me,  Depart;  for  I  will  send 
thee  far  hence  to  the  Gentiles." 
The  preacher  observes  the  follow- 
ing particulars:  —  i.  The  salvation 
ofxhc  Gentiles  is  an  object  of  divine 
delight,  —  1.  A  certain  event,  — 
3.  An  infinite  blessing.  *  This  Dis- 
course is  enlivened  by  several  Mis- 
-sionary  anecdotes. 

This  new  set  of  Sermons  tvill 
prove,  that  the  great  subject,  on 
which  they  treat,  is  not  exhausted; 
and  they  contain  abundant  encour- 
agement  to  the  Society,  and  its 
friends,  to  persist  in  their  laudable 
undertaking. 

The  Report  of  the  Proceedings 
of  the  past  year,  is  unusually  large; 
and  is  certainly  highlv  interesting, 
as  it  presents  a  general  view  of  the 
different  Missions  now  supported  by 
the  Society  ;  and  will  convince  the 
public^  that  their  efforts  have  been 
already  crowned  with  considerable 
success.  We  shall  extract  only 
the  following  passage,  which  we 
hope  will  have  a  due  effect  on  our 
generous  readers  ;  — 

**  It  will,  doubtless,  occnr  to  those  who 
takf  a  suiuble  interest  in  the  concerns  of 
the  Society,  that  the  accomplishnnent  of  • 
these  Tarious  objects  will  unavoidably  oc- 
casion a  very  increased  expendituie  of  its 
fvods.  Indeed,  the  disbursements  of  the 
last  year  have  greatly  exceeded  its  income, 
and  rendered  it  i^cessary  to  dispose  of  some 
pan  of  that  propeity,  which  the  Directors 
woald  have  been  glad  to  have  retained  at 
the  basis  of  its  permanent  support.  It  will 
be  inaaifest  to  those  who  attentively  reAcct 
•n  the  subject,  that,  without  an  ade<}uatf* 
aud  permanent  foundation,  the  Directors 
cannot  embark  in  new  and  extensive  un- 
denakings,  however  promising  and  de* 
|if4^U|S^e  (hey  would  thci^bj  ex|»ose 


the  Society  to  the  danger  of  disorder  in  lU 
adfairs,  and  of  their  bringing  dishonour  on 
the  cause.  It  is  not  doubted  ihis  short  in* 
timation  will  produce  that  spontaneous  11« 
beirality,  which  render  a  more  cxprcssire 
address  on  this  subject  unnecessary.  In 
tb«  mean  lime,  we  have  to  notice,  that 
some  friends  to  this  great  ebject,  havc^ 
lately*  by  their  testamentary  dispositions, 
manifested  that  its  prosrcrity,  after  their 
decease,  was  an  object  which  occupied 
their  anxieties  daring  their  lives.*' 


Memoirs  of  Miss  Susanna  Anthony^ 
wAo  died  at  Newf>orty  Rhode  Island^ 
June  23,  tq^i^  in  the  Stxty fifth 
Year  of  her  Age  ;  consisting  chiefy 
of  Extracts  from  her  Writings  \  with 
some  brief  Ohserxtations  on  them. 
Compiled  by  Sam.  Hopkins,  D.  D, 
Pastor  of  the  First  Congregational- 
Church  in  Newport.  A  Nem 
Edition f  wtth  a  Recommendatory  Pre^ 
face,  by  Dr,  Ryiand,  Mr.  Pulier, 
and  Mr,  Sutcliffe^  8w,  3/,  e^« 
sewed.  ' 

This  work  is  dedicated  to  the 
Christian  females  of  Great  Britain  j 
and  is  well  worthy  their  perusal. 
It  contains  a  fine  display  of  expe* 
rimciktal  religi<^  ;  and  shews  the 
superiority,  purity,  and  happiness 
of  that  life  which  is  spent  in  com* 
munion  with  God.  Those  who 
Ixave  read  the  Life  of  the  late  Mr, 
Pearce,  and  wish  for  a  companioil 
4o  that  work,  wdl  here  be  highly 


gratified.  Mr.  Pearce  was  indeed 
a  public  character,  —  and  the  sub* 
ject  of  these  Memoirs  a  private  one; 
but  **  the  violet,  though  fess  con*» 
spicuous,  is  not  less  fragrant  nor 
beautiful  than  the  rose."  Miss 
Anthony  had  a  clear  view  of  the 
doctrines  of  grace ;  was  e?rly  de^ 
voted  to  God ;  remarkable  fot 
prayer,  temperance,  diligence,  read** 
ing  the  Scriptures,  and  consistency 
of  conduct.  We  (entirely  agree, 
therefore,  with  the  respectable 
writers  of  the  Dedication,  that 
while  this  volume  may  be  pecu- 
liarly useful  to  Christian  females, 
yet  no  serious  person  can  read  it 
without  perceiving  the  sweetness 
and  importance  of  heavenfy  things. 
It  affords  a  singular  specimen  of  th^ 
powerful  influence  of  evangelical 
principles  upon  the  heart  And  life  |, 
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and  must  provoke  the  Christian 
reader  to  emulate  the  same  holy  and 
happy  attainment,  walking  by  the 
same  rule,  and  mindiiig  the  same 
thing. 

Village  Dialogues  between  Farmer 

'  Dttleworth,  Re-j  Mr.  Loyegood,  and 

pihen .    By  ihe  Rev .  Row  land  Hill, 

Vol,  iV.  andloii.    u.  6^/.  itiiched\ 

hound y  or  fine  paper  sewed ^  is. 

In  this  volume  the  author  con- 
cludes his  original  plan,  'i' he  first 
of  these  Dialogues  contains  an  ac 
count  of  the  awful  death  of  Mr. 
Greedy.  The  next  is  a  display  of 
benevolence  and  humanity  in  the 
Gharader  of  Mr.  Lovely :  this  is 
followed  by  The  Happy  Marriage. 
The  succeeding  Dialogue  represents 
the  ministerial  charatter  of  Mr. 
Deliberate,  and  Mr.  Legal- defini- 
tion,  &c.  The  character  ot  Mr. 
Fribble  follows.  The  folly  of  Sec- 
tarian Bigotry  is  next  exposed  ;  to- 
ccthtr  wjth  the  character  of  Mr. 
slapdash  The  following  Dia- 
logue is  intended  to  prove,  that  No 
^ood  Marriages  proceed  from  bad 
^latches.  The  whole  is  concluded 
with  an  affecting  account  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  Merry  man. 

Those  who  have  read  the  fonpcr 
volumes  may  expect  to  find  in  tfils, 
a  continuation  ol  the  same  fund  of 
Innocent  humour  and  salutary  sa- 
tire. The  characters  are  drawn 
from  life  with  a  sprightly  and  faith, 
ful  pencil;  and  the  perusal  will, 
we  tnistjj  afford  solid  instruction  as 
l¥cll  as  pleasing  amusement. 

The  author  concludes  the  work 
ty  becoming  his  own  Reviewer, 
f  nd  anticipate^  the  senti];nehts  of  the 
public  in  the  following  manner: — 

•  <<  Hi>  M^.  Loveffood  Is  oeither  a  bigottcd 
cKarchrnan  dot  a  friend  toll  iff  dissenters; 
he  is  neither  one  thW  nor  another,  and 
for  this,  the  rigid  prolessor,  on  both  sides 
©f  the  qucfction,  will  giveil  the  ?»3thor  on 
ioih  sidts  of  his  ears."  This,  however, 
viil  be  to  him  nothing  more  than  'he  old 
thing  over  arain. 

'  *<  He  hat  Ushed,  tiy  s^me,  the  regular 
clergy  with  the  most  contemptuous  scvc- 
Tity.'*— NAt  the  rtguiar  cWrgy.— Look  at 
fjkeir  names  a^td  cbi^ractcrs,  and  say,  for 
|h«  credit  of  the  church,  arc  these  the  re- 
|ular  clergy  I  TUc  K%^hx^  clergy  he  has 
mat^d  wi^  respect* 


*  Tile  And- Jacobia  Reriewefs. 


*'  \  wicked  wretch !  he  hates  the  chorcfi^ 
and  wants  to  overturn  it !" — ^If  it  ht  nor 
overtumea  by  the  abovementioned  regular 
cleirgy,  regularly  wicked,  it  will  ncvei  be 
ovenurned  by  him.  Ind.td  !  Indeed !  he 
loves  the  church  and  wishes  for  iu  fefiar« 
mation. 

'*  But  we  are  sure  he  hates  bitterly  the 
scale;  and  .Mr.  Spiteful  and  his  comrades 
"  will  piovr  the  fact."  When  he  and  his 
adheients  *  leave  off  abusing  the  govern- 
ment, under  which  they  are  protected 
themselves,  they  will  then  be  left  at  li* 
beny  to  make  good  their  mad»and  wanton 
charges  against  others  as  fast  as  they  cat. 
■  *'  He  is  at  times  much  too  jocular."^ 
How  was  the  poor  author  to  act'aoder  this 
charge?  Some  have  privately  advised  a 
giavcr  style;  others  have  said,  "  Let  every 
man  appear  in  his  own  dress."  He  only 
begs,  that  his  kind  critics  woold  bear  with 
him ;  for  ify  at  one  time,  hie  has  been  too 
jocular,  at  another  time  he  hat  been  too 
dulL 

**  He  hu  been  holdmg  up  the  doctrioe 
of  faith  without  works!"  Strange  assert 
tion  !  let  the  reader  put  on  his  speaacles, 
for  his  sight  cannot  be  clear,  and  read 
again;  and  then  see,  if  the  whole  dni^ 
ofthe  book  be  not  to  prove  that  real  Chris- 
tianity inspires  jioliness  to  God,  devoted- 
ness  to  his  glory,  and  universal  bencTo- 
lence  towards  all  mankind. — "  Bat  he'  is 
certainly  an  advocate  for  the  old  frcegnce 
notions  of  the  reformers."— Yes,  and  kt 
our  modern  reformer^  of  the  doctrines  of 
the  reformation  prove,  ..that  they  have 
done  more  against  all  the  wickedness  ex- 
isting in  this  day>  than  tl^ose  great  neo  of 
God  did  in  their  day  against  Popery  and 
its  concommitant  etili;  and  the  point  is 
given  up.  - 

**  But  what  will  that  terrible  literary  pha* 
lani,  the  Reviewers,  say  ?**  Oh,  that  mai- 
ter  is  easily  settM ;  they,  like  wise  men ^ 
dotham,  trU  the  world,  even  by  the  title* 
page  ot  their  books,  iipder  whose  senr^ 
they  have  registered  their  brains  and  pens  \ 
the  man  who  minds  them  (1  speak  of  them 
as  a  body)  {Vnves  he  has  nomind  of  bis  m : 
and  the  greatest  literary  amusement  a 
man  can  have,  if  he  has  bat  time^  is  to 
read  their  most  eurimis  contradictions  of 
each  other.  It  appears,  that  f  certab  let 
of  these  reviewers  has  already  discoverrd, 
that  the  writer  of  these  dialogues  is  both« 
a  Solomon  and  a  fool.  If,  however,  be 
may  be  permitted  to  speak  for  himself)  he 
has  been  writing  for  no  party— he  wifbct 
matters  to  stand  as  they  are — l^e  is  for  the 
existence  of  an  eflablishment,  together 
with  a  free  toleration  to  all  dissenters, 
under  the  protection  of  the  most  excellent 
constitution,  on  which  oar  British  govern* 
ment  is  framed.  He  is  for  no  revolOtioDs; 
ais  whatever  corrtiptiqos,fDaj  difik  ^  *» 
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•XccHent     platform    for    refomiaiion  -is 
^Hrays  before  us. 

May  that  bltssirt^,  which  is  from  above, 
W  upon  every  rt-adcr,  that  whatever  has 
^cew  rei>rc$cnt(-d  that  is  evil,  may  be  dc- 
trstrd  and  rejefted  :  fo,  on  the  conirir^, 
»*y  all  that  has  been  exhibited,  which  is 
lovely,  honest,  and  of  good  rcftort,  be  the 
^bondant  portion  of  tvt  ry  he^rt  I 


A  Discourse,  {addressed  chiefly  to 
Parents)  on  the  Duty  and  Ad*vantages 
*/  Inoculating  Cliildren  with  tie  Cow- 
Pock,  Preached  in  the  Chapel  of 
^t,  Edmutid^  in  Duidev^  on  Sunday ^ 
Feb.  14,  1 802.  By  Luke  Brookcr, 
LL .  D .  Minister  of  the  said  Chapel, 
ao/.  4/<?.  15.6^.  [Dedicated  to 
Dr.  Jenner:\ 

Inoculation  for  the  small-pox 
has  been  compared  t<S  a  boat,  which 
might  be  used  as  a  means  of  passing 
over  a  dangerous  river  in  safety. 
It  must,  however,  be  confessed, 
there  was  sometimes  danger  of  the 
boat  beinjr  overset  by  some  sudden 
and  unexpected  accident.  What 
gratitude  and  honours,  then,  are 
dfie  to  the  man  who  has  erected  a 
bridge  over  this  dangerous  river,  . 
which  IS  at  all  times  ftrong,  and 
safe,  and  easy?  What  adoring 
thatikfulness  and  praibe>are  due  to 
God,  ^«  who  teacheth  man  know. 
ledg«,»*  for  the  wonderful  and  iper- 
ciful  discovery  of  the  Vaccine  In- 
oculation "i 

Dr.  Booker  has  performed  an  es- 
sential service  to  his  own  flock,  and 
to  the  public,    in  preaching  and 
printing  this  sensible  and  pious  dis- 
course on  this  interesting  subject. 
We  agr«e  with  the  preacher,  tjiat 
while  *«  matters  of  eternal  concern- 
ment to  manrsmatters  which  relate 
to  the  health,  the  salvation  of  the 
50W,  ought  to  occupy  every  minis- 
ter's principal  attf:ntion,^-no  pastoir 
who  feels  a  real  affection  for  his 
4ock|  who  regards  them  as  his  bre- 
thren andi  his  children,  will  think 
«ven  such  duties  as  app^ain  to 
their  ewrfprtal  welfare  (A  so  little 
moment  as  entirely  to  p^ss  them  by ; 
—  especially  when  they  relate   to 
healtn   anfi  siclcness,   to  life   and 
fleath."    'the  Son  of   mAi  came 
^*  ta  save  mens'  lives,"  as  well  as 
fo  redeem  their  souls. 
yr^  conlkiily  and  caniftlly  fc^ 
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commend  this  discourse  to  the  pe- 
rusal of  parents,  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  their  children,  who  may 
not  have  had  the  small-pox,— and 
all  others  exposed  to  so  terrible  ^ 
disorder,  who  may  have  any  scruples 
respecting  this  new  mode  of  inocu- 
lation.—The  text  is  contained  in 
the  appropriate  words  of.  the  dis« 
tressed  noblemstn,  on  behalf  of  his 
afflicted- s<?n,— John  iv.  49.  *♦  Sir^ 
come  down,  ere  my  child  die*" 

A  Collection  of  above  600  Hymns, 
designed  as  a  New  Supplement  to  Dr^ 
IFatts^s  Psalms  and  Hymns.  By  the 
Rev.  E,  Williams,  D.D.  and  tie 
Rev.  J.  Boden«^  id  Edition.  iStm* 
35.  6d. 

Having  given  our  opinion  of  this 
judicious  and  valuable  selection  in 
cur  Review  of  the  first  edition,  we 
shall  only  add,  that  we  are  glsul  to 
find  the  respectable  authors  have,  in 
this  edition,  by  the  omission  of  the 
Musical  Index,  &c.  been  enabled 
very  considerably  to  reduce  thi^ 
price  J  and  thereby  make  it  more 
^  generally  acc^ptabie  to  Dissenting 
congregations. 

Village  Sermons ;  «r  Shcrt  and  Plarm 
Discourses,  for  the  Use  cf  FamHiesp 
Schools y  and  Religious  Societies,  f^ 
George  Burder,  l^ol.  Vcantainif^ 
13  Sermons,  jimo.  is,  64/.  —  8«a« 
fftf,  IS.  W. 

The  intimate  connection  lately 
formed  between  the  author  and  our 
Magazine,  pircludoi  offering  aa 
opinion  upon  the  present  volume^ 
which  is  indeed  unnecessary^  as  we 
Jiave  repeatedly  given  our  semi* 
mentsin  th^ir  favour  in  reviewing 
the  former  volumcj. 

The  subjects  of  the  disourses  are, 
1 .  Universal  Good  News.  Mark  xvi,' 
15. }  — al  Parable  of  the  Sower, 
Matt.  xiii.  8. ;  —  3.  Conversion  of 
Lydia,  Acts  xvi  14.  •  —  4.  En. 
mity  of  the  Carnal  Mind,  Rem.  vii. 
7.;  —  5.  Martha  and  Mary,  Like 
X.  41,  4s. ;  — 6.  Religion  orRu.ji, 
Ezek.  xviii.  305  —  7.  Lot^  Deli- 
verance, Gen.  xix.  24  to  26. ;  —  ^, 
Irresolution  Repaired,  i  Kings  xviii. 
ai.  i  «*-  9*  ^  Dethroned  I  y->  |o. 
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Umvcrsal  Holiness,  Zech.  xiv.  20.; 
-p—  II.  Good  Hope  through  Grace, 
j^Thes.  ii.  16. ;  —  iz.  Looking  uuio 
Jesus,  Heb.  xii.  2.  ;  —  13^  Happi- 
ijess  of  being  with  Chrifl,  John 
xvii.  24. 

Gentlemen  who  have  been  used 
to  read  thase  Sermons  in  their  ta- 
i«9ies,  wiVl  be  gratified  to  find  the 
tvo  edition  worthy  a  place  in  iherr 
parlottrs  .or  libraries  j  and  that,  as 
the  former  volumes  fall  out  of 
print,  they  will  be  reprinted  uni- 
form with  this,  in  both  the  fizes. 


The  Hitmbre  Confidence  Kjf  the 
Dying  Believer  :  a  Funeral Strmon 
fur  li^ alter  Taykr,  Esq.  tUli'veretl  at 
S'julkatnfiton,  iWlo' 8,  L803-  By  the 
Rev.  William  Kingsbury,  M- A. 
*\G  pages.    iJ.  ' 

This  discourse  is  founded  on 
%  Tim.  i.  11.  **  I  know  in  wh^mi  I 
liavc  believed,"  &c.  ^hese  words 
ar^  considered  by  the  author,  as 
containing  (1  )  *"'  A  realizijig  pros- 
pect, and  a  solemn  contemplation, 
«i  a  most  important  season  nearly 
approaching^  which  produce  (2.) 
Anxious  apprehension  in  the  mind; 
and  this  is  relieved  by  (3.)  A  well 
supported  confidence,  and  a  per- 
sonar  con^iousness  of  that  confw 
dence-;  re&oking  in  (4.)  Solid  satis- 
foction,  unshaken  fortitude,  atidtlie 
5wect«st  placidity  of  mind,  evci>  in 
the  immediate  prospect  of  death, 
jiKigment,  and  eternity."  These 
jnterevting  particulars  are  largely 
treated  and  pnictically  improved. 
The  whole  is  concluded  with  an 
accotuvt  of  the  tieceased,  who  ap- 
pears to  have  been  an  early  disciple 
of  theij)rd,  when  he  derived  very 
considerable  adv.intagc  from  the 
ministry  of'the  excellent  Mr.  Jones, 
jkormerly  Curate  of  St.  Saviotu's. 
He  was  profes-iedl/  a  Dissenier, 
and  a  Deacon  of  the  Church  at 
Southampton ;  but  cultivated  a 
friendly  acquaintance  with  some  of 
the  members  and  luinistcrs  of  thfi 
eftabiishment,  and  enjoyed  ^  high 
place  in  the  esteem  of  Mr.  komaine, 
who  was  his  frequcnf  guest.  Se- 
veral of  Mr*  Koanaine's  letters  to 
|iin»  are  printed  in  tlie  8tU  volmne 
^f  his  works.  ■ 
>^  Ui$  genius  foe  mecbfmksj,  and 


his  uncommon  skill  in  that  \/rxa\ 
of   the   arts,    although   it  had  ta 
struggle  with  all  the  difficulties  «f 
a  contracted  education,  forced  it» 
wa^  into  merited  observation;  and 
has  been  admired  by  soitic  of  the 
most   able  philosophical  writersu'* 
His  inventions  also  appear  to  have 
been  eminently  useful ;  and  hare 
contributed  much  to  the  advantage 
of  the  navy.    His  fortune,  honour- 
ably acquired^  was  devoted  to  the 
glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  matt- 
kind.     He  possessed  a  benevolent 
heart ;  he  was  a  father  to  the  poor, 
and  a  generous  mastei*  to  his  work- 
men.    He  not  only  maintained  the 
l^crship  of  God  in  his  own  fasnily^ 
but  erected  a  ehapcl  adjoining  his 
country-dwelliag,  which  was  si»p- 
plied  both  by  Clergyman  aiui  Dis- 
senters.    He  was  t|K  first  persoaio 
his  neighbourhood  wl>o  encouraged 
village  preaching.     He  was  a  ge> 
nerous  contributor  u>  those  chvi- 
table  institutions  wluch  are  fcmned 
for  the  sick,  for  the  instruction  of 
children^    iot    the    education  of 
preachers,  and  for  the  help  ot  poor 
nuni^ters  of  various  denominations. 
After  a  long,  active,  and  useful 
life,  nature  gave  way,  and  death 
approached;  but  his  end  was  peace* 
I'hroughout  a  long  confinemeat,  he 
maintained  a  delightful  calmness 
In  paticinie,  he  possessed  his  soul. 
The  medical  gentlemen  were  struck 
with  his  uncommon  placidity;  and 
he  died  withoul  fear,  knowing  ift 
whom  he  had  believed 

The  venerable  Mr.  Kewtony  wli» 
tised  to  visit  him,  in  a  letter  to  Kis 
ntournful  relict>  thus  expresses  bis 
opinion  of  Mr.  Taylos's  religious 
character  :,— 

**  When  I  cwi5ider  the  nature^ 
magnitude,  and  intricacy  of  his  bu* 
siness ;  the  weight  that  nmst  have 
been  on  his  mind^  in  contriving  and 
improving  his  machinery;  his  ex- 
tensive engagements  in  all  the 
dock-yards ;  and  that,,  in  the  fiida 
of  all  his  Concerns,  when  he  occa- 
sionally met  with  a  Christian  friend, 
he  could  throw  them  all  aside,  and 
4:onvcrse  on  the  great  things  of 
*God,  as  if  he  liad  nothing  else  upon 
his  mindy-^l  am  ready  to  pronojuncc 
him,  not  only  a  true  Christian ;  bvn^ 
i^e  o£th«a]|&stcxx^iiiuitinou]:^49<V'^ 
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Bat  wc  miist  refer  to  this  able 
«nd  pious  discourse,  in  which  tJie 
subject  of  the  text  is  copioubly 
treated,  and  "which  is  enlivened  witli 
•omc  interesting  and  entertaining 
notes. 

Memoir  of  tlie  late  Rev.  Joseph 
Horsey,  cfPortsea,  By  Jolin  Sho- 
veller, With  Mr.  Horsey'5  iaM 
FarrtveU  AJJress  to  his  Church,  a 

.  stiort  Time  previous  to  his  Decease, 
Also  the  Fufurai  Sermon,  delivered 
at  the  i?tUrment,  hy  Daniel  Mtall\ 
to  wh-^  is  addeJi  an  Elegyy  by  Mrs. 
Saffrey,  Port  sea,    %o  pp.  is.  sewed. 

These  memoirs,  M'e  are  inform- 
ed, were  not  intended  to  exhibit  to 
the  world  a  character  of  any  con> 
^iderable  celebrity  in  the  circles  of 
literature  and  science;  but  chiefly 
•to  gratify  the  wishes  of  many 
friends;  and  to  hand  down  to  4>o;>- 
terity  an  example  worthy  of  imita. 
tion.  Mr.  Horsey  is  here  repre- 
sented as  a  mah  of  singular  piety, 
superiority  of  intellect,  and  eminent 
benevolence.  A?  a  preacher,  his 
talents  were  highly  esteemed,  and 
his  labours  rendered  useful  to  many. 
We  are  not  favoured  with  any  ab- 
stracts of  Mr.  Horsey's  manuscripts 
in  these  memoirs,  as  it  was  his  par- 
'ticular  request,  a  short  time  pre- 
vious to  his  decease,  tivat  they 
should  all  be  destroyed.  The  sub- 
, stance  of  his  last  address  to  his 
people,  however,  was  taken  down 
at  the  time  it  was  delivered,  and 
is  annexftd  to  these  memoirs.  — 
The  retrospect  he  takes  of  his  mi- 
nistration among  his  people,  may 
be  considered  as  botji  ingenious  and 
instructive.  **  It  is  now,**  says  he, 
•*  twenty  years  ago  since  I  was  set 
apar^  to  the  pastoral  office  over  this 
/:hurch  j  during  which  time,  many 
important  events  have  taken  place 
Vcspecting  you.  —  One  hundred  of 
our  members  have  died  and  left  the 
church  militant,  we  hope,  to  join 
^the  church  triumphant.  This 
'teaches  us  the  uncertainty  of  life 
with  atl  its  enjoyments,  and  urges 
.the  necessity  of  great  seriousne^is, 
jjljid  an  actual  readiness  for  our 
great  change,  from  a  conviction 
that  we  shall  Very  soon  be  called  to 
follow  them.    Thirty  of  «ur  bre- 
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thren  and  sisters  have  been  dismissed 
to  other  churches ;  by  which  we  are 
taught,  that  here  we  have  nd  con- 
tinuing city ;  that  it  is  altogether 
uncertain  where  our  lot  will  -be 
cast,  and  how  we  shall  be  situated 
in  the  present  world.  -But,  the 
most  painful  of  aH  to  relate  is,  that 
thirty-eight  of  our  members,  wh« 
ojjcc  made  a .  great  profession  of 
attachment  to  Christ  and  Jiis  cause^ 
have  been  separated  from  us  on  ac- 
count of  sin.  This  calls  upon  us, 
to  be  exceedingly  circumspect  in 
our  walk  and  conversation  before 
the  world ;  and  to  be  always  on  our 
watch  against  the  very  appearance 
of  evil;  as  wall  as  to  be  very  earnest 
in  prayer  to  him  who  is  able  to 
keep  us  from  failing;  thac  by  his 
power  we  may  be  kept,  through 
faith,  unto  ctenial  salvation." 

**  Mr.  Miall,  in  his  sermots 
bears  ^n  honourable  testimony  of 
Mr.  H.,  who  was  "  a  man,  that 
well  supported  the  Christian  cha- 
racter; who  constantly  filled  up  his 
public  station  as  a  minister  and 
a  Christian;  and  who.  In  his  tem- 
per, was  particularly  amiable  aini 
atfectionatc."  *•  T went y-eight  years 
(says  Mr.  Miall)  1  have  stood  in 
connection  with  hiu'i  as  a  minister, 
and  in  all  that  time,  scarcely  heArd 
an  angry  word  ;  and  rarely  did  the 
sun  go  down  upon  his  wrath."  As 
Mr.  Horsey's  life  was  marked  with 
prudence,  generosity,  and  piety,  bO 
m  his  death,  he  manifested  a  mi«d 
resigned,  placid,  and  moi>t  devoutly 
occupied  \\r  died  Sept.  4,  1802, 
aged  65  yearb. 

A  Catechism  in  Verse;  after  shi 
plan  of  that  composed  by  the  Assemidy 
of  Divines.     Price  id. 

We  have  already  noticed  (in  our 
Magazine  tor  March,  p.  120.)  two 
similar  aiienipts  to  smooth  the  road 
to  learning,  by  Poetic  Catechisms; 
**  easy  to  be  learned  and  retained,** 
Poetic  fire  must  not  be  expected  | 
but  it  must  be  owneJ,  there  is  no 
small  nrerit  in  being  perspicuous, 
concise,  and  simple:  qualities  to 
which  the  present  writer  has  uiw 
doubtcdjy  a  claim.  This  is  diitin- 
guishcd  from  the  other  Cutecliisms 
iibove  meniionedj  as  moreexteu>ive. 
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comprizing  1 2^  questions ;  but  each 
of  tne  answers  is  contained  in  four 
lines. 

By  the  last  two  leaves,  ^hc  author 
appears  to  be  of  the  Baptist  deno. 
Biination ;  but  the  questions  relating 
ta  that  ordinance  are  so  printed,  that 
they  may  easily  be  cancelled,  with- 
out defacing  the  book. 


The  two  former,  contain  addreiset 
to  the  conscience,  with  evangelical 
views  of  the  gospel ;  and  the  I^tcr 
consists  of  remarkable* instances  of 
*'  malefactors,  who  appeared  to  die 
trife  penitents,  and  humble  be- 
lievers.'»  This  tract  is  concluded 
by  Mr.  Hervey's  admirable  letter  t» 
two  prtioners. 


Tt%e  Debtor'' s  Friend^  timo.  id. 

Serious  Ad*vice  to  Pr'tfoners^  under 
Griminal  Charges y  ^d. 

Monuments  of  Mercy <,  id. 

These  three  distinct  tracts,  writ- 
ten **  by  the  Author  of  the  VfUage 
Sermons,"  we  hope  will  be  accept- 
able to  those  benevolent  and  pious 
persons,  who,  after  the  great  exam- 
ple of  Mr.  Howard,  visit  prisons;. 
or  at  least,  wish  to  furnish  those 
who  do,  with  the  most  suitable 
tracts  for  distribution  in  such  places. 


An  Address  to  Lying-in  Woroeni 
By  the  Rev.  \,  Townscnd,  Mim, 
id,  and  id.  neatly  covered. 

Wk  understand,  this  tract  Was 
written  at  the  particular  request  of 
some  ladies,  who  support  a  charity 
for  assisting  poor  married  women  at 
the  time  of  their  confinement ;  an4 
it  appears  to  us  well  adapted  to 
distribii.e  <imon^  the  objects  of 
such  liurities,  il.ough  not  un.>iiit. 
abl"  for  ouier  females  in  similar  cir. 
cuiiutances. 


SELECT  LIST  OF  NEW  PUBLICATIONS. 


The  Four  Missioiiary  Sermons, 
preached  this  year  before  the  Mis- 
sionary Society,  with  the  Report, 
^c.  Svo,  2S.  (id. 

The  Fourth  Vol  (beinj;  the  last) 
^  the  Village  Dialogue^,  by  R. 
Hill,  A.  M.  IS.  6d.  stitched  ;  or 
«n  fine  paper,  bound,  25. 

New  Edition  of  Vol.  I.  ditto,  at 
the  same  price. 

The  Pilgrim's  Progress.  A  new 
edition,  with  notes  to  the  first  part,, 
by  the  Rev.  J.  Newton  and  others  \ 
and  to  the  second  part,  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Hawker.  i,s,.  6d. 
The  same  work,  on  fine  paper  with 
plates,  and  a  Lite  of  the  Author, 
&c.  hound,  4s.  6d. 

Adventures  of  Signer  Gaudcn- 
tia  di  Lucca  ;  being  the  subst;:nce 
of  his  Examination  before  the  In- 
ouisition  at  Bologna.  Translated 
Ufom  the  Italian.     5s.  boards. 

Bogatskey's  Golden  Treasury, 
tzmo  (upright  form),  3s.  bound  j— - 
fine  paper^  3s.  6d. 


Songs  in  the  Night,  by  S.,  Har- 
rison. New  edition,  iimo,  2s.  6d. 

MaiMiulVs  Gospel  Mystery  of 
Sanctification,  recommended  by  Mr. 
Herv'ey.  Anew  edition,  izmo,  js. 
6d.  bound. 

Poem?.  By  C.  Crawford,  E>q. 
2  V'.;l,  I2n;0,  7^. 

Venn's  Complete  Duty  of  Maflj 
Seventh  Edition,  3vo,  8s.  6cl.  bds. 

The  Divine  Glory  di>played,  in 
the  Permission  of  Sin:  a  sermon 
preached  at  the  monthly  mceiingi 
&c^.  April  7,  1S03.  ByJ.^.SmitS, 

Svo,    2>. 

Serlno!1^  by  W.  Jay,  vol.  2,  8s. 

Cennick*s  Sermons,  with  hiiLife, 
by  the  Rev  Mat.  Wilks,  new  edit. 
2  vol.  12  no,  Ss. 

The  Christian  Character  Excm. 
plified  in  the  Exercise  of  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet A — .  By  the  Rev.  J.  Newiun^ 
anew  edition,  2s.  6d. 

Tlie  Touchstone  of  Sincerity ;  or 
Second  Part  cf  the  Saint  Indeed, 
By  the  Rev.  J.  Flavel,  is.6d.  bounds 


ye  are  happy  to  hear  that  Mr.  Gceatheed  has  been  encouraged  to  pro- 
ceed with  his  Missionary  History  :  if  Subscribers  continue  (o  increase  m 
la|ely,  a  volul^c  may  be  Ciipcctcd  next  winter. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC  . 


(357) 
RELIGIOUS    INTELLIGENCE. 


We   hive  the  pleasure  to  learn,   that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chamberlain,  the 
Baptist  Missionaries,  have  arrived  safe  at  Serampore,  the  latter  end  of 
January  last.     The  Saturday  be£ore  which,  Mr.  Carey  baptized  the 
first  Bmhman  ;  and  another  person,  who  had  been  a  devotee.     The  ac* 
count  which  they  gave  to  the  Church,  of   the  work  of  God  on  their 
souls,  filled  every  heart  with  pleasure.     The  Brahman  is  a  young  man, 
and  appears  very  intelligent.     His  name  is  Chrishnoo  Prussad  ;  —  the 
other  named  Boodwec  Sa. 
The  Christian  world  will  derive  great  satisfaction  from  the  perusal  of  a 
Letter  from  Mr.  Gerrike  to  a  Relation  j  in  which  he  gives  an  account 
of  the  joyful  reception  of  the  gospel,  by  whole  villages  of  Heathen. 
Mr.  Gerrike  is  a  Missionary  employed  in  the  East  Indies,  by  the  Society 
for  promoting  Christian  Knowledge.     He  succeeds  the  late  excellent 
Mr.  Schwartz  ;  and  appears  to  possess  the  same  Missionary  Spirit. 
We  have  the  happiness  also  to  connnunicate  an  animating  Letter  from 
the  Missionaries  in  Holland,  intended  for  the  Island  of  Ceylon  ;  —  like- 
wise a  judicious  Letter  from  America,  relative  to  the  late  e.\traordinary 
revival  of  religion  in  that  countiy, 

MISSIONARY  COLLECTION. 
Rev.  Mr.  Boden,  Sheffield,  Collection  in  Queen-street  Chapel  £.a6     i    m 


Extract  of- a  Letttr  from  Mr. 

Gerrike  to  a  Relation* 
Sir,  Faparry,  Jan,  i8,  1803. 

I  WKOTB  to  you  last  from  Serin- 
gtpatam;  since  that  time  (  have 
experienced  great  hardships,  and 
also  singular  mercies.  When,  in 
my  journey,  I  came  near  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  peninsulas,  1  found 
whole  villages  wailing  anxiously 
fur  my  coming,  to  be  further  in- 
stmcted  and  baptized.  They  had 
got  acquainted  with  our  native 
priest  in  iliat  country,  and  the  Ca- 
techists  and  Christians;  and  had 
learned  from  them  the  catechism  ; 
which  those   who  could   write  co- 

f)ied,  to  learn  it  themselves  at  their 
cisure.  When  they  heard  of  my 
coming,  they  broke  their  idols  to 
pieces,  and  converted  their  ten>ples 
int«  Christian  churches  ;  in  which 
I  instructed  and  baptized  them  (in 
someabout  200,  in  others  near  300)  j 
formed  them  into  Christian  congre- 
gations ;  procured  for  them  cate- 
chistsand  schoolmasters }  and  made 

XI. 


them  choose,  in  each  place,  four 
elders.  These  examples  awakened 
the  whole  country;  and  when  I 
was  about  to  leave  it,  the  inha- 
bitants of  many  more  villages  sent 
messages  to  me,  begging  of  me  ta 
remain  a  couple  of  months  longer 
in  the  country  ;  and  to  do  in  their 
villages  the  good  work  I  had  done 
in  those  of  their  neighbours.  My 
situation  not  allowing  this,  I  recom- 
mended  them  to  the  native  priests 
and  catechists  that  are  there  ;  and 
since  that,  there  have  been  in- 
structed and  baptized  2700  people 
more,  and  eighteen  more  congrega- 
tions have  been  formed.-  Among 
these  new  converts  are  several 
chiefs,  all  very  zealous ;  and  one 
of  them  travels  about,  preaching  the 
gospel ;  but  since  my  return,  ?ome 
of  the  Heathens  of  that  country,  old 
enemies,  have  stirred  up  a  persecu- 
tion against  them,  and  they  have 
written  to  me  to  return,  as  soon  as 
possible ;  for  while  I  was  among 
them,  all  went  on  very  smoothly } 
and  the  Heutjiens  themsclvc;*  beem« 
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ed  to  feel  a  pleasure  in  what  was 
going  on  But  it  pleased  God  to 
afflict  me  with  a  fever,  which  began 
with  a  cold  fit,  which  I  contricted, 
perhaps,  in  the  latter  part  of  my 
jOHrney,  When  I  came  thro*  mucn 
raiA  and  water  in  the  monsoon ;  and 
from  which  I  recover  now  by  slow 
degrees.  Perhaps  my  gri^f,  and  the 
many  painful  letters  i  wrote,  have 
contributed  to  my  illness.  When 
I  began  to  recover,  I  found  a  letter 
from  that  country;  which  I  was 
afraid  to  open  in  my  extremely  weak 
state*  It  contained  the  good  news, 
that  the  persecution  had  abated  in 
several  places;  and  that  the  Chris- 
tians, who  had  been  confli>ed,  had 
been  honourably  acquitted.  From 
that  time  I  began  to  recover.  The 
constancy  of  these  people,  under 
their  Auft'erings,  may  overcome  their 
enemies,  and  contribute  greatly  to 
the  spread  of  the  gospel  in  those 
parts.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Kohloff  is 
willing  to  go  into  the  harvest,  and 
be  for  some  time  among  them ;  and 
a  very  fit  person  he  is  for  Mich  a 
work.  It  requires  great  hiunility 
and  difcretion,  and  a  mind  that,  by  , 
l^aoe,  has  learned  to  be  content,  for 
the  sake  of  Christ,  with  many  things 
which  are  not  pleasant. 

'  Yours,  &c.  ^ 

W.  Gerrike. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  four 

German  Missionaries,    now 

learning  the  Dutch  language 

in  Holland,  who  are  intended 

for  the  Island  of  Ceylon,  6;c. 

Rottcrfiam,  Junevjy  1803. 
Dear  Brethren  in  the  Lord, 
•  <«  Great  was  our  joy  when  you 
desired  us  to  leave  Berlin,  in  order 
to  lake  another  step  towards  our 
mark ;  but  this  was  ituich  increased, 
when  we  had  the  unexpected  plea- 
sure of  meeting  here  our  beloved 
brethren  Ullbricht  and  Palm,  who 
daily  entertained  us  with  accounts 
of  the  tender  and  heart-felt  affec- 
tion they  met  with  from  you,  during 
their  stay  in  London. 

*'  We  sincerely  pray  that  you  may 
be  enabledi  without  intermission. 


to  exert  your  powers  in  bcTialf  of 
the  Heathen  world,  which  is  co- 
vered with  the  shades  of  darkness 
and  death,  that  its  children  may  be 
converted  to  the  faith,  and  become 
partakers  of  all  the  blessings  pur- 
chased for  us  by  Christ's  humilia* 
tion,  his  poverty,  his  exquisite  suf- 
ferings, and  his  painful  death  oa 
the  cross. 

<<  It  affbrr^s  us  \\\t  highest  satis, 
faction  to  think,  that,  through  the 
mercy  of  God,   we  are  enabled  to 
contribute  a  mite  towards  the  real- 
ization of   the   Saviour's  gracious 
designs.  Even  the  holy  angels  exult 
at  the  conversion  of  a  sinner.  Why } 
Because  great  and  endless  would  be 
his  misery,  as  a  being  disgusting  in 
the  sight  of  his  Maker.     Happy, 
therefore,  is  he  who  is  made  accept- 
ed in  the  beloved,  and  to  whom  all 
the  comforts  apply,  which  are  couch- 
ed    in  Jesus's  last  expression,  *•  It 
is  finished  i  '*     If  angels  take  an  ia- 
terest  in  such  an  event,  hnw  mwch 
more  nearly  do  we  feel  interested  in 
it !     This  is  the  reason  why  thou- 
sands of  believers  hppear  on  every 
praj-cr-day  before  the   mercy-scat, 
offering  up  fervent  supplications  for 
the  conversion  of  the  Gentiles;  and 
the  great  King,  who  loves  to  re- 
ceive pious  petitions,  will  not  de- 
cline answermg  them  in  due  time, 
Tlierefore  his  blessing  descends  up- 
on us  in  our  prayer-mcetingsatRot- 
terdam,  as  also  in  other  places;  and 
on  such  opportunities  the  churches 
never  fail  being  crowded. 

♦*  As  to  us  poor-  creatures,  we 
praise  the  Father  in  Heaven  f<tf 
muny  mercies  granted  to  us,  espe- 
cially for  giving  us  frequent  oppor- 
tunitics  of  heaping  the  heart-rcviv. 
ing  gospel ;  and  lie  has  also  given 
us,  in  the  Rev.  Mr.  Verster,  an  af- 
fectionate father,  who  is  unremit- 
tingly employed  to  prepare  us  for 
our  future  situation.  Neverthe- 
less, dear  brethren,  time  seems  to 
Iiang  heavy  over  us  tiH  w^  are  cm- 
ployed,  especially  as  we  know  oot 
what  impediments  and  delays  the 
war  may  throw  in  pur  way  5  tut  we 
will  wait  quietly,  and  cast  all  our 
care  on  the  Lord. 

"  Remember  us  in  your  prayers, 
dearest  brethrenj  before  outmercit 
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ful  Lord,  that  he  may  fit  u"^  to  be- 
come mesbcngers  of  his  good-will 
towards  the  Heathen  nations,**  &c. 
J.  G.  Matthes. 
The  two  brothers  Ai.BRECrtT. 
J.  P.  M»Ehrhard. 
To  the  Directors 
#/  the  Missionary  Society, 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the 
Rev.  Robert  East  oh,  Ncw^ 
burgh,  in  America,  to  the 
Rev.  A.  Wuugh,  London . 

**  The  state  of  religion  is  very 
different  in  various  parts  of  this 
country.  The  deadening  poison  of 
infidelity  is  dreadfully  prevalent  in 
many  places.  In  Newburgh,  where 
J  am  at  present,  attempts  have  been 
made  to  organize  an  inndel  society  ; 
as  a  large  number  of  the  inhabitants 
are  ^f  that  unhappy-  description. 
Yet,  where  infidelity  most  abounds, 
where  Satan  seems  to  have  the 
greatest  influence,. God  is  not  with- 
out his  witnesses.  There  are  some 
who  warmly  embrace,  and  strenu- 
ously contend  for  the  truth  of  the 
blessed  gospel ;  and  may  we  not 
reasonably  hope,  tl>at  such  efforts 
are  present  tokens  of  future  success 
^nd  triumph  ? 

**  An  extraordinary  phenomeiion 
^  lately  appeared,  engaging   the 
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attention  of  all  religious  parties.  It 
is  that  of  people  of  different  dcno-* 
minations  meeting  together,  to  the  ' 
amount  of  two  or  three  thousand 
at  one  time ;  and  many  of  them  ex- 
hibiting signs  of  the  most  uncom- 
mon spiritual  distress:  and,  what. 
is  an  undeniable  fact,  some  profane 
infidels  and  vicious  wretches,  who 
go  only  for  sport,  receive  the  same 
serious  and  violent  impressions  that 
others  do.  This  began  in  Ken- 
tucky ;  and  it  is  now  spreading  in 
Nonh  Carolina,  Pensylvania,  and 
Jersey,  A  tree  is  known  by  its 
fruits.  Sober  men,  whose  philoso- 
phy and  experience  do  not  lead 
them  to  approve  entirely  of  this  re- 
ligious c«immotion,  ar*yet  obliged 
to  think  ipore  favourably  of  it  than 
they  have  done,  from  the  circum- 
stance of  its  being  accompanied,  in 
many,  with  unexceptionable  piety 
and  virtue.  The  violent  symptoms 
have  disappeared  in  Kentucky ;  and  ' 
there  remains,  according  to  the  ac- 
counts which  1  liave  received,  a 
thirst  amoncr  the  people  for  spirit- 
ual knowledge,  and  a  sober  gladness 
in  hearing  the  words  of  eternal  life, 
with  a  conscientious  attention  to 
the  personal  and  relative  duties 
whicn  arc  enjoined  upon  Christiana. 

P.  S.  **  The  Indian  Missions  in 
this  country  bid  fair  for  the  most 
desired  success,*' 


?=5r= 


HOME  INTELLIGENCE, 


Scotland^ 

By  a  Report  of  «*  The  Society  in 
Scotland,  for  propagating  the  Gos- 
pel at  Home,"  lately  printed,  it  ap- 
pears that  great  and  successful  ex- 
ertions have  been  made,  by  mpans 
chiefly  of  preachers  educated  for 
iunerating,  and  by  the  occasional 
labours  of  more  settled  ministers. 
Some  of  the  Conner  have  been  em- 
ployed in  the  north  of  Ireland, 
where  their  labours  have  been  much 
blessed.  The  Shetland,  Orkney, 
and  Western  Islands  have  also  been 
visited  by  the  preachers;  and,  in 
many  places,  where  the  uncorrupted 
fwpcl  had  not  been  heard  tor  many 


years,  the  people  in  general  received 
their  viaits  with  thankfulness  :  and 
eagerly  solicited  a  renewal  of  them. 
The  Report  gives  an  account  of 
the  vyork  in  Dunkeld  ;  where  it  is 
hoped  that  145  persons  have  expe- 
rienced the  power  of  divine  grace 
on  their  souls,  by  means  of  the  So- 
ciety's preachers.  At  Aberfeldie 
fifty-seven  persons  profess  to  have 
experienced  the  same ;  and  by  si- 
milar instruments.  In  the  district 
of  Kintvrc,  which  is  represented  as 
having  \>een  in  a  deplorable  situa- 
tion, the  labours  of  Mr.  Archibald 
M'Callum,  though  much  opposed, 
have  been  greatly  owned.  In  Car-, 
radel,  upwards  of  thirty  give  satis-     . 
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fying  evidence  of  their  convcnion 
to  God.  Public  dances  arc  gene- 
rally jpiven  up,  public-houses  al- 
most torsaken»  and  rents  paid  with 
punctuality :  —  a  thing  too  much 
x\eglectcd  before .  Here,  some  of  the 
professors  were  severely  tried, — be- 
ing required  to  leave  their  farms,  or 
renounce  their  new  connection ;  and 
they  readily  gave  up  their  farms 
rather  than  their  pastor  ;  and  Pro- 
.  vidence  soon  appeared  in  their  be- 
half. Others,  it  is  hoped,  will  be 
graciously  provided  for.  Near  lOo 
persons  have  become  members  of 
Mr.  M*Callum*s  church.  —  In 
Dumbartonshire,  Mr.M'Ewan,  vho 
speaks  Gaelic,  has  been  heard  with 
great  attention,  and  apparent  advan- 
mge,  by  crowds  of  people. 

In  Breadalbane,  whore  xhuch  ig. 
norance  and  many  wickejd  customs 
prevailed,  theic  has  been  a  consider- 
able awakening.  By  the  preaching 
of  Mr.  Farquharson,  and  others, 
many  have  been  called ;  and  about 
ipo  are  united  in  phurch-fel low- 
ship. 

The  Report  concludes  with  an 
animated  Address  to  the  Members 
qf  tY\e  Society,  acknowledging,  with 
thankfulness,  what  God  hath  aU 
ready  wrought  by  their  instrumen- 
tality ;  and  excitm^  thein   to  pur- 
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ceiveth  wages,  and  ^athcreth  fruit 
unto  eternal  life.**    "What  astonish* 
ing  motives  do   the  Scriptures  of 
truth   everywhere  exhibit,  to  Jcad 
us  to  humble  coiifidence,  to  holy 
diligence,   and  unremitted  activity 
in  the  work  of  the  Lord  !     Wc  arc 
sure  that  our  exertions  can  never  be 
altogether  vain..    Even  to  prophets, 
**  whom  God  had  not  sent  ;*•  evm 
to  them,  it  said,  ^*  But  if  they  had 
stood  in  my  counsel,  and  had  caused 
my  people  to  hear  my  words,   then 
they  should  have  turned  them  from 
their  evil  way,  and  from  the  evil  of 
their  doings. 'J    Jer.  xxiii.  at. 

•*  Resolving,  from  henceforth^ 
not  to  forbear  any  more  to  deh'ver 
them  that  arc  drawn  unto  death, 
but    to  be   ready  to   every   ^ood 


work,  let  us  apply  these  principles 
to  the  caSe  before  us.  Here  is  an 
Institution  that  furnishes  the  means 
of  salvation  to  thousands  of  our 
countrymen ;  many  of  whom,  before 
it  was  vet  on  foot,  were  not  seeking 
after  God,  but  were  living  without 
him,  and  witliout  hope  in  the  world  j 
and  many,  without  its  continued 
aid,  are  still  unable  to  support  a 
preacher. — In  behalf  of  this  So- 
ciety, brethren,  you  are  now  ad- 
dressed. Perhaps  some  of  you  are 
still  unacquainted  with  the  dcstituic 
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sue  their  gfand  object,  the  Salva-     state,  iri  a  religious  view,  of  a  great 


tion  of  Souls,  vjitb  redoubled  ar 
dour.  Wc  transcribe  a  passage  or 
two:  — 

**  Brethren,  the  present  times  are 
favourable  to  Christian  exertions, 
beyond  any  former  period.  Civili- 
zation and  Commerce  have  opened, 
enlightened^  and  connected  jthe 
U'orld  in  a  very  remarkable  mariner. 
«<  Say  ye  not,  there  are  jct  four 
fnonthsy  9nd  M<f»  co^icth  harvest  ? 
Behold,  1  say  unto  you,  lift  up' 
your  eyes,  and  look  on  the  fields; 
for  they  are  y>h\\t  already  to  har- 
vest." On  the  discovery  of  tlie 
New  World,  by  Columbus,  it  is  re- 
ported, that  men  of  that  age  con- 
j^ratulated  each  other,  that  they 
lived  at  such  a  period  ;  — but  much 
more  may  that  Christian,  who 
knows  his  privilege,  rejoice  in  the 
present  dAy.  Now  there  is  an  op- 
portunity of  reaping  a  spiritual  har_ 
ve«5    and  **  he  that    reapeth  rc^ 


part  of  your  native  land.  You  will 
find,  on  enquiry  (and  it  is  your  duty 
to  enquire)  that  in  many  places  the 
people  are  perishing  for  lack  of 
knowledge;  and  that  deplorable  ig- 
noi^hce,  and  liikewarm  fonnality 
Ijparfully  abound.  The  Highlands, 
particularly,  are  in  a  most  wretched 
condition.  Few,  comparatively, of 
the  Highlanders  are  in  possession  of 
a  Bible ;  nor  is  it  sold  at  such  2 
priie  as  to  be  within  reach  oi  the 
bulk  of  the  people.  Even  in  parts 
of  the  country  wliere  this  precious 
treasGre  is  possessed,  the  instances 
are  but  rare,  in  which,  without 
CN'angelical  preaching,  it  is  found  to 
be  very  usetul.  When  this  is  want- 
ing, men  are  not  only  naturally 
averse  to  take  the  trouble  to  icm 
the  Bible,  but  are  gener^Uly  misled 
with  false  teachers,  who  pervert  it^ 
contents..  Thus  they  perish  forl^ck 
of  knowledge.  It  behoves  us  all, 
beloved,  seriously  to  reflect  oa  this 
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Static  of  things,  and  well  to  consider 
how  it  may  be  remedied." 

It  appears  from  the  whole,  that 
the  Society  has  sent  out  about  joo 
pjneachersi  ninety-eight  of  whom 
feve  received  education  for  the  mi- 
nistry:  —  that  the  expences  attend- 
ing so  extended  a  work,  are  very 
considerable  i  —  and  that  the  So- 
ciety earnestly  solicits  further  as- 
sistance.— Mr.  A.  Rochead,  Trea- 
s?urer;  Mr.  J.  Ritchie,  Printer,  Se- 
cretary to  the  Society,  Edinburgh. 

March  lO.  The  Dumfries  Mis* 
aionary  Society  met  in  the  Relief 
Churchy  when  a  Sermon  was 
preached  by  the  Rev.  Decision 
Laing,  from  Rev.  xii.  2.  Thecol- 
lectieu  amounted  to  25I.  los. 

At  Great'DriffeUy  on  the  lath  of 
April  was  opened  a  new  chapel  for 
religious  worship.  In  the  morning, 
the  Rev.  S.  Bottbmley  prayed;  and 
Mr.Thorgoland,  of  York,  preached 
from  I?aiah  U.  7.  —  In. the  after- 
noon, the  Holderness  Missionary 
prayed; and  Mr.Bottomley  preach- 
ed, from  Psalm  xxvi.  S.  —  In  the 
evening,  one  of  Mr.  Lambert's  dea- 
cons engaged  in  prayer ;  and  an- 
other gave  an  exhortation,  from 
"Lw^t  xiv.  23.  — This  is  a  new  inte- 
rest J  and  the  cohgregatiows  were 
immerous  and  attentive. 

April  13.  The  Associated  Minis- 
ters in  Dorsetshire,  held  their 
Annual  Meeting  at  Beaminster ; 
when  Mr.  Vickery,  of  Compton, 
preached  from  Rev.  vii  15  ;  Mr. 
Herdsman,  of  Pethcrton,  from  iSam. 
xxiii,  2;  and  Mr.  Lanibe,of  Cerne, 
from  John  iii.  7  ;  Me&srs.  Harring- 
t/>n,  Higgs,  Cracknell,  Morren^ 
Gale,  Weston,  Toms,  and  Price 
engaged  in  prayer.  1  lie  preceding 
evenings  Mj.  Morren,  ot  Shaftes- 
bury, preached  from  Mat.i'iii.  2,3  ; 
and  the  following  evening,  Mr. 
Tpp^s,  of  Chard,  from  Phil.  1.  6. 

May  3  X ,  and  two  first  days  of  June, 
the  NORTHAMPTONSHIR.E  (Bap- 
tist) Association  held  their  Annual 
Meeting  at  Shecpshead,  Leicestcr- 
«hire  ;  Mr.  Suiclitt,  Moderator.  — 
Scrmonji  were  preached  by  Messrs. 
Blundell,  Fuller,  and  Cox  (who, 
«  C]ipsto^e,  succeeds  Mr.  Monis, 
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removed  to  Dunstable.)  The  t^xts 
from  Heb  X.  125  iCOr.  xii.23,  24  j 
Psalm  xxxii.  8.  Messrs  Mills, 
Churchill,  Nicbolls,  Johnson,  hall^ 
Fletcher,  Keely,  Cave,  Hopper, 
Crachrade,  Crapps,  Burton,  &c. 
engaged  in  prayer. 

June  5, 1803  This  cveninga  new 
Baptist  Meeting-house  wa  opened 
at  J/.  Day.  near  Redruth,  in  Corn- 
wall, by  Dr.  Ryland,  from  Bristol, 
who  preached  from  Mark  i,  15, 
**  Repent,  and  believe  the  gospel.'* 
The  place  \v as  exceedingly  crowded. 

June  7.  Mr.  W.  Rowe,  lately* 
student  at  Bristol,  was  ordaii.ed 
pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  at 
Kednith.  The  meeting  -  house 
newly  opened,  though  pretty  large, 
being  insuflicient  to  Contain  the 
people,  the  Methodists  kmdly  of- 
fered the  use  of  theirs,  which  was 
much  larger  Mr  Opie  Smith,  of 
Bath,  began  the  service  ;  Mr. Red- 
ding, of  Truro,  introduced  the  bu- 
siness of  the  day;  IVIr.  Rowe  dc-' 
livered  his  confession  of  faith  ;  Mr. 
Winterbotham  prayed  the  ordina- 
tion-prayer ;  Dr.  Ryland  gave  the 
charge,  founded  upon  2  Cor.  iii.  6 ; 
Mr.  Steadman  preached,  to  the 
church,  from  1  Thes.  iii.  8  ;  and 
Mr.  Hogg,  of  Thrapstone,  con- 
cluded. Mr.  Page,  of  Bristol, 
preached  in  the  evening. 

June  S.  Mr.  S.  Saunders,  who 
\^'as  also  a  student  at  Bristol,  was^ 
ordained  pastor  of  the  Baptist- 
church  at  Penzance.  Mr.  Opie 
Smith  began  with  rea^lmg  and 
prayer;  Mr- Steadman  inivoduced 
the  business  of  theordination  ;  and, 
after  Mr.  Saunders's  confes.sion  of 
faith  was  delivered,  Mr.  Winter- 
botham  pruyed ;  Dr  Kyland  deli- 
vered a  charge  to  »he  pastor,  from 
1 1  im.vi.ii ;  Mr.  Redoing  preaclv. 
cd  to  the  c4uach,  from  heb.  xiii. 
7,  8;  aiKi  Mr.  Page  closed  in 
prayer.  —  In  the  evening,  Mr.Win- 
teibutham  ^  reached,  from  Isaiah  ii«. 
5  ;  Mr.  Rowe  concluded. 

July  12  Mr.  Harris's  new  meet- 
ing-houj»e,  at  Kingston,  Surry,  was 
opened  by  t^o  bernions,  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Ciayton,  and  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Hughes. 
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Hoxton  Academy. 

0«  Thursday  afternoon,  Junc»3, 
JS03,  the  Anniversary  Meeting  of 
the  Sebscftbers  and  Friends,  was 
held  at  the  chapel  adjoining  the 
Academy  House,  previous  to  the 
vacation  of  five  weeks. 

The  Rev.  James  Gawthorn,  of 
Derby,  began  with  prayer.  Three 
students  preached  r  Mr.  Grey,  on 
Original  Sin;  Mr.  Davidson,  on 
the  Atonement  j  and  Mr.  Thomas, 
on  Regeneration.  The  Rev.  Mf. 
Nicol,  co-pastor  with  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Trotter,  of  the  Scots  church,  Swai- 
Jlpw-strect,  concluded  with  prayer. 
After  informing  the  congregation, 
that,  with  the  Rev.  Mr.Waugh,  of 
•Well-street,  lie  had,  the  Tuesday 
yr'cccding,  examined  the  students  in 
iatin,  Greek,  and  Hfebrew  :  that 
the  proficiency  they  had  made  in 
those  studies  fully  met  their  ap- 

Srobation,  and  reflected  much  ere- 
it,  both  on  the  tutors  and  the  stu- 
dents: After  noticing,  that  their 
knowledge  of  divinity,  and  ability 
as  public  speakers,  had  been  proved 
that  afternoQn,—  he  called  on  the 
friends  of  the  institution,  still  to 
€Jtert  tfiemsejves  for  its  support. 
\  Mr.  \VaJker*s  Course  ot  Experi- 
inental  Philosophy  was  delivered  ^ 
it  the  Academy  during  the  months 
of  March  and  April  j  and,  to  ac- 
conimodate  thirty  young  men,  six 
new  studies  have  been  lately  built. 

Complaint  having  been  made,  by 
a  valuable  and  respected  friend,  of 
a  paragraph  in  the  Memoir  pf  the 
late  Rev.  Mr.  Eyre,  supposed  to 
nrfl^t  on  the  Seminary  at  Hoxton, — 
we  beg  leave  to  say.  That  no  such 
reflection -was  intended  by  us;  and 
that  we  cooisidered  tlm  wliole  pas- 
sage •  as  the  simple  statement  of 
those  views  which  induced  the  plan 
of  a  new  Seminary,  more  directly 
calculated  for  i//>^<w/ purposes* 

July  6.  The  Rev.  George  Bur- 
ner (late  of  Coventry)  was  publicly 
set  apart  to  the  pastoral  office  over 
the  cinirck  in  Fetter-lane,  tn  the 
room  of  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Mau- 
rice. Mr.  S.  Burder,  of  St.  Albans, 
pfayedand  read  the  Scripture  j  Mr. 
Thorpe  delivered  a  discourse  on 
the  nature  of  a  Christian  church  j 


Mr.  Barber,  prayed;  Mf.  CUyt«a 
preached  from  %  Cor.  vii.  6;  *nd 
Mr.  Goode  concluded  with  prayer. 

National  Defence, 

We  are  happy  to  learn,  that  all 
clergymen,  and  all  licensed  ti'achers 
of  separate  congregations,  will  be 
exempted  from  serving  in  the  Army 
oi'  Reserve,  as  well  as  in  the  Ge* 
neral  Arnumient.  We  deeply  re- 
gret, that  the  military  exercise  is  ta 
be  practised  on  the  Lord's  Day  j 
which,  we  fear,  will  be  highl^r  iiu 
judous  to  the  cause  of  religioii. 
We  are  informed,  however,  that  a 
clause  hasb^n  introdtic^d  in  behalf 
of  those  who  cannot  conscientiously 
exercise  on  that  day* 

At  this  peculiar  crisis,  it  wiD  be 
fhou|;ht  very  seasonable,  that  a 
meetmg  of  prayer  for  the  naiioo 
commenced  on  Wednesday  last; 
and  is  to  be  contihucd  weekly,  at 
different  places  pf  worship  in  th^ 
metropolis.  -  This  example,  wc 
trust,  wi^l  be  followed,  wherever 
piacticable,  through  the  kingdom* 

RECENT  DEATHS. 
On    Monday,   May  23,   in  the 

prime  of  life  and  usefulness,  died 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Jeakinson,  late  roi* 
nister  of  the  gospel  at  Green  Acres, 
near  Manchester. 

Rev.  A.  Crolc,  fonnerljf  in  th« 
connection  of  Lady  Huntingdon; 
but  for  several  years  the  pastor  of  a 
church  in  Founders*  Hall,  Leth- 
bury.  He  had  suflfercd  much  from 
a  long  and  painful  illness;  but  was 
removed  suddenly,  at  last,  on  Lord's 
Day  afternoon,  July  3,  to  the  great 
grief  of  a  numerous  family  and  an 
affectionate  flock.  His  corpse  was 
attended  to  the  grave  in  BunhiiJ 
Fields,  in  a  most  respectful  man- 
ner, by  many  ministers  and  Chris- 
tian friends.  Mr.Waugh  delivered 
the  fimeral  oration,  and  read,  ac- 
cording to  the  will  of  Mr.  Crole,  a 
paper  expressive  of  his  gratitude  t«. 
his  people  for  their  friendly  offices. 
— Mr.  Wilks  preached  hisjuncral* 
sermon,  at  Founders*  Hall,  00  Sun- 
day  afternoon,  July  17th.— Wo 
hope  we  shall  be  enabled  to. prcbcnt 
our  readers  with  a  Memoir  of  tbiij 
faithful  servant  of  JesuS  Chilst. 
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POETRY. 


LONGING  FOR  HOME. 

J  thttght  at  the  Cl9se  of  a  Week. 
And  now  another  week  it  past. 

And  I  one  week  am  ii««rer  come  ; 
Fly  swift,  ye  houts  ;  conrcy  mc  fa« 

To  my  j6ng  wUh*<l-  for,  dearest  borne. 

Far  from  ray  father's  house,  its  troe, 
Yet  frequent  tokens  of  hii  love, 

AxmI  kind  meoiorials,  not  a  few» 
Oft  I  reeciTc  from  him  above. 

Sometimes  he  deigns  to  visit  me. 

And  with  his  grace  my  heart  to  cheer  x 
But  oht  I  long  Ut^easin'gly 

To  dwell  at  home,  and  see  him  there  1   • 
His  love  has  plac*J  m*  in  this  school,  - 

Where  ev*ry  Ic&son  of  his  grace, 
And  all  the  discipline  and  rule. 

Are  t«  prqtare  me  for  that  place. 

Soon  as  His  plans  are  all  coanplete. 

And  I  am  perfected  in  love ; 
Soon  as  his  grace  has  made  me  meet 

For  my  inheritance  above, 

He*il  call  me  from  my  banish'd  state, 
And  uke  me  to  my  blissful  home. 
Then  wait,  my  soul,  in  patience  wait ; 
Soon  will  his  glorious  chariot  come. 

W.B. 

S  ~0  K  N  E  T. 

/  ascend  unto  my  Father  andywr  Father. 


Fa  THE*  1  that  name  is  music  to. my  car ! 
My  hean  reverberates  at  the  cheering 

soond : 
'  Anxious,  in  vain,  I  ran  gay  Pleasure's 

round  ; 
Never  such  joys  midst  earthly  scenes  ap* 

pear. 
That  name  brings  powerful  consolation  near, 
When  this  poor  world  a  barren  waste 
is  found  ; 
.    From  that  rich  source  my  eager  hopes 

arc  crown'd, 
While  only  disappointment  waits  me  bert. 

Father  \  that  title  I  would  stilt  repeat : 
An  orphan  knows  the  bliss  that  word 
reveals  : 
(Dear  to  my  hearfytillit  shall  fail  to  beat  !) 
An  orphan  best  its  boundless  value  feels. 
A/y  fdthtr^  God  !  'tis  balm  for  ev'ry  woe ; 
4  *pni>|  'whence  joys  ecstatic  ceaseless 

now.  Annstt1(. 

LINES 

Written  m  a  BlanhLeafof  m 
Pocket  Bible, 

?RCCYoV8#Qok!  of  books  the  best  I 

Dearest  gift  of  God,  but  one  j 
T'bat  sarpMMS  iH  the  rest ; 

Gift  •flood's  bctoK<l  Son. 


Blessed  Spirit !  Heavenly  Dove  ! 

Thee  I'd  slight  not,  thee  1  love  j 
By  thy  powWff  and  thine  aione, 

The  vaiue  of  these  gifts  I've  knowa. 


THE  PpOa  BLIND. 
^  Morning  ReJUstion* 

Be  glad,  my  soul; iche  gloomy  night 

Wa%  now  her  rule  resigo'd  : 
Behold  mine  eyes  !  the  grateful  lighjt 
Returns  again  to  bless  tby  sight. 

But  visits  not  the  blind. 

The  mom  may  make  the  sun  arise^* 

A'ad  these  no  pleasure  find  j 
Then  let  me  well  thy  mercies  prize. 
Thank  my  kiiid  Maker  for  my  eyes, 
'   And4>ity  the  poor  blind. 

They  pity  claim ;  but  more,  moch  more^ 

The  man  of  darken'd  mind, 
That  his  hard  lot  mourns  o'er  and  o^er  ; 
This  his  sad  case  does  not  deplore, 

Nor  knows  that  he  is  blind. 

Christians,  who  yourselves  of  late^ 

In  darkness  were  confin'd ; 
Can  you  forget  your  dismal  state  ; 
A  Saviour's  love  so  free,  so  great. 

That  pity'd  you  when  blind. 

"  No,"  you  reply,  while  life  remains  ; 

His  grace  we*  11  call  to  mind  : 
We'll  publish  loo  in  joyful  strains, 
Jesus  Still  lives,  and  grace  still  rei^ns^ 

In  pity  to  the  blind  ! 

I  greet  ye,  Missionary  bands, 

in  pure  compassion  joinM  ; 
I  pray,  May  God  uphold  the  hands 
That  carry  life  to  dying  lands. 

And  light  to  sinners  blind. 

Go  on,  ye  highly  favour'd  still, 

The  shades  begin  to  Hec  ; 
Go  on  till  light  all  nations  HIl, 
And  (if  it  were  Hcav'n's  sovereign  wiH) 

Till  all  the  blind  shaUsre. 

W.BAaRS. 


On  the  Domestic  Happiness  of»^ 
C/iristian  Couple » 


How  blest  the  pair  whom  Christian  love 

unites! 
Joy  smiles  upon  their  days,  and  crowns 

thelf  nights  j 
In  peace  their  happy  moments  glide  away, 
1  ill  both  are  Vi-clconf  d  to  eternal  day. 
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S64;  \        POETRY, 

^oiif  Editor. 

The  music  of  KanHcl,  as  in  most  of  his 
compositions,  was  adapted  not  merely  to 
themctrp  but  to  the  sense  of  the  old  ver« 
slpo  of  Psalm  civ;»^l  ha*rc  hearJ,  that  on 
occasion  of  a  new  version  of  the  Psalms, 
a  prennium  \v«5  Ance advertised  for^i  new 
translation  of  that  Psafm  in  the^^d  metre, 
but  that  the  object  wa^not  accomplishcc^. 
In  the  ^ollo\^i^g  lines  I  have  attempted 
a  more  li(eral,as  well  as  a  more  modffvn 
t^n^fusion  ot  ibe  original  into  the  Eu--* 
glish  language,— adheiing  to  the  metre 
to  which  Handc)*s  admirable  tunc  was 
adapted.  The  'whole  pealm  b;eing 
too  copious  for  your  Mjscelbny,  I 
have  been  Ijmited  to  the  first  thirteen 
vcrsc^  ;  adding,  at  the  close,  wr. at  ap- 
peared requisite  to  accumin'»date  the 
Ode  pf  the  Jewijh  ;.r ;;  hct  to  the  use  of 
evangelical  worshippers'. 

PSALM    CIV. 

AboKE,Omy  soul,  fehova  *s great  name! 
With    majesty  cloth'd,   and  matchless  in 

tame: 
The  sunV  dazzling  lustre  his  robe  he  hath 

made  ; 
The  heav'ns  are  a  curtain,  his  glories   to 

shi^e. 

The  fathomless  deep  his  mansion  sustains  ; 
His  chiripty   the  clouds,  he  guides-or  re* 

strain* :. 
The  wind's  sounding  pinions  his  footsteps 

proclaim  » 
Hi6  envoys  are  spirits^  his  ministers  flame. 

He  founded  the  earth  immovably  fast ; 

Yet  summon'd  the  floods  i(s  form  to  lay 
waste  : 

The  loftiest  mpuniain?  in  waves  were  im- 
mcrs'd  ; 

He  spoke  by  his  thunders,  the  waters  dis- 
persed. 

They  mounitd  the  hills,  thy  call  to  attend  ; 
'Ucbuk'd  by  thy  voice,  the  vales  they  de- 
scend ; 
Retire  to  their  channels,  and  haste  to  the 

Its  limits  appointed  for  ever  to  kecp» 

The  earth  thus  renewed, .  he  waters  from 

high ; . 
Of  beasts  tame  and  wild,  the  thirst  to  sup- 

The  springs,  at  his  mandate  gush  fojrth 

from  (he  hills, 
And  wind  through  the  valleys,  uniiing^ 


Thus,  Lord !  shines   thy  glory.  In  w<1rJrt 

of  thy  hands ;  *  [manJs^ 

But  most  thy  redemption  our  won<Icr  dc-> 

Thy  Majesty  vell'd  in  flesh  like  oar  fjrwn. 
By*  fesus  displayed,  transcendrnt^v  shone  ; 
Thine  anger  o'erwhclm'd  us,   thy  pity  rc- 

slor'd  ;  ' 

Thy.|>ronuse  upholds  us  f— 'My  soul,  praise 

the  Lord  !  Min  i  mu  &. 


For  this  Cod  is  our  God  for  ever  gutd 
€*ver  ;  fie  ivill  be  our  Guide  even  UMi9 
D<fa///.-^ Psalm  xivifi.  14. 

Could  I  say,  *'  This  God  is  minc^ 
With  a  confidence  divine. 
Surely,  I  no  more  should  rove. 
Seeking  ^ny  meaner  love. 

He  all  mercy  is,  and  grace, 
Heav'n  shines  b-aming  in  his  Xitt% 
Were  I  S€;ttled  iQ  hjs  love. 
Sure,  I  never  more  should  rove. 

0  would  he  this  truth  reveal. 
And  stamp  it  with  hir  heavenly  seal^ 
Surely,  till  1  soar'd  ai>ovc. 
Nothing  could  my  spirit  move. 

Cursed  sin  !  wcrt  thou  for^iv'n, 

1  should  hav«  a  prtfsjrnt  Heav*i:{ ! 
Would  my  God  ihis-veil  remove, 
I  should  see  his  narfte  is  Love  !  CT, 


their  rills. 

The  birds  of  the  heav'ns,  there  find  i^rev 

treat ; 
And  pour  through  the  graves  their  mc- 

iodie;  sweet : 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  HYMN,. 

Stmg  at  Paradise  StrttS  Cbdptl^ 
Birmingham, 

Father  of  Heav'n,  to  thee  we  raise 
The  cheerful  not^s  of  solemn  praise  s 
Bless'd  be  thy  name,  thou  God  of  love^ 
By  all  on  earth,  by  ^11  above. 

Thy  tender  mercy  saw  us  lie 

Oppress'd  with  sin  and  misery  ; 

Pity'd  our  helpless,  hopeless  grief, 

Aiul  sent  thy  Son  to  our  relief. 

O  bless'd  Redeemer,  who  can  tell 

Thy  love  in  saving  us  from  Hell  ? 

Christ  dy*d  Jor  us,  —  for  us  he  rose  ; 

And  risitij^  conquered  all  our  foes. 

Now  kindly  Jesus  doth  receive 

Pbor  children  who  bis  word  bcliere  t  ) 

**  Forbid  them  not,  my  grace  is  ffee; 

^  Let  little  childcen  come  to  me."  * 

While  here  we  live,  we'll  spend  ourbreittli 
In  praising  Jesus  j  and  when  Death 
Shall  close  our  lT^,^ur  song  shall  rise. 
In  nobler  strains,  above  the  skies. 

O  richly  hless  our  friends,  we  pray. 
Who  give  to  our  support  to-day  ; 
For  gold  and  silver  giv'n  below. 
Eternal  life  do  thou  bestow.  W,  W* 


Printed  b^  G.  Avld,  Grevillc  Street,  London^ 

/Google 


Digitized  by  * 


Digitized  by 


Google 


J^dlOjti 


"REV?  ]R.p.  A  :l  l  e  f 


y9 


?uh  f  hy ,  Tifdltamf  Seabontr^   Court  Aufji.  1603 


Digitize(^  by 


Google 


V  THE 
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AN  ACCOUfiT  OP 

MOSES    BAKER, 

A   MULATTO    BAPTIST    PREACHER, 

NEAR  MARTHA  BR£A,  IK  JAMAICA* 

IPravm  up  By  hmself^  and  communicated  to  a  Friend  in  Leicestershire,'] 

Honoared  Sir, 

I  HAVE  been  induced,  by  repeated '  solicitations,  to  make 
•  the  following  attempt  to  relate  the  particulars  of  my  convictions, 
conversion,  and  experience,  with  the  principles  I  hold  and 
teach  the  people,  and  the  manner  of  discipline  and  govern- 
ment in  our  church  ;  as"  well  as  the  success  I  have  met  with, 
in  turnrng  poor  lost  sinners  from  sin,  to  the  knowledge  and  love 
of  a  precious  Redeemer* 

I  consider  it  proper,  before  I  proceed  farther,  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  myself.  —  I  am  from  New  York,  in  North  America, 
where  my  occupation  was  a  barber.  I  was  married  Septembeyr 
4, 1778,  to  Susannah  Ashton,  a  mantua-maker,  a  native  of  New 
York,  by  the  Rev.  W.Walters,  agreeably  to  the  rites  of  the 
church  of  England;  in  which  denomination  we  had  been 
brought  up,  and  had  learnt  to  read  the  Scriptures,  and  to  write 
a  litUe.  At  the  evacution  of  New  York,  in  1783,  1  was,  with 
my  wife  and  child,  obliged  to  come  to  the  island  of  Jamaica*— ^ 
I  am  now  a  man  well- stricken  in  years,  and  very  infirm. 

As  to  religion,  when  I  first  came  to  Jamaica,  mine  was  that 
of  the  world :  I  waa  much  given  to  strong  drink,  and  to  many 
other  bad  habits. 

After  my  arrival,  I  hired  a  small  shop  in  Kingston,  where  I 
followed  my  trade  for  three  years;  during  which  tim^  I  saw  it 
"Vrould  not  answer,  as  1  became  very  poor,  and  could  scarcely 
subsist.  I  removed  thence  to  a  place  in  the  mountains,  called 
Leguine,  about  fifteen  miles  from  Kingston,  there  to  till  the 
ground.  The  providence  of  God  so  laid  it  out,  that  this  land 
^ame  into  Mr.  Winn's  possession. 

Ther^  \  found  a  black  man  of  the  Chamba  country,  named 

»H  ^  3  JR 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


366  AN  ACCOUNT  OF  MOSES  BAKEK. 

Cupid  Wilkin,  with  his  wife,  and  two  or  three  other*.  Ofi# 
morning,  as  Mrs.  Baker,  myself,  and  child  were  sitting  down 
to  bieakfet,  this  old  man  came  and  stood  at  the  door.  We  sat 
down  carelessly,  without  giving  thanks  to  God  for  what  wc 
were  going  to  receive ;  which  the  old  man  perceiving,  he  turned 
round  tc^  another  that  was  near  him,  and  wiid,  "  Whence  have 
these  people  came  i  I  could  *wish  to  learn,  if  they  know  that  God 
made  them  ?"  I  overheard  him  saying  this,  and  instantly  got 
up,  and  spoke  to  him  in  the  following  manner: — ^  Old  man,  can 

.  you  read  V  ^^  No,"  he  replied  ;  "  but  I  know  that  both  oi  you 
can.**  —  *  As  you  cannot  read,  how  dare  you  thus  to  reprimand 
me  V  The  old  man  immediately  humbled  himself,  and  said, 
*'  Master,  if  you  will  not  be  angry,  I  will  tell  you  whereto 
search  the  Scriptures,  and  you  will  find  there,  that  you  are  not 

,  only  to  thank  God ;  but  to  return  God  love,  prayer,  and  thanks- 
giving, for  what  you  are  going  to  receive,  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ.*' — The  next  day  1  was  obliged  to  go  abroad  in  quest  of 
some  money.  In  my  absence,  tliv  old  man  requested  Mrs. 
Baker  to  take  the  Scriptures.  She  did  so ;  and  he  convinced 
her  of  the  truth  of  what  he  had  said.  From  this  time  she  was 
much  taken  with  religion ;  and  begged  of  the  old  man  to  try 
what  he  could  do  with  me,  in  regard  of  serving  God ;  but  sae^ 
then  observed,  thai  nothing  could  be  done  so  long  as  I  followed' 
drink  ;  and  it  was  that  which  kept  us  poor.  The  old  man  heard 
tbis^ attentively,  and  replied,  ^^  If  he  will  turn  round  and  serve 
God,  liquor  is  the  first  thing  he  will  leave  off."  On  my  returA, 
Mrs.  Baker  was  continually  importuning  me  to  incline  me  to  re- 
ligion. 1  baffled  her  good  intentions  for  several  days,  telling  her 
it  was  not  good  to  hearken  to  such  ignorant  people.  A  few 
nights  after,  my  mind  was  impressed  with  the  thought,  that  1 
would  go  and  hear  whether  these  people  could  pray,  or  speak 
any  sense  at  alU  Accordingly  I  got  up  on.e  night,  and  heard 
them  singing  and  praising  God,  f  drew  near,  and  found  them 
in  a  small  hut,  on  their  kjnees  at  prayer.  I  immediatelv  ap- 
proached  to  the  man  who  was  praying,  and  fell  on  my  knees 
also,  with  an  intention  of  hearing  hW  praver.  I  heard  that  he 
asked  for  so  many  things  agreeable  to  the  Scriptures,  as  as- 
tonished me,  and  made  me  almost  believe  that  he  had  more 
knowledge  than  myself.  ' 

That  moment  1  formed  a  resolution  that  I  would  turn  «nd 
serve  .God.  From  this  time  I  frequently  conversed  with  the 
cid  man.  I  now  began  to  apply  my  heart  to  God,  I  prayed 
day  and  night  for  the  space  oi  three  or  four  weeks ;  but  at  the 
end  of  this  time  I  became  very  much  troubled,  and  tempted  to 
imagine  I  had  done  a  very  wrong  thing  in  listening  to  this  old 
man.  At  last  1  became  so  miserable,  that  no  tongue  can  de- 
scribe my  state  of  mind  :  I  was  afraid  to  stir  out,  or  tp  move 
myself  in  any  manner;  I  left  off  praying,  wickedly  abiucd  the 
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mii3  man,  and  forbade  him  ever  to  come  near  me  again,  ex- 
claiming'to  Mrs.  Baker  that  I  was  ruined  for  ever  by  listening 
fo  that  man.  -—  About  a  week  after  this,  1  felt  a  cloud  coming 
over  my  eyes ;  they  began  to  darken,  and  in  two  weeks  after,  I 
l^came  entirely  blind ;  and  was  obliged  to  cry  out  for.mercy,  and 
for  some  one  to  lead  me  in  and  out.    I  was  also  affected  witli 
great  pain  in  my  head,  and  still  much  imbittered  against  this 
old  man  ;  nor  had  I  the  least;  idea  that  any  of  these  things  were 
from  God :  but  my  sickness  grew  so  severe,  thati  was  obliged  to 
keep  my  bed,  and  was  reduced  very  low  indeed.    All  our  hopes 
were  now  at  an  end,  as  the  gains  of  this  world  were  entirely 
done  away  from  me ;  and  1  had  no  trust  in  God.    The  old  man 
seeing  me  in  this  distressed  condition,  dailv  brought  provisions 
out  of  his  own  ground  for  my  wife  and   child.     I  not  hear* 
ing  of  this,  said,  *'  Sukey,  bow  or  whence  do  you  get  provi- 
stonsr*    She  told  me,  it  was  from  the  same  old  man ;  and  that 
he  was  willing  to  share  his  last  with  us.    This  greatly  affected 
me,  and  my  heart  became  much  softened  toward  him  ;   so  that 
I  now  believed  this  must  be  from  God.     i  was  then  williug  to 
converse  with  him  once  more.     He  told  me,  that  he  behe^ed 
what  had  befallen  me  was  from  God ;  and  said,  it  would  be 
rood  to  try  a  fast.    This  seemed  very  strange  advice ;  however, 
1  attempted  it.     The  first  time  I  fasted,  it  seemed  to.  give  me  a 
little  ease,  and  I  felt  more  quieted  in  my  conscience;*  which  in- 
duced me  to  try  it  ^gain.    I  still  was  in  great  pain  day  and 
night;  but  I  found  mv  heart  disposed  to  pray,  and  crave  God'« 
mercy :  and  should  I  have  found  mercy,  I  was  ready  to  give  up 
all,  that  was  near  and  dear  to  me,  and  depart  lliis  life.    In  this 
distressed  situation  I  continued  for  upwards  of  six  months,  trll^ 
ail  my  limbs  failed  me,  and  I  was  obliged  to  be  led  about  like 
a  child  ;  but  I  continually  applied  to  God  by  prayer,  and  fouucl 
that  I  daily  grew  in  faith. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  Mr.  Winn  came  upon  the  land, 
and  made  enquiry  if  there  was  any  person  in  that  neighbour- 
hood who  could  make  gowns?  as  he  wanted  two  for  his  house- 
servants.  One  of  his  own  people  informed  him,  that  there  was 
a  woman  lived  near,  who  came  from  America,  that  could  do 
the  work  he  wanted,  Accoidingly  Mrs., Baker  went  to  him,  and 
undertook  the  work,  made  the  gowns,  and  carried  them  hQme : 
he  was  satisfied.  She  then  addressed  them,  saying,  **  Sir,  ex- 
cuse my  boldness,  I  have  a  small  favour  to  ask  ol  you.^'  *  What 
is  that  V  said  he.  She  told  him  she%ad  been  in  this  island  se- 
veral years ;  but  was  an  entire  stranger,  knew  scarcely  any  one^^ 
was  very  poor,  and  had  no  home.  He  asked  her,  what  she  re 
quested  ?  She  told  him,  it  was  a  small  piece  of  land.  ^  What  wilt 
thou  do  with  land  ?*  said  he,^  thou  knowest  nothing  about  land/ 
'  ^  Sii*,"  said  she, "  I  must  try  and  do  what  I  never  did  before. 
My  husband  is  blind,  ai^d  my  child  is  small,  therefore  I  cannot 
leave  ihgm.''    tie  theu  exclaimed^  with  much  feeling,  '^Poor 
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thing!*  and  then  asked  her.  How  she  came  to  knoW  h\mi 
*^  Sir,"  said  she,  *'  I  remember,  though  I  was  very  young,  thai 
there  was  a  ship  sailed  ironi  New  York,  called  the  Duchess 
of  Gordon  ;  and  you  were  captain  of  that  ship.  My  mother 
washed  for  you  sonie  time,"  He  then  recollected  the  family^ 
whom  he  knew  very  well.  After  pausing  a  while,  he  then  saic^ 
'  I  will  be  very  plain  with  thee :  As  to  land,  I  can  give  thee  none 
here,  as  I  do  not  intend  to  keep  this  place  long;  but  if  thou  wilt 

§o  down  to  the  place  where  1  live,  after  one  year,  I  will  gifc 
lee  land,  and  I  will  get  thee  work,  and  see  thee  paid.' ,  Now  go 
hoipe  to  thy  husband,  tell  him  this,  and  hear  what  he  says.' 

The  next  morning,  Mr.  Winn  rode  to  the  place  where  i  was. 
When  he  saw  me,  he  said,  ^'  Well,  friend,  what  hi  ought  thee 
over  to  this  country  ?'*  I  told  him  the  particulars.  '^  Thou 
seemest  to  me,''  he  said,  ^^  to  be  in  a  poor  state  of  health,  why 
jdost  thou  not  employ  a  good  doctor  f'  I  told  him,  my  circam^ 
stances. would  nDt  allow  me  to  employ  a  doctor ;  but  that  I  had 
hopes  in  God.  He  said,  it  was  very  good  to  have  hopes  in 
God,  but  that  men  were  sent  ope  to  help  the  other ;  and  added, 
^'  Well,  I  see  that  thou  art  very  weak  and  poor,  I'll  tell  the« 
what  I  will  do  for  thee :  1^1  give  thee  a  letter,  recommendbg 
thee  to  a  doctor  in  Kingston,  that  will  do  thee  justice;  when 
thou  findest  thyself  able,  go  down  to  him  ;  and  I  will  pay  aH  thy 
charges."  Mr.  AVinn  farther  said, ''  I  have  long  wanted  a  man 
to  instruct  my  negroes  in  religious  and  moral  principles." '  I 
jreplied, '  I  cannot  tell  if  I  may  be  the  man,  until  i  apply  to 
^know  if  it  be  the  Lord's  will.  |  must  be  satis^d  of  this  before 
I  can  give  you  an  answer.'  '^  Well,''  said  he, ''  fare  thee  well, 
friend ;  the  sooner  thou  canst  get  down  to  Kingston,  the^better 
it  will  be  for  thee."  -^- Seeing  me  and  my  familv  very  bare  of 
clothes,  he  sent  roe,  the  next  day,  twenty  yards  of  cloth.  I 
continued  in  this  place  several  months^  daily  striving  in  the 
grace  of  God. 

When  in  the  world,  I  was  very  hasty  and  passiooate;  but 
iiow  I  found  these  passions  wore  away  greatly.  I  perceived  that 
fasting  was  needful  and  useful ;  I  now  felt  a  fear  from.  God  for 
every  thought,  word,  or  action  :  I  betran  to  be  able  evea  to  re* 
fleet  on- myself.  I  totally  rejected  all  confidence  in  my  own. 
flesh,  —having  no  trust  in  my  own  works,  or  righteousness  of 
any  kind;  as  1  came  to  God  as  a  lost,  miserable,  self-con- 
demned, undone,  helpless  sinner,  my  mouth  was  stopped,  and 
I  found  myself  altogether  guilty  before  God.  Once,  when  i 
^as  almost  in  despair,' it  laid  upon  me  to  keep  a  Aist;  and,  in 
the  evening,  when  it  was  a  proper  time  to  end  the  fast,  being 
in  one  of  the. brethren's  houses,  I  was  called  upon  to  pray.  In 
the  mid^of  my  prayer,  I  felt  a  great  change  uj^n  my  heart; 
jmd  seemed  to  have  a  sure  trust  and  confidence  in  God,  thro' 
the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ,  that  my  sins  were  forgiven,  and  that 
I  was  reconciled  to  the  favoux  of  Uod.    1,  and  me  brotbci  thai 
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Was  with  me,  were  both  ipuch  affected,  and  we  fell  to  the 
ground ;  T  could  eo  on  no  longer  in  regular  prayer,  but  only 
called  on  the  Lord  for  mercy,  in  broken  sentences.    From  this 
blessed  time  I  began  to  gather  strength.    The  old  brother  ad- 
vised much  to  go  down  to  Kingston ;  and  I  went  with  him, 
and  was  examined  by  Mr.  Liele  and  his  brethren,  that  'they 
might  see  the  works  which  God  had  done  for  me.  Though  but 
little  acquainted  with  him,  I  thought  he  was  a  good  man  ;  and 
was  baptized  by  him  at  this  time.     I  now,  by  Mr.  Winn's  di- 
rections, placed  myself  under  the  doctor's  caifc,  who,  upon  ex- 
amining me,  said,  I  must  immediately  go  under  a  course  of 
physic  :  —  to  which  I  consented.     I  could  not  be  persuaded 
to  stay  at  home  duriag  this  time  ;  but  persisted  in  going  to 
hear  the  word  of  God,  till  the  operation  of  the  medicine  be- 
came so  severe,  I  suppose  by  taking  cold,  that  I  was  coa(ine4 
to  my  bed ;  and  lay  there  fifteen  days  speechless,  withoiit  taking 
any  kind  of  nourishment  but  what  Mrs.  3aker  could  give  me 
in  a  spoon.     I  was  now  blinder  than  ever,  and  given  over  by 
all  around  me.     Notwithstanding  all  this,   I   had  great  con- 
fidence in  God ;  and  was  strangely  persuaded  I  should  live  to 
receive  my  si^jht  once  more.     One  morning,  after  Mrs.  Baker 
had  returned  from  the  doctor  with  the  medicine,  she  put  it  on 
p  table  in  the  room  :  I  said,  "  Sukcy,  I  can  read  the  directions 
on  that  bottle."    She   brought  it  to  me;  — I  read  it.     Poor 
soul!  she  was  greatlv  surprized  indeed, -7- From  the  time   I     • 
wits  struck  blind,  to  that  of  receiving  my  sights  was  one  whole 
year.' 

•I  rejoiced  greatly  in  the  Lord  for  all  his  goodness  to  me ;  and 
W9S  fully  convinced  it  was  lie  alone  that  healed  both  body 
and  soul.  I  soon  after  wrote  to  Mr.  Winn,  that  iR  he  would 
procure  me  conveniences,  1  was  ready  to  emljrace  his  pro- 
posals. He  immediately  sent  up  a  boat,  and  also  horses  by 
land,  with  a  servant,  and  money  to  bear  my  expences ;  leaving 
me  to  chuse  which  way  I  would  come.  I  preferred  going  by 
land;  and  soon  set  off,  with  my  wife  and  one  female  child, 
for  Stretch  and  Set,  which  was  then  the  name  of  Mr  Winn's 
estate,  though  it  is  now  changed  to  Adelphi.  Here  I  arrived 
in  February  1788;  and  soon  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Winn, 
On  seeing  him,  he  said,  "  Well,  friend,  1  am  glad  to  see  thee 
here."  1  told  him.  That  I  had  reason  to  praise  God,  and  to 
CMsider  that  I  could  never  do  enough  to  serve  him  ;  as  through 
tlie  kindness  of  God,  he  had  been  chiefly  instrumental  to  my 
receiving  mj/  slight.  Mr.  Winn  said,  "  When  thou  thinkest 
proper  to  go  down  to  my  Negro-town,  I  will  give  thee  a 
list  of  the  names  of  my  leading  people.  1  do  not  mean  that 
thou  shalt  reside  among  tliem  anyJonger  tiian  the  time  thou 
takest  to  reprove  them :  I  will  give  tijee  a  place  about  a  mile  off, 
where  those  who  wish  to  follow  thee  can  come  and  henr  thee ; 
•And  I  will  maka  out  asal^y  for  thee^  that  thy  wife  and  child 
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may  Hve  con>fortikbly ;  and  I  will  pi^oicct  thee  from  l>rin|f 
mokbtecf  by  any  one,  in  the  cTiscbarge  of  thy  duties,** 
.  Soon  after,  iVIr.  Winn,  Mrs,  Baker,  and  myself  went  into 
the  Ne^rn  town*  In  order  to  call  therti  together  we  raised  aa 
hymn,  i  he  (.lace  was  soon  crowded.  After  singing,  I  bowed, 
and  put  up  a  pruyer  among  theni  This  appeared  so  strange  to 
'  thetuj  th,a  tbev  began  to  wrangloj,  and  were  otherwise  unruly. 
i  said  iittic  to  Uiem  this  first  tune  ;  but  promised,  that  if  thej 
vonld  be  civii,  I  would  come  again  tlie  next  night.  Ac- 
cordingly I  did  so^  when  they  seemed  more  inclined  to  listen 
to  what  t  had  to  say.  AUer  putting  up  a  prayer,  I  stood  up, 
and  spoke  the  word  of  God  to  them;  informing  them^  that 
k  v^as  God  that  made  them^  and  that  they  ought  to  setve  him, 
and  that  the  way  they  were  liring  was  quite  contrary  to  iba 
cud  of  their  calling.  I  continued  going  among  them  for  two 
Iffeeks,  when  one  of  the  leading  men  took  me  out^  and  said, 

*  Sir,  what  I  have  heard  you  say  is  very  good ;  but  the  way 
our  people  are  in,  they  cannot  follow  it.  I  asked  him,  what 
way  they  were  in  ?  lie  said,  *'  If  you  \^ill  go  with  me,  1  will 
let  yoH  see."^  Accordingly,  he  took  me  to  his  own  house  first: 
there  I  found  bottles,  horns,  and  other  things,  I  know  not 
what*  Some  of  tfiem  buried.  AU  these  were  employed  in 
their  way  of  witchcraft.     When   I  saw  this,  I  said  to  him, 

*  Old  man,  these  are  the  woi:ks  of  the  Devil ;  the  very  things 
that  God  has  sent  me, among  you,  to  root  out  and  destroy;* 
whidi  1  actually  did  wherever  i  found  them.  He, said,  '^  The 
things  which  you  find  here,  you  will  find  the  like  in  eveiy 
house ;  for  this  is  the  way  we  all  live  ;'*  and  believed  there  was 
DO  other  way.     Now  when  some  of  them  became  convinced 

^  Qf  the'ic  evil  ways,  they  told  me,  that  he  who  had  the  most 
money  among  them  did  the  best ;  and  even  confessed,  that 
some  of  them,  now  on  the  estate,  had  killed  others  by  this 

•  wicked  means.  I  now  withdrew  from  the  Negro-town  to  the 
bouse  Mr.  Winn  had  prepared  for  me,  who  said,  *'  Now  I  pve 
thee  liberiy  to  instruct  all  that  are  willing  to  come  and  hear 
thee,  bond  or  free. 

I  soon  recommended  every  man  to  keep  to  his  own  wife,  aifd 
^very  woman  to  her  own  hu^sband  ;  but  this  proved  verj-  diffi- 
cult, as  some  of  them  had  two,  three,  four,  or  even  five  wives. 
1  made  it  my  daily  study  to  search  the  Scriptures,  and  apply 
my  heart  to  God  in  prayer.  In  the  course  of  time,  I  formecj 
a  small  society. 

We  are  of  the  Baptist  persuasion,  beqause  we  believe  it  agree- 
able to  the  Scriptures : — We  hold  to  keeping  the  Lord's  Pay 
throughout  the  year,  in  aplace  appointed  for  public  worship, 
in  singing  psalms,  hymns,  and  spiritual  songs,  and  preaching 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  W'e  hold  to  be  baptised  in  a  river,  or 
a  place  where  there  is  mdch  water,  in  the  name  of  the  Father, 
Sob,  and  koly  Spirit ;   and  leccivirtg  the  iiQid*ft  Supper,  im 

Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


AN  ACCOVNT  %>T  MOSES  IBAKBR,  Stl 

i^3fitdience  to  his  command :— We  also  hold  with  washing 
one  another's  feet,  praving  oyer  the  «ick,  and  anointing  ibeA 
>^ithx>il  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus :  —  We  hold  to  appoint 
judges,  and  such  other  officers  among  us^  to  settle  any  matteit 
according  to  the  word^jf  God .  —  W^  hold  not  to  the  shedding 
of  blood  ;  and  think  ourselves  forbidden  to  go  to  Jaw  one  with 
nnxyther  before  the  unjust,  but  settle  any  matters  we  liav^ 
l>efore  the  saints ;  — We  are  forbidden  to  swear  at  all;  anti 
account  ourselves  bound  not  to  eat  blood,  for  it  is  the  life  of  a 
"creatOre  :  —  We  abstain  from  things  strangled,  and  from  ^neaSt 
offered  to  idols  : —We  are  forbidden  to  wear  costly  raiment 
and  what  would  be  superfluous :  —  We  are  bound  to  submit  our 
teives  to  every  ordinance  of  man  for  the  Lord's  sake,  whether 
It  be  to  the  king  as  supreme,  or  unto  governors,  as  unto  diem 
that  are  sent  by  him,  for  the  puniahment  of  evil-doers,  and  ibr 
'ihe  praise  of  them  that  do  well.  To  avoid  fornlcatiorv,  wc  per- 
mit none  to  keep  each  other,  Except  they  be  married,  accord- 
ing to  the  word  of  God.  If  a  slave,  or  a  servant  misbehave  la 
their  owners,  they  are  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  w^rA 
of  God.  If  ,any  one  of  this  religion  should  transgress  anl 
walk  disorderly,  and  not  according  to  the  commands  we  have 
received  in  the  covenant  of  our  Lord,  he  Mrill  be  censured 
according  to  the  word  of  God.  If  a  brother  or  a  sister  should 
transgress  any  of  these  articles  written  in  this  covenaut,  so  m 
to  become  a  swearer,  a  fornicator,  an  adulterer,  a  covetous  peiw 
^n,  an  idolater,  a  railer,  a  drunkard,  an  extortioner,  or  should 
commit  any  abominable  sin ;  and  doth  not  give  -satisfactioa 
to  the  church,  according  to  the  word  "of  God,  we  hold  thaft 
such  a  one  should  be  put  away  from  among  us;  and  we  mu^ 
not  keep  company,  nor  eat  with  excluded  persons.  We  hdii. 
to  all  other  commandments,  articles,  covenants^  and  ordinances 
recorded  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  as  are  set  forth'  by  our  Lord 
and  Master  Jesus  Christ  and  his  Apostles,  and  to  live  to  them 
as  nigh  as  we  possibly  can,  agreeably  to  the  word  of  God* 
"  If  ye  abide  in  me,  and  my  words  abide  in  you,  herein  is  mf  . 
Father  glorified  that  ye  bear  much  fruit,  so  shall  ye  be  niy 
disciples."  This  is  his  commandment,  *^  That  ye  love  one 
another  as  1  have  loved  you."  *'  Greatt*r  love  hath  no  man  than 
this,  that  a  man  should  lay  down  his  Hfe  for  his  friend.** 
<^  Ye  axe  my  friends,  if  yexlo  whatsoever  1  command  you," 


ANECDOTES. 


1.  'BURNING  THE  BIBLE. 

A  SOCIETY  of  gentlemen}  most  of  whopi  bad  enjoyed  m 
^bcral  educatidn,  and  were  persons  of  polished  manners,  but 
iiadj^  unhappily^  imibib^  iundel  principles^  tued  to  asisembk  ai 
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each  otiier's  houses,  for  the  purpose  of  TidiculiDg  the  Scripturej, 
and  hardening  one  another  in  their  unbelief.     At  last,  they 
tinaniitiously  formed  a  resolution,  Solemnly  to  bum  the  Bible; 
and  so  to  be  troubled  no  more  with  a  book  which  was  so  hostile 
to  their  principles,  '.and  disquieting  to  their  consciences.     The 
day  fixed  upon  arrived  :* a  large  fire  was  prepared,  a  Bible  was 
laid  on  the  table,  and  a  flowing  bowl  ready  to  tirink  its  dirge. 
For  the  ex(*cution  of  their  plan,  they  fixed  upon  a  youn^  gen- 
tleman of  high  birth,  brilliant  vivacity,  and  elegance  of  manners. 
He  undertook  the  task ;  and   after  a  few  enlivening  glasses, 
amidst  the  applauses  of  his  jovial  compeers,  he  approached 
the  table,  took  up  the  l^iblc,  and  was  walking  resolutely  for* 
ward  to  put  it  into  the  fire ;  but  hap|)ening  to  give  it  a  look,  all 
at  once  he  was  seized  with  trembling  ;  paleness  overepread  bis 
trountenance,  antl  he  seemed  convulsed.     He  returned  to  the 
table^  and  laying  down  the  Bible,  said,  with  a  strong  asseve^ 
xation,  '^  We  wiU  not  burn  that  book  till  we  get  a  better  J* 

Soon  after  this,  the  same  gay  and  lively  young  gentleman 
died ;  and,  on  his  death-bed,  was  led  to  true  repentaiice ;  de* 
tiving  unshaken  hoi>es  oi  forgiveness  and  of  future  blessedness, 
from  that  book  he  was  once  going  to  burn, 

$.  METHODISM  DETECTED. 

A  YOUNG  lady,  wlio  had  heard  the  Methodists  and  theif 
doctrines  censured,  happened,  in  opening  her  prayer-book,  to 
fall  on  tlie  Articles  of  religion.  She  ran  to  her  mamma  with 
the  book:  *^  Here,**  says  she,  '*  Mamma,  I  have  found  all  the 
Methodist  doctrines.  Surely,  these  cannot  be  the  true  Article« 
of  the  church.*'  Her  niother,  a  wonderful  good  sort  of  woman, 
frowned  upon  her,  and  bid  her  never  more  busy  herself  in  such 
matters  ;  for  these  were  Articles  which  nobody  now  believed. 

S.  EE.MORSE  OF  CONSCIENCE. 

A  GENTLEMAN  of  vftst  fortunc,  scnt  for  a  friend  to  Palk 
Mall,  being  very  indisposed,  to  settle  some  aflkii:a;  and  while 
they  were  together,  he  walked  to  the  window,  and  observed  a 
chimney-sweeper's  boy,  with  his  brass-plate  and  sack,  passing 
-by.  His  friend  was  surprized  to  see  the  tears  burst  from  his 
eyes;— and  clasping  his  hands,  with  an  oath,  he  swore,  "  No# 
Avould  I  give  every  sbiliing  I  am  worth  in  the  world  (ht  fiadtet^ 
thousand  pounds  ay  ear)  to  change  beings,  with  that  little  sweep. 
—  Sic  transit  gloria  mundi. 

4.  A  POPISH  FAST. 

I  KNEW  a  zealous  Roman  Catholic,  who  kept  always  % 
strict  fast  on  Saturday ;  but  before  he  went  to  beef,  constantly 
indulged  in  an  excellent  meat-supper ;  for  which  he  impatieDtlji[ 
waited,  with  his  watch  on  the  table,  till  the  hand  pointed 
twelve,  when  he  instantly  fell  to  it  vpraciouM^^ 
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ON  CONFORMITY  TO  THE  WORtB* 

*        BY  A  LADY. 
Addressed  to  serious  persons  of  her  ozcn  sex. 

Mv  dear  young  Friends, 

W  iTH  the  sincerest  affection  and  concern  for  your  present 
and  eternal  wellare,  would  I  now  address  you,  on  a  subject  I 
conceive  truly  important^  and  peculiarly  necessary  in  the  present 
day.  1  hiiinbly  hope,  there  is  implanted  in  your  hearts,  as  is 
recorded  of.Abijah,  some  good  thing  towards  the  Lord  GckI  of 
Israel ;  by  which  I  mean,  a  sincere  desire  to  be  devoted  to  him  ; 
not  partially,  but  altogether:  that  you  have  been  led  by  th^ 
teacniugs  of  his  Spirit,  to  consider  it  not  only  your  reasonable  • 
service,  but  your  privilege  and  happiness;  and  after  seriously 
counting  the  coat,  you  have  deliberately  determined,  through 
^ace,  to  be  for  him,  and  not  for  another.  I  congratulate  you 
on  making  so  wise  a  choice.  May  you  be  enabled  stedfastly 
and  consistently  to  follow  the  Lord  fully,  so  that  neither  th« 
frowns  nor  smiles  of  an  ungodly  world  may  draw  your  feet  from 
the  consecrated  path !  Suffer  the  friendly  admonition  from 
one  w^ho  wishes  you  God-speed  ;  and,  in  the  apostle's  words 
(Rom.  xii.  2.)  .desires  to  warn  you  against  being  conformed  t^ 
the  world. 

Remember  what  our  Lord  says,  ^^  If  any  man  will  come  after 
jne,  let  him  deny  himself,  take  up  his  cross  daily,  and  follow 
me*."  Does  this  not  imply  the  opposing  those  things  in  par- 
ticular which  are  suited  to  gratify  the  pride  and  vanuy  of  cor-, 
rupt  nature?  and  the  seeking  to  have  our  inclinations  towards 
them  subdued,  by  the  power  of  his  grace,  who  has  left  us  an 
example  that  we  shoula  tread  in  his  steps  ?  Granting  that  t'uc 
more  is  intended  in  the  apostle's  admonition,  of  not  being  con- 
formed to  the  world,  than  in  the  mere  article  of  dress,-— let 
Conscience  answer,  whether  this  be  not  impKed :  and  if  so, 
•  Will  not  the  giving  place  to  one  breach  of  duty  lead  to  another  i 
Is  it  consistent  with  deadness  to  the  worla,  and  having  no 
fellowship  with  the  unfruitful  works  of  darkness  ?  Are  we  not 
called  upon  to  crucify  the  flesh  ?  —  to  mortify  our  corrupt  incli- 
nations ?  — •  to  walk,  not  as  others,  in  the  vanity  of  their  minds ; 
but  to  reprove  them,  by  redeeming  the  time  for  nobler  pur- 

S>ses  ourselves,  abstaining  even  from  all  appearance  of  evilt? 
id  Christ  give  himself  for  us,  on  purpose  to  redeem  us  from 
the  love  of  these  tilings  :|: :  and  shall  we  follow  the  vain  and 
indecei^t  fashions  of  the  present  day,  in  return  for  his  great  love 
fmd  condescensioB^  merely  because  we  would  avoid  being  sin- 

•  Mark  viii.  34.        f  Col.  iii,  3.   Eph.v.  n.  Gal.  y.  24.  CoUviii.5^ 
P|>h.  iy.  1^.    I  Thf8<  V.  u*  t  Oal.  i*  4. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ST4  t>N  CONFORMITY  TO  ^HE  WOKL©. 

gwlar?  Poes  not  Conscience  shudder  at  the  thought^  «bcI 
Vfith  holy  indignation,  reply.  No ;  let  us  rather  tak^  up  our 
i^ross,  and  follow  the  steps  of*  our  divine  Master,  who  was  con- 
tent to  be  despised  and  rejected  of  men ;  aud,,  though  Lord  of 
the  universe,  emptied  himself  of  all  his  glory,  that  we,  througU 
his  poverty^  might  be  made  rich  f  Let  us.  spend  and  be  s{Ment 
in  his  service, -r-  seek  to  improve  our  lin>e  and  talents  for  the 
good  of  those  around  us ;  so  shall  we  prove  our  love  to  h4m,.i]^ojt 
in  word  and  in  to;igue  only,  but  in  deed  and  in  truths 

Listen  uot,^my  dear  young  friends,  to  the  insinuations  of  the 
grand  enemy  of  souls,  who  probably  may  suggest,  that  these 
mlmonition^  are  unnecessary  for  you,  and  by  no  means  suitable 
to  the  staticvi  you  are  in.  Beware  of  giving  ear  to  any  teuip-. 
tation  which  would  dra,w  you  from  tne  dictjates  of  unerring^ 
-wisdom  ;  but  thither  may  you  continually  resort  for  divine  in- 
struction f  "Remember,  the  more  public  the. line  of  life  you  are 
in,  th^  more  impprtant  th(?  example  you  set,  and  the  more  in- 
fluence will  it  ^lave  on  the  minds  of  those  around  you.  The 
Christian,  in  such  a  situation,  is  like  a  city  set  on  a  hill,  wbicH 
^annot  be  hid  i  and  sliould  covet  to  be  like  the  light-house  on 
the  sea-coast,  -r-  an  instrument  to.  warn  others  of  their  danger,^ 
fjid  to  point  out  tlie  path  to  the  harbour  of  eternal  fcKcity. 

Pray  then,  my  dear  friends,  foi;  wisdom  and  grace  to.walk  cir-- 
cumspectlv,  that  you  may  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  youi^  Sa- 
yiour  in  all  ^bings,  Majce  not  the  conduct  of  ^jiy  vour  patteniji 
farther  than  you  s^e  them,  following  your  divine  Afaster.  Trace 
him  from  the  cradle  to,  the  cross,  and  pray  for  the  same  mind  to 
t)e  in  you  as  was  in  him  :  that  your  walk  may  be  an  exhibition 
of  his  spirit  and  tamper ;  and  then,  though  in  every  thing  yon 
will  have  reaion  for  humiliation,  yet  while  his  love  constrains 
you  to  make  h^is.  glory  your  aim,  your  labour  shall  not  bje  in 
vain. 

Let  not  the  example  of  professors  tend  you  astray,  nor  sup* 

Sose  that  a  sufficient  warrant  for  j'ou  to  act  as  yoii  see  them 
o.  On  the  contrary,  be  nobly  ambitious  of  setting  before  such 
n  different  pattern ;  and,  at  the  saiue  time,  see  that  it  be  don.e 
from  principle;  foi;  po  sacrifice,  whatever  is  acceptable  to 
God,^  but  that;  whi^h  springs  from  love^  And  do  this  no)^  from 
my  adyic^.  merely,  but  humbly  and  earnestly  pray  tlie  divine 
Spirit  to  grant  you  a  true  discei-nment  of  the  path  of  duty,  that 
you  may  not  err  therein;  but,  through  his  divine  influence,, 
"willingly  and  obediently  follow  the  light,  as  he  vouchsafes  it 
So  sjiall  you  enjoy  the  testimony  of  a  conscience  void  of  offence 
towards  God  arid  naan  ;  for  if  any  do.  his  will,  they  shall  surely 
be  taught  of  him.  .    '        ^ 

But  let  npt.my  young  friends  think,  when  they  have  escaped 
iJiese  snares,  that  the  enemy  has  no  more  power  over  them : 
this  would  make  you  at  once  aa  easy  prey  to  his  devices.     1^ 
is  no  uncominon  thing  for  him  to  suggest,  that  since  we  hav<| 
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to  masliilly  taken  up  our  crossj  in  not  only  differlrtg  from  att, 
tsngodly  world,  but  also  from  the  majority  of  the  religibiiB 
world,  howmuch  holier  we  are  than  they!.   For  should  we 
listen  to  the  voice  of  the  flatterer>  the  consequence,  would 
Surely  be,  that,  instead  of  keeping  in  the  narmw  path  of  hu- 
mility and  love,  we  should  at  once  get  into  a  way  of  vain- 
glory and   self-confidence;  which  as  certainly  leads  to  ruia 
as  any  other.     Pray  then  to  be  also  clothed  with  that  armout 
which   p^all  render  you  proof  against  all  the  attacks  of  ih^ 
adversary;  cleave  to  the  Lord,  his  word,  and  his  thirone,  and^ 
he  will  keep  you  in  the  hour  of  temptation  :  i*emember,  it  id 
from  him  alone  all   your  gifts  and  graces  spring  and  ar^ 
maintained.     If  more  is  given,  you  are  only  more  indebted,  and 
under  greater  obligations  to  pity  and  pray  lor  those  whom  yon 
conoei^ve  led  captive,  by  the  snares  which  you  have  escaped  ; 
and   lei   your  gratitude  be  manifest,   by   tenderly,    meekly,' 
and  aHectionately  endeavouring,  at  eviery  seasonuble  oppor- 
tunity, to  shew  them  the  folly  and  pernicious   tendency  of 
their    conduct,  both  as  it  respects   themselves   and    others^ 
With  regard  to  the  former,  they  grieve  thfeSpifit  of  God  by- 
acting  contrary  to  his  commands ;  and,  therefore,  need  not 
wonder  they  do  not  enjoy  those  comforts  whrch  are  inseparably 
connected  with  walkine  closely  with  God.     But  some  will 
proKably  say,  that  they  have  no  more  pride  in  conforming  ta 
a  fashion,  &q«  than  others  have  in  wearing  what  diHeis  Iront 
it.     Such,    I   fear,   are  not  sufficiently   attentive  and  watch* 
fcil    over  their  own   hearts,    to   distinguish    between  the  in- 
sensibility arising  from    a    careless  walk,    and  that  victory 
oyer  inbred  corruption.  Which  the  Christian   is   comnianded 
and  encouraged  to  aspire  after ;  neither  do  they  consider  how 
others  are  drawn  aside  by  their  example.     Since  then  we  are 
called  to  let  our  light  shine  before  others  for  their  instnio* 
tion*,  how  careful  should  we  be  of  leaning  to  our  own  under- 
standing!    In  all  our  ways,  let  us  acknowledge  him  who  has 
promised  to  order  the  steps  of  such,  and  to  make  their  way 
aceptabte  to  himself  f;  that  our  walk  may  be  as  becomeili  the 
gospel  of  Christ;  that  the  way  of  truth  never  be  spoken  evil  of, 
on  our  account ;  and  that  our  conduct  may  not  occasion  the 
stumbling  of  others  if. 

Some  there  are,  who  make  a  profession  of  godliness,  yet 
plead  for  a  certain  degree  of  conformity  to  the  wv.rld,  us  if 
they  had  that  complete  victory  over  themselves  t!iat  they 
could  go  just  to  the  precipice  of  danger,  and  ru  farther;  f^ut 
thi9  is  equally  presumptuous  and  absurd :  *^  Ye  cannot  serve 
God  and  Mammon." 

[Resolve  then,  to  shew  the  world,  by  your  exemplary  walk, 

•  Matthew  T.  16,         +  Psalm  xxxviL  23.  %  Phil.  ii.  15. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQI^S 


57ff*  tXTUAOBDINARY   CONVERSIOPf,' 

that  yonr  m»tive  is  love  to  Christ,  his  cause  and  interest;  tlirt 
you  ai*e  ambitious  of  no  honour  but  the  honour  which  cometb 
from  God,  esteeming  his  approbation  a  full  compensation  for 
all  the  reproacli  you  can  meet  with  in  the  way  to  the  kingdom 
of  glory.  Thus,  my  dear  fiiend,  you  must  learn  that  the  way 
to  the  crown  is  by  the  way  of  the  cross,  the  path  of  humility 
and  self-denial.  Be  not  discouraged  at  the  difficulty  of  it,  or 
froiri  your  own  inability  to  walk  therein ;  but  look  unto  him 
who  giveth  power  unto  the  faint,  and  to  them  who  haye  no 
mi^hc  increaseth  strength,  so  shall  you  run  without  weariness  j^ 
and  when  faint,  be  kept  by  his  Almighty  power,  pursuing  the' 
prize  of  your  high  calling.  Prove  the  sincerity  of  your  lov« 
Dy  this  universal  respect  ^o  his  commands;  and  demonstrate^ 
your  faith  to  be  of  God,  by  placing  all  your  dependence  on  the 
Complete  work  of  the  Saviour,  saying,  from  the  heart, ''God 
forbid  that  I. should  glory,  save  in  the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesut 
Christ,  by  whom  the  world  is  crucified  unto  me^  and  I  unto  the 
world  ♦r 
Hampstead. 

Gal.'vi.  14. 


IXTRAORDINxlRY  CONVERSION  OP  A  DEIST, 

I'o  the  Editor. 

Sir, 

I'he  following  Account  of  Dr.  Pokter's  Conversion,  is  faithfully  copidt 
from  Number  III.  of**  The  Georgia  Analytical  Repository,"  con- 
ducted  by  the  Rev.  H.  Holcomb.e,  A.M.  of  Savannah;  which  WM 
•bligingly  communicated  to  me  by  Dr.  Rogers,  of  Philadelphia^  I 
have  sent  it,  without  comment  or  remark,^eaTing  your  readers  to  foim 
their  own  reflections  on  the  facts  here  stated. 

Yourv  A.  B^ 

Among  the  many  instances  of  the  triumphant  power  of 
the  gospel  which  have  occurred  in  the  now  spreading  revival 
x)f  religion,  the  conversion  of  Dr.  Portet*  deserves  particular 
notitre.  Tliis  remarkable  instance  of  the  display  of  free  and 
sovereign  grace,  took  place  at  «i  meeting,  which  began  on* 
Fridaj%  the  27  th  of  March,  1802,  at  New  Providence  church, 
in  Mecklenburgh  county.  North  Carolina.  The  account  war 
taken  from  his  own  mouth,  four  weeks  after  his  conversion,  br 
an  intelligent  and  respectable  gentleman  of  Charlestown,  Soutti 
Carolina.  The  following  is  the  Doctor's  wonderful  narrative  :— 

I  was  nearly  a  confirmed  Deist;  and,  though  religiously 
educated,  despised  religion.  At  the  great  meeting  inMedc- 
lenburgh,  I  had  the  curiositv  to  attend.  For  nearly  four  days  I 
continued  on  the  ground,  though  often  determined  to  leave  it, 
without  feeling  any  unusual  impression,  except  what  was  occa* 


isioned  by  the  crie^-ofthe  distressed  ;  and  thoagh  I  sometimes 
prayed  to  be  reli^otjsjy  impressed,  I  rtevief' felt  more  rarelesi 
and  hardened  in  my  life.  Orl  Monday  evening,  while  1  was 
sitting  in  Mr.  M'Rea's  tent,  reflecting  on  the  strength  of  my 
body,  and  the  h.nppy  state  of  my  mind,  notwithstanding  the 
fatigue  and  want  of  rest  I  had  undergone,  I  was  suddenly 
struck  with  an  unusual  sensation  in  the  pit  of  my  stomachy 
\^hich,  in  a  short  time,  pervaded  my  chest  in  geneml.  I  felt 
no  pain  ;  but  apprehended  immediate  death.  1  endeavoured 
to  remove  the  impression  by  walking;  but  in  vain. 

Having  returned  to  the  tent,  the  sensation  pervaded  mf 
whole  body ;  and  convulsions  and  involuntary  gnashing  of  teeth 
ensaed.     Soon,  liowever,.  these  '  ceased  ;'  ftiid  I  became  as  one 
dead,  being  unable  to  move.     WljiJc  in  dm  state,  which  I  sup-* 
pose  was  about  two  hours,    I  experienced  a  dreadful  gloom  and 
coirfused  horrors  of  mind.  *  ''thisrf^senibfence  of  death  was  suc- 
ceeded by  other  convulsions-;  andrl  again  fell  quiet^  and,  un- 
til near  morning,  t^xperienced  more  dreadfiil  norrors,  which 
increased  as  mjf  bodily /8£i*ength  returned.    When  the  exercise 
of  my  bodilf^gQn^  wpf^tfCilecably  i^ecovered,.ray  horrors  ceased, 
vvithout  my  being  able  to  assign  ^he  particular  cause  of  their 
removal.     I  first  asked  myself.  How  1  could  possibly  become 
religious,  and  exhort^  as  others  were  doing  ?    A  plan  tp  avoid 
professing  religion.wa>s  immediately  suggested ;  which  wMs,  to 


attribute  all-^^&i^- 1^^^  tb-fits,  and  say  I  had  been  subject  to 
them  befdlB|^f7Bui><his  1  at  once  detected  and  discarded,  as  a 
8uggpflri<(^*i>f  the  D^vil ;  and  resolved  to  love  Cyod,  and  pro- 
fe^f^heVeHgion 'of  Jesus  Christ,  be  the  consequences  what 
ihey'mij^ht.  ^        - 

^  I  then'  bJ^gan  to  enquire  what  could  be  the  cause  of  these  new 
»nd^  iudden  Resolutions;  for  to  me,  it  appeafed* scarcely  pos* 
'  A^6  tfr^t  1;  who  had  been  one  of  the  most  abandoned  sinners, 
Tl*  tOwM  experience  a  change  of  heart  without  being  more  dread- 
^•fTuIly  humbled  for  my  sins.     I  then,  indeed,  saw  that  they  were 
great,  and  of  a  most  aggravated  kind,  having  been  committed  • 
against  much  light  and  goodness  ;  and  though  I  could  not  feel 
hamWed  for  them  as  1  wished,  and  as  I  knew  I  ought  to  be,  — 
the  glory,  wisdom,  justice,  grace,  and  condescension  of  God,  as 
displayed  in  the  device  of  salvation  through  a  Mediator,  broke 
in  upon  my  mind.     My  soul  \V^as  filled  with  admiration  at  the 
fiilness  and  freenes»  of  his  grace   in  Christ.     My  heart  ac- 
quiesced in  this  glorious  method  of  salvation,  and  was  drawn 
out  in  love  to  the  holy  and  blessed  Jesus.     Never  before  did  I 
know  any  thing  of  true  joy;  but,  notwithstanding^  all  I  have 
felt,  I  am  often  jealous  of  my  heart,  and  examine  my  exer- 
cises with  careful  attention,  comparing  them  with  the  word  of 
God,  and  religious  expeiiences  recorded  in  other  books;  and< 
if  I  am  not  greatly  deceived,  I  can  freely  renounce  all  that  1$ 
most  d«ar  to  me  in  the  world  tor  Christ  and  his  religioiu^         . 
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.  Jt  is  sometimes  suggested  to  my  mind  that  the  whole  may  tii 
a  delusioa ;  but^  glory  to  God  !  if  it  should  even  be  so^  it  is  an 
ieco&ipai:abJy  sweet  one;  ^'  Not  mighty  men  that  share  the 
apoil,  have  joys  compared  to  mine." 

O  how  delightful  to  contemplate  the  character  of  the  great 
Jehovah;  and  his  infinite  love  to  sinners,  through  his  dear  Sod  ! 
•—May  God  enable  me  to  persevere !  I  desire  to  thank  him :  1 
have  been  enabled  to  day,  at  court,  to  sijence  near  a  dozen  of 
my  old  Deistical  companions.  My  case  evaded  all  their  objec- 
tions ;  and  they  appeared  to  be  stiuck  with  solemnity  and  alar% 
iheix  leader  having  fallen* 


THE  UNDIVIDED  GOSPEL. 

A^   EXTRACT  FROM  THE  EXCELLENT  MR.  JOHN  HOWK* 


The  fbllowiug  passage,  extracted  from  Howe,  on  **  Delighting  in  God,** 
I  doubt  not  will  be  acceptable  to  your  intelligent  Readers,  whHc  it 
conveys  a  thought  worthy  the  attention  of  every  minister  of  thc.gospel 
of  Christ ;  and,  upon  their  minds,  may  the  Holy  Spirit  deeply  im- 
press  it  I  .  M. 

.  '^  There  is  a  manifest  prejudice  daily  accruing  to  the 
Christian  name  and  profession,  by  the  unequal  estimation  which 
that  part  of  the  doctrine  of  Christ  hath  that  concerns  the  work 
of  his  Spirit  upon  us,  —  regeneration,  the  new  creature,  repent- 
ance, and  a  holy  Ufe,  in  comparison  of  that  which  concerns 
his  performances  and  acquisitions  for  us,  —  expiation  of  sin, 
•atisfactiou  of  divine  justice,  forgiveness,  and  acceptance  with 
God.— -Uow  sweet,  ravishing,  transporting  doctrines,  and  how 
j>ure  gospel,  are  these  latter  accounted  b^  many^  who  esteem  the 
former  cold,  sapless,  and  unpleasant  notions  !  Hence  comes  the 
Christian  Religion  to  look  with  so  distorted  a  face  and  aspect, 
as  if  it  suiferea  a  convulsion,  that  hath  altered  and  disguised  it 
to  that  degree,  that  it  is  hardly  to  be  known ;  being  made  to 
seem  as  if  it  imported  only  a  design  to  rescue  some  persons 
from  divine  wrath  and  justice,  without  ever  giving  them  that 
disposition  of  heart  which  is  necessary,  both  to  their  serving 
God,  ahd  their  blessedness  in  him.  Ihis  is  not  to  be  imputea 
so  much  to  the  misrepresentatioa  no^ade  x)f  it  by  them  whose 
business  it  hath  been  to  instruct  others  (though  of  them,  too 
many  may  have  been  very  faulty  in  almost  suppressing,  or  in- 
sisting less,  or  very  little,  upon  doctrines  of  the  former  strain, 
while  the  stream  of  their  discourses  hath  mostly  run  upon  die 
other) ;  for  it  must  be  acknowledged,  that  by  very  many  ill 
our  age,  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  great  heart-diange  hath 
beeq  both  most  clearly  represented,  and  as  urgently  pressed,  as 
perhaps  Ui  most  who  have  gon^  before.    iJut  the  matter  i* 
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idainty  to  be  attributed  to  tbat  depravity  of  man^s.-nataffe^ 
wfa#ice  there  is  a  moat  uneqiial  and  partial  reception  of  the 
trad^  of  God ;  and  that  which  seems  (taken  apart  by  itself^  to 
impart  more  of  indulgence  to  sinners,  is  readilj  catcbed  at; 
that  which  more  directly  strikes  at  the  very  root  of  sin  is  let 
paais^  as  if  it  had  never  been  spoken  :  and  so  men  make  up  tt> 
themselves  a  gospel  of  this  tenor  and  import.  That,  let  the  tem- 
per of  their  spirits  towards  God  be  what  it  will,  if  they  rely  add 
rest  upon  the  righteousness  of  Christ,  God  will  be  reconciled 
to  them;  and  they  think  they  need  take  no  farther  care.  But 
whatever  is  said  in  the  gospel  of  Christ,  besides  the  necessity  of 
being  bom  of  God,  of  partaking  a  divine  nature,  of  patting  off 
the  old  man  and  putting  on  the  new,  ^c.  is  looked  upon  as  if  it 
had  been  thrown  in  by  chance,  and  signified  nothing:  and 
the  other,  witEiout  this,  is  thouglit  to  be  pure  gospel ;  as  if  these 
were  impertinent  additions  and  falsifications.  But  will  not 
such  men  understand,  that  the  detracting  of  any  thing  from  tlie 
instrument  or  testament  of  a  man,  as  well  as  adding  thereto^ 
makes  it  another  thing,  and  none  of  his  act  or  deed  f  So  that 
thtirpure  Gospel^  as  they  call  it,  is  another  gospel-^  nay  (be- 
cause there  cannot  be  another)  no  gospel.  Or  will  they  not 
understand,  how  simply  impossible  it  is,  in  the  very  nature  of 
the  thing,  that  the  end  should  be  attained  of  bringing  men  to 
blessedness  (i.  €•  to  a  delightful  rest  in  God)  without  theh*  hav- 
ing a  new  nature,  an  heart  inclined  and  bent  towards  God, 
wrought  to  a  conformity  and  agreement  with  God's  own  holy 
nature  and  will,  unto  which  the  offer  and  hope  of  forgiveness, 
by  the  hlood  of  Christ,  is  designed  to  win  and  form  them  i  For, 
can  man  be  happy  in  him  in  whom  they  take  no  delight  f  or 
delight  in  hun,  to  whom  the  very  temper  of  their  spirits  is  ha* 
bitually  unsuitable  and  repugnant  ?  How  plain  are  things  l» 
tliem  that  are  not  resolved  not  to  see !" 


ON  THE  MUTUAI4  KNOWLEDGE  01 
SJINTS   IK  GLORY. 

Jatractfdfvom  Mr^Cowj>efs  Letters  to  his  Cousin,  Mrs.Cowper^ 

Sir,  To  the  Editor. 

T[hc  fQllowing  Letters  referring  to  a  subject  highly  interesting  to  many  of 
your  readers,  who  Cannot  possibly  have  access  to  the  elegant  volumes  of 
Mr*  Hayley,  I  am  persuaded  you  will,  by  their  insertion,  gratify  many 
beiide  your  constant  reader^  T. 

My  dear  Cousin, 
As  in  matters  nnitttainable  by  reason,  and  unrevealed  in 
"^  scripture,  it  is  impossible  to  argue  at  all,—- so  in  matters 
cooeerning  which  reason  can  only  give  a  probable  guess,  and 
"^  scripj^ure  hi^  made  no  e:2(plicit  discovery^  it  is^,  chough  net 
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impossible  to  argue  at  all,  yet  iiirpossible  to  argue  to  any  cer- 
tain conclusion.  This  seems  to  me  to  be  tlie  very  case  with 
the  point  in  question.  Reason  is  aUe  to  form:  many  plausible 
conjectures  concerning  the  possibility  of  our  knowing  each 
other  in  a  future  state  ;  and  tne  Scripture  hasy  here  and  there, 
£ivoitred  us  witii  an  expression  that  looks  at  least  like  a  slight 
intimation  of  it ;  but  because  a  conjecture  can  never  amount  to 
•  proof;  and  a  slight  intioiation  cannot  be  construed  into  a  po- 
titive' assertion, —  therefore  I  think  we  can  never  come  to  any 
iibsolute  conclusion  upon  the  subject.  We  may  indeed  reas«D 
^hout  the  plausibility  of  our  conjectures  ;  and  we  may  discuss, 
-with  great  industry  and  shrewdness  of  argument,  those  passages 
in  the  Scripture  which  seem  to  favour  the  opinion  ;  but  still, 
3Kiocei;tain  means  having  been  afforded  us,  no  certain  eiid  can 
"be  attftinod  ;  and  after  all  thrftcan  be  said,  it  will  still  be  doubt* 
jTol,  whether  we  shall  know  each  other  or  not. 

As  to  arguments  founded  upon  human  reason  only,  it  wonld 
l)C,easy  to  muster  up  a  much  greater  number  on  the  affirmitire 
^de  of  the  question,  than  it  would  be  worth  my  while  to  write, 
or  yours  to  read.  Let  us  see,  therefore,  what  tne  Scripture  sajs, 
or  seems  to  say,  towards  the  proof  or  it :  and  of  this  kind  of 
argument  also  I  shall  insert  but  a  few  of  those  which  seem 
to  be  the  fairest  and  clearest  for  the  purpose.  For,  after  all, 
a  disputant,  on  either  side  of  this  question,  is  inilanger  of  that 
censure  of  our  blessed  Lord's,  *^  Ye  dp  err,  not  knowing  the 
jScriptures,  nor  the  power  of  God.** 

As  to  parables,  1  know  it  has  been  said  in  tbe  dispnte  con- 
cerning the  intermediate  state,  that  they  are  not  argumentative; 
Jiut  this  having  been  controverted  by  very  wise  and  good  men, 
and  the  parable  of  Dives  and  Lazarus  having  been  u^  bysacb, 
to  prove  an  intermediate  state,  I  see  not  why  it  may  not  be  as 
fairly  used  for  the  proof  of  any  other  matter,  which  it  seems 
fairly  to  imply.  In  this  parable  we  see  that  Dives  is  repre- 
sented as  knowing  Lazarus;  and  Abraham  as  knowing  ibem 
both  ;  and  the  discourse  between  them  is  entirely  concernrag 
-  their  respective  characters  and  circumstances  upon  earth.  Here, 
therefore,  our  Saviour  seems  to  countenance  the  notion  of  amu- 
tual  kno\<^ledgc  and  recollection  ;  and  if  a  soul  that  has  perished 
shall  know  the  soul  that  is  saved,  surely  the  heirs  of  i^vatioi^ 
shall  know  and  recollect  each  other. 

In  the  first  Epistle  to  the  Thessalonians,  the  2d  chapter  and 
19th  verse.  Saint  Paul  says,  *^  What  is  our  hope,  or  joy,  or 
crown  of  lejoicing  ?  Are  not  even  3'e  in  the  preajence  of  our 
^.ord  Jesus  Cluist  at  his  coming  ?  For  ye  are  our  gio^  wad  out 
joy." 

As  to  the  hope  which  the  Apo$tle  has  fomied  conqeming 
^hem,  he  hinweif  refers  the  accomplishment  of  it  to  the  coming 
of  Christ ;  meaning,  that  then  be  slv>uld  receive  the  recompense 
of  Im  labours  in  their  behalf  j  his  joy  and.glo^y  be  refers  liltt? 
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^ise  to  the  same  period,  both  which  would  result  from  the  sicjht 
of  such  numbers  redeemed  by  the  blessing  of  God  upon  his 
aninistration,  when  he  should  present  them  before  the  Great 
Judge,  and  say,  in  the  words  of  a  greater  than  himself,  '^  Lo  !  I, 
and  the  children  whom  thou  hast  given  me.*'  This  seems 
to  imply  that  the  Apostle  should  know  the  Converts,  and  the 
Converts  the  Apostle,  at  least  al  the  day  of  Judgment;  and  if 
then/ why  not  afterwards? 

-  See  also  the  4th  Chapterof  that  Epistle,  13,  14,  1 6,  which  1 
have  hot  room  to  transcribe.  Here  the  Apostle  comforts  them 
under  their  affliction,  for  their  deceased  brethren,  exhorting 
them  "  not  to  sorrow  as  without  hope  ;"  and  what  is  the  hope 
by  which  he  teaches  them  to  support  their  spirits  ?  Even  this, 
"  That  thpm  which  sleep  in  Jesus,  shall  God  bring  with  him,** 
Id  other  words,  and  by  a  fair  paraphrase  surely,  telling  them 
they  are  only  taken  from  them  tor  a  season ;  and  that  they  should 
receive  them  at  the  resurrection. 

If  you  can  takeoff  the  force  of  these  texts,  my  dear  Cousin, 
you  wilhgoa  great  way  towards  shaking  my  opinion;  ii  not, JL 
think  they  ujust  go  a  great  way  towards  shaking  yours.. 

The  reason  why  [  did  not  »end  you  my  opinion  of  Pearsall, 
was,  because  I  had  not  then  read  him  ;  I  have  read  him  since, 
and  like  him  much,  especially  the  latter  part  of  him  ;  but  }^ou 
have  whetted  my  curiosity  to  see  the  last  letter,  by  your  tearing 
it  out.  Unless  you  can  give  me  a  good  reason  why  1  should  not 
Sjce  it,  I  shall  enquire  f(f»r  the  book  the  next  time  I  go  to  Cam- 
bridge. Perhaps  I  may  be  partial  to  Hervey  for  the  sake  of 
bis  other  writings ;  but  I  cannot  give  Pearsall  the  preference 
to  him ;  for  I  think  him  one  of  the  modt  Scriptural  writers  ui 
the  worlil.  Yours,  W.  CowvfiR. 

£thb  othsr  litters  in  our  next.] 


DEFExXCE  OF  IMPUTED  PJGHTEOUSNESS. 

Sir,  To  the  Editor. 

In  a  publication  of  very  considerable  repute  and  extensive 
circulation,  I  mean  ^*  The  Encyclopaidia  Britannica*,*'i  am 
•orry  to  find  a  severe,  and,  I  apprehend,  a  very  unjust  censure  of 
one  of  the  most  iuiportant  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  as  well  as  of 
a  very  respectable  body  of  Christians  who  believe  it. 

Thclearaied  Authors  say,  '*  The  enthusiast  extracts  doctrinei 
from  scripture  which  are  not  contained  in  it,  and  whiqh  are 
repugnant  to  its  spirit.  The  doctrine  of  intputed  righteousness, 
by  which  the  merit  of  Clinsi  is  said  to  be  imputed  to  us,  ap- 
^>ears  to  be  of  this  nuixiber  :   it  is  certainly,  in  general^  un* 


•  Sc«  Vol.  XV J,  article  Righteousness* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIj^ 


382  DEFENCE  OF  IMPUTED  nifenrtOU'SNES9. 

friendly  to  virtue  ;  as  will  be  readily  allowed  by  all  who  hare 
conversed  with  the  more  ignorant  sort  of  Methodists  in  Eng* 
land,  or  Secedcrs  in  Scotland." 

;  It  happens  to  bther  si,ibject9,  as  well  hs  to  religion,  that  the 
conjectural  theories  of  speculators  differ  widely  from  matter  of 
fact,  ascertained  by  fair  experiment. 

The  paragraph  before  nie  appenrs  so  rash  and  unwarranfeble, 
4;hat  1  hope  a  few  strictures  upou  it  will  not  be  unacceptable  to 
'your  readers';  and,  as  I  am  neither  Methodist  nor  Seceder, 
perhaps  the  writer  of  the  passage  in  question,  may  be  disposed 
50  receive  conviction. 

"     It  is  allowed,  that  the  doctrine  of  imputed  righteousness  has, 

;in  some  instances,  been  abused  ;  but  so  has  every  sentiment  of 

the  Bible.     Would  this  gentleman  have  us  to  give  it  upon 

'that  account  ?    The  law  of  God  has  been  abused:  shall  we 

then  say.  The  law  is  sin  ?    God  forbid  !     This  gentleman  must 

know,  that  the  good  creatures  of  God  are  abused  by  glutton* 

and  drunkards;  — but  would  he,  on  that  account,  deny  thera 

**to  be  good  ?  or  cease  to  use  them  ?    With  no  more  justice  cau 

the  doctrine  under  consideration  be  accused   of  an  immoral 

tendency,  because  it  has  been  abused  occasionally  by  wicked 

men. 

It  is  allowed  also,  that  this  doctrine  has  frequently  stirred  n|^ 
^  the  resentment  of  proud  moralists  and  superstitious  priests; 
*^  and,  sometimes,  to  such  a  degree  has  their  implacable  rage 
/  t)cen  excited,  as  to  punish  with  penalties,  imprisonments,  tor- 
tures, and  death,   the  .pious  and  sincere  believers  of  this  doo 

*  trine.     Witness  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary !    But  is  the  light  of 
day  to  be  cashiered,  because  it  is  offensive  to  owls  and  bats? 

That  the  English  Methodists,  or  Scotch  Seceders^i^  even  the 
most  ignorant  of  them,  exemplify  immoral  effects  ot  this  doc- 
trine, I  must,  from  some  knowledge  of  both,  positively  deny. 
Here  then  we  are  at  issue. 

There  are  large  congregations,  both  in  England  and  Scot* 
f.ind,  whore  this  is  the' theme  of  almo*t  every  sermon.  At  Ply-^ 
niouih,  Portsmouth,  Sljoerness,  Chatham,  ^Voohvich,  and 
Deptford,  where  si}ip\vrights,  iwni  other  people  employed  ia 
our  dock-3'ards  attend,  let  the  ollicors  who  superintetid  the  la- 
.  botirs  and  conduct  of  tiu^se  men  say,  if  they  can,  that  these  are 
.     the  men  whom  they  are  obliged  to  hunt  for  in  alehouses ;  wbom^ 

*  they  cannot  confide  in,  or  depend  upon,  when  extraordinary 
c.vcrtipns  arc  \^il^tcd.  At  Leeds,  Manchester,  ShelHcld,  Bir-' 
Tningham,  Glasgow,  Parsley,  Perth,  and  Edinburgh,  there  are 
va?t  numbers  of  the  friends  of  this  doctrine  among  our  manu- 
frictiiicrs;  and  are  these  the  men  by  whom  our  jails  are^ 
peopled,  and  hospitals  thronged,  to  obtain  relief  from  the 
effects  of  intemperance  and  lewdness  r  Are  the  wi^TS'aIwt 
children  of  these  men  left  at  home  in  distressful  poverty  and. 
iynorunee,  whilQ  their  profligate  relative^  on  whom  they  de- 
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^ndr  Is  drunk,  or  gambling  away  his  last  pcpny  in-tke  haunts 
of  debauchery  and  vice  ?  Let  the  gentlemen  who  employ  them 
speak,  and  tell  us  where  siich  men  live,  what  are  their  names," 
and  toivhat  congregations  ihey  belong,  that  we  may  know  and^ 
avoid  them. 

The  writer  of  tlie  censure  in  question,  says,  '^This  is  the  case. 
in  general^*  Can  there  be  a  more  ungenerous,  or  a  more  inju-' 
rJous  calumny  ?  But  I  am  happy  to  say,  that,  after  conversing 
with  English  Methodists,  almost  in  every  county  in  England, 
and  with  many  Seceders  from  Scotland,  the  very  contrary  is* 
the  fact.  Let  any  man  disprove  it  if  he  can,  and  we  dare  the 
writer  to  produce  a  single  congregation,  among  the  people  he 
has  condemned,  to  corroborate  the  charge.  But  I  have  long  ob- 
served, that  censures  of  this  kind  have  argued  cither  the  most 
proroiind  ignorance  of  the  influence  of  the  gospel,  itself,  an  en- 
tire unacquaintance  with  those  who  profess  it,  or  a  strange  and 
uaafccouniable  prejudice  which  no  evidence  whatever  can  re- 
move ;  and  altliough  wc,  who  piofess  the  doctrine  of  imputed 
righteousness,  have  nothing  to  boast  in  ourselves,  yet  the  (iod 
of  all  grace  has  in  general  so  preserved  the  faith  and  conduct  of 
his  people,  that  general  censures,  like  the  present,  at  no  period 
of  the  church,  could  be  warrantably  applied  to  them.  Yet  such 
has  been  the  fate  of  this  doctrine,  and  the  people  who  profess 
it,  that  in  every  age,  ihey  have  been  stigmatized  with  the 
chiirge  of  licentiousness;  nor  could  the  exemplary  life  of  St. 
r^ul  himself  prevent  it.  "  tFe  be  slaudtrondt/  reported^  and, 
ai5  some  affirm,  that  we  say.  Let  m  do  nil,  that  good  may 
come  !  whose  damnation  is  just  *."  AW  licentious  abuse  of  this 
doctrine,  is  unnatural,  and  contrary  to  the  direct  tendency  of 
the  truth ;  whereas,  it  has  been  applied  for  the  purposes  in- 
tended,— the  conferring  of  an  obligation,  an  eternal  obligation. 
The  pardon  of  sin,  and  the  acceptance  of  our  person*  m  the 
righteoustiess  of  Christ  imputed,  naturally  and  powerfully  leads 
to  the  love  of  God,  and  all  practical  jjodliness.  '^  Grace  reigns 
through  righteousness  unto  eternal  life.** 

I  shall  conclude  these  strictures,  with  the  sentiments  of  two 
eminent  divines.  The  judicious  Witsius  says,  ^^  The  doctrine  of 
justification  spreads  itself  through  the  whole  system  of  divinity. 
As  this  is  either  solidly  established,  or  superficially  toadied, 
fully  stated,  or  slightly  disjnissed,  accordingly,  the  whole 
structure  of  religion  either  rises  graceful  and  magnificent,  su- 
perior ,to  assault,  and  beyond  the  power  of  decay  ^  or  else- it  ap- 
pears disproportionate  and  defective,  totters  on  its  foundation, 
i^nd  threatens  an  opprobrious  fall."  —  To  the  same  purpose 
speaks  the  excellent  Air.  James  Hervey  :  "  The  libertine,  who 
only  speculates  or  disputes,  may  indeed  abuse  the  doctrine  of 
grace  J  but  the  believer,  who  feels  the  power  of  grace,  will  im? 

♦  Rom.  ill.  8, 
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prove  it  to  better  purposes.^  Where  the  former  only  flactnates 
in  the  understanding,  su I h  detestable  consequences  may  ensae; 
—where  the  latter  operatts  in  the  hearty  it  will  always  produce 
very  different  effects  *.'•  So  niiich  may  suffice  to  prove,  that 
this. censure  is  i'punded  neither  on.*  the  nature  of  the  doctrine 
itself,  nor  on  matter  of  fact ;  that  it  is  not  consonant  with  the 
inind  of  the  apostle,  nor  the  judgment  of  the  wisest  and  best  of 
men.  —  A  debt  due  to  Truth,  has  occasioned  tliese  observations 
from  yours,  &c,  Upsilon  f. 

•  Vide  Hcrvey'$  Thcron  and  Aspasio,  Dialogue  V. 
t  The  Rev.  A.  Crole,  lately  deceased. 


BIBLICAL   CIUTICISM. 

They  leaped  vpon  the  altar  trkich  was  made.^^  1  Kings  xviii.  l6. 

Baal,  whose  idolatfous  worship  is  here  referred  to,  was 
the  same  as  Apollo,  or  the  Sun.  Callimachus  has  ^iven  us  a 
remarkable  instance  of  the  universal  veneration  which  was 
paid  by,  tlie  andient  Paigans  at  his  altar,  in  the  temple  of  Deles. 
Among  other  ceremonies,  in  the  worship  ofthisidql,  it  was 
customary  to  run  round  his  aliar,  to  strike  it  mtha  tckip;  and, 
with  their  hands  or  arms  bound  behind  them,  to  bite  the  olive,  • 
For,  of  Delos,  the  poet  says, 

"  Thee,  ever  honoured  isle,  what  vessel  dares 
Sail  by  regardless?  ,  * 'i  were  in  vain  to  plead 
Strong  driving  gales ;  or,  strbnger  still  than  they. 
Swift  wing'd  Necessity.    Their  swelling  sails 
Here  mariners  must  furl ;  nor  hence  depart 
Till  round  the  altar,  struck  with  many  a  blow. 
The  maze  they  tread ;  and,  backward  bent  their  arms. 
The  sacrecj  olive  bite."  J^'mn  to  Delos^  v.  433. 

The  former  part  of  this  ceremony  plainly  alludes  to  singing 
and  dancing  round  the  altar  ;  -^  the  latter  part  seems  to  ac* 
cord  with  what  is  said  of  Baal,  in  I  Kings  xviii. '26— 28,  where 
we  reacl  oT  the  priests  of  Baal,  who  Icaptd  upon  the  altar  they 
had  niiide  :  -—  which  the  Septuj»gint  renders  "  run  round  ;  and 
they  cried  aloud,  and  cut  themselves,  after  their  manner,  with 
Icnjvcs  and  lances,  till  the  blood  gushed  out  upon  them,*'  This 
running  roi  nd  the  altar,  sign ihcd,  the  annual  rotation  of  th^ 
earth  rcuLd  the  sun  ;  —  striking  with  a  whip  the  alt:ir,  cutting 
themselves  w  ith  knives  and  lunces,  and  crying  aloud  to  their 
Deity,  were  symbolical  actibns,  denoting  their  desire,  that  he 
mould  shew  forth  his  power  upon  all  nature  in  general,  and 
that  sacrifice  in  particular,  then  be  lore  him.  Flaving  thus 
surrorndcd  the  altar  of  jA polio  ;  and,  by  these  actions,  declared 
their  belief  in  his  universal  power,  they  used  to  bend  their  own 
«rms  behind  them,  and  so  take  the  sacred  olive  into  ibeir 
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nioutlis ;  thereT)y  declaring,  that  not  from  their  own  arm  oi 
pbvrer,  which- was  bound, — but  from  his,  whose  altar  they  sur- 
rounded, they  expected  to  obtain  that  peace,  wlicrcof  the 
olive  was  always  a  symbol  •. 

There  arc  some  evideut  allnsions  to  these  abominabfe 
idolatrous  practices  in  the  Old  Testament;  and  the  Jews 
are  severely  reprimanded  by  the  pr^^hets,  for  following  such 
absurd  and  wicked  ceremonies.  '*  Thus,  saith  the  Lora,  con- 
cerumg  the  prophets,  that  make  my  people  err,  that  bite  with 
their  teeth,  and  cry,  Peace  f/'  And,  respecting  Ashdod,  tlie 
prophet  says, "  i  will  take  aWay  his  blood  out  of  hi*  mouth, 
and  his  abomination  from  between  his  teeth  p** 

REFLECTIONS. 
The  value  of  divine  revelatioii  may,  m  som?  measure,  be  as- 
certained, by  the  discoveries  it  makes  of  the  perfections  of 
God  ;  and  the  instructions  it  affords  us,  with  regard  to  his  wor* 
fhip.  How  deplorable  is  the  ignorance  of  man  in  his  natural 
state!     How  absolutely  necessary  is  supernatural  influence,  to 

Slide  us  into  all  trutU  !     Let   91s  continuallj'  pray  for  grace, 
at  we  ^*  may  serve  God  acceptably  with  reverence  and  godly 
fear;"  and  while  we  pity  the  blindness  which  cherishes  super* 
itition  and  idolatry,  endeavour,  by  every  means  in  our  powei^ 
to  disseminate  the  knowledge  of  Christ  irniciHed. 
Si.  Jlbans.  S.  B, 

^  Gen.  viii;  ii*  ^  Micah  iii.  5.  |  Zech.  ix«  7« 


THBINVASION. 

Sir,  To  tie  Editor. 

It  is  well  known,  th^t  man  is  '^  the  creature  of  circam*' 
stances  ;*•  and  tliat  his  thoughts,  his  feelings,  and  his  conver- 
sation, assume  a  complexion  corresponding  with  the  newetit 
and  most  prevailing  topic  of  public  attention.  Hence  it  is,  that^ 
in  the  present  juncture,  I  can  scarcely  bear  or  think  of  arty 
thing  but  the  hivasion. 

Kuminating,  the  other  day,  on  this  subject,  I  said  to  my^lf. 
What  means  all  this  effervescence?  Is  it  indeed  so,  that  a 
daring,  cnterprizing,  and  powerful  enemy  holds  out  the  most 
inveterate  threatenings  ?  and  is  it,  indeed,  become  necessary  for 
all  who  love  their  country  to  stand  forth  in  her  defence  ?  I 
shudder  at  the  thought  of  "Britainy  fertile  plains  being  deluged 
with  blood,  T-  with  the  blood  of  my  countryjnen  !  1  deprecate 
the  curse  of  having  the  peaceful  hom^  the  domestic  circle, 
4i^turbed  by  the  dia  of  war ;  of  bafiog  our  quiet  habkatiofiSj 
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yea,  even  the  retirement  of  our  wives  aod  daughters  invaded 
by  an  unpFint'ipled  and  ferocious  soldiery^  who,  contemplating 
the  danger  of  the  desperate  enterprize,  would  have  turned  their 
arms  against  their  boastful  hero,  had  he  not  promised  them,  in 
ease  of  success^  the  most  boundless  gratification  of  their  sen- 
spal  qnd  vindictive  passions. 

,  Feeling,  as  I  cio,  that,  with  all  her  faults,  1  love  my  country 
still;  and,  confident  that  nothing  but  distress,  confusion,  and 
desolation  conid  arise  from  the  smallest  degree  of  success  at- 
tending the  projected  expedition,  I  do  most  sincerely  desire  itf 
early  and, utter  frustration.  /I  shall  not  cejise  to  pray,  that  the 
counsels  of  every  modern  Ahitophel  may  he  turned  into  foolish- 
Bess;  and  that  Jehovah  may  put  his  hook  into  the  nose  of  this 
modern  Rabshakeh,  and  lead  him  back  by  the  way  he  cometh. 
While,  in  regard  to  my  native  land,  I  will  not  cease  to  utter 
fhe  devout  and  patriotic  language  of  the  prophet, ''  Pray  for 
the  peace  of  Jerusalem :  they  shall  prosper  that  love  thee. 
Peace  be  within  thy  walls,  and  prosperity  within  thy  palaces! 
For  mv  brethren,  my  companions  sakes,  I  will  now  sdy.  Peace 
bcwitfiin  thee;  because  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  our  God,  I 
will  seek  thy  good*/' 

It  has  sometimes  so  happened,  that,  while  others  Ivave  been 
discoursing  on  the  general  topic  of  invasion,  1  have  been  mc» 
«fi*tating  on  the  many  striking  instances  of  invasion  recorded  in 
the  Holy  Scriptures  ;*in  most  of  which  it  may  be  obsei-ved,  thai 
confusion  and  disaster  covered  the  invaders. 

Cherdolaom^r,  and  other  kin^s,  confederated  and  invaded 
the  people  of  Sodom,  where  Lot  dwelt.  Thd|y  succeeded  for  a. 
time;  and  carried  away  captive  a  multitude  of  unotfending 
and  defenceless  individuals  ;  hut,  tljrough  the  instrumentality 
of  Abraham,  thp  Lprd  delivered  them  wonderfally  :  and  out  of 
that  passage  of  history,  arises  a  great  funcf  of  instruction  and 
^comfort  to  the  church  of  God,  in  regard  to  the  person  and 
office  of  Melchisedek  -f-. 

~  In  the  days  of  that  upright  and'pipus  judge  Sam uely  the 
Philistines  invaded  Israel ;  and  it  is  said,  '^  'Vbey  were  afraid  of 
the  Philistines,"  either  because  they  were  more  numerous,  or 
morC/ warlike ;  ^'And  the  children  of  Israel  said  to  Samuel, 
Cease  tiot  to  cev  unto  the  Lord  for  us,  tliat  he  will  save  us  out 
of  the  hand  of  the  Philistine-.*'  This  was  a  suitable,  this  was  a 
prudent  line  of  cbnduct ;  for  *1  the  battle  is  the  Lord's  :"  and, 
blessed  be  God,  that  even  now  his  ear  is  not  heavy,  that  il 
cannot  hear ;  neither  is  his  arm  shortened,  that  he  caiuipt  savew 
Let  then  the  inhabitants  of  Britain'imitate  the  Jews,  and  call 
npon  the  man  of  prayer  to  cry  unto  the  Lord  for  tliem.  But  all 
the  prayers  of  Samuel  himself  could  not  avail,  unless  his  advice 
))e  followed ;— .and  what  is  it  ?  "  And  Samuel  spake  Uttto  all  titi, 

<  '         f  Ps.  cxxil  6-r9.       •  I  Otn.  xiv^with  Heb.  vij. 
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heVLse  ol^ Israel,  saying,  Tf  Ve  do  retiirn  linto  tfte  Lord  with  ail 
your  hearts,  then  put  awn}'  the  strange  s^uds  and  AshtarotU 
from  among  yoil ;  and  prepare  yotir  hearts  unto  the  Lord^  and 
terve  him  only,  and  he  will  dehver  you  out  of  the  hands  of  thef 
PhiUstities.^'  This  was  useful,  fnithVul  counsel,  and  it  was  hap- 
pily well  received;  for  it  is  added,** Then  the  children  of 
Israel  did  put  away  Baalim  and  Ashtaroth,  and  served- th« 
Lord  only.**  "  This  shall  be  the  glory,  this  ^hall  be  the  strengtlt 
of  Brkairr,  under*  God  :  —If  every  man,  listening  to  the  re- 
bukes, to  the  chastenings  of  Providence,  shall  rise  up  and  cast 
mWfty  Ws  idols,  separate  himself  from  his  sini  and  cleave  to  t{\» 
Lord  with  purpose  of  heart,  —  then,  who  shall  harm  us  ?  We 
■have,  in  truth,  moie  to  fe&r  from  our  sins  than  from  the  French. 
Israel  htid  never  been  smitten  before  the  men  of  Ai,  had  tlierfc 
•not  been  an  accursed  thing  In  the  camp.  If  there  be  any  dismay, 
Any  weakness,  any  dartger  attached  to  our  present  situation,  k 
•is  from  hence; — we  are  a  sinful  nation,  a  people  laden  witk 
iniquity.  Such  a  country  was  that  of  Sodom;  but  it  would 
have  been  spared,  if  it  had  contained  ten  righteous  persons.  — 

0  Lord,  spare  our  guilty  land  !  for  the  sake  of  the  thousands  rf 
thy  children  who  daily  supplicate  for  its  peace  and  prosperity  ! 

1  The  Amalekites  made  an  invasion  on  the  south  of  Zikla^ 
■ijie  territory  in  wh'ich  David  resided ;  and  they  carrkd  awaj^ 

his  wives,  his  children,  and  his  men.  Trouble  and  distress  en- 
sued; yea,  in  the  agitation  and  anguish  of  their  spirits,  they 

'talked  of  stoning  David.  But  we  are  informed,  that  "David 
encouraged  himself  in  the  Ix>rd  his  God.**  Here  ajjaiu,  is  one 
of  the  best  patterns  for  our  imitation.  Lot  us  not  Indulge  the 
fain  confidence  and  the  foolish  presiunption  qf  the  mco  oi  tlie 
world.  They  calc\i late  on  the  ratio  of  wisdom,  of  numbers, 
and  of  bravery,  which  they  have  on  their  side;  they  forget 
that  all  these,  and  tiin  thousand  more  advantages,  are  nothing, 

-  unless  the  Lord  be  on  our  side.  Let  us  tlierefore  look  to  him  ; 
—  let  us  put  our  trust  in  his  wisdom,  goodness,  and  power. 
David  went  out  against  Goliath,  *'  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of 
Hosts."     The  churth  of  old  said,  "  Our  help  is  in  the  name  of 

•the  Loi^d,  who  made  Heaven  and  earth."'  Yes;  if*  we  are 
taved,  our  God  must  fight  for  us.    Let  us  then  not  talk  proudly ; 

*  but  let  every  one  of  us  encourage  himself  in  the  Lord.  Let  us 
humble  ourselves  under  his  mighty  hand,  —  let  every  one  of 
us  turn  from  the  evil  of  his  way  ;  and  then,  those  who  invade 
MS,  shall  rue  k  as  biuerly  as  did  the  Anxalekitus  the  invasion  of 
Ziklag*, 

I  will  mention  another  instance,  which  is  si  singular,  thnt  it 
must  not  be  omitted  : —  It  was  the  invasion  of  Jidah,  by  tlio 
children  of  Moab,  Ammon,  and   others,  in  the  (iays  of  jeiio- 

*  ittpbut.    What  was  doner     *^  Then  Jchosuph it  Wdredj  Jk^d 


iz&'r.  x\Kt4. 
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let  himseTf  to  seek  the  Lord,  and  proclaimed  a  f^st  throagfioat 
allJudnh;  andJuduh  gHtbered  together,  to  ask  help  of  the 
Lord,  even  oat  of  all  the  cities  ot  Judah,  they  came  to  seek 
the  Lord  :  and  Jehosaphat  stood  in  the  congregation  of  Judab 
and  Jerusalem,  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  before  tlie  new  court,  ^ 
and  said,  "  O  Lord  God  of  our  fathers,  art  thou  not  God  in 
Heaven  ?  and  rulest  thou  not  over  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  Hea- 
then i  and  in  thine  hand  is  there  not  power  and  might,  so  that 
there  is  none  able  to  wiihstand  thee?"  —  '*  O  our  God,  wilt 
thou  not  judge  them  !  for  we  have  no  might  against  tliis  great 
company  that  cometh  up  against  us,  neither  know  we  what  to 

«  do;  but  our  eyes  are  upon  thee*.'*  1  his  is  the  spirit,  this  is 
the  language  which  is  suitable  to  a  frail  and  sinful  people, 
from  the  king  on  the  throne  to  the  lowest  subject,  let  hs  speak 
and  act  in  ihi^  humble  and  devout  manner.  1  hen  may  we  rear 
sonably  expect,  that  if  our  peaceful  happy  shores  are  invaded, 
our  enemies  shall  l>e  thundered  upon  from  Heaven,  and  sink  as 
lead  in  the  great  deep;  or,  if  they  reach  our  shores,  it  shall  be 

'  said  of  them,  "  The  siout-hearted  are  spoiled ;  th^y  have  slept 
their  sleep,  aud  none  of  the  men  of  might  have  found  their 
hands^t." 

JJut  it  may  be  proper  t6  take  another  view  of  the  subject,  and 
notice  two  other  instances  of  invasion  ;  *—  t  mean  tliose  oif  Je- 
rusalem;, by  Nebuchadnezzsir  and  Titus  Vespasian.  I  would 
fain  separate  these,  but  there  is  not  room.  We  have  sufficient 
evidence  that  these  invasions  were  immediately  connected  with 
the  moral  and  religious  slate  of  the  Jews.  In  the  former 
period,  they  are  described  as  fallen  from  their  pre-eminence 
over  all  other  people ;  having  once  walked  in  the  light,  the 
fellowship,  and  the  practice  of  the  truth,  and  were  now  suivk 
into  the  depths  of  ignorance,  idolatry,  and  vice.  This  is  Je- 
hovah's complaint  against  them,  about  the  time  we  rderto; 
*'  The  ox  knoweih  his  owner,  and  the  ass  bis  master's  crib; 
but  my  people  doth  not  know,  Israel  doth  not  consider.  Ah, 
sinful  nation !  a'  people  laden  wjth  iniquity,  a  seed  of  evil- 
doers, children  that  are  corrupters.  They  have  tbrs«iken  the 
Lord,  they  have  provoked  the  holy  One  of  Israel  to  anger, 
they  have  gone  away  backward  §,"  Sec.  Faithful  prophets 
warned  them  of  their  sin  and  dcnger  ;  assured  them  of  the  de-^ 
9truction  which  never  fails,  sooner  or  later,  to  overwhelm  the 
nation  that  forsakes  God.  But  they  treated  these  honest  re- 
provers as  fools  and  madmen,  yea,  as  traitors  and  enemies  to 
their  country  ;  while  they  courted  and  honoured  the  idle  and 

,  the  unfaithful  prophets  who  fluttered  them,  and  spake  Peace. 
What  was  the  event r  The  Chaldean  army  approached;  the 
Jews  were  infatuated,  and  forsaken  of  God  ;  ail  was  horror 
and  desolation  ;    and  the  whole  Jewish  people,  who  bad  been 

•  2  CltfQH^  xii,  4,  5, 1^.  f  Pj,  Uxvi.  5.         f  Isa  i.  3,  k€. 
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^"he  praise  and  the  terror  of  other  nations,  were  either  slain,  dis- 
persed, or  consigned  to  the  most  degrading  and  cruel  captivity. 
fc><jch  is  the  sad  catastiophe  of  a  people  who  cast  off  the  -ear  of 
God,  and  trust  in  an  arm  of  flesh.  Let  Britain,  then,  hear  and 
l>e  admonished  ;  —  let  iier  king,  let  her  princes,  let  her  nobles,  • 
Judges,  and  senators;  —  let  her  merchants,  tradefs.  and  me- 
ohanics  ;  —  let  all  the  people  remember  and  turn  to  the  Lord. 
We  are  highly  exalted  in  privileges;  these  have  been  slighted 
n.nd  abused.  We  have  been  wooed  by  mercies,  and  chastened 
l>y judgments;  let  us  then  "  be  zealous  and  repent,'^  lest  we 
fall  after  the  same  example  of  unbelief.  The  ruin  of  other 
nations  is  recorded  for  our  admonition.  —  May  we  profit  by 
such  awful  instances! 

This  infatuated  people  were  at  length  brought  back  from 
Babylon ;  their  temple  rebuilt.  By  the  patriotism  of  Nehemiah^ 
Zerrubabel,  and  others,  they  were  restored  to  peace  and  pros- 
perity :  but  not  having  learned  obedience  by  the  things  which, 
they  suffered,  they  forsook  their  God  again  ;  and  were  again 
invaded,  by  the  Roman  Armies.  At  last,  their  city  was  utterly 
destroyed;  and  those  who  survived  the  unparalleled  carnage, 
were  dispersed  among  all  civilized  nations,  to  proclaim,  by 
their  forlorn  and  miserable  condition,  the  iruth  and  justice 
of  a  holy  God.  Their  fathers  had  sinned,  and  done  foolishlv  ; 
but  they  filled  up  the  measure  of  their  iniquity.  In*  despising  the 
gospel  of  salvation  :  they  crucified  the  Lord  of  Glory,  and  did 
despite  to  the  Spirit  of  Grace. '  Then  did  the  wrath  of  God 
overtake  them  to  the  uttermost.  There  is  no  people  in  whose 
steps  we  are  in  so  much  danger  of  treading  as  the  Jews ;  for 
we  hear  the  same  lively  oracles  of  truth,  the  same  gospel  of 
grace,  the  same  Jesus  preached  to  us ;  and,  I  tremble  to  say, 
there -are  some,  symptoms  of  the  same  unbelief,  of  the  same 
perverseness,  among  us.  Yes ;  even  among  us  is  the  name  of 
Jesus  blasphemed;  his  blood  and  righteousness  are  discarded, 
^nd  despite  done  to  the  Spirit  of  grace.  The  letter  of  religion 
is  substituted  for  its  spirit,  —  and  the  form  of  godliness  for  it^ 
power.  These  are  awful  traits  in  the  character  of  a  people,  oa 
wliom  indulgent  Heaven  reflects  its  clearest  rays;  and  on 
vrhoin„  is  bestowed  the  richest  of  all  favours,  —  Jesus,  the  un-* 
ftpeakable  gift  of  God,  and  the  blessings  of  eternal  life  tbrougb 
him. 

Surel^i^  then,  it  becomes  us  to  prostrate  oursdves  at  the  foot- 
stool ol^  mercy,  and  confess,  with  blushing  anjd  grief,  our  nu- 
merous, our  aggravated  tran^ressions.  Were  God  to  deal 
with  us  according  to  our  sins,  he  might  permit  our  invading 
enemies  to  accomplish  their  cruel  purposes :  he  might  make 
them  his  instruments  of  righteous  vengeance  upon  us ;  —  as 
the  Jews  were  uph^  the  Canaanites,  and  as  the  Babylonians 
and  Romans  were  upon  the  Jews.  But  who  can  tell  ^  The 
JLord  may  beac  tbe  voice  of  our  supplications^  anfd  interposcji 
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as  in  fi)iTner  periods,  to  deliver  our  Jughly-favoured  island  from 
tiesfruction.  VVheii  the  Spanish  Armada  threatened  onr  coasts, 
the  L6nl  appeared  for  Britain,  by  the  total  discomfiture  of  the 
'^  Invincible  Fleet/'  When  Poi>ery  and  arbitrary  power  were 
tjomino^  in  like  a  flood,  the  Lord  sent  a  deliverer,  in  the  person 
of  VViliiam  the  Third.  When,  at  two  subsequent  periods,  th# 
Poprsh  pretenders  to  the  throne,  excited  rebellion,  and  ad- 
vanced in  formidable  array  towards  the  capital,  God  again  in- 
terposed, and  dispersed  their  forces.  God  has  lately  defeated, 
we  trust,  the  scheme  of  the  Irish  rebels,  by  permitting  die  ex- 
plosion to  take  place  before  the  time  intended  ;  and  so  frus- 
trated the  concerted,  plan.  May  we  notd^en  indulge  the  hope, 
that  God  will  listen  to  the  fervent  prayers  of  his  British  Israel; 
nnd  let  the  vaunting  invjjder  know,  that  '*  the  Lord  of  Hosts 
is  with  us;  the  God  of  Jacob  is  our  refuge," 

Btrmondsey,  J.T. 


To  the  Editor. 
Uev.  Sif/ 

I  AM  credibly  informed,  that  the  vestries  attached  to  some 
tneeting-houses  in  this  kingdom,  exhibit  a  scene  of  merdian- 
dize ;  where  seimons,  paunphlots,  and  volumes  are  sold  on  the 
Lord's  Day  as  regularly  as  dicy  are  in  a  bookseller's  shop  on 
anv  other  day. 

'iThese  articles  may  be  unexceptionable,  and  even  important; 
in  this  manner  too,  whole  editions  may  be  rapidly  disposed  ofi 
—  but  it  is  not  only  written,  ^'  Remember  the  Sabbath-day,  to 
keep  it  holy  ;"  but  also,  **  Let  not  your  good  be  evil-spoken  of:'' 
and  again, "  Abstain  from  all  appearance  of  evil."  White 
ministers  acknowledge  the  sanctity  of  the  Christian-Sabbath, 
and  jprofess  to  be  deeply  concerned  for  that  profanation  of  it 
whic4i  the  military  ardour  of  this  awful  period  is  likely  to  in- 
irolve,  it  appears  to  me  there  is  much  inconsistency  m  this 
conduct,  whatever  may  be  alleged  in  favour  of  a  few  extra* 
ordinary  cases, —  such  as  those  purely  of  a  charitable  nature. 
Ministers,  I  trust,  will,  on  a  little  reflection,  perceive  that  the 
pra<?tice,  as  generally  maintained  in  some  vestries,  is  wholly 
HideFensible  {  and  ou^it,  therefore,  to  be  immediately  abaR- 
doned«  lam.  Rev.  Sir, 

yours  respectfully, 

Ohssrvator. 


QUERY* 

Is  any  serious  person  (a  uiinister  in  particular)  justifiable  txi 
Associating  with  those  whose  conduct  M  kB0W3  is,  on  man/ 
liccouuts,  extremely'rfi{xreb«n<»ible.j     ..  J,  B* 

Leathtr-lckne.  .^  ..  .        .  »• 
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ANECDOTES. 

SPARE  TO  SPEND. 

Many  years  ago,  the  writer  of  this  heard  Mr.  "WHiitSeld 
relate,  in  a  sermon  at  the  Tabernacle,  the  following  anecdote> 
which  has  so  good  a  tendency,  that  the  insertion  of  it  in  this 
work  may  contribute  to  the  promotion  both  of  frugahty  and 
generosity, —qualities  which  may  reciprocally  assist  each 
other  :  — 

Two  persons,  Who  were  employed  in  collecting  money  for 
some  public  charity,  knocked  at  the  doorof  a  certain  gentleman, 
intending  to  solicit  his  donation.  While  waiting  there,  they 
overheard  the  master  of  the  house  severely  reproving  his 
servants  for  the  waste  of  a  small  piece  of  candle.  Judging  from 
this  appearance  of  extreme  parsimony  that  he  was  a  covetous 
man,  one  of  them  proposed,  that  they  should  lose  no  more 
time  in  waiting  there,  but  go  on  to  another  house.  The  other 
person,  however,  thought  it  best  to  stay.  At  length  they  were 
mtroduced,  when  the  gentleman,  having  read  their  case,  im- 
mediately presented  them  with  five  guinciis.  The  collectors, 
so  agreeably  disappointed,  could  not  conceal  their  surprize; 
which  being  observed  by  the  donor,  he  desired  to  know  why 
they  expressed  so  much  wonder  at  the  gift.  '^  The  reason. 
Sir,"  said  one  of  them,  '*  is  this :  We  happened  to  hear  you 
severely. blaming  your  servants  for  losing  an  inch  of  candle  ; 
and  expected  nothing  from  a  person  who,  we  feared,  was  so 
parsimonious.  '  Gentlemen,'  replied  he,  *  it  is  true,  I  am 
very  exact  in  the  economy  of  my  affairs  :  I  cannot  endure  the 
waste  of  any  thing,  however  small  its  value ;  aud  I  do  this'> 
that  1  may  save,  out  of  a  moderate  income,  something  to 
give  to  God  and  religion  !* 

The  moral  is  obvious.  Masters  and  Mistresses  of  families, 
suffer  no  extravagance !  Spare  unnecessary  expence !  Spare, 
that  you  may  have  to  spend  for  God  ;•— and  you,  servants,  avoid 
profusion  and  waste  !  Think  not  your  masters  covetous,  be- 
cause careful :  it  becomes  both  them  and  ypu  to  be  careful, 
that  there  may  be  somewhat  '*  to  give  to  him  tlKit  needcth." 

G.B. 

ft^  A  copy  of  this  anecdote,  pasted  on  the  wall  of  a  kitclien,  may  pro» 
^ably  have  a  good  etfect. 

ON    DUELLING. 

Sir  Chomley  Peering,  Member  of  Parliament  for  the 
county  of  Kent,  vias  killed  by  his  intimate  friend  Mr.  Thorn- 
hill,  in  a  duel,  the  9ih  of  May,  I71l.  Tlieie  gentlemen 
^  having  sat  too  loii^  over  a  glass  of  wine,  it  seems,  began  to 
make  personal  refleciiona  on  each  other,  whicti  produced  a 
challenge  i  and  both  of  them  were  grieved  they  had  quarrcUedU 
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some  time  before  they  fought ;  but,  deluded  by  a  false  notion 
of  honour,  believing  tlieir  cour^^e  would  be  cftlled  in  question 
if  tliey  did  not  figlu,  they  armed  themselves  with  swords  and 
.pistols,  we  It,  without  any  malice,  in  the  same  coach,  to  the 
place  wliere  the  matter  was  to  be  decided  ;  and  on  the  first 
disoh'trge  of  the  pistols,  Sir  Chomley  was  mortally  wounded,  and 
died  a  lew  days  after,  lamenting  the  unhappy  occaaon,  and  tbat 
none  of  their  friends  would  be  sbgood  as  to  endeavour  to  make 
up  the  matter  before  they  fought ;  for  it  seems  there  weiesome 
days  between  the  challenge  and  the  eniragement:  nor  waa 
Mr.  Thornhill  kss  nfflicted  than  his  dymg  friend,  for  the 
unfortunate  murder  which  that  i'alse  notion  of  honour  had  iot 
cited  him  to  commit  on  a  gentleman  in  whose  defence  be 
would  readily  have  ventured  his  own  life  at  another  time.  I 
have  related  this  the  more  largely,  that  gentlemen,  reflecting 
on  this  unhappy  adventure,  may,  when  passionate  words  are 
let  fall,  deliberate  a  little  before  they  run  headlong  to  their 
own  destruction.  It  has  been  observed,  that  the  Romans,  the 
.  bravest  men  that  ever  ruled  the  world,  gave  no  encouragement 
to  this  practice  of  duelling.  They  thought  there  was  more 
honour  ii>  passing  by  an  affront,  than  resenting  it;  especially 
in  so  outrfi^^eous  a  manner.  The  highest  point  of  honour 
among  them  was,  the  saving  the  life  of  a  fellow  citizen  ;  and 
among  us,  no  man  is  thought  brave  till  he  has  murdered  a 
friend  :  and  shall  Christians,  whose  very  chfiracteristic  is  a  for- 
giving benevolent  temper,  becoiqe  more  savage  than  heathens^ 
by  encouraging  these  barbarous  encounters  ?  The  Parliaoieot^ 
it  is  true,  was  so  sensible  of  the  inhumanity  of  the  practice,  that 
a  bill  was  brought  in  this  sessions  (17 11)  %o  prevept  the  in- 
famous practice  of  duelling ;  but  it  was  unaccountably  dropped ; 
and  we  have  yet  no  law  that  sufficiently  restrains  gentlemen 
from  cutting  the  throats  of  their  friends  and  relations !  for 
that  absurd  notion  still  prevails.  That  he  is  a  scoundrel  who  r«- 
fuses  to  be  a  murderer  ! 

See  Memoirs  of  the  Ufe  and  Reign  o/Q,  jinnt^ 

In  reading  the  anecdote,  in  your  last  Number,  upon  •'Infi- 
del Wit  repelled,"  I  was  reminded  of  a  certain  minister,  wha 
was  more  busied  in  the  pleasures  of  the  chace  than  in  super- 
intending the  souls  of  his  flock.  This  gentleman,  one  d^, 
meeting wriih  little  sport,  proposed  to  entertain  his  companions 
at  the  expence  of  an  inoffensive  Quaker,  whom  he  had  often 
very  rudely  ridiculed ;  (ind  who  was  then  approaching  them. 
Immediately  he  rode  up  briskly  to  hina,  sayin^r^  *'Qbadiah, 
have  you  seen  the  hare  r"— *  Why,  neighbour,  hast  thou  lost 
iiim  r  said  the  honest  Quaker.  "  Lost  him  !  yes,  indeed.*' 
Then  replied,  he,  '  If  I  were  l;he  hare,  I  would  run  where  1  ain 
-  sure  thou  wouldst  never  find  me/  *'  Where  the  D—  is  that  f** 
^aid  the  blustering  son  of  Nimrod.  '  Why,  neighbour,'  the 
pther  answered,  '  I  would  run  into  thy  study.'  M.  W, 
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WILLIAM  HUGHES. 

t  LEARN,  from  the  church-books, 
that  about  nine  years  have  elapsed 
since  he  was  called  by  ;^ruce.  He 
had  frequently  ^ittcnde  1  the  preach- 
ing of  iIk  gospel ;  biif   the  solemn 

■  providence  or  a  brother's  dtath 
first  seriously  alarmed  his  mind, 
and  made  him  direct  his  vie^vs  to 
eternal  things.  He  wa^  admitted 
member  of  a  Christian  church,  in 
Banbljry,  in  the  yciir  1797  ;  and 
since  that  time  he  has  filled  up  the 
stations  of  a  husband,  a  father,  a 
servant,  and  a  member  of  a  Chris- 
tian Society,  with  comfort  to  him- 
self, satisfaction  to  others,  and  hon- 
our to  the  cause  of  religion.  He 
bad  a  pleasing  £ift  for  prayer  ;  and 
the^lmrch  will  doubtless  feel  his 

.  loss,  at  I  heir  social  meetings  for  this 
purpose.  The  affliction  which  ter- 
minated his  death  was  a  rapid  de- 
cline. This  fatal  disorder,  in  the 
course  of  a  few  months,  reduced  a 
vigorous  frame  of  body  to  a  truly 
deplorable  spectacle  ;  —  but  while 
his  outwatd  man  decayed,  his  in- 
ward  man  was  renewed  day  by  day. 
He  enjoyed  an  astonishing  share  of 
the  divine  presence ;  and  in  him  the 
promise  was  amply  verified,  •*  As 
thy  day  is,  so  shall  thy  strength  be." 
His  conversation,  in  his  last  mo- 
ments, will  display  the  wonderful 
combination  of  Christian  graces 
which  richly  adorned  this  depaned 
saint. 

His  resignation  was  great.  He 
had  not  many  months  oeen  united 
with  an  agreeable  pious  partner  ;  — 
he  was  the  parent  of  an  engaging 
child,  about  six  or  seven  years  old, 
the  fruits  of  a  former  marri<rge ;  — 
lie  was  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him,  yet, 
from  the  first  prospect  of  death,  he 
never  breathed  a,  wish  for  a  longer 
respite  ;  but  left  all  his  affairs  in 
the  hands  of  God.  When  I  first 
went  to  see  him,  1  asked  him  par- 
ticularly, how  hii  mind  was  af- 
fected respecting  his  worldly  cob- 
if^ms  ?     His  reply  was,  "  I  am  ^n^ 


ablod  to  leave  them  all  in  the  hapdi 
of  the  Lord  ;  —  I  have  never  given 
myself  a  moment's  uneakiness  about 
tlkcm." 

IWi  p,itif}tcf  was  equal  to  his  re* 
signatiun.  Not  a  murmur  escaped 
from  his  lips  during  a  long  and  pain- 
ful  confinemeiK.  He  was  enabled 
eminently  to  illustrate  the  resolu- 
tion of  pious  Job,  **  All  the  dnys  of 
my  appointed  time  will  I  wait,  till 
my  change  come."  I  saw  him  ia 
one  of  tiie  severest  attacks  of  his 
pains,  occasioned  by  wounds  niado 
indifferent  parts  of  his  body,  thro* 
long  confinement ;  but  while  writh- 
ing with  agony,  he  was  employed 
in  adnuring  the  go.jdness  of  God, 
oj; praying  for  divine  assistance  ia 
his  exigency  :  — •*  Lord  !"  he  ex- 
claimed, **  look  upon  a  poor  ua- 
worthy  sinner,  and  send  help  from 
above.*'  Had  I  then  been  required 
by  an  infidel,  to  prove  the  excel- 
lency of  Chriotianiiy,  I  could  not 
h=»ve  done  better  than  to  have  take* 
him  to  the  s'ck  chamber  of  this  de- 
parting Christian  ;  while  f  should 
have  been  induced  to  exclaim,  with 
holy  triumph,  **  Here  is  the  pati- 
ence 0/  the  iaints  1 " 

U'isfait/i  was  strong,  a.nd  founded 
on  the  Rock  of  Ages.  It  was  his 
privilege  to  be  assured  of  his  inte- 
rest in  a  covenant  God.  When  I 
once  asked  him  the  state  of  hit 
mind,  he  replied,  **  I  bless  God  I 
can  say  I  know  in  whom  I  have  be- 
lieved,** &c.  It  was  his  felicity  to 
be  enabled  to  stietch  out  the  hand 
of  Faith,  and  appropriate  the  pro- 
mises of  the  gospel  to  his  urgent 
necessities.  A  few  times  the  sun- 
shine of  Comfort  was  intercepted 
by  clouds  »  but  he  was  sensible  that 
his  doubts  were  the  offspring  of  ji 
teiTtpter,  working  upon  a  weak 
frame  j  and  he  carried  them  to  God, 
and  received  satisfactory  and  con- 
soling answers  from  the  throne  of 
gr^ce.  At  one  time  he  said,  <«  I 
am  still  enabled  to  rest  upon  a  faitlu 
fpl  covenant-keepingGod.  Blessed 
be  God  I  he  is  the  same  yesterday^ 
to-day,  and  for  ever.*'    At  another 
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tnwe^  when  doubts  had  intervened,     nearly  past,  are  spared 
he  said,  **  I  have  been  feasting  on      *      *  4-..     i  • 

that  promise,  *'  When  thou  patsest 
fhrough  the    waters,**  &c.  —  and 


waters,**  &c 
strengtlientd  by  a  dependence  on 
ifs  eternal  truth,  ke  added,  •*  Yea, 
though  I  walk  through  the  val- 
ley,** Sec,  ' 

His  hve  to  his  Redeemer  was  ar- 
iervf .  How  did  he  long  to  depart 
te^  be  with  Christ!  How  fre- 
^  ^enily  did  he  repeat,  <*  Com^, 
Lord  Jesus^  come  quickly  !  Do 
conic,  dearest  Lord  P*  Nor  can  I 
forget  his  once  laying  his  hand  upon 
his  heart,  and  appealing  seriously 
tdt'  Heaven,  in  the  language  of  a 
zealous  disciple  of  old,  **  Lord, 
thou  knowest  all  things  ;  —  thou 
Inowest  that  I  love  thee.'* 

IW^/iope  was  truly  animated.  I 
will  mention  one  instance  :  —When 
1  called  one  day,  he  was  agonized 
with  pain,  and  groaning  beneath 
his  tortures.  I  stood  by  the  bed- 
side in  silence.  He  snndenly  raised 
hiJvhead,  and  lifted  up  his  hands  to 
Feaven,  while  his  dying  cyc>  beam- 
ed with  inexpressible  delight,  and 
exclaimed,  with  eg-ual  energy  af  ex- 
pression, **  Look  unto  me,  and  be 
je  saved  ^11  ye  eiuls  of  the  earth  \  *• 

His  humilin  was  an  ornament  to 
♦he  whole  of  these  graces.  As  it 
it  is  ati  estabrished  custom  at  Ban. 
bury,  on  the  de  tth  of  a  member,  to 
improve  the  event  by  a  funeral- 
aermon,  he  selected  RcV.  xiv.  13, 
te  suitable  for  the  occasion  ;  but 
requested  that  the  latter  clause 
sbijuld  be  left  out,  sensible  that  he 
was.  a  poor  unworthy  servant  of 
Christ;  however,  ^fteran  explana- 
tion of  the  nature  of  the  passage,  he 
left  k  to  the  minister's  pleasure. 
Ke  Aeyt  in  Jesus,  May  27,  aged 
thii ty-onc.  His  funeraUscrmoai  was 
preached  by  Mr.  Cobbin^  at  the 
New  Chapel,  Banbury,  on  Uie  Sab- 
bath «v«nmg  after  his  interment,  to 
*  large  and  crowded  auditory. 

iianbuKj.  J.  C. 

MISS  GRAHAM. 
T»3^  icrd*s  dealings  in  provi- 
dence are  often  very  mysteiious,, 
especially  in  bereavements.  Gtten 
ate  tbe  young  snatched  away  by 
death  in  xht  bloom  of  lite  ;  and  the 
l^gre  aged,  whose  usefulness  seems 


ing  instance  of  this  kind,  has  lately 
been  experienced  in  the  family  ot 
Mr.  Graham,  of  Newbury,  whose 
eldest  daughter  died  on  the  aSth  of 
May,  aged  seventeen  last  Christ- 
mas-day. '  The  influenza,  with 
which  she  was  seized  in  March, 
left  her  in  a  very  languid  state,  and 
settled  upon  her  lungs ;  and  pioved 
the  cause  of  her  dissolution,  after 
nearly  eleven  weeks  illness,  borne 
in  an  exemplary  manner  with  Chris- 
tian resignation. 

The  Lord,  in  infinite  mercy,  very 
early  in  life  enabled  her  to  seek  him, 
as  her  only  portion  ;  and  to  prefer 
affliction  with  the  people  of  God, 
to  the  enjoyment  of  the  pleasures 
of  sin.  At  six  years  of  age  she  had 
strong  convictions  of  sin  ;  which  led 
her  to  cry  to  God,  in  secret  prayer, 
for  pardon.  At  that  time  she  had 
learnt,  and  repeated  to  her  parents^ 
"  Dr.Watts'^s  Hymns  for  Children;" 
but  it  was  the  ninth  hymn,  on  **Thc 
all-seeing  God,'*  that  more  particu- 
larly atrJcted  her  mind,  especially 
the  second  and  last  verses  j  toge- 
ther with  readirtg  that  excellent, 
book,  **  Janeway*8  Token  for  ChW. 
dren."  Hereby  she  was  led  to  re- 
flect that  prayer,  and  ever*  secret 
duty,  were  not  acceptable  in  God's 
sight,  unless  from  the  licart.  From 
tliis  time  she  had  a  clear  view  of 
herself  as  a  sinful  creature  ;  and 
undone,  without  an  interest  ia 
Christ.  Family-religion,  and  the 
instructions  of  her  parents,  were 
much  blessed  to  the  establishment 
of  her  mind.  -—At  the  age  of  thir- 
teen, she  had  a  strong  desire  to  join 
the  church  of  Christ,  under  the 
pa^toral  care  of  the  Rev. J. Winter; 
out  was  fearful  of  being  rejected  on 
account  of  her  age.  Sometime 
afterwards,  clearly  seeing  it  to  be 
her  duty,,  she  opened  her  mind  to  a 
friend ;  and  was  cheerfully  ad- 
mitted, to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
every  member^  as  well  as  to  the 
great  comfort  of  her  parents,  at 
the  age  cf  fifteen.  Her  walk  and 
demeanor,  as  a  follower  of  Christ* 
was  truly  consistent,  and  gained 
her  the  esteem  and  affection  of  her . 
Christian  friends;  and  indeed  of 
all  in  the  circle  of  her  acquaint- 
axe  ;  among  whom  she  was  cam 
ne^tl^   desirous  of   being   us^ful^ 
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The  Lord  denied  not  her  request,     ing,  of  the  28th  of  May/ '  After  a 


A  testimony  of  this  has  been  re. 
ceivcd  by  her  parents  since  her  de- 
cease, from  a  school  at  Islingtoiii 

;w<iere  she  for  some  time  resided  ♦ . 
She  also  bore  an  active  part  in  the 
Sunday -schools  at  Newbury;  in 
which  she  took  much  delight. 

At  the  commencement  of  her  ill- 
iiessy  her  m'md  was  verv  uncom- 
fortable for  about  a  fortnight ;  and 
Satan  was  permitted  to  tempt  and 
disturb  her.  After  this,  however, 
her  mind  was  brought  into  a  Sweet, 
calm,  and  serene  frame ;  which 
continued  to  the  last  period  of  her 
existence.  Quite  resigned  to  the 
will  of  God,  her  desire  (as  she  often 
expressed  it)  was  to  lie  passive  in 
hts  hand,  and  know  no  will  but  his; 
«nd  that  her  affliction  miglit  not  be 
.removed  till  sanctified.  Freijuently, 
^hcn  her  parents  inquired  into  the 
state  of  her  mind,  and  said,  they 
were  fearftil  she  would  not  recover, 
—  she  answered,  '*I  am  quite  com- 
fortable ;  1  have  no  fear  as  to  the 
consequences  of  death,  for  I  know 
in  whom  I  have  believed  :*' but 
(her  afiection  for  them  being  so 
strong)  she  could  not  bear  to  con- 
verse about  parting.  When  talk- 
ing one  Klay  witli  a  pious  friend, 
who  expressed  her  doifbts  and  fears 
as  to  her  own  state,  — -  she  said,  **  I 
have  had  a  thousand  doubts  and 
fears;  but,  I  bless  God,  they  arc 
all  removed  I  I  think  it  is  sinful  for 
you  to  encourage  them.**  When 
asked  by  her  mother,  the  morning 
hefoTC  she  died,  *  Do  you  still  love 
Jesus?  U  he  precious  to  you  ?  and 
your  only  hope  t*  She  replied, 
•*  I  should  be  very  sorry  if  my  love 
were  so  soon  turned  away.  What 
should   I   now  do  ?    And   were  it 

•  possible  for  me  to  spend  an  eter- 
nity of  what  the  world  calls  Plea- 
sure, I  would  gladly  resign  it  all  to 
Tje  with  Christ  !'*  —When  her  suf- 
/erings  were  pitied  (for  it  was  dis- 
.ttcssmg  to  hear  her  breathe)  she 
sautl,  **  What  is  my  suffering,  com- 
pared to  that  of  Christ!  all  his 
.tiealing«  to  roe  have  been  mercy." 
She  still  grew  weaker;  iiaving  had 
no  refreshing  sleep,  without  medi- 

.  cal  assistance,  for  nearly  ten  weeks, 
tiJl  about  two  o'clock  in  the  mora* 


very  restless  night,  she  said  to  the 
servant  and  a  friend  wlit)  sat  up 
with  her,  **  I  am  very  sleepy  :  lay 
me  down,  that  I  may  go  to  slee*.** 
She  did  so,  and  never  awoke  again; 
sweetly  falling  asleep  in  Jcstis, 
without  a  groan  or  sigh. 

This  striking  providence  was  suit- 
ably improved  by  her  pastor,  on 
the  morning  of  the  next  Sabbath 
after  her  interment,  from  Prov.viii. 
17  J  and,  in  the  evening,  to  youiif 
nersons,  by  his  asslsiant-miiiiiter 
Mr,  Philp,  from  Pro V.  iti.  17. 

W,  G. 

SUDDEN  DEATH, 
On  July  16,  died,  ia  the  tiihrty 
seventh  year  of  his  age,  the  Rev, 
R .  Densham,  late  itinerant  preacher 
at  Petersfield,  and  the  adjacent  vil- 
lages, under  the  patronage  of  the 
Society  called  7Af  F'illa^f  idncrancy^ 
of  which  the  late  Rev.  J.  Eyre  was 
Superintendant  and  Treasurer.  Mr, 
Densham,  on  the  a  5th,  hadtaken* 
pnc-horse  chaLic,  with  intent  ttt 
meet  Mr.Wilks  and  anotlier  mem- 
ber of  the  Society  at  Haskmere, 
aboirt  twelve  miles  from  l*ete*rs- 
field ;  where  they  had  appointed  t-* 
meet,  to  consult  upon  the  propriety 
of  erecting  a  place  of  worshijj  im 
that  borough.  Qi\  comjng  into 
the  town,  the  horue  took  tright, 
run  with  violence  into  an^ inn-yard, 
where  the  cliaiire  was  overset ;  and 
Mr.  Densham,  falling  with  his  head 
again.t  the  st^nble,  had  l]ii  sciiU 
fnictured.  The  best  medical  help 
was  immediately  procured,  but 
without  elfett;  for,  about  three 
o'clock,  tlie  next  morning  lie  ex- 
pired. —  The  reader  will  judge  of 
the  sudden  pang  that  seized  the 
friend-;  their  pleabwres  were  turn- 
ed in'to  sorrow  in  a  moment  |  and 
pen  cannot  describe  how  greatly  la- 
mented he  died,  having  been  muck 
beloved  and  owned  in  his  ministry* 
On  the  following  Thursday  he  was 
inteiTcd  in  the  chapel  at  Peters- 
field,  under  the  pulpit,  where,  but 
four  days  before,  he  had  been  de- 
livering two  very  impressive  dis- 
courses. Mr.  Wilks  preached  hi« 
funeidUsermon. 
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The  History  of  the  Origin  and 
transactions  of  the  Missionary 
Society,  &c. 

[ConciutieJ  from  our  last  ] 

We  have  already  mentioned  the 
extraordinary  conversion  of  Dr. 
Vandcrkemp.  lA  a  second  Letter, 
the  Doctor  adds, 

•*  You  df-sirc  to  have  an  account  of 
tome  pari'culars  rcspcciing  the  convctsion 
of  my  soul  (o  Christ. 
,  "  Chr!«iianity,  to  me,  one*  appearrd  in- 
coQUStcnt  with  (he  dictates  of  reason  ;  — 
the  ftlble,  a  coltcction  of  incohtreni  opi* 
II ions,  tales,  and  prjmiicrs.  As  to  ihe 
pert<(t>  of  Christ,  1  looked  at  firu  ujion  him 
91  a  man  of  ^tise  and  learning,  but  who, 
hf  his  opposition  to  the  established  eccle- 
siastical and  [political  maxims  of  the  Jews, 
became  the  object  of  their  hate,  and  the 
irictim  of  his  own  system-  I  often  cele- 
brated the  memory  of  his  death  by  par- 
taking of  the  Lord's  Supper ;  but,  sonic 
time  after,  reflecting  that  he  termed 
bhnself  the  Son  of  God,  and  pretended  to 
^  miracles,  he  lost  all  my  former  vene« 
mioD* 

•*  I  then  pniycd  that  God  would  prepare 
me,  by  punishing  my  sins,  for  virtue  and 
bappiness,  ai>d  1  thanked  him  for  every 
misfortune;  but  the  first  observation  I 
made  was,  that  though  I  was  oftentimes 
severely  chastised,  it  did  not  make  ine 
wiser  or  better.  1  thrrcfore  again  prrfyed 
lo  God,  that  he  would  shew  me,  in  every 
instance,  the  crime  for  which  I  was  pu- 
pished,  that  I  might  know  and  avtid  It  ; 
but  finding  this  vain»l  feared  that  I  should 
»ever,  pcrhajS,  be  corrected  in  this  life  by 
punishment.  Still  I  hoped  I  inij;ht  be  de- 
livered Ironi.mural  tvil,  aitcr  death,  in 
8ome  kind  of  pu-.gat:>r)',  by  ^  scveier 
punishment;  yet  rellctting  ihar  punibh- 
Incnt  had  proved  itself  u;tcily  incilvCtJal 
to  produce  even  the  lowest  dt  gree  of  virtue 
in  my  soul,  I  wa3  constrained  to  acknow- 
ledge ^hat  o»y  theory,  th^u.^.h  it  seemed  by 
a  Priori  reasoning  well  gr«>«inded,  was  to- 
tally refuted  by  experience  f  ai^d  I  con- 
cluded, it  was  entirely  out  of  the  reach  of 
tny  reason  to  discover  the  true  road  to  vir- 
tue and  happiness.  I  confessed  this,  my 
impotence  and  blindness  to  God  ;  and 
owned  m;^self,  as  a  blind  man,  who  had 
lost  his  way,  and  waitiid  in  hope  that 
some  benevolent  man  would  pass  by,  and 
kad  mc  into  the  right  way.  —  Thus  I 
waited  npon  Goiif  that  he  would  takx:  me 


by  the  hand,  and  lead  me  id  the  wiycftf* 
Ijft  ng. 

»*  I  could  not  however  entirely  get  rid  of 
the  Idea  o{  being  corrected  by  raeaosof 
punisamcnt  ;  and  I  ttill  looked  <ro  ibt 
doctrines  of  Christ's  deity  and  atonotleat 
99  Useless  and  blasphemous,  though  Icartf- 
fuJly  ^ept  this  my  opinion  secret. 

**  Such  was  the  state  of  my  mind,  when, 
on  the  27ih  of  Junt,  I79W  sailing  ia  a 
boat,  with  my  wife  and  daughter,  fof 
amusement,  suddenly  a  water-spout  over- 
took us,  and  turning  the  boat  in  an  instaut 
upside  down,  we  were  sunk  before  we  ap- 
prehended any  danger.  Both  my  deareit 
relatiolis  were  drowned,  and  I  Wis  carried 
down  by  the  stream  above  a  mile ;  and 
must  soon  have  Infallibly  been  k)?t  alio* 
as  from  the  violence  of  the  Korm,  noper« 
son  could  attrro)>t  to  a{^oach  the  wteck, 
atui  it  was  supposed  we  muU  all  have  pe- 
rished together.  But  now  the  hod 
stretched  loriK  his  hand  to  deliver  me : — 
a  stronger  vessel,  lying  in  the  port  of 
Dort,  was,  by  ih»  storm,  rent  from  its 
ntoorii'gs,  and  blown  out  of  the  pott  to- 
wards me,  till  the  men  cm  board  thoogliK 
they  discovered  a  penon  floating  on  tke 
side  of  the  wreck,  and  rescued  me  firom  the 
jaws  of  death. 

**  I  consideird  this  terrible  event  at  die 
severest  punishment  that  could  be  inflioed 
on  me  ;  and  saw,  the  next  day,  as  clear ai 
the  light,  that  it  had  no  more  power  i* 
correct  me  than  all  the  former  provideoco, 
and  hence  concluded  my  state  to  be  des- 
perate, and  that  God  abandoned  me  as  in- 
curable by  correction. 

"  The  next StJhday  I  went  to  the  durcb 
where  the  L<*rd'5  Supi<er  was  to  be  admt* 
nistered  ;  ayd  llfough  it  seemed  inco«ist» 
ent  Willi  my  principles  to  join  in  the 
praises  of  one  whom  1  still  held  to  beat 
i.ii^>o3tor,  yet,  being  ashamed  to  withdraw 
iiorn  the  tabic,  1  placed  myself  among 
the  ccminunlcants  j  but.  In  order  to  di- 
ve»t  my  ihoi;ghts  from  the"  object  of  the 
solemnity,  I  directed  them  to  God  neailf 
in  ihis  kind  of  meditation  :  — "  My  God, 
1  could  not  acquy^scc  in  thy  dealings  wiib 
mej  n«ir  uubtrit  to  thy  will;  bat  now  I 
can.  I  chu5e  to  be  deprived  of  my  wife 
ami  child,  because  it  ia  thy  will ;— accej* 
them  from  my  hands  :— I  trust  entirely 
on  thee." 

**  Ar  this  moment  these  words  were  ifr 
prcsenied  to  my  imagination,  with  ta 
over-ruling  authority,  "Do  not  trust  tbem 
to  God,  but  to  me.*'  I  started  at  the 
strange  idea  of  not  trotting  to  Godf  nor 
eould  1  ctmccive  th^  ^rador*"   I  fck  my* 
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^If,  however,  pressed  by  the  irresistible 
/.'Tee  of  the  command  to  obey  ;  and  from 
this  (if  1  recollect  wtU)  1  looked  upon  the 
invisible  and  unknown  speaker  as  a  person, 
vhosc  qualities  far  txcccded  every  notion 
'Whit.h  1  had  hitherto  entertained  of  my 
God  ;  and  it  appeared  cl  ar  to  mc,  that  it 
was  the  Lord  Jesus  who  had  thus  a  idressed 
himself  to  »-.  To  whom  I  fcfplicd,  *  Je- 
sus, mv  Loid,  in  ihec  I  trust  T  When  it 
was  asVcdagain,  if  I  now  was  satisfied 
thai  they  were  safe,  and  in  g<x>d  hands; — 
I  expressed  my  full  persuasion  of  n.  To 
this  a  reply  wa^  subjoined,  if  I  really  spoke 
truth,  I  certainly  should  have  committed 
myself,  together  with  them,  to  his  care. 
Sensible  and  ashamed  of  my  neglect,  I  in* 
Jtantly  offered  up  myself,  and  all  that  I 
had  to  him  ;  and  experienced,  that  the  <JTily 
religion  acceptable  to  God  was  unreserved 
ilepeadence  upon  Christ.  Here  for  a  mo- 
nient  the  matter  rested,  when  I  resumed 
in  thought,  •*  Oh,  my  Jesus  !  if  I  trust 
enly  in  thee,  I  must  be  obliged  to  adopt 
the  Christian  doctrine, which  I  have  many 
limes  examined,  and  seemed  to  find  it  a 
jargon  of  absurdities."  To  this  he  answer 
cd,  *  F.xamine  it  once  more,  and  you  will 
judge  otherwise  of  my  doi  trine  ;  and  I  wjll 
be  with  thee,  and  tr-at  h  thee,  that  the  im- 
patarion  of  Adam's  crime  to  his  posterity, 
and  the  way  by  which  I  save  my  peop^c  :s 
the  uun*' ;  but  cat  now  this  bread  and  re- 
member thy  new  IVlastcr.* 

**  I  would  rot  say,  that  the  very  words 
you  read  here,  were  litt  rally  spoken  to  mc  ; 
hot  only  "that  I  can  inn«othtrwav  convey 
to  yoa  a  more  exact  account  of  ilu*  iileas 
which  rapidly  passed  through  mv  mind 
while  sitiing  at  the  Lord's  Table,  and 
which  seemed  ra  her  to'bc  suggested  in  an 
obscure  whisper,  than  in  an  audibL  voice 

**  Immediatclv  after  this,  1  Icil  into  a 
kind  of  stupor,  /rom  about  ten  o'clo  k  till 
ihr«*e  in  the  afternoon  ;  only  on  my  way 
home  from  churehj  I  reflected  for  a  mo- 
ment oi»  this  wqnder/ul  event.  Retumii  g 
to  n\y  senses,  which  seem^-d  for  a  while 
suspended,  and  recalling  by  degrees  what 
had  happened,  I  suspected  the  \»ho'e  to  b« 
mere  imagination  j  but  recoltt-ciing  the 
command,  "Examine  the  Ciinstian  doc- 
trine ©nee  (Bore,  and  I  will  leach  thee,"  I 
cnntluded^  if  (he  matter  were  not  vision- 
ary, the  truth  of  it  would  appear  in  the 
revision  of  the  Christian  system.  I  im- 
mediately sit  down  to  make  the  trial,  not 
knowing  how  to  begin ;  but  I  remembered 
that  I  was  directed  to  the  impataiion  of 
j^dam*s  tranigreision  \  and  I  saw  thence  a 
longf  series  of  new  truths,  proceeding  fnora 
that  principle  io  the  form  of  Corollaries^ 
and  in  a  most  t»y  coarse  traced  out  the 
way,  by-  which  a  tinner  from  being  timilar 
«o  the  f«Uty  Aftd  coodcmued  AAuAf  if 


brought  to  the  image  of  a  righteousi  holy, 
a»>d  glorified  Redeemer ;  and  so  restored 
from  sin  and  m.sery  to  vVrtue  and  happi« 
o^ss,  witliout  punishment,  and  as  a  child, 
indepcn^  nt  of  tcasoning.  By  free  grace 
I  learned  how  the  justice  of  Go^  is  not  only 
uninjured,  but  exalted,  and  placed  in  the 
strongest  lustre,  through  jusnficatioa  by 
faith.  1  rose  before  1  nad  sien  the  end  of 
the  chain,  artd  wrote  down  the  most  strik- 
ing artcles  oi  what  I  had  learn' d,  assured 
that  I  had  never  before  received  any  true 
notion  of  the  doctrine  of  Jesus.  1  hr  next 
morning,  casting  my  eyes  on  the  Bible,  I 
conc'uded,  that  if  ihibook  was  written  by 
divine  auihoriiv,  perfect  harmony  oughc 
to  be  found  b.  twe*-n  its  contents  and  the 
doctrine,  of  whose  truth  and  divinity  I 
was  now  convinced.  I  was  at  fiist  rellict« 
ant  to  put  it  to  the  trial?  but,  considering 
that  it  must  be  done,  1  resolv«d  to  read 
the  apostolic  epistles  attentive' v  ;  and  was 
astonished  to  find  the  striking  harmony  of 
the  three  first  chaptrrs  of  the  epistle  to't^ie 
Romans,  with  my  own  notes  I  soon  ob* 
served,  however,  that  **  the  riches.of  ih» 
divine  treasure,  far  exceeded  the  partial 
knowledge  of  Christ,  which  was  comma- 
nitHied  to  me.*'  I  was,  for  instancr,  sur- 
prized that  the  doctrine  ol  the  Holy 
Ghost,  of  which  St  Paul  so  explicitly 
ireais,  was  wlmlly  wanting  in  my  tlc- 
mcnrs.  1  rc\erctl  now  the  Scriptures  of 
the  everlasting  God  ;  and  valued,  as  a  gift 
of  the  highest  importance,  this  source  of 
all. saving  knowledge. 

"  At'ier  ihis  I  niajf  another  trial,  by 
Cvrnp  r.HT  my  go  p,  I  with  the  d  >i.lrine  of 
those  who  had  been  ravght  in  »hc  school 
or  Chri«t ;  and  I  was  not  a  liitL*  com* 
forred  by  our  mutual  faith.  Thry  all  bare 
wi'ness  to  the  san.c  truth,  though  they 
oitfn  mixed  it  wuh  jrHudues. 

*•  These  weie  the  first  steps  by  whjch 
it  pleased  God  to  turn  mc  horn  darkness 
to  light :  in  which  I  am  compelled  t-.  ad- 
mit, that  in  many,  nay,  in  all  instances, 
my  knowledge  was  very  imperfect.  lakeu 
up  wiih  the  love  of  Christ,  I  hid  little  or 
no  experience  of  the  struggling?  of  anbe« 
lief,  of  r.r  p<»wer  of  sin,  of  the  assaults  of 
Satan,  the  depth  and  extent  of  rr»i'^  ry  in 
wrich  1  was,  of  rhe  guilt  Irono  which  I 
was  del  vcred,  of  *my  natural  enmity 
against  God,  and  even  of  my  own  ig- 
norance. 

"  But  I  pass  to  your  question,  relatiitg 
to  my  views  of  the  gospel.  This  is  of 
iuch  vast  extent,  that  the  present  letter 
woald  be  insuf^cientro  contain  the  answer* 
If  the  following  general  observations 
shoold  not,  as  I  supp'^se,  answer  the  object 
of  the  Directors,  I  hope  you  will  consi<}et 
them  a^s  first  openings  of  a  correspondence^ 
in  which  you  will  please  to  point  out  4h« 

3P 
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•articular  heads  df  the  doctrines  which 
(hey  wish  me  more  fully  to  explain. 

**  Yoa  will  have  observed,  that  when 
the  Lord  Jesus  firet   rerealcd  himself  to 
Ine,  he  did  not  reason    with   me  about 
truth  or  error«  hat  attacked  me  like  a  war« 
^ioTy  and  felled  me  to  the  groand  by  the 
Jbrce  of  his  arm.     He  even  displayed  no 
more  of  the  majesty  of  a  benevolent  king, 
than  was  necessary  to  compel  me  willingly 
to  obey  him.     But  as  soon  as  I  had  sub« 
taaitted  myself  captive  to  my  Conqueror, 
lie  assumed  the  character  ot  a  Prophet  ] 
ind  I  then  observed,  thai  the  chief  object 
hf  his  doctrine  'was,   lo  demon  state  the 
justice  of  God,  both   in  condemning   and 
laving  the  children  Af  mtfn.     I  was  pleased 
#o  find  it  had  been  reprtscntcdto  Sf.Paul  in 
the  same  liglit,   when   he  admired  and 
Idored;    because  therein  the  justice    or 
righteousness  of  God  is  revealed  from  the 
Ivord  of  faith  so  evidently,  that  it  excites 
faith  and  conviction  in  the  hearer;  but  at 
the  tame  timu  I  learned,  from  my  own 
case,  that  faith  in  Christ  may  l*f  produced 
trjihottt  an  exp)icit  view  of  the  Christian 
systenx,  only  by  reprcienting  Christ  as  the 
proper  object    of  faith.      Hence    gospel - 
preaching  proves  in  the  hand  of  the  Spirit, 
the  instrument  of  exciting  faiih  as  easily 
in  the   rude\st  barbarian,   as  in  the  most 
learned  Oreck.     As  this  master^piecc   of 
divine  wisdom  takes  in  a  complete  view  of 
God's  dealings  with  mankind,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  creation  to  the  end  of  the 
vorld,   it  would  swell  this  letter    to  an 
Enormous  size  to  consider  It  fully  ;  there- 
fore I  am  forced  to  leave  the  subject  un- 
finished. 

"  It  is  as  impossible  that  the  natural 
tnan  (i  Cor.ii  14.)  should  obey  the  gospel, 
as  that  a  blind  man  should  look  on  a 
watch  and  say  what  time  of  day  it  is.  The 
equity' of  giving  him  the  law  Of  faith  is 
founded  on  his  natural  pride,  wh^ch  en- 
gages him  to  assert  he  is  willing  to  obey 
the  will  of  God,— >  just  as  to  a  blind  man 
who  asserted  he  could  see,  we  should  pre- 
sent the  watch,  and  bid  him  look  on  it,  to 
convince  him  of  his  blindness.  Good 
works  cannot  be  separated  from  faith ;  be- 
ing nothing  but  pbienomsna  crfJtntii  ^ua- 
taiixf  as  cold  shivering  is  the  plirnomenon 
of  an  access  of  the  ague.  Hence  the  exer- 
cise of  faith  alone,  and  not  the  attempt 
of  imitating  :he  law  of  works^  proves  the 
means  of  sanctifitfation. 

*«  And  now,  Sir,  I  hope  I  hare  fully 
Answered  the  qoestiohs  you  proposed;  and 
X  pray  tiiat  X  may  be  enablrd  to  wait  stiU 
tipon  the  Lord,  constantly  watching,  that 
wiien  ht  cometh  andl^oocketh  I  may  open 
lo  him  immediately,  and  be  ready  to  do 
trhatever  he  commands. 

**  I  thahk  j6m  for  your  kind  wishes,  and 
Ibqpe  j9«  will  pray  &t  mff  4mC  tbqr  ma j 


be  granted,  as  I  pray  for  the  Dtrcctcm 
of  your  Society  and  you,  Sir,  that  yov 
may  be  led  in  that  path  by  which  the 
glory  o(  the  kingdom  of  our  Uivd  and  Sa- 
viour Jesus  ChriiH  may  be  enlarged  and 
spread  over  the  whole  earth."  L  T.  V. 
After  this  long  extract,  wc  can 
only  add,  which  wc  do  with  plea- 
sure, that  the  Mr.  Cooper,  sup- 
posed,  in  the  second  part  of  this 
woijk  (p.  ^17,  311)  to  be  drowned, 
has  long  since  arrired  in  this  couiv 
try ;  and  is,  we  believe,  still  living. 

Sketches  of  a  Journey  to  London 
in  the  Year  1803;  interspersed 
tvith  Spirituai  Rejlectitms.  BjR. 
Hawker,  D.D.  8w,  %s.;  itmoris. 
An  ill-natiired  critic  may  proba- 
bly be  disposed  to  charge  the  au- 
thor with  egotism,  in  publishing  his 
own  excursion  and  labours ;  and  the 
infidel  may  make  him  self  merry  with 
the  spiritual  remarks  which  abotiod 
in  this  work  ;  —  but  those  who  arc 
acquainted  with  the  character  of 
the  writer,  will  gi^c  him  credit  for 
pure  and  pious  motives  in  this  novcf 
publication :  and  we  may  venture 
to  aflfirm,  that  the  traveller  who 
can,  like  hhu,  see  God  in  the  works' 
of  nature  and  art,  and  rise,  from  the 
pbservation  of  ordinary  objects,  ia 
devout  aspirations  to  his  Saviour, 
will  enjoy  abundantly  more  delight 
in  his  journey,  than  he  who  has 
only  amusement  in  view. 

This  little  volume  has  also  an- 
other object,  —  the  description  and 
recommendation  of  many  charitable 
institutions,  for  which  the  author 
successfully  pleaded.  In  this  re* 
spect,  the  work  may  not  only  en. 
tertain,  but  promote  among  gene- 
rous readers,  the  support  of  those 
excellent  institutions.  — some  of 
which  are  scarcely  known  to  the 
public  at  large.  It  is  exceedinglf 
pleasant  to  a  benevolent  mind,  to 
observe  in  what  ^  variety  of  chan- 
nels the  Chri<?tian  charity  of  this 
country,  and  of  the  metropolis  par- 
ticularly, is  daily  flowing ;  aiul  if 
any  one  of  these  is  benehted,  the 
author  will  not  have  published^ 
nor  -the  reader  have  perused  this 
pamphlet  in  vain. 

In  a 'list  of  erratar  (not  printed  m 
8omc  of  the  first  cppies;  besides 
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iome  literal  mistakes  of  the  press, 
th««uthor  acknowledges  two  errors 
of  some  importance: — In  page  40^ 
41,  The  Fricndhy  School,  in  Fox- 
court,  HoU)orn,  is  unaccountably 
contounded  with  The  Horsly. 
down-School;  it  was  the  latter  for 
which  the  Doctor  preached.  He 
acknowledges  also  having  been  mis- 
informed as  to  the  Friendly  Female- 
Society;  the  sermon  he  preached, 
was  the  third,  instead  ot  the  firft, 
for  that  Institution. 

Sermons  on  the  Divinity  of  Christ,  By 
R.  Hawker,  D.D.  &c.  third  Edi^ 

•  UoMn  cwreded  by  the  Author ^  81^0, 
hoards^    6j,  dd,  —  luno^   boards^ 

In  the  second  volume  of  our  Ma. 
gazine  (p.  41.)  we  gave  a  decided 
Opinion  in  favour  of  these  valuable 
discourses,  which  have  long  been 
out  of  print ;  but  are  here  reprinted 
as  the  first  volume  of  his  works, 
both  in  Svo  and  izmo,  to  suit  the 
different  purses  of  purchasers. 

An  Essay  on  thjB  Internal  Evidences 

of  C hrist ianity ,     Published  in  pur» 

nuance  of  the  WiU  of  the  late  Rev. 

John  Huh e^  ofEitcorthy  in  Ctie shire  *^ 

AS  harving gained,  in  1S02,  the  An. 

nnal  Prize,  instituted  by  him  in  the 

University  of  Cambridge,     By  John 

Scott,  B.A.  of  Magdalen  College; 

Master  of  the  Grammar  School^  and 

Lecturer  in  the  High  Church  ofKing^ 

Uon  upon  Hull.     %V0y%^  pages, 

Wb  are  happy  to  see  a  son  of  the 

k.cv.  Mr.  Scott,  late  of  the  Lock 

Chapel,  and  now  Rector  of  Aston- 

Sandford,    following  the   steps   of 

his  worthy  father,   and  appearing 

among  the  champions  for  our  most 

holy  faith. 

The  author  makes  three  prclimi- " 
nary  ol^scrvations. — r.  That  he  un- 
derstands by  Christianity,  that  re- 
ligion which  is  taught  in  thfe  New 
Testament,  and  which  iie  considers 
9$  taught  also  in  the  Articles  of 
the  Church  of  England;  —  2.  He 
assumes,  that  the  same  religion 
for  substance  is  taught  by  both 
Testaments,  the  Old  and  New; 
Smd,  —  3.  He  observes  that  it  is 
the  internal  evidence  of  the  truth 
of  religion,  not  of  the  authenticity, 
g&aihenesS|  or'  divine  inspirauon 


of  the  original  Christian  writings, 
of  which  he  treats.  He  then  pro- 
ceeds to  treat  of,  1.  The  Christian 
Deity;— 2.  The  Christian  Wor- 
ship;— 3.  The  Piety  of  the  Chris, 
tian  System ;  —  4.  Benevolence  of 
Christianity;  — 5.  The  Doctrine 
of  Human  Depravity;  —  6.  The 
Christian  Scheme  of  Meditation ;--« 
7.  The  Christian  Doctrine  of  Justi- 
fication; —  8.  The  Doctrine  of 
Grace,  or  Divine  Assistance;  —  9* 
The  Doctrine  of  the  Future  State} 
—  10.  The  Character  whijch  Chris* 
tianity  tends  to  form ;  —  n ,  Addi. 
tional  Considerations'!  — *  Conclu* 
sion. 

This  arrangement  is  simple,  the 
style  easy,  and  the  whole  calculated 
to  promote  the  best  religion  in  the 
world; — the  religion  of  God  our 
Saviour.  We  only  add,  that  from 
the  conciseness  of  the  work,  it  is 
more  likely  to  be  read  than  similar 
productions  of  a  more  voluminous 
size. 

The  Pilgrim's  Progress,  ^  John 
Bunyan,  A  new  Edition  wtth  Notes 
to  the  First  Part,  by  ihe  Rev.  J, 
Newton,  and  others ;  and  to  the 
Second,  by  Dr.  HAY/kcT.  iimo,  $s, 
bound, — Ditto,  Fine  Paper,  with  the 
Life  and  Plates,  4*.  sheep,^/^.  td* 
•  calf. 

Nothing  need  be  said  of  Sim- 
ian's Pilgrim :  the  Notes  by  Mr. 
Newton,  Mr.  King,  of  Hull,  &c. 
were  printed  some  years  ago  by  the 
late  excellent  Mr.  Thornton;  l?ut 
these  extending  no  farther  than  the 
first  part,  by  the  particular  request 
of  the  publisher,  Dr.  Hawker  has, 
subjoined  some  brief  notes  to  th^ 
second.  After  mentioning  thefe 
names,  it  need  hardly  be  added  that 
they  are  judicious,  savoury,  and 
evangelical.  To  the  Life  of  the 
Author,  in  the  best  edition,  is  sub- 
joined some  remarks  on  his  writ- 
ings, with  a  key  to  the  allegory. 

A  Golden  Treasury  yi^r  the  Children 
of  God,  ^c.  By  C/  H.  Bogatsky, 
izmo,  IS,  td.    Ftne  Paper,  in  calf^ 

This  work  is  well  known,  and ,  in 
much  esteem.  1}  contains  texts  of 
'Scripture,  with  remarks^  inS  some 
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Tcrscs  subjoined  for  every  day  in 
the  year :  but  some  editions  having 
been  printed,  under  pretence  of 
more  general  usefulness,  in  which 
many  of  the  most  evangelical  pas- 
sages were  omitted ;  an  the  for- 
mer editions,  all  being  in  the  square 
form,  neither  convenient  for  the 
book.case  nor  the  pocket,  —  we 
doubt  not  but  the  |)resent,  which 
may  be  depended  upon  as  a  genuine 
and  complete  edition,  in  the  usual 
iimo  size,  will  be  hijihly  accepta- 
ble to  the  religious  public. 

The  Analytical  Compendium,  or 
Qut  lines  of  Sermons  ^  ex  trailed  Jrom 
'vwious  Authors,  By  T.  Hannam. 
FqL  II,  i^moypp,  356. 

The  first  volume  of  this  work 
ivas  reviewed  in  our  Magazine  for 
August  iSoo,  when  we  took  occa- 
sion  to  recommend  it  more  particu- 
larly to  young  ministers,  and  those 
whobe  situations  afford  not  the  op. 
poriunity  of  reading  more  volumi- 
nous works.  The  second  volume, 
now  before  us,  is  conducted  upon 
the  same  plan,  and  comprizes  the 
substance  of-  about  sixty-three  ser- 
mons, selected  from  the  works  of 
Bp.  Home,  Dr.  Gill,  Dr.  Evans, 
Messrs.  Walker,  Towiisend,  and 
others.  The  subjects,  tht  ugh  va- 
rious, will  be  found  important  and 
edifying;  and  the  discussions  judi- 
cious  ^nd  evangelical. 


Keeping  the  Heart,  and  Searching 
the  Heart.  Two  Treatises,  lite  Firsts 
a  Saint  indeed^  or  the  Great  Work  of 
4  Christian  \ — the  Second,  the  Touclt^ 
stone  of  Sincerity,   or  the  Signs  cf 
Grace  and  ^ptoms  of  hypocrisy. 
By  the  late  Rev.  John  F)avel.     A 
2few  Edition,  is,   6d.  />  hards  { 
snd^s,  6^.  bound. 
There    are  few  writings  of   a 
more  useful  tendency  than  those  xjf 
Mr.     Flavfl.     Hif    sprightly   re- 
marks, his  warm  addresses  to  the 
heart,  his  judicious  quotations  from 
ancient  writers,  and    his  jus\  aivd 
practical    inferences,     render     his 
works  truly  valuable  and  instruc- 
tive.   To  those  who  have  a  spin- 
tual  taste^   wlio  desire  to  be  ac- 
f  uaint^d  with  their  own  hearts,  who 


are  anxious  to  know  their  real  state,! 
and  are  looking  for  evidences  of 
grace,  these  two  Treatises  will  be 
exceedingly  acceptable.  This  edi- 
tion is  neat,  with  a  portrait  of 
Mr.  Flavel  ;  and  forms  an  interest 
ing  pocket  volume. 

Short  Meditations  on   Select  Por- 
tions of  Scripture ;  designed  to  assist 
the  Serious  Christian  in  the  Inprcfve^ 
mint  of  the  Lord's  Day,  and  other 
Seasons  of  Devotion    and    Leisure. 
By  Daniel  Turner,    A.  M.   Third 
Edition,  iimo,  35.  6d. 
The  public  opinion  of  these  Es- 
says is  sufficiently  apparent  in  their 
sale,  weire  we  to  add  our  suffrage 
(which  seems  unnecessary)  it  would 
be  in  terms  highly  commendatory^ 
and  respectful  to  the  Author's  mc- 
mory. 

An  Alarm  in  Zion;  being  Extrctcft 
from  an  Address  to  Christians  of  all 
Denominations,     occasioned    h  ihr 
Alarm  of  Invasion  in  1*7  $6-     By  the 
late  Rev.  G.  Whitefield.  Adapted, 
to   the  Present  awful  Crisis,  witk 
Notes  and  Observations ,   iimo,  id, 
or  iSs.  per  100,  to  give  awiy. 
The  zealous  loyalty  and  liberal 
principles  of  Mr.   Whitefield    arc 
well  known  ;  and  we  consider  this 
re-publication  as  well-timed,   and 
the  tract  well  adapted  to  the  pur- 
po3^  of  animating  Christians  to  the 
defence  of  their  C9untry,  as  well 
by  their  prayers  as  by  their  arms. 
The  notes  arc  interesting  and  copi- 
ous, embracing  chiefly  the  follow, 
ing    topics :  —  the   Importance  of 
Prayer  j— -the  Lawfulness  of  Defen- 
sive War; —  the  Horrors  of  Inva- 
sion, &c.     From  the  last  we  give 
the     following    striking     extract, 
tsiken  from  Denon's  Travels,  pub- 
lished under  authority  of  the  First 
Consul. 

**  The  situatioo  of  the  inhabitants,  for 
whose  faappiaess  and  prosperity  we  weir, 
no  doubt,  come  to  Egypt,  was  no  better* 
If,  through  terror,  (hey  htA  been  obliged 
to  quit  their  boufes  on,  our  ajfpcoacb ;  oa 
their  return,  aiter  wc  were  withdrawn, 
they  could  find  nothing  but  the  rnud  o£ 
which  the  walls  were  formed.  Uicniih, 
ploughs,  doors,  roofs,  every  thing,  in  short, 
of  a  combustible  iuti|rC|  had  been  buroe4 
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W  cooking ;  and  the  earthen  pots  broken, 
the  corn  consumed,  and  ibc  fowls  and 
^gcons  roasteU  and  devoured.  Nothing 
vras  to  be  found  except  the  bodies  ot  tbeir 
dogs,  killed  in  endeavouring  c6  defend  the 
proccriy  of  their  ^TU^tc^.. 

"If  %kc  made  any  stay  in  a  village, 
thfc  ttnft»rtunaic  inhabiunts,  who  ricd  on 
ouf  approach,  were  summoned  to  return, 
under  penally  of  being  treated  as  rcbcl-s, 
who  had  joined  the  enemy,  and  of  being 
made  to  pay  double -contributions^  When 
they  had  «ubinitted  to  these  threats,  and 
catne  to  pay  the  w/n',  it  sometimes  hip* 
pcned  that  they  were  so  nunn  ious,  as  Co 
i>e  mistaken  for  a  body  of  men  in  arms, 
arid  iheir  clubs  considered  as  muskets  ;  in 
which  case,  they  were  sure  of  being  as* 
sailed  by  several  discharges  from  the  ride* 
men  and  patroles,  before ^an  explanation 
cooid  cake  place.  Those  who  were  killed 
■were  interred  ;  and  the  fuivivors  remamcd 
fiiends  with  as,  until  a  proper  opportunity 
prefenud  itselt  fo*  retaliation. 

**  It  is  true,  that  provided  they  did  not 
^oit  their  dwelhngs,  but  paid  ihc  w/r;, 
aod  :>upplicfd  the  wants  of  ihc  array,  thry 
not  only  sparrd  ihemsclves  the  truublc  of 
*  journey,  and  avoided  the  unpleasant 
abode  of  the  desert,  but  saw  their  provi- 
sion eaten  with  regularity,  and  might 
cofnc  in  for  a  portion  of  them,  preserving 
a  part  oi  their  doors,  selling  their  eggs  to 
th«  soldiers,  and  havmg  few  of  their  wives 
aofi  daughters  ravished/' 

Vol.  IL  p.  44—46. 

*How  much  more  honourable  is 
tl»€  service  of  Imraanuel  than  that 
of  Abaddon  I  Js  not  the  holy  war 
in  which  our  Missionaries  are  en- 
gaged a  fiar  more  pleasant  and  noble 
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service  ?  Are  not  Carey  and  Ysxiw 
dcrkemp  mors  respectable  heroe* 
than  Dcsaix  or  Bonaparte  ? 

We  should  be  glad  to  give  far- 
ther  Extracts  from  this  Tract ;  but 
it  Is  of  so  easy  purchase,  and  s© 
very  interesting,  that  we  doubt  not 
but  it  will  have  a  very -extensive 
circulation. 


LITERARY  NOTICES^ 
Proposals  have  been  is-^ued  -at 
PhiUdelphia,  for  publishing  a  com- 
plete edition  of  ihe  Sermons  and 
other  Works  of  the  late  Dr.  W. 
Smith,  of  that  city,  in  four  hand- 
some  volume:*,  larc;e  octavo  i  and 
the  Subscriptions  have  been  hon- 
oured with  the  recommendation  of 
Congress,  and  of  the  most  respect- 
able clergy  of  all  denominations. 

Proposals  have  been  likewise  is- 
sued, for  printing  Lectures  on  Na- 
tural Philosophy,  by  the  Rev.  ]. 
Ewing,  D.  D.  late  Provost  ot  the 
University  of  PhiUdelphia,  in  one 
octavo  volume;  which  are  strongly 
recommended  by  all  the  Professor* 
of  that  UniveriMty,  particularly  as  - 
mingling  judicious  evangelical  re- 
flection with  the  latest  discovenes 
in  science.  ^ 

Dr.  Witherspoon'?  Works  have 
been  published  in  three  volumes; 
and  some  cbpies  sent  -over,  which 
were  unhappily  lost  by  the  founder^ 
ing  of  a  vessel. 


SELECT  lA^T  OF  NEW  PUBLICATIONS. 

The  Doty  of  England  exemplified  in 


History  of  the  Church  of  Christ.  Vol 
IV,  Part  I.  Edited  from  the  MS.  of 
the  late  Rey.  Jos.  Milncr,  by  the  Rev. 
If.'Milner,  D.  D.  8vo,  5s.  6d.  boards. 

A  Sermon,  preached  at  St.  Ann's, 
Blacki'riars,  May  31,  1803,  before  the 
Society  for  Missions  to  Africa  and  jhe 
East,  &c.  By  the  Rev.  R.  Cecil,  M.  A. 
Minister  of  St.  John's  Chapel,  Bedford 
Row.  Also  the  Report  of  the  Committee. 
8vo,  2S. 

Memirfrs  of  the  Pcrsccationsof  Protest- 
ants in  France,  before  and  under  the  Revo- 
catjoa  of  Namz :  to  which  is  added,  An 
Effay  on  Providence.  Written  by  Mr. 
Lewis  de  Marolles,  and  Translated  by  Mr. 
J.  Martin.     8vo,  3s.  6d.  sewed. 

Volume  L  and  II.  of  the  smaller  Works 
<Df  the  late  Rev.  J,  Brown,  of  l^addiji^ton, 
Idtti  d^  Life  of  the  A^ch^fV 


the  Conduct  of  Hezckiah.  A  Secmon 
preached  at  Stock  well,  July  3I1  1803.  % 
T.  Jackson, 

Expenmcntal  Religion  Delineated  :  m  a 
Selection  tio-n  the  Diary  of  the  late  Mi4« 
H.  Neaie.  With  a  Recommendatory  Pre- 
face, by  Dr.  Ryland;  and  aBrief  Memoff 
by  Mr.  Greatheed.   iimo,  3s.  6d. 

To  your  Tents,  O  Briions  1    a  Sermon. 
By  C.  Ji  rram,  M.A.  3d. or  2S.6d.  per  ido.    - 
National  Hymns.     Adapted  to  the  p»^ 
aont  alarming    Occasion;    frpm    various 
Authors.     2d.  or  las.  per  ICO. 

Rest  for  the  Weary  ;  or  an  Anchor  fur 
the  Soul  in  a  Severe  Tcmpeft.  Third 
Edition,  withNotfS,  See.  By  T.  Eno'i.^i, 
of  Wooburn,  Bucks.     8vo,  is. 

Fricodiy  Admonition  to  the  Yojnf;* 
By  W.  Coogcr,    %d,  or  75.  per  ic.o. 
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MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 
Wk  learn  from  HoThmd,  where  Mr.  Kicherer,  from  (Soiitll  Africa,  is  m^ 
rived,  together  with  three  conrerted  Hottentots,  that  considerable  mc- 
cess  has  attended  his  labours  at  Zak  River,  where  no  less  than  thirty 
adttit  persons  have  been  baptized,  after  giving  a  satisfactory  confesskm 
of  .their  faith^  together  with  about  fifty  of  their  chiWren.  The 
particulars,  which  are  remarkably  interesting  and  pleasing,  will  \t  fadd 
before  the  public  hereafter* 


The  Trustees  of  the  Missionary 
iSociity  of  Connecticut,  to 
the  JJirectors  of  t/ie  London 
Missionary  S^iety. 

Hertford,  Connecticut^  April  20,  1803, 

Christian  Brethren, 
Your  very  friendly  I-etter  of 
Nov:  10,  1802,  inclosing  your  An- 
fuiat  Address,  and  the  Report  of 
your  Committee  concerning  France, 
leaehed  us  ttbout  the  middle  of  last 
mcmth.  k  was  accidentally  de- 
tained some  rime  in  Boston  :  a  cir- 
ctunfitance  which  we  regret,  as  we 
were  prevented  longer  tJian  we 
•th«rwise  showld  have  been,  from 
receiving  intelligence  which  greatly 
rejoiced  our  hearts. 

We  join  with  you,  dear  brethren^ 
up  ascribing  praise  to  God,  with, 
•whom  is  the  residue  of  the  Spirit, 
that  he  has  stirred  up  the  hearts  of 
sach  numbers  in  the  land  of  our 
fathers^  to  interest  themselves  sa 
warmly  in  \he  advancement  of  the 
kjingdom  of  our  divine  Redeemer. 
May  the  Lord  increase  the  zeal  o£ 
the  members  of  your  Society  I  and 
as  he  is  so  eminently  opening  a  door 
for  you  to  exert  yourselves^  may 
]^e  eive  you  one  heart  and  one  mind ' 
to  follow  the  leadings  of  his  provi- 
dence ^  and  may  you  have  the 
ahutndant  satisfaction  of  seeing  the 
atan^rd  of  tlie  Cross  erected  in 
H4^thcn  lftnds>  through  your  in- 
atrtkmentaUtyi  and  of  beholding  the 
prijjciples  or  pure  Christianity  pre* 
icail  La  nations  whei'e  Antichrist  has 
so.  long  been  permitted  to  deceive 
the  people  with  l>is  pesnicious 
errors  \ 

Weare  greatly  animated  with  the 
fiQspcct  opened  to  viewj^  if^ copse* 


q^ence  ef  yotir  late  deputation  t» 
.  FJrance.  We  behold  the  hand  of  a 
wonder.wurking  God  ;  and,  with  a 
pleasing  anxiety,  wait  for  informa. 
tion  respecting  the  result  of  that 
Mission.  The  friendly  reception 
y6ur  Committee  m^  with,  and  the 
encouragement  afforded  them  by 
influential  men,  we  consider  as 
omens  of  good ;  and  while  with  yow 
we  sincerely  deplore  the  situation  of 
that  flourishing  and  populous  na- 
tion, with  regard  to  religion,  we 
are  led  to  hope  that,  ere  long,evaiw 
gelical  truth  will  there  be  more 
generally  known,  and  more  univer- 
sally embraced ,  than  at  present.  — > 
May  the  measures  adopted  by  you> 
be  blessed  of  God  towards  the  ac« 
complishment  of  so  desirable  an 
object  \ 

The  dispensations  of  dirinc  Pre. 
vidence,  of  late  years,  with  re- 
gard to  the  nations  of  Europe^have 
been  truly  wonderful ;  and  we  can* 
not  but  hope,  they  are  designed  t© 
be  introductory  to  ghuious  scenes^ 
as  respects  the  church  of  the  living 
God,  ft  comforts  our  hearts  to- 
re fleet,  that  all  the  convulsions 
which  agitate  nations,  and  the  great 
changes  which  take  place  in  go- 
vernments, will  be  over  -  ruled  ta 
subserve  the  purposes  of  infinite 
wisdom  and  goodness. 

The  intelligence  contained  in 
your  Annual  Address^  respecting 
Otaheite  and  Africa,,  is  very  en- 
couraging; and  leads  us  with  you^ 
to  give  praise  to  that  God  who  hath 
graciously  promised  that  the  Hea* 
rtien  shall  be  given^  to  his  Son  for 
an  inheritance,  and  the  uttermost 
parts  of  the  earth  for  a  possession* 
The  dear  brethren  who  have  ha** 
am:dqdtbc;MrliYea  to \(isit  those  se*^ 
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tnotc  regions,  are  not  forgotten  by 
us.  We  bear  them  on  otrr  licarts 
to  the  throne  of  grace ;  and  antici- 
pate,  with  pleasing  expectation, 
the  time  when  God,  of  his  <ibund. 
ant  mercy,  sliall  cause  tl»e  light  of 
the  gospel  to  beam  on  the  dark 
comers  of  the  earth  ;  and  when  the 
isies,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
shall  sing  a  new  song,  even  praise 
unto  our  God .  —  How  must  it 
quiclcen  and  animate  your  exertions 
to  reflect,  that  yon  may  be  co- 
workers with  God,  in  communicat- 
ing  the  light  of  salvation  to  nations 
that  are  now  perishing  for  lack  of 
vision  1  Goon,  dear  brethren,  to 
enlarge  the  sphere  of  your  Mission- 
ary efforts,  encouraged  with  the 
assurance,  that  the  'friends  of  the 
Redeemer,  in  all  parts  of  the  world, 
¥^o  bear  of  your  proceedings,  are 
wrestling  with  God  in  prayer  for 
your  success. 

We  refer  you  to  t^ie'Connecticut 
Evangelical  Magazine,  whitli  will 
be  transmitted  to  you  with  this  let- 
ter, for  particulars  respecting  the 
«tate  of  religion  in  this  country,  and 
the  proceedings  of  otir  Missionary 
Society.  We  trust  it  will  refresh 
your  hearts,  and  call  forth  praise 
to  God,  to  learn  that  so  many 
places  in  the  United  States  have 
been  latdy  blessed  with  visitations 
of  his  grace.  Though  infidelity 
and  error  are  permitted  to  prevail 
in  some  places  to  an  alarming  de- 
|rree,  God  is  manifestly  setting  up 
nis  standard,  and  showing  that  his' 
arm  is  not  shortened  —  that  his  car 
is  not  heavy.  Perhaps  in  no  ante- 
cedent  period  has  a  greater  number 
of  places  been,  at  any  one  time, 
blessed  with  sprinklings  of  divide 
grace,  tho'  more  abundant  showers 
may  have  been  shed  on  particular 
places. 

In  Kentucky,  and  the  back  parts 
<rf  some  of  our  southern  states, 
God  has,  for  some  time  past,  been 
carrying  on  a  very  -singular  work  of 
grace.  This  work,  a?  you  have 
probably  been  informed,  is  remark- 
able, as  respects  the  numbers 
wrought  upon,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  atfected.  In  our 
Magazine  tor  March  1802,  you  will 
6nd  the  best  account  we  have  been 
«ble  tocoUcec  of  this  ^xiniordinarjr 


revival.  By  late  intclVigencc  from 
that  part  of  our  country,  we  are 
happy  to  learn  that  the  rivival  con-  ■ 
tinues,  and  is  becoming  more  ex* 
tensive,  thoue^h  not  attended  with 
such  lingular  bodily  impressions  as 
at  the  first.  There  are  diversities 
of  operation,  but  only  one  Spirit  j 
and  God  has  in^aitely  wise  reasons, 
though  we  may  iu>t  see  them,  for 
departing  from  his  usual  mode  of 
operation,  at  particular  times  and 
in  particular  places.  The  revivals 
in  New  England  have  not  been  at- 
tended with  those  effects  upon  the 
body  which  have  characterized  the 
work  at  the  southward ;  —  still  we 
arc  constrained  to  believe,  that  the 
same  God,  who  hath  wrought  thus 
powerfully  with  them,  hath  beta 
with  us  in  the  still  small  voice.  — 
Let  praise  and  glory  be  given  t<# 
him  for  the  displays  of  his  mercy, 
in  whatever  manner  he  may  see  fit 
to  manifest  his  power  and  grace ! 

Our  Missionary  efforts,  tjwingtw 
the  scantiness  of  our  funds,  ha^'^ 
hitherto  been  small,  compared  wttli 
yours  ;  but,  from  the  increasinj^  li- 
berality of  the  good  people  oi  ii\e 
state,  and  the  patronage  of  our 
honourable^  legislature,  we  l^pe  to 
be  able  soon  to  do  more  than  we 
have  yet  done,  in  promoting*  the 
cause  of  truth  and  righteousness.—  " 
You  may  think  that  tiie  amount  of 
our  contributions^  for  the  suyjport 
of  Missions,  is  small,  considering 
that  our  Society  extends  through 
the  state  ;  but  it  should  be  recol- 
lected, that  Connecticirt  is  a  small 
state.  Its  whole  population  is  but 
about  250,000.  Of  these,  one- 
fourth  or  upwards  are  Episcopa- 
lians, Baptists,"  Wesleyan  Method- 
ists, or  other  denominations  who 
do  iKrt  unite  with  the  consociated 
churches  of  the  state  in  the  Mission- 
ary institution. 

.  As  yet,  we  have  done  little  for 
the  Heathen  on  our  borders.  Tliey 
are  in  a  truly  deplorable  state  oif 
ignorance  and  '  barbarity ;  which 
loudly  calls  for  the  prayers  and  ex- 
ertions of  those  whom  God  has 
fclessed  with  the  means  of  knowing 
him  and  Jesus  Christ,  wliom  he  has 
sent.  Their  situation  is  also  very 
peculiar;  and,  in  many  respects^ 
more  unfavourable  to  the  rece2tio# 
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of  the  gospel  than  that  of  the  inha- 
iKtants  of  t1>c  islands  in  the  South 
Sea.  Our  funds  do  not  admit  of 
our  forming  a  Missionary  establish, 
nent  upof>  an  extensive  plan  :  — > 
We  have  sent  a  judicious,  pious 
Missionary  to  reside  in  the  iveigh- 
^urhood  of  some  of  the  tribes, 
with  a  view  to  his.  learning  their 
language,  and  occasionally  convers- 
ing with  kich  chiefs  as  he  may  see, 
on  the  subject  pf  their  receiving  re- 
Kgious  instructors  ;  and  we  indulge 
the  hope,  that  God,  in  answer  to 
the  prayer*  of  his  people,  W\\\  gra- 
ciously open  a  door  for  his  future 
usefiUness  ;  and  that  this,  may  be 
preparatory  to  something  more  ef- 
fecti»al  than  has  yet  been  accom- 
plished for  those  benighted  Pagans. 
The  attention  of  our  Society  has 
been  chiefly  turned  to  tlie  inhabit- 
ants of  our  new  settlements.  We 
kave  a  very  extensive  country  at  the 
back  of  us,  which  is  settling  with 
an  astonishing  ripidity,  chiefly  by 
emigration  from  the  Atlantic  states. 
Friwn  a  variety  of  circumstances  at- 
taiiding  a  country  just  settling,  a 
comsiderable  time  must  necessarily 
elapse  before  the  inhabitants  will 
be  in  a  situation  to  support  the  regu- 
lar preaching  ofthc  gospel,  and  ad- 
ministration of  the  Christian  ordin- 
anoj.s.  We  deem  it,  therefore, 
highly  necessar)',  that  zealou*?, 
fattlTtul  Missionaries  be  sentamon^ 
them,  that  they  may  not  lo^.e  si^ht 
of  the  importance  of  religious  in- 
stitutions. It  was  u-oder  these  im- 
pressions, as  well  as  with  a  view  of 
whimately  benefittiog  the  Indi;ms, 
tlv*t  tlve  Missionary  Society  of  Con- 
l>eciicut  was  instituted,  Tliis  So- 
ciety, though  but  recently  organ- 
i-Acd  m  its  present  form,  is  in  fact 
the  oldest  institution  of  the  kinc}  in 
America.  Kor  upwards  of  fifteen 
years,  the  clerg)'  of  the  state  Iiave 
j^reatly  interested  themselves  in  be, 
baif  of  the  inhabitants  of  our  fron- 
tier settlements.  Many  Mission^ 
aries  have  been  sent  to  those  settle- 
ments, by  whom  the  gospel  has 
been  preached,  churches  gathered, 
and  Christian  ordinances  adminis- 
tered, in  numerous  places,  which, 
but  a  sliort  time  since,  were  the 
abode  of  savage  beasts,  and  the  oc- 
.c^ional  resort  of  still  more  savage 
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men.  ,  The  present  constitution  or 
the  Society  was  formed  about  five 
years  since;  and  last  fall,  the  in- 
stitution was  made  a  legal  corpo- 
ration, by  the  legislature  of  the 
state. 

We  have  abundant  reason  to  be^ 
licve,  that  the  labour^  of  our  Mis- 
sionaries, and  the  religious  hoqkB 
which  they  have  dispersed,  have 
been  blessed,  in  many  instances,  as 
a  means  ot  keeping  aVive  a  sense  of 
religion  among  the  inhabitants  of 
the  new  settlements ;  and  influen- 
cing them  to  take  measures,  much 
sooner  than  could  otherwise  have 
been  ex  pee  ted,  for  the  regular  set- 
tlement of  gospel-ministers. 

By  inspecting  a  map  of  the  United 
States,  you  will  see  that  we  have, 
within  our  limits,  large  tracts  of 
country  still  unsettled.  The  field 
for  Missionary  labours  will,  there- 
fore, be  extending  itself  for  many 
years,  if  not  ages  ;  and  will  call  for 
increased  exertions  on  our  part.  If 
we  may  be  made,  in  any  mea-ure, 
instrumental  in  sending  forth  la- 
bourers into  this  part  of  the  v'uie- 
yard  of  our  Lord,  we  triist  we  shall 
so  far  promote  the  cause  of  tnith, 
and  benefit  the  souls  ot  our  fellow- 
men. 

We  wish  to  maintain  a  friendly 
correspondence  with  your  Society; 
for  though  the  particular  fields  in 
which  we  are  called  to  labour,  arc, 
in  some  respects,  different  from  each 
other;  yet  our  general  object  is 
the  same  :  — the  enlargement  of  the 
Redeemer's  kingdom.  If  we  arc 
sincere  in  this,,  it  will  be  our  de- 
light to  aid  each  other  by  our 
prayers,  and  by  mutual  communi- 
cations ;  which  may  serve  to  quicken 
our  7.eal,  so  apt  to  grow  languid, 
and  to  stimulate  to  more  vigorous 
and  persevering  efforts.  Sensible 
of  the  importance  of  a  free  and 
friendly  intercourse  with  you,  our 
Board  of  Trustees  have  lately  de- 
termined to  write  semi-aimually ; 
and  to  transmit  to  yOu  our  Maga- 
zines, which  will  inform  you  of  our 
proceedings,  and  of  the  general 
state  of  religion  in  this  western 
world.  We  hope  also  to  hear  feoia 
you  more  frequently  than  in  -tiraes 
past ;  and  to  receive  from  you  such 
commuxiicaticns  as  may  inforxB  tx$ 
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respecting  the  progress  of  pure  and 
vital  Christianity  in  any  part  of  the 
world,  that  may  come  to  your 
knowledge.  We  are  narrtcuurly 
desirous  of  receivings  from  time  to 
time,  the  Missionary  Journal  which 
you  mention  is  about  to  be  pub* 
fished;  not  doubting  but  the  pe- 
rusal of  it  will  serve  to  quicken  us 
in  the  cause  in  which  we  profess  to 
t)e  engaged. 

We  desire  with  vou,  devoutl/to 
fidore  the  hand  of  God,  in  the  re* 
snarkable  events  which  are  taking 


place  among  th?  nations  of  tha 
^arth ;  and  are  looking  forward, 
with  anxious  solicitude,  for  the 
time  when  the  Most  High,  whg 
nilerh  over  all  the  earth,  shall 
overturn,  and  overturn,  till  he 
comes  whose  right  it  is^to  take  th9 
diadem  and  crown^  • 

We  are,  deat  brethren, 
with  Christian  affection  and  esteern, 
tour  fgllovr  Labourer 5^ 
(In  the  name  of  the  Trustees) 

J.  TR.EADWELL,  ChatrnMi). 

AuEL  FLi»r>  Secretwyt 
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April  io.  A  new  meeting. 
house  was  opened  at  Dtile  Hauham, 
Herx^.  The  Rev. R. Hill  preached 
\n  the  mornings  from  i  Cor.  ii.  i,  i; 
and  Mr.  Weaver,  of  Shrewsbury, 
hi  the  afternnon^  from  Mat.  xiii. 
45,  46;  Mr.  Holme,  of  Ware;  Mr. 
Brake,  of  Hertford  i  and  Mr.  Lin- 
StW  (who  at  prfesent  supplies  this 
congregation)  engaged  in  other 
parts  of  the  service. 

April  27.  The  Bast  Kent  As* 
eociatjoii  of  Ministers  held  their  ' 
Half-yearly  Meetitig.at  Mr.  Atkin- 
son's, Margate.  Mr^  W.  Mather 
preached  in  tha  mornings  from  Col. 
J.  j8  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Mather  in  the 
tvening,  from  Isa.  kI.  ii  ;  Mr  At* 
t\ood  preaclMid  the  preceding  even*. 
Sng«  The  n^xt  Meeting  is  appoints 
ed  to  be  held  at  Mr.  Atwood^s^^ 
Folkstonc.  Oct.  19^  when  Mcsbr** 
Gore  and  Craanp  are  expected  t« 
preach;  and  Mr.  Young  on  the 
preceding  evening. 

On  Whir^Monday  (May  30)  the 
Anniversary  was  held  at  Pep^ard^ 
intended  tt>  coimtertct  the  practice 
of  revelling  on  that  day^  and  to 
t^ach  the  pooi'  villagers  the  good 
Viixy  of  the  Lord.  On  this  occasion 
ihree  sermons  wcr«  preached  by 
Messrs.  Cook,  PpiigUs,  and  Coll  it 
son;  Messrs.  Jp^^ry,  I^vegrove, 
Bickerd)ke>  .scUoleheld,  and  ivvans 
assisted  io  other  parts  of  the  ser- 
vices \  and  the  children  of  the  Sun* 
day-Schooh  stjng  an  hyinu  Com^ 
po^d  fer  the  purpose* 

XI. 


June  6.  The  Independent  Ml^ 
nisters  of  the  county  of  K  e  n t,  held 
their  Annual  Association  in  MXt 
Goodwin's  Meeting,  at  Lenham* 
The  evening  preceding^  Mr,  CJeo, 
Townsend  preached,  trom  Acts 
xxvi.  16.  The  ntxt  morning,  a 
prayer  *•  meeting  at  seven  u'cl^ck, 
At  ten;  Mr.  Jamc!*  Paruel  j  teai  hed 
from  a  Cor.  iii,  1^.  In  rhe  even* 
ing,  Mr.  Tracy,  from  Ii.  ixji.  1.— » 
After  sermon  in  the  monnng,  th^. 
ministers  and  people  of  the  asso* 
ciJted  churches  present^  juined  in 
the  ordinance  of  the  Lora*i  i>upper. 
In  these  exercises^  Mes;>'r$.  Lt*gg?t, 
Child,  .Vincent,,  Ralph,  Popple* 
well,  and  Arnold  engaged  in  prayer. 
The  ndxt  Aiuuml  Mectin^j  is  to 
behddat  Greenwich  Tabtrnucle; 
Mess. Ourteen, Vincent,  an*i  Town» 
send  to  preach  on  that  occasion. 
Previous  notice  will  be  given  of 
the  time  fixed. 

The  Devonshire  Association 
ot  Calvinistic  Ministers  u\ct  at  Ap« 
piedore^  June  2a.  Qu  the  preced 
ing  evening,  Mr  W.  Rooker,  of 
Tavitstock>  preached  from  »  Cor. 
xiii.  14.  Wednesday  nisrnmg,  MPt 
Small,  of  Ax  minster,  from  Rom, 
viii.  so  (Justification)  ;  'dx\&  in  th^ 
evenings  Mr.  Allen,  \?f  Exeter,  de* 
liverfda  (practical) discourse,  from 
{  John  ii.  rq;  Mr.  R.  Winton,  of 
Exmovtthf  d^liv^redan  address  to 
the  chyrciies;  and  Messrs,  D^wcy, 
Jdckson>  and  Stoat  engaged  in  other 
par U  g|  the  wvice.  Noiwith$uwU 
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iiig  an  incess^  rafn  of  fifteen  hours^ 
the  services  were  well  attended. 

June  18.  The  Rev.  H.  M'Kciu 
z\c  was  ordained  to  the  pastoral  of'* 
ftce  over  the  particw^ir  Baptist 
church  at  Bury  St.  Edmonds,  Mr^ 
Cowcl,  of  Ipswich,  introduced  the 
business ;  Mr.  Fenn,  of  Otlcy,  of-' 
fered  tlic  ordinalion  -  prayer ;  Mr. 
W»rd>  of  Dits,  gave  the  charge, 
from  z  Tim.  ii.  19;  Mr.  Hall,  of 
Ipswich,/  addressed  the  church, 
from  Dent,  xxxiv.  h  9i  Mr. 
Thompson  and  Mr.  Caddy  engaged 
in  other  parts  of  the  service  i  and 
Mr.  Simpson,  of  Diss,' preached  in 
the  evening.  —This  infant  church 
was  raised,  and  the  meeting  built, 
by  Mr.Ridley,  who  died,  much  re- 
gretted, nine  months  after  his  ordt* 
natioiu 

Jn>y7.  TheRcv.J.  SFoper  (late 
student  at  Homcrton  Academy)  was 
ordaineti  over  the  independent 
church  at  Beccles,  Suffolk.  Mr. 
VValford,  of  Yarmouth,  dctivcred 
fhe  introductory  discourse ;  Mr. 
Newtt)n,  of  Norwich,  prayed  the 
©rdiiiation  -  prayer ;  Mr.  Ford,  of 
Stepneys  gave  the  cliarge^  from 
€of.  iv.  17  ;  Mr.  Ray,  of  Sudbury, 
addressed  the  people,  from  1  Cc*. 
Xvi.  10;  Messrs.  Shnfflcbottom, 
Ray,  Gardiner,  and  Ccaig,  engaged 
in  other  parts  of  the  service  ;  and 
Mr.  Atkmson,  of  fpswich,.  preached 
in  the  evening. 

July  13.  The  Rey.  Mr.  Thee-r 
doiiits  was  publicly  set  apart  to  the 
pastoral  office  in  the  Indrpendent 
church  at  New  Windsor,  near  Man. 
Chester.  Mr.  White,  of  Chester, 
read  the  ScriptHres  and  prayed ; 
Mr.  Bradley,  of  Manchester,  de- 
scribed the  character  of  a  Ch^^tian 
church,  and  asked  the  usual  ques- 
tions; Mr.  Ralpli^y  of  Liverpool, 
engaged  in  the  ordination -prayer. 
'J  he  pastor  received  his  charge, 
«hich  was  foctnded  on  i  Tim.  iv. 
s6,  from  his  twtor,  Mr.  Lewis,  of 
Wrexham ;  and  the  church  and  con- 
Ijregation  were  exhorted  to  prayer 
Hot  their  minister,  by  Mr.  Roby,  of 
Mancliester.  —  In  the  evening,  Mr, 
^owden,  of  Bolton,  pKached  from 
Id.  ]»xxii.  6,  7. 


July  17.  A  new  fndependenf 
meeting  was  opened  at  Holy  Cross^. 
near  Stourbridge,  Worcestershire; 
when  two  sermons  were  delivered 
on  the  occasion  By  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Brewer,  of  Rirminghara.  — Th« 
gospel  has  been  preached  in  this 
neighbourhood  for  ^ome  years  past,, 
hi  a  private  house ;  but  the  num- 
ber of  hearers  having  of  late  been 
much  upon  ih€  increase,  it  wav 
thought  expedient  to  erect  the  - 
above  mentioned  place;  which  was 
done  chiefly  at  the  expence  of  a 
worthy  gentleman  near  London*. 

The  Rev.  R.  W^inter,  late  of 
London,  having  accepted  an  invita' 
tjon  from  the  kidependent  church 
at  Newport,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,, 
the  Mmisters  of  the  Hampshire 
Association,  with  some  otherChri-- 
fian  brethren^  agreed,  at  the  re* 
ifuest  of  the  Society,  and  its  newly- 
elected  Pastor,  to  spend  Wedhcs- 
day,  the  3d  of  August,  in  dcto- 
tional  exefcises  at  Newport.  Mf» 
Cox,  of  Pareham,  be^an  the  morn- 
ing service  by  prayer  and  reading 
the  Scriptures ;  the  general  praycs 
was  offered  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  oC 
Brighton;  Mr.  John  Winter,  of 
Newbury,  delivered  a  shoit  buf 
appropriate  address  on  the  Duties 
arid  Oblfcati^nsbelengmg  to  Pastor 
and  People,  and  engaged  in  prayer; 
Mr.  Kingsbury,,  of  Southampton, 
preached  from  Phil.  iii.  r2,i3, 14^ 
and  Mr.  Potticary,.  the  former  pas- 
tor (who  now  keeps  a-  respectable 
academy  in  Newport)  .concluded 
with  praye*.  hi  the  evening,  Mr. 
Stephenson,  of  Houddsdown^  prav* 
cd ;  Mr.Bogue,ofGosport,preacn^ 
ed  from  Psalm  Ixix.  ^ ;  and  Mr.  G, 
Clayton,,  of  Seuthampton,  close  J 
the  whole  with  pfa.yer. 


L  O  >(  D  O  N. 

We  are  happy  in  being  able  t» 
iftform  the  religions  public^thatan 
order  was  lately  sent  from  the  Ad- 
miralty to  the  difl^eren^docli-yards^ 
tlrat  the  shipwrights  should  not  be 
required  to  work  on  the  Lord's 
Day,  imless  on  occasions  of  the 
most  urgent  necessity.— It  would 
give  inore  tlun  the/^r  of  Marten  to 
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<very  good  man,  to  h€  informed 
thai  the  ILord  J-ieu tenants  of  tl>c 
difFerent  counties  have,  agreeably 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  par- 
liament, resoWed  to  testify  the 
same  reverence  for  that  sacred  day, 
in  training  rhe  people  to  the  use  of 
arms,  for  tlie  defence  of  cur  liber- 
ties and  our  most  holy  faith. 

The  Society  fisr  the  SmppreiEoii 
•oT  Vice,  consieting  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  raost  respectable  Noble- 
men and  Gentlemen,  have  lately 
publiiihed  a  Report  of  their  Pro- 
ceedings to  April,  J803  ;  from 
«rhich  we  find,  that  the  following 
Convictions  liav^  been  made,  at 
the  instance  .of  this  body«  viz. 

"Profanatiofi -of  tlie  Sabbath  440 
Vending  obbcene  books  and 

prints  ----.--  7 
Riotous    and    disorderly 

houfes,  &c,  -    ^    -    -    -  fi 

Lotteries  and  Jittlcgoes  .    -  j6 

I^ruelty  to  animals    ...  j 

Total  487 
**  The  foregoing  statement  includes 
an  account  only  of  actual  offend-ers 
brought  to  punishment,  and  of  of- 
frnces  actually  suppressed ;  but  the 
committee  reminds  the  members  of 
the  society^  that  to  restrain  vke  by 
freventk/n  rafher  than  by  punishment , 
was  a  primary  and  essential  object 
of  the  society.  Of  this  object,  the 
committee  has  never  lost  sight ;  and 
tfcey  have  die  satisfaction  of  stating, 
that  their  endeavours,  in  this  re- 
spect, have  been  attended  with  very 
considerable  success;  particularly 
•  io  preventing  violations  of  the 
Loid's  Day,  and  irregularities  in 
p^blic-lioui^s ;  and  in  checking  the 
circulajiion  of  obscene  books  and 
prints,  especially  in  seminaries  of 
education,  into  which  they. had 
been  most  artfully- introduced.'* 

The  friends  of  religion  cannoit 
t^ut  rejoice  in  every  atte^upt  to  les- 
sen the  dreadful  sum  of  uioral  evil 
.  in  our  country  ;  especially  at  a  cri- 
sis, when  the  most  awtul  provi- 
dences so  imperiously  demand  na- 
tional repentance  and  refcrmation. 
Similar  societies,  uncler  the  auspi- 
ces of  ihe'c  lei  gy  and  iuagibtrate>  of 
«ur  principal  eirics  and  tovvns^  mi^ht 
be  productive  of  gre^a  naciuA^l  ad- 
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even  tlie  effort,  would 
be  honourable  to  our  general  cha- 
racter, and  prove  that  religion  and 
virtue  have  yet  many  eeaious  ad- 
vocate*^ 

Extract  froin  iht  j4ddres$  of 
the  Mtthodhi-6. 

The  <W€!deyan)  Methodists,  ai 
their  late  Conference  held  at  Man- 
chester, determined  on  an  Address 
to  the  Menfbers  xrf  t-heir -Societies 
throughout  Oreat  Brimin,  in  wliich 
they  point  out  their  duty  in  respect 
to  the  public  affairs  of  the  nation. 
After  acknowledging  the  goodness 
of  God  to  this  country  on  former 
occasions,  they  express  tbeh"  obli- 
•  gatlons  to  government  as  professors 
of  religion.  Wfi  insert  tiie  follow- 
ing padagc-.— 

**  We  are  also  bound,  by  urong 
tics  of  gratitude,  to  our  Sovereign 
and  his  jGovernuient.  Our  humble 
applications,  in  various  distressing 
cases  relating  to  the  pfosperity  of 
the  Work  of  God  among  us,  have 
been  received  by  our  rulers  ^ith 
kind  attention;  and  have  produced 
the  Jiapp'iest  eifects.  tven  ^very 
lately  our  government  ^nd  legisla- 
ture have  given  very  striking  proofs 
of  the  liberality  of  tlieir  sentiments* 
Tlie  exemptions  and  oi,her  ^*]auses 
in  the  late  act  of  parliament  for 
raising  the  Army  of  Reserve,  and  for 
arming  the  nation  at  large^  which 
respect  the  public  ministers  of  the 
gospel,  and  the  mode  of  training 
the  people  to  arms,  are  peculiarly 
favo,iirable  to  the  spiritual  interests 
^  of  the  people  of  .God. 

As  w^  are  ^^W  acquainted,  bre- 
thren, witli  your  conbcier.ii4>us  at- 
tachment to  the  holy  Sabbath  of  the 
Lord,  It  may  give  you  satisfaction, 
if  we  insert  here  the  pan^graphs  in 
the  act  of  enrolment  which  refer 
to  that  point. 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted, 
That  it  iJiall  be  lawful  for  his  Ma- 
je/Ly,  by  any  order  communicated 
by  one  of  his  Majesty's  Principal 
SeCiT.etaries  of  Slate,  to  order  and 
direct  the  Lieutenant  cr  Deputy 
Li^uienanis  of  any  County,  to  cau>e 
the  per>on3  conij;riscd  in  the  first, 
secpnd^  ^nd  third  clas.-es  \ji  persoris 
eniolled  for  military  tervitc   uudcr 
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th's  Act,  OT*  any  or  either  of  them, 
in  ihrt  nrespective  parishes  of  such 
couivy.orany  of  them,  to  be  trained 
and  exercised  in  the  Ui^  of  arms,  a$ 
to  his  Majesty  shall  seem  cxpe* 
dei.t;  and  the  Lieutenant  or  De- 
puty Lieutenants,  to  wlioin  any  such 
or^er  shall  be  directed,  shall  there* 
It'  on  foifhwlih  order  and"  direct  the 
Di^puiy  Lieureuanis  of  the  respec- 
tive bubJivisiuii  of  such  Counry  in 
which  dhy  such  Parishes  shall  be 
situate,  to  regulate  the  times  and 
places  of  exercise  for  sucli  Parishes 
tebpt'Ctively ,  aiKi  such  Dejuiy  Lieu* 
tenants  sliall  cau.-e  ;»uch  men  to  be 
trained  itiv\  exercised  tx^o  hovir>  at 
the  lea^t  on  tac.'j  and  cjcry  Hunday^ 
^ithtrf  before  or  after  divine  service, 
or  oit  some  o«her  convenient  c'ay  in 
the  week,  in  England  ;  or  any  con» 
venient  day  in  the  week  to  be 
appointed,  in  Scotland,  bciv.t-en  the 
»5th  of  March  and  the  15th  of  De* 
ceniberin  every  year,  &c.  — And  it 
shall  also  be  luwrul  for  the  Deputy 
Lieutenant^  in  their  respective  sub- 
diviNions,  in  any  cases  in  which  they 
may  deem  it  expedient  for  the  more 
epeedily  and  ettcctnally  earring  into 
execution  the  provision^  of  this  act, 
to  order  and  direct  that  such  mdn 
shall  becxercised  on  any  other  addi- 
tional day  ur  days  in  the  week,  hav- 
ing due  regard,  in  the  regulation  of 
the  times  and  places  appointed  tor 
exercise  and  training  on  such  other 
tlay  or  days,  to  the  general  occupa- 
tions of  the  persons  to  be  exercised 
and  trained,  so  as  to  interfeie  as 
little  as  may  be  with  such  occupa- 
tions» 

•■  Provided  always  and  be  it  fur- 
ther  enacted,  That  where  in  Eng- 
land any  person  or  persons  in  'any 
parish  shall  haverr^^/(7»j  uruptes  in 
regard  to  being  trained  and  exercised 
on  Su>tdays^  and  shall  make  oath 
thereof  I  efore  any  Deputy  Licut?;- 
pant  or  Justice  ot  the  Peace  (which 
patb  such  Deputy  Lieutenant  and 
Justice  of  the  Peace  respectively 
arc  hereby  empowered  to  admi- 
niser)  all  a4id  every  such  person 
and  persons  shall  be  excused  trotn 
being  trtiincd  aikl  exercised  on  Sun- 
tiayiy  and  from  all  fines  by  this 
act  imposed,  for  non-attendance  at 

such   training  and    exercise;    pro-     ^_._ 

yidcd  such  persons  sliall  duly  at-    evenings. 


tend  to  be  trained  attd  exercised  oft 
such  other  day  in  ihe  week  as  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  Deputy  Lieu- 
tenants of  the  subdivision  whcreid 
such  parish  shall  be  situate,  in  lieu 
of  Sunday  for  that  purpose,  under 
and  biibject  to  all  such  fines  and 
penalties  for  nom-attendance  and 
irtisbehaviour  at  such  training  and 
exorcist,  as  are  by  this  act  impoj>cd 
in  like  cases  on  any  other  days  of 
training  and  exercise :  provided 
also,  that  no  such  person  or  persons 
v^ho  shall  be  so  excused  from  being 
trained  and  exercised  on  a  Sunday 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive any  sum  of  money  under  this 
act  for  being  trained  and  exercised 
on  such  other  day  in  the  week  as 
sliall  be  appointed  in  lieu  thereof.'^ 

And  now,  Brethren,  we  most 
earnestly,  and  from  a  full  convic-  . 
tion  ot  the  necessity  of  the  case,  be* 
seech  you  to  comply  with  the  re. 
quisitions  of  Government  with 
cheerfulness  -  and  alacrity;  fully 
using  your  privilege  in  tins  respect 
to  the  Sabbath-day. 

But.  at  the  same  time,  we  charge 
you,  in  the  name  of  God,  to  avoid 
all  public  entertainments.  Fre- 
quent not  the  ale-houftci  or  taverns, 
—  those  nursciies  of  vice  ard  im- 
morality. To  strengthen  our  cau- 
tion, and  to  cause  it  to  be  remem-  • 
bered,  we  repeat  it,  as  you  love  that 
adorable  Saviour,  who  came  to  save 
his  people  from  their  j»ins,  have  no** 
thing  to  do  with  tho:>c  places  and 
works  of  darkness. 

}f.  B,  The  Conference  directs, 
That  a  prayer- meeting;  shall  beheld 
in  all  our  chapels  on  every  Friday 
evening,  in  behalf  of  our  nation, 
during  the  present  dangtf  j  and  a 
fast  shall  be  observed  on  the  ftrst 
Friday  in  every  month. 

An  Addre.-s,  similar  to  the  above, 
has  been  published  by  the  Dissent, 
jng  Ministers  and  others  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Kiiigston-upon- 
HuTl  i  who  observetl  Wednes^day. 
the  24th  ii)t«  as  a  day  of  public 
humiliation  among  themselves. 

A  prayer-mcetin^  has  been  alsd 
instituted  at'  Spa-ifields  and  Zio|i 
fchapels   alternately,  on   Tuesday 
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ChfUt.  Prcd.  Rhescn,  of  Embeck,  in  the  Electdrate  of  £.  s,  u 
Hanover  —  —  —  —  —  *—  — ^200^ 
Messrs.  J.  R.  dc  P.  Merian  and  Sory>  Basle  —  —  ao  b  o 
Legacy  by  the  late  Mr.  Robert  Douglas,  Kingsland  Place  ^000 
Collection  and  Subscriptions  from  the  Congregation  of  the 

Rev.  Alexander  Steill,  Kidderminster —  — r  —  20  9  lO 
Rev.  Mrl  Hickman  and  Friends,  Watbfield  -*-  —7,6 
Dividend  of  the  Profits  on  the  Edinburgh  Missionary  Ma. 

gazine,  for  one  year  —         —       .—        —        —    I368 

A  Legacy  by  Henry  Poo)e,  Esq-,  late  of  Woodford     -«    50    o    9 


DISTRIBUTION  OF    PROFITS. 

July  i8»  1803.  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  this  Magazine,  t^ 
following  Cases  being  regularly  recommended^  were  admitted,  and  re» 
lieved  : — 

RfcommtHJ€dhf 
Rev.  M.  Wilks. 

R.  Hin. 

J.  Boden. 

Ditto. 

W.  Roby. 

D.  Bogue* 

G.  Burder. 

J.  Townsend. 

Dr.  Williams. 

A.  Fuller. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto* 

M  Wilks* 

Dr.  Rylattd, 

Ditto. 
I         J .  Townsend* 

T:  Beck. 

M.  Wilks. 

Ditto. 

C  Buck. 

A.  Fuller. 

A.  Waugh. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

G.  Burder 

G.  Lambert. 


We  are  informed  that  the  ReV.  J.  Foster's  Chapel,  at  Edmonton, 
l^hich  has  been  considerably  enlarged,  will  be  re-opened  lor  divine 
worship  on  Wednesday  moraiogi  Septomber  the  ^th,  ^ith  a  Scrmoti 
ty  Mr,  Gfiffin^  of  Portsea* 


SigttatKTYs* 

Denominaiions 

Mr^.    N. 

Establi^khmen 

M.  H. 

Methodist. 

E.  T. 

I  nd  pendent* 

M.  T. 

Ditto. 

M.  J. 

Ditto« 

M.  K. 

Ditto. 

M.  S. 

Ditto* 

AC. 

Ditto. 

L. 

Ditto. 

S.  M. 

Ditto. 

•M. 

Baptist. 

K. 

Ditto. 

B. 

Ditto. 

R. 

Ditto. 

E. 

Ditto-. 

S.H.   . 

Ditto. 

A.  P. 

Ditto. 

H.N. 

Ditto. 

M.  G. 

Ditto. 

S.  D. 

Ditto. 

D. 

Ditto. 

H.  S. 

Presbyterkui. 

J.Y* 

Ditto. 

R. 

Ditto. 

G. 

Ditto. 

D. 

Ditto. 

S.  G 

Ditto. 

C.  G. 

Dittos 

C- 
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THE  BRITANNIA  IN  A  STORM. 


i'lTJJjIjU/jjNJ-^-^-^ 


Many  storms  our  ship  has  wcathir't!.  Ma-  ny  tcm*-  p^sts  shook  her  inast: 


g^fa^yi 


^ 


£ 


-4=3t 


But    the  heavenly  handihat  stccn  hvr,    Brings  her     safe     to       portal   lasu 


fefeEte^E£^15fe£^^ 


• ■ ^j^i^  ^N  r 

liwal-lfr-  1^-jab,  Hal  -  le-  lu-jab,  Hal  le-lu-jah, 


m 


W^. 


I,:: 


TrM  ihe  haughty  foe  that  threaf^ns, 
•     Britons*  God  sliil  rules  ihe  frn%  : 
He  c^n  raise  the  wavrs  pr,still  tUt  m, 
Slak.or  save  whene'er  h^  please. 

Hallelujahi 

Tell  the  wond*ring  nations  round  us, 

Hritons'  God  is  still  the  Lord; 
He  is  still  our  shield  and  buckler. 
In  bis  name  we  draw  the  sword* 

Hallelujah. 
Britons'  God ! 


Let  the  name  be  cchotd  round  : 
Shoot  it  till  oiir  foes  shall  tremble— 
Fleets  and  armies  catch  tlic  soiuid  1 


Oft  has  Britain  bow'd  before  him, 

Mouni'd  brr  cniiics  and  soughiherCod  : 

Oft  the  rightt-ous'  prayer  has  sav*d  htr, 
Oft  ha&  -tay'd  th'  upliftid  rod. 

Hallelojah* 

Now  again  we*ll  crowd  his  rrmple, 
Bout  the  kn^  before  his  ihmoc: 

Plead  the  mercjy  he  has  promisM, 
Plead  the  name  by  which  he*s  known. 
Hallelujah. 

shores  resound  it ; 


Hallelujah; 
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OH  THE   MELANCHOLY  DEATH   OP 
THE  KE\^  MR.  DENSIIAM. 

[Sec  p.  395  of  this  Mag.]  , 

A  c  H I L  D  of  dust,  »  creature  of  a  diy ; 
A  feeble  frame,  the  best  esute  of  man  ; 

Rais'd  from  the  earth,  and  f^rnu 'd  of  brittle  dijf 
His  jouru<y  her«  a  short  cantractcd  span. 

In  rt'ry  stage  of  life  wc  trr'mblitig  stand. 
Amid  the  varr'd  scene  rxpo&'3  to  death  . 

In  nom'rous  ways  he  thrusfs  his  fatal  hand». 
Slmts  ev*ry  vein,  and  draws  the  vital  breath  1 

This  conqu'iing  pow%  coinmission'd  from  the  «kieS| 
Aware  or  not,  consigns  us  to  the  tomb  ;  * 

AliCe  it  hur;  ic$  hence  the  rude  or  wise, 
The  hoary  head,  or  How'r  of  youthful  bloom  f 

Nor  does  the  gracious  renovated  mind. 
Or  useful  life,  the  great  decree  revoke  : 

These  meeien  us  for  pleasures  well  refin'd  ; 
Thty  sanctify,  but  nut  rtmoTe  the  stroke. 

Yon  mournful  tight,  ofgrief  apkinful  tause, 
Cuntirms  these  truths  in  plaintive  Krains  of  woe* 

AUi  !  there  Pensham  lies,  a  breathleu  corse  |  — 
A  victim  to  the  tyrant's  fatjil  blow ! 

Call'd  on  a  sudden  from  a  world  of  sio, 
Surrounding  friends  may  well  their  loss  deplore  : 

That  tongue,  so  late  employed  widi  wook  divine. 
In  silence  seal'd,  proclaims  the  troth  oo  more. 

Wiih  zeal  inspired,  to  spread  the  Saviour's. name. 
He  published  oft  the  gospel's  joyful  sound  : 

His  theme,  his  constant  theme,  where'er  he  came^ 
''  Pardon  and  peace  in  Jesu's  blood  is  found  !" 

His  Spirit,  now  dislodg'd  from  cumb'rots  cl»y> 
On  Seraphs  wings  is  kindly  wafted  home  j 

There,  in  the  regions  of  eternal  day,  . 

The  church  ttiumpbant  joy  to  see  him  come  I 

Among  the  blessed,  the  celestial  throng, 
Hit  much-lov'd  Patron  ♦,  just  arriv'd  before, 

Seems  standing  foremost  with  a  rapt'rous  soqg^ 
To  hail  him  welcome  to  the  blissful  shore  ! 

Oh, ye  who  wimest'd  their  employ  of  love. 
Review  their  toils  !  but  while  the  wound  you  feel. 

Be  not  depressed ;  our  Jctus  reigns  above,* 
Head  of  his  Church,  and  King  in  Zion  still ! 

Ye  honoor'd  few,  who  from  the  city  go. 
Each  Sabbath -morn,  to  speak  in  Jesu's  name  { ; 

Your  cause,  to  Densham  dear,  his  worth  ye  kaow^ 
His  early  tomb  should  n-wyour  zeal  enflame. 

This  solemn  call  with  others  loudly  joia  ; 
Ah,  what  a  train  have  late  been  call'd  away  I 

Ye  gospel  heralds,  hear  tHfc  voice  divine. 
Your  arduous  work  pursue  whileyu  'lis  day.    . 

O  Thou,  whose  steps  mysterious  andprofound^ 
^o  finite  wisdom  ever  can  explore  I 

May  we,  amidst  the  dire  atniction  round. 
Await  thy  will,  and  all  thy  ways  adore! 

But  while  thy  various  judgments  are  abroad, 
And  fai.hful  servants  tiios  are  gaiher'd  home. 

We  look  to  thee,  for  thou  ari  Israel's  God  j 
Regard  thy  churchy  tod  let  thy  kingdom  come  I  NvL'Lirai. 

*  M/.£yre«  t  X.oDd9n  Itinerant  Society. 
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A  LTST  OF  THE  MINISTERS 

8N0AGBD  IN  THR  WEEKLLY  EXERCISR  OF  PRAYER, 

ON  WEDNESDAY  EVENINGS, 

on  Account  of  the  present  SiaU  hfour  Countrtf. 

TVW*  Placet  Mmisicrs  to  tngi^e^ 

1803. 

J"'y  *^'  \  '^Bar^-eJsr"  "^\  Mr.  Kello  aod  Mt.  Booth. 
Aug.  3»     Mr.  Jennings's,      .    Mr.  Wall  and  Mr.  Knight. 

10.  Mr.  Booth's,  .    Mr.  Hutchings  and  Mr.  Burdef, 
X7,  .  Mr.  Burder»s.         .    Mr.  Coxhcad  and  Mr.  Waugh, 
a4.    Mr.  Kello's,         .  -    Mr.  Thorpe  and  Mr.  Booth. 
31,    Mr.  Hiitclrings*$,     -    Mr.  Humphrys  and  Mr.  Taylor^ 

S«pt,  7,     Mr.  Gaffee's.  -    Mr.  Goodc  and  Mr.  Jcnflings. 

.^4,    Mr.  Goode%         •    Mr.  Clayton  and  Mr.  ^dx\>tt, 

•'»  1      Southwark»  j  ^^'  Gaflfee  and  Mr.  Button, 

tt,     Mr.  Taylor's,  .    Mr.  Waiigh  and  Dr.  Rippoa. 

Oct.    5.    Mr.  WalPs,  .    Mr.  Taylor  arid  Mr.  Towle. 

11,  Mr.  Button's,  V    Mr.  BrooksbankandMr.  Huinphryi4 
I9t    Mr.  Clayton's,  .    Mr.  Knight  and  Mr.  KcHo. 

^c  /Mr.  Hiimphrys's,    1  ^,     „  .  ^^     » 

*  \     of  Sowthwark,      J  Mr.  Button  and  Mr.  Jennings, 

i^ov,    a,  Mr.  Thorpe's,        -  M^.  Gaflfee  and  Mr.  Huchings^ 

9,  Dr.  Rippon's,         -  Mr.  Reynolds  and  Mr.  Barbor. 

i6,  Mr,  Cox  head's,     -  Dr.  Ripponand  Mr.  Burdcr. 

aj,  Mr.  Reynolds's,     -  Mr.  Brooksbank  and  Mr.  Clayton* 

30,  Mr.  Brook^bank's,  Nir.  Wall  and  Mr.  Goode. 

Dec.    7,  Mr.  Waugh's,        ,  Mr.  Thorpeand  Mr.  Coxhead* 

Service  to  begin  precisely  at  Half  past  Six. 
The  Minister  of  the  Place  concludes.  - 

Should  any  Ministtr,  who  is  appointed  to  engage,  be  unable  to  attend^ 
h  is  cxpccted^tf)at  he.  will  procure  one  to  supply  his  plaoc,  whose  name  is 
in  the  above  list* 

^^  When  a  nerv  Lht  h  formed^  it  tL'itl  prohMy  inclvdi  the  namet  ^f^lkt 
ifmisteriJwhQ  were  not  present ^  or  could  not  be  consulted^  fvken  this  wat  drawn  tpi 

We  are  happy  to  §ad  that  these  prayer-meetings  hsivc  fiitheno  bccrt 
irell  attended.  ^^. 

Jta  Meeting  &f  several  of  the  Ministers  above-mentioHtd,  and 
'  others  oftbeir  Brethren,  on  Tuesday,  Aug.  Ifj,  it  was  agred, 
Respectfuliy  to  submit  to  the  Attention  of  their  Chri$tiM 
Friends^  thefolhmng  short  , 

ADDRESS  : 
TifK  alaVmlnij  <tate  of  this  kingdom  loudly  callirtg  for  extraordinary 
prayer  and  humiliation,  sfti^-eral  Ministers,  in  town  and  country,  have  tu 
pressed  rtieir  eari)est  wish  that  a  particular  day  be  chosen,  in  which  rcU* 
gious  persons,  of  different  denominations,  may  present  their  common  Sup^ 
pUcatwns  to  the  Throne  of  Grace  in  behalf  of  our  Kin^  and  Country. 
A  considerable  number,  therefore,  of  Ministers  have  agreed  to  pro- 

50SC  to  their  resf>eciivc  congregations,  Wednesday,  Sept.  ai,  as  a  suitable 
ay  for  this  solemn  purpose;  and  they  take  the  liberty  of  affectionately 
Tccommending-the  observance  of  the  same  to  as  many  of  their  brethren, 
throughout  tlif  kingdom,  as  may  approve  of  this  measure,  and  to  whom 
the  d»y  proposed  may  be  convenient. 

*,*  />  has  been  ru^gested,  that  the  union  of  two  or  thrre  congrr^athns  in  ont 
place,  wht^u  local  circumstances  permits  mgh:  be  brneficial,  by  emlding  them  t9 
i^vmI  tfu!r7vdv<ts  (^.f^  a:stita?tce  oj  scleral  Ministers,  and  be  l>yoductive  of^t^ 
u^  vantages.  * 

V        I  '  ■■■    "■  ■III''  ■■■■'wi'i  I.  ".    1'  'i^ 

Prii^^idbj/Q.AijLo,  Greville  Street,  Lon 
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THE  LATE  REV;  ANTHC»JY  CROLE. 

Thjs  able  and .  faithful  minister  of  the  New  Testament 
Was  a  native  of  Scotland,  being  born  at  the  village,  of  Fetter- 
cairn,  in  the  shire  of  Kincardine,  aboiit  twelve  milies  from 
Montrose.  When  he  was  seven  years  of  age'  he  lost  his  father, 
who  w^  a  serious  man  ;  but  this  event  did  not  deprive  him  of 
that  inestimable  privilege,  a  religious  Education:  His  pious 
inother  discharged,  with  affectionate  fidelity,  the  important 
trust  that  devolved  upon  her,  and  watched  for  the  souls  of  her 
children  as  one  that  knew  she  mu^t  give  ttn  account.  Her  in- 
struction and  example  made  k  deep  and  lasting  impression  on 
his  mind;  and  he  wotild  frequently  ihention  the  familiar  but 
striking  manner  in  which  she  encoUraffed  her  children  to  seek 
the  God  of  their  father^  8a3>ing,  '^  God  loves  to  hear  children 
pray."  From  this  early  period  he  never  wholly  omitted  prayer ; 
and  was  always  afraid  of  sin.  Indeed,  tenderness  of  con- 
science was  a  prominent  trait  in  his  character  through  life; 
some  remarkable  instances  of  which,  have  left  an  impression 
on  the  mind  of  the  writer,  that  can  never  be  effaced.  To  the- 
pious  labours  of  a  worthy  school-master,  under  whose  care  he 
was  placed,  Mr.  Cfole  ascribed,  under  God,  much  of  his  early 
improvement  in  religious  knowledge.  This  good  man  used  to 
tetechise  his  pupils,  and,  with  great  seriousness.  Would  ex^ 
t)lain  and  inculcate  the  important  truths  and  duties  of  religion 
in  a  manner  adapted  to  the  understanding  of  hid  juvenile  audi^^ 
t«ry.  A  text  ot  Scripture,  commented  upon  one  of  the  occa^^ 
sions,  greatly  affected  Mr.  Crole's  mind  at  the  time  it  wad 
iU(entioned>  and  was  neVer  wholly  forgotten ;  but,  in  the  hoi/lr 
of  temptation,  frequently  suggested  the  most  powerful  restraiftl 
XI.  •  8  H 
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from  sin,  or  incentive'to  duty-  The  passage  was,  ^^  One  dajr 
18  with  the  Lord  as  a  thousand  years,  and  a  thousand  years  as 
one  day  ♦. 

When  Mr.  CroIe>  many  years  afterwards,  visited  ^  place 
of  his  nativity,  he  had  the  satisfaction  to  find  his  venerable 
preceptor  still  livina; ;  and  his  heart,  which  was  peculiarly  sus- 
ceptible of  kind  affections,  exulted  in  an  opportunity  of  testi- 
fying his  gratitude  to  the  instructor  of  hh  childhood.    Age 
Jiad  deprived  the  old  gentleman  of  his  sight,  but  had  not  im* 
paired  nis  faculties ;  and  he  enjoyed  the  exquisite  pleasure, 
not  only  of  hearing  his  former  pupil  preach  with  great  accept- 
ance^    but  also  oi   receiving  rrom  nim  every  expression  of 
affectionate  and  grateful  remembrance*^- Pious- par^Ufr and 
preceptors !  whose  bowels  of  compassion  yeajrn  over  the  young 
immortals  committed  to  your  care,  let  this  encourage  you  in 
your  labours  of  love  for  the  ri^ipg  generation.  Your  endeavour 
to  win  souls  to  Christ  mav  not  be  immediately  followed  by 
that  evident  success  whicn  yon  had  fondly,  perhaps  too  con- 
fidently, anticipated.    You  may  not  be  permitted  to  know  the   ' 
full  extent  qf  your  usefulness  in  the  present  life^—  but  a  dis- 
tinguished reward  awaits  your  zeal  and  fidelity  at  the  coming 
of  Christ;  for  you  will  then  re<5eive  the  fulfilment  of  those 
promises,  which  are  your  present  support :  —  "  They  that  turn 
many  to  righteousness  shall  shine  as  the  stars  fojp  ever;**  and 
even  on  the  melancholy  supposition,  that  Israel  be  not  gathered 
by. your  insUumentality,  yet  shall  the  faithful  labourer  be 
glorious  in  the  eyes  of  the  Jjord.    * 

On  leaving  school,  Mr.  Crole  was  apprenticed  to  a  cabinet- 
maker ;  and,  in  this  situation,  he  was  not  only  regular  and  decent 
in  his  general  conduct,  but  his  integrity  and  industry  were  truly 
exemplary.  He  was  so  far  from  being  an  eye-servant,  that  his 
conscience  would  give  him  no  rest,  unless  he  exerted  himself  to 
the  utmost  of  his  strength  and  ability  in  his  master*s  service ;  and 
was  always  grieved  when  be  observed  a  contrary  conduct  in 
others.  He  wiis  also  assiduous  in  attending  on  the  means  of  reli- 
gious instruction  and  improvement ;  and,  at  the  age  of  sixteen^ 
received  the  Lord's  Supper.  After  the  expiration  of  his  appren- 
ticesl^ip  he  l^ft  his  native  country  ;  and,  though  he  passed 
through  scenes  of  great  teniptation,  he  still  retained  a  strong  , 
sense  of  religion,  and  was  remarkably  circumspect  in  his  morals. 
When  he  was  about  twenty-two  years  of  age  he  came  to  Lon- 
don; anc^  sometime  afterwards,  was  establisfied  in  business 
for  himself.  It  pleased  God  to  prosper  him,  so  that  he  lived 
very  comfortably :  but  though  diligent  in  business,  he  was  also 
fervent  in  spiiit,  serving  the  Lord ;  and  availed  himself  of  every 
cppoitupity  to  hear  the  gospel.    He  chiefly  £^tended  the  mi-^ 
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iristry  of  Mr.  Cruden,  of  Crown  Court;  but  Mr.  Ma(]an  was 
honoured  as  tlie  instrument  of  bringing  him  to  clearer  views  of 
'the  gospel,  as  a  system  of  free  and  sovereign  grace.  It  hns 
been  already  observed,  that  Mr.  Crde  was,  long  before  this 
time,  not  only  the  subject  of  many  convictions,  but  remarkably 
strict  and  serious ;  yet,  as  he  afterwards  frequently  confessed,  he 
had  too  much  of  that  pbarisaical  spirit,  which  leads  persons 
who  are  ignorant  of  the  righteousness  of  God,  to  establish  their 
own  righteousness  ;  if  not  in  opposition  to  the  merits  of  the 
Redeemer,  at  least  as  co-operating  with  them,  in  obtaining  the 
blessings  of  pardon  and  eternal  life. 

He  was  now  led  to  place  his  undivided  dependence  on  the 
Rock  of  Ages,  the  sure  and  tried  foundation,  chosen  of  God, 
and  prec ioas  to  the  penitent  believer. 

Soon  after  this,  Mr.  Crole  became  a  member  of  a  small  but 
truly  respectable  society  which  then  met  in  Archer  Street,  and 
more  latelv  in  Castle  Street,  Leicester  Square.  Here,  after 
much  sohcitation,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  deliver  his  senti«> 
meats  on  some  religious  subjects,  which  had  been  previously 
proposed  for  discussion. 

The  unaffected  simplicity,  seriousness,  and  ability  with  which 
he  delivered  his  sentiments  on  these  occasions ;  the  htimility 
and  fervour  with  which  he  poured  forth  his  soul  in  the  devo* 
tional  exercises  of  the  eveuinsj ;  the  sanclitv  of  his  life,  and 
the  affectionate  concern  he  always  expressed  for  the  souls  of 
fcis  fellow-men,  not  only  excited  the  admiration,  and  gained 
him  the  esteem  of  his  hearers,  but  convinced  them  that  such 
talents  ought  to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  sanctuary. 
It  was  a  considerable  time,  however,  before  Mr.  Crole  exercised 
his  gifts  more  publicly.  The  first  time  he  preached,  was  at 
Mr.  Mercer's  meeting-house,  in  Grafton-street ;  where,  on  the 
failure  of  an  expected  supply,  -a  friend  observing  Mr. Crole  m 
the  gallery,  went  to  him,  and  not  only  intreated  him  to  give 
them  a  word  of  exhortation,  but  even  dragged  him,  abasijed 
and  trembling,  to  the  pulpit;  and  shut  the  door  upon  him  al* 
jnost  before  be  was  aware.  Though  Mri  Crole  must  have  been 
considerably  agitated  on  this  occasion,  not  daring,  as  he  after- 
wards told  his  friends,  to  lift  up  his  eyes  during  the  wh9le  ser- 
vice, yet  his  labours  were  very  acceptable  to  the  congregation  ; 
and  from  this  tim«  he  received  many  applications  to  preach  : 
bnt  he  wished  to  go  through  a  course  of  preparatAy  studies ;. 
and  with  this  view,  relinquished  business,  and  went  to  the  Col- 
lege at  Trevecca ;  where  he  diligently  and  successfully  applied 
himself  to  recover  his  knowledge  of  the  Latin,  and  to  gam  an 
acquaintance  with  the  Greek  and  Hebrew  languages.  The 
excellent  patroness  of  that  institution,  the  lat^  Countess  of 
Huntingdon,  knew  how  to  appreciate  his  talents ;  but  did  not 
fbllj  eater  into  bis  ideas  respecting  the  necessity  of  improvia 
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them  by  an  unremitted  application  to  academical  studies  ;  and 
she,  therefore,  urged  him  immediately  to  commence  his  minis- 
terial labours.  As  far  as  he  could  with  propriety,  Mr.  Crole 
resisted  her  Ladyship's  importunity  in  the  most  respectful 
but  decided  manner,  giving  her  to  understand,  that  his  princi- 
pal object  in  coming  under  her  roof,  being  th^  acquirement  of 
knowledge,  he  could  not  continue  in  the  college,  unless  he  was 

.  permitted  to  enjoy  those  literary  advantages  vTOch  he  had  been 
encouraged  to  expect. 

In  this  connection  he  continued  three  years;  and  from  the 
testimony  of  his  fellow-students  it  appears,  that  such  was  his 
diligence  in  study,  so  exemplary  and  edifying  his  spirit  and 
conduct  in  the  family,  so  evident  his  superiority  in  knowledge 
and  experience,  that  they  revered  him  as  a  Father.  For  some 
time  Mr.  Crole  itinerated  ;  and  in  this  service  his  labours  were 
abundant,  -^  his  zeal,  prudence,  and  fortitude  were  worthy  of 
the  best  times  of  Christianity:  and  though  he  laboured  under 
inany  discouragements,  and,  in  some  instances,  was  cnielJj 
maltreated ;  yet,  through  good  report  and  evil  report,  honoured 
and  caressed  by  the  friends,  or  despised  and  persecuted  by  the 
enemies  of  religion,  he  failed  not  to  declare  the  whole  coun- 
sel of  God.  Nor  did  he  labour  in  vain,  but  was  the  instrament 
of  great  good  to  the  souls  of  many  ;  and  he  had  the  consola- 
tion, at  a  late  period  of  his  life,  to  hear  of  some  remarkable  io- 
stfinces,  in  which  his  early  labours  had  been  followed  widi  tr 
blessing  to  those  who  were  never  personally  known  to  him. 

But  while  this  excellent  man  was  thus  faithfully  and  success- 
ftilly  labouring  to  bring  sinners  to  Christ,  he  was,  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  harassed  with  the  most  distressing  doubts  re- 
specting his  own  interest  in  the  Redeemer;  and  though  he 
frequently  administered  seasonable  and  acceptable  words  of 
consolation  to  the  weary  and  heavy  laden^  his  own  soul  was 
bowed  down  with  sorrow.  Though  the  great  Head  of  the 
church  was  now  honouring  him  with  many  seals  to  his  minis- 
try, and  his  friends  were  abundantly  satisfied  respecting  bis 
call  for  the  work,  —  yet  the  state  of  his  mind  on  tnis  subject^ 
was  such  as  can  scarcely  be  conceived  by  those  who  have  not 
experienced  something'simijar.  His  ideas  of  the  awful  respon- 
sibility that  attaches  to  the  chai'acter  of  a  minister  of  the 
gospel,  were  accompanied  with  the  most  humiliating  and 
painful  apnrehensions  of  his  own  unworthiness  and  insuffi- 
ciency. He  was  now  strongly  tempted  to  relinquish  the  mi- 
nistry, into  which  he  feared  that  he  had  unwarrantably  in- 
truded himself;  but  was  restrained,  by  the  dread  of  adding 
the  guilt  of  treachery  to  that  of  rashness ;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  being  convinced  of  the  truth  and  iiftpoHance  of  the  doc- 
trines which  he  preached,  and  somewhat  encouraged  by  the 
5ttcces%  of  hi^  former  labours^  he  was  not  altogether  without 
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liope  that  the  Lord  mi^ht  be  pleased  to  put  honour  upon  bis 
word,  and  bless  the  ordinances  of  his  own  institution^  however 
uowortby  and  vile  the  instrument  by  whom  they  were  dis- 
pensed. He^  therefore,  determined  to  preach  to  others,  evea 
though  himself  should  prove  a  castaway. 

Mr.  Crole  was  suffered  to  continue  in  this  state  of  darkness' 
for  some  time  ;  and  while  it  lasted,  his  mind  was  often  so  en- 
.  th-ely  absorbed  in  gloomy  thought,  that  he  would  scarcely  have 
provided  himself  with  necessaries,  or  have  been  sensible  to  the 
want  of  them,  had  not  the  kind  remonstrances  of  his  iriends, 
and  a  rooted  dislike  to  the  verj'  appearance  of  affectation^ 
roused  him  to  pay  some  attention  to  tne  things  of  this  life. 

Under  the  pressure  of  this  burden  his  work  dragged  oa 
heavily,  and  he  grew  almost  weary  of  lile;  but  a:  length  the  light 
broke  in  upon  his  soul,  and  he  was  indulged  with  such  mani- 
festations of  divine  favour  as  entirely  removed  his  fears ;  a^d 
from  that  time  to  the  day  of  his  death,  it  is  believed  that  he 
never  once  doubted  his  interest  in  the  adopting  love  of  God, 
nor  his  call  to  the  work  of  the  ministry.  Mr.  Crole  returned 
to  London  about  the  vear  1776 :  that  he  first  preached  at  Cum- 
berland-street chapel;  where,  on  receiving  a  unanimous  call 
firom  the  people,  ne  was  ordained  to  the  pastoral  office;  and 
for  some  time  exercised  his  ministry  among  them  with  great 
acceptance,  unwearied  diligence,  and  considerable  success; 
but  some  differences  arising  in  the  congregation,  chiefly  re- 
specting forms  of  worship  and  church  order,  Mr.  Crole,  and 
a  considerable  number  both  of  the  church  and  congregation^ 
agreed  to  withdraw  peaceably,  and  to  adopt  the  independent 
mode  of  worship  and  discipline. 

This  respectable  Society,  united  in  the  strictest  bonds  of 
Christian  love,  continued  for  many  years  to  meet  at  Pinners* 
Hall  ;  and  have  lately  removed  to  Founders*  Hall.  Perhaps 
it  would  not  be  too  much  to  affirm,  that  this  congregation  and 
their  beloved  pastor  were  as  happy  in  each  other  as  mutual 
affection,  cherished  by  reciprocal  acts  of  kindness,  could  pos- 
sibly mak<^  them.  On  this  subject  Mr.Crole's  heart  overflowed 
with  joy  and  gratitude  to  the  day  df  his  death. 

By  a  clause  in  his  will,  he  expressly  desired  that  the  offici- 
ating minister  at  his  intefment  should  present  his  cordial  thanks 
iq  the  church  and  congregation  for  their  steady  attachment,  af- 
frctionate  sympathy,  and  unwearied  patience  under  the  disap- 
pointments and  inconveniences  arising  from  the  frequent  in- 
terruption of  his  ministerial  services;  and,  above  all;  for  the 
many  prayers  they  had  offered  on  his  account.  This  just 
tribute  to  Christian  friendship  was  accordingly  paid  by  the 
Rev.  A.  Waugh,  who  delivered  the  funeral  oration. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Crole  was  favoured  with  an  uncommon 
share  of  health  ;  and,  notwithstanding  his  other  engagements, 
nse4  to  preach  constantly  thrice^  and  occasionally  four  umesn 
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on  the  Lord*s  Day^  besides  a  lecUire  on  Wednesday  efycuing ; 
and  being,  from  experience  of  its  usefulness,  a  stretiuons  ad- 
vocate for  catechising  children,  one  ^evening  in  the  woek  wa» 
appropriated  to  this  important  and  delightful  employnient. 
Mr.  dole  was  remarkably  fond  of  children ;  and  none  could 
feel  more  strongly  than  he  did,  the  importance  of  the  rising 
generation.  Having  besides  a  happy  facility  and  a  most  en- 
gaging manner  in  illustrating'  and  enforcing  the  great  sub- 
jects of  religious  instruction,'  he  so  entirely  gained  the  affec- 
tions of  his  catechumens^i  that  these  weekly  exercisea  were  al- 
ways anticipated  with  pleasure,  as  they  are  still  remembered 
with  gratitude  by  many  who  had  the  happiness  to  attend  them, 
and  who,  it  is  hoped,  will  never  forget  the -tender  solicitude 
with  which  their  deceased  pastor  laboured  to  instil  into  their 
youthful  minds  the  knowledge  of  truth  and  the  love  of  virtue. 

During  the  last  iive  years  of  his  life,  Mr.  Crole  was  exercised 
with  great  bodily  affliction;  .which  he  bore  with  that ^ manly 
ibrtitnde  and  Christian  resignation  to  tlie  divine  will,  which 
nothing  but  real  religion  could  inspire,  and  which  were  evi- 
dently the  effects  of  faith  unfeigned.  So  far  was  he  from  re- 
pining, ev6n  when  tlie  symptoms  of  his  disorders  were  most 
almtming,  and  the  pain  most  excruciating,  that  he  always 
spoke  with  evident  butisfaction  of  the  honour  that  was  con- 
ferred on  him,  in  being  thus  called  to  experience  and  exem- 
plify the  power  ef  divine  ^race.  From  the  first  attack  of  his 
disorder  to  the  period  ot  its  fatal  termination,  he  was  re- 
peatedly given  over  by  the  most  skilful  physicians;  but,  con- 
trary to  the  expectations  of  all  his  friends,  was  several  times 
raised  from  the  borders  of  the  grave;  t^nd  each  time  appeared 
to  resume  his  work  with  more  fervent  zeal  for  the  glory  of 
God,  and  warmer  affections  for  the  souls  of  his  people^.  On 
some  of  these  occasions;  it  was  observed  by  his  friends,  that  he 
seemed  Jike  a  messenge^4j:om  the  invisible  world,  whose  lips 
bad  been  touched  with  a  live  cqal  from  the  altar.  So  anitnated 
and  so  affectionate  were  his  discourses,  and  his  prayers  were 
]^ured  fourth  in  so  elevated  a  strain  of  devotional  fervour, 
that  his  hearers  frequently  thought  their  dear  and  venerable 

Jastor  was  preaching  his  last  seru)on ;  and  that,  fdehng  in 
imself  the  sentence  of  death,  he  had  determined  to  spend  bis 
}ast  breath  in  beseeching  sinners  to  he  reconciled  to  (iod,  or 
^  exhorting  believers  to  stand  fast  in  the  l4ord.  He  could 
truly  say,  with  holy  Mr,  Baxter, 

««  I  preach  as  tho*  I  ne'er  should  preuch  again ; 
<*  And  like  a  dying  man  to  4ying  men."— 

Though  Mr.  Crole's  illness  \yas  of  long. continuance,  and  his 
dissolution  had  been  often  expected ;  yet,  in  the  event,  his 
ik:j|^ture  was  sudden ;  it  was  hkewise  jUancjuil  si,nd,  ^asy  {  and 
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to  himself,  a  desirable  and  happy  change  from  faith  to  sight,— 
from  hope  to  complete  and  everlasting  enjoyment. 

Mr.  Crdle  was  sixty-three  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  de- 
cease ;  and  had  been  thirty  years  a  preacher,  and  about  twenty- 
six  y-ears  pastor  of  a  church  wiiich  he  first  gathered,  and  which 
he  had  the  happiness  to  leave  in  a  very  prosperous  state.  He 
was  buried  in  Bunhili-fields,  on  Wednesday,  July  14,  when  the 
Ilev.  A,  Waugh  delivered  a  very  suitable  address  to  as  large  and 
respectable  an  assembly  as,  perhaps,  were  ever  collected  on  a 
similar  occasion.  On  the  following  Lord*s  Day  a  funeral- 
sermon  was  preached  at  Founders'  Hall,  by  the  Rev.  M.Wilks, 
from  9.  Sam.  iii.  38. 

'  In  whatever  view  we  contemplate  the  character  of  this  sen- 
vant  of  the  living  God,  we  shall  find  him  entitled  to  a  very 
high  degree  of  respect,  and  worthy  of  the  imitation  of  those 
vruo  stand  in  the  same  relations  lo  society,  and  to  the  church 
of  Christ. 

As  a  husband  and  father,  he  was  prudent,  affectionate,  and 
faithful  in  the  discharge  of  every <luty  resulting  from  tliose 
interesting  relations*!— As  an  instructor  of  youth,  his  ability 
and  integrity  were  generally  confessed  and  admired.  —  As  a 
menaber  of  civil  society,  he  w»s  not  only  remarkably  inoffen- 
sive, but  always  ready  to  do  good  to  the  souls  and  bodies  of 
his  fellow-creatures  of  every  denomination.  — As  a  Christian, 
he  exemplified  the  meekness,  the  dignity,  and  the  purity  of 
Christianity :  —  In  him,  religion  appeared  at  once  venerable, 
dignified,  and  engaging.  —  As  a  mmister  of  the  gospel,  he  wns 
not  less  diligent  in  the  study  than  animated  in  the  pulpit.  He 
despised  the  meanness,  and  abhorred  the  dishonesty  of  deliverr 
ing  crude  and  indigested  discourses  to  those  whose  improve- 
ment in  knowledge  and  establisment  in  faith,  —  whose  com- 
fort, growth  in  grace,  and  salvation,  were  not  only  the  pro- 
fessed objects  of  his  minisUy,  but  objects  dearer  to  him  thah 
life  itself.  He  was  unwearied  in  his  endeavours  to  get  at  the 
mind  of  the  Spirit  in  the  oracles  of  truth  ;  unres€frved  and  un- 
daunted in  communicating  the  result  of  his  enquiries.  It  was 
his  constant  study  to  shew  himself  approved  unto  God,  a  work- 
man that  need  not  be  ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of 
truth.  Not  walking  in  craftiness,  or  handling  the  word  of 
God  deceitfully;  but,  by  manifestation  of  the  truth,  com- 
mending himself  to  every  man's  conscience  as  in  the  sight  of 
God.     . 

Mr.Crole  published  but  little.    All  th^pieces  that  have  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  present  writer,  are  thef^Uowing:  — 

1.  Theotekton ;  or  Meditations  on  Mark  vi.  3. 

2.  Practical  Remarks  on  Religious  Profession  in  jgeneral^  and 
•nthe  Nature  and  Advantitges  of  Evangelical  Churches. 

S«  A^ejrmon^  preached  at  the  opening  of  Cheshunt  College, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


(.430    > 
ON  ENVY. 


No  disposition  of  the  hnmati  mind  is  more  baneful  in  \t9 
iofiuence  and  effects  than  Envy  :  it  may  well  be  termed,  *^'  A 
miserable  Affection  (a)  ;'*  and  yet,  perhaps,  there  is  no  one  to 
which  we  are  naturally  more  prone ;"  Tlie  spirit  that  is  in  us 
lusteth  to  envy  (b).*^  Superior  talents,  accomplishments,  pos- 
sessions, or  prospects,  excite  this  temper,  and  feed  it ;  and  it 
is  easily  discoverable  by  expressions  which  have  a  tendency 
to  undermine  or  lessen, the  reputation,  &c.  of  the  objects  of  it ; 
—  an  eagerness  to  discern  some  defects  in  them,  —  and  a  de- 
light to  report  and  aggravate  it. 

Many  arguments  mi^ht  be  urged  against  this  tenjpei':  — 
tbe  following  are  deducible  from  Scripture  :  — 

1.  It  is  a  work  of  the  flesh  (c)-,  and,  if  reigning,  is  a  proof 
«f  uaregeneracy  (d). 

S.  It  brings  its  own  punishment  (e). 

S.  It  is  represented  as  exceeding  other  sins  in  its  effects  (/)} 
and  always  connected  with  other  sins  (g). 

4.  It  is  recorded  as  a  principal  ingredient  in  the  guilt  of  those 
who  crucified  the  Lord  of  Glory  (k). 

5.  It  is  a  main  spring  in  persecution  (i). 

6.  In  the  future  predicted  state  of  the  church,  it  shall  be 
done  away  (k). 

7.  We  are  expressly  commanded  to  lay  it  aside  (I). 

8.  It  is  directly,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  love  and  die  fear 
o{God(m). 

Let  all,  especially  professors  of  godliness,  consider  this  sub- 
ject with  that  attention  and  seriousness  which  it  demands  and 
desenres.  Our  conversation  too  often  has  a  taint  of  this 
temper.  The  prayer  which  many  use  eveiy  JSahbath,  will  well 
suit  all ;  —  "  From  all  Envy,  good  Lord  deliver  us  !" 

Westminster.  S— . 

(a)  Spectator,  No.  XIX.  (6)  James  iv.  ^.        ^ 

(f)  Gal.  V.  21.     Rom.  i.  29.     i  Cor.  iii.  3.  (J)  Titus  iii.  3. 

(<*)  Job  V.  2.    Isaiahxxvi.  ti.     Prov.  xiv.  30.  (f)  Prov.  xxvii. 4. 

(^)  James  iii.  16.  (/i)  Mat.  xxvii.  18.     Marie  xv.  10. 

(/)  Actsv.  17,  margin.     Actsxiii.  45*  xvii,  5.  (k)  Isaiah  xi.i3« 

(/}  X  Fet.ii.  X.  Rom.  xiii.  i j.  (m)  1  Cor.  Xiii.  4.  Pror.  xxiri*  17. 
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THE  MISERABLE  KsTIDEL. 

(Taken  from  the  Connecticut  EvangeHcal  Magazine.) 

Sir,  To  the  Editor. 

It  has  often  bec«  observed,  that  the  greatest  degree  of  error  and  stupi- 
dity concerning  moral  obligation  and  duty,  and  a  state  of  retribution 
in  the  world  to  come,  is  found  in  certain  persons  who  have  been  the 
subjects  of  serious  impressions,  and  by  long  resisting  their  own  con. 
^ienc^s  anA  the  striving  ot  God's  Spirit,  haVe  provoked  him  to  leave 
fhem  to  their  own  blindness  and  lusts.  As  a  warning  to  otliers,  I  have 
Jtransmitte-d  you  the  following  instance  :  — 

A  MAN  who  possessed  reason  and  sagacity  above  thf  conimoji 
proportion,  and  about  the  age  of  thirty,  fell  into  such  a  stale  of 
jdebiUty  as  rendered  him  incapable  ot  much  attention  to  busi- 
ness. Before  this,  he  had  discovered  an  inordinate  attachment 
to  property,  and  omitted  neither  dili<i^enc<*,  nor  art,  nor  i>arsi- 
mony,  to  obtain  it.  His  state  was  called  Hypochon(hit\c  by  liis 
neighbours;  for  a  certain  recluseness  of  temper  prevented  his 
communicating  to  them  the  distracting  feelings  of  his  mind. 
V^Tien  he  was  in  this  state,  1  accidentally  passed  a  day  in  his 
/company.  After  a  short  conversation,  I  discovered  marks  of  a 
wounded  conscience,  and  tojd  him  my  suspicion,  that  his  whole 
disorder  proceeded  from  ttnxiety  on  spiritual  accounts.  Tinding 
I  bad  detected  his  feelings,  he  made  a  frank  acknowledgment 
It  was  the  case  ;  but  solicited  that  it  might  remain  a  secret  with 
me.  He  toKl  me  of  sundry  times,  in  his  past  life,  when,  for 
gliort  seasons,  his  constience  had  continually  accused  him. 
Pe  had  seen  himself  to  be  a  sinner,  if  there  were  any  truth  in 
the  scriptures*  and  he  dreaded  an  appearance  before  God,  as 
jLhe  most  awful  of  all  events  ;  still  he  could  not  bear  to  think  of 
another  kind  of  life,  and  of  parting  with  those  worldly  designs 
which  had  governed  his  past  conduct-  lie  snid  he  had  been  ma- 
ny months  m  this  situation  j  and  something  continually  sounded 
|n  his  ears  that  he  was  a  sinner,  that  he  must  die  and  come  to 
judgment,  and  witlioul  another  slate  of  lieart,  must  be  anlser- 
able;  but,  added  he,  **  I  cannot ^jart  with  my  worldly  schcincs. 
I  must  again  be  a  man  of  busuiess;  1  have  just  laid  a  foun- 
dation for^success;  and  if  I  give  way  to  thc:»e  apprehensions, 
there  is  an  end  of  my  prospects.  This  I  own  to  be  the  cause  of  all 
my  gloom,  and  if  1  could  put  anof  her  world,  and  my  own  pre- 
parations for  it  out  of  sight,  I  should  again  be  a  haj  py 
man.** 

1  immediately  perceived,  that  althougli  he  felt  some  convic- 
tion of  the  ,truth,  he  was  contending  whh  one  who  will  prevail. 
I  set  before  him  the  danger  of  resisting  such  impressions ;  the 
folly  of  preferring  au  avaricious  life  of  gain  to  the   immortal 
XI.  '3  I 
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interest  of  his  soul ;  and  the  superior  wisdom  of  suhordinating 
all  our  worldly  labours,  views,  and  hopes  to  our  eternal  well- 
being.  I  endeavoured  to  shew  him  his  true  state,  his  need  of 
another  heart,  the  danger  of  his  beinu;  left  to  a  most  ruinous 
blindness,  and  to  eternal  misery.  After  much  solemn  conver- 
sation, we  parted. 

Nearly  a  year  from  this  tidfie,  we  had   another  opportunity 
for  free  discourse.     It  was  sought  by  himself,  wiUi  an  evident 
design  to  confront  and  reproach  me,  for  the  exhortiition  I  had 
given  him  with  the   most  friendly  intention.     I  instantly  saw 
that  his  seriousness  was  departed,  and  his  conscience   seared. 
By  his  own  account,  he  continued  several   monihs  longer  in 
that  state  of  apprehension  and  resistance  to  the  truth  which  has 
been  described ;  when  he  came  to  the  rash  opinion,  that  the 
'whole  of  his  past  feelings  were  but  an  hypochondriac   gloom; 
and  supportea   himself  by  the  following  argument:  —  ''You 
know  that  hypochondriacism   is  a  false  imagination   of  the 
mind  ;  and  within  one  week  after  I  detected  my  folly  in  beina; 
so  anxious  for  another  world,  I  became  well  and  happy,  and 
have  so  continued/*     He  further  added,  I  now  think  that  all 
the  notions  1  have  had  concerning  the  holiness  of  God,  and 
the  rewards  of  another  world,  are  false.     As  to  sin,  it  is  evi- 
dent  there  can  be  no  such  thing  ;  nor  shall  I  any  iti ore  exist 
after  this  body  dies,  than  those  trees  before  us  will  exist  hereafter, 
and  be  happy  or  miserable.'*     '  But,'  replied  I,  *  is  it  not  a 
gloomy  thought,  that  your  existence    will  cease  when  your 
body  dies?*    '^  As  for  that/'  he  answered,  *'  I  cannot  help  it; 
and  we  must  make  the  most  of  what  we  have/'     I  perceived 
him  determined  not  to  think,  lest  it  should  make  him  unhappy; 
and  on  my  solicitously  urging  him  to  review  the  momentous 
subject,  he   became  peevish,  and  said   1   was  trying  to  give 
myself  importance  in   the   world,    by  all  I  said  concerning 
religion. 

His  life,  for  several  years  after  this,  was  such  as  might  be  ex- 
pected from  his  principles.  Kiches  were  his  idol.  His  parsimony 
.  preserved  him  from  li(;eiitious  excess.  Honest  men  delestca 
the  principles  by  which  they  saw  him  to  be  governed.  His  un- 
principled associates  were  afraid  of  falling  under  his  power. 
There  was  something  in  his  countenance  indescribeable,  that 
marked  him  for  another  Cain  ;  and  while  many,  through  neces- 
sity, resorted,  to  him  for  assistance,  there  was  not  a  man  on 
earth  that  loved  him.  Passing  over  several  parts  of  his  con- 
duct, which  cvidejitly  proceeded  from  an  endeavour  to  erase 
from  his  mind  a  sense  of  moral  obligation,  of  sin,  and  a  state 
where  impertinent  sinners  shall  receive  a  reward  according?  to 
their  deeds,  I  shall  now  come  to  his  death-bed.  A  just  Pro- 
Tidlence  forbade  him  a  long  state  of  decay>  as  a  season  of  admo- 
nition and  preparation  for  eternity.  He  had  his  call  before, 
and  it  was  rejected.    An  awful  accident  in  a  moment  placed 

him 
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him  in  H  hopeless  stat^,  and  wiiliin  two  days  of  his  exit  from 
Ihis  world.  This  accident,  though  fatal,  did  not  immediateljr 
affect  his  head ;  and  the  powers  of  reason  were  in  full 
strength. 

Now,  behold,  the  man  who  exploded  moral  obligation,  denied 
the  existence  of  sin,  determined  there  was  no  future  life,  and 
consequently  no  punishment  for  him  ;  and  all  this  for  the  sake 
of  gaining  and  enjoyine  this  world  without  the  molestations  of 
his  own  conscience.  Irue  it  is,  that,  in  this  awful  moment, 
he  was  left  to  a  great  degree  of  judicial  blindness  concerning 
another  world,  the  nature  of  hopeful  preparation  for  death, 
and  the  just  and  eternal  reward  of  sin  ;  but  misery  and  dismay 
rose  upon  him  from  a  quarter  he  did  not  expect.  His  beloved 
scheme  of  ceasing  to  exist  at  death,  became  his  terror*  '^  And 
have  I  now,"  said  he,  *^  done  with  existence^  .Shall  I  pre- 
sently cease  to  think,  to -see,  to  feel  ?  Am  I  to  exist  but  a  few 
inouients  filled  with  pain,  and  then  lie  down  to  be  nothing  for 
ever?  I  am  pained  for  the  fruits  of  my  labour;  — I  have  la- 
boured for  nothing ;  -^  I  cannot  bid  farewell  to  th«  earnings 
of  so  many  years.'  ' 

On  being  told,  by  one  who  had  not  known  his  previous 
opinions.  That  he  certainly  should  exist ;  and  that  the  future 
being  of  men  was  indicated  by  nature,  and  made  sure  by 
scriptural  evidence,  an  aspect  of  still  greater  horror  settled  oa 
his  countenance  ;  and,  alter  a  pause  of  a  minute,  he  replied, 
^*  If  those  Scriptures  are  true,  eternity  will  be  more  dreadful 
»to  me  than  the  loss  of  being.  I  will  not  believe  them ;  yet,  how 
dreadful  the  idea  of  sinking  into  eternal  thoughtless  night !"  — 
This  struggle  of  feeling  lasted  but  a  few  mmutes  before  this 
miserable  man  either  sunk  into  the  eternal  sleep  which  he 
dreadefl,  or  opened  his  eyes  in  an  eternity  to  him  mor« 
dreadfiil !  - 

Such  are  the  dying  comforts  of  impiety  and  infidelity,  Thus> 
at  last,  will  the  excuses  and  pleas  of  irreligion  torment  those 
who  adopt  them  in  their  lives  to  quiet  an  accusing  conscience^ 
.and  resist  the  w^mings  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  striven  \.ith 
men.  This  is  a  fearful  example  of  that  blindness  into  which 
many  are  left  judicially  to  fall,  thro'grieving  the  Spirit  of  grace. 

To  this  striking  Narrative,  we  beg  leave  to  add  the  following  im^ 
pressive  Passage  from  a  Sermon,  on  S  Pet.  ii,  1 1,  delivered  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Mason,  of  Nen)  York,  trfien  in  London,  and 
communicated  by  a  Friend  mho  heard  it :  — 

"  '  —  But  there  are  npen  who  set  up  for  wise  men :  they 
hate  discovered  the  imposture,  they  have  found  out  the  cheat ; 
they  wish  to  unshackle  you,  —  they  would  release  you  from 
your  thraldom.  From  your  thraldom  !  What,  from  the  thral- 
douL  of  Q.hQpe  of  the  everlasting  kingdom  ?     Do  you  wish  to  b(^ 
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released  from  such  thraldom  r  God  have  mercy  on  yoa  if  votf 
do!  Have  they  aii^ht  to  give  in  compromise?  Cun  they 
tell  us  what  awaits  liyond  that  grave?  No;  if  they  think  at 
all,  it  is  darkness,  uncertainty,  and  dread  coiyecuire.  The 
laugh,  of  a  fool  is  a  miserable  exchange  for  an  eternal  hope* 
Why,  cruel  philosopher,  would  you  take  away  the  joy  of  my 
heart  ?  Why  would  you  remit  me  to  the  mekncholjr  thought 
of  no  paternal  providence,  no  redeeming  love?  Enjoy  your 
guilt  alone ;  —  breathe  out  your  complaints  to  the  woods  and  tof 
the  rocks;— curse  not  wif  with  yotir  discoveries,  nor  kill  me 
with  your  truths.  Oh,  comfortless  Heavens!  Oh,  melancholy 
earth!  Oh,  gloomy  world  f  Oil,  wretched  nature!  without 
the  prospect  of  an  entrance  into  the  Master's  kingdom.  How 
loudfthe  winds  howl  I  How  loud  the  waves-  roar  f  How  cruel 
the  storm  f  Tossed  hither  and  thither  by  the  tempest,  directed 
by  no  pilot,  but  where  Lethe  flows,  where  the  blaek  river  of 
Oblivion  rolls  f  Oh  f  no,  no,  no ;  not  upon  such  terras.  Keep 
your  discoveries  :  -*-  we  won't  give  up  our  hope  #>f  ^^  an  en- 
trance  into  the  kingdom  ;*'  and  we  will  press  closer  to  our. 
hearts  the  precious  volume  which  reveals  it  t^  u».  This  is  the 
anchor  of  our  souls/' 


BIBLICAL     CRITICISM. 

Tor  he  igid,  Because  the  Lord  h(iih  sworn  that  the  Lord  trilf 
hent  Kar  with  Anmlck^fromgateratioH  to  generation. 

Exodus  xvii.  \6^ 

SA0Riif  says  *,  That  the  Hebrew, of  this  text  is  equivocal :  it 
signifies*  literally,  **  becaiise  of  the  hand  on  the  throne  of  God, 
war  of  God  ai^aiinst  Amaiek  from  generation  lo  generation  :  " 
ami  from'  Patrick,  he  observes.  That  it  is  pretended  that,  io 
some  countries,  to  put  the  hand  upon  the  throne  was  a  cere- 
mony tha«  attended  a  solemn  oath  ;  as^  laying  it  on  the  altar 
was  in  otlier  places.  Thi*  wa«  a»urvuch  as  our  laying  the  hand 
on  the  Bible :  a  principal  external  character  of  an  oath.. 
Whence  Juvenal  says,  Atheists  do  intrepidos  altaria  iangertf 
touch  the  altars  boUlly  without  trembling  f ;  that  is,  make 
no  conscience  of  an  oath. 

Evening,  and  Morning,  qnd  at  Ne>on\  zcill  Iprettf.-^  Ps,lv.  17 

The  frcc]4iency  iind  the  particular  seasons  of  prayer  are 
circumstances  chielly  connected  with  the  situation  and  dispo- 
sition of  snch  p.  vsons  as  habituate  themselves  to  this  exercise; 
but  from  a  singular  conformity  of  practice,  in  persons  remote^ 

*  Disscrtationa,  vol,  i.  p.  533.  f  Sat.  xm.v.  8. 
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tottastoa^e  and  place,  it  appears  probable  that  some  idea 
must  have  obtained  generally,  that  it  was  expedient  and  ac- 
ceptable to  pray  three  times  every  day.  Such  was  the  prac- 
tice of  David,  and  also  of  Daniel  *  ;  and  as  a  parallel,  tho'  as 
far  as  connected  with  an  idolatrous  system,  a  different  case,  we 
are  inforraed^,  that  "  It  is  an  invariable  rule  with  the  Bramins 
to  perform  their  devotions  three  limes  every  day :.  at  sun-rise^ 
at  ooon^  and  at  sun-set  f/' 

REFLECTIONS- 

As  an  oath  is  for  confirmation  X,  and  is  a  solemn  appeal  to 
^n  omni^ient  God,  particular  care  should  be  taken  so  to  ad- 
minister it,  as  to  make  a  due  impression  on  the  mind,  of  its 
sacred  nature  and  obligation.  God  himself  ha&,  by  this  mean?, 
ratified  the  most  important  engagements,  and  has  secured  to 
Us  the  most  valuable  blessings.  By  this  means,  an  inexhaust- 
ible source  of  consolation  is  opened  to  the  heirs  of  promise/ 
For  the  enjoyment  of  these  privileges,  they  should  pray  with-^ 
out  ceasing,  ever  remembering  that  it  is  the  command  of 
Christ  that  men  should  always  pray,  and  not  faint.  The  re-» 
turns  of  prayer,  while  they  retiect  praise  upon  God,  convey  to 
the  soul  the  rich  blessings  of  grace  and  peace ;  and  that  sacred 
intercourse  which  he  maintains  with 'Heaven,  will  be  found 
powerfully  conducive  in  promoting  his  meetness  for  that  glo- 
rious state. 

St.Jlban's.  '  K 

•  Sec  chajf.  vi.  rer.  lO. 

t  See  M-iuric€'$  Indian  Antiq.  vol.r.  p.  129,        f  Heb*  vi.  i^,* 


THE  ADVANTAGES  OF  REUGION. 

A  FAMILIAR  CONVERSATION 
'Bt?^WEEN  A  COUNTRY  MINISTER  AND  A  DAY-LABOURER^ 

The  Minister  wa$  walking  in  the  country  one  evening,  zclten  he 
saw  a  poor  man,  xcho  seemingly  wished  to  overtake  him.  Of 
course  he  halted,  and  the  countryman "  came  up,  and  thu$ 
ienan :  — 

Lab{mrer^  Well,  Sir,  what  do  you  think  of  these  wars  now? 

Minister.  Why,  my  friend,  I  think  God  has  permitted  tire 
war  to  break  out  again,  because  there  is  so  much  wickedness  ia 
Ibe  land  ;  we  are  such  a  nation  ot  siniKirs  I 

i.  But  don't  you  tliink  there  will  be  peace  soon  ? 

M,  No,  J  am  afraid  not;  and  for  the  same  reason. 

L.  Well,  I  think  you  arc  about  the  mark ;  for  one  cannot 
g^  into  a  public-hgu3e  without  seeing  a  great  deal  of  wickedr 
iiess  going  on.  oigtized^^y Google 
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Aid  It  i&  surprizing  to  see  how  men  grow  bolder  and  faoMer 
in  their  sin,  1  wish  all  our  churches  and  chapels  were  as  well 
filled  as  the  public-houses  are.  But  I  hope,  my  friend,  you  gc^ 
to  church  or  meeting  on  the  Sabbath  f 

i.  O  yes  !  I  amjorctd  to  go  every  Sunday. 

M.  Well,  I  am  glad  to  find  you  do  go  ;  but  it  is  better  to 
go  tt'illingli/  than  be  forced  to  it.  God  loves  that  we  should 
»erYe  him  with  a  ready  mind :  however,  i  suppose  it  is  your 
wife  that  compels  you  to  go  ? 

X*.  Yes,  it  is ;  lor  you  see  she  always  goes  herself,  and  she 
won't  let  me  stay  away. 

Af.  Then,  I  imagine,  your  wife  fores  to  go  ? 

Xf.  Aye,  I  believe  she  doe»  ;  she  would  not  miss  upon  any 
account  when  she  is  well.  She  has  becil  in  this  way  ever  since 
i  knew  her. 

M.  I  am  pleased  to  hear  you  say  so,  for  I  know  you  have 

a  good  minister.     Mr. is  a  good  preacher;  so  that  I 

liope  you  will  go  cheerfully  with  your  wife ;  for  if  you  were  to 
mind  all  Mr. says  to  you,  it  would  be  better  for  you. 

L.  But,  besides  this,  my  wife  goes  among  the  Methodists: 
she  has  been  of  that  party  many  a  year. 

M.  Well,  never  mind  that ;  if  she  gets  good  to  her  sonl, 
don't  you  say  a  word  against  it.  I  hope  you  go  with  her  some- 
times ;  for  tno*I  am  no  Methodist  myself*,  I  think  they  arcconi- 
mendable  in  going  about  preaching  among  you  country  people. 

Jii.  I  have  nothing  to  say  against  them  ;  but  I  seldom  go,— * 
for  every  one  to  their  own  way  of  thinking. 

jjf.  So  I  say;  and  1  therefore  beg  you  again  to  keep  to  your 
church  with  your  good  wife. 

X#.  Aye,  she  is  a  good  wit'e  indeed  ;  for  you  see  we  have  been 
married  these  (28  years,  and  she  has  been  a  rare  wife  tome; 
the  is  so  indujitriousand  careful.  Though  we  have  eight  chil- 
dren, there  are  no  poor  working  people,  as  one  may  say,  better 
off.  My  wife  is  so  saving,  that  she  won't  let'  any  tiling  be 
Wasted.  She  has  hardly  ever  spent  a  penny  in  a  public-house 
since  1  had  her ;  for  1  say  to  her  when  she  goes  to  market, '  Why 
don't  you  get  a  sup  of  ale  f  But  she  says,  "  No,  I  can  lay  out 
the  pence  in  something  for  the  children."  So  she  goes  and 
comes  without  tasting  a  drop  from  year's  end  toyjear's  end. 

M.  I  am  very  glacl>  my  friend,  to  hear  such  a  good  acconnt 
of  yqur|vvife.  JSow  let  me  ask.  Don't  you  think  religion  has 
made  her  a  better  wife;  and  a  better  mother  than  if  slie  had  no 
leligion  ? 

L.  Yes,  I  atn  sure  of  that, 

M,  Their,  if  religion 'lias  jynade  your  wife  so  good,  would  it 
not  make  you  good  likewise,  if  you  were  to  know  it,  and  feel  ^ 
its  power  ? 

i.  1  suppose  it  would  ;  but  you  see  one  does  not  mind  it  as 
one  should. 

M.  Y OH  speak  truth,  my  friend  j  and^i^^yi^©!  you  how  I 
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».ccount  for  it — you  go  to  church  and  bear  good  instiTictions  ; 
but  you  are  a  forgetful  hearer.  For  instance,*  you  hear  Mr, 
*  speaking  to  you  about  believing  in  Christ  that  you  maj 

be  saved  ;  but  you  hardly  ever  ask  yourself  what  it  means ;  for 
vou  lose  all  your  good  thoughts  when  you  leave  the  church, 
"lie  also  exhorts  you  to  pray  ;  but  you  neglect  it.  Now  I  a^i 
pretty  certJiin  your  wife  prays  to  God,  and  perhaps  often. 

L,  Yes,  Sir,  that  she  does,  every  night  of  her  life. 

M.  I  really  thouehtso ;  and  I  wish  you  would  do  so  too,  for 
remember,  that  a  life  of  prayer  in  this  wprld,  leads  to  a  life  of 
praise  in  the  next. 

JL.  Why,  as  to  that,  you  see,  one  conies  home  tired  at  night; 
and  as  1  have  to  get  up  by  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  there'i 
but  little  time. 

Jf .  But  if  you  were  in  good  earnest  about  your  soul,  yoa 
Tvouki  find  time  for  prayer.  Believe  me,  my  friend,  that  pray- 
ing people  are  the  happiest  people  in  the  worW:—asIry our  wife, 
and  §he  will  tell  you  the  same  thing. 

L.  Why,  Sir,  I  suppose  you  say  true,  for  my  wife  is  very 
nappy  ;  and  I  am  sure  she  makes  me  and  the  children  as  com*- 
for  table  as  she  can. 

itf.  Very  well  :  — and  now  lam  persuaded  you  think  your 
wife  is  going  to  Heaven. 

L.  Ove9»  I  believe  she  is  ;  if  she  don't,  I  don't  know  who  will. 

31".  Then,  ought  you  not  to  be  thinking  how  you  rhust  get  ' 
to  Heaven  yourself?  There  is  but  one  way;  your  wife  has  found 
it :  it  is  a  life  of  prayer,  of  faith  in  Christ,  of  loving  God,  and 
serving  him  sincerely,  and  from  the  heart.  Now  Christ  says, 
'*^  One  thmg  is  needful  ;"  that  is,  true  religion.  And  he  also 
«ays  to  tfs,  *'  Labour  not  for  the  meat  which  perisheth,  but 
for  that  meat  which  endureth  unto  everlasting  Jife.'*  Yet  lie 
does  not  mean  that  we  should  cease  to  labour  for  our  daily- 
bread,  but  that  we  should  labour  chiefly  for  the  blessing  of  hi^ 
grace,  which  ends  in  everlasjting  Hfe.  This  is  the  course  youi^ 
wife  is  pursuing ;  and  when  she  comes  to  die,  everlasting  life 
will  be  her  portion.  But  will  it  not  be  a  dreadful  thing  if 
your  wife  and  .you  should  be  separated  at  death  for  ever  t 

L    Aye,  if  that  does  take  place,  it  will  be  dreadful  indeed  ! 

M.  Well,  I  firmly  believe  your  wife  is  going  to  Heaven ;  but 
where  are  you  going?  She  chuses  to  go  there;  but  you  seem 
not  to  wish  to  go  with  her.  If  ihe  grace  of  God  does  not  pre- 
vent, and  you  should  die  in  your  present  state,  you  will  cer- 
tainly go  to  Hell  at  last.  O  consider  how  awful  it  will  be,  if, 
after  having  lived  so  many  happy  years  with  your  wife,  you 
must  be  parted  for*  ever!  Think  seriously  of  this,  my  friend; 
and  I  sincerely  wish  that  you,  your  wife  and  children,  may 
all  meet  in  Heaven  together. 

Here  the  minister  and  his  companion  parted  ;  the  latter  ap- 
parently struck  with  what  he  had  heard ;  and  the  former  lifting 
up  his  soul  for  a  divine  blessing  to  attend  the  iuten^iew.     II. 
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PXTRACT  FROM  DUBOSC, 

Sir,  To  the  Editor. 

}f  the  inclosed  translation  of  Dubosc.merits^a  place  in  your  Evangelic^ 
Ma£2izine^  youwill^  by  an  insertion,  oblige 

Yours,  Uc.  &c, 

Efsilqn  Pi* 

TflE  bunch  of  hyssop,  used  tinder  the  Jewish  oeconomy^ 
^as  composed  in  a  remarkable  manner;  the  directions  given 
j)y  God,  were,  that  it  should  be  hyssop,  tied  with  wool  a:id  died 
in  purple,  and  fastened  at  the  end  with  a  twig  of  cedar ;  froin 
irhich  we  perceive  three  thing$  expressly  marked  and  pre-> 
bribed  J  namely,  the  Bunch  of  Hyssop,  the  Scarlet  WopU  ancl 
the-Twig  of  Cedar,  typical  and  emblematical  of  the  ^ay  ii^ 
yrhich  the  blood  of  Jesus  is  sprinkled  upon  the  conscience  of  ^ 
pinner:  for  Gqd  produces  in  us  Repentance,  faith,  and  incor- 
Tuptiop,  which  correspond  with  the  hyssop,  scarlet  wool,  an^ 
cediir;  repentance  represented  by  the  hyssop,  faith  by  the  scar- 
let wool,  and  incorrupliqn  by  the  cedar.  And  repentance  is 
certanly  an  effectual  hyssop;  it  humbles  the  sinner  before  God^ 
it  shows  him  his  misery,  his  nothingness,  and  bis  vilenessj 
pblijjes  him  to  cast  himself  in  the  dust,  where^  covered  with 
conlusion,  he  confesses  his  guilt  cmd  pollution,  and  implore^ 
%\\e  divine  mercy.  }t  i3  a  hy^op  whose  sap  i§  sharp  and  poign-: 
ant,  exciting  piercing  sensations  in  the  conscience,  deeply 
wounded  with  remorse  for  his  sins  ;  it  is  a  hyssop  of  a  bitter 
taste,  producing  apguish  and  conyiction  in  penitent  souls ;  it  i^ 
It  hyssop  of  a  sweet  taste,  for  it  iinparts  the  agreeable  flavour  of 
conversion  and  reformation  in  sinnej::^:  it  is  a  purifying  hys* 
$op,  cleansing  the  soul  from  the  phlegm  of  ^in,  and  adminis- 
tering comfort  to  the  disordered  conscienpe.  Faith  is  the  pur- 
ple wool,  because  faith  embraces  and  applies  the  righteousness 
of  the  Son  of  God,  which  is  the  red  wool  of  that  divine  Lamb 
who  bore  the  sins  of  the  world  }  wool  dyed  in  the  purple  stream 
of  his  blood,  to  serve  as  a  covert  for  our  sins,  and  conceal  thein 
from  the  view  of  eternal  justice^  Lastly,  the  incorruption  of 
the  soul  was  most  admirably  prefigured  by  the  cedar,  which  is 
not  subject  te  decay  or  rot.  Thus  God  applies  the  blood  of 
Chrisi,  and  efficaciiously  sprinkles  us  when  lie  produces  in  us 
the  hyssop  of  repentance,  the  scarlet  wool  of  faith,  and  the  ce-i 
dar  of  incon'iiption,  to  render  us  paUakers  of  the  merits  of  the 
Kedeemer.  By  repentance  we  must  seek  this  divine  Saviour ; 
by  faith  we  irrtist  embrace  him;  by  incoriuption  we  must  follow 
and  boldly  tread  the  steps  he  trod.  Repentance  draws  us 
near  him,  faith  unites  us  to  him,  and  incorruption  establishes 
and  builds  us  upon  him^  and  by  it  we  become  partakers  of  all 
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;.    BJEVELATION  CONFIRMED  BY  NATURE. 

TotheEdiiot^ 

1»Q,  daiflike  the  present,  when  all  the  artillery  of  infidelity  is  levelled 

irgtilhst  koTelatkHiy' a»^o  its  authenticity,  its  necessity,  and  its  tendency, 

—any  rcnlarks  which  appear  calculated  to  con6mj  or  explain  "  the 

'gcM>d  wbrd of  God,'*  Will  be,  doubtless,  acceptable  to  those  who  wish 

to  know  the  "certainty  of  the  words  of  truth  :"    and  as  infidels  are 

iiow  tauntingly  saying,  «•  Where  is  the  prpmise  of  his  coming?*'    &c. 

if  you  conceive  the  following  passage  likely  to  shew  the  possibility,  yea 

.   certainty  of  that  declaration,  —  **  That  the  heavens  and  earth  which 

.  arfunpw,  are  reserved  unto  fire,"— and  **that  the  earth  andaU   the 

w^Aji  tb%%  are  tbcreiu  ihall  be  burned  up,"  your  inserting  it  will 

'  4ibl%d 

Your  sincere  friend,  ' 


. «  .  Wb  come  aext  tx)  sp^eak  of  that  provision  which 

is  madein  nature  for  that  universal  cofiflagration  which  shall 
otte  cUy  consume  the  earthy  aod  cause  the  '^  elements  to  meljt 
with  fervent  he^x."* 

"  God  has,  ever  since  the  creation  of  the  world,  made  use  of 
natural  causes  and  me€m8  to  execute  his  designs.;  he  has  already 
employed  the  agency  of  the  winds  and  waters  to  destroy  the 
earthy  for  the  punishment  of  that  wicked  race  of  men  who 
wereits  first  inhabitants ;  and  will,  in  like  manner,  depute  th^ 
fire  to  be  the  minister  of  his  vengeance  on  the  second  earthy 
and  to  consume  those  wicked  persons  who  shall  disgrace  it  by 
their  ungodly  lives.  It  is,  therefore,  very  probable  to  suppose, 
5dbat,  instead  of  creating  new  fire  for  this  purpose,  he  will  em- 
ploy that  which  is  already  laid  up  in  nature's  store-house  ;  the 
&re  is4n  readiness  under  our  feet  and  over  our  heads,  and  only 
waits  the  word  of  command,  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  Almighty! 
£ut,  as  In  the  antediluvian  world,  men  did  not  consider  what 
vast  reservoirs  of  water  were  kept  in  store  above  in  the  heavens, 
and  abo.in  the  great. deep,  underneath  in  the  earth  ^  and  there- 
fore looked  upon  those  warnings  and  premonitions  that  were 
Sixea.  ihem  of  the  approaching  deluge,  as  fables  and  idle 
reams ;  so  the  men  of  this  generation,  not  seeing  the  fire  that 
-does  qqtually  su^rpund  them  on  every  side,  give  no  credit  to 
wiiattts.  told  them  of  the  universal  eonfiagration  of  the  last  day, 
^  AUfnatnre  is  replete ^with  that  active  principle  or  element 
•hicii  we  Call  Firft;  andiwbich  nothing  but  the  haad  of  God  r^- 

*  a  Pet,  iii.   lo,  12, 
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Strains  from  breaking  loose,  till  that  appointed  time,  when  he 
shall  commission  it  to  act  with  fiill  power.  That  the  fire  is  dif- 
fused all  around  us,  and  is  extended  from  the  fixed  stars  and 
die  sun  to  our  globe,  does  appear  from  this,  «that  the  light  filb 
all  that  space,  which  is  plainly  nothing  else  but  the  fire  itself 
which  produces  different  sensations  and  effects,  as  it  ia  differ- 
ently modified  and  inipressed  upon  tis.  When  it  strikes  onr' 
bodies  in  an  irregular  and  confused  motiofi,  or  after  the  maoner 
of  a  vortex,  it  produces  heat ;  when  it  comes  tc^  our  ejres  in 
straight  lines,  it  catises  light;  when  weakly,  though  directly, 
reflected  to  us  from  the  disk  of  the  moon,  it  produces  light 
without  heat ;  when'  collected  in  the  focus  of  a  concave  burning- 
glass,  or  of  a  transparent  convex  body,  it^ives  a  strong  light, 
and  burns  whatever  it  touches ;  its  power  is  always  in  propor- 
tion to  its  quantity;  and  the  different  sensations  it  excites^  arise 
from  the  different  motions  and  modifications  impressed  upon  it. 

*^  This  subtle  and  active  element,  is  distributed  in  gireat  abood- 
ance  all  round  the  earth ;  nav,  it  penetrates  into  the  most  seciet 
recesses  of  it ;  it  is  dispersed  in  all  the  woods  that  cover  it ;  it 
links  in  the  grease  of  animals,  whose  bodies  cimnot  snlMUSt 
without  it ;  but  it  abounds  still  in  greater  plenty,  in  the  bito  \ 
men,  oils,  sulphurs,  sea-coal,  and  in  those  vast  beds  of  turf, 
which  lie  hid  under  the  surface  of  the  earth.  It  is  conti- 
nually at  work  in  the  hot  springs  and  volcanos  under  ground, 
whose  number  and  force  is  found  rather  to  increase  than  to 
diminish.  It  sometimes  displays  its  dreadful  power  in  the  up- 
per regions  of  the  air,  and  m  loud  volleys  of  thunder;  and  all 
the  flaming  artillery  of  the  sky  beats  *a  dismal  prelude  to  the 
universal  conflagration  !  How  amazing  the  voice  of  that  thun- 
der! how  tremendous  those  flashes  of  lightning  which  make 
-the  wild  beasts  of  the  forest  afraid,  and  to  hide  their  beads  I 
nay,  which  dart  terror  and  dismay  into  the  stoutest  hearts,  and 
make  even  kinga  acknowledge  their  weakness  and  dependence! 
The  secret  horror  which  every  man  feels  in  his  own  breast  at 
such  a  time,  is  a  tacit  confession  of  the  irresistible  force  of  that 
^a!l-devouring  fire,  and  does,  as  it  were,  force  upon  his  mind 
the  belief  of  that  final  conflagration,  which,  when  in  a  state  of 
tranquillity,  or  the  height  of  jollity;  he  so  much  looks  upon  as 
a  fable. 

^^  Fire  holds  such  an  universal  sway  in  nature,  that  even  wa- 
ter itself  is  not  without  an  admixture  of  this  elen>ent;  for  it 
grows  hard  and  congeals  when  the  fire  leaves  it,  and  is  only 
restored  to  a  state  of  fluidity  by  it$  entering  into  it  a^ain,  ana 
*by  that  separation  wh?ch  it  causes  in  its  part3  by  rarefadion.-^ 
So  far  is  water  from  being  an  enemy  to  fire,  as  is  generallv 
imagined,  that  it  no  otherwise  prevents  its  acting  upon  wood, 
x>r  any  other  combustible  matter,  than  by  laying  hold  of  the 
particles  of  it,  and  flying  away  with  them  on  tlic  wings  of  tbo 
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^owefied  aif ;  nbrtloes  it  extinguish^  but  only  absorb  the  &'e;  it 
beings  "with  regard  to  fire,  the  same  as  a  i^ponge  is  to  water. 
The  sponge  has  no  natural  aversion  oraatipathy  to  the  tvaier  ; 
and  toe  only  reason  why  the  other  disappears  upon  the  former's 

.  JbeiDg  steeped  in  it  is,  because  the  one  insinuates  itself  into  the 
pores  of  the  other :  so,  in  like  manner,  the  fire  does  not  shew 
ttselfby  any  sensible  effects  in  the  water,  because  it  is,  as  it  ^ 
Were,  sheathed  and  invelop'd  in  it;  insomuch  that  we  may  with' 
some  degree  of  truth  affirm,  that  the  whole  mass  of  waters  in 
the  sea  is  an  ocean  of  fire :  seeing  there  are  not  two  distinct 
drops  of  this  element  which  do  not  owe  their  fluidity  to  some 
particles  of  fire  enclosed  within  them ;  for  as  a  sponge,  or  any 
other  porous  body  which  imbibes  the  water,  does  restrain  it 
from  motion,  sotbe  water  does, absorb  and  confine  the  fire. 

The  fire  then  is  dispersed  all  over  the  face  of  Nature:  it 
makes  its  utmost  efforts  everywhere  to  overcome  all  opposition/ 
and  to  break  Ipose  from  its  confinement;  but  it  does  not  every- 
where prevail,  for  want  of  auxiliary  forces.  What  the  united 
strength  of  thirty  children  would  easily  overthrow,  that  of  a 
single  one  would  not  be  able  to  move ;  so  likewise,  the  parti- 
cles of  fire  in  any  body  must  remain  dormant  and  inactive,  til) 
they  concur  with  united  strength,  to  force  their  way  through 
all  obstacles  that  oppose  their  fury*  Thus  we  see  that  all  those 
innumerable  fiery  corpuscles  which  surround  us  on  ev^iy  side,- 
are  so  many  enemies,  which  are  conspiring  and  plotting.the  de- 
struction of  our  habitation,  and  which  only  wait  till  God  shali 
ffive  the  word  of  command  for  them  to  collect  their  scattered 
forces,  in  order  to  accomplish  it.  A  very  learned  and  ingeni-< 
Otts  Heathen  took  occasion,  from  reflecting  on  the  danger  we 
are  continually  in  of  such  a  catastrophe,  to  remark.  That  it  wq9 
lite  greatest  mifacli  in  the  world  that  every  thin^  in  nature 
was  not  consumed  by  fire  every  day  since  the  world  began*.    • 

See  Spectacle  de  la  Nature,  Lond.  Edit,  1736.  Vol  III.  p.  4S0. 

'•♦  EtcediiffopctobrHMja  miracula  ullumjuhsc  diem  in  qvo  non  cunctd  conjiai 
^rearent.    Fiin*  Hist.  Nai^  ,  L.  ».  v 


THE  INDUSTRY  OF  THE  ANT  IMPROVED. 


The  wise  man,  who  was  a  great  natural  philosopher,  di-» 
lects  us,  under  the  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  observe 
the  Ant,  which  is  indeed  a  curious  creature,  well  worthy  oi  our 
Botice.  The  head  is  large,  adorned  with  two  horns,  each  hav- 
mg  twelve  joints ;  its  eyes  are  protuberant  and  pearled ;  it  has 
J^ws  indent^  like  a  saw^  with  seven  little  teeth;  which  exactly 
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correspond^  opc^niog  side-ways  yerjr  wkle^  fili»  fthmtrt'etog^m^p 
and  carrj  bodies  of  tour  times  its  own  bulk  ^aod  wdgbt^  The 
head^  bre^t,  and  belly,  oc  t«Al^  are  joined  taioacliolber  by  a  ^ery 
ilender  ligatceol.  Toe  tail  Ss  inmished^ith.^  sting,  from  whicfa 
it  emits,  when  provoke^  ^  poisoBous  Iii[vtk],.wliich  occasioos 
pain  and  swelling.   ,  •  .     :  j 

«  Upon  opening  an  ani^bilUwe  may  peroeiyedaese  busy  ctemf^ 
tores  carrying  in  their  mouths^  and  seeniring  with  gre«t solicit 
tade>  small  whitish  bodies,  u&nally  called  tiieireggs,  but  wbi^ 
are^  in  iact,  ants  in-  their  aurcUa  staie^  each  emxxnpasfied  with 
an  integument  of  its  owuv  >  spinning.  The  parents'  conoem  for 
the^e  is  so  strong,  that  when  alarnied,  t^ey  instantly  ran  awaj 
with  them  ;  and  will  sooner  die  than  leave  them. 

Every- >aQt's  nest  has  a^strait  hole  leading  into  it>  about  the 
depth  of  half  an  inch ;,  which  ai^tei^acdsjuns  sloping  downwards 
to  the  public  magazine,  where  the  grains  they  collect  are  stoied 
np;,to  prevent  the  giowth  <4  which,  they. bite  out  the  germea 
or  bud.  This  is  their  constant  practice  ;  wnd  if  their  com  be 
examined,. no  bud  will  be  found  init,  nor  wtU  it  grow  if  sown  in 
the  eartht  'There  ii  another  inconvenience,  however,  which 
they  have  a  curious  method  of  preventing^  Were  the  grain  to 
cnntiane  in  amoist  place  under  ground,  it  would  rot,,  and  be  u<^ 
for  their  food.  They  therefore  gather  amall^pBrticles  of  eartil 
>rhich  they  bring  out  of  their  holes,  and  place  them  in  a  heap 
to  dry  in  the  sun.  They  next  bring  out  their,  grain  in  the  same 
laanner  to  dry  it ;  but  this  they  neveur  do,  unless  the  .weather  be 
clear  and  the  sun  hot ;  but  wlven  both  are  favourable^  tbey  per^ 
fomn  it  altnost  every  day. 

A  gentkrman  once  found  a  nest  of  anta  in  a  box  of  earUi^ 
^daced  out  of  a  two  pair  of  stairs  window,  friDin  which -li^ymwle 
excunaions  both  upwards  to  the  top  of  the  Uonse*  where  sobm 
cocti  iay  in  a  garret,  and  downwards  into  a  garden  that  was 
\^erIooked  by  the  window.  Notwithstanding  this  great  di»« 
tance,  hone  of  them  ever  returned  empty,  but  each  brought  a 
gnojn  o£  wJaeat  or  oats>  a  small  seed,  or  evep  a  paiticle  of  dry 
earth,  if  nothing  else  could  be  got.  Some^tn^veli^  to.  the  end 
of  tlie  garden,  and  with  prodigious  labour,  brought  heavy  loads* 
from  thence.  It  required  fouriiours  to  effciCt  this  work;  so  that 
^  poor  ant  seemed  to  labour  as  hard  as  a  man  who  should  carry 
a  heaiy  load  twelve  miles  a  day. 

The  pains  they  took  to  carrj^  grains  of  corn  up  a  wall  to  the 
second  story,  climbing  all  the' way  with  their  head  downwards^ 
must  be  exceeding  great.  Their  weariness  appeared,  by  tlieif 
frequent  stopping  ai  the  nlost  convenient  places  ;  and  some  ap- 
peared so  fatigued,  that  they  could  not  reach  their  journey's  endt 
m  which  case,  it  Wc'is  common  to  «ee  the  stiongest  ants,  which 
kad  carriied  home  their  load,  come  down  again,  and  help  them, 
'Sometimes  they  were  so  unfortunate,  as  to  fall  down  together. 
Hvith  their  burdens^,  when  just  iji  sight  of  home;  but  whfu  this 
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Tiappened,  they  seldom  lost  their  cora,  but  carried  it  up  again. 
One  has  beaS'^obseried^  ib  faftiii  this  mkiineV  thre^  times  suc- 
cessively, yet^etWTOligtcgP'ber  hold,  but  i-^newed  the  at- 
teoipt^  ti^  at  last,  ^iej[^^*Qjj|gjlv3^tterly..fe4Hng*  she  waa  obligiB(i 
to*  stop,  and  another  ant  assisted  bei  to  carry  home  her  load  to 
the  public  stock  *.  .  r 

Jlow  wonderful  is  the  s^acity  of  these  little  c/eattires !  ,H*ow 
€6t»ttWilllwWetheit.Ctfrfe,  diligence,  «nd  Iab6nr1  'Howgener- 
OM  thfCMf  «s«istance  ofteateb  dt*^!-,  their  public  firtu^,  #hicMi 
never  neglected  fivr  the  satoe.of  pttiOile  iiiu^est !  BntiO,  btwf 
woiMfterl'iH  i^  tl>e  God  \i^ht>' formed  these'curious  cireatuH*9>  ^d 
front  twhtiitt*  %l\  their  suga^ity  proceed*'!  W-hat  a  lesson  <16. \hef 
tench  »s!  ^atid  what  a  reproof  do  tli«y  givte  Hi !  wdl  expressed 
ty^rar  British  David  :  »  .  c;      .     ■: 

'    ■►     '  ■    <<  The  littk  Ants  for  one  podrgratn,  "    ' 

**  I*  Laboinr,  and  tug,  anditrivcj      .  "        :.      .      ••^ 

,    £ut  w«^  who  have  a  Heav'n  1' obtaihj  ;  .  2w  ' 

.^^,  I    HownegiigeRt  welivel"  \  .      .    .  „  .f 

**  Softie  English  naturalists  deny  that  ants  form  any  m^azine  of  pnvj 
iriskJns  tor  winter  in  our  climate. j  but  admit  it  may  be  true  in  other 
Mmtries-.  '       *  r   >  •  .   . 


AWFUL    JUDGMENT,  '. 


y 


*Ti9J^st  to  damn^  that  jot  damnation  calh.     Sliakspea;»^,  j 

Sir,  To  the  Editor.  ^  ,1 

There  are  fnany  eye«>vitnesses,  now  residing  at'  ITolyhead,  who  can  "be^ 

testiraoDy  to  the  truth  of;  the  following  awful  event ;— '  ,,* 

Hoh/head.  ,         J.P.    - 

'  A  sTffAN<}Bii7  of  an  uncommon  immora]  character, imicb 
^veo  to  drunkenness,  cursing  and  swearing-,  one  night  arrived 
at  Holybead^  with  an  intention  of  going-over  the  Channel  io 
Dnbtin^'ofi  board  of  one  of  the  packets.  Involving  himself  in 
drmibeofficss  in  an  alehouse,  he  greatljr  grieved  the  company 
by  bit  nepeating  that  too  common  dreadful  sentence,  ^'  D — a 
my.eyesi  again  and  again,  till  he  was  pleased  to  quit  his  com- 
pantonfiu  Ont  he  went,  and  as  he  walked  afterwards  in  the 
dark  along  the  qnay,  looking  out  for  the  packet^  he  fell  into  the 
sea  and  was  drowned.  On  the  morrow,  at  low->water,  his 
corpse  was  found  void  of  its  eyes,  according  to  his  profane 
wishes  the  night  before.  Though  our  sovereign  and  most 
gradons  Lord  is  more  ready  to  incline  his  ears  to  the  prayew 
of  the  distressed,  and  toiuHiithe  sincere  wishes  of  the  peni- 
tent sinner,  than  to  hear  the  curses  of  a  bard- hearted  profli- 
gate,-«yet  sometimes  he  is  so  provoked  by  crying  sins,  that  he 
sweeps  away  the  wicked  to  destruction,  by  the  ever-uaerring 
)awa  of  bis  displeasure^  as  an  example  to  others* 
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A    CIRCULAR     LETTER, 
BY  A  VENBRABLE^LBRGTMAN  r 

1 

Which  he  has  late/y  printedyand  nnt  ttfrhahy  of  hit  Brethren* 

^,,]9earSir,       .  ^..         .  ;.-.    _.-,.    .,^  ,^  •  •,; 

.1  .vftNrruR:E,fcoiiilie,  tbc  liberty  of  requeating  your  aerHm» 
«Ol)^cl^atiop  ^f  the  feWifollo^riog  unpoitant  particii}«fs  re* 
»pccting;yourfel£i,  and  respecting  your  ministry. 
'  1.  £very  one  who  wish^^s  to  act  the  part. of  a  itiithful  mini-' 
ster  of  the  gospel;  should  daily  mnJce  a  point  of  attendiDg  tof 
the  saved  s^ate  of  his  pwn  k>uU  ..Po  not  negleet  yovi^elf $ 
suffer  no  application  of  Cant.  i.  6.  Your  first  moriiiogrexaimn 
nation  should  be,  not  your  ministry,  but  your. Jowh  spiritual 
case  ;  and  the  inquiry  should  be,  hpw  i^  the  state  of  your  own 
too),  as  to  the,  knowledge  of  that  gospel  for  yourself,  which 
yon  engaee  officially  to  preach  to  otliers  i  Preach  well  to 
yourself  nrst,  to  preach  well^  to  others  afterwards*  Labour  xo 
be  taughtj  then  labour  to  teach.  Be  the  prime  hearer  of  yout 
own  sermons.  Be  not  satisfied  with,  tho*  you  should  be  thanks 
fttl  for,  a  doctrinal  knowledge  of  the  gospel  mysteries,  by  edu- 
cation, books,  or  friends.  If  you  befievetnem  but  speculatively, 
you  may  preach  them  but  specul^VVflj.  Pray  to  feel  their 
weight  upon  your  own  heart;  then  you  will  know  how  so 
to  preach  to  them,  as  that- your  hearers  may  also  feel  themion 
theiH.  Be  an  experimental  Christian;  to  be  an  experimental 
preacher;  then  your  hearers  will  be  likely  to  become  expcri- 
inental  hearers.  Your  own  experience  will  be  your  pwn  hap- 
})mess;  as  theformer  increases,  the 'latter  will;  happy  pastor, 
and  happy  flock,  because  both'  will  be  spiritual !  On  Uie  otiier 
hand,  the  neglect  of  yourself  will  occasion  .the  neglect  of 
Dtbere.  If  your  otvn  soul  should  vat  be  thus  attended  to,  you 
%iU  be  in  danger  of  feeling  but  lit)tle  for  your  people,  because 
YOU  will,  feel  but  little  for  yourself;  that  «may  be  lost  in  specu* 
lation  which  should  be  found  in  experience;  andformatity 
may  be  discovered  without  spirituality.  An  inattention  to  tlm 
capital  point,  remember,  may  be  evidencing  itself  also  in  su- 
perficial conversation  with  others,  or  in  readhiff  much  of 
literary  or  enteitaiQing  books  by  yourself.  Allowedly,  or  un- 
expectedly, you  may  be  losing  a  portion  of  that  spiritual  mind- 
edness  you  should  be  increasing.  The  apostle's  word  is,  '*  Take 
heed  unio  thyself,  thou  shiJr  save  thyself,"  &c.  Inatten^on  to 
this  may  cause  yoo  to  become  poor,  when  you  should  be  rich 
towards  God.  The  cotisequence  to  be  feared  is,  that,  by  a 
biaaieable  imperfection  in  your  ministry,  you  will  keep  many 
of  your  hearers  poor,  instead  of  '*  making  many  rich."  Tbeir 
hurtful  poverty  may  be  occasioned  by  your  own  j— be  a  iViead 
to  your  own  soul^  to  be  a  Jriend  to  theirs. 
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rii.LeariD  to  feel  for  ybur  iuearers :  shall  St-.  Paul  feel  much^ 
»md  you  Iktle*?  Let  yonr  hearers  lie  daily  on  your  loving. 
bewt ;  aad  remember,  a.feeling  heart  is  a  praying  ooe.  What 
a  soal-rending  pain  must  it  be  to  a  loving  and  faithful  minister 
of  the  gospel,  to  be  compelled  to  observe  how  his  people  live 
and  die  in  such  a  state  as  must  drive  him  to  reflect  on  the  loss, 
rather  than  the  salvation  of  their  souls !  Let  this  dreadful  con- 
sideration move  you  the  more  to  feel  for,  pray  for,  and  preacU 
to  them.  Oft  endeavour  to  say,  and  labour  to  have  it  a  prac- 
tical-saying, 

**  rU  preach  as  if  I  ne'er  should  preach  again ; 
**  And  as  a  dying  man  to  dying  men  I  '* 

Should  your  n»ind  evince  too  much  of  tlie  want  of  such  be- 
coming sensations,  ypu  will  be  in  danger  when  yon  vi^it  suck 
unhappy  hearers  on  their  sick-beds,  and  afterwards  hear  of 
their  death,  to  feel  but  little  more  than  you  do  at^ny  common 
loss.  You  will  be  in  danger  also  of  paying  less  serious  an4 
earnest  attention  to  the  particulars  of  your  preaching  to  them, 
and  the  particulars  of  your  conversing  with  them;  the  feelirig 
of  the  heart  will  shevv  itself  in  the  address  of  the  tongue:  if 
you  endeavour  to  fed,  and  pray  that  you  may  feel  as  yom 
ought  for  yourself,  your  people  may  be  moved  also  to  feel 
for  themselves. 

'  S.  In  your  way  and  manner  of  preaching  to  your  people^ 
I  wish  to  engage  your  attention  to  this  one  great  endeavour  ^ 
namely,  to  open  to  them  the  Scriptures  in  public  ;  and  with 
the  professed  view  of  engaging  them  to  use  and  understand 
them  in  private.  The  great  prevalent  lack  amongst  people 
is,  that  ot  the  knowledge  and  use  of  their  Bible ;  bend  your 
heart  toward  the  cure  ot  this  soul^destroying  evil.  Make  m»ch 
of  your  preaching <ofi  long  pMsages  esplauatory ;  then  bring  in- 
ferences home  to  the  heart,  and  apply  them,  in  warm  interroga- 
tories, or  exhortations,  to  the  conscience.  If  you  can  thus  gtdm 
your  bearers  over  to  be  students  in  the  Scriptures,  you  ^iii 
carry  an  important  point.  If,  at  other  times,  you  take  a  single 
verse,  professedly,  as  a  text  to  preach  upon,  keep  to  it ;  leava 
not  that  matter  in  it,  which  you  should  bring  out  of  it,  but 
give  the  full  meaning;  then  your  inferences  from  it  will  be 
«s  full  as  your  matter  in  it.  Inattention  to  this  particular^ 
will  have  a  tendency  to  cause  you  to  leave  your  text  too 
similar  to  the  motto  of  a  book  in  the  title-page,  which  hiati 
at  something  of  the  author's  design,  btit  tells  none  of  the  coo^ 
%ents  of  his  book.  Your  hearers  should  be  moved  to  take 
away  with  them  the  text,  because  of  your  sermon ;  and  ]K>ur 
sennon^  because  of  your  t^xt.    if  the  texts  are  not  suffideutljr 

f  Rom*  is.  f.  and  x- 1.    Gal.iv.  19. 
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kept  to  m  their  meaning,  and  dijeiriiificrencef  weH  disL-^hM 
froHi'their  fHlr>e9S,  you  wilHwit  too  easily  be  led  ^  speak  to 
generals  instead  of  particulars ;  togiv«.your  hearers  a  dis- 
course sensibly  Sentenced,  it  laay  he,  aid  prettily  wonied^ 
when  they  want  plain  matter,  well  applied,  and  so  they  will 
TCceiVe  mental  entertainment  rather  than  profitable  edifi- 
cation; and  literary  pleasures  instead  of  serious  impressions. 
See, more  on  this  head  in  the  9th  chap,  ol  Bishop  Barnett^s 
'*  Pa^oral  Care."— Here  I  cannot  but  put  in  my  warm  recooi- 
mendation  of  Dr.  Gill's '' Exposition  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testament;  the  former,  in  six  volumes  folio;  the  latter,  in 
three,  quarto,  perhaps,  folio;  which  excel  all  others  in  opeo- 
iuy  the  Scriptures.  These  precious  ¥olu»e6,  if  yoa  c^u,  hy 
att^means  procure, 

4.  Labour  to  §ive  such  fall  proof  of  your  ibinistry,  that, 
to  your  people,  it  may  answeif  for  saying  purposes:  if  it 
does  not,  let  oo^,  the '/jwilt  lie  at  your  door,  bat  at.  theirs^ 
Do  you  be  pure  froca  their  bloo4i -if  U^ey  will  |M>t;  save 
your  owtt  soul,  if  you  caonot  ^ave  their  souls.  What  good 
purpose  will  it  answer  to  you,  f>r  to  them,  if  you  liear 
them  say  to  you,  or  hear  of  thoir  saying  io  others,  or 
Que.auioQg  another,  W^hat  a  good  serAon  was  this,  at  oae 
time;  or  that,  at  another?  Rather  be' suspicious. of  such 
Ije^ers,  than  be  pleased  with  th^m^ .  Ypfui^d  they  also  should 
l^e.dissatisfieGl,  if  nothing  better  be  saidi  or  oothing  more  done^ 
6>r  a  saving  purpb^ .  When,  they  can  say .  to  you,,  as  owe  of 
^d  said,  "  Come,  ail  v  ye  that  fear  God,  and  I  will  teU  you 
what  God  katb  ^iioe- foyc.  jny  soul," -*•  then  indeed  you  will 
hear^  as  they  Wfll  ^tell,  something  jwor,th  kuowing.^  Sidva* 
ttton  then  goes  fronx.yAu  to  them  :  y<>ur  ministry  auswem  an 
enc^Duragiugpurpo^tQvx^Ui  saving:  to  them,  and  as  glorious  to 
the  Saviour  as  gracious  to  theni.  tet  the  brea^ng  of  your 
aoul  to.  God  go  for  diis  moat  ^^sed.  purpose  of^your  aainistry* 
If  you  want  an  exaniple  for  tlris>»t|ik^.  Cbcigt'fl,  John  a%  34. 
Then  tate  the  apostle's,  Rumw  %^  !•  and  xi#  14*  ;  1  Tira^iMt.  Kin 
1  Cor.  ix.  5^a,'aKd  x.  33.   .  ...  ,• 

:  5.  As  you  will  kbbur  for  your  people  in  pubUc,  ao  you  wiB 
iaprivatfi.  .  JKotouly  read,  for  them>  write  for  tbero;  and  prsj 
for  them  in  yourcowA  bpuse, — ^"bii^  talk  with  them  in  Uieiji 
Call  upon  thexni  visit  thean  -a^  pr.oper:  ti«)e«, ,  aiid  .endeavoHi;^ 
idnece.ypn  can,rtbat. they  may  talfcwkh  you,  as  y^ur  with  them « 
UNich' to  the  like  purpose,  as  yo«  spaajc  to  them,  .aad  tbey  hear 
you:  publicly.  Where  you:  caanot  be  spiritual,  be  ueisghbourly; 
Veooming  familiarity  will  d>Feed,  not  coateoipt,  itui^^qprofiXaUig 
fefonr.  I  JEhey  wiU  hear  you  toore-  pleaaingly  and  Jilqr^  prcfe- 
fitably  in  God*s  house,  after  hearing  you  in  yours  or  theirs ; 
and  you  will  be  beUieu: .aJ)le.  .tft  preach ^tQ^gp*  on  a  Sunday, 
after  conversing  with  them  on  other  days.  Such  ministerial 
and  ueighbouiTy  visiting  appears   calculated  to  fur^er  the 
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ftospel  in  their  attention  to  it.  I  believe,  where  this  is  so  prac- 
tised, it  IS  so  found*  Your  great  Master  went  about  aoing 
good,  by  talkinff  as  well  as  by  preaching  doctrines  and  working 
miracles.  He  has  left  us  an  example,  that  we  should  follow 
his  steps;  as  did  the  Master,  so  did  his  servant,  who  visited 
^^  from  house  to  house," 

And  now.  Sir,  I  hope  you  will  take  in  good  part  what  I 
i^rrite  with  a  good  design,  I  add  no  more.  If  these  things 
which  I  name  are  attended  to,  other  things  which  you  may 
name,  I  think,  will  not  be  neglected.  May  God's  blessing 
cause  it  happily  to  answer  my  purpose  in  sending  this  address, 
and  yours  in  receiving  it !  '^  Consider,  what  I  say  ;  and  the 
Lord  give  you  understanding  in  all  things  I** 


THE   INVASION  OF   PARADISE 
BY  THE  PRINCE  OF  DARKNESS^ 

To  the  Editor. 
Sir, 

When  I  sat  down  to  write  a  few  thoughts  on  the  Inva- 
sion*, I  intended  to  make  some  spiritual  improvement  of  the 
subject ;  but  finding  it  would  have  made  the  paper  too  long,  1 
hope  you  will  indulge  me  with  a  page  or  two  more  in  the  pre- 
sent Number,  for  a  few  reflections  upon  son>e  invasions,  dif- 
ferent in  their  nature,  and  far  more  interesting  than  any  to 
which  1  have  referred  in  my  last;  and  in  which  not  one  or  two, 
but  all  the  nations  in  the  world  are  interested. 

The  first  of  those  to  which  I  allude,  was  the  invasion  of  the 
blissful  regions  of  Paradise  by  the  great  Enemy  of  souls  f ;  pre- 
vious co  which  the  inhabitants  of  that  country  were  as  pure, 
as  free,  and  as  happy  as  it  is  possible  for  any  people  to  be  in 
this  world.  -When  .this  implacable  and  murderous  foe  entered, 
he,  in  part,  seduce'd  them  from  their  allegiance  to  the  best  of 
Kings,  by  the  plausible  pretext  of  advancing  them  to  greater 
liberty  and  happiness ;  but  finally  conquered  them,  and  re- 
duced them  to  the  most  deplorable  state  of  poverty  and  wretch- 
edness §.  So  complete  and  successful  was  the  mischievous  en- 
terprize  of  this  invader,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Paradise  were 
driven  out  of  their  fertile  and  peaceftil  residence,  became  the 
subjects  of  disease,  misery,  and  death ;  and  to  this  day,  their 
descendants  feel  the  sad  effects  of  all  the  evil  in  whicn  they 
themselves  were  involved.  The  whole  of  this  melancholy 
story  is  minutely  and  faithfully  recorded  in  a  very  valuable 
and  old-fashioned  book,  called  the  Bible  ;  and  is  interspersed 

*  See  pa^  385,  of  our  last  Number.  t  Gen.  iii.  ij  &c« 

i  Gen,  ill.  16, 17. 

XI.  S  L 
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M'ith  many  wise  and  useful  lessons  of  instruction^  suited  to  make 
tlie  reader  both  happier  and  wiser. 

Although  it  be  allowed  that  the  invading  foe  was  skilful,  en- 
terprizing,  and  powerful,  yet  no  small  sbare  of  blame  is  at^ 
tacned  to  die  unhappy  victims  of  this  cruel  outrage.  They 
had  been  admonishea  of  their  danger,  and  instructed  as  to  the 
•Ure  means  of  their  preservation  *  ;  bujt  foigettinff  the  salutarv 
advice  which  they  had  received,  atid  too  conSdent  ia  tbeu 
o^n  wisdom  and  strength,  thev  are  no  sooner  assaulted  thaa 
ihey  are  put  into  disorder  and  overcome.  Now^  filled  with 
shame  and  confusion,  and  struck  with  deep  remorse,  they 
could  not  fail  to  accuse  themselves  of  the  most  shameful  in- 
attention and  indolence ;  and,  in  the  iirst  paroxysms  of  distress, 
they  fall  to  reproaching  and  accusing  each  other,  while  it 
is  obvious  that  they  we^e  fiiutually  in  faulty  for  if  one  party 
yielded  first,  the  other  also  yieldecf,  soon  as  attacked. 

After  perusing  the  sad  detail  of  this  ruinous  invasion  of  the 
once  prosperous  and  happy  inh«bitiintB  of  Eden,  how  can  a 
thoughtful  reader  but  heave  a  *ifth  and  drop  a  tear  !  Ah,  how 
effectually,  in  this  instance,  did  the  fruitful  land  become  a 
barren  wilderness!  It  has  not  only  been  despoiled  of  all  its 
wonted  beauty,  and  trodden  under  foot,  but  the  spot  itself 
cannot  even  be  ejcactly  traced.  Those  miserable  victims  of 
delusion  were  carried  away  captive  by  the  Devil,  into  his  own 
territory  of  darkness  and  sin;  xhere  tliey  and  their  immediate 
descendants  felt  the  galling  chain,  the  iron  of  which  aie  into 
their  souU ;  and  their  posterity  to  this  hour  have  reason  to 
lament  their  folly  and  their  sin.  At  the  same  time,  ihey  have 
much  reason  to  be  tbajikful  for  what  has  been  done,  and  is 
still  do'mg,  towards  their  complete  and  eternal  emancipation  by 
the  King  of  Saints.  »    . 

In  looking  over  the  account  given  of  this  event,  one  p^- 
ceives^veral  things  which  should  serve  to  admonish  all 
people  who  may  bethe  subject  of  invasion  in  time  to  come, 
whether  from  the  Devil  or  from  men.  Their  watchfulness 
was  by  no  means  proportioned  to  the  extent  or  magnitude  of 
their  danger.  The  cautions  which  had  been  given  by  their 
best  frieim  were,  in  substance  and  in  spirit,  nearly  the  same  as 
those  which  are  delivered  to  us  in  the  following  written 
maxims :  —  ^'  Watch  and  pray  that  ye  ent^r  ^ot  into  tempu« 
tion.**  "  Be  sober,  be  vigilant;  for  your  adversary  the 
Devil  goeth  about,  like  a  roaring  Uqu^  seeking  whom  be  may 
devour  f.*' 

Watching  and  praying  should  never  be  separajted.  In  tbe 
present  state  of  apparent  danger  to  which  Britain  is  exposed, 
there  can  be  no  complaint  in  regard  to  the  former.  Our 
cruisers  surround  the  enemy's  coasts ;  and  our  own  are  fur* 

•  Gon,  ii,  i5^  If,  f  Mat.  lu^vK  45,    |  Prt.  ▼•  ft 
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iiKhed  with  signal -posts,  and  lined  with  troops:  hut  all  this 
will  avail  us  nothing,  without  the  assistance  of  Heaven  ;  and 
this  must  be  sought  by  prayer ;  for  "  Except  the  Lord  keepeth 
the  city,  the  watchman  waketh  but  in  vain  f /' 
•  Another  circumstance  which  tended  to  facilitate  the  invasion 
of  Eden  was,  that  the  stn^ngth  of  the  inhabitants  was  not 
concentrated  ;  but  being  divided,  was  opposed  to  the  enetny 
by  deejrees,  and  utterly,  failed  of  making  any  impression  in 
their  favour.  The  strongest  and  mo^  numerous  people  may 
be  easily  conquered,  if  there  be  not  an  early  and  a  steady 
union  both  of  counsels  and  exertions,  l^istory  and  experience 
both  confirm  an  ancient  and  wise  saymg,  "  A  house  dividM 
against  itself  cannot  stand.*'  Read  and  meditate  on  this,  ye 
common  enemies  of  our  countiy,  who  fan  the  sparks  of  either 
religious  or  political  discord.  Remember  that  one  of  the  seven 
things  which  the  Lord  hateth,  is  a  man  "  that  soweth  discord 
among  brethren  J.*'  Let  party  names  and  distinctions  be 
bHriedin  oblivion,  and  he  be  reckoned  the  truest  patriot  who 
fears  most  tq  sin  against  his  God,  and  who  displays  most  ge- 
nuine zeal  to  advance  the  safety,  the  honour,  and  the  prospe* 
rity  of  his  country  §.  The  importance  and  necessity  of  union 
is  so  forcibly  inculcated  in  the  ancient  story  of  the  King,  his 
Sons,  and  the  Bundle  of  Arrows,  that  it  will  be  here  recoHected. 
The  last  error  which  I  shall  mention,  as  having  had  a  ruin- 
ous effect  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Eden  was,  their  want  of  im- 
plicit confidence  in  the  counsels  and  assistance  of  God.  Yeai 
they  believed  and  trusted  the  delusive  suggestions  of  their  own 
hearts,  thought  too  highly  of  their  own  knowledge  and 
•trengih,  laughed  at  the  idea  of  their  danger,  and  thus  were 
deceived  and  undone.^  How  true,  how  appropriate,  how  so- 
lemn, that  lesson  of  divine  wisdom,  ^'  Pride  eoeth  before  de- 
struction, and  a  haughty  spirit  before  a  fall  *  ! 

Here  again  is  a  warning  to  Great  Britain,/'  Let  not  him  that 
girdeth  on  his  harness  boast  as  he  that  piitteth  it  off."  It  is 
far  from  being  the  writer's  wish  either  to  damp  the  ardour, 
weaken  the  exertions,  or  question  the  courage  of  his  country- 
me«  ;  but  he  wishes  them  to  know,  thM  a  people's  greatest 
weakness  is   their  vain   confidence;    and  that  their  greatest 

+  Psalm  cxxvii.  i.  J  Prov.  vi.  19. 

i  It  is  truly  shocking  to  the  feelings  of  all  honest  men  and  sincere 
friends  to  their  country,  to  observe  the  virulent  and  dividing  spirit  dis^ 
tovcred  in  some  of  the  periodical  publications.  In  which  ttre  most  no<- 
torious  misrepresentations  and  infamous  falsehoods  are  published,  with 
an  impudence  and  malignity  wliich  ottt'Satans  even  Satan  himselC  The 
Writer  recommends  the  Editors  of  these  publications,  when  they  go  tcr 
church  again,  and  hear  the  Minister  read  «'  Thou  shalt  not  bear  fals^ 
witness  against  thy  neig^ibour,"  to  forbear  mocking  God,  l>y  sayiny 
^*  Lord  have  mercy  upon  U8|  and  incline  our  hearts  to  keep  tiui  Uw  \" 

♦  Prov.  xvi.  it. 

.$  L  ss 
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danger  is  their  denial  or  neglect  pf  Divine  Providence,  which 
determines  victories  and  defeats  witliout  ftny  regard  to  uom- 
bers  or  strength. 

We  would  now  gladly  turn  our  thoughts  to  a  nxore  pleasing 
themp,  i;he  Invasion  of ,  Satan's  Kingdom  by  the  Prince  of 
Peace  ;  but  this  must  be  deferred  for  another  Number. 

Bcmiondsey.  J.  T. 


ANSWER  TO  A  QUERY. 
To  the  Editor. 


Sir, 
In  answer  to  the  rcaucst  of  Narcissa,  in  your  Magazine  for  August,  I 
have  ventured  the  following  thoughts.    If  you  deem  them  at  all  satis. 
factory,  or  likely  to  prove  useful  to  the  minds  of  any  of  your  readerS| 
you  are  at  liberty  to  insert  them.  r 

WiPuj.  Yours,  &c,  J.  B. 

ON  THE  DESIRE  OF  DEATH. 
Though,  from  an  original  principle  of  >our  nature,  we  love 
and  cherish  that  existence  the  Creator  has  given  us,  vet  there 
are  certainly  some  cases,  where  the  desire  of  dissolution  is 
lieither  unnatural  nor  unlawful. 

By  dissolution  here,  is  not  meant  an  absolute  privation  of 
being :  —  a  thought  disclaimed  h^  every  Christian,  as  without 
foundation  either  in  philosophy  or  religion.  The  idea  convey- 
ed by  the  word,  is  merely  a  separation  of  constituent  parts, 
and  applied  to  man  :  such  a  separation  a^  consigns  the  grosser 
part  to  decay,  while  the  other,  which  is  immortal,  is  trans- 
mitted to  a  new  state  of  being.  An  apostle,  speaking  of 
death  as  it  concerns  believers,  compares  it  with  great  happi- 
ness ;  to  the  pulling  down  of  an  insufficient  cumbersome  house, 
that  the  occupier  might  take  possession  of  a  more  elegant  and 
durable  abode  :  '^  for  we  know,*'  says  he,  "  that  if  our  earthly 
bou«e  of  this  tabernacle  were  dissolved,  we  have  a  building 
of  God,  an  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the 
heavens  *." 

A  lawful  desire  of  death  Is  incompatible  with  any  character 
but  that  of  a  good  man  :  eternity  has  no  charms  for  the  sin- 

♦  3  Cor.  V.  1.  0*»^«f*irya^,  &c.  for  we  know  that  if  this  our  house, 
%hich  has  its  foundation  in  the  earth  (liriyiw?)  and  is  erected,  like  a  u- 
bernacle,  for  temporary  purposes,  were  broken  down  (K»ra>M)  we  hate 
^  solid  building  ot  God  (oiKolo/xri^)  a  houfe,  which^  as  no  hanos  madeiti 
Ao  hands  can  overthrow,  eternal  in  the  kcn^oit. 
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ii«r.  He  dreads  a  change  of  circumstances,  which  must  wrest 
from  his  eager  grasp  the  source  of  all  his  pleasures  and  his  hopes. 
lie  has  no  pretensions  beyond  the  present  world.  When  dan- 
gers, that  threaten  his  existence  approach,  how  dreadful  are 
the  agitations  of  his  soul !  he  looks  with  terror  on  the*  stroke 
that  breaks  his  house  of  clay,  apd,  vainly  pertinacious,  clings 
to  the  falling  pile  !  the  appointed  hour  arrives,  admits  of  no 
respite,  and  '^  the  wicked  is  driven  away  in  his  wickedness." 

But  the  man  whose  faith  has  been  to  him  ''  the  substance 
of  things  hoped  for,  and  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen,*'  has 
feelings  of  a  very  different  nature.  It  is  consistent  with  hi^ 
habitual  expectations  to  view  death  without  horror,  nay,  with 
composure  and  serenity  of  mind.  ^'  The  righteous  hath  hope 
in  his  death.*'    The  sublime  conceptions  he  has  formed  of  tlje 

{flories  of  a  future  state,  and  his  firm  dependence  on  Him  wlio 
las  purchased  and  secured  'them  for  his  possession,  pluck  the 
sting  from  death,  and  triumph  over  the  fears  of  humanity.  In 
this  world  he  has  tribulation ;  but  in  the  next  he  realizes. unin- 
terrupted happiness.  Here,  his  best  services  are  clogged  with 
imperfections,  and  the  clearest  visions  of  his  faith  are  obscure  ; 
in  Heaven  he  expects  a  perfect  freedom  in  his  praise,  and  a 
beatific  sight  of  his  God  face  to  face. 

So  far  then,  from  regretting  his  departure,  the  believer  wel- 
comes the  messenger  that  calls  him  hence.  Wrapt  about  ia 
the  righteousness  of  hi*  Redeemer,  he  can  look  forward  to  his 
change  with  a  cheerful  anticipation  ;  and  with  firm  establish- 
Bfient  of  mind,  bid  adieu  to  all  below.  A  writer  of  Mrs. 
Rowe's  life  observes,  that  '*  when  her  acquaintance  expressed 
to  her  the  joy  they  felt  at  seeing  her  look  so  well,  and  pos- 
sessed of  so  much  health  as  promised  many  years  fo  come,** 
she  was  wont  to  reply,  ^  that  it  was  the  same  as  telling  a  slave 
his  fetters  were  like  to  be  lasting,  or  complimenting  him  on  tlie 
strengtli  of  the  walls  of  hij»  dungeon.*  "And  (continues  he) 
the  fervour  of  her  wishes  to  commence  the  life  oi  angels,  ir- 
resistiblv  broke  from  her  lips  in  numberless  otlier  instances*" 

But  the  desire  of  death  to  be  lawful,  must  arise  from  proper 
sources.  Such,  iu  my  humble  opinion,  may  be  reckoned  the 
following : 

I.  ui  lio/y  thirsting  of  the  soul  after  a  more  complete  evjoy^ 
ment  of  the  love  and  presence  of  a  gracious  God,  than  is  con- 
ustent  Tvith  the  present  state. 

From  this  source  arose  the  desire  of  the  apostle,  expressed  in 
the  following  energetic  language,  "  In  this  we  groan,  earnestly 
desiring  to  be  clothed  upon  with  our  house  which  is  from  Hea 
ven  ;**  and  again,"  we  that  are  in  this  tabernacle  do  groan,  be- 
i^g  burdened^  not  for  that  we  would  be  unclotiied,  but  clothed 
upon,  that  mortality  may  be  swallowed  up  of  life.**  Can  it  be 
unnatural  for  a  squV  whose  faith  strongly  realizes  the  blessed- 
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Bess  of  a  fiiture  world,  and  the  enlargement  of  capacity  »lie 
will  there  receive  for  the  reception  of  that  blessedness,  to  long 
for  the  hour  which  breaks  oflf  her  connection  with  things  be- 
low, and  gives  her  leaie  to  soar  fo  the  object  of  her  love  f— 
Sorely  not.     Devotion  is  in  lively  exercise;  the  affections  ^re 

Jurified  from  low  attachments  ;  the  soul  aspires  to  union  with 
er  God ;  and  the  violence  that  is  necessary  to  eifect  it,  is  not 
feared,  but  fervently  desired  for  its  blessed  consequences.  Her 
language  rs,  •'  As  the  hart  panteth  after  the  water-broots,  so 

«ant  I  after  thee,  O  God  ;  I  thirst  for  God,  for  the  living  God ! 
i^hen  shall  I  come,  and  appear  before  God  ?* 

II.  A  conviction  of  the  mind,  grounded  on  the  peculiar 
dealings  of  God* $  providence,  that  a  dissolution  is  about  to  take 
place. 

In  this  case  the  will  is  entirely  absorbed  in  the  determination 

'  of  God.    The  mind  of  the  believer  entertains  no  wish  colitrarjr 

to  this  determination.     Sometimes,  indeed,  '^  he  is  in  a  strait 

tetween  twb;**  but  often  feels  a  predominant  "  desire  to  depart, 

and  to  be  with  Christ,  which  is  far  better.** 

III.  A  holt)  zeal  to  glorify  God  by  death,  in  case  of  persecu" 
Hon.  ^ 

Here  the  saint  is  no  strait.  If  the  enemies  of  religion 
threaten,  ^'  Behold/*  says  he,  "  I  am  ready,  not  to  be  bound 
only,  but  also  to  die  for  the  name  of  the"  Lord  Jesas  !**  He 
even  Fcjoiccs  that  he  is  countetl  worthy  to  suffer  shame  for  lii* 
sake,  and  exults  under  the  persecutions  ot  a  Nero,  in  the  consi- 
deration tliat  "  he  is  ready  to  be  otVered,  and  t-liat  the  time  of 
his  departure  is  at  hand.'*  "  Havinff  fought  a  good  fight, 
finished  his^course  and  kept  the  faith,  tnereis  laid  up  for  him  a 
crown  of  righteousness  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  Judge 
shall  give  him  at  that  day.'* 

From  the  above  sources,,  if  from  any,  the  desire  of  death 
may  be  lawfully  indulged.  But,  to  close  the  subject  with  a  few 
cautionary  hint*,  I  would  observe,  that  a  cheerful  resignation 
to  the  will  of  God,  in  all  cases,  is  a  clear  and  constantly  bind- 
ing duty  ;  the  desire  oi  death,  extraordinary  and  peculiar.  A 
^  preference  of  heavenly  and  eternal  things  to  those  Uiat  are 
<arthly  and  temporal,  i^-  likewise  a  constant  and  peremptory 
duty;  but  the  time  to  be  put  in  comi)lete  enjoyment,  ought  to 
rest  with  the  Divine  Disposer  of  our  persons  and  our  lives.  All 
discontent  and  impatience  under  the  dispensations  of  iVovi- 
dence,  ought  carefully  to  be  avoided.  In  all  cases,  a  fortitude 
of  mind  should  be  earnesstly  implored  and  unceasingly  culti- 
vated, to  endure  the  whole  will  of  God,  to  whose  service  we 
profess  purselTes  devoted,  having  our  minds  in  unison  with  the 
apostle,  who  laboured,  that  whether  abi^cut  or  present,  be  might 
be  accepted  of  God. 

fVitney.  J.B. 
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iJEFEAT  OF  THE  SPANISH  INVASION,  Ism. 
[Extracted  from  Rapin's  History  of  Ei^and.] 

At  a  period  when  the  invasioo  of  England  is  threatened 
by  the  French  Consul^  when  the  whole  nation  is  laudibly  pre- 
paring for  defence,  and  when  the  people  of  God  are  inces- 
santly orying  to  him  for  help,  it  may  not  be  unseasonable  dot 
wnoccepuibie  to  present  our  readers  with  a  brief  i-eciiul  of 
the  gracious  interposition  of  Heaven  in  favour  of  this  coan«- 
try,  more  than  200  years  affo. 

Philip  II.  King  of  Spain  had  prepared  in  Portugal,  at  Naples^ 
and  in  Sicily,  a  fleet,  called  the  Invincible  Armada,  It  con- 
sisted of  150  great  ships,  in  which  were  embarked  10,000  men, 
und  0630  pieces  »f  cannoji.  The  Duke  of  Parma  had  also  caused 
an  army  of  30,000  men  to  approach  the  coast  of  Flanders;  and 
had  prepared  a  great  number  of  vessels  to  transport  them  to 
England,  in  concert  with  the  Spanish  fleet.  TJie  project  was 
to  station  the  ships  at  the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  to  assist  the 
troops,  who  were  to  mnix^h  directly  to  London. 

Queen  Elizabeth  fitted  out  a  considerable  fleet,  inferior, 
however,  to  that  of  Spain ;  the  command  of  which  was  given 
io  Lord  Effingham,  Drake,  Hawkins,  and  Forbisher,  the 
most  skilful  sea-officers  in  the  world.  Forty  sail  of  ships  were 
also  stationed  on  tl>e  coast  of  Flanders,  to  present  the  junction 
of  the  Duke  of  Parm\i*3  troops,  with  those  on  board  the 
Spanish  Arinada.  There  was  also  an  army  of  40,000  men  in 
England ;  3O0K)  of  which  were  posted  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Thames.  The  sea-ports  were  forfified^  and  signals  were 
everywhere  appointed. 

The  Armada  sailed  ont  of  the  Tagus  on  the  3d  of  June ;  but 
in  a  few  days  the  ships  were  so  dispersed  by  a  storm,  that  they 
could  not  rejoin  till  they  camfe  to  the  Groyne ;  from  whence 
they  did  not  sail  till  the  ISthof  July.  On  the  2Sd,  a  sharp 
engagement  took  place  betweenthe  English  and  the  Spanistt 
Fleets ;  the  former, having  previously  kept  close  to  the  latter, 
and  occasionally  taken  some  of  their  ships.  In  this  engage- 
ment the  Spaniards  obtained  noadvantage;  for  the  unwieldiness 
of  their  vessels,  and  tlie  agility  of  the  English,  made  it  easy 
for  the  latter  to  stand  off  and  on,  and  so  to  balance  the  superi- 
ority of  their  enemies.  The  Spaniards  had  now  such  a  proof 
of  the  valour  and  skill  of  the  English,  that  they  began  to  think 
very  differently  of  their  enterprize. 

On  the  27th  the  Armada  anchored  off  Calais,  the  English 
fleet  being  still  within  ^un-shot.  In  the  night  of  the  28th,  the 
English  admiral  sent  eight  fire-ships  among  their  fleet.  This 
struck  them  with  so  much  terror^  that,  instantly  cutting  their 
pablcs^  tbey  put  out  tQ  sea  to  avQid  the  impending  (knger^ 
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AAi  DEFEAT  jOF   THE   SPANISH   ARMABA. 

In  this  confusion  the  admirars  ship  having  lost  her  rnS^ef/ 
floated  up  and  down  till  next  day,  when  she  was  taHen  by  the 
English.  Though  the  Spanish  admiral  had  ordered  every  ship 
to  return  to  her  station  as  soon  as  the  danger  was  over,  and 
made  a  signal  for  thftt  purpose^  yet  few  eh^eitvbured  to'obe)  • 
The  fleet  remaining  dispersed,  some  of  the  ships  were  drivefi 
to  the  north,  and  others  upon  the  shallows  of  FUnders ;  where 
they  bad  not  only  to  guard  against  the  sands,  but  to  repel  the 
English,  who  so  played  upon  them  with  their  cannon,  that 
.several  ships  were  disabled,  and  two  of  them  fell  into  the  handf 
of  tlie  Zealanders :  —  indeed  the  whole  fleet  was  in  danger  of 
destruction  on  the  coast.  They  continued  steering  north, 
when  fleeting  with  unfavourable  weather,  several  of  their  ships 
were  wrecked  on, the  coast  of  Scotland  and  Ireland,  where 
multitudes  of  the  men  were  put  to  tlie  sword,  or  perished  by 
tlie  liauds  of  the  executioner. 

Thus  failed  this  mighty  enterprize !  —  ihus  perished  this  for- 
midable Armada,  boastingly  styled  Invincible!  so  that  in  the 
months  of  July  and  August,  were  taken  or  destroyed  —  fifteen 
great  ships,  and  4791  men,  in  the  battle  of  the  Channel;  and 
on  the  coast  of  Ireland,  in  September,  seventeen  ships  and 
5394  men  ;  in  all  thirty-two  ships  and  10,185  men*.  Of  x\^ 
whole'  uunierous  aimament,  only  sixty  vessels  returned  'tor 
Spain,  and  those  very  uiuch  shattered. 

On  this  occasion  England  was  filled  with  an  universal  joy% 
Queen  Elizabeth  order^  a  public  thanksgiving  to  God  for  tha 
great  deliverance,  and  went,  Nov.  24,  to  St.  Paul's  Churcb»< 
w  ith  great  solemnity,  to  perform  the  same  duty. 

The  God  whom  we  serve  is  still  the  same.  His  ear  is  not 
heavy,  so  that  he  cannot  hear  the  prayer  of  faith  ;  nor  is  bii 
arm. shortened,  that  he  cannot  save,  whether  by  many  or  by 
few.  On  him  let  Britain  still  call ;  on  him  let  JBritain  still  de-' 
pend.  He  who  defeated  the  Spanish  Armada  can  as  easily 
destroy  that  of  France,  and  fill  our  happy  land  with  shouts  of 
praise  to  our  Divine  Deliverer. 

G.B, 

t  ... 

*  Pontificcm  mille  annorum  Indulgentias  largitunim  esse  d«  pleniiui 
dine  potcstaris  suae,  siquis  ccrto  sibi  indicaverit,  quid  sit  factum  dc  classc 
Hispanica  qu6  adierit :  in  caelumne  sublata ;  an  ad  Tartara  detrusa:  vej 
in  alicufoi  acre  pendeat  5  an  in  aliquo  mari  fluctuct. 


QUERY. 

What  is  the  conduct  a  Christian  ought  to  pin-sue  whcii 
called  in  the  path  of  duty  into  a  mixed  company,  where,  iffl"*; 
mediately  after  partaking  of  the  bounties  of  Providence,  it  i^ 
directly  followeiby  an  imniodest  or  improper  toastf        '  . 
Potun^  "  CowsTANT  Reaper* 
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Sir,  Tothe'Eiiitor. 

If  the  following  Letter^  lately  scn^ 
me  by  obc  of  our  members,-  be 
thought  suitable  for  the  public 
eye,  it  is  at  your  service. 

I  am  yours,  Gaivs. 

*' Dear  Sir, 

**  As  you  wish  for  some  account 
of  my  Ute  dear  Mrs.  D—,  I  shall  en- 
deavour to  recount  a  few  particulars 
of  her  life  and  death  ;  partly  from 
what  I  have  heard  her  relate »  and 
partly  from  my  own  knowledge. 

«*  She  was  descended  from  a  faml- 
%  ly  of  French  Protestants,  of  the  name 
of  Hannate.  Her  grandfather  was 
brought  over  in  the  arms  of  his  pa- 
rents,  on  the  revocation  oi  the  edict 
pf  Nantes.  He  lived  somewhere  in 
the  Fens  of  Lincolnshire,  or  Cam- 
bridgeshire. Her  father  settled  at 
Yaxwell,  near  Oundle,  in  Nor- 
thamptorishirc.  He  retained  a  de- 
cent moral  character,  and  was  at- 
tached to  the  esta|t)lished  church  : 
but  all  serious  religion,  whatever  it 
might  have  been  before,  appears  by 
this  time  to  have  been  lost  in  the 
family.  When  she  was  about  four- 
teen or  fifteen  years  of  age,  her  fa- 
ther took  an  apprentice.  This  lad 
had  heard  the  gospel  among  the 
Dissenters  :  he  brought  several 
books  with  him,  particularly  the 
writings  of  Hervey.  These  lying 
in  her  way,  she  would  sometimes 
read  in  them ;  and  having  done  so, 
would  converse  with  the  appren. 
tice  on  the  subjects.  By  degrees, 
she  was  convinced  that  neither  she 
nor  her  parents  had  any  true  reli- 
gion ;  and  became  very  unhappy  on 
•this  account.  Dissatisfied  with 
hearing  at  the  parish  church,  where 
•*she  could  obtain  no  instruction  how 
she  should  be  saved,  she  for  some 
time  stopped  at  liome  on  the  Lord's 
Day,  and  employed  herself  in  read- 
ing. Her  father  at  this  was  greatly 
displeased  ;  and,  in  order  to  induce 
•her  to  go  as  usual,  told  her  that  if 
•she  dia  not,  the  clergyman  should 
<ome  to<ke  house  and  reprove  ber. 
5lie  said  she  wished  he  would,  foir 

'KI. 


slie  wanted  to  have  some  talk  with 
him  :  but  he  did  not  come. 

•*Her  father  perceiving  the  un- 
happiness  of  her  mind,  was  deterred 
from  using  force,   or  pressing  .the 
matter  of  her  going  to  church,  by 
an  apprehension  of  her  becomin^^ 
melancholy  ;  and  therefore  told  her 
she  might  go,  if  she  chose  it,  to  Oun- 
dle  Meeting,     But  her  mind  was 
rather  to  go  to  Aldwinkle  church. 
This  was  more  displeasing  to  her 
father  than  if  she  had  gone  to  Oun- 
dle J  on  which  account  he  refused 
her  a  iiorse.   She  went,  however,  fcr 
some  time  on  foot,  though  it  was 
nine  or  ten  miles  distant.  At  length 
a  horse  was  allowed   her  \  and  her 
brother  used  to  take  her  there.   On 
their  return,  they  would  often  con- 
verse on  what  they  had  been  hear- 
ing.    After  a  while  her  fatlier  went 
himself,  and  took  her  behind  him  ; 
and  so  interested  was  he  with  the 
preaching,  that  after  this  he  would 
frequently  go,  and  take  her  mothci-, 
and  some  one  of  her  sisters  with 
hin».     In  short,  there  was  reason  to 
hope,    that  he  and  several   of  the 
family   were   brought  to  the  true 
knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ.     God, 
from  the  mouth  of  babes,  will  per*    t 
feet  praise  :  the  entering  of  a  seriou^ 
lad  into    this  family,  proved  the 
meai^s  of  its  salvation  I 

••About  the  year  1 776  she  came  to 
Kettering  ;  and  soon  afterwards  we 
were  married.  Here  she  had  greater 
opportunity  for  reli^ous  iitiprove- 
ment  than  formerly ;  it  was  not,  how^ 
ever^  as  you  know,  till  within  a  few 
years  of  her  death  that  she  l>c^camo 
a  member  of  the  church.  By  youf 
niinistry  she  was  much  edified  and 
jstrcngthened  in  the  ways  of  God.  . 
•'Alter  having  borne  nine  children, 
her  constitution  was  much  impaired* 
A  shortness  of  breath  and  pain  in 
the  stomach  frequently  attended  her.  • 
It  Yfis  said  at  length  to  be  a  dropsy 
in  the  chest:  a  grievous  and  sore 
afilictioA  it  proved  to  her  :  but 
though  of  a  nervous  habit,  and  con*^ 
sequently  rather  of  a  fretful  temper, 
sh«.was  enabled  to  bear  it  with 
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much  Clirislian  patience,  and  hum- 
ble resignation  to  the  will  of  her 
Heavenly  Father.  I  do  not  recol- 
lect, that  during  the  last  four 
months  of  her  life,  which  were  very 
•  tryinj;,  she  ever  shewed  any  signs  of 
impatience ;  though  she  once  on 
my  going  intp  the  room  exclaimed, 
with  tears,"  I  am  afraid  I  shall  not 
have  patience  till  death  f*'  I  answer. 
cd,*I  hope  the  God  of  patience  will 
give  you  patience  ;*■  after  which  she 
was  composed  in  mind. 

Her  disorder  wa<  of  such  a  nature 
as,  in  a  great  degree,  to  deprive  her 
of  the  conversation  of  her  friends  ; 
which  added  to  her  affliction.  You 
yourself,  whom  she  loved  as  her 
pastor,  was  not  admitted,  as  you 
know,  above  two  or  three  times  dur- 
ing her  illness.  She  could  .^Idom 
converse,  or  hear  any  conversation 
from  her  own  faiaily.  She  told  me, 
however,,  one  morning,  that  she  had 
had  such  affecting  views  of  God,  of 
Christ,  and  of  the  heavenly  state, 
that  she  longed  to  have  had  pen 
aiKl  ink  to  have  written  them  dowm 
She  would  often  say  to  me,  **  Do 
not^ray  for  my  lite."  Onetime, 
when  1  went  into  the  room,  expect. 
Jng  to  find  her  near  her  end,,  she 
with  smiling  composure  looked  at 
me,  and  said,  **  Come,  my  dear, 
cheer  »ip  :  you  have  a  family  that 
requires  your  attention :  I  must  die, 
you  know,  som^  time." 
-  She  was  very  fond  of  reading  the 

«'  Book  of  Job,"  and  Mrs.  Harri- 
son's "  Songs    in   the  Night.*'  — 


When  unable  to  read  herself,  she 
would  get  one  of  the  children  to 
read  to  her.  I  once  offered  torea^ 
to  her  the  life  of  Mr.  Pearce  ;  but 
she  answered,  •*  It  is  so  affecting, 
I  cannot  bear  it.**  I.  found  after- 
wards, however,  that  her  daughter 
had  been  rcadftig  it  to  her. 

••The  precious  promises  ofGod  , 
were  si  great  consolation  16  her :  she 
would  often  express  her  assuaed 
confidence  in  the  faithfulness  of 
her  God  and  Saviour ;  nor  did  she 
appear  to  entertain  any  doubt  as  to 
her  state,  though  she  would  often 
say,  as  conscious  of  her  own  unwor- 
thincss,  ••Why  me,  Lord?  why 
me  r  I  have  no  dependence  ©n  a»y 
thing  I  have  done,  or  can  do.*' 

For  the  last  six  weeks  she  wat 
in  constant  expectation  of  death. 
She  would  sometimes  put  her  hand 
on  her  breast,  imder  what  she  con* 
ceived  must  be  dying  sensations, 
and  cry-,  •*  Welcome  death  \  wcU 
come  deatli  !'*  but  feeling  them  td 
subside,  would  answer  herself 
♦•  No,  not  yet."  On  t)ie  Lord*'$ 
Day  she  would  say  to  the  nurse, 
*'  O  1  how  I  could  wish  to  ^pend 
this  Sabbath  above !  to  go  and  joiil 
the  blessed  assembly  there  !*'  Hor 
wish  in  this  matter,  I  trust,  was 
granted  hec;  fbr  oa  Lord*^s  Day 
morning,  April  the  6th,  iSoo,  io 
the  48th  year  of  her  age>  she  dcpar. 
ted,  seemingly  unpcrceived  by  heN 
serf,  or  those  about  her. 

Yours,  M.  D. 


REVIEW  OF  RELIGIOUS  PUBLICATIONS. 


Porioiricnl  Accounts  delating  to  the 
Mi<sion;j  of  the  United  Brothrerr, 
e>tabli  bed  among  the  Heathen. 
No.  xxxvii. 

This  number  contains,  I.  Diary 
of  the  {Srcthicn's  Missions  in  the 
Dani^^ii  West  India  islands^  of  iSoi. 
J  I.  I.ifc  of  the  ufgro  Cornelius. 
III.  Various  accoimts.— From  the 
Diarv  it  appears,  that  the  year  1 801 
was  distincrui.shed  by  occurrewces  of 
ft  very  afflictive  naluic  among  the 


ii«gro  congregations  in  the  islandsoT 
St.  Thomas,  St.  Croix,  and  St.  Jaa. 
Jn  the  latter  particularly,  th*  Missi- 
onaries  were  obliged,  in  consequence 
of  the  war,  to  give  up  their  habita- 
tion for  the  use  of  the  British 
troops  who  were  woiuidcd.  In  lhi# 
hospital  death  made  great  ravages  t 
for  in  the  space  of  two  n>€nths,  i2» 
of  the  soldiers  aud  others  died. 
Nevertheless^  during  these  troit- 
bles,  •«  Our  Saviour,*'  says  the  wri- 
ter, ••caused  our  ncgroe*  to  scared 
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llidr  own  hearts,  and  examine  how 
•hey  stood  with  respect  to  their  love 
towards  him,  and  those  who  la. 
bour  among  them  in  his  name  ;  and 
how  they  had  regarded  his  word 
preached  unto  them  :  and  there 
were  rarioiis  instances  of  per^ns, 
whose  faithfulness  became  more 
xnanifest  by  these  trials.  One  of 
the  negroes  at  Friedensberg,  said, 
**  If  wc  can  only  get  to  a  place 
where  we  may  hear  the  gospel,  and 
live  in  conformity  to  it  as  children 
of  God,  we  are  willing  to  leave  all 
the  rest."  Another  negro-brother 
in  St.  Thomas's  said,  *The  enemy 
may  shoot  me  dead,  or  do  with  me 
vhat  they  please,  if  they  only  do  iiO 
liarm  to  our  teaeliers,  nor  drive 
them  from  the  island.'  In  the 
course  of  the  year,  in  their  six  dif- 
ferent settlements  in  these  islands, 
471  negroes  bclonffing  to  the  con- 
gregation, departed] nto  eternal  rest ; 
/ind  pleasing  accounts  are  given  of 
the  happy  death  of  several  of  them. 
The  congregations  of  believing  ne- 
groes in  tpe  three  islands,  consisted 
at  the  close  of  1801,  of  10,276  souls. 
Tiie  life  of  Cornelius,  a  nc|ro- 
;as&istant  in  the  Mission  at  St.  Tho- 
mas's, is  interesting. — He  was  called 
*hy  grace  above  fitty  years  ago,  and 
soon  began  to  preach  Ciirist  to  his 
countrymen.  He  was  blessed  with 
considerable  talents^  and  was  able 
^Q  speak  and  write  the  Creole,Dutch, 
Danish,  German,  and  Eriglish  Ian-' 
^ages.  Till  1767  he  was  a  slave  : 
he  first  purchased  the  freedom  of  his 
wife,  and  ihen  laboured  hard  to  gain 
jhis  own  liberty,  which  at  last  he  ef- 
fected, after  much  intreaty  and  the 
payment  of  a  considerable  sum.  By 
degrees  he  was  also  enabled  to  pur- 
chase the  emancipation  of  his  si;c 
cliildren.  He  learned  the  business 
of  a  mason  so  well,  that  he  was  ap- 
!pointed  mastcr-n^son  to  the  royal 
buildings  ;  and  had  the  honour  to 
^ay  the  foundation  -  stone  of  z\x 
X'hristian  chapels  for  the  use  of  the 
brethren.  His  gifts  for  preaching 
were  good,,  and  remarkably  accep- 
,table,  not  only  to  the  negioes,  but 
to  many  of  the  whites.  He  spent 
even  whole  nights  in  visiting  the 
diilerent  plantations  ;  yet  was  by 
^10  means  pulled  up,  but  ever  re- 


tained the  character  of  a  humble 
servant  of  Christ.  When  death 
approached  (which  was  in  Nov. 
i8ci)  he  sent  for  his  family;  his 
children  and  grandchildren  assem- 
bled  round  the  bed  of  the  sick  pa- 
rent :  he  summoned  up  all  his 
strength,  sat  up  in  the  bed,  un^ 
covered  his  venerable  head,  adorn- 
ed with  locks  as  white  as  snow,  and 
addressed  them  thus  :— - 

•'  1  rejoice  exceedingly,  my  dearly 
beloved  children,  to  see  you  once 
more  together  before  my  departure  ; 
for  I  believe  that  my  Lord  and  Sa- 
viour will  soon  come,  and  fake  your 
father  home  to  himself.  You  know, 
my  dear  children,  what  my  chief 
concern  has  been  respecting  you,  as 
long  as  I  was  with  you  ;  how  fre- 
quently I  have  exhorted  you,  with 
•tears,  not  to  neglect  the  day  of 
grace,  but  surrender  yourselves, 
with  soul  and  body  to  your  Qod 
and  Redeemer;  to  follow  him  faith- 
fully.  Sometimes  I  have  dealt 
strictly  with  you,  in  matters  which 
I  believed  would  bring  harm  to 
your  souls,  and  grieve  the  Spirit  of 
God  ;  and  I  have  exerted  my  pa* 
temal  authority  to  prevent  ,mis- 
•chief;  but  it  was  all  done  out  of 
love  to  you  j  however,  it  may  have 
4iappened  that  I  have  been  some- 
times too  severe  :  if  this  has  been 
the  case,  I  beg  you,  my  dear  chil- 
dren, to  forgive  me.  O,  forgive 
your  poor  dying  father  T* 

Here  he  was  obliged  to  Stop,  most 
of  the  children  weeping  and  sobbing 
aloud.  At  last,  one  of  the  daugh- 
ters recovering  herself,  said,  "  We, 
dear  father,  we  alone  have  cause  to 
ask  forgiveness  ;  for  wc  have  often 
made  your  life  he^vy,  and  have 
.been  disobedient  .childreil^'  The 
rest  joined  in  the  same  confession. 
The  father  tJ>en.contiQUjed,**  Well, 
my  dear  Children,  i^'  you  all  have 
forgiven  me,  then  Attejui  to  my  last 
wish  and  dying  reque-^t.  Love  one 
another  I  do  not  suffer  any  quarrels 
and  disputes  to.fuise  amon^  you, 
after  my  decease.  No,  my  chitdren,'* 
raising  his  voice,"  Love  one  another 
^Qrdially  :  let  each  strive  to  shew 
proofs  o^  love  to  'liis  brother  or  sis- " 
ter  ;  nor  suffer  yourselves  to .  be 
tcTuptedby  any  thing  to  become 
3  M  * 
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proud;  for  by  that,  you  may  even 
miss  of  your  souls  salvation  (  but 
pray  our  Saviour  to  gram  you  love- 
ly minds  and  humble  hearts*  If 
you  follow  this  advice  of  your  fa- 
th«tr,  my  joy  will  be  complete; 
when  I  shall  once  see  you  again  in 
eternal  bliss,  and  be  able  to  say  to 
our  Saviour, — Here,  Lord,  is  thy 
poor  unworthy  Cornelius,  and  the 
children  thou  hast  given  me.  I 
am  sure  our  Saviour  will  not  for- 
sake you ;  but  I  beseech  you,  do 
not  forsake  Him  *' 

His  two  sons  and  four  daughters 
•re  employed  as  assistants  in  the 
Mission  i  by  them,  he  lived  to  see 
twelve  grandchildren,and  five  great- 
pandchildren,  being  about  eighty- 
lour  years  old.  He  was  attended 
to  the  crave  by  a  very  lar^e  com- 
pany of  negro-brethren  and  sisters, 
who  being  all  drcssfd  in  white, 
talked  in  solemn  procession  to  the 
burial.ground  at  New  Hernhut. 

What  Christian  can  perase  this 
affecting  narrative  without  blessing 
God,who,  totour  sable  brethren  hath 
Youchsafed  this  abundant  ^acel 
and  who  can  refrain  fVom  blessing 
God,  who  excited  the  Moravian 
church  to  these  labours  of  Ipve  I 
and  who  hath  so  wonderfully  suc- 
ceeded theirapostolic  efforts !  Who, 
that  has  tasted  the  Lord  is  gracious, 
m\\  rehise  the  aid  of  his  heart,  his 
hand,  his  purse,  in  promoting  Mis: 
ftonary  exertions,  so  honoured  of 
our  God  and  Saviour  | 

A  Sermon    preached  at  the  TarUk-t 
Church  of  Great  Missenden,  Bucks, 
'  ^une  1 9,  e>»  Occashn  of  the  Death  af 
the  Rev.  J.  Newell,  Hear  of  Great 
Mhsende/t,  ^c.  (puUished  by  Spe- 
cial Jtiqucst,  for  the  Benefit  of  ids 
iftdozv  and  Children) . .  By'Y  homas 
Scott,  Rector  of  Aston   Sanifford^ 
Isfc,      7o  which  is  added,  a  Me* 
moir  of  the  Deceased.    Ivo,  is,  6</. 
In  few  instances  have  th?  words 
of  this  text    (**  to  me  to  liVe  is 
Christ,  and  to  die    is  gain'*)  been 
applipd  with  more  propriety,  than 
to  the  meek  and.  amiaple  pinn,  oa 
account  of  whose  decease  thia  Ser- 
mon appears.     The  text  has  been 
thouglit  ob>cure  by  its  concisehess ; 
but  Mr.  Scott,   in  a  very  judicious 
^xj>lication|  sjiews  i^  tp'be-fuUof 


import  and  of  energy ;  ahd  the  oc« 
cation  it  improved  in  a  manii^ 
worthy  both  of  the  preacher  and 
the  subject.  The  Memoir  added^ 
is  indeed  sliort ;  but  it  containt 
some  extracts  from  Mr.  Newell's 
Diary,  which  shews  him  to  have 
been  «*  an  Israelite  indeed,  in  whom 
was  no  guile."  Could  any  thing 
be  wanted  to  recommend  the  judi- 
cious Sermon  of  Mr.  Scott,  the 
title-page  to  this  furnishes /ow  co« 
gent  reasons,  -^  the  profits  are  de- 
voted to  a  widow  and  (three)  chil- 
dren, left  almost  wholly  unprovided 
lor. 

A  Sermon  preached  at  the  Ckstrck  of 
St,  Andrew,  Ssfc,  Biackfriars^  Map 
315/,  1803,  he  fore  the  Society  for 
•  Missions  to  Africa  and  the  East,  Qc, 
Bvthe  Rev,  R.  Cecil,  M.  A.  Ab^ 
the  Report  of  the  Committee^  Hit  of 
Subscriherst  &*<•.  %vo,  is. 

The  text  of  this  discourse  is 
Isa.  xl.  3.  •*  Prepare  ye  the  way 
of  the  Lord  ;"  from  which,  afters 
short  introduction,  the  ingenious 
preacher  takes  occasion  to  cunsidery 
isf,  *<The  Moral  State  oi  the  Hca. 
ther,*'  as  displayed  in  some  avful 
and  striking  facts.  —  2d,  ••  The 
means  o^  their  Recovery,"  vi*.  By 
the  laboufs  of  Missionaries,  to 
whom  Mr.  C—  recommends  the 
late  excellent  Mr.  Swanz.  asa  very 
proper  model.  —  And,  3d,  *'  Thi 
motives  to  attempt  this  work,  with 
answers  to  objections.*'  Upon  the 
whole,  we  consider  this  as  9n  ani- 
mated and  masterly  performance; 
and  though  a  passage  or  two  rnay 
be  thought  a  little  severe  upon 
preachers,  or  Missiomiries  of  infcr 
rior  talent?,  we  cannot  butjidmire 
the  catholic  spirit  and  good  scns^ 
of  the  following  passage  :— 

«*On  the  topic  of  means,  I  would 
^Iwjiys  remark  that,  while^  through 
educatian  and  connexions,  themost 
upright  and  useful  men  will  be 
found  in  dilFerent  denominations  of 
Christianity;  and  while  this  diver, 
sity  in  circu»hstanti:t|s,  when  wisely 
ajid  chiiritably  conducud,  may  be 
ovcrnijcd  to  the  proilucing  greatef 
general  effect  (as  the  loadstone  is 
fcimd  more  pQwerful  in  parts  than 
undivided)  so  the  greatest  c«r^ 
should   be    taken   tl^t|    in   thi^ 
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^rariety«6  effort,  a  unity  of  design 
be  preserved.  Each  Missionary  So* 
ciety  is  our  natural  ally ;  ¥^e  sliould 
cordially  cooperate  with  it  as  far 
as  is  consistent  with  our  plan ;  we 
should  rejoice  in  its  success ;  and 
carefully  watch ,  lest  on  any  occa- 
sion,  a  carnal  jealousy  should 
tempt  •*  Ephraim  tocnvy  Judah,  or 
Judahtd  vex  Ephrain^.^' 

The  Value  of  Life.  A  Sermon^  de. 
livtred  May  the  %th^  i  S03 ,  before  the 
Correspondent  Bofirdw  London  <t  of  the 
Society  in  Scotland^  fofr  tlie  Vro^a^a^ 
iion  of  Christian  Knowledge  in  the 
Hfghiands  and  Islands.  By  W .Jay, 

t 
After  a  very  ingenious  introduc- 
tion from  this  singular  texr  (Job 
ii.  4.)  the  preacher  proposes  two 
objects.  —  **  In  the  first  place,  we 
shall  establish  the  importance  of  hu^ 
man  life.  In  the  second,  we  shall  ex- 
plain the  use  to  uhich  the  belief  of  it 
should  be  applied.**  The  importance 
of  human  life  is  argued  irmn  the 
authority  of  the  Scriptures;  from  the 
divine  Author  of  numan  nature ; 
from  the  connection  of  this  life  with 
another }  from  the  opportunity  it  af- 
fordsofgettinggood,and  doing  good. 
Among  the  useful  inferences  fiow- 
ing  from  the  belief  of  this  fact^  Mr. 
lay  specifies 'the  following  :  —We 
should  deplore  the  destruction  ot  it, 
not  expose  it  to  heedless  injury  and 
hazard  ;  be  tliankful  for  the  con- 
tiuuance  of  it,  not  be  impatient  for 
death  ;  estimate  the  value  of  early 
piety,  improve  life  to  the  best  pur- 
poses. This  last  idea  brings  the 
preacher  to  the  particular  object  of 
tlie  present  discourse,  which,  is 
pleaded  with  his  usual  eloquence 
and  ingenuity. 

SERMONS  ON  *rHE  TIMES. 

|.  Chambers  of  Safety  in  Times  of 
Danger  :  preached  at  Bath^  May  ^ 
1803.  By  W.  Cooper.  Second 
Edition,  Svo,  u.' 

]fl.  The  Duty  of  England  exempli- 
fied in  the  conduct  of  Hezekiah  : 
Reached  at  Stockwelly  July  31.  ^y 
Y*«J<^^on.     8vi>,  IS. 


III.  To  your  Tents.  O  Britons  I 
preached  at  Sutton  ^aint  Mary^  July 
31.    i>  C.  Jerram,  A.  M.  izmo. 

3</.  or  2i.  ^d.  per  doz^n, 

IV.  Christian  Patriotism :  or  tie 
Duty  of  Religious  People  toward 
their  Country.  Preached  at  Kttter* 
ing,  August    14.     By  A,   Fuller* 

12/Wl    6</*    — r  JiOV,     IS, 

V.  The  Aspect  of  the  Times  con- 
sidered, and  the  Huty  of  Chris- 
tians described  :  preached  at^  Step^ 
ney,  fyG.  Ford.   8*1/0,  ts. 

VI.  Britain's  Deience  :  preached  of; 
Batter  sea,  August  21.  By  Jolia 
Hughea,  A.  M.     £va,  is, 

VII.  National  Happiness,  ortkePri'm 
nfilege  and  Duty  oy  Briton f:  preacktS 
at  walthavtst^v^  August  i\.  By 
G.  Collij»on.     %vo, 

VIII  Prsy  and  Fight:  an  Addrest 
to  ihc  Uft'ted  Knigfioms^  on  thi 
Alarm  of  hi'vasion.  Vy  W   Cooper, 

The  present  eventful  period  has 
called  lorth  so  u\any  discourses 
from  the  pulpit  and  the  press,  that 
we  find  it  iKccssary  to  cla»s  them 
together,  and,  to  avoid  giving  of. 
fence  by  an  improper  prcfurencc^ 
have  arranged  them  according  to 
thvir  dates,  and  numbered  them 
for  donveniency  of  relerciice. 

No.  1.  was  delivered  at  the 
clupel  of  the  late  Lady  Hunting^, 
don,  Bath,  about  the  tmie  of  tiie 
declaration  of  hostilities ,  and  the 
preacher,  from  Isa.  xxvi.  20,  di, 
rccts  his  hearers,  under  the  first 
alarm  of  danger,  to  seelc  refuge  iu 
the  chamber^  of  divine  mercy,  irom 
the  judgments  \vhich  threaten  ouc. 
country,  and  tlie  world  6t  large. 
In  the  close  of  this  discourse,  Mi'« 
Cooper  earne^itly  enforces  a  loyal 
obedience  to  civil  government,  aa 
well  a.s  a  holy  devotcdness  to  Cod* 

In  No.  II,  Mr.  Jackson,  from- 
^  King^xix.  t^ — 19,  considers  the 
analogy  beivveen  our  present  cir- 
cumstances and  those  of  Judah,  ia 
tbe  reign  of  Hezckiaii  \  — -  pt^nts 
out  the  conduct  of  that  pious 
prince,  as  an  example  to  iis  and  to 
our  rulers;  and  the  happy  conse- 
quences which  did.  and  ever  will 
result  fromsiatiunal  repentance  aiui 
xeforiuation  \  tiic  necessity  ^  which 
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reformation;  the  necessity  of  which 
IS  strongly  shewn  in  the  coivrhiston. 
The  Third  Discourse  was  dcli- 
Tered  to  a  parochial  congregation 
in  Lincoinshirc  ;  and  appears  parti- 
cuiarly  adapted  to  animate  us  m  the 
^fencc  of  our  country,  and  at  the 
«»iie  tiine  to  confidfeiacc  in  God .  it 
is  founded  on  that  oobjc  and  ani- 
foated  address  o^  tlie  Jewish  pa. 
V4ot,  Neil.  iv.  14;  and  is  printed  in 
^  cheajp  form,  for  wider  circulation. 
No.  IV.  expressly  considers  and 
dcvclopes  the  duties  of  CUristians 
io  civi!  government,  as  implied  in 
the  two  expressions  in  the  text,  — . 
to  **  seek  tlie  peace*'  (or  welfare)  of 
«ttr  conntry,  and  to  pray  for  it^ 
%Xio  the  motive  for  such  conduct. 
**  la  the  peace  thereof  shall  ye 
kave  peace.**  Mr.  Fuller  defends 
.  the  lawfulness  of  war  in  certaii^i 
f;;:Lses,  particulai  ly  that  of  invasion : 
and  we  cannot  forbear  transcribing 
the  following  short,  but  interesting 
paragraph :  '^'Let  not  the  poorest 
man  say,  I  have  nothing  to  lose. — 
Yes,  if  men  of  opulence  lose  their 
property^  yoii  wijl,  lose  your  em- 
ployment. You  have  also  a  rot- 
tjge,  and  perhaps  a  wife  and  family^ 
v.'ith  whom,  amidst  aliyour  hard- 
ships, you  li\re  in  loTe  ;  and  would 
St.  be  nothirtg  yo«t,  to  see  your  wife 
and  daughters  abitsed^and  you  your- 


the  state  of  our  xountry  ;  -r^tB  94* 
miit  the  expediency  and  importancs 
of  earnest  prayer  j-*- to  embrace 
th«  advantages  resulting  fram  social 
prayer  { -^  and  to  examine  the 
grounds  on  which  we  piay  hppe 
that  earnest  social  prayer  will  be 
acceptable  and  availmg." 

No.  VH.  From  Ps.  cxliv.  15^ 
Mr.  Collison,  ist,  reviews  die  dis- 
tinguishing blessings  and  privileges 
of  Britons,  natural,  civil,  and  reli- 
gious; and,  adiy,  points  out  the 
duties  evidently  resulting  from  such 
advantages;  particularly  gratitude^ 
humriiation,  cxerHoiw  for  the  pub- 
lic defence,  and  a  recollection  of 
past  deliverances.  All  which  topics 
are  discussed  with  vei^  co^didor- 
%ble  ability. 

No.  yrji.  Though  published 
as  a  small  tract  only,  for  generaf 
circulation^  contains  tlip  substance 
of  an  Addrcs§  defivered  from  the 
pulpit  at  Spa-$cjds  chapel,  AiigjOj 
pn  occasion  of  a  prayejr-niceting  for 
the  nation.  )t  is  foundfd  on  the 
same  text  as  No  III  ;  and  is  like 
Mr  Jerfam*s,  animated  and  pointed. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  arc  pleased 
to  see  this  important  subject  placed 
in  so  many  useful  points  of  view, 
and  discussed  by  such  a  variety 
of  talents  ;  we  are  also  happy  to 
see  all  denomina^tions    anxious  to 


sell  unable  to  protect  them;  or  even  ♦.emulate  each  other  in  loyalty  and 


lemon.strate  but  at  the  hazard  of  be. 
ing  nm  thro'  by  the  bayonet  ?— If  no 
other  considerations  will  induce  u^ 
to.protcct  and  pray  to  the  Lord  for 
owrcountr}',  our  own  individual  and 
domestic  comforts  might  suffice.*' 

Mr.  Ford>  io  No.  V .  examines 
**  the  signs  of  the  times**  {Mat. 
xvi.  }  )  not  in  a  political,  or  even 
a  prophetic  view  ;  but  he  conceives 
that  "*  it  becomes  us  to  pay  an  at- 
teiUTve  aini  religious  regard  to  the 
aspect  of  the  tmies  in  which  ve 
live.^*^  He,  therefore,  .property 
enumerates  the  signs  of  the  present 
times,  and  very  ably  enforces  tlK 
duties  which  those  circumstances 
suggest  to  Christians.  . 

I^r  Hughes's  cloqtient  Discourse 
(No.  VI  )  is  founded  onZech.  viii. 
ii,  12.  After  opening  thiu  text  in 
the  original  sense  of  the  prophecy, 
IMr^Hiig4ie5,  adaptfng  it  to  presewt 
clrcumsiances,  piocccds*'  to  refer, 
ifckh  pious  and  patriotic  feeling,  to 


patriotism,  in  the  present  import, 
ant  juncture ;  and  we  sincerely 
hope  it  will  please  God  to  realize 
the  prediction,  in  which  they  z\\ 
concur,  -^  of  deliverance  and  safety 
la  our  country. 

NEW  PUBLICATIONS. 

Sermons  on  Interesting  Subject?; 
including  the  Service  of  TwoConw 
inunion  Sabbaths.  By  the  Rev*. 
Robert  MacCulloch,  of  Dairsie. 
ismo,  boards,  3  s.  6d. 

TheDury  of  Seeking  the  Thin^ 
which  are  Christ*s :  a  Sermon 
prcaclied  before  the  Edinburgh 
Mi:»sionary  Society,  at  their  last 
Meeting.  By  the  Rev.  D.  Black, 
one  of  tiie  Ministers  of  Edinburgb. 
&VO,  is. 

Baxter's  Call  to  the  Unconverted. 
A  new  and  ^emiine  Edition.-  Fice 
Paper,  izmo,  fs.6d.  boards;  sheep, 
IS.  9d.  ;  calf^  2s.  6d. 
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MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 
The  following  »ntcresting  paper  wes  writteji  previous  to  the  late  nipftfre? 
between  England  and  France.  TTKe  serious  reader  will  regret  thaH 
for  the  present,  the  prosecution  of  the  war  presents  an  insurmountable 
obstacle  to  the  generous  efTortc  of  Britons,  in  behalf  of  the  Protestant 
Religion  in  that  country. 


Memoir,  cenfmitted  to  the  care 

of  Mr.  O ,  an  Evglisk 

Gentleman,  by  M,  Martin, 
Pa%k>r  of  ike  Reformed 
C/turch  at  Bourdeaux,  to  be 
praentedto  the  London  Mii* 
sionary  Societtf. 

Mr.  O —  was  re<juested  to  pre- 
sent to  the  London  Missionary  So- 
ciety the  following,  observations 
made  upon  reading  the  Report  of 
the  Deputation  sent  to  enquire  into 
the  State  of  Religion  in  France ;  and 
to  recommend  them  to  the  attention 
of  those  gentlemen,  with  all  the  ar- 
guments winch  his  talents  and  zeal 
can  furnish  him  with. 

The  plan  which  the  London  Mis- 
sionary Society  has  forn^ed,  to 
establish  and  propagate  the  princi- 
ples of  pure  Christianity  through- 
out the  whole  extent  of  France, 
will  ever  do  honour  to  the  memory 
of  those  who  devised  it,  and  entitle 
ihemtothe  love  and  gratitude  of 
every  real  Christian.  To  assist 
the  execution  of  so  piaiseworthy 
and  beneficent  a  design,  the  four 
following  measures  arc  proposed; 
but  which  can  liere  be  only  sketch- 
ed out :  — 

I.  To  publish  an  Address  to 
the  French  Protebtant5,  to  revive 
^heir  zeal ;  and  to  engage  them, 
everywhere,  to  re  -  es»ii*blish  di- 
vine worship. 

II.  T^  establish  a  correspond* 
encc  as  extensive  as  ciixum.stances 
will  admit,  between  the  Society 
in  England  and  the  Reformed 
Cluirclies  in  France. 

III.  To  distribute  gratis,  or  at 
alow  rate,  the  following  books :  — 
I. The  Bible  ;  2.  The  Psalters  used 
l»y  the  French  diurche^  J    3  r  Me- 


thodical aradi  Instructive  Cate- 
chisms; 4.  A  Collection  of  Prayers, 
such  as  tliat  called  <*  The  Food  <€ 
the  SouJ,''  by  M.  Osterrald ;  5. 
Writings  adapted  to  advance  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  the  Chris- 
tian Relrgion ;  6.  A  Periodical 
Work,  intended  to  defend  the  doc- 
trines and  precepts  of  Christkinity^ 
and  in  which,  whHe  matters  of 
controversy  are  avoided,  fcspetft 
for  the  gDvernment  and  submis$i<m 
'to  the  laws  of  the  state  are  recom- 
mended. 

If  religious  books  are  scarce  m 
France,  it  is  to  be  attributed;  ist. 
To  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of 
Nantz ;  and  to  the  pcrsecutioiis 
whrcli  followed,  during  a  period  of 
eighty-years :  —  2d,  To  the  prin- 
ciples ot  the  Infidels,  who,  durinfe 
the  reign  of  Terror,  efideavotired 
to  abolish  Christfanity  ;  and  who 
thought  to  obtain  their  end,  hf 
committing  to  the  flames  a  great 
part  of  tJie  writings  of  the  eccle- 
siastics. 

IV.  To  grant  pecuniary  aid  to 
pastors  ;  especial^  those  w1k>  have 
large  families. 

it  is  proper  to  observe,  that  the 
French  ministers  arc  in  general  very 
poor  :  —  that  their  churches  do  not 
afford  them  the  necessaries  of  life : 
—  and  that,  to  provide  for  them- 
selves, they  are  obliged  to  foUo^r 
other  occupations,  which  are  ndt 
congenial  with  the  ministry  ;  wMle 
the  state  of  poverty  to  which  they 
are  reduced,  degrades  and  discou- 
rages them,  and  deprives  them  oi 
the  capacity  to  fulfil  tlie  important 
diities  of  their  statibns. 

It  is  true,  that  the  law  reUttve 
to  religious  worship  provides  for 
them,  as.well  as  for  the  Catholic 
ministers,  a  suitable  maintenance ; 
bu;  idthough  it'is  a  year  since  ii 
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was  enacted,  it  has  never  yet  been 


pot  in  force  ;  and  there  is  rea-^on  to 
iear  that  it  will  not,  for  a  longtime 
to  come. 

If,  therefore,  tJ^e  London  So- 
«iety  would  send  pecuniary  assist- 
ance to  the  PVcnch  pastors,  the 
greatest  good  would  result  to  re- 
ligion ;  for, 

lit.  The  pastors  wotild  take  fresh 
courage,  and  proceed  with  more 
ardour  in  the  promotion  of  religion 
and  piety. 

id,  They  would  not  be  obliged 
to  engage  in  occtipations  foreign  to 
their  ministry  ;  and  they  would  de- 
Vote  their  whole   time   to  the  ser- 
I  "Vice  of  the  churches. 

3d,  They  would  be  enabled  to 
give  a  better  education  to  their 
children,  who  miglit  succeed  them 
in  their  charges. 

4th,  The  ministers  who  have 
quitted  thefr  profession  to  follow 
ethers  which  afforded  more  certain 
means  of  subsistence,  would  not 
he^i^ate  to  resume  their  offices. 

.jth,  In  short,  the  Christian  mi- 
nistry oft'ering  the  means  of  procur- 
ing the  necessaries  of  life,  many 
young  persons  would  embrace  the 
profes3»i(m  ;  the  number  ol  churches 
woAild  increase,  aiid  the  Protestant 
doctrine  would  rapidly  spread. 

Present  circumstance^  are  very 
favpurable  lor  the  execution  of  the 
jjlan  fonv.ed  by  the  Londoji  Mis- 
iconary  Society. 

I  St,  Becau6e  the  dangerous  ten- 
dency of  the  principles  of  infidelity, 
and  neceN&ity  of  religion,  are  ac- 
knowlcdged. 

ad,  Because  the  most  enlightened 
Catholics  prefer  the  Protestant  to 
the  Romish  religion. 

3d,  Because  the  Romish  clergy, 
no  longer  possessing  riches  where- 
by to  foster   the  credulity  of  the 
people,    are  fast  losing    their    in- 
iliience  i  and   the    time    is    come. 
when  Truth  must  triumph  over  the 
sophistry  of  Error. — in  support  of 
this  opinion,  we  may  apinral  to  the 
example  of  several  citici,  and  par- 
ticularly to  Bourdeaux,  where  muU 
tifudes  of  Catholics  attend  the  Pro* 
testant  worship ;   and  where  many 
.families  have  renounced   Popery  to 
embrace  the  doctrines^  of  tlic  Kc- 
ibrmatioo. 


Abstract  of  the  Report  of'  the 
Conirmttce  of  the  Mimonarif 
Society  to  Africa  and  the 
East,  delivered  at  the  Annual 
Meeting,  :u  May,  ISaj. 

The  Committee  observe  thattbey 
have  judged  it  necessary  to  proceed 
with  peculiar    caution,    and    that 
therefore  the  progress  of  tlie  Insti. 
tiition  has  hitherto  been  slow  ;  yet, 
they  trust,  their  design  has  been  ad- 
vancing, and  will  ultiinately  attaia 
the  desired  end.     It  appears,  that 
though  several  offers  of  Missiona- 
ries from  among  our  own  country- 
men have  been  made,  varions  inu 
pediments  have  as  yet  prevented 
their  engaging  with   them  ;   they 
have  therefore  been  induced  to  turn 
their  attention  towards  the  obtain- 
ing of  foreign  Missionaries.      Two 
young  men  from  the  Seminary  at 
Berlin,  Mr.  Melchior  Rennet,  and 
Mr.  Peter  Hartwig,  have  been  pro- 
cured and  accepted  as  Cathechists. 
These  persons  are  intended  to  la- 
bour in  the  Soosco  country  in  Afiri* 
ca  ;  a  station  chosen  partly  on  ac^ 
cetiht  of  its  vicinity  to  the  Colonjp 
at  Sierra  Lecne,  and  partly  because 
the  Society  have  already  printed  se- 
veral tracts  in  the  Soosoo  language. 
The^e  Missionaries,  being  ik)w  ia 
England,   have  an  opportunity  of 
obtaining  some  knowledge  of  that 
tongue,  by  their  friendly  intercourse 
with   the  African  youths  now  rc-^ 
ceiving  a  useful   education  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  London. 
.    TheCommitteeareincorrcspond- 
ence    with    the   Directors   of  the 
Berlin  Seminary  for  the  selection  of 
four*  more  of  the  students,  who  are 
to  be  placed  under  a  colirse  of  in- 
struction suited  to  the  peculiar  ob- 
jects of  the  Society.     The  Com-  • 
mittec  express  their  hope  that  the 
fiorwardncss  of  strangers  to  engage 
in  this  arduous  work,  will  provoW 
to  holy  je>ilousy  many  of  their  own 
countrymen,  and  kindle  the  same 
spirit  of  fervent  zeal  in  many  mem- 
bers of  their  own  church,  to  dilFuse 
the  knowledge  of  Christ  in  the  Hea- 
then world. 

Mr.  ^ozelys  mettioir  rftpcetin^ 
a  Chinese  translation  of  the  Scrip- 
tures^ is  yet  under  the  coosidcfat^ 
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of  tlic  Society  tdr  promoting  Chris- 
tkin  Knowledge. 

■  The  Arabic  edition  of  the  Scrip- 
tures is  proceeding,  under  the  care 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Carlyle,  who  is 
recently  returned  from  Turkey  and 
Palestine,  to  whidh  part  of  the  world 
he  went  as  Chaplain  to  the  British 
Embassy  at  Constantinople.  The 
indifferent  state  of  his  health  since 
his  return,  has,  however,  retarded 
the  progress  of  this  important  ua- 
dertaking.  - 

The  Appendix  contains  Papers  of 
considerable  importance,  from  which 
the  following  Extracts  are  made. 

No.  I,  presents  us  with  the  copy 

of  a  letter  from  a  Clergyman  in  Cey. 

'  Ion  to  a  Gentleman  in  this  country, 

dated  Columbo,  Dec.   i8oi,  from 

whkh  we  shall  select  a  few  extracts. 

**  There  can  scarcely  be  any  doubt  that, 
if  the  exenions  which  are  practicable 
vere  nude,  the  whole  inhabitants  in  ihe 
British  lerriiorics  here,  would  willingly 
embrace  the  glad  tidings  of  salration." 

"  From  the  time  that  the  English  took 
possession  of  this  island,  until  the  arrival 
of  Mr.  North,  the  Christian  Schools,  and 
edacatioo  of  the  inhabitants,  were  entirely 
neglected.  Many  of  the  Churches  had 
fallen  down  in  ruins,  and.  thousands  of 
those,  who  once  called  themselves  Chris* 
tiins,  had  returned  to  their  ancient  Pagan- 
ism and  Idolatry.  During  the  Dutch  go- 
▼ernment,  no  native  could  be  admitted 
into  any  office  without  professing  that  he 
was*a  member  of  the  Reformed  Church. 
There  was  likewise  a  prohibition  again9t 
erecting  any  new  Pagan  temples,  which 
falling  to  the  ground  on  the  arrivat  of  the 
English,  the  number  of  these  has  been 
doubled.  However,  the  more  lenient  mea- 
sures which  governYnent  now  adopts, 
promise  to  improve  the  knowledge  of 
those  who  still  call  themsclres  Disciples  of 
Christ,  and  may,  perhaps,  be  the  means  o£ 
recovering  the  W  sheep. 

*'  The  British  possessions  on  the  island 
are  divided  into  four  districts.  These  are 
divided  into  countiesr  which  are  subdivi* 
dcd  into  parishes.  In  eveiy  parish  is  es- 
tablished one  Protestant-schooly  wher9  the 
youth  are  instructed  in  reading  and  writing 
their  own  language,  and  in-  the  principles 
•f  Christianity.  The  Protestants  likewise 
attend  divine  service  thece  on  Sundays 
and  other  holidays.  Oyer  every  ten  schools 
is  appointed  one  cathechist,  whose  busU 
nets  it  is  to  perfbrm  a  visitation  once  a 
month,  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of 
the  teachers,  to  examine  the  progress  made 
by  the  scholars,  and  to  exhort  them  to 
i^oftry  aod  diligeoce* 


"  In  each  of  the  lesser  districts  is  esta* 
blished  a  native  officiiting  preacher,  mho 
has  been  examined  by  the  present  Gover- 
m>r  and  Ordinary,  and  who  is  instructed 
to  perform  divine  service  ia  one  of  the 
churches  or  schools  every  Sunday  ;  to  ad- 
minister the  sacrament  of  baptism,  and  to 
solemnize  marriages  ;  to  exhort  the  sick 
or  dying,  and  to  bury  the  dead  according  * 
to  the  form  of  the  church  of  England. 
He  is  also  instj-ucted  to  visit  all  the 
schools  within  his  province,  at  least  three 
limes  in  the  year,  during  which,  he  is  to 
endeavour  to  edify  his  flock  by  his  con- 
versatlort  and  his  sermons,  to  examine  par- 
ticularly the  conduct  and  ability  of  the  ^ 
catechists  and  schoolmasters,and  to  inform 
the  Principal  of  the  schools  minutely  of  ' 
all  that  occurs. 

**  I%each  of  the  principal  districts  are 
one,  two,  or  three  clergymen,  who  have 
been  ordained  in  Europe ;  to  each  of  whont 
is  committed  a  superintending  charge  o£ 
a  certain  number  of  the  schools,  of  which 
he  performs  a  visitation  once  a  year,  and 
administers  the  holy  communion. 

**  Some  of  the  native  preachers  and 
ca  techists  are  really  men  of  principles  and 
abilities,  and  extremely  useful. 

**  By  the  last  general  returns  Ih  the 
ecclesiastical  department,  th-re  were  near- 
ly 170  schools,  and  upwards  of  342,000 
Protestant  Christians.  The  number  of 
Christians  professing  the  religion  of  the 
church  of  Rome,  is  likewise  vt-ry  great. 
There  are  about  fifteen  of  these  priests  oa 
the  island,  who  are  indefatigable  in  their 
labours,  and  are  daily^  making  proselytes. 
Religious  knowledge  is  so  confined,  that 
the  people  gladly  make  use  of  any  prayers, 
or  forms,  which  are  given  to  them ;  and 
have  scarcely  »ny  books  to  study,  unless 
tHe  Bible.  The  doctrines  of  those  who 
have  been  educated  by  the  Dutch  are  pure- 
ly Calvmistic,  and  their  sermons  evange^ 
lical. 

"  The  Honourable  Frederic  North,  go- 
vernor of  the  island,  has  interested  him- 
self deeply  in  the  diffusion  of  our  holy  re- 
ligion I  and  I  hope  that  the  beneficial  ef- 
fects of  his  care  and  attenri  jn  will  be  long 
felt  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  i^and. 

'<  Besides  the  establishments  alrea^ 
mentioned,  we  have  at  Columbo  a  very 
flourishing  academy  divided  into  three 
schools,  Cingalese,  Malabar,  and  Euro- 
pean. They  are  taught  English  as  well 
as  the  qative  languages,  in  the  most  perfect 
manner.  The  Cingalese  arc  sons- of  the 
head  men  j  and  several  of  them  already 
converse  very  well  in  Enelish,  and  make 
tolerable  translations.  These  young  men 
will  be  well  grQunded  in  the  principles  of 
Christianity ;  and  1  have  great  hopes  that, 
when  spread  abroad  amongst  their  coun- 
trymen, their  influence  and  exam.^le  will 
prodace  themo$  bapPT  C0Dse<|u<ntes 
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"  A  supply  of  English  Bibles,  Praycr- 
Bt>oks,  and  any  oihci"  useful  books,  wo&ld 
be  of  ihc  greau sr  benefit  to  us." 

Appendix,  No.  2,  is  taken  from 
the  ChristianObservcr. vol.  1.0.329. 

Appendix  No.  4,  contdLins  thoughts 
^oncernin^  a  mission  to  Astracan,  by 
the  Rev.  Henry  Brunfon,  who,  as  sip. 
pears  from  the  next  article  in  the  ap- 


1NTELI/IGENC¥< 

cicty  ;  for,  in  my  opinion,  their  wantow 
rin^  life  and  Christianity,  are  totaQy  isi* 
coosistcnc  with  each  other.  I  never  bcaM 
of  a  wandcriag  Cfhrfstian  nation. 

"  This  benevolent  and  obliging  noble* 
ftian  was  100  sagacious  not  10  discern  tfais. 
He  explained  out  o^iject  t»  the  Emperor, 
who  allowed  him  10  give  ns  an  open  let- 
ter to  governors,  3cc.  &c.  3cc.  rrqairin^ 
them  to  aiford  ds  protect  km  aifd  assistSTYce; 


pendix,  has  to  a  considerable  degree,  .^^  promised  to  further  any  plan  for  pro- 
succeeded  in  carrying  into  execu-  moling  our  object, 
tioa  his  own  sugge:>tions.  The  ac-  <<  We  accordingly  travel  If  d  by  the  wiy 
c^uiit  of  his  success  is  contahied  in  of  Moscow,  Sarepta,  Astrac  tn,  &c.  Jtc* 
a  letter  from  that  gentleman,  dated  tbove  3000  verses ;  and  at  last  5 zed  00 
Corass,   Bcshasaw,  near   Qeotghi-  the  place  where  we  now  are.  It  is  within 


eiisk,  January  27,  1803;  an  ab- 
stract  of  which  may  not  be  unac- 
ceptable to  bur  readers, 

**  I  have  met  with  a  degree  of  prospe- 
rity in  my  undertaking,  that  makes  me 
,  afiaid.  Providence  has  enabled  mc  to  do 
mere  than  ever  1  meditated.  Wc  have 
fixed  ourselves  in  a  village  which  separates 
the  Tartars  from  the  Cabardians,    who 


a  fewda)rsjournev  of  Persia  and  Bokkaria^ 
and  within  50  miles  of  Turkey. 
*  "  After  proceeding  thus  far,  I  thmght 
It  adviseable  to  write  to  tb^  noblemaa 
who  had  been  so  obliging,  to  »ee  whether 
it  might  be  possible  for  bs  10  obtam  ihe 
privileges  that  we  concelvcdl  to  be  Bcee»> 
sary  for  the  execution  of  our  plan.  With* 
out  liberty  to  ransom  the  slaves  of  tbe 
people  around  us  (particularly  those  of 


inhabit  a  great  part  of  Caucasus.    Most  of    them  who  might  become  Christians)  aol 


these  are  Mahometans;  but  they  have 
teen  lately  converted,  and,  on  that  ac» 
count)  are  considered  to  be  less  teoacioas 
of  their  religion  than  the  Tartars. 

*•  The  place  in  which  we  have  settled, 
is  on  the  frontier  of  the  Russian  empire ; 
but  properly  in  the  Circassian  country. 

'*  Wc  do  not  conceive  that  wc  are  in 
hiuch  danger,  as  the  people  behave  to  as 
}n  a  friendly  way.  The  place  is  healthy. 
I  never  had  better  health  anywhere. 

**  My  plan  for  attempting  the  conver- 
sion of  the  Tartars  and  other  nations,  si- 
tuated between  Europe  and  India,  has  al- 
ways been  to  fonn  an  academy  for  edu-  ' 
eating  youths,  la  some  central  situation 
where  protection  might  be  found;  that 
those  of  them  who  should  appear  most 
pious,  sensible,  and  zealous,  might  go 
into  their  native  countries  and  preach 
the  Gospel.  I  proposed  to  ransom  them 
for  this  purpose,  as  I  dreaded  lest  those 
•who  arc  free  could  not  be  procured. 

**  I  have  already  informed  you  df  my 
being  introduced  to  a  nobleman,  to  whom 
I  owe  much,  who  is  one  of  the  Emperor*! 
principal  ministers.  To  him  I  endeavour- 
ed to  explain  the  plan  that  I  had  meditat- 
ed, and  to  show  him,  that  the  conversion 
of  the  Tartars  to  Christianity,  would  be 
highly  favourahlf  to  their  condition  ;  as 
it  would  lead  them  to  cultivate  the  soil, 
and  form  .nmonc  ibenisclves  such  rela- 
tions arid  iastiiutions  as  bind  civilij^d  so- 


laitd  for  those  to  settle  on  who  mtghc 
embrace  our  opinions,  and  secority  for 
them  against  the  outrages  of  their  bigot- 
ted  countrymen,  I  saw  no  way  In  whidb 
we  could  hope  for  success. 

**  I  ventured  therefore  to  propose  seve- 
ral articles,  to  which  I  wished  to  procure 
the  sanction  of  the  Entpevor^  and  which  1 
conceived  to  be  sufficient  to  lay  a  foaoda* 
tion  for  the  liberty  and  safety  of  a!l  who 
might  embrace  the  Gospel  within  5^39 
versts  of  us.  To  all  which  the  Emperor 
has  agreed,  and  has  ordered  land  to  be 
given  us  When  we  may  want  it. 

**  It  is  impossible  >o  express  how  modi 
we  are  obliged  to  the  Russians. 

**  Although  I  doubt  not  the  Society  for 
Missions  to  Africa  and  the  East  have  al- 
ready sufficient  engagements,  yet  maj  t 
not  venture  to  ask,  N\Tiether  they  might 
not  ransom  a  few  Tartar  youths  ?  Shotfld 
any  of  them  pftov^  pious,  they  might  af- 
terwards do  much  in  propagating  the  gos- 
pel. I  humbly  conceive  that  I  tooH 
teach  them  any  language  tha^  yon  woold  , 
wish  tttem  to  be  tai^hr.  I  should  take 
care  especially  to  teach  them  the  ^rsiai 
laugua^.  You  cannot  conceive  the  re- 
spect and  attention  that  a  Tartar  of  Cir<* 
cassian  would  meet  with,  who  understood, 
the  Arabic,  Turkish,  Persian,  and  Tattir 
languages  wtli.  Should  1  die,  there voald 
be  others  of  my  assooiacet  to  take  care  of 
them.*' 
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EDINBURGH. 

Sept.  Sth.  XF03.  The  Asspjciate 
Synod  (or  General  A'^sembly  of 
Burgher  Seceders)  met*  at  Edin- 
burg^h,  a«d  agreed  tJiat  the  fol- 
lowing Address  should  be  read 
from  ttic  Pulpit  by  aU  the  Wl'u 
blisters  under  their  inspection,  on 
tie  third  or  foMrth  Sai>bath  of 
September:  which  was  done  ac- 
cordingly^ 

Pearly  beloved  Brethren, 
In  the  coui-se  01  divine  Provi- 
dence, these  kingdoms  are  again  in- 
volved in  tlie  c^iamittes  of  war,  and 
are  contenidin]^  for  their  exi  tence 
against  that  ambitious  and  over- 
grown power  which  Has  sqbducd 
or  humbled  the  othe^  nations  of 
tirropc.  We  deem  it  fit,  in  the 
exercise  of  our  pastoral  care,  to  call 
on  you  to  consider  seriously  ihe  im- 
portant dutieSi  which  you  arc  re- 
quired by  this  awful  dispemjation 
to  perform.  Under  this  mipression, 
•we  have  resolved  to  embrace  an 
early  opportunity  of  assembling 
with  Oiir  several  congregations,  to 
humble  otirselves  betorc  God,  tt) 
supplicate  his  mercy,  to  deprecate 
ixnpiending  ^idgni^nts,  and  to  he- 
5eech  liim,  that  he  would  speedily 
turn  war  intp  peace  to  the  ends  of 

the  earth. 

Brcthrea,  <?ijr  enemy,  while  he 
is  practised  ia  a]l  the  arts  of  cruelty 
^nd  deceit,  is  during  in  enterprise, 
brave  aiid  skilful  in  ^yar  ;  and  thp 
iron  despotism  of  hJs  government 
favours  Ijim  in  the  secrecy  of  his 
deigns,  aind  tlije  siiddeniiess  of  thVir 
execution.  Enyio;is  ^f  pur  pr^^s- 
perity,  and  regarding  us  witii  ma- 
lignant jealousy,  as  the  chief  obsta- 
cle to  his  scheme  pjaggrandibcmenc 
Juid  dominion,  h^  comes  to  over- 
throw our  constitution,  to  desifpy 
Oijr  commerce,  to  plunder  pur 
wealth,  and  to  redp^re  jjs  to  a  state 
of  abject  4ependenci;  on  his  impe- 
rioiis  will,  in  tlie  ruin  of  our  ciyil 
privileges,  pur  r^H^iun,  which  is 
dcairertp  us  th^n  thein  aU,  would 
be  involved ;  for  this  jman,  by  lurijs 
an  Infidelj   a  Maliumctan,   and   a 


Roman  Catholic,  ha^  avowed,  in 
tJie  face  of  the  sun,  his  coiuempt  . 
for  a41  religion,  and  wishes  to  es- 
tablish  an  u^cpntrouled  jurisdiction 
over  the  consciences^  as  well  as 
the  bodies  of  men. 

To  provide  for  those  of  his  own 
household,  and  by  consequence  to 
defend  them,  is  a  duty  which  our 
rclig'ion  enjoins  upon  every  man  who 
processes  it.  A  nation  is  a  society 
of  families,  united  for  mutual  se- 
curity and  comfort.  It  is,  there- 
fore, not  less  incumbent  upon  us  as 
Christians  than  as  men,  to  join  to- 
gether for  the  defence  of  our  coun,. 
try,  aiKi  of  those  manifold  privi, 
leges,  civil  and  religious,  which  a 
free  constitution  ha$  transn^itted 
through  past  generations,  in  a  iiCy 
gree  of  unrivalled  excellence. 

The  country,   which  is  now  ia 
danger,  is  endeared  to  us  as  the  land 
of  our  nativity,  and  the  depository 
of  the  ashes  oi*  our  fatjicrs  and  our 
kindred.     It  is  hallowed  by  the  or- 
fiinancesofour  God,  and  ia  become 
venerable  in  our  eyes,  a^  the  place 
in  wliich  we  have  rcreivcd  spiritual 
blessings,  the  earnest  and  foittaste 
of  the  happiness  of  Heaven.     Bre- 
.tluren,  coijld  you  endur-e  to  behold 
fiiich  a  cpuiijtf y  invaded  and  laid  de* 
solute  by  the  insulting  foe,  whilst 
you  possess  the  means  of  repelling^ 
the   aggression  ?  —  As  Dissenters, 
you  enjoy  the  most  valuable  privi- 
leges, under  tjie  mild  and  pquitaLIc 
Jaw  of  toleration.     A  nd  arc  you  not 
ready  to  testify  your  i^ratitijde,  by 
contributing  to  the  dclcncc  of  that 
excellent    governuM'nr,   by   which 
they  are  secured  i     it  is  k.iovnn  to 
niuny  of  ycu,    that  ypur  fctiiicis  in 
ihe  ^ece^sion-churci^  di:>tinguibhed 
thenl^elvcs,   in  a    tortncr   national 
sir^igglc,  by  their  Icyalty  and  their 
cowMge  ;    and   we   liusi  that   yuu 
will  convince  ihp  world,  that  you 
^re  woriiiy  to  inhprit  their  name, 
aj^d  to  occupy  their  post  of  honoiu*. 
\Ve  exhort  and  beseech  you   to 
sjand  fast  in  the  evil  day  ;  to  ncqoic 
yourselves    like  men,    and    to    be 
•  sifong^     Expect   not,   thut  in   aii- 
hwcr  to  your  prayers  for  prolccliun 
3  N  4 
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and  deliverance,  miracles  will  be 
wrought :— it  is  your  duty,  in  hum- 
ble dependence  on  the  Almighty, 
to  employ  the  human  means  ef  dc« 
fence  with  which  you  are  provided, 
and  to  look  for  his  blessing  on  your 
vigorous  exertions.  ,And  never 
were  men  called  upon  to  think  more 
seriously  on  the  aeep  stake  which 
depends  on  the  issue  of  the  contest. 
We  must  shield  from  destruction 
that  veoenible  fabric  which  our 
fathers  framed  by  their  wisdom,  and 
cemented  with  their  blood.  We 
must  even  struggle  for  our  exist- 
ence as  a  nation,  and  as  individuals 
against  a  foe,  whose  progress  has 
been  hitherto  marked  with  murder 
and  desolation.  Interest,Patriotism, 
Religion,  command  us  to  resist,  even 
unto  blood,  in  this  mighty  conflict. 

Are  you  resolved  to  obey  this 
command  ?  Let  the  fear  of  God, 
and  confidence  in  his  protection, 
give  solemnity  to  this  resolution. 
Life  is  not  to  be  exposed,  nor  as- 
saulted, with  light  or  frivolous 
fi^elings.  In  every  age,  the  most 
devout  men  have  been  the  bravest 
soldiers;  and  ^till,  <Mhe  people 
that  know  their  God  will  be  strong, 
and  do  exploits.**  The  faith  of 
the  gospel,  *and  the  hope  of  inu 
mortality,  will  inspire  you  with  in- 
vincible '  courage,  and  pn?pare  you 
for  the  worst.  Then,**  if  you  live, 
you  will  live  unto  the  Lord  j  if  you 
die,  you  will  die  unto. the  Lord; 
and,  whether  living  or  dying,  )ou 
will  be  the  Lord's.** 

Fiiially,  Brethren,  let  us  trust  in 
the  Lord  our  God,  and  contiuue 
incessant  in  praycyr.  His  perfections 
and  his  promises  assure  us  of  what 
he  is  able  and  willing  to  do  for 
those  who  rely  on  his  mercy  and  his 
power:  and  the  frequent  interposi- 
tions of  his  providence,  in  behalf  of 
our  country,  encourage  us  to  Jiope, 
that  he  will  yet  stretch  out  bis  arm 
for  our  salvation.  **Our  fathers 
trusted  in  God ;  they  trusted,  and 
he  did  deliver  them.  They  cried 
unto  him,  and  were  delivered  : 
they  trusted  in  him,  and  Mere  not 
confounded."  Let  their  children 
•ay/*  God  is  our  refuge  and  strength, 
a  very  present  help  in  trouble  ; 
therefore  will  not  wc  fear,  tlio'  tht 


earth  be  removed,  and  though  the 
mountains  be  c:irri«d  into  the  midst 
of  the  sea ;  though  the  waters  thcie. 
of  roar,  and  be  troubled  ;  though 
the  mountains  shake  with  the  swell, 
ing  thereof.  There  is  a  river,  the 
streams  whereof  shall  make  glad 
the  city  of  God,  the  holy  place  ot 
the  tabernacle  of  the  Most  High. 
God  is  in  the  midst  of  her,  (he  shall 
not  be  moved  ;  God  shall  help  her, 
and  that  right  early." 

Signed  by  our  appcMntment,  in 
our  name  and  our  pre^eace,  by 
Donald  Eraser,  ModeT00r, 

Ax)G.  ^.  A  n^w  particular  Bajs 
tist  Church  was  formed  at  ZjdM^ 
Bedfordslnre,  by.  thirty-nine  who 
have  withdrawn  from  the  old  con- 
gregation of  that  denomination  io 
the  same  place.  On  the  9ih  a 
new  meeting-house  was  opened  by 
three  public  service's.  Mr.  Slcap 
of  Chesham,  preached  from  Eiod, 
XX.  24.  ;  Mr.  Button,  of  Loudon, 
from  Ps.  cxxii.  7.  ;  and  Mr.  Hunt 
(from  Ridgeraont)  delivered  alec, 
ture  in  the  evening  :  Messrs  Harris, 
of  St  Alban's  ;  Illidg^,  of  X^ondon  • 
Grocer,  of  Wattord  ;  and  Fiwy, 
(of  .the  Westlean  connexion)  en- 
gaged in  prayer  and  other  pa^ts  of 
Uie  service. 

The  sixth  annual  meeting  of  the 
Evangelical  Society  for.  spreading 
the  guspcl  by  an  itinerant  ministry 
in  the  village^  of  the  four  northern 
counties,  was  held  at  Reeth^  August 
9th— nth.  On  the  evening  of  the 
9th,  Mr.  Graham  preached  from 
Heb.  vi.  18.  ;  and  Mr.  Camson, 
from  Psalm  xl.  i,  and  concluded. 
Aug.  10,  in  the  morning,  Mr.  Rus- 
tqn"  preached  from  Rev,  ii.  29.; 
and  m  the  evening.  Mr.  Kay  from 
Isai.  liii.-i.;  and  Mr.  C.  Whitfield 
from  Luke  XV.  7,  The  memben 
of  this  Society  met  in  Mr.  Cook's 
vestry,  Aug.  10;  when  Mr.  Gra- 
ham  was  requested  to  continue  his 
labours  four  months  longer  in  the 
same  places,  with  liberty  to  settle  a 
congregational  church  in  a  central 
situation.  Tl»enext  meetingtobeat 
Kendal,  the  second  Wednesday  in 
Aug.  1804;  Mr.  Hill  and  Mr. 
Berry  to  preach. 
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^.BPlr,  1^  A  large  room  wat 
•pf^n^  for  preaching  the  gospel,  at 
Bhhopstonc^  near  Salisbury,  which 
fiad  been  fitted  up  at  the  expence 
of  a  private  gentleman.  Mr.  Ro- 
berts (from  Mr.  SaflPcry's  church) 
preached  fromPs.  Ixxiv,  ai.  The 
Service  was  well  attended,  though 
the  gospel  has  been  very  lately  in- 
isoduced  into  this  dark  village. 

Saturday,  Sept.  3,  was  exe. 
ciited  zt  CarlisU^  Hatfield,  the  no- 
torious impostor  and  swindler.  He 
was  bom  at  Mortram,  in  Cheshire, 
in  the  year  1759.  He  married  a 
lady  ef  good  family  ;  but  soon 
squandered  away  her  fortune,  and 
left  her^  with  three  children,  to  de- 
pend on  the  precarious  charity  of 
jier  relations.  He  afterwards  tra- 
velled in  Ireland  and  America.  In 
1791  he  figured  away  in  Scarboro^ 
pretending  to  great  connections ;  but 
was  arrested  lor  debt,  and  confined 
eight  years;  when  a  lady  (his  for- 
ma: wife  being  dead)  took  him 
from  prison,  and  gave  him  her  hand 
in  niarrtSge.  After  this,  he  eor 
l;eped  into  partnership  with  some 
merchants,  got  a  clergyman  to  ac 
cept  his  drafts,  to  a  great  amount, 
and  made  a  splendid  appearance  in 
Jjondon;  he  even  proceeded  to 
canvas  the  borough  of  Queenbo* 
rough  as  a  canditkte,  previous  to 
the  last  general  election.  Being 
obliged  to  retire  from  the  indig- 
nation  of  his  CTedltors,  he  soon  after 
appeared  under  the  assumed  name 
of  Colonel  Hope,  in  the  north  of 
Ejiglandi  where  he  married  Mary 
of  Buttermere.  He  was,  however, 
5oon  suspected,  and  once  more 
obliged  to  decamp ;  but  at  length 
was  apprehended,  tried  for  for- 
gery, and  has  made  the  forfeit 
of  his  life  to  the  justice  of  his 
cptmtry. 

We  cannot  observe  the  abuse  of 
4alent  and  address  for  such  infa- 
mous purposes  without  a  sigh,  Lu 
menting  the  prostitution  of  abilities, 
which,  under  the  direction  of  grace, 
might  have  rendered  the  possessor 
respectable  and  useful.  His  awful 
end,*  however,  like  that  of  similar 
-Adventurers,  should  deter  young 
men  of  spirit  and  enterprize  from 
those  temporary  deceptions,  which 
may  dazzle  and  succeed  for  a  short 


season,  but  generally  terminate  ii| 
disgrace  and  death. 

Sept,  6th.  The  Independent  mi* 
nisters  of  QUurestersbire^  and  others^ 
met  in  association  at  Uley.  A 
double  lecture  was  preached  in  the 
morning,  Mr.  Hyatt,  of  Frome, 
from  Isa.  vi.  13.;  and  Mr.  Lowell^ 
of  Bristol,  from  Rey.  ii.  17.  The  af- 
ternoon was  employed  in  settling  the 
business  of  the  association  and  mis. 
sion  :  and  particularly  of. the  Inde- 
pendent Benevolent  Society,  wbiA. 
nas  now  in  the  funds  about  3aol« 
for  the  aid  of  the  widows  an!d  or* 
phans  of  ministers.  An  evening  lec- 
ture was  preached  by  Mr  Brownings 
of  Bristol,  from  Rom.  v.  S. ;  Mr. 
Sabine,  minister  of  the  place,  closed 
the  services  of  the  day  in  prayer. 
The  next  association  will  be  holdem 
at  Tewksbury,  in  the  spring  of  tto|- 


Sept.  7th,  wa^  opened  a 
meeting-house  ^iW^stCewts^  in  the 
Isle  of  Wight ;  Mr.  Davies  (a  stu- 
dent at  Gosport)  introduced  the 
service  in  the  morning  by  pray«r 
and  reading;  Mr.  Winter,  otNew, 
port,  also  prayed;  Mr.  Cox,  of 
Fareham,  preached  ;  Mr.  Hopkins 
concluded.  .  The  evening  service 
was  begun  by  Mr.  Murrell,  of  Ly- 
mington  y  Mr.  R.  Adams,  of  Win. 
Chester,  prayed;  Mr.  Bennet,  of 
Romsey,  preached ;  Mr.  Frey  (a 
converted  Jew)  concluded.  TIi« 
prospects  in  this  place  are  very  en. 
couraging ;  people  flock  in  grea^ 
numbers  to  liear  the  gospel.  Mr. 
Styles,  who,  under  God,  was  the 
means  of  introducing  a  stated  mi- 
nistry here,  has  engaged  to  labour 
constantly  in  this  congregation. 

Sept.  8.  Mr.  D.  Trotman,  late 
a  student  at  Bristol,  was  ordained 
pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  at 
Ihuksbury^  in  Gloucesteri>hire.  Mr. 
H.  Williams,  of  Cheltenham,  be- 
gan the  service,  with  reading  and 
f>rayer  ;  Mr.  L.  Butterwortn,  de. 
ivered  the  discoune,  and  after  Mr. 
Trotman's  confession  of  fauth,  prayed 
the  ordination  prayer  ;  Dr«  Rylaod 
gave  the  ch^ge  from  Eph.  iv.  15. ; 
Mr.  Morgan,  of  Birminghuui, 
preached  to  the  people  horn  Rom. 
XV.  29. ;  and  Mr.  Osborne^  of  Wor- 
cester, closed  in  prayer. 
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While  the  dependence  of  Brl- 
,  tons  should  rest  alone  on  the  Lord 
of  Ho€ts,  it  is,  matter  of  thankful. 
■es»  that  our  means  of  defence  are 
%o  ampic.  The  regular  focce  in  our 
jsland  is  said  to  be  not  less  than 
joo^coomen;  t*ie  miJitia  nearly  the 
•ame  mimber,  and  the  volnnteers 
full  half  a  million  :  but,  what  is  still 
better^  we  trust  there  are  more  than 
Booi^oao  praying  Christians  I  and 
wc  arc  sure  tliat  *'  the  rffectual  fer^ 
.  Tent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man 
aarailcth  much.'*  The  19th  ult. 
«as.  observed  by  many  congrega- 
tions,- both  in  town  and  country, 
as  a  day  of  prayer  and  humiliation, 
fiut  this  observance  was  certainly 
less  general  than  it  would  have 
Ikeen^  on  account  of  government 
Ibaving  a  few  days  before  this  oc- 
curred, issued  a  proclamation  for  a 
geoeral  natiocial  fafit  to  be  observed 
the  19th  instant^  wliich  we  hope  wiH 
lie  particularly  attended  toby  serious 
Christians  of  every  denomination. 

By  a  Ute:  act  of  parliament,  it  is 
inade  a  punishable  offence  to  con> 
ceal  th(:  birth  of  a  child.  In  con. 
sequence  of  this  wise  and  salutary 
Jaw»  several  women  have  already 
lieen  convicted  and  sentenced  to 
two  years  imprrsonment.  Thusi 
while  the  cruel  destroyers  of  their 
iftstard  oSspring  niay  escape  the  pu. 
nisbment  oi  death,  due  to  murder* 
crs  ;  and  which,  through  a  studied 
secrecy,  can  seldom  be  brought 
liome  to  theiii,  the  legislature  has 
3udlGious>y  contrived  that  they  may 
be  p.ut  to  shame,  and  that  their  im- 
prisonment may  operate  as  a  warn. 
Vi^  against  the  si.me  crimes  m  other 
lemuics, 

•  It  is  much  to  the  dfsgrace  of  a 
Christian  country,  and  an  awful 
proof  <]f  growing  ungodliness,  that 
instatices  of  suicide  are  so  frequent 
aniong  us.  Almost  every  week, 
the  public  prints  inform  us  of  some 
such  melancholy  events.  Among 
others,  ofie  took  place  lately  in  Lon. 
don,  in  the  person  of  a  German  by 
birth,  of  excellent  parents,  and  by 
|>refession  a  limnerl  Having  en- 
tered into  the  life-guards  about  a 
year  ago,  he  was,  for  the  first  time^ 


HXLIGI^Uf   INTBtLICENGK. 


on  Tuesday  the  5th  of  6q>t.  9^ 
pointed  on  the  King's  guard  ;  but 
being  kept  back  by  his  officer,  oq 
that  day  and  the  next,  on  acccmnt 
of  some  little  imperfections  in  hi% 
dress,  he  retired  to  his  chamber^ 
and  shot  himself  with  a  horse-pis- 
tol .  His  head  was  nearly  taken  off-; 
and  a  large  fragment  of  his  skull, 
driven  through  the  window,  was 
pfcked  up  in  the  street  by  a  boy. 
Such  is  tne  pride  and  the  sorrow  of 
the  world,  wjiich  wprk  death  I 

AVg.  zZj,  Being  exactly  seven 
years  since  he  first  addressed  that 
people,  the  Rev.  W.  Cooper  preach, 
ed  to  a  considerable  nivmocrof  Jews 
and  a  very  crowded  auditory  at  Sioq 
Chapel,  from  Isa.  ix.  16.  *<  For 
the  leaders  of  this  people  cause 
them  to  err-,  and  they  that  are  led  of 
them  are  dcitroyed."  After  an 
introduction,  calculated  to  engage 
their  strious  and  candi<i  attention, 
he  shewed,  that  in  many  lamentable 
instances,  t-fiis  people  had  been  fc. 
tally  misled,  and  there f ram  exhort, 
ed  them  to  •*  cease  from  man,"  and 
to  ••earch  their  o^n  scriptures  for 
themselves.  •  tie  then  endeavoured 
to  shew  them  that  their  leaders  still 
cause  them  to  err,  by  exhibiting  a 
concise  but  compreliensive  sketch 
of  the  evidences  for  Christianity, 
and  the  divine  authority  of  the  >Jew 
Testament ;  with  ^tsrinct  answers 
to  the  principal  objections  made  to 
both,  by  Jews  and  infidels.  In  the 
close  of  the  discouirs^^  they  were 
directed  to  look  forward  to  a  period 
when  their  nation  will  be  converted, 
and  the  Jews'  brought  into  the 
Christian  fold,,  togptbcr  with  th« 
fulness  of  the  Gentiles. 

The  congregation  at  Edmootoi| 
being  consyderably  increased  anc^ 
the  settlement  of  Mr.  Fowler,  ih? 
chapel,  has  been  enlarged^  and  was 
rc-ot)ened  foi"  public  worship,  Sept^ 
7th.  In  the  morning  a  sermon  wa^ 
preached  by  Mr.  Griftin,  of  Port- 
sea,  from  Isa  ix.  7.  ;  and  another 
'in  the  evenii^,  by  Mr.Jqhn  Cooke, 
of -Maidenhead,  from  Ps.cxviii.  25, 
The  services  of  the  day  were  opcne4 
by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Stepney : 
Messrs.Thomas,  of  Enfield;  Goui^ 
and  CoUison  engaged  in  prayer. 
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SATURDAY  EVENING.  —  Olncy  Hymns.  B-ok  ft,  Hynwxt^ 

Set  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  IJawker. 


'-^  .    «     .  .         .  ^L.^ 1.      /^^J.    U.^W      Ui^MirrKr    M«    OH   OUF     WAT. 


Safc-ly    thro'  a  •  no-  thcr    week,  God  hath  brougtit  us  on  our  waf. 
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Let     0$      now    a      bless  -  ing    seek 


On  rh'   approaching  Sabbath  Day- 


aafffOTt^tpi 


Day      of      all  the   week  ihe      best      Emblein     of     e    «  tcr » na|   ««t. 
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THE  THISTLE  DOWN. 

Gbh.  ill.  17>  '8. 

firrW  /i   t/iif  ground  Jor  thy  sake  : 

'     ihras  also  and  thhtUs  shall  it 

bring  forth  to  thee. 

Ah  !    go,  ye  ia4  remembrancers, 

(^(lienc  to  (he  Lord  ; 
And  scatter  down  to  future  yean 

The  si^ets  of  his  word. 
If  whirl'd  upon  the  stormy  west. 

Or  sailing  with  the  b^•(ize^ 
Of  scarce  atloat  on  £ve*  s  calm  breast, 

Still  speaking  his  decrees. 
Hover  round  infidelity,  ' 

Wave  slow  before  his  eyes  ; 
Prc^s  him  to  own,  fulfill'd  in  thee, 

The  message  of  the  skies. 
Wing'd  by  the  curse,  spread  want  aroand ! 

preach  vengeance  as  ye  fly  ! 
Then  bid  the  trnubl'd  thought  rebound 

To  peaceful  Calviry  I 

Aloud  denounce  the  righteous  woe 

On  Eden's  exiles  laid  : 
But  loodcr  yet,  where'er  ye  go, 

Proclaim  the  ransom  paid  ! 

BoBom'd  in  down,.lo,  curses  rove. 

On  silent  jyioions  borne  ! ' 
©ur  least  suspected  comforts  prove 

The  f  arcnti  of  a  iboru. 


Great,  condescending  hu^bandmaa! 

Behold  the  lurking  seed; 
And  grant,  O,  grant  thy  saving  h«n^. 

To  crush  ihc  deathful  wcedt  T.  BU 


AN  HYMN 
FOR  THE  APPROACHING  FAST. 
J,UDG.  V.  lO,  XI. 

Lord  of  the  starry  hosts, 

Let  them  for  Britain  fight ! 
While  angels  mighty  guard  our  coasts, 

Artd  put  our  foes  ta  tlight.    -     " 

I  f  they  Inv  ade  ou  r  i  sle, 

Let  Nature  rise  in  arms; 
In  mercy  on  our  navi:,«  sniJ*', 

And  /riiwn  on  GaUla's  swarms. 

Si  retch  out  thy  powVfu!  arm. 
And  wield  the  sword  ot  war  , 

Briiamva  shield  from  ihrf-at'ntr.g  harm  . 
And  spread  her  cni.ucrcc  far. 

Here  mav  religion  shine, 

And  pifty  i'lcrL-aic  ; 
So  shall  our  t'.ank'ul  heaits  be  iMne,      ^ 

An  '  praise  the  ood  of  Peace. 
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•^  t^cttonate  Tribute  to  tfie  Memory      When  the  tast  hour  of  life  rfriwj  ol^ 


.  of  Mr 5^  Btiiley^  lately  the  cmiable 
^V^  of  James  Bditey,  Esq.  of 
Bristol. 

TuiM  hither,  bni,  my  streaming  cyes^ 
Thi«  is  the  tpoc  ye  so  much  prize  | 
Beneaih  this  turf,  respected,  lies 

My  tooikbi. 
When  I  beheW  thee  borne  away, 
I  marlc'd  the  melancholy  day, 
And  evVy  tear  appeared  to  say^ 

My  mother! 
And  when  upon  thy  dying  bed 
I  stw  thee  gentry  drop  thine  head, 
IkUs'd  thy  lovely  cheeks,  tho*  dead, 

My  mother* 
fterrow  o'erwhetros  my  weary  brain  j 
Thou  canst  not  listen  ro  my  strain  ; 
Thy  poise  will  uevir  beat  again. 

My  mother. 
Jn  Ttin  th«  morning  shines  for  me  f 
A  gloom  encircles  all  1  see  ; 
1  pine  and  languish  still  (ot  thee» 

My  mother. 
My  hearty  a  straiiger  once  to  pain, 
Ko«r  can  do  nothing  but  complain 
And  sigh  for-thee^  and  sigh  in  Taifl, 

My  mother. 
The  San  emits  his  golden  fire. 
And  robes  the  fields  in  gay  attire; 
Bot  'tis  ihy  presence  I  require, 

My  mother, 
O,  could  thine  ere  behold  my  fear  f 
O,  might  the  wfods  my  waxlings  hear  I 
Perhaps  thy  spirit  still  might  hear, 

My  txkother. 
Ai)d  can  I  thus  in  vain  deplore  ! 
Is  thy  endearing  form  no  more  ? 
Art  thou  not  on  some  happier  ^hore, 

My  mother  ? 
Yet,  tho«  an  there,* unfettered,  free. 
Glowing  with  immortality ; 
Think  of  thy  child,— O  think  of  roe, 

My  mother  f 
Sootn  It  mom  lifts  his  pnrpte  eye 
ftesplcndent  in  the  eastern  sky, 
I'll  speaLtby  namp,  and  look  on  high. 
My  mother. 
At  noon,  reclin'd  beneath  the  shade, 
Fancy  shall  wander  where  ihou'rt  laid, 
And  strew  her  flow'Vs  around  thy  hi^ad, 
'     My  mother* 
When  eve,  in  iaisje  garments  drtss*d, 
InvitfS  me  to  my  wonted  rest, 
I'll  il»tn|^  how  richly  thou  arr  bless'd. 

My  mother. 
A  A  when  I  tread  the  blooming  green. 
With  aching  heart  a.id  pensive  mien, 
A  U  ihink  thou  rt  with  me,  tho*  unseen. 
My  mother. 


And  Mercy  stfmrnutis  rac  on  high, 
I'll  think  ot  thee  and  leafa  to  die. 

My.  mother. 
BHst9ri  B-H.P* 

HYMN, 

6ccasionc(i  by  «  sermon  preached 
Aug.  tgth,  iRoj,  by  the  Rev. 
G.  B— -J  from  Psalm  liL  L 

Whj  beastest  t/iou  t/tyself  in  mischiefs  O 

mighty  man  ?  the  goodness  of  ike 

Lard  ejidureth  cominuailf. 

Ambition  thro*  thelinman  breast^ 

Infuses  oft  its  madd'ning  fire  ; 
And  men,  with  ease  and  ^ety  bkst^ 

To  powV  unlimited  aspire. 
Some,  uacontroolM  dominion  gain, 

Aild  prostrate  slaves  exulting  vieif; 
O'er  vanquish'd  hosts  despotic  reign. 

And  boast  the  mischief  which  they  dft. 
Man,  following  thus  his  impioos  will, 

His  soul  to  wickedness  insures  ; 
But  God's  unbounded  goodness  still 

The  same  eternally  endures. 

The  countless  worlds  which  mil  oo  lii|b| 
Unite  his  goodness  to  declate ; 

And  all  his  wondVous  works  soppljf 
Fresh  proofs  of  his  paternal  care. 

The  mixt  events  which  hourly  roove^ 

Unfold  his  bountiful  designs  ; 
But  chiedy  in  redeeming  love 

His  everlasting  goodness  shines  f 
Here  saints  enjoy  a  rich  repast 

Of  blessings  in  profusion  stor'd  : 
And  here  their  joyful  spirits  taste 

The  fost'ring  goodness  of  the  Lord. 

Shall  Christians  then  mistrust  his  aid  } 

His  providential  eare  forget  ? 
Shall  they  an  earthly  tyrant  dread. 

Or  tremble  at  a  mortal*s  threat  ? 
No  :  God's  right  hand  can  conquer  those 

Whose  mad  ambition  knows  no  boondsi 
And^  England,  midst  a  thousand  foes. 

Is  safe,  if  God  her  shores  surrooab. 
Here  let  the  Christian  fix  his  trust. 

Nor  fear  the  Gallic  hoaster's  might; 
^  Tho*  oft  his  foes  have  lick'd  the  dust, 

Apd  vict'ry  crown'd  the  lawless  figfac 
Tho*  foreign  lands  his  conquests  feel,      , 

Where  inischief  mark'd  hismadcareeri 
The  Christians' pray  *rs  for  England's  weal 

Shall  frustrate  all  hiseffbru  here. 

•  Lord,  hear  our  pray'rs  ! —  on  thee  aloife 

We  fix  our  hop^s  in  danger's  houri 
Help  us  to  make  thy  glories  known, 
And  crush  the  mighty  b«aster*s  pow'rl 

Jac<^oes* 
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•M  BM  OI  R     <>'F 
THE  LATE  REV.  JOHN  CLARK, 

frlsrrOB:  OF  THB  BAVrni  CirUltCH  AT  CRO0HilRT0N>   WILTSW 

The  Rev.  John  Clark  was  the  offspring. of  pious  parent^ 
INrho  were  members  of  a  Baptist  church  at  Frome,  in  JJonierset- 
8hir^>  under  the  care  of 'a  I\Jr,  Sharp.  He  was  born' December 
$0>  I?  J 1^  and  was  put  to  school  to  a  Womari^  who  taught  hiui  / 
to  r^ad  ;  and  as  soon  as  he  was  able^  lie  was  set  to  work.  At 
dbout  fourteen  years  of  age^  be  ws^s  appren'ticed  to  a  cooper  at 
Fromie,  who  soon  after  removed-  to  Axbridge,  M'here  he  kept 
6l  public-house.  Mere  his  situation  became  so  uncomfortable, 
Aat  he  was  discharged  from  his  master  in  the  fourth  year  ;  and  i- 
returned  to  his  father's  house,  fn  consequence  of  the  conver- 
sation' he  witnessed  between  his  parents  and  their  friends^  to- 
gethei*  with  what  they  said  to  him  about  eternal  things,  he 
was  sometimes  led  to  thuik  of  the  state  of  his  soul;  yet  still 
he  proceeded  in  the  ways  of  aio,  tliough  often  reproved  by  his 
ton^ctehce,  and  frequently  promising  amendment. 

It  pleased  Tiod.  however^  about  liis  nineteenth  year,  to 
exert  the  powei:  or  his,  effectual  grace,  and  to  decide  the  pro- 
tracted conflict.  This  will  b^st  be  expressed  in  his  own  word$i 
detracted  from  a  paper  which  he  drew,  up  for  the  satisfactioa 
ef  his  friends,  about  two, years  before  hi^  death. 

^'  i  was  convinced,'*  saith  he^  *^  of  iiiy  sinful  ruined  state. 
and  was  filled  with  distress,  boixlefing  on  despair ;  so  tliat  i 
^^xpeqted  nothing  hnt  eternal  misery  in  Hed,  Ithouaht  th<^ 
clouds  appeared  charged  with  the  wrath  of  God;  ana  feared 
fhey  w6uld  burst  on  my  head  and  sink  m,e  into  endless  ruin^ 
In  thisawful*  state  I  continued  about  eisjhteen  days  j  but  oni 
iay^  beinff  al6ne,  lamenting  my  miserable  helpless  condition> 
these  woras  occurred  to  my  mmd^  "  Mj  grace  is  sufiicient  for 
thde.*^  Tlie  impression  was  so  forcible,  th jit  I  verily  tho^gh|' 
fiome  one  behind  me  had  spoken  them,  and  turned  round  to  seff 
IV ho  it  was  ^  bat  no  one  was  there*     I  wa$  gveatly  surprised; 

xu  SO 
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bat  soon  recollected  that  it  was  a  part  of  Scripture ;  and  hegKA 
to  thinks  Who  can  tell  but  what  there  may  be  hope  for  me  i 
My  mind  dweh  much  upon  it;  and  abovl  the  sane  tiiMraoiiie 
other^riptui^  abode  mubh  on  my  mind^  as  Ezek.  zvi«  7>  15, 
'^  I  spread  my  itkirt  over  thee^  and  entered  into  covenant  widi 
thee,  and  thou  becamest  mine :  — ^  and  thy  beauty  was'jperiect, 
through  my  comeKDe88>  which  I  had  put  upon  thee :  which 
expressioDil  1  was  led  to  apply  to  the  case  of  a  believing  sinner^ 
as  justified  by  the  perfect  righteousness  of  Christ  imputed  ta 
him.  While  meditating  on  these  things^  there  wpeared  lo 
my  mind  such  fulness  and  sufficiency  in  Christ,  and  in  what 
he  had  done  to  save  sinners,  that.  I  thought  I  could  rest  my 
soul  on  him  f<ar  life  and  salvation  ;  and  from  that  time  I  found 
my  mind  rdieved  irom  the  dreadfiil  burden  that  had  oppressed 
it.^' 

Soon  after  this  (August  I74£)  Mr.  Clark,  finding  a  desire  to 
unite  himself  with  religious  jpersons,  became  a  member  of  the 
church  at  Frome,  of  which  Mr.  Thomas  Hurne  was  then 
pastor.  Providence,  however^  occasioned  his  removal  to  Bath, 
Ivhere  he '  formed  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Robect 
Parsons ;  and  there  being,  at  that  time,  no  society  of  their  de* 
nomination  in  that  city,  a  few  friends  used  to  meet  at  one  of 
their  dwelling-houses  on  the  Lord^s  Day,  spending  their  time 
together  in^  reading,  prayer,  and  religious  conversation.  Thus 
the  mirii^erial  gifts  of  Mr.  Clark  began  to  be  exercised  with 
acceptance ;  and  being  desired  by  the  church^  at  Frome  to 
speak  on  some  portion  of  Scripture  in  the  presence  of  a  few 
friends,  it  was  asreed  to  desire  him  to  preach  the  word,  where* 
ever  he  should  be  invited.  In  August  1746,  the  church  at 
Crockerton  being  destitute  of  a  minister,  they  requested  him  to 
preach  there ;  and  at  length  chose  him  for  their  pastor.  The 
ordination  took  place  April  26,  1730:  the  principal  parts  o{ 
the  service  being  performed  by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Evansj  FuHer, 
and  Haydon. 

Mr,  Clark  now  resided  in  Frome ;  and  though  he  had  to 
travel  seven  miles  to  Crockerton  every  week,  j'Ct  never  dtsap-* 
pointed  bis  friends  on  a  Lord^s  Day  for  matiy  years  :  but  once 
being  pvertaken  With  a  pr9digious  fall  of  snow,  and  thinking 
his  people  could  not  expect  him  in  such  weather,  he  returned 
to  Frome  (which  he  used  to  call  his  Mother-Church);  and  en* 
tered  the  meeiing-house  just  in  time  to  hear  the  minister  name 
his  text,  —  which  was  Prov.  xxxi»  2 1,  '^  She  is  not  afraid'  of  the 
snow;'*  which  he  felt  as  a  severe  reproof  for  turning  back^ 
However,  he  made  it  sufficientiv  evident  at  another  time,,  that 
a  little  snow  could  not  hinder  nun  in  his  work  ;^  for  be  once 
walked  from  Frome  to  Bristol,  a  distance  of  twenty*four  miks^ 
to  preach :  after  which>  he  wrote  the  following  (toes  to  bi^ 
friend  :m> 
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^<  OA  Friday  last,  as  well  you  know, 
I  went  away  inlSakesof  snow; 
I  took  the  road  the  horses  trod» 
And  travell*d  on  to  senre  my  God; 
AndXhough  I  had  not  horse's  strength. 
Yet  safely  reached  the  end  at  length. 
May  I  so  safely  reach  the  shore 
Where  storms  and  tempests  are  no  more ! 
What  though  we  meet  with,  on  the  road. 
Some  little  things  that  incommode. 
The  end  will  more  than  overpay 
For  all  the  troubles  of  the  way  I'* 

Mr.  Clark  possessed  good  abilities  :  —  his  knowledge  of  men 
and  things  was  extensive :  h^  was  strictly  evangelical  in  his 
religious  sentiments;  nor  was  he  leys  strict  in  his  zeal  to  pro* 
mote  the  duties  of  personal  and  relative  religion.  Few  persons 
have  ever  obtained  a  better  report  from  them  who  are  without ; 
yet  he  thought  it  a  licht  thing  to  be  judged  of  man's  judgment : 
and  derived  his  satisfSctiop  not  from  the  good  opinion  of  men, 
nor  from  any  of  his  public  labours^  —  but  rather  from  his  com- 
munion with -God  in  private. 

This  good  man,  notwithstanding  the  excellence  of  his  cha- 
racter, and  long-continUed  usefulness  in  the  church,  was  the 
subject  of  much  spiritaal  affliction.  His  temptations  were 
sometimes  extremely  distressing.  He  was  assaulted  with 
horrid  suggestions  from  the  enemy;  and  was  tempted,  not 
only  to  doubt  of  his  own  personal  mtefest  in  the  blessings  of 
the  gospel,  but  even  of  the  authenticity  oF  the  gospel  itself^ 
His  conflicts  with  Satan  were  sometimes  uncommonly  severe^ 
but  he  was  enabled  to  fight  his  way  through,  and  at  length  to 
come  off  more  than  conqueror. 

Mir.  Clark^  in  the  short  narrative  before  referred  to,  modestly 
observes,  that  his  woridly  circumstances  had  uniformly  been 
in  the  humble  line^  When  his  family  was  increasing,  and  their 
sunport  depended  chiefly  on  '  his  own  labour,  he  found  it  difli* 
cult  to  keep  his  expences  within  his  income :  —  he  then  said, 
<'  I  shall  think  it  a  great  privilege  if  I  live  to  pay  all  my  debts.*' 
This  favour  he  obtamed;  and  then  uttered  this  extraordinary 
sentence,  •'  I  believe,  few  men  are  less  troubled  with  money 
than  I  am  ;  for  /  owe  nont^,  -^  J  am  owed  none,  —  and  /  have 
none?*  Some  of  his  friends,  hearing  of  this  expression,  sent 
him  so  many  generous  tokens  of  their  regard,  that  it  was 
thought  he  never  had  occasion  .to  repeat  the  latter  clause  of 
the^tence« 

Mr.  Clark  was  a  man  of  neace ;  and  being  asked  by  Mr* 
Sibree,  How  he  kept  himself  from  bein^  involved  in  quarrels  } 
repHed,  '^  By  letting  the  anery  person  always  have  the  quarrel 
to  himself.^— This  saving  havmg  been  mentioned  in  public 
lince  bis  deatbj  several  persons  in  Fromej  when  6  quarrel  wa» 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


|(I4  M5M0IR  OF  THE  JpATp  B^V,  S,Xlk^%. 

likely  to  ensue,  bavQ  said, '^  Come,  let  us  remember  oldMr* 

Clark,  and  leave  the  angry  man  to  q^iitrrei  ^y  hirnself.** 

The  Lord,  in  w!iose  hand  our  times  are,  ^as. pleased  to  pro^ 
long  the  life  of  Mr..Claik  tQ  hi3  <?Wfy-*ec#iiiyear ;  and  to 
continue  him  as  the  pastor  of  the  church  at  Crockerton  for 
tietirjijly -seven  years.  At  length,  however,  the  fleshy  taber- 
nacle sunk  under  the  weight  of  age.  A  (eW  weeks  before  his 
^eath  he  was  violently  assaulted  by  the  tao^pter;  when,  in 

Sreat  di^tress^  he  poured  out  bis  soul  to  God,  in  the  words  of 
►avid,  "  Cast  me  not  away  firom  |hy  preseqce  ♦  1**  and,  to  his 
great  relief  and  support,  these  words  were  given  him,  *'  I  will 
never  leave  thee  t-  •— Ip  the  following  nignt,  thinking  of  Dr. 
Young^s  idea,  "  That  i\\^  striking  of  the  ^loek  vyas  the  kiiell  of 
It  depaited  hour  ;**  ^nd  judging  that  his  tboughu  during  the 
l^our  preceding  had  been  useless  and  impertinent,  his  heart  ap- 

J>roacned  the  Lord  in  these  wprds, ''  Unite  my  heart  to  fear 
hy  name  J."  When  he  illustrated  the  blessing  desired,  by  the 
similitude  of  collectinff  the  rays  of  the  sun,  hy  a  glass,  into  ^ 
focal  point,  — so  he  desired  that  the  focus  of  bis  tbouglita 
might  be  Christ  himself.  This  new  train  of  thought  .engaged 
^is  attention  all  tlie  rest  of  tbe  night;  and  he  felt  no  pain  or 
yeariness.      , 

On  the  4th  of  April,  it  was  evident  that  death  w^  Mproachr 
ing  :  he  wished  to  be  helped  out  of  bed,  th^t  he  ipigbt  sit  by 
%\ie  fire;  but  as  soon  as  ,his  frienj:ls  began  to  remove  hipif  be 
ielt  great  weakness  and  pain  in  bis  fight  leg  and  thigh,  /io  tha^ 
he  could  not  be  removed  from  his  bed.  Ue  ihoi|gbt  this 
seizure  was  paralytic ;  but  it  was  soon  perceived  that  the  part$ 
were  cold  and  dying. 

The  next  day.  Sir.  Kingdon  coming  to  his  bed-side,  Mr* 
Clark  took  him  by  the  hand,  apd  sj^id,"  Farewell !  you  have 
bten  a  witness  of  my  life,  and  now  yoji  are  about  to  l^  a  wit?- 
ness  of  my  death.  I  have  a  wicked  heart;  and  t^e  cuemy  baa 
often  suggested  to  me,  that  there  would  come  «;n  unguarded 
moment,  m  which  I  should  ex|)ose  my  religion  to  banter  and 
Tidicule ;  bui  I  trust  I  am  now  got  out  of  his  reach.  Be  thank- 
ful !  be  thankful !  -^  We  have  lived  together  in  as*  much 
agreement  and  friendship  as  could  he  expected  in  this  world,* 
Mr.  Clark  also  signified  his  pcrsuasjoh,  Uiat  nothing  could  se- 
parate him  from  the  love  of  God  in  Clirist  Jesus,  and  that  his 
hope  was  more  established  than  it  used  to  be.  It  was  observed 
^o  him.  That  Jesus  Christ  came  into  the  world  to  save  sin- 
pers;^  on  which  he  said,  "  Suppose  I  now  thought  that  I 
am  not  a  sinner,  then  {   could  not  <jLei'ive  any  comfort  from 
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fkboot  t^rpe  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  .of  Tuesday,  tlie-5th  of 
JVpril,  iSOS.  *  ' 

Mr.  Clark  waj  twice  married.  By  his  fixst  wife  he  had  on^ 
Bon  and  three  d^ught<ers,  who  all  arrived  ^  mojujity  ;  byf  on]/ 
pae  daughter  sprvives  her  father,  Hi§  «econ4  ^^'ife  was  tli^ 
vridow  of  the  Riiv.  Abraham  liarwil!^  predeQe3sor  of  Mr.  King- 
'  don.  Mr.  Clark  has  left  eleven  grandchildren,  majjy  of  whoa\ 
a,re  respectably  settlpcjl,  aiid^Qine  of  thcj^n  have  large  families. 
Mrs.  Marshman,  wife  pf  qn^  of  the  Missioparies  at  Serampoxe^ 
is  a  daughter  of  his  eldest  child. 

The  remains  of'xhi9  venerable  servant  of  Christ  were  comiiv 
mitted  to.  the  grave  in  the  place  \ijhere  tie  used  to  .attend 
public  worship  ^n  Frome.  Missis.  Sibreeapd  Hyatt,  i^iahinj 
IQ  shew  their  Christian  respect  tp  the  dece^^d,  omitted  their 
pwn  services  on  the  Lora  s  Day  morning  of  th^  10th  of 
April.  Mr.'  Kingdon,  according  to  the  desire  of  Mr,  (6jark, 
preached  the  funeral  -  discourse,  fronq  1  Tim.  i.  15^  *^  This  is  9^ 
Jaithful  saying,"  &,c,  — It  was  well  observed  in  the  Sermqn^ 
that  "The  ccwipassioTi  of  Christ  £;2cawes  him  .to  save  sinners^  «-^^  ' 
^epower  of  Christ  fwai/fs  him  to  save  sinners^— and  thejara? 
ww^pf  Christ  binds  him  to  save  sinners.V  ,  • 

\  Mr.  Clark,  notwithstanding  his  very  great  age,  >v^as  enabled 

V  to  preach  at  Frome,  Jan.  9,  J 803,  but  three  mouths  befpre  his 
death,  from.  Col.  ii.  6,  *^  As  ye  have  received  Chfist  Jesus  the 
Ijord,  so  walk  ye  in  himV-  On  that  day  he  closed  his  ninety* 
first  year.  Many  persons  attended^  and  appeared  to  be 
lunch  affected.  Lest  he  should  become  giddy  by  ascending  the 
pulpit,  he  stood  in  the  table-pew,  leaning  on  the  top  o\  his 
ataff,  like  the  patriarch  Jaqob^  while  he  delivered  his  discourse! 

Thus  was  this  valuable  man,  after  a  long  Jife  of  piety  and 
usefulness,  gathered  to  his  fathers  in  a  good  old  age,  "  likea$  ' 
a  shock  of  corn  cometh  in,  in  his  season."  He  had  adorned, 
as  well  as  preached  the  doctrine  of  God  his  SavHour ;  and  ob- 
tained, by  an  unblemished  life^  the  good  opiniotl  of  all  his 
neighbours. 

We  shall  conclude  this  Memoir  with  an  extract  from  the 
pcation  delivered  by  Mr.  Hyatt  at  the  grave. 

After  many  pertinent  observations  of  a  more  general  nature, 
pn  the  Vanity  of  Man  as  mortal,  he  thus  proceeded  : — "  In  the 
act  of  committing  all  that  was  mortal  of  a  fellow-creature  to 
the  ^rave,  there  is  something  peculiarly  solemn.  There,  my 
*  breiSitQ,  lies  a  man,  an  aged  man,  a  father,  a  minister  of  the 
truth,  iuat  aboi^t  tQ  .  be  .  consigned  tp  tl>e  gloomy  mansion. 
There  lies  all  that  w^«^  jpportal  of  a  great  ^nd  good  man  ;  justly 
esteemed,  by  ^very  .iij^iY^diial,  v^it}iji^  t^^ese  \i(aUs,  that  kne^ 

^^ThjBre  lie  those, l^ai^s  whic^VotfpfJm/j^ur^  the 

hallowed  pages  of  inspiratiqp  ip  .ipi3JpuJi{iJ:,.,mot*\onJess  aiifl 
Iftiff,    Thexe  are  those  eye»  which  so  often  sparkled  with  life. 
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and  mih  pleasure  beheld  yon  thronging  the  house  of  God^ 
doted  in  aarkness.  There  lies  that  tongue  which  so  often,  ia 
your  hearing^  spake  of  the  infinitely  important  things  of  reU* 
gton>  silent  in  d^eath.  There,  unconverted  sinner,  lies  the 
man  that  so  often  "  warned  you  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to 
come.**  How,  oh  !  how  will  you  dare  to  meet  him  at  the  bar 
of  God  if  yon  die  in  sin  !    ■ 

^'  There  lies,  shall  I  say,  the  man  tfiat  was  to  f^me  of  yen 
your  spiritual' Father  in  Christ.  You  were.his  joy  here,  and 
will  be  his  crown  of  rejoicing  at  the  last  day.  To  you,  his  me- 
mory must  ever  be  peculiarly  dear.  Be  ye  followers  of  him  as 
he  followed  Christ ;  and  rejoice  in  the  prospect  of  soon  seeing 
him  in  that  world  where  all  is  perfection  and  joy. 

**  There,  my  much-esteemed,  my  honoured  father  in  the 
Mcred  ministry,  there  lies  your  brother  and. companion  in  tri- 
bnlation.  You  often  took  sweet  counsel  together ;  and  went 
to  the  house  of  God  in  company.  You  have  alternately  held 
up  each  otlier's  hands.  I  have  looked  ttt  you  as  a  Moses  and 
li  Joshua  among  this  people,  or  as  an  Elijah  and  an  EUsha :  -^ 
you  were  kindred  souls,  united  in  heart,  in  the  ^eat  cause  of 
Teliffion.  You  feel  the  providence ;  —  your  firicnd  is  gone. 
Ah  1  methinks  you  were  ready  to  say  with  Elisluu  when  Elijah 
went  up  to  Heaven,  **  My  father !  my  father !  uie  chariot  of 
Israel,  and  the  horsemen  thereof  !*'  — May  a  double  portion 
of  his  pious  spirit  rest  upon  you  I  May  God  be  gracious  unto 
yon,  and  bless  you  !  May  he  cause  his  ikce  to  shine  upon 
you,  and  give  you  peace  ia  your  latter  end ! 

*'  When  I  stood  in  this  pulpit  this  day  fortnight,  our  dear 
departed  friend  was  here,  for  the  last  time  that  he  ever  minded 
with  saints  upon  earth  for  the  public  worship  of  God,  —  when 
he  heard  a  sermon  on  the  blessedness  of  the  knowledge  of 
Christ.  Ah  !  he  is  now  gone  to  realize  that  blessedness  in  its 
perfection.  He  no  longer  worships  in  this  assembly  of  im- 
perfect Christians,  and  where  hypocrites  are  found ;  but  he  is 
associated  with  the  spirits  of  the  just  made  perfect.  Could  \ie 
hear  him,  would  he  not  thus  address  nsf  ^ 

.*'  Farewell,  ye  my  Christian  friends!  1  no  longer  see  thtoV 
a'glass  darkly,  but  lace  to  face  do  I  behold  my  Saviour.  No 
longer  have  I  cause  to  complain  of  sin,  of  tei^ptation,  of 
sorrow  ;  I  am  freed,  perfectly  and  eternally  freed  from  all.  I 
have  finished  my  course,  fought  the  good  fight  of  fairii,  and 
and  now^  have  received  the  crown  of  life,  the  crown  of  glory, 
the  immortal  prize !  1  have  begun  a  Sabbath  that  will  never 
breakup; — a  song  that  will  never,  never,  never  end.  My 
death-bed  was  the  field  of  victory  over  sin^  and  death,  and 
Hell,  and  the  world,  and  Satan.  Now  the  God  of  peace  hath 
hruised  Satan  under  my  feet;  — ^  now  i  am  at  the  tbnntain  pf 
life :  ~  I  am  '^  ever  with  the  Lord.** 
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THE  GOSPEL  A  TREASURE^ 

How  comparatively  worthless  are  all  earthly  possessions! 
One,  who  had  formed  his  estimate  of  them  from  experience, 
exclaims,  "Vanity  of  vanities,  vanity  of  vanities ;  — all  is 
vanity !''  Happy  are  the  persons  who,  deeply  impressed  with 
the  truth  of  this  sentiment,  earnestly  covet  and  seek,  after  true 
substantial  richer.  These  are  to  be  found  in  the  gospel  oC 
Christ.  It  is  compared  to  a  treasure  ^.  Let  it  be  femembered, 
that  it  is  not  what  some  call  the  Gospel,  which  deserves  this 
character ;  not  the  gospel  legalized  iu  its  nature,  or  corrupted 
in  its  form  by  the  inventions  of  men ;  —  but  the  doctrines,  the 
invitations,  the  promises  of  the  gospel,  in  their  purity  and 
connection,  as  delivered  by  Christ  and  his  apostles  m  the 
Scriptures  of  the  New  Testament*  This  gospel  is  a  treasure; 
die  properties  of  which  are  so  singularly  excellent^  that  it  can 
never  be  duly  esteemed* 

The  gospel  is  a  treasure  of  heavenly  origin.  The  mine 
whence  it  is  digged  is  no  other  than  Jehovah  himself.  It 
springs  from  the  wisdom,  the  goodness,  the  grace,  the  very 
bowels  of  Grod  ;  •—  it  bears  his  image  and  superscription )  — • 
it  qualifies  a  person  to  carry  on  a  commerce  witli  Heaven. 

The  gospel  is  a  treasure  of  intrinsic  worth.  The  value  of 
silver  and  gold  is  merely  accidental,  arising  from  the  auiho^ 
rity  and  common  consent  of  men ;  but  the  excellence  of  the. 
gospel '  is  founded  in  its  own  nature  ;  ^  no  external  circum* 
stance  whatever  can  either  increase  or  diminish  its  value* 
Whatever  its  reception  among  men  may  be,  it  is^  in  itself,  in* 
finitely  precious. 

^  The  gospel  is  a  treasure  suited  to  the  $quU  of  men.  The 
riches  it  exhibits  are  spiritual ;  and,  as  sueh»  adapted  to  the 
nature  of  our  souU.  They  are  equally  suited  to  the  deplorably 
circumstances  of  depravity,  of  guilt,  and  of  misery,  int«  which 
our  spirits  are  fallen.  In  the  treasures  of  the  ^pel  there 
are  forgiveness  of  sins,  peace  of  conscience,  punty  of  heart^i 
joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  th^  hope  o"  glory ;  —  an  inheritance  in-^ 
corruptible,  undcfiled,  and  that  fadeth^ot  away. 

The  eospel  is  a  treasure,  as  plenteous  in  iu  stores  as  it  is  va- 
luable m  its  nature.  It  proceeds  from  an  infinite  source;  — *  it 
includes  all  heavenly  and  spiritual  blessings,  the  unsearchable 
liches  of  Christ:.^-*  it  is  calculated,  not  only  to  supply  the 
wants,  and  to  answer  the  desires,  but  even  to  fill  and  t^>  ex- 
ceM  the  most  enlarged  capacity  or  our  souls  :  -—  it  is  capable 
^  furicbing  the  mpst  iudigeut^  '^  of  enriching  miUiont  of 
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needy  souls,  —  of  enriching  them  through  eternity;  and  of 
doing  all  this  without  atiy  diminQtion  of  its  stor^ 

The  gospel  is  also  a  communicative  treasure.  It  not  only 
^hibits  its  riches  to  attract  our  admiration,  but  it  kindly  in- 
vites us  to  partake  of  all  that  it  contairts  i-^  it  requires  no  pre- 
Vioi^smerit,  or  worthiness,  to  entitle  us  to  this  privilege ;  ^  it 
forbids  our  unbelievmg  scrup}cs»  and  encourages  us  to  take 
jVeely  txnd  largely  of  ail  its  iuvahiable  stored;  — it  fesent  from 
Jpeaiven  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  its  blessings  to  th€f 
ifciulfebfmen.  Many  have  hircn  ctiriched  by  itahready;  and 
stiflit  is  cohtintied/ tof  the  junposb  of  enrtching  more.  * 

tet  a  person  once  possess  the  blessings  of  the  eospel,  and 
Be  cam*  nev^t  be  Jmj)Overished.  k  contains  durable  riches ;— ^ 
treasures  whiclV  neither  moth  nor  rust  corrupt,  and  which 
thieves  caji  neveV  st^al :  —  its  blessings  have  eternity  stamped 
on  theii*  nature  ;^dhd  the  titfe  of  those  to  whom  they  are  con- 
reyed,  is  sealed  by  {he  imrtiutable  pOrnose  of  God.  Many 
mercieS'they  mdy  tos6;  but  not  the  ti-9asures  of  the  gospeU 
Their  sense  of  interest  in  theiu  may  sorfietimes  be  lost,  but  not 
A^  blessings  them'selv^s.  '    ' 

' 'The  treasures  of  ihe^  gospel,  \^heri,  Sensibly  enjoyed,  artsflfw^ 
J^i^^'  The  small  degree  in  which  they  are  ekperifenced  on 
earth,  affords  the  believer  a  kind  of.satisfiiction,  which  no- 
thing besides  can  possibly  comrauftSciitc/  When  fully  pos- 
sessed'iri  Heaven,  the  soul  ciin  desire  no  more. 

'From  all  these  considerations  we  may  justly  conclude,  that 
the'gospel  is  a  treasure  of  incomparable  worths  It  is  more 
preciotis  than  gold  ;  yed,  than  much  fine  gold :  — it  is  bettef 
than  rubies;  and  all  the  things  that  may  be  desired  are  n6tto 
be  compared  to  it.  All  the  blessings  which-  God  beitows  arc 
valuable;  but  this  is  supereminently  so.  '\'\'^orldly  epjoyn^eats 
ate  the  brass, .  natural  endowments  are  the  silver;  hut  the 
gospel  and  its  blessings  art  the  gold;  — the  most  vialuable  <rf 
SI  those  blessings  which  divitie  liberality  confers  on. the  chil- 
dren 9f  men.  — Though  possessed  6f  all  that  the  world  CaFb 
good  or  great,  if  destitute  of  the  gospel,  we  should  be  miser- 
ably poor  indeed ;  but  favoured  with  fliis  treasure,  and  inte- 
restea  in  itsbtessingsjwe  are  rich  ift  all  situations,  —  eminent^ 
rich  ;  and  rich  fbr  eternity. 

.'  How  thdnkfol  then  should  we  be  for  the  revelafioi^^pf  tkb 
gbspel-treasure !  .How  diligently 'should  we  explore  jyid  dSg' 
itfto  thisrflihe  !  Gbd  forbid  that  the  Gospel  8lu)uW  be  in  ouf 
hands  as  a  pvicd  in  the  hands  of  a  fool,  who  has  no  tieart  to' 
it  \  Let  us  never  rest  satisfied^  without  a  well-grounded  ptoua- 
afon  that.we  are  interested  in  all  the  rich*  blessings  it  oontaiWf 
P<5sses^ed  of  this  treasure  oufsel^^^,  let  lis,  hy  every  possible 
^eaus,  compassionately  endeavour  to  impart  it  to  others. 
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JN    ADDRESS 
TO  PREACHERS  OF  THE  GOSPEL, 

I  SINCERELY  Congratulate  yoq^  my  friends,  on  the  sue* 
cesf  whichi  in  so  many  instances^  attends  your  labours  in  tint 

.  Lord's  vineynrd.  Blessed  are  the  feet  that  carry  the  glorious 
liffbt  of  the  gospd  into  the  benighted  corners  of  our  iaiid^ 
where  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  never  shone !  Blessed  are  Lbs 
iips  that  preach  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  to  the  poor  ! 

With  pleasure  and  thankfulness  1  have  witnessed  your 
crowded  congregations  and  your  active  zeal.    Many,  I  doitbt 

'  not,  ttnder  your  ministry  have  been  born  again,  are  fighting 
tlie  good  fight,  and  will  be  your  joy  and  crowo  in  thie  great 

notf  amidst  the  splendid  professk>n  of  the  present  day,,bay« 
jw  not  observed  and  lamented  a  superficial  religion  that  pro- 
mises but  little  real  or  solid  eflfect ;  —  a  religion  tnat  leaves  the 
heart  unsanctified,  the  passions  unsubdued,  and  the  life  tii>- 
reoewed  ?  We  hear  much  of  convictions  of  sin ;  but  let  us 
trace  these  conviclions  to  their  source,  and  follow  them  ua 
their  effects :  —  In  many  insiances,  they  are  the  alarms  of  ter« 
ror,  which,  like  the  trausient  blaze,  soon  vanishi  rather  thaa 
the  '^  godly  sorrow  that  worketh  repentance  unto  life."  Too 
ofte«  tliey  fall  short  of  that  new  birth  which  is  represented  by 
"  putting  off  the  old.  man,  and  putting  on  the  new/'  Sin> 
though  called  by  every  term  tliat  is  vile,  is  not  mortified ;  the 
easily  besetting  sin  is  still  predominant,  and  the  self-denying 
dttties  of  the  gospel  are  neglected. 

In  other  instances,  these  convictions  ai^e  as  suddenly  changed 
infeo  the  joys  of  assurance  ;—  doubts  and  fears  are  dismissed,--^ 
oad  the  ab^lule  and  unconditional  promises  of  the  gospel  are 
the  onJy  food  that  is  relished.  While  many  thus  boast  of  be- 
ing carried  out  of  themselves,  Satan  is  spreading  his  snares 
\Wun,  pride  is  growing,  corruption  is  gaining  strength  ;  the 
Christian  armour  is  laid  aside,  or  not  used  with  efiect ;  the 
heart  is  not  guarded,  prayer  and  watchfulness  are  not  kept  op, 
duties  are  neglected  ;  and,  while  they  think  themselves  walk^ 
ing  in  the  hght,  their  spiritual  life  is  going  to  decay :  tliey 

grow  in  assurance,  but  not  in  erace.  In  many,  this  unhappy 
elusion  lasts  too  long;  and,  like  a  false  light,  leads  the  uu- 
"wmry  traveller  asl^y.  All  is  inviting ;  —  the  Valley  of  Humi- 
liation is  soon  passed  ;  *^  no  self-denying  duties  occasion  teT'^ 
to* ;— •  the  crown  is  held:  out,  but  the  cross  is  kept  bacJc^  With 
Ifaia  eaay  fdigion^  many  joio  the^number  of  gospel  professorsu 
Whik  the  gospel  offers  wine  and  milk  without^  money,  and 
without  price,'  they  are  ready  to  come  at  its  call ;  but  when  i^ 
iMqrs,  ^  Tdkfi  jn J  jek^:  vpoik  you,^'  they  luxn  a  deaf  car  to  iu^ 
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commands^  and  "go  away  sorrowful."    While  they  glory  itf 
-Christ,  as  loving  the  vilest  of  sinners,  they  forget  that  no  tin- 
sanctified  soi»l  can  be  a  subject  of  his  kingdom. 

Can  we  wonder  if,  in  other  instances,  these  8uJd*en  trans* 
ports  of  light  and  joy  are  as  suddenly  followed  by  darkness  and 
gloom  ?  This  sad  change  i»  immediately  attributed  to  the  ab- 
solute will  of  him  who  doth  all  things  according  to  his  good 
pleasure  ;  or  ta  the  great  ^nemy  of  souls,  who  is  permitted*to 
practise  his  arts  upon  the  minds  of  believers.  Instead  of  ex- 
amining every  corner  of  the  heart  for  that  secret  iniquity  which 
separates  between  God  and  the  soul,  every  page  in  the  Bible 
u  tupnerf  over,  that  the  eye  may  be  directed  to  some  word  of 
comfort,  that  may  operate  as  a  charm  to  dispel  tb«  ^oom. 
Have  you  not  observed  a  dangerous  Enthusiasm,  that  mistake* 
a  heated  imagination  and  agitated  nervesj  for  divine  influence 
and  the  work  of  the  Spirit?  —  an  enthusiasm  by  which  the 
blessed  Jesus  is  wounded  in  the  house  of  his  friends  ;  by  which 
his  holy  Spirit  is  grieved ;  —  that  divine  Spirit  who  can  be 
traced  only  by  his  fruits  and  effects,  and  who  will  not  dwell 
in  the  careless  and  negligent  soul! 

In  consequence  of  this  superficial  religion,  do  you  not  ob- 
serve a  sad  deficiency  in  the  characters  of  gospel  professors,  in 
thei^r  closets,  in  their  families,  in  the  world  ?  Oh  !  what  is  be- 
come of  that  noble  spirit  which  animated  the  Christiana  of  the 
first  age,  x)f  whom  so  many  things  are  said  in  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles  ?  Where  is  that  Heavenly  mindedness,  that  self-denial 
and  mutual  Jove  that  distinguished  them  for  the  world  ^ 
Where  is  that  ^^  charity  that  suffereth  long  and  is  kind,  Ant 
envieth  not,  vaunteth  not  itself,  is  not  puffed  up,  doth  not  be- 
liave  itself  unseemly,  seeketh  not  her  own,  is  not  easily  pro- 
voked, believetli  all  things,  hopeth  all  things,  and  endureth  all 
things?"  Where  is  that  scrupulous  fear  of  sin  that  shunned 
even  the  appearance  of  evil,  that  kept  a  strict  guard  over  every 
avenue  of  the  soul  ?  How  rare  now  are  bright  examples  of  un- 
affected holiness!  How  many  professors  cause  the  enemies 
©rthe  gospel  to  blaspheme  by  their  uneven  and  unsteady  walk 
and  conversation  in  the  world  ! 

Have  I  drawn  the  picture  of  some  gospel-professors  too 
strong  ?  Do  you  not  join  in  Iftmentin^  thlssuperticial  religion? 
Would  you  not  rejoice  in  the  revival  of  that  primitive  piety,, 
that  puts  on  the  gospel  yoke  while  it  receives  the  gospel  pro- 
mises i 

Will  you  then,  my  friends,  permit  me  to  enquire,  withyou^ 
What  are  the  most  Irkely  means,  with  the  divine  blessing,  to 
revive  this  pi*imitive  piety  ?  I  have  frequently  thought,  that 
fi  more  scriptural  stratn  of  preaching  would  be  likely  to  have 
this  happy  effect, —would  produce  a  more  solid  profession,, 
^ore  humble  believers,  and  more  Bible  Christians. 

In  representing  the  conversipu  of  a  sinnar^  you  j«tly  begii^ 
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^"^vith  conviction  of  sin.  But,  my  friends,  are  you  not  too  easily 
satisfied  with  the  strong  language  of  terror,  — with  convictions, 
"that,  in  many  sad  instances,  fall  short  of  conversion,  of  that 

?reat  and  regenerating  change  *^  that  creates  the  soul  anew  la 
!hrist  Jesus, '  —  of  that  '*  repentance  which  is  unto  life  ?" 

Do  you  endeavour  to  lead  the  sinner  to  those  secret  chambers 
of  iniquity,  where  no  eye  but  God's  can  penetrate,  where 
secret  faults  lie  concealed,  where  the  seeds  of  iniquity  are  pre- 
paring to  "  bring  forth  fruit  unto  death  ?'*  Convinced  that 
auch  an  intimate  and  heart-searching  view  of  his  depraved  na- 
ture is  not  to  be  obtained  by  a  superficial  review,  do  you  urge 
him  to  much  self-examination,  to  prove  himself  diligently  by  the 
veord  of  God  i  In  those  secret  retirements,  he  would  find  out 
the  dcceitfuluess  of  his  heart ;  and  especially  that  easily- 
'besetting  sin,  Which  calk  for  all  his  watchfulness :  he  would 
be  more  aware  of  tlie  devices  of  his  spiritual  enemy,  and  more 
carefully  Watch  against  temptation  :  be  would  feel  more  need 
of  the  Christian  armour  of  watchfulness  and  prayer :  he  would 
feel  his  need  of  *'  the  washing  of  regeneration,  and  renewing 
^f  the  Holy  Spirit ;"  he  would  feel  his  need  of  a  better  righte- 
ousness, and  of  that  blood  that  cleanseth  from  all  sin« 

From  a  foundation  thus  laid,  in  a  thorough  conversion  of 
beart  to  God,  might  we  not  expect  a  firmer  superstructure  of  ' 
piety  and  holiness  i 

Permit  me  further  to  ertquire.  Whether,  in  the  general  course 
of  your  preaching,  you  do  not  too  much  keep  back  those  self- 
denying  duties  that  are  so  strongly  enforced  by  the  gospel  i  As 
followers  of  the  Lamb,  as  soldiers  of  the  cross,  are  we  not  cal- 
led out  to  a  dangerous  and  painful  warfare  with  flesh  and  blood; 
wth  inbred  corruptions,  to  pluck  out  right  eyes,  to  cut  oflf  right 
hands,  to  crucify  the  old  man  with  its  affections  and  lusts  ? 

This  is  a  subject,  my  fjiends,  that  calls  loudly  for  your  atten- 
tion. Many  of  your  professing  hearers  seem  to  know  little  of 
this  spiritual  warfare.  They  talk  much  of  the  great  enemy  of 
souls,  but  they  seem  unacquainted  with  the  devices  with  which 
he  ensnares  them.  To  him  they  attribute  ^U  their  cjoubts  of 
salvation ;  these  are  the  only  weapons  of  the  adversary  which 
they  seem  to  fcarj  and  they  seek  for  assurance,  as  the  only 
shield  against  his  fiery  darts.  When  he  attacks  them  with 
beart-sins,  they  are  not  aware  of  his  designs.  When  he  makes 
war  upon  them  with  fleshly  lusts,  they  are  not  prepared  for  his 
assaults,  —  and  too  often  fall :  or,  finding  the  cpntesf  difficult, 
they  leave  ofl*  stviviqg,  and  sit  down  with  this  sad  conclusion,  that 
grace  will  do  all,-  and  thus  ^^  continue  in  sin,  that  grace  may 
abound."  '^  Many  thus  walk,  of  whom  we  may  say,  weeping, 
that  they  are  the  enemies  of  the  cross  of  Christ/'- 

Oh!  that  upon  this  subject  you  would  cry  aloud  and  spare 
not;  that  you  would  shew  God's  professing  people  '^  their 
^ansgressLons^  and  the  house  of  Israel  their  sins  I"    Cry  aloud 
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sgainfttbat  hypocrisy^  which  says^  Lord!  Lord!  yet4Atbaot 
the  things  that  he  eommandeth ;  against  that  mabicerity  whick 
•pares  some  beloved  tin. 

Be  not  content^  my  friends^  to  hear  your  people  take  the 

S;ospel  ofi  thehr  lips ;  be  not  content  till  you  see  itshhie  in  their 
ivei,  regulating  tiieir  tempers,  subduing  theiK  corroptidns, 
sanctifying  them  in  soul>  body^  and  spirit*.  Rest  not  ultyov 
tee  ^'  Christ  formed  in  them"  in  all  holy  dispositions;  ta  all  the 
graces  of  the  Christian  temper. 

Let  them  hear  much  of  heart^rdi^ion.  For  urant  of  this, 
vital  godliness  decays,  closets  are  neglected,  tlie  spirit  of  prayer 
16  departing,  secret  sins  are  not  discerned,  duties  are  neglected, 
ttfid  '^  many  have  a  name**  only  '^  to  live,  while  they  are 
dead/' 

You  will,  I  am  sure,  excuse  the  liberty  I  have  taken  wiA 
you.  1  write  under  the  stro.nge&i  impressions  of  the  importance 
bf  the  subject;  uucler  a  paintul  fcehng  of  that  superficial  pro- 
fession ;  that  neglect  of  gospel-holiness,  which  disgraces  ibe 
yeligion  of  Jesus. 

O,  my  friend!*,  be  not  afraid  to  preach  the  whole  gospel, 
in  all  its  sanctifying  influences,  as  well  as  its  saving  lore! 
You  may  be  reproached  for  it  as  lecaL  Some  will  say,  *'  this 
/is  a  hard  saying,  who  can  bear  it^  And,  many  who  caanot 
give  up  their  evil  passions  and  corrupt  afl^ctioos,  may  depart 
imd  walk  no  more  with  you.  But  none  of  these  things  will 
inove  the  faithful  ambassadors  of  Jesus.  While  they  declare 
laithfiilly  all  hi^  counsels,  -^  while  they  keep  ck)8e  to  htm  aad 
his  gospel,  thev  have  nothing  to  fear.  While  you  are  bis 
isealops  and  faitnful  labourers,  you  have  mudi  to  hope.  His 
blessed  assurance  is,  ^^  Lo !  I  am  with  you  always,  even  to  the 
end  of  the  world.**  May  you,  my  friends,  after  being  made 
the  honoured  instruments  of  turning  many  to  rightepdsn^t 
here,  be  received  by  your  divine  Lo|-d  and  Hedeemerj  to  ahiiie 
for  ev^r  in  his  kingdom  above ! 


J    HINT 
TO  TROUBLESOME  fROFESSpRS  OF  THE  GOJPEU 

fie  t^af  troubldh  you  shall  bear  kisors^pjudgmeftt, 
i^hosoevtr  he  be.  — -  Gal.  v,  10. 

Christianity,  at  its  copimencement,  had  to  oppose aot 
#n1y  the  natural  pride  apd  obstinacy  incident  to  corrapt  sar 
ture ;  but  pr^^judices  arising  from  the  practice  of  OentUism,  8b4 
^orn.  mistaken  views  of  the  Mosaic  dispensation.  Manvof 
tiie  Jews  believed  the  gospel,  or  professed  to  believe  it ;  W, 
frpm  im|>erfect  Aotip^^s  of  i^  |iAi|U:e  q[td  ficeneM;^  {tp^  ifqtp  VR 
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iittacbiMnt  to  the  abrogated  rites  of  th«  ceremonial  laW; 
brought  in  sentiments  whicb>  if  not  totally  sobversive  of  the 
gospel,  yet  tended  to  obscwe  its  ^flor ies,  abridge  its  privileges, 
aoad  destroy  its  admirable  simplicity.  Sucli  Judaizing  Chris* 
thms  existed  among  tlie  Galatians :  and  asainst  lhem»  to^etbar 
v/hh  their  doctrine,  is  this  whole  epistle  directed.  This  texl  is 
a  part  peculiarly  awful  and  instructive :  though  written  with 
an  immediate  reference  to  those  who  troubled  the  Ga1atiaii% 
it  may,  I  apprehend,  admit  of  a  more  general,  applicatioa  ;  — « 
an  application  to  those  of  the  present  day,  who.  by  any  meant, 
rfisturl)  the  peace  of  the  churches  of  Christ.  To  consider  this 
42vil  conduct  and  its  consequences^  may  not  be  unworthy  the 
attention  of  any,  and  especially  demand^  the  attentiott  of 
schismatics  and  disturbers* 

Disturbances  in  churches  are  sometimes  produced  by  raising 
aaere  circumstantials  to  the  importance  of  itrst  principles  am 
essentials  in  religion ;  giving  infinite  weight  to  every  trifle ; 
agitating,  with  tury,  questions  on  which  the  wiaest  and  holiest 
men  have  agreed  to  ditfer;  charging  those  who  toaacica- 
ttously  differ  from  ^em,  with  stubborn  ignorance  or  designing 
hypocrisy. 

Some  disturb  churches  by  confining  their  vi^w  to  one  im« 
partant  truth,  and  dwelling  or  insisting  on  that  to  the  €xcl«« 
sion  of  the  truth.  Instead  of  considering  truth  in  its  wI>ol« 
Ijxtent,  one  idea  is  seized^  dwelt  on,  and  propagated,  -^  while 
he  who  dares  to  consider  the  word  of  Grod  as  containing  an 
assemblage  of  truths,  which  form  a  glorious  whole,  is  chareed 
with  legality^  and  ignorance ;  which,  mstead  of  demanding  pi^>. 

Erayer,  and  teason,  deserves  all  the  chastisement  that  bitter 
igotry  and  unchristian  cruelty  can  inflic't. 
Others  disturb  the  Churches  of  Christ  by  insinuations  to  die 
disadvatitage  of  a  minister.    A  numerous  people  love  the  nan, 
and  listen  to  his  doctrine  and  precepta  with  delight.     Sinners 
arc  converted^  and  saints  edified,  and  all  walk  in  love,  main* 
taining  the  unity  of  ihfe  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace,  till  some 
root  of  bitterness  spiinging  up  troubles  tbem*  '  The  minds  of 
9ome  are  warped  ;  they  hear  without  candour^  perhaps^  with- 
out prayer.    The  minister's  designs  are  misrepresented*    Senti- 
ments are  charged  on  him  which  his  soul  abhors.     Every 
expression  is  tortured,  till  they  make  it  confess  a  falsehood* 
Such  conduct  justly  offends  the  more  serious  and  peaceaUe« 
With  the  offending  party,  expostulation  becomes  vain;  andj, 
confident  in  their  own  discernment,  the  conversion  of  thou- 
sands, by  the  minister's  means^  could  not  convince  them  that 
God  does,  or  wiU,  or  can^  own  his  labours. 

That  a  minister  may  so  act  or  preach  as  to  deserve  the  dis-^ 
fipprobalionof  hii  hearers^  is  a  melancholy  truth,  which  every 
f!imdid  mind  must  confess,  and  every  pious  miud  lament.  The 
^im^ktcf^  tMm^tr^  may  preach  t)te  im]^H9/fi\  doctriBcs  oi  the 
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Fall,  the  atonement  and  divinity  of  the  JletleeiAerj  the  inflo* 
€nce  of  the  Holy  Spiritvand  all  others  wliich  are  deemed  Evan- 
gelical; liis  life  may  Wunimpeaehtibly  exemplary;  — yet  he 
gives  unpardonable  ofl'ence,  Mfhrch  wtn/ants  the  most  cruel  ia- 
sinnations,  or  the  nH)st  awful  charges:  —  and  why  ?  Because 
he  may  not  have  made  thfese  offeiidcd  liad  offending  ones  of 
sufficient  importance  ;  —^  or,  because  he  will  not  dwell  exclu- 
sively on  their  one  fovounle  doctfipe,  the  truth  and  importaoce 
of  which  he  admits,  and  feels  to  as  great  a  degree  as  theor- 
•elves ;  —  or,  perhaps,  bec^s%  the  God  of  nature  Has  not 
furnished  him  with  a  voice  an^  manner  perfectly  ascreeable  to 
their  wishes.  And  a  series  of  moral  defects  is  an  offence  of  a 
far  less  magnitude  than  a  want  of  such^  or  such  a  way  of 
preaching !  .     . 

If  such  troublers  of  the  Israel  of  God  read  these  lines,  may 
we  ask  them.  Have  they  ever  properly  considered  this  texi^ 
If  they  are  Christians,  real  Christians,  do  they  not  find  dead- 
ness  of  sonl,  a  crossness  aBdJ>itternj&tis  of  temper,  little  becoo^ 
ing  the  disciples  of  him  whose  name  and  nature  is  love  ?  Do 
they  not  attend,  without  advantage,  .the  same  ministry,  under 
nrhich  they  once  pfofessed  to  have  derived  instruction  and 
eorafort ?  Is  there  any  real  difference  in  the  doctrines  preached  ? 
Why,  then,  is  there  such  a  difference  in  their  feelings  ?  Is  k, 
-.♦r  is  it  not,  because  God  has.  given  them  over  for  a  time  to 
*'  bear  their  own  judgments?**  And  is  rtot  such  unprpfifable- 
pess  a  judgment  which  every  real  believer  must  dreaci  f 

If  they  are  not  reaj  Christians,  (and  such  persons  frequently 
are  not>  is  not  such  a  mode  of  conduct  the  way  to  be  couticmed 
in  ignorance,  obstinacy,  and  hardness  of  heart? 

I  beg  leave  to  close  this  piece  with  the  recital  of  an  anec- 
dote, which  may  be  considered  as  a  Uving  and  painful  illus- 
tration of  the  Apostle's  declaration.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
^  small,  but  truly  pious,  affectionate,  and  catholic  Calvinistic 
church  (of  which  the  writer  was  a  member)  there  was  a  con- 
gregation belonf^inc:  to  iMr.  Wesley's  society.  The  two  con- 
fregations  were  in  the  sli^ictest  bonds  of  Christijan  friendship. 
'heir  houses  and  hearts  were  open  to  each  other.  The  mini- 
sters of  those  churches  Were  more  than  common  friends.  They 
differed  on  the  doctrine  of  election ;  but  the  grace  of  God  bad 
made  them  ona  soul.  In  Mr.  Wesley's  society  was  a  very 
zealous  free-will  lay  preach er^  who  occasionally  came  tothe 
town  in  which  the  Calvinistic  church  mef;  he  seized  every 
opportunity  of  introducing  his  peculiar  sentiments,  throwing 
the  church  into  confusion,  and  making  the  people  miserable 
with  bitter  contentions,  on  poiiits  which  they  had  previously 
considered  as  no  bar  to  the  exercise  of  Christian  love.  *  When 
jny  venerable  and  excellent  pastor  was  lamenting  it  to  h^ 
worthy  friend,  the  minister  of  the  Wesleyan  congregation^ 
|he  latter  laid^  "  I  grieve  that  Mr.  ^-r^  h^  ^{ed  so  wpn^ 
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T^ily ;  1  could  not  hav#  done  it :  nor  would  I,  for  the  world, 
nave  that  textagainst  inc,  which  appears  applcable  to  him,'* 
*'  He  that  troubleth  joq  shall  bear  his  own  iidgment/'  The 
writer  of  this  has  since  been  in  compiiny  withtliis  zealous  lay- 
preacher,  who  then  was,  and  stiU  continue.,  a  daring  and 
Wrdened  infidel,  •  Zjrenicos, 


LETTER, 
WRITTEN  BY  THE  SHEi^^lERD   OF  SAL^BURY  PLAIN. 


To4h€  Editor. 
Sir, 
Many  of  your  readers,  without  dotibt,  have" read,  .vith  pleasure  and  in- 
ftniction,  the  littjc  cheap  Repository  Tract,  cnt.led,  ««  The  Shepherd 
4T  Salisbury  Plain."     Some,  pwhap*,  may  ncitcnow  rhat  the  admir-* 
able  account  was  founded  on  a  real  character  ad  facts.     Having  met 
witK  an  Original  Lettfer,  in  the  Shepherd's  own  and-writing,  addressed 
to  a  respectable  Farmer,  I  have  thought  it  ma  be, acceptable  to  your 
.  readers  to  insert  it  in  your  Magazine,  with  no  ther  alterations  than  iijt' 
the  spelling  of  a  f&w  words,  and  the  omission  f  a  few  repetitions  and 
a  paragraph  or  two.  •«-  A  short  account  of  ]^i  death^  from  a  London 
Kews-paper,   of  September  15,  1796,   may  p*perly  be  inserted,  as  »    - 

-  sort  of  Preface  to  the  Letter. 

1  am  yours,  &c,     , 

Sasingstokf,  ^  Joseph  Jfif  PERSON'* 

''  Last  week  died,  at  Wyke,  betwee.  Bath  and  Bristol,  ioi 
the  seventieth  year  of  his  age,  David  Sunders,  of  West  La* 
vington,  Wilts,  whose  distintjuislledpiet} and  moral  excellence 
.furnished  Miss  H.  Moore  wjtli  ^naterial^'or  her  much  admired 
story  of*  The  Shepherd  of  Salisbury  Plin."  The  dimness  of 
tiis  sight  had  obliged  hiwJ  to  give  up  hi  occupation,  which  he 
had  followed  for  more  than  half  a  cenury  on  the  same  farm, 
vntil  about  six  months  back:  —  since  ^hich  time  several  re- 
spectable farmers,  who  well  knew  his  ^orth,  entertained  him, 
by  rotation,  at  their  housed  and  as  a  lark  of  their  unfeigned 
respect  for  hi»  memory,  they  had  Iw  cmains  conveyed  from 
the  placeii^Qi"  his  decease  to  his  own  urisb,  and  buried  with 
aaore  than  common  solemnity,'' 

TRE   LETTEi.  . 

Dear  Friend,  Lithton,  Jug.  l6j  IjQS. 

Lxec^ved  a'kind  and  welcome  letter  from  you,  dated 
July  £5 ;  ivhich  Jetter  I  could  not  aiswer  jnyself,  by  reason 
of  the  infirii^ities  aa^iirfakness  of  bod' J  was  then  under ;  but 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


I  desired  friend  ^astfield^  of  Imber^  to  answer  it  ill  ay  stead  ; 
and  1  hope  yrtn  te?eivcd  it  to  yoor  satiafuction ;  but  not  having 
since  heard  from  you,  1  concluded  the  hurry  of  barreit  pro- 
Tented.  I  then  ie<)itainted  you,  my  cousin  James  Saunders 
was-  coming  at  MichaekiHis  to  be  your  serrant,  if  God 
shall  permit ;  but  he  desired  a  protection  from  you^  that  h% 
might  come  safetyfrom  Salisbury  to  vou,  and  not  be  molested 
by  the  press-eangj  for  hearing  lately  of  many  instances  that 
have  happened,  hesays,  he  is  ^raid,  not  being  used  to  travel ; 
and  beiog  a  itioth^f's  delight^  she  will  not  be  satisfied  :  so  1 
hope  you  will  le*t  hb  know  how  lie  may  come  safely.  I  hope 
he  will  answer  to  four  satisfaction ;  for  he  says,  he  will  en- 
deavour to  the  utnost  of  his  power.  You  must  excuse  his 
spiritual  ignorance^for  he  never  had  any  instruction;  omI 
may  the  Lord  open  us  understanding,  and  teach  bioi  U>  know 
his  blessed  will !  lam  ready  to  conclude  he  will  be  a  gopd 
servant;  for  I  am  {tear  him>  and  do  not  see  but  be  is  very 
diligent^  and  yndertands  his  business.  He  says,  he  cannot 
afford  to  come  under  eight  guineas  a  year  ;  and  he  will  put  a 
helpiug  hand  to  fori^rd  bis  master's  business,  so  £%r  as  not  to 
©cglect  the  flock  whn  under  his  care.  —  I  could  wish  a  few 
books  amongst  you,  Itely  wrote  by  friend  Wastfield.  I  hare 
dispersed  many  of  tbm;  and  they  are  liked  much.  They  are 
wrote  in  a  simple  an<  innocent  style,  to  promote  the  glo»y  ©f 
*  God.  They  are  entled,  *'  llie  Uospel-Minror,  both  to  P«)- 
fe^sor  and  rrofane.^  —  — *  — ♦  .p^^  ^.  .^ 
As  for  my  part,  1  anixrt  very  poorly  in  body>  having  very  sore 
legs ;  and  cannot  pcForm  the  business  ot  my  flock  without 
help.  As  to  the  thinj  of  this  world,  I  have  but  little  share, 
having  my  little  cot  tc  pray  and  praise  my  God  in,  and  a  bed 
to  rest  on :  so  I  have  jist  as  much  of  the  world  as  I  desire. 
But  my  garment  is  vro$  out,  and  some  of  my  Christian  friends 
lliink  they  must  put  tbir  mites  together  and  buy  me  one,  or 
else  I  shall  not  be  ableto  endure  the  cold  in  the  winter  :  so  | 
can  sav.  Good  is  the  brd  (  he  is  still  futfllling  his  promise  : 
'*  I  will  never  leave  thi^,  nor  forsake  thee.^ 

Wlien  I  read  in  yar  last,  the  tender  humility  the  Lord> 
by  his  grace,  has  wrouiit  in  your  soul,  in  bringing  you  to  stt 
down  among  die  Magilen  and  'Jerusalem  sinners,  my  aged 
soul  praised  God  on  yoii.  behalf ;  for  it  is  such  sinners  as  Jesus 
Christ  came  to  seek  anil  save.  For  he  says,  ^  I  came  not  to 
call  the  righteous,  but  jinners  to  repentance  ;''  therefore,  let 
me,  as  a  wellwisher  to  jpur  soul,  intreat  you  to  yield  yourself 
up  to  God,  iiet  him  h^^e  the  whole  pre-eminence  to  reign 
and  rule  ovef  you,  that,  as  He  has  begun  the  work  of  grace! 
and  salvation  in  your  soi|,  he  may  carry  it  oh  till  the  day  of 
the  Lord  Jesus ;  and  ydi  can  truly  ^nd  experimentally  say, 
with  the  apostle,  You  h  ve  found  rfedemption  in  his  Mood, 
tV€A  the  forgiveness  of  ias ;  « fw  in  the  Lord  kwm  I  fwind 
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nj^hteousness  and  strenarth  ;  and  ia  the  Lord  doth  my  heart 
rejoice,  give  praisse,  and  give  glory ;  for  in  his  holy   nanoie 
have  I  found  everlasting  strength!'^     Beware,  beware  of  the 
flattering  deluding  world,  lest  you  again   be  shorn   of  your 
strength  ;  and,  like  Samson,  become  weak  as  anoth*»r  man,  and 
have  no  strength  nor  power  to  resist  the  enemy  :  for  here  we 
are  in  an  enemy's  country,  and  have  v/reat  neerl  to  put  on  the 
whole  arinour  of  God,  that  we  may  be  able  to  resist  the  power* 
fill  focce  of  the  enemy  ;  for  by  them  we  are  beset,  before  and 
behind,  within  and  without:  so  1  find   no  way  to  conquer  or 
overcome,  but  by  fervent  prayer  in  the  Spirit,  looking  onto 
Jesus,  '*  for  he  is  our  gK^^t  High  Priest,  exalted  and  seated  at 
the  riffht  hand  of  God,  to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour  to  all  that, 
by  faith,   look  unto  him :"  for  he   hath  told  us  h6  hath  over- 
come the  world ;  and  whosoever,  by  faith,  looketh  unto  him, 
shall  receive  power  to  overcome  all  things,     I  think  St.  Peter 
saith,'*  Unto  them -that  believe,  Christ  is  precious;"  and  my 
soul  can  evidence  that  he  is  precious;— -more  precious  than 
rabiea,  or  the  eold  wedge  of  Ophir.     Glory  be  unto  his  holy 
name  !    he  is  the  joy  and  rejoicing  of  my  heart.    For,  as  tlie 
Psalmist  saith, '^  Whom,  Lord,  have!  in  Heaven  but  thee  ? 
and  there  is  none  on  the  earth  that  1  desire  in  comparison  of 
thee  !**     Oh  !  that  I  could  leave  this  corrupted  body  and  fly  to 
my  beloved,  and  enjoy  the  fulness  of  divine  love.     Here;  by 
faith,  we  behold  him  through  the  veil  of  ordinances  ;  but  ere 
lone  the  veil  will  be  taken  away,  and  ordinances  cease.     And 
oh!  what  joy  to  think  we  shall  see  him  face  to  face;  and 
^hear  him  say  unto  us,  "  Ye  are  they  thlit  have  continued  with 
me  in  my  temptations,  now  come  and  receive  a  never  fading 
crown  of  my  glory,  aiid  reign  with  me  for  ever  and  ever."  The 
poet  says, 

«'  Earth's  but  a  sorry  tent,  ' 

Pitch'd  for  a  few  frail  days  j 

A  short  Icas'd  tenement ; 

Heaven's  my  song,  my  praise! 
*   Oh,  happy  place  I     When  will  it  be 

That  I  shall  reign  with  Chjpst  in  thee  V 

Now,  my  dear  friend,  my  heart  is  enlarged  with  tender  af- 
fections of  love  towards  you.  Perhaps  it  may  be  the  last 
time  I  shall  be  ^Ter  able  to  take  pen  in  hand  ^  as  you  are  much 
my  superior,  bear  with  my  weakness  and  simpleness  this 
once,  -nnd  sufF(^r  me  to  speak  the  wiioie  of  my  soul,  and  deal 
plainly  in  asking  a  few  important  questions.  I  am  not  going 
to  ask  you.  What  denomination  or  party  you  iiold  with  ?  I 
;Will  l^ave  to  yourself  to  be  fully  persuaded  in  your  oWn  mind. 
Is  it  the  desire  of  your  soul  to  be  saved  by  Jesus  Chrifet,  in  his 
jOwn  and  appointed  way,  disclaiming  or  renouncing  all  help  in>^ 
yourself,  irelying  alone  on  him  for  salvation,  sinking  in  the 
gulph  *of  woe,  and,  like  Peter,  crying,  ^'  Lord,  iave,  c^  I 
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parish,'*—'  or  the  penitent  publican,  •^  God  be  merciful  to  me  a 
poor  sinner/'  — feeling  yourself  (as  the  prophet  Isaiah  de* 
scribeth)  *'  from  the  crown  of  the  head  uoto  the  sole  of  the 
foot,  to  be  nothing  but  wounds,  bruises,  and  patrifjing  sores  ;*' 
and  so  fur  putrified,  that  no  remedy  will  do  but  the  blood  of  the 
precious  Lamb  of  God,  once  shed  on'  Calvary,  when  he  there 
opened  a  fodutain  for  sin  and  uncleanness;  and  that  unless, 
by  faith,  that  balmy  blood  be  applied  to  your  wounded  con- 
science, you  must  perish  everlastingly  f— For  Jesus  Christ  js  the 
only  Physician  of  all  wounded  sm-sick  souls ;  and  what 
thanks,  what  praises  shall  we  return  unto  our  God  for  provid- 
ing us  such  a  good  and  able  Physician,  who  is  able  to  save  to 
the  uttermost  all  that,  by  faith,  come  unto  him  !  For  he  healeth 
all  diseases  of  what  kind  soever  they  be  ;  and  be  for  ever  liveth 
to  do  bis  needy  creatures  eood.  He  kindly  inviteth  us,  saying^ 
**  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and 
I  will  give  you  rest.  Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of 
me,  and  you  shall  find  rest  unto  your  souls;  for  my  yoke  is 
easy,  and  my  burden  light.'*  If  all  these  kind  invitations  will 
not  encourage  us  to  come  and  be  healed  by  this  kind  Phy« 
sician,  I  know  not  what  will.  He  doth  not  require  any  pay ; 
for  he  saith,  ^  If  any  mail  will,  let  him  come  and  take  of  the 
Ivater  of  life  freely,  without  money  and  without  price.**  He 
is  not  in  one  office  only,  but  in  every  thing  we  stand  in  need 
of.  He  is  our  wisdom  to  teach  us,  —  to  make  us  wise  to  ever- 
lasting salvation  ;  our  righteousness,  in  our  stead,  before  God ; 
our  sanctification  Ijefore  his  Heavenly  Father,  to  make  us  ac- 
ceptable in  his  sight,  and  to  answer  for  us,  and  make  a  full 
satisfaction  for  the  multipricity  of  our  imperfections  ;  and  our 
redemption,  to  make  us  fully  complete  and  acceptable  in  his 
sight.  Oh  wonderful  love  !  Jesus,  wha^hast  thou  bestowed  on 
such  a  worm  as  me !  What  compassion  hast  thou  shewed  to 
draw  me  after  thee ! 

"If  still  to  mc  thy  bowels  move, 
Help  lae  to  taste  tby  dying  love.'* 

Come  on  then,  dear  soul,  haste  to  Jesus;  escape  for  your 
life ;  tarry  no  longer  in  the  horrible  city,  lest  the  avenger 
overtake  you  and  bmd  you  as  a  prisoner,  and  deliver  yoo  to 
the  judge,  and  the  judge  deliver  vou  to  the  oflicer,  and  yoo 
be  cast  into  prison,  there  to  lie  till  you  have  paid  injured  jus- 
tice ;  which  never  can,  nor  ever  will  be  to  alletermty.  There- 
fore, delays  are  dangerous.  David  said,  '*  I  made  haste,  and 
delayed'  not  to  keep  tby  righteous  commandments.*'  And 
elsewhere  he  said,  ^'  I  will  not  come  into  my  house,  nor 
ftuiler  ray  eves  to  sleep,  nor  eye-lids  to  slumber,  till  I  have 
found  a  habitation  for  the  God  of  Jacob  to  dwell  in,*       • 

As  the  Lord  has  created  an  appetite  in  your  soul,  let  no 
external  or  outward  forms  of  religion  without  the  power^  sarisff 
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you.  Think  nothing  too  much  to  part  with  for  Christ ;  for, 
saith  be,  ^^  Except  a  mau  sell  all  that  he  hath,  he  cannot  be 
my  discij)le ;  and  whosoever  loveth  father  or  mother,  wife  or 
child,  more  than  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me :  for  whosoever  loveth 
his  life  shall  lose  it;  and  whosoever  loseth  his  life  for  my  sake 
and  the  gospel's,  shall  find  it  in  the  life  eternal.  For  what 
is  a  man  |  rofited,  if  he  should  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lose 
his  own  souli  or  what  shall  he  give  in  exchange  for  his  soul  P* 

I  must  conclude.  May  the  Lord  bless  what  I  have  noi^ 
feebly  attempted  to  speak  to  you,  unto  your  precious  and  im- 
mortal soul,  and  make  each  of  us  heirs  of  everlasting  life  and 
glory !  so  prays  your  unworthy  servant.  —  Please  to  give  my  du- 
tiful respecu  to  Mr.  C — ;  and  acquaint  him,  that  1  hope  he ' 
is  making  sure  work  of  his  soul's  salvation,  for  the  day  is  far 
spentj^  and  the  night  is  at  hand  ;  and  the  wise  man  adviseth, 
'*  whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  all  thy 
might,  for  there  is  no  knowledge,  wisdom,  nor  device,  in 
the  grave,  whither  thou  goest."  Beware  oT  the  w  orld*s  flat- 
teries ;  for,  I  believe,  it  has  beguiled  thousands  of  poor  souls 
with  its  flattering  delusions ;  labouring  to  catch  at  a  shadow, 
they  have  lost  the  substance,  still  busying  themselves  with  la- 
bour and  toil  after  perishing  things ;  —  like  Martha,  much 
encumbered  ;  while  Mary  sat  at  Jesus*  feet  and  heard  his  words 
(and  so  the  blessed  Jesus  declared)  that  one  thing  needful-: 
she  bad  chose  the  good  part  that  never  should  be  taken  from 
her.  I  do  not  say  we  are  to  be  idiots,  and  care  nothing 
about  the  world ;  for  the  apostle  sailh,  "  Be  not  slothful  in  bu- 
siness, but  fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the  Lord.'*— -And  the 
Lord  saith,  '^  Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  righte- 
ousness, and  all  needful  things  shall  be  added  unto  you.**  Let 
him,  and  each  of  us,  beware  we  do  not  lose  sight  of  Jesus,  but 
carefully  follow  his  footsteps;  for,  saith  he,  '*  1  am  the  way,  the 
truth,  and  the  life*  If  any  man  follow  me;  where  I  am,  there 
shall  my  servant  be  also." 

My  dear  friends,  I  see  such  beauty  in  the  looks  of  his  love, 
that  I  know  not  how  to  drop  my  pen  from  earnestly  desiring  you 
to  go  unto  him,  without  the  camp,  bearing  his  reproach.  "  l^t 
the  dead  bury  their  dead  ;'*  —  everlasting  life  is  before  us : 

<*  Ere  long  we  shall  fly 

To  the  regions  on  high, 
For  Ismci's  strength  cannot  vary  nor  lie : 

He  soon  shall  appear, 

He  more  than  draws  near  j 
Our  Jesus  is  come,  and  eternity's  here  1" 

Farewell ;  and  may  the  God  of  peace  and  love  be  with  you 
all !  so  prays  your  sincere  friend  and  wellwisher,  for  my  dear 
Lord  and  Master  Jesus  Christ's  sake, 

David  Saunders. 

sQa"  ^      . 
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THE  INVASION  OF  SATAN^S  KINGDOM, 
BY  THE  PRINCE  Of  PEACE. 

Sir,  To  the  Editor. 

I  NOW  turn  to  the  more  pleasing  topi<i  proposed  in  my 
last,-  and  with  which  I  shall  conclude  my  subject.  Th!e 
"  triumphs  of  Satan  were  not  unknown  to  our  divine  Emmaoael, 
who  immediately  determined,  in  return,  to  attack  the  usurper, 
and  invade  hi<^  newly-acquired  empire.  Scarcely  had  the 
tyrant  effected  his  purpose,  and  carried  the  victims  of  his  law- 
less power  captive  into  his  own  territory,  which  is  truly  a 
region  of  darkness,  oppression,  and  death,  than  this  glorious 
Person  caused  it  to  be  intimated  to  them,  that  he,  "  the  Seed 
of  the  woman,**  would  certainly  ''  bruise  the  serpent's  head  *.'' 
Tills  pleasing  and  merciful  intelligence,  in  some  measure,  dis- 
sipated the  dark  cloud  which  hung  over  thera,  and  inspired 
them  with  a  ray  of  hope,  that  both  themselves  and  their  pos- 
terity might  yet  expect  to  be  rescued  from  the  deep  and  end- 
less ruin  which  seemed  to  await  them,  as  the  consequence  of 
this  nwful  and  disastrous  event. 

The  majesty  and  power  of  the  all-conquering  King  of  Zion, 
together  with  his  design  against  this  desperate  and  malignant 
enemy  of  the  human  race,  were  not  altogether  unknown  to 
him;  he  therefore  immediately  exerted  all  his  policy  and 
power  to  prevent  its  ruinous  effects  upon  his  extensive  and 
benighted  empire.  Among  a  variety  of  other  measures  which 
he  adopted,  he  did  every  thing  he  could  to  conciliate  his  new 
subjects  to  the  laws,  government,  and  manners,  of  his  empire, 
•-providing  for  them  every  thing  which  could  tend  to  gratify 
'*  the  lust  of  the  eye,  the  lust  ot  the  flesh,  and  the  pride  of 
lifef ;"  assuring  them,  at  the  same  time,  that  they  had  nothing 
to  repine  at  or  to  dread,  as  the  motto  of  his  diadem  was 
Pleasure^  Liberty^  and  Security  :  than  which,  nothing  coald 
be  more  false,  as  his  service  yields  nothing  but  misery,  op- 
pression, and  danger.  He  made  use  of  every  artifice  to  pre- 
vent any  intelligence  from  this  great  personage  reaching  those 
whom  he  had  so  basely  subjugated  ;  and  yet,  after  all  his  care, 
he  found  that  communications  had  been  made,  and  had  ex- 
cited some  discontent  with  his  service ;  he  endeavoured  to  re- 
Tnovc  and  counteract  those  impressioris,  by  assuring  them,  that 
it  was  all  false  and  delusive ;  nay,  that  the  persons  who  pre- 
tended to  be  commissioned  from  him  to  announce  his  intei\tion 
of  invading  his  happy  and  enviable  countrv,  were  interested 
enthusiasts,  and  only  aimed  to  make  merchandize  of  them. 
11^  set  his  emissaries  to  blacken  their  characters  and  misrc* 

♦  JsaiaJ;  ix.  z,  f  r  John  ii*  \$, 
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present  their  designs ;  nay,  they  did  not  scruple  to  swearthat 
tbey  were  known  and  inveterate  enemufs  to  all  order  and  go- 
vernment. Sometimes  they  were  mocked,  —  being  asked^ 
**  Where  is  the  promise  ot  his  coming  r  *  At  other  times 
they  threatened  them ;  nay,  they  even  laid  hold  on  some 
of  those  truly  good  and  heavenly  messengers  :  — j«ome  they 
beat  and  cast  into  prison,  —  and  others  they  put  to  death; 
pretending,  at  the  same  time^  that  it  was  doing  both  God  and 
the  world  service  *.  But  these  eminent  and  mjnred  messen* 
gers  from  "  the  King  of  Kings  and  Lord  of  Lords/'  instead  of 
being  ashamed  of  tlje  cause  in  which  they  had  engaged,  or, 
through  fear  of  guffermg,^  jecanting  what  they  asserted,  did 
to  the  last  boldly  and  confidently  repeat  their  messages ;  as* 
suring  their  oppressed  countrymen,  that  Jesus,  the  King  of 
Glory,  the  Lord  qf  Hosts,  known  to  be  mighty  in  battle,  and 
who  had  often  divided  the  spoil  with  the  great,  and  taken  Uie 
prey  from  the  mighty,  would  most  certainly  invade  the  king- 
dom of  Satan,  and  break  the  heavy  and  galling  yoke  under 
which  his  subjects  so  bitterly  and  so  incessantly  groaned. 

Tlie  event  proved  exactly  as  these  faithful  men  had  foretold. 
After  a  variety  of  preparatory  steps  had  been  taken,  and  a 
lon^  interval  had  elapsed  between  the  first  intimation  of  the 
design  and  its  actual  accomplishment,  this  long-desired  and 
glorious  Deliverer  made  his  appearance.  This  was  indeed  an 
eventful  period,  a  joyful  day  ;  —  a  day  which  had  long  been 
anticipated,  yea,  ardently  prayed  for  by  all  who  had  believed 
the  message  which  this  gracious,King  had  at  different  times 
sent  by  the  hands  of  his  servants  f.  On  the  contrary,  it  is 
impossible  to  describe  the  consternation  and  rage  which  this 
event  occasioned  in  Satan,  and  all  the  infernal  powers  under 
his  direction  and  influence.  ,  Councils  were  held,  messengers 
and  trusty  agents  were  dispatched  in  every  direction,  with 
ordcis  to  arm  and  muster  all  the  armed  and  tried  friends  of  the 
Sat»ic  empire,  with  a  view^to  a  prompt  and  vigorous  defence 
of  file  country  in  this  time  of  common  danger,  against  aa 
enepy  known  to  be  truly  wise  in  council  and  omnipotent  in 
confjict.  Satan  and  his  emissaries  knew  well  enough  that 
thi/fwas  the  King  who  was  to  come,  and  of  whom  bis  followers 
ai»£  subjects  were  heard  to  sing,  ^^  Unto  usa'Child^ls  l>orn,  and 
a  Son  is  given,  and  the  government  shall  be  upon  his  shoulder; 
and  his  name  shall  be  called  Wonderful,  Counsellor,  the 
Mighty  God,  the  Everlasting  Father,  the  Prince  of  Peace.  Of 
the  increase  of  his  government  and  peace  there  shall  be  no  end 
upon  the  throneof  David,  and  upon  his  kingdom,  to  order  and 
to  establish  it  with  judgment  and  with  justice  from  henceforth, 
even  for  ever.  The  zeal  of  th^  Lord  of  hosts  will  perform 
thisj;* 

•  Ucb,  li.  3«,  37,  38,  t  H«b«  1^  ij  ^.  J  I«aiah  ix,  6,  7. 
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Although  the  god  of  this  world  knew  the  tremendous  power 
and  resources  of  this  anointed  One,  yet  he  did  not  discover 
jiny  cowardice  or  intimidation;  but  summoned  all  his  expe* 
rience  and  resolution,  and  determined  not  to  yield  one  inch  of 
Jiis  territory,  or  lose  one  of  his  subjects,  but  by  dire  neces- 
sity. Disguising  himself,  like  Ahab  of  old,  he  went  into  the 
battle;  fend,  in  single  combat,  he  assaulted  the  Prince,  by 
ivhose  hand  his  empire  was  destined  to  fall*.  But,  after  vari- 
ous severe  and  well-planned  attacks,  he  retreated,  not  a  little 
chagrined  at  his  want  of  success.  He  then- employed  a  chosen 
band  of  troops,  on  whom  he  could  safely  depend  f,  and  placed 
them  in  amoush  against  him ;  hoping  to  ensnare  and  ruin  him 
by  their  meaQS :  —  but  he  repulsed  these  also.  In  short,  in 
every  encounter  Emmanuel's  wisdom  and  power  proved  victo- 
lious,  although  the  enemy  was  not  totally  destroyed. 

To  these  partial  and  undecisive  conflicts  succeeded  a  more 
tremendous  one.  It  was  indeed  one  of  the  most  determined 
efforts  of  the  god  of  this  world  to  defend  his  empire  against  the 
assaults  of  "  the  Captain  of  the  Lord,  of  Hosts.**  The  latter 
was  indeed  aware  or  the  period  and  manner  in  which  this  last 
and  desponding  attack  would  be  made  ;  and  spoke  of  it  to  his* 
followers,  calling  it,  in  his  discourse,  by  the  strong  expression 
of -^The  hour  and  power  of  darkness.*  He  anticipated  also 
an  affecting  circumstance,  which  indeed  actually  took  place 
about  the  same  time;  —  this  was  the  cowardice  and  unfaith- 
fulness of  his  followers ;  to  whom  he  expressed  his  suspicions : 
in  answer  to  which,  every  one  of  them  renewed  their  declara- 
tion of  attachment ;  and  even  pledged  themselves  rather  to  die 
^than  forsake  him  ;}:.  The  event  turned  .out  just  as  he  had  pre- 
dicted. One  of  the  twelve,  whom  he  had  chosen  as  leaders, 
agreed  to  betray  him  for  thirty  pieces  of  silver;  and  the  rest 
Hed  at  the  first  onset,  and  left  him  to  bcar^  singly  the  whole 
heat  of  the  enemv's  furious  assault :  then  was  fulfilled  that  an- 
cient saying  of  his,  "  Ihave  trodden  the  wine-press  alone  ;  and 
of  the  people,  there  were  none  with  me."  This  was  indeed,  to 
the  Friend  of  sinners,  the  most  awful  and  afflicting  day  in  all 
his  dreadful  warfare ;  and,  to  perpetuate  tlie  remembrance  of 
its  interesting  transactions  among  his  followers,  he  has  insti- 
tuted an  ordinance  of  commemoration,  which  is  to  continue  in 
force  to  the  end  of  the  world  §.  Although  in  this  last  con- 
'  flict  he  was  sorely  wotinded,  and  "  his  visage  marred  more  than 
that  of  any  man  || ;"  yet  he  obtained  a  most  signal  victory  over 
the  enemy,  which  is  thus  celebrated  M  one  of  the  most 
valiant  captains  in  the  Prince's  army,  '^  Having  spoiled  prin- 
cipafitics  and  powers,  he  made  a  shpw  of  them,  openly  triampb- 
ing  over  them  ^." 

•  Mat.  iv.  I— II,  t  The  Scribes  and  Pharisees. 

iMat.  xxvi.  35.  ^6.  i  Mat.  xxyi.^i6^zZ.  |1  Isaiah lii*  u- 

Col.  n.  15. 
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Three  days  elapsed^  after  this  honourable  aad  successful 
struggle,  before  he  shewed  himself,  and  again  joined  the 
little  handful  of  affrighted  followers,  who  had  in  the  mean 
time  been  sadly  scattered  and  divided  ;  and  were  also  so  con* 
founded  and  dismayed,  that  they  were  almost  ready  to  give  up 
the  cause  for  lost.  Indeed,  he  overheard  two  ot  them  dis- 
coursing upon  the  subject;  and  it  appears  that  they  were 
greatly  distressed,  and  said,  alluding  to  their  "  leader  and  com- 
mander V*  "who  they  imagined  had  been  slain  in  the  late 
battle,  ^  We  thought  it  had  been  he  which  should  have  re- 
stored Israel  f." 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  describe  the  joy  and  transport  which 
they  all  felt  on  his  re-appearing  among  them  again.  It  wai^ 
however  mingled  with  much  shame,  fear,  and  unbelief.  One 
of  them  was  heard  to  say,  after  the  strongest  proofs  of  the 
fact  had  been  given,  that  he  would  hot  give  it  credit  until  he 
had  examined  the  very  wounds  which  his  Captain  was  knowa 
to  have  received  on  that  day.  His  presence  was  to  his  fol- 
lowers as  life  from  the  dead  :  they  were  more  than  ever  con- 
vinced of  the  just  and  glorious  nature  of  the  contest  in  which 
they  were  engaged ;  and,  filled  with  regret,  on  account  of  their 
former  iU  conduct,  they  were  determined  to  persevere  in  it 
with  redoubled  zeal.  Being  furnished  with  a  more  full  and 
complete  view  of  the  measures  to  be  taken  against  the  common 
enemy  of  souls,  and  now  encouraged  by  the  progress  already 
made  in  this'  holy  warfare,  they  proceed  to  attack  one  of  the' 
strongest  points  of  the  enemy's  entrenchments  first:  indeed 
80  had  their  Lord  expressly  commanded  t.  Nof  is  it  long  be- 
fore they  have  abundant  evidence  that  the  weapons  of  their 
warfare  are  not  carnal;  but  mighty,  through  God,  to  the 
pulling  down  of  the  strongholds  of  sin  §. 

At  the  very  first  onset,  3000  oppressed  souls  were  rescued 
frotn  under  the  power  of  Satan  j|.  Now  is  fulfilled  that  reporf 
which  was  made  concerning  th^  Captain  of  our  salvation.  That 
he  would  "  prochtim  liberty  to  vthe  captives,  and  the  opening 
.of  the  prison  to  them  that  are  bound  ^.*'  Every  day  now  wit- 
nessed new  conquests,  and  great  muhitudes  joined  the  stand- 
ard of  the  cross;  among  whom  was  a  standard-bearer,  one  of 
the  most  powerful  chiefs  of  the  Prince  of  Darkness**.  This 
man  was  an  host  in  himself:  it  was,  therefore,  thought  advise- 
able  to  send  him  and  some  others,  in  different  directions,  to 
make  inroads  upon  other  parts  of  the  enemy's  territory ;  and 
they  succeeded  beyond  all  expectation,  overrunning  a  great 
part  of  the  Gentile  division  of  the  enemy's  country,  carrying 

•  Isaiah  iv.  i.  f  I-w^«  **i^-  U»  *c.  J  Luke  xxir.  46,  47. 

i  X  Ccr.  X.  4,  5.  II  Acts  ii:  40, 41.  f  luiah  Ixi.  x, 

*•  The  apo&t)e  Paul.    Actsiz.  t,  4?c, 
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many  of  the  strongest  posts,  some  of  which  seemed  impreg** 
nable*;  and  li.beiating  a  prodigious  namberof  captives,  wba 
bad  Ions:  groaned  under  the  most  degrading  and  cruel  oppres- 
sion. Things  went  ou'in  tliis  way  for  some  time ;  and  the  most 
happy  effects  were  produced^  until  some  of  those,  who  had 
joined. the  standard  of  the  Redeemer,  fell  away  to  the  eaemy  ; 
and  many  others  became  lukewarm  and  indifferent;  and  thiq^ 
wore  a  m6st  gloomy  aspect  for  some  ages ;  yea,  sometimes  it 
seemed  as  if  the  enemy  would  have  recovered  all  that  he  bad 
lost;  but  this  has  aot  been  the  case.  At  different  times  and 
in  various  places,  active  and  brave  officers  in  the  army  of 
the  Messiah  have  revived  the  contest  w^ith  great  advantage. 
Nearer  to  our  own  times,  we  have  reason  to  be  ashamed  that 
the  professed  soldiers  of  Jesus  Christ  have  contented  themselves 
.  n^ifh  mere  defensive  operations,  thinking  it  quite  enough  to. 
retain  post?ession  of  the  posts  which  they  nad  taken.  Lately, 
however,  a  strong  compassion  has  been  excited  in  favour  of 
those  poor  captives  who  yet  remain  under  the  bondage  of 
Satan.  'A  cry  is  beard  throughout  the  camp  of  the  M^asiah^ 
**  Who  is  on  the  Lord's  side  f*  and  formidable  preparations  are 
Biaking,  among  different  divisions  of  the  army  of  the  Lamb,  for 
a  general  assault  upon -the  powers  of  darkness.  It  is  expected 
that  this  great  Conqueror  will  shortly  go  forth  upon  agreat  white 
horse,  and  that  the  armies  which  are  in  Heaven  will  follow 
him  upon  white  horses  f;  and  the  most  glorious  exploits  are 
expected  to  take  place.  —  God  send  them  all  possible  success! 
May  there  he  a  grand  display  of  union  and  zeal,  for  it  is  one 
cause!  and  may  the  church  soon  have  cause  to  exclaim  and 
sing,  ^^  The  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  become  the  kingdom  of 
God  i^nd  of  his  Christ;  and  he  shall  reign  for  ever  and 
ever§!'*  Amen. 
Bermondsty.  '  J.  T. 

•  Corinth,  Bphewis,  &c.  t  Rev.  xvii.  ii,  &c.  §  Rev.  xi.  15. 


ON  THE  MUTUAL  KNOWLEDGE  OF 
SAINTS    IN    GLORY. 

MR.  COWPER's  second  LETTER. 
fScc  the  Evan.  Mag.  for  September,  p.  379.3 

My  Dear  Cousin^ 

Having  gone  as  far  as  I  thought  needful  to  justify  the 
opinion  of  our  meeting,  and  knowing  e^ch  other  hereafter^  I 
fiiid^  upon  reflection,  that.  I  have  done  but  half  my  business^ 
and  that  one  of  the  questions  yoji  proposed,  remains  Entirely 
unconbidercd ;  viz,  "  Whether  the  things  of  our  present  sUtc 
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ifHl  boC  b«  of  too  low  and  viean  a  tiature  to  engage  out 
liioughts^  or  make  a  part  of  our  comatantcatiom  in  Heaven.'' 

The  common  and  ordinary  occurrence*  of  life,  no  doubt,  an4 
even  the  ties  of  kindred,  and  of  all  temporal  interests,  will  be 
entirely  discarded  from  among  that  happy  society,  and  possiWy 
eren  the  remembrance  of  them  done  away ;  but  it  doear  not 
therefore  follow,  that  oar  spiritual  concerns,  efen  in  this  life, 
vrill  be  forgotten  ;  neither  do  I  think  that  they  can  ever  ap* 
pear  trifling  to  us  in  any  the  most  distant  period  of  eternity. 
God,  ,a»  you  say,  in  reference  to  riie  Scripture,  will  be  all  in 
^1 ;  but  does  not  that  e:)cpression  mean,  that  being  admitted 
to  so  near  an  approach  to  our  Heavenly  Father  and  Redeemer, 
our  whole  nature,  the  soul,  and  all  its  fiaculties,  will  be  em*' 
ployed  in  praising  and  adoring  him  ?  .  Doubtlesss,  howevef^ 
this  will  be  the  case ;  and  if  so,  wilt  it  not  farnisii  out  a  gloriout 
theme  of  thanksgiving  to  recollect  "The  rock  whence  we  wer^ 
hewn,  and  the  hole  of  the  pit  whence  we  were  digged?'    Td 
recollect  the  time  when  our  faith,  which  under  the  tuition  and 
nurture  of  the  Hdy  Spirit,  has  produced  such  a  plentiful  har- 
vest of  immortal  bliss,  was  as  a  grain  of  mustard  seed,  small  iit 
itself,  promising  but  little  fnait,  and  producing  less  I     To  recol- 
Ject  tifce  various  attempts  that  were  made  upon  it,  by  the  worlds' 
the  fleeh,  and  the  Devil,  and  its  various  triumphs  over  all,  by 
the  asNstapce  of  God,  through  our  Lord  Jefi»s*Christ  \  At  pre- 
«ent,  whatever  our  convictions  may  be  of  the  sinfulness  and 
corruption  bf  our  nature,  we  can  make  but  a  very  imperfect 
estimate  either  of  our  weakness  or  our  guilt.     Then,  no  doubt^ 
we  shall  understand  the  full  value  of  the  wonderful  salvation 
wrought  out  for  usi :  and  it  seems  reasonable  to  suppose,  that,  in 
order  to  form  a  just  idea  of  out  redemption.  We  shall  be  able  to 
form  a  just  one  of  the  danger  we  have  escaped.    When  we  know 
how  weak  and  frail  we  were,  surely  we  shall  be  more  able  to 
render  due  praise  and  honour  to  his  strength  who  fought  for  us ; 
when  we  know,  completely  the  hatefulness  of  sin  in  the  sight 
of  God,  and  how  deeply  we  were  tainted  by  it,  we  shall  know 
how  to  value  the  blood  by  which  we  are  cleansed  as  we  ought. 
The  twenty-four  Elders,  in  the  6th   of  the   Revelations,  give 
glory  to  Ciod  for  th^ir  redemption,  out  of  every  kindred^  and 
tongue,  and  people,  and  nauon.     "fUia  surely  iuiplies  a  retro* 
spect  to  their  respective  conditions  upon  earth  ;  and  that  eaeti 
remembered  out  of  what  particular  kindred  and  nation  he  harf 
been  redeemed;  and  if  so,  then  surely  the  minutest  cireumstanctf 
ot  their  redemption  did  not  escape  their  memory.     They  wha 
triumph  'Ov^r  the  beuft>  in  the  )5th  chapter,  sing  the  song  of 
Mosesy  the  servaiTt  of  Grod ;  and  what  was  that  hong  f    A  sub^ 
iime  recoid  of  Israel's  deliverance,  and  the  destruction  of  her 
epemies  in  the  Red  Sea ;  typical,  no  doubt,  of  the  song  which 
'(he  redeemed  in  Ston  shall  sing  to  celebrate  their  own  »aiv»» 
thu,  a>a4  tb«  di&feat  of  their  spiritual  eiieaue»» .  Thia  aj^aiiv 
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implies  h  recollection  of  the  daneerB  they  had  before  eneoon* 
tered^  aod  the  supplies  of  strengtD  and  ardour  they  had,  iit 
every,  emergency,  received  from  the  great  Deliverer  out  of  alL 
These  quotations  do  not  indeed  prove  that  their  warfare  apoa 
earth  includes  a  part  of  their  converse  with  each  other,  Iwt 
they  prove  that  it  is  a  theme  not  unworthy  to  be  heard,  eveo 
before  the.  throne  of  God  ;  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  unfit 
for  reciprocal  communication. 

But  you  doubt  whether  there  is  any  communication  between 
the  blessed  at  all :  neither  do  I  recollect  any  Scripture  that  prove* 
it,  or  tliat  bears  any  relation  to  the  subject.  But  reason  teent 
to  require  it  so  peremptorily,  that  a  society  without  soeial  in-* 
tercourse,  seems  to  be  a  solecism,  and  a  contradiction  in  terms} 
and  the  inhabitants  of  those  regions  are  called,  you  know,  in 
Scripture,  an  Innumerable  Company,  and  an  Js^mbfy;  which 
^ems  to  convey  the  idea  of  society  as  clearly  as  the  word  itself* 
Human  testimony  weighs  but  little  in  matters  of  this  sort;  bot 
|et  it  have  all  the  weight  it  can;  I  know  no  greater  names  in 
divinity  than  Watts  and  Doddridg^  ihey  were'  both  of  this 
opinion  ;  gnd  I  send  you  the  words  of  the  latter  :•«- 

**  Our  companions  in  glory  may  probably  assist  us  by  their 
wise  and  ^ood  observations,  when  we  come  to  make  the  pro- 
vidence of  God,  hereupon  earth,  under  the  guidanee  and  di- 
rection  of  our  Loid.  Jesus  Christ,  the  subject  of  oar  mutual 
converse." 

Thus,  my  dear  cousin,  I  have  spread  out  my  reasons  befo^ 
you  for  an  opinion  which,  whether  admitted  or  denied,  affects 
|iot  the  state  or  the  interest  of  our  souls.  —  May  onr  Creator, 
Jledeemer,-  and  Sanctifier,  Conduct  us  into  his  own  Jerusalem, 
where  there  shall  be  no  night,  neither  any  darkness  at  al) ; 
where  we  shall  be  free  even  Irom  innocent  error,  and  perfect  in 
the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  €k>d  in  the  foce  of  Jesns  Christ. 

Yours,  W.  CbWFKR. 


MR.  ^OWl^EH^S  tHlR0   tETTER  ON  THE  SAME  SUBJECT. 

My  Dear  Cousin,  -' 

It  is  reckoned,  you  kmew,  a  great  achicrement  to  silence 
an  opponent  in  disputation  ;  and  your  silence  was  of  so  long 
continuance,  that!  might  well  begin  to  please  myself  with  the 
lipprehension  of  having  accomplished  so  arduous  a  matter.  To 
be  j^erious,  however,  I  am  not  sorry  that  what  1  have  said 
concerning  our  knowledge  of  each  other  in  a  future  state,  has 
ft  little  ipclitred  yoii  to  tlie  affirmative  j -^  for  though  there- 
deemed  of  the  Lord  shall  be  sure  of  being  as  happy  in  that  state 
i|s  infinite  power,  employed  by  infinite  £;oodnes6,  can  make 
tb^m,  and  therefore  it  may  seem  immaterial  whether  we  shall> 
'or  «ball  not,  recollect  each  other  hereafter;  yet  our  present 
kftppin^s  ai  kast  k  alitUe  interested  in  the  que^n.  A  p«fett»4 
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%  frieod^  'ft  ^vifc^  mast  needs,  1  tbink,  feel  a  little  heart-ache 
m  the  thought  of-cin  eternal  separation  from  the  objects  of  her 
t^egard ;  and"  not  to  know  tnem  when  she  meets  them  ia 
«j)^er  life,  or  never  to  ^eet  them  at  all,  amounts^  though  not 
filtorether,  yet  nearly  to  the  same  thing.  Remember  them,  1 
tbink,  she  needs  must.  To  hear  that  they  are  happy,  will  in-* 
fleed  be  no  small  addition  to  her  own  felicity;  but  to  see  them^ 
so^  will  sucely  be  a  gireater*  Thus,  at  least,  it  appears  tp  our  pr&* 
aem  human  apprehension  ;  conseq^uently,  therefore,  to  think, 
that  when  we  leave  them,  we  lose  them  tor  ever ;  that  we  musi 
Tem^in  eternally  ignorant  whether  they,  that  were  Hesh  of  our 
fles)i#  and  bone  oi  our  bone^  partake  with  us  of  celestial  glory, 
or  are  disinherited  of  their  heavenly  portion,  must  shed  a  dis« 
ma|  ^loom  over  all  our  present  connections.  For  my  owa 
part,  this  life  is  such  a  momentary  thing,  and  all  its  interestf. 
tmve  so  shrunk  in  my  estimation,  since  by  the  grace  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  I  became  attentive  to  the  things  of  another,  that, 
like  a  worm  in  the  bud  of  all  my  friendships  and  aifections,  this 
very  thought  would  eat  out  the  heart  of  them  all,  had  I  a 
thousand ;  and  were  their  date  to  terminate  with  thfs  life,  £ 
think  I  should  have  no  inclination  to  cultivate  and  improve 
such  a  fugitive  business.  Yet  friendship  is  necessary  to  oufe- 
bappiness^  here,  and  built  upon  Christian  principles^  upon 
which  only  it  can  stand,  is  a  thing  even  of  religious  sanctiba 
^  for  what  is  that  love  which  the  Holy  Spirit,  speaking  by 
St.  John,  so  much  inculcates,  but  friendship?  The  only  love 
tvhich  deserves  the  name ;  a  love  which  can  toil^  and  watob, 
and  deny  itself,  and  go  to  death  for  its  brother.  WoHdly  friend* 
•hips area  poor  weed  compared  with  this ;  and  even  this  unioa 
of  spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace,  would  suffer  in  mv  mind  at  leasts 
could  I  think  it  w^re  only  coeval  with  our  earthly  mansions.  -« 
It  may  possibly  argue  great  weakness  in  me,  in  this  instJFince^ 
to  stana  sq  much  in  need  of  future  hopes  to  support  me  in  the 
discharge  of  present  duty.  But  so  it  is  :  — •  I  am  far,  I  know, 
Tery  far  from  being  perfect  in  Christian  love,  or  ^y  other 
divine  attainment ;  and  am  therefore  unwilling  to  forego  what^ 
ever  may  help  me  in  my  progress.  * 

You  are  so  kind  as  to  enquire  after -my  health ;  for  which  rea* 
9on  I  must  tell  you,  what  otherwise  would  not  be  wortli  men« 
lioning,  that  I  have  lacely  been  just  enough  indisposed  to  con« 
vince  me,  that  not  only  human  life  in  general^  but  mine  itk 
particular,  bangs  by  a  slender  thread.  I  am  stout  enough  in 
appearance ;  yet  a  little  illness  demolishes  me.  I  have  had  a 
severe  .shak^ ;  and  the  building  Is  not  so  firm  as  it  was.  But  I 
Uess  God  for  it  with  all  my  heiurt.  If  the  inper  man  be  but 
strengthened  xlay  by  day,  as  I  hope  under  the  renewing  influ*^ 
ences  o^'  the  Holy  Ghost,  it  will  be  no  matter  how  soon  the 
outward  is  dissolved.  He  who  bas  in  a  manner  raised  me  from 
the  dead^  in  a  Ut^al  stose^  has  given  me  tliegrac^  1  trust,  to 

^  It  8 
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be  ready,  «*  the  sliortest  notice,  to  euitfeadenip  to  hmr  iSMt  Rft 
wbich  I  have  twice  receiTed  from  iiim.  WItetber  1  Mwe  or  die^ 
I  desire  it  may  be  to  his  glory;  and  it  must  be  to  mj  happineM^ 
*^  1  thank  God  that  l>  have  those  amoi^^st  my  kindred  to  wfaont 
I  can  write  without  reserve  of  sentittieots  upon  this  ssbject,  a^ 
I  do  to  you.  A  letter  upon  any  other  subject  is  iiK>re  insipid  to 
me  than  ever  my  task  was  whan  a  school-boy;  and  i  say  net 
this  in!  vain*glory ;  G  od  forbid  !  but  to  shew  you  whal  the  Al* 
nrighty^  who6<  name  I  am  unworthy  to  mention,  has  done  fiir 
nte,  the  chief  of  sinners^  Onee  he  was  a  terror  to  me ;  and  hta 
aervice^  oh  whata  weariness  it  was  !  Now  1  can  say  I  love  him^ 
and  his  holy  name ;  and  am  nevet  so  happy  as  whan  I  speak  ef 
kis  mercies  to  me. 

Huntingdoni  Yours,    W.  Cowpkiu 


BIBLICAL     CRITICISM. 

J  eertain  man  made  a  great  supper^  and  bade  many ;  and  iM 
'  his  servants,  at  supper-time,  to  say  to  them  that  weix  biddtn, 
Come,  for  all  things  are  now  ready.  —  Luke  xiv.  l6,  17. 

.  TuERB  is  a  striking  conformity  between  the  drcumstaocea 
ietimated  in  the  introductory  part  of  this  paral^le,and  ibecers* 
monies  attendant  upon  a  CLinese  entestainment.  Among 
thit  people,  ^  an  invitation  to  an  entertainment  ia  no^  sup- 
posed to  be  given  with  sincexity»  umil  it  has  been  renewed 
t|iree  or  four  times  in  writing.  A  card  is  sent  on  the  eveniog 
before  the  entertainment ;  another,  on  the  morning  of  the  ap« 
pointed  day  ;  and  a  third,  when  every  thing  is  prepared  *•**— 
Tbe  invitiition  to  this  great  supper  is  sappoaed  to  have  been 
given  when  the  certain  man  had  resolved  upon  making  it; 
but.  it  is  aaain  repeated  at  supper-time^  when  all  things  were 
r^y,  I\ow,  as  it  does  not  appear  that  the  renewal  of  it  arose 
from  the  refusal  of  the  persons  invited,  of  which  no  hint  is 
yet  given,  we  may  suppose  it  was  customary  thus  to  send  re- 
peated messages^  The  practice  was  very  ancient  among  the 
Chineae  ;  and  if  admitted  to  havapi*€vailed  among  the  Jews^ 
<;erti^nly  gives,  a  signifii[;ancy  to  the  words  not  usually  per- 
aaived. 

'  "     ■      KEFLECTIONS. 

The  repetition  of  gospel-invitatibns  does  not  arise  fixMn  the 
want  irf  sincerity,  —  but  from   rtie  earnest  soJicitude  of  the 

*  Sec  Gold8a\kh*s  Geography,  p.  117,. 
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Founder^  the  fea^t  to  bring  sinners  to  partake  of  it.  How 
hapj)y  are  they  to  whom  these  calls  are  addressed  !  But  how 
is  that  felicity  augmented  when  they  effectually  r^ach  the 
heart,  and  are  followed  by  a  believing  approach  to  the  Lord 
Je^us  Christ!  Let  the  men  of  the  world  enjoy  its  vain  de- 
lights :  such  as  have  tasted  that  the  Lord  is  gractou8>  oan  no 
longer  relish  them.  Let  the  religious  formaHst  satisfy  himself 
with  customary  duties  and  services,  -^the  Hvely  Christian  seeki 
to  obtain  the  provisions  of  God*s  grace,  through  the  mediuoi 
of  ordinances*  He  is  not  satisfied  to  neglect  the  means,  but 
he  cannot  be  comfortable  till  he  enjoys  the  l>les8iDg  proBii«ed 
to  be  thereby  communicated. 

St.  Album,  S,B. 


ANECDOTE. 


A  GENTLEMAN  of  my  acquaintance  was  asked  in  cms-^ 
pany,  What  led  him  first  to  enibrace  the  truths  of  the  gospel, 
which  formerly  he  was  known- to  have  neglected  and  despised  I 
He  said, "  My  call  and  conversion  to  God  our  Saviour  wa» 
produced  by  very  singular  means :— A  person  put  into  mjr 
nand  Paine's  Age  of  Reason :  I  read  it  with  attention ;  and 
was  very  much  struck  with  tlie  strong  and  ridiculous  represen- 
tations he  made  of  so  many  passages  of  the  Bible.  1  confess, 
to  my  shame,  1  never  liad  read  the  Bible  through ;  but  from 
what  I  remembered  to  have  heard  at  church,  or  accidentally  on 
%)ther  occasions,  1  could  not  persuade  myself  that  Paiiie's  re- 
port was  quite  exact,  and  the  Bible  quite  so  absurd  ^  book  as 
he  represented  it.  I  resolved,  therefore,  that  1  would  read  the 
Bible  regularly  through,  and  compare  the  passages  wl>en  I 
had  done  so,  that  1  might  give  the  book"  fair  play.  I  accord- 
ingly set  myself  toithe  task  ;  and  as  I  advanced,  was  so  struck 
with  the  majesty  which  spoke,  the  awfulness  of  the  truth* 
contained,  and  the  strong  evidence  of  its  divine  original,  which 
increased  with  every  page,  that  I  finished  my  enquiry  with  the 
fullest  satisfaction  of  the  truth  as  it  ia-in  Jesus ;  and  with  my  heart 
penetrated  with  a  sense  of  obligation  I  had  never  felt  before, 
resolved  henceforth  to  take  the  uacred  word  for  my  guide,  and 
be  a  faithful  follower  of  the  Son  of  God.  But,  judge  of  my 
surprize!  I  no  sooner  began  to  avow  my  sentiments,  and  to 
change  my  course  of  life,  than  those  who  never  reproached  me 
for  my  ignorance  and  Jnfidehty,,bi:anded  me  as  a  Methodist!-—  * 
Will  any  of  you,  my  friends,  let  me  know  the  real  meaning  of 
thit  term,  and  what  are  the  characteristic  majks  of  this  re- 
proaehful  tcrm^  MtthudimV*  T,  H.. 
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MYBOW, 

AV  OTAUIITAN  YOUTH. 

Mydow  and  Oley,  two  Ouhci. 
tfM  youths,  were  brought  to  England 
about  two  years  ago,  by  a  South 
Wlialcr,  and,  fr«m  motives  of  Chris- 
tian compassion,  were  taken  under 
^kt  wmg  of  the  Missionary  Society, 
who  committed  them  to  tne  care  of 
the  Brethren's  Society  in  Yorkshire. 
The  climate  appears  to  have  disa- 
greed witli  them  ;  and  it  was  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  Society  to 
aend  them  back,  if  possible,  to  their 
owncountry.  In  this  however,  they 
have  been  disappointed  ;  but  it  af- 
fords much  pleasure  to  perceive 
some  hopeful  appearances  of  the 
BOM-er  of  Divine  Grace  in  their 
hearts ;  and  that^  Mydow,  who  is 
4ead,  was  thought  by  the  Brethren 
tp  have  died  in  the  faith  and  hope 
uf  the  Gospel,  as  appears  by  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  tlic  Secretary  :•— 

Eev.  and  Dear  Sir, 

Yesterday  evening  T  returned 
horn  Mislietd,  whitlier  I  had  been 
called  by  an  expression  Saturday 
the  24tK 

My  last  t6  yoli  was  of  the  31st  of 
August,  written  just  before  my  de. 
parture  firom  London,  in  which  I 
once  more  made  whai  observations. 
I.theacoulddo,  couceruing  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Directors  of  the  Musi- 
onary  Society  to  bring  the  Otahei. 
tan  youths  to  London,  with  a  view 
to  their  return  to  their  native 
island.  When  J  came  to  Fulnec,  I 
examined  into  their  situation,  and, 
a&'cording  to  the  wish  of  the  Oi- 
rect0rs,  made  a  report  of  it  to  Mr. 
Hardcastle,' who  no  doubt  has  com- 
municated  to  you  what  I  wrote. 
When  1  left  Fulnec,  Sep.  16th,  they 
were  both  at  •\1i';ticld  ;  where  I  had 
visited  and  taken  leave  of  them. 

I  expected  shortly  to  hear,  tJiat 
cither  Mydpw  or  Oley  was  worse  j 
but  a  brother  fmxn  hence  having 
paid  a  visit  to  Fulnec  and  Mistield 
hst  week^  j  obtained  from  him  on 
Friday  i^i^ht,  ajd,  some  inforiua- 


tion  respecting  them,  which  to  flie 
apj  cared  of  so  satisfactory  a  narcne 
( )i>  fir  as  related  to  their  best  inter* 
e^t)  that  I  was  going ,  on  Saturday 
morning,  to  make  it  the  subject  of 
another  letter  to  you  or  Mr.  Hard- 
castle, when  1  received  a  letter  from 
Dr.  Okely,  by  express,  requesting, 
that  if  I  had  not  settled  otherwise, 
I  might  return  to  Misfield  and  at. 
tend  the  baptism  of  Oley,  and  fuoe. 
ral  of  Mydow. 

In  this  letter  he  informs  me,  that 
ever  since  1  left  Yorkshire,  Mydoti^ 
had  been  growing  weaker;  that 
there  seemed  a  gathering  in  his 
neck,  which  put  him  to  great  paia 
and  inconvenience ;  and  that,  on 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  if  had 
plainly  appeared  that  his dissolutioa  ' 
was  approaching;  in  consequence  of 
which  his  repeated  urgent  request 
to  be  baptized  had  been  taken  into 
serious  consideration  by  the  minis* 
ters  of  our  Yorkshire  congregation, 
who  happened  to  be  assembled  at 
Misfield  on  that  day,  to  hold  the 
customary  half  .  yearly  meeting 
with  that  congregation.  The  bap- 
tism was  resolved  to  be  adminis. 
tered  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same 
day ;  and  many  of  our  brethren 
from  our  other  Yorkshire  settle- 
ments  being  present,  all  took  a  most 
lively  interest  in  the  transaction. 

At  first,  it  was  intended  to  have 
baptized  him  on  his  sick  bed,  in  his 
apartment ;  but  a  general  wish  be- 
ing expressed  that  it  might  be  done 
in  the  chapel,  he  was  carried  in  his 
bed  into  the  chapel,  aud  placed  in 
the  middle,  the  bed.stead  being 
covered  with  a  whiic  cloth  ;  the 
congregation  sat  all  round ;  the  chil- 
dren  in  the  inner  rows.  A  Iter  the 
singing  of  some  ver^s,  and  an  ap^ 
propriate  address,  the  situation  ol  . 
the  patient  not  admitting  of  the  u^e 
of  the  liturgy,  usual  on  such  occasi- 
ons,—Mr.  Benade,  a  bishop  of  our 
church,  and  minister  of  Fnlqec,  dC'i 
clared  in  the  name  of  the  cafMli«Ute, 
his  often  repeated  request  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  church  of  Christ  by 
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l^ly  baptism ;  his  faith  in  Jf  su  ,  as 
the  only  Suvtour  ;  his  co'ife-iiion  oi 
Ibis  being  by  n  itiirc  undc  rhe  power 
•f  siiiand  the  Devil  ;  andal^,  his 
hopes  of  pirdoii  and  deliverance, 
thro'  the  blood  of  Ghrisi,  &c. ;  all 
which  My  daw  had  oftci  he  f  ore 
•most  unequivocally  and  spotitaae. 
oudy  declared  to  h'  his  hcirt's 
wish  and  hope  ;  aui  thea  baptized 
him  into  the  death  of  Jesu>,  Calling 
htm  Christian,  six  brethren  being 
witnesses,  and  standiiig  around  the 
bed,  four  of  whom  were  ministers, 
-And  joining  in  the  imposition  of 
hands*  The  whole  congregation  was 
^xcet:dingly  affected  ;  a-id  even  the 
children  shed  many  tears  during  the 
solemn  transaction,  and  most  fer. 
Tencly  jvmed  in  singing  that  versie, 

*•  Tbt  Stv'our*!  Wood  and  righcrousnesi 
Thy  beauty  «rc,  ihy  glorious  dre.s. 
TliM  well  arra .  'd,  chuu  nce4^  noc  fear 
^ooo  in  his  |*re»eace  to  appear." 

The  following  morning,  about 
four  o^ctocky  this  dear  soul  took 
flight  I  and,  we  firmly  believe,  is 
now  singing  the  praises  ot  the  Lamb 
before  the  throne  of  God.  Oley 
was  present  at  the  baptism,  thou^^h 
'Very  weak  and  much  affected  ;  and 
immediately  after,  repeated  his  re- 
quest to  be  baptized.  For  this 
long  time  past  there  appeared  a 
creat  change  in  him  $  his  naturally 
haughty  spirit  seemed  subdued  by 
God's  grace  :  he  confessed  himself 
a  sinner,  sought  pardon,  through 
the  merits  of  our  Saviour  ;  and  de- 
clared his  faith  in  and  love  to  him, 
in  terms  that  left  no  doubt  of  his 
sincerity;  and  his  baptism  was  there- 
fore appointed  for  Sunday  morning. 
As  soon  as  I  had  received  the  letter, 
I  set  out,  on  horseback,  and  crossed 
the  hills toMisfieldjthirty-two  miles. 
Oley  was  very  much  reduced  ;  but 
was  supported  by  two  brethren,  and 
led  to  a  chair,  covered  with  a  white 
cloth^  in  the  midst  of  the  chapel  : 
the  other  arrangements  as  before 
described.  A  great  many  of  our 
brethren  and  sisters  from  our  five 
congregations  in  Yor|cshire,  had  as- 
sembled,, and  many  friends  with 
them,  who  were  spectators  at  th^5 
s6lemn  transaction.  Mr.Benadawas 
^fm  desired  to  a^aooisUf  baptl$2t\; 


and  I  beeped  that  his  Tiarrte  ml^ht  be 
called  Jo$epky  which  he  iuiiueif 
much  approved  ot,  in  token  of  re* 
gard  to  Mr.  Hardcastle.  Six  bre« 
thren  were  witnesses.  I  beffeve  n^ 
one  present  will  forget  what  wat 
felt  and  enjoyed  on  this  occasion. 
The  frrvency  with  which  the  can- 
didate answered,  »*  Oycs,  I  certainl/ 
do  l"  to  the  question  in  our  litur- 
gy, *•  Don't  thou  desire  to  be  bap- 
tized, and  washed  from  thy  sins  m 
the  blood  of  Jesus  V*  &c,  was  very 
striking,  and  drew  tears  from  ^l 
eyca, 

Tlie  funeral  of  Christian  was  ap- 
pointed iot  the  afteruoon,  as,  from 
the  nature  of  his  complaint,  the 
body  seemed  fast  to  decay  ;  and  a 
very  numerous  auditory  crowded* 
the  chapel^  to  whom  I  was  desired 
to  speak ;  which  I  did  from  the 
words  contained  in  the  two  texts  a^p- 
pointed  for  the  day  on  which  he  de- 
parted :  —  **  Praise  the  Lord  all  yc 
nations,  **  6cc. ;  and  «'  heUiall  have 
dominion  troui  sea  to  sea,  and  from 
the  river  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  ;•• 
which  were  remarkably  suitable. 
The  crowd  in  the  burying. ground 
was  so  great,  that  the  procession 
could  hardly  move  to  the  grave  j 
but  all  was  order  and  sileiu:e.  Oley 
(now  Joseph)  frequently  desired  to 
be  led  into  the  room  >vhere  his  bro. 
ther  Christian  lay  a  corpse ;  an^- 
once  more,  before  the  coffin  was 
shut,  he  stood  aiid  contemplated 
him  in  silence,  and  often  declared 
that  he  himself  was  notafraid  todic, 
but  resigned  to  the  will  of  the  Lord. 
— A  more  pleasant  looking  corpse  I 
never  saw  \  a  smile  seemed  to  rest 
upon  his  countenance. 

Thus  departed  into  eternal  blist 
a  poor  Otaheitan,  who  was  brought 
to  this  country  by  what  the  world 
calls  accident,  led  to  the  knowledge 
of  his  Saviour  and  Redeemer  by 
your  instrumentality,  and  that  of  a 
few  friends,  who  providentially 
met  with  him,  and  provided  tbe 
means  of  his  instruction,  in  humble 
reliance  upon  the  Lord's  bl^s^ing  aii4 
support,  in  which  we  have  not  l^eca 
disappointed.- 1  expect  very  shortly 
to  hear  that  Joseph  has  Jfol lowed 
his  brother  into  the  realms  above. 
A  more  detailed  account  of  their 
r(9C€cd^gS  (Upon^y  US^    I   h«v« 
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^cafrn  up,  from  Br.  Okcly's  me- 
morandums;  and  you  shall  )vav»it 
IB  time.  They  stood  the  severity 
•f  the  weather  last  winter,  in  York- 
skire,  v«ry  well,  and  were  seized 
with  their  last  illness  durii^  sum« 
mer  ;  which'made  even  Yorkshire 
appear  like  Otaheite.  Thus  it  has 
pleased  the  Lord  to  remove  them, 
and,  in  some  respect,  to  disappoint 
their  kind  benefactors;  but  we 
!»¥«  more  cause  for  joy  than  grief ; 
aad  I  was  delighted  to  hear  the  ob* 
servations  made  by  our  brethren 
at  Misfield  about  it,  both  there 
andat  Fulnee.  Joseph  and  Chris- 
tian  w^re  great  favourites,  and  every 
Ibody  had  a  love  for  them.  Their 
departure  (though  I  am  inadvert- 
ently led  to  speak  of  Joseph  as 
though  he  were  already  gone,  which 
Is  perhaps  not  the  case)  caused  pain 
to  manyi  butall  declared,  that  to  see 
this  conclusion  of  their  abode  with 
lis,  afforded  a  joy  far  overbalancing 
pU  our  grief  ^  and  1  dare  say  you  will 


feel  the  satr^e.  Wthc  care,  attefifi^n^ 
love,  and  faithfulness,  'shewn  them 
by  the  brethren  at  Misfield,  1  can- 
not speak  ia  terms  sufficientbf 
strong. 

C.  T.  Latrobe* 
Fairfield^  near  Manchester ^ 
Sep,  17,  1803. 


On  the  3d  of  October  died  the 
Rev.  £.  D.  Jackson,  of  Warmiiu 
ster.  He  had  beea  indisposed  and 
unable  to  preach  for  some  weeka 
past ;  but  was  not,  in  the  appre« 
nension  of  the  physician  or  hit 
friends,  so  near  hts  end  as  the  event 
proved  hinx  to  be.  By  the  deatli 
of^his  able  and  exemplary  ministcTf 
the  Christian  world  at  large,  and 
his  own  church  in  particular,  have* 
sustained  an  affecting  loss.  It  is 
our  intention,  as  soon  as  possible,  to 
present  our  readers  with  a  Meraoir 
of  this  excellent^ man. 
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Tht  Divine  Glory  displayed  by 
tlie  Permission  of  Sin  :  a  Seriiwft 
f  reached  at  a  Monthly  Mt'eitH^-^f 
the  Society  for  the  Education  of  Toting 
Men  fur  the  If^qrh  of  the  Minijtr/ 
among  Protestant  Dissenters,  Ap^il 

.  7,  1803.;  to  which  are  added^i  Co- 
frouf  Notes  and  Rfference$,  By 
John  Pye  Smith.     8vo,  as. 

The  author  of  this  discourse  in* 
forms  us,  that  «<  The  subject  of  it 
was  not  selected  by  hi^  own  choice, 
btit  by  the  appointment  of  others."  ' 
He  feels  it  to  be  profound  ;  and  ma- 
jiifests  great  moderation,  care,  and 
attention  in  treating  it. 

Some  have  considered  all  such 
discussions  as  improper,  and  sa- 
vouring of  that  spirit  which  as- 
pires to  be  wise  above  what  is 
written.  We  grant,  that  in  inves-* 
tigating  subjects  so  much  beyond 
our  comprehension,  there  is  danger 
ot  erring  in  this  direction  ;  but  we 
cannot  allow  that  the  subject  itself 
is  uprcvealcd,  or.  nwfcly  spccuk- 


tive.  It  is  an  indisputable  fact, 
that  moral  evil  exists ;  and  i*e 
must  consider  it  eitJicr  as  occurring 
by  chance,  or  ^5  falling  under  the 
superintendence  of  God.  T\lr  fo^> 
nwrr  would  not  only  be  inconsistent 
with  iiifinitlp  wisdom  and  knowledge, 
but  would  leave  us  in  a  stale  of 
dreadful  uncertainty  as  to  the  issue  j 
for  that  which  was  introduced  by 
chance,  might,  perchance,  prore 
eventually  successful,  and  the  go* 
vernment  of  He;iven  itself  be  uRi- 
mitely  ovenhrowa.  As  to  the 
latter,  the  principal,  if  not  the  only 
objection  to  it,  arises  trora  the 
dangei-  of  undermining  the  accoont- 
ablencss  of  sipncrs,  of  transferring 
thoir  blame- worthiness  to  their 
Maker,  and  so  of  hardening  them 
in  their  sin,  The^Soctrine  of  phi- 
losophical necessity,,  as  held  by 
modern  infidels^  arid  some  who  call' 
themselves  Rational  Christians,  wc 
are  persuaded,  is  of  this  tendency. 
The  truth  of  God,  however,  is  not^  ' 
on  tlu&  account^  to  le  relio^uisM^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ttEVIEW  OF  ReIiGIOUS  PUBLICATIONS. 


4gs 


but  rather  requires,  if  possiblei,  to 
h^  stated  in  a  manner  that  shall  be 
clear  of  such  consequences,  as  it 
certainly  is  in  itself.  That  sin  cari 
in  no  instance  exist  without  God's 

I>erraission,  and  that  it  is  neverthe- 
ess  the  object  of  his  abhorrence, 
and  that  which  he  will  finally  pu- 
nish, are  facts  clearly  revealed,  and 
require  to  be  firmly  .  believed, 
whether  wjc  can  perceive  their  con- 
sistency to  our  satisfaction,  or  not. 

In  endeavouring  to  reconcile  these 
facts,  various  things  have  beeji  ad- 
vanced. Some  have  observed,  that 
tvhatever  concern  the  Creator  has 
in  the  being  of  moral  evil,  it  does 
not  in  the  least  destroy  the  account- 
ableness  of-  creatures  j  seeing  tliey 
act  as  freely  as  if  no  such  concern 
existed  :  and  truly,  every  man's 
conscience  bears  him'witness  that, 
for  whatever  iie  does  voluntarily, 
he  is  accountable.  Others  have 
bbserved,  that  though  God  witleth 
the  permission  of  evil,  yet  it  is  not 
as  evil,  but  for  wise  and  holy  ends; 
and  tho'  he  may  be  said  to  harden 
xhens'  hearts  (as  by  judgments  and 
mercies,  and  even  by  the  gospel 
itself,  which,  through  their  depra- 
vity,, make^  them  worse  instead  of 
better)  yet  the  fault  of  the  whole 
is  in  themselves  j  and  to  this  also  . 
every  man's  conscience  bears  wit- 
ness. 

Our  author  endeavours  to  vindi- 
cate the  divine  character  in  the 
permission,  not  only  of  the  parti, 
cular  sins  of  fallen  creatures,  but 
\Bf  sin  itself.  He  proposes,  First, 
To  enquire  into  the  True  Nature  of 
Sin  ;  Secondly^  in  what  Sense  it  is 
an  Object  of  the  Divine  Permission; 
and,  lastly,  To  shew  that  hereby 
Occasion  is  furnished  for  the  most 
illustrious  Displays  of  the  Divine 
Perfections. 

Under  the  first  of  these  enquiries, 
he  not  only  denies  that  sin  is  a  sub- 
^tantial  being,  or  ah  essential  pro- 
perty of  a  b^ing  ;  but  that  it  con- 
tains any  thing  positive.  ••  It  is,*' 
ihc  saysj  *•  a  privation  of  that  per- 
fectidn,  or  moral  goodness,  which 
kught  to  be  in  an  accountable 
treature." 

Under  the  secoxid,  availing  him- 
telf  of  the  above  distinctions,  he 
liiaintaiiu  tltat  God  is  th#  au^or  of 


overy  thing  that  has  a  real  and  po" 
sjtive  existence,,  which  every  thin^ 
that  he  hath  created  has  :  but  that  ^ 
he  is  not  the  author,  the  efficient 
cause,  or  the  origin  of  sin:  which 
is  not  one  of  his  works,  but,  ab- 
stractly Considered,  a  mere  priva- 
tion di  what  ought  to  be. 

tn  ascribing  its  pgrmission  to  God, 
he  disowns  the  ideas  of**  tolerance; 
connivance,  or  indulgence,"  con- 
fining it  to  that  of  7iot  hincUrhig  it  b^ 
a  i(rjerelgrt  dct  of  pre*ventir.g  pcnuer. 
More  particdlarly,  he  endeaVour^ 
to  prove,  ist.  That  the  sole  and 
proper  origin  of  sin  is  from  the  ne- 
ce;jsary  condition  and  circumstances 
of  created  and  finite  existence^ 
when  destitute  of  a  soverefgn  pre- 
vention :  id,  That  God's  not  in- 
terfering to  prevent  the  occurrence 
of  sin,  Was  an  exercise  not  of  sove- 
i-eignty,  but  of  pure  justice ;  that 
is,  that,  in  witnlu)lding  his  pre- 
senting power,  he  withheld  no*thing 
which  man  could  tlai'm  at  his 
hands; 

Aftei- attetnptirig  \o  make  gbo4 
these  positions,  and  to  answer  a  few 
objections,  the  author  proceeds  to 
his  third  head  of  discourse ;  aiid 
shews,  by  a  variety  of  evidence, 
how  the  glory  of  the  divine  perfcfc- 
tions  is  displayed  in  the  penni^sion 
of  sin,,  in  a  manner  wi.ich  it  could 
not  have  been  in  any  other  way. 

It  is  much  easier  to  object  oh 
such  a  subject  than  to  advance  any 
thing  that  shall  be  unobjectionable. 
The  author  himself  is  aware  of  this, 
and  endeavours  to  obviate  what  wc^ 
or  any  others  might  be  disposed  to 
allege.  (Note  I,  p.  73.)  We  shall 
only  offer  a  remark  ot  two  Oa  his 
distinctions. 

With  regard  to  there  bein^;  no- 
thing positive  in  the  nature  ot  sin, 
thou2;h  we  should  be  led  to  ques- 
tion how  this  could  accord,  in  the 
popular  -acceptation  of  the  word^ 
with  its  being  allowed  to  inchida 
**  enmity,  rebellion,  and  malignant 
opposition  against  the  ever-bljssed 
God  ;"  yet,  it  the  definition  of  the 
author  be  granted  hiiji,  we  see  i>o- 
thing  objectionable  in  it,  *«  Every 
thing  positive, »»  he  says,  **  is  cither 
that  which  constitutes  the  real  ex- 
istence of  any  being,  or  it  is  a  part 
of  the  completeness  .or  perfection 
I  ^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


4J>4 


Heview  ov  religious  publication*. 


of  being.  All  positive  existence 
must  therefore,  of  nrccssity,  be  an 
object  of  the  creating, and  sustain- 
ing power  of  God,  the  former  of 
all  tniiig.s^  and  by  whom  all  things 
consist."  (p.  6.)  —  Siin  is  certainly 
not  the  creature  of  God  j  but  the 
fault  of  the  creature. 
.  Wc  do  not  perceive  the  propriety 
jof  saying,  that**  God*s  not  inter- 
fering to  prevent  the  occurrence  of 
•in,  was  an  exercise,  not  of  so^i- 
re'tgntv^  but  of  pure  justice  J*  (p.  2  a.) 
This  language  conveys  to  us  the 
idea  that  justice  required  it,  or  that 
it  would  have  been  unjnst  for  God 
Jo  to  have  interfered :  but  this, 
surely,  is  not  true  ;  nor  doe*  it  ap- 
pear to  be  tliC  author's  meaning* 
He  seems  to  have  meant  no  more 
than  that  it  was  conshtent  tvithjus-' 
Uce  ;  or  that  no  injustice  was  done 
to  the  creature  by  it^  inasmuch  as 
nothing  was  withheld  to  which  he' 
had  any  **  claim."  But  the  same 
may  be  said  pf  God*s  not  electing, 
not  redecmmg,  or  not  calling  a  sin- 
nerj^  yet  it  does  not  follow  that 
these  are  exercises  of  pure  justice 
to  the  exclusion  of  sovereignty  : 
that  which  justice  requires,  is  not 
an  act  oi  sovereignty ;  but  that 
which  is  on(y  consistent  with  jus- 
tice may  be  so* 

Whether  the  author,  or  any  other 
writer,  has  fully  accounted  for  the 
introduction  of  moral  evil  ;  or 
whether  it  is  to  be.  accounted  for  in 
the  picvient  state,  or  not,  we  cor- 
dially agree  in  his  general  princi- 
plji,  viz.  That  God  is  holy  ;— that 
every  creature  is  derived  from  Iiim, 
and  dependant  on  him  ;  —  that  the 
ultimate  design.of  all  his  works'is 
the  manifestation  of  his  own  glory  j 
—  that  the  fault  of  sifi  will  be 
found  to  be  in  the  smner  ;* —  and 
that  the  hij;hest  wisdom  of  a  de* 
pendant  and  mutable  creature,  is  10 
tail  into  the  hands  of  God. 


Natural  Theology  ;  or,  E^vhUnces  of 
tht  Ex  i it t  nee  ami  Attributes  of  the 
Dr/h\  coilntcif  from  the  Appearances 
of  NMure,      By  William  Paley, ' 
K.  D. 

•*  Tlic  invisible  thing?;  of  God, 
>ven  his  eternal  power  and  God- 
head are  clearly  seen,  beinj;  under- 


stood  by  the  things  that  arc  made ;" 
so  that  even  tl>c  Heathen,  who'are 
destitute    o(  revelation,    arc    left 
without  excuse,  if  they  glorify  him 
not  as  God .    It  mu  st  there  fore  be  a 
commendable  work,evcntora  Chris- 
tian Philosopher,  to  point  otit  thos* 
vatious  marks  of  intelligence  in  the 
creation,    which    demonstrate   the 
Being  and   perfections   of  Deity  ; 
and  which  may  become  subservient 
to  the  pleasures  of  devout  medita- 
tion. This  has  been  done  by  several 
pious  writers  ;  particularly  by  Ray 
and  Dcrham:  but  there  was  still 
room  for  a  work,  io  which  mort 
modern  discoveries  might  be  ioscrr- 
ed  ;  and  which  might  be  more  di- 
rectly calculated  to  meet  the  ©bjcc- 
iions  of  sceptics.      This  task  hai 
been  accomplished  by  Dr.  Paley, 
with  ^eat  abiUty  knd  success:  his 
plan   is  comprehensive,  hiy   style 
perspicuous,  and  his  reasoning  con- 
clusive f  afid  it  is  no  small   rccom^ 
mendation  of  the  work,   that  it;s 
divested    of   those    technical   and 
learned  terms  which  so  much  puz- 
zle ordinary  readers^    The  author 
presents  to  i!s,  in  a  Taricty  of  in- 
stances, and  in  a  very  pleasing  and 
familiar  manner,  the  evident  proofs 
of  design,   contrivance,  and  fore- 
sight which  appear  in  the  creatures 
around  us,  and  in  our  own  bodies 
particularly ;    and    he  contxaually 
ieada  us  from  these  marks  of  design 
to  a  dcsigping  Author,   while  he 
successively  combats  the  injurious 
objections  of  ancient  and   modem 
Atheists,  against  this  fair  conclu- 
sion.    **  Upon  the    whole,"  saith 
the  writer,  "after  all  the  struggles 
of  a  reluctant  philosophy,  tlvc  ne- 
cessary resort  is  to  a  Deity.    The 
marks  of  design  are*  tpo  strong  X0 
be  got  over.     Design  must  have 
had  a  designer ;  that  designer  must 
^avc-'been  a  person  x  that  perssn  it 
God." 

In  the  close  of  the  worit,  the  au« 
thor  trc.ats  of  **  Th«  Goodness  of 
God ;  which  he  .argues  from  tfiQ 
considerations.  The  first  is,  That 
in  a  vast  plurality  of  instances,  iu 
which  contrivaiKc  is  perceived,  the 
design  of  the  contrivance  is  bene- 
ficial; and  the  second  is,  That  the 
Deity  has  superadded  piea&ure  t» 
animal  sensations^  beyond  triutis 
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tsieeessary  for  «'ny  othei^  purpose ; 
Mhis  is  instanced  in  the  act  of  eating, 
•a lid   might  also  be  equally  prbred 
^rom  the  other  senses ;  for  the  pur- 
-pose  of  hearing  might  be  answered 
-without  harmony  j  of  ^raell,  with- 
out fragrance ;  of  vision,   without 
beauty  :    but  in  all  these  cases,  a 
studious  benevolence  is  nuuiifest  on 
the    part   of   the    Creator.      The 
whole  work  cbncludes  with  some, 
observations  on  the  important  bene^ 
fits  and' comforts  arising  from  the 
habitual  consideration  of  the  being 
and  attributes.of  God  ;  and  of  the 
facilities  which  the  belief  of  the 
truths  of  natural  theology  affords,  for 
the  reception  and  confirmation  of 
our  faith  in  Revelation. 

This  good  use,  we  trust,  will  be 
made  of  this  excellent  work ;  yet 
we  are  not  without  our  fear/,  that 
some  readers  will  sit  down  satis. 
iied  with  natural  theology,  and 
dangerously  conclude,  that  no  other 
religion  is  necessary  to  their  eter- 
nal salvation.  Indeed,  the  author 
is  unwilling  to  allow  any  native 
-malignity  in  the  human  constitu- 
tion ;  and  says,  that  even  the  bad 
<|ualities  of  mankind  have  an  origin 
in  their  good  ones ;  tliat  the  present 
is  **  not  a  state  of  punishment  ;*'  that 
a  slave  who,  amidst' his  wrongs,  re. 
tains  his  benevolence,  is  amongst 
the  foremost  of  human  candidates 
for  the  rewards  of  virtue^  These 
sentiments  are  certainly  not  consist- 
ent with  that  revelation  which  the 
author  professes  to  believe;  nor 
with  the  creed  of  th'At  church  of 
which  he  is  a  minister. —We  should 
have  rejoiced  to  i5nd  this  able  writer 
taking  occasion  in  several  parts  of 
his  work,  and  especially  in  the  con- 
clusion of  ity  to  show  that  the 
Christian  scheme  of  redemption,  by 
the  Son  of  God,  is  abundantly  con- 
firmed by  those  doctrines  of  natural 
theology,  which  he  had  so  ;iidmira- 
bly  displayed. 


Gods  Wonders  in  the  Greut  Deep  ; 
recorded  in  several  wondei'ful  und 
amazing  Accounts  of  Sailors ^  vAo- 
'have  met  with  unexpected  Deliver-, 
Ances  from  Deaths  ivlien  in  the 
freatest  Danger.    Jp  vfhich  u  added, ' 
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tory ;  shewing  zvhat  he  QU^bt  to  think 
and  do.  I^th  Forms  of  Prayers  suited 
to  their  several  Circumstances  and 
various  Occasions^  A  Nezu  Edition, 
'    iimOf  price  is. 

This  little  piece  records  manf 
singular  and  extraordinary  escapes* 
from  shipwreck;  and  cannot  tVil  to 
lead  the  mind  up  to  him  whose  pro- 
vidence so  often  interposes  on  the 
behalf  of  his  afflicted  and  distressed 
creatures.  It  is  arf  excellentcom-- 
panion  for  those  who  are  em^^loyed 
on  the  mighty  waters. -^The.Direc- 
tory  contains  suitable  advice  to  Sea- 
men how  to  behave  in  imminent 
danger;  as  also  the  con^deration 
which  ought  to  occupy  their  minds 
after  remarkable  deliverances.  The 
Work  concludes  with  Forms  of 
prayer  for  Seamen  when  they  begi^ 
their  Voyage,  when  in  Danger  by  a 
Storm,  and  when  taken  Pnsoners ; 
and  also  Forms  of  Thanksgiving 
after  a'  safe  Voyage,  Deliverance 
from  Storms  and  from  Captivity^ 
—  Wo  cJieerfully  recommend  it  to 
all  engaged  in  maritime  concerns^ 


Letters  to  Mr.  Fuller  on  t/te  Univ^^ 
sal  Restoration  Y  with  a  Statement 
of  Facts  attending  that  Controversy  { 
and  some 'Strictures  on  Scrutator* s 
Review,     By  Wm.  Vidler.     8«i/o, 

In  the  Preface,  to  tliese  Letters, 
Mr.  Vidler  I'as  thought  proper  to 
call  in  question  the  propriety  of  oiur 
conduct  as  Editors  of  the  Evange- 
lical M-agazine.  We  do  not  mean 
to  controvert  this  point  with  him; 
nor  shall  we  disturb  his  self-com- 
placency on  the  manner  in  which  hf 
conducts  his  own. 

With  respect  to  the  Letters  them#  • 
selves,  we  refer  our  readers  to  a  re* 
view  of  them,  already  before  th€ 
public,  under  tlie  signature  of  Scru^ 
tMor\  and  which  v.t  have  noticed 
in  a  former  Number.  The  al^tlitr 
ot  Mr.  Vidler,  on  the  high  giouna 
of  classical  literature  and  critical 
sagacity,  which  he  has  assumed, 
are  there  fully,  afid,  we  think, 
justly  appreciated.  Nor  do  we 
cooceive  that  Mr.  Vidlef^  tnend4 
S3a   > 


Digitized  by  VsiOOQIC 


KETIBW  OF  SELteiOV$  PO«L|CATION»< 


«9(J 

will  feci  themselves  gratified  by  the 
Preface  which  introduces,  and  the 
Notes  which  accoifipany,  these  Let- 
ters. He  evidently  writes  like  a 
man  who  is  lowered  in  his  own 
esteem,  thoii^h  he  labours  tiSLrd 
to  conceal  it,  by  casting  a  number 
of  strong,  and/  perhaps*  not  very 
justifiable  reflections  on  Mr.FuUer 
and  Scrutator.  Mr.Vidlef  informs 
US,  that  Scrutator  himself  is  not  ac 
curate  in  his  Greek  quotations  -,  wi: 
WCT^9  howevjcr,  not  a  little  swr- 
prizedy  on  turning  tp  Scrutator^s 
ferrata,  to-  find  the  instances'  Mr. 
Vidler  adduces  of  inaccuracy,  cor- 
rected by  Scrutator  himself.  This 
is,  perhaps,  the  first  time  that  aii 
autnor's  own  corrections  of  typo- 
graphical errors  were  adduced  as 
proofs  of  his  ignorance. 

Tho^e  who  wi.^h  to  sec  thp  con^ 
f  cover^y  fully  handled,  ^rc  referred 
to  "  Mr.  Fuller's  Letters,"  and  to 
•*  Scrutator's  Review.*'  Mr.Vid. 
,  Jer  ijitim;?tes,  that  Scrutator  is  a 
clergyman  in  the  Established 
Church  :  we  have  also  lieard  the 
work  ascribed  tothe  Rev,C.  Jerram, 
author  o[  a  late  popular  discourse, 
«'  To  your  Tents,  O  Britons  t  !" 
but  are  not  authorized  to  frpealc 
with  certainty.     , 


LITERARY  NOTICES. 

Tb  E  S'eamens'  Preacher :  a  S«« 
ries  of  Discourses  on  the  Proj.ho| 
Jonah.  By  the  late  Rev.  J.Rythcr, 
recommended  to  th6  Use  of  Sca^ 
men,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  NeNvton, 
and  several  other  Ministers.  Thesi 
will  be  published  in  a  few  Days,  in 
One  Small  Volume,  'uniform  with 
the'Village  Sermons. 

Also  in  a  few  Days  will  be  pub- 
lished, Fugitive  Pieces  i  chiefly  in* 
tended  for  Schools  and  Young  Per- 
sons. By  W.  B.  Collyer,  ot  Peck- 
ham. 

ifew  Editions  of  the  following  esteenut^ 
}Vorki  are  in  the  "Presi^  and  will  soon 
be  published : 

The  Harmony  of  the  Gospels. 
By  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  James  Mac- 
knight,  Edinburgh.  Two  Vols, 
igvo. 

The  Four  Gospels,  translated 
from  the  Greek,  with  Preliminary 
Dissertations  and  Notes,  Critic^ 
and  Explanatory;  together  with 
the,  Author's  Corrections  and 
Amendments  made  on  a  Copy  of 
the  Work  previous  to  his  Death, 
By  George  Campbell,  D.D.  Thre^ 
Vols.  8vo, 


f  Sec  our  last' Review,  p.  44:9. 

SELECT  I.IST  op  NEW  PUBLICATI6NS. 

Britain    Admonished.      By  J. 


Life  of  Col.  James  Gardin/cr.  By 
TO.  Doddridge.  A  New  Small 
Pocket  Kditlon,  neat,  is.  6d.  bds. 

TheRcv.Mathew  Henry's  Bif>le. 
Printed  on  Fine  Paper,  with  a  New 
Typt,  Royal  4to,  Voh  I.. 19s.  bds. 

Memoirs  tf  the  Life  and  Writ- 
ings of  the  late  W.  Cow  per,  Esq.; 
including  his  Christian  Experience, 
and  a  Review  of  his  Wprks.  Fools- 
'  cap  Svo,  4.s«  j  lamo,  3s. 
"*  Memoirs  of  Mrs.  Grace  Bennett, 
relict  of  the  Rev.  J.  Bennett,  of 
Cbinley ;  w  ith  some  Accoupt  of 
liis  Ministry  and  Death;  also  some 
Extracts  from  Mrs.  Bennett's  piarv. 
By  their  Son,  W.  Bennett,     ts.  6d. 

Hint  to  England,  or  a  Prophetic 
Mrror. '  By  L.  Mayer,     is. 

The  Believer's  Justification.  Ex. 
tnctcd  from  the  Sermons  of  Oba- 
jiiah  Grew,  D.  D.  late  Minister  of 
Ihe  Gospel,  Coventry,    i jmo,  44, 


The  Reign  of  Grace,  from  its 
Rise  to  its  Cdnsumroation.  By  the 
Rev.  A.  Booth.  Seventh  Edition, 
0n  Fine  Paper,  izmo*  3s.  boards.  ' 

Spring  Day,  or  Contemplations 
on  several  Occurrences  which  na* 
turally  strike  the  Eye  in  that  dc 
lightful  season.  By  James  Fisher 
(a  Blind  Man)  Bookseller  in  An- 
nan.    Svo,  6s,  boards. 

Sermons,  by  J.  B.  Massillon, 
Bishop  of  Clermont.  Translated 
by  W.  Dickjon.  ThirA  Edilipn, 
TJwec  Vols,  nmo,  las.  boards.  * 

A  Treatise'  on  \ht  Faith  and  In* 
fluence  of  the  Gospel.  *  By  the  late 
Rev.  Archibald  liall,  of  Wei! 
Street,  3s.  fi'd.  lamo,  boards.    ' 

Dr.  Doddridge's  fividcucci  of 
Christianity  briefly  stated.  Pocket 
Sditioiii  witb  Portraif,  if.  3d.  bdsi 
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MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 
ILETTERsliavcjast  been  received  from  Otaheite,  dated  October  i,  itos. 

The   Missionaries  were  in  general  in  good   health  and  safety.     The 

Letters  refer,  for  regular  information,  to  the  journals,  which  have  not 
'    yet  come  to  Hand.     Extracts  from  the  Letters,  and  we  hope  from  tho 

Journal5>  ni^y  be  expected  in  our  next  Number, 
ahc  Letters  subjoined,  from  the  Continent,  will  highly  gratify  those  wl^^ 

feci. interested  in  tlie  cause  of  Christ  and  the  Gospel. 


NEW  SOUTfl  WALES. 
Lttttrfrom  Governor  King  to 

the  Rev.  Dr,  Haweis. 
Rev.  Sir,  Sydney,  May,  18O3. 

Your  kind  letters,  of  Aug.  9 
and  20,  x802,  as  well  as  Mr. Eyre's, 
jof  Aug.  7,  I  received  by  the  Glat- 
ton.     Any  acknowledgments  from 
the  Society  are'quite  unnecessary, 
as  whit  good  offices  I   have  been 
able  to  render  the  Missionaries  at 
Otaheite,  I  consider  as  a  duty  im- 
posed on  mej  and,  perhaps,   the 
obligation  has  been  reciprocal ;  by 
the  use  they  have  been  to  the  Por- 
poise and   other  ships  that   went 
thete.    With  this   I  send  the  last 
packet  received  from  thence  by  the 
feturn  of  the  Porpoise  :  she  was  not 
so  successful  on  this  as  on  her  for- 
jncf  voyage ;    and,  what  is  worse, 
my  fipe  little  colonial  vessel  was 
itranded  there.     The  Venus  sailed 
in  February  last,  »nd  means  to  visit 
Otaheite.      I  wrote  to  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son,  and  intbrmed    hun  of    what 
"English  news  we  possessed  at  that 

time.  *        .     1     . 

'  Mr.  Marsden  has  received  the 
packages  consigned  to  him  by  the 
fcatb  i  and,  I  think,  will  haye  an 
opportanity,  of  sending  them  by 
Gapt.  Banker,  of  the  Albion,  who, 
we  are  told,  means  to  go  thither 
for  provisions.  As  the  Porpoise 
\vill  necefisarily  be 'sent  to  England, 
It  is  in  sd  bad  a  state,  I  cannot 
foresee  any  opportunitjr  1  shall  have 
t)f  a  direct  communication  with 
Otaheite  tor  some  timp  to  come; 
Vot  should  any  such  oflfcr,  jyjuch  I 


do  not  know  at  present,  I  shall  not 
be  ujimindful  of  those,  to  whom 
every  aid  is  consoling  in  their  se» 
eluded  state :  not  that  I  conceive 
the  constant  intercourse  of  Euro- 
peans any  way  facilitates  their  la^ 
hours. 

However,  ot  all  this^T  must  be 
sure  yourself  and  the  Society  will 
be  able  to  be  better  judges  by  the 
Missionaries  own  accounts. 

Should  it  be  in  my  power  to  be 
of  service  to  them,  and  to*  second- 
your  pious  intentions,  I  shall  em* 
brace  evejry  opportunity  to  shew  my 
readiness  in  what  I  consider  a  duty^  • 
as  well  as  take  a  sincere  interest. 
With  every  wish  for  yoiir  health, 
I  remain,  dear  Sir, 
your  jmost  obedient  Servant 
and  faithful  well  wisher, 
Philip  Gidley  Kino* 
P,  t.  Mr.Harris,  formerly  a  Mis- 
sionary at  Otaheite,  and  lately  at 
Norfolk  Island,  ii  now   most  use,' 
fully  employed    in    conducting  a 
school  on  the  banks  of  the  Hawkes- 
bury,  where  he  also  performs  di- 
vine service;   and,  1  believe,  is  ai 
happy  as  he  makes  himself  usefuL 


Extract,  translated  from  tht 
Feriodkal  Accounts  of  th$ 
Rotterdam  Missionary  So^ 
dety,  respecting  the  missiojf 
in  Africa. 

Brother  Kichbrbr  having 
removed  to  the  Zak  River,  the 
t)ff  tbfca  Knuoer  and  Andcrtoo  lef| 
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Rict  Fountain,  and  pitched  on  the 
banks  of  the  Great  or  Grange 
River:  to  which  they  gave  the 
preference,  on*accounT"of  the  food 
for  the  cattle  being  there  in  abunJ- 

'  ance  ;  and  also,  becaikse  the  i^igh- 
bouring  tribes  had  requested  tliem 
toconie  farther  northwards..  The 
spot  where  they  reside  at  present, 
IS  called  Cona  a  Hirp  /'  Hypfy  of  the 
Sand  Koraal*;  and  lies  thirty-thfce 
^ays  journey  from  the  chief  settle- 
ment. Thus  it  is  fourteen  days 
journey  ^arther  oft'  than  .brother 
-Kichcrer's  residence. 

The  people  ajnong  whom  our 
brethren  labour,  are  Bastards,  Na- 
uiaqua  HotteiUuis,  and  Corranas ; 
of  whom*  about  150  iindcrstand  the 
Dutch  language  :  but  with  the  last, 
nieniioncd  of  the^e  tribe5,  they  are 
pbligej  tcT treat  by  the  help  of  in- 
terpreters. The  brethren  employ 
three  interpreters ;  of  whom  one 
distinguishscs  himself  by  hisappli- 
.  cation  ;  another  by  his*  good  dispo- 
sition ;  and  all  of  them  arc  pcopje 
tp  br  dep£nded*upon. 

They  were  afterwards  joined  by 
Cornelius  Copr  and  his  kraal;  so 
that  their  number  is  now  increased 
to-  about  Xqo  or  900,  AU  these 
people  subsist  phiefly  by  their 
*  cattle,  the  produce  of  the  chace, 
and  wild  roots  of  the  ground.  The 
brethren  have  tried  to  ?ow  some 
corn ;  but  their  first  attempt  has 
not  been  successful ;  however,  they 
hope  for  better  success  next  year. 
Public  wor>hip  is  regularly  kept  on 
the  Lord's  Day,  and  likewise  every 
morning  and  evening,  as  on  the  Zak 
Hivtr  •  :  the  necessary  instruction 
is  also  given  at  the  school, — one  or 
the  other  word  being  accurately  cx- 

^  plained,  and  listened  to  with  much 
devotion.  A  great  proportion  of 
those  who  attend  divine  worship 
appear  in  decent  dress :  but  here 
also  time  has  betfn  too  'short,  the 
numbers  of  Heathen  too  great, 
and  the  labourers  too  few,  to  ad- 
vance civiliration  in  a  considerable 
degree  ;  yet  many  there  arc  al- 
ready amongst  them,  that  have 
made  a  good  progress  in  reading  and 
writing;  '.o  hiuch  so,  that  some  of 
|hcm  «rc  capable    oH    instructing 
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others  ;  and  most  of  them  take  2  de- 
light n\  the  knowledge  of  God  and 
his  service;  nay,  there  are  those 
who  give  reason  to  think  that  a 
work  ot  the  Holy  Spirit  appears  in 
their  hearts.  Unwearied  are  the 
exertions  of  our'  brethren  ther^; 
and  they  too  call  for  help,  seeing 
the  har\'est  is  great,  and  their  vari- 
ous labours  seem  to  exceed  their 
strength. 

To  the   Briquas  or   Pit.sboan«, 
seven  days  journey  from  t!>c  Mis** 
sionary  post  on  the  Great  Orange 
River,   a  Missionary,  whose  name 
is  John  Matthias  Kock,  has  been 
sent  by  the  Cape  Society;    and  he 
has  now  resided  for  the  space  of  a 
whole    year    among   tho^e   people 
near  Krooman's  River.     The  nar- 
rative sent  by  him  to  the  Cape  So- 
ciety amounts  to  the  following  par- 
ticulars: —  Tlve     people     amoi^ 
whc/m  he  lives,  he  found  more  civi- 
lized than  any  other  known  tribe  in 
those  p^ifts  of  Africa  :    they  culti- 
vate their  good  land,  and  raise  some 
corn  :  —  they  live  in  houses  built 
in    straight     roiys,    joining    very 
closely,  >nd   formii>g   a   large  yiU    • 
lage.     Theic  language  is  not  diffi- 
cult to  learn  ;   and  he  has  already 
made  a  ponsidcrable  progress  in  it.    - 
The  Chief  of  a  part  of  tl>at  tribe, 
who  reigns  over  several  thousajKis 
of  them,  and  whose  name  is  Maw- 
Ichawang,   appears,  to  favotir  him 
greatly.     He  came  to  see  him  ;  and 
being  entertained  by  an  Exposition 
of  the  Christian  Doctrine,   such  as  • 
he  could  well  understand,  he  cx-^ 
pressed  himself  willing  to  receive 
instruction  ;  and  appointed  a  place 
where  he  wpuld  settle  after  his  re 
turn.  Mr.  Kock  asserts,  that  there 
are  many  among  that  jpation  \*ho 
express  great  readine*»s  to  hear  lv> 
instructions ;  and  he  n^entions  par- 
ticularly tiirec  of  them,   who  aided 
him  in  every  possible  way,  and  did 
even  defend  him  when   in  danger. 
This  nation  seems  to  be  a  fraginent 
of  the  great   kingdom  of  ^?Iobo- 
rooty,  where   Sobbogory  reigns  a^ 
a  king.     He  live^  six  days  fartlier 
up  the  country  ;  and ^brpt her- Kock 
has  spoken  wiih  him  ;    when  it  ap-  , 
pcared  that  lie  ncvex  lud  hvard  an^, 


•  See  lh<^  last  Account, 
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tbiftg  concerning  Chfistiiins.  He 
invited  the  Missionary  to  come  to 
liini  ;  and  Mavvl-ehavvung  gave  him 
a  very  good  chawcter. 

This  account  being  Confirmed  J)y 
brother  Kicherer,  who  himself  was 
met  by  a  Prince  of  that  natiion, 
making  a  request  for  a  Missionary 
being  sent  to  them,  the  Society 
thought  it  incumbent  upon  them 
to  follow  up  this  liint  of  Provi- 
dePTe ';  and  at  their  last  extraor- 
'  din..ry  meeting,  held  in  the  pre- 
sence of  our  Lord,  whose  gracious 
influence  wa**  dutifully  implored, 
th'*y  came  to  a  resolution  of  send- 
iHg  the  brethren  Lambert,  j«nsy, 
and  W.  Korter,  to  tho^e  .Heathen, 
ifvlth  a  view  to  trv  whether  it  is  our 
Lord's  pleasure  to  open,  a  door  in 
thobe  parts,  and  to  bMss  their  mi- 
htstry.  To  this  end  they  were  set 
apart  on  Monday,  the  5th  of  Sept. 
by  the  Society,  in  proper  form^  by 
our  worthy  brother  Dr.  Verstcr,  at 
-the  last  monthly  prayer-meeting. 

These  brethren  have  received 
%vhat  insiructio4i  was  thought  need- 
ful, in  point  of  rehgion,  as  well  a« 
in  such  other  particulars,  as  seem  to 
be  useful  for  a  Missionary  to  know; 
brother  Jansy  having  picviously  en- 
•  joyed  the  instruction  of  D  J.  E. 
Mebius.  Both  of  ihem  conducted 
'  themselves  with  great  propriety 
during  their  stay  in  our  seminary  ; 
and  applied  themselves  closely  to 
their  studies.  The  inxportance  of 
their  work,  theirrcsponaibility,  and 
the  dangers  that  will  surround 
.them,  have  been  set  before  them, 
and  claim  our  fervent  prayers,  and 
the  niost  decided  interest  for  these 
brethren. 

Let  us  ever  be  mindful  of  them 
fvhcn  we  approach  the  mercy-iCiH, 
commending  them  to  the  gracious 
.  protection  of  their  and  our  Lord  ; 
iuid  craving  his  blessing  upon  their 
labours,  that  the  kingdom  of  the 
.  Devil  may  be  weakened,  and  souls 
won  fur  Christ  and  his  kingdom  1 

\    *      ,  P.  S"*    Mr.  Kichercr,    who  has 
been  for  some  weeks  in  Holland,  is 
'  '  expected, in  .London  very   shortly  ; 
.  when  soi^ie .  very  .interesting   infor- 
mation will  probably  be  communi- 
.  ^ated  to  the  public. 

No  infgxmdUon  has  j^t  ^rivcd 


from  Dr.  Vandcrkemp,  which  is 
imputed  to  the  dirticuUy  of  C9m« 
mnnicaiion  between  t4ie  countriei^ 
occasioned  by  the  war. 


Extract  of  a  Ldlcr  from  the 
Missionaries  at  Rottefdam, 
to  the  Directors  of  the  Lon^^  - 
don  Misjuouari/  Society. 

Aug.  »3,  1803. 

Dearr  Bretliren  in  the  Lord, 

Wfi  make  use  of  the  opportunity  ' 
cf  our  brethren  Ulbricht  and  Palm 
returning  to  you,  in  order  to  dis- 
patch the;>e  linesl  We  :'*e  very 
happy  that  our  great  I-ord  has 
made  a  way  for  three  ot  us  to  set 
nbout  our  work,  after  a  long  delay. 
How  grt!at  will  our  joy  be,  if  at 
any  time  we  hear  that  Heathen 
souls  are  brought  to  our  liessed 
Saviour  by  their  preaching!  Oh, 
that  his  ever  adorable  name  might 
be  proclaimed  all  over  the  world  i 
**  Abk  of  me,"  the  Father  say:*, 
**  and  I  will  give  thee  the  Heathen 
for  an  inheritance." — May  this 
promise  be  speedily  accomplisFicd, 
and  both  old  and  young,  great  and 
.small,  bowing downat  tlic  Saviour's 
pierced  feet,  surrender  to  him  for 
eternity ' 

We,  dear  brethren,  ajid  all  otir 
friends  at  this  place,  have  lately 
been  most  agreeably  surprired  by 
Brother  Kicherer  coming  hither, 
with  three  African  conv>erts,  who 
were  unwearied  in  telling  the  great 
things  the  Lord  had  wrought  for 
them,  and  his  mercy  they  had  ex- 
perienced in  their  own  hearts.  They 
tool^;  a  delight  in  talking  of  the  free 
grace  of  God  in  Chri>t  Jesus  j  and 
with  Jbtill  Hiperior  pleasure  they 
Heard  the  same  topic  treated  of  from 
the  pulpit,  or  in  private  conversa- 
tion. These  brethsen  have  becw 
a  peculiar  blessing  to  us,  and  to 
many  children  .of  God  here;  and 
we,  espcc'.'.lly,  have  been  thereby 
greatly  encouraged  to  venture  all 
.upon  the  Lord  m  our  future  call- 
ing; and  neither  raging  fear,  nor 
furious  beasts  shall  ttrrity  us,  seeing 
he  will  be  with  us,  into  whose 
hands  all  things  are  given  by 
the    Father,    aaa  who  com^aiKU 
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flic  winds  and  the  sea.  We  con- 
fess, however,  tkne  passes  heavily 
iifith  us,  till  we  are  brought  nearer 
ft)  tnir  hope.  The  Lord^s  will  Jbe 
4oner 

Jc^fi  G^iihi^  Matiher, 
lfAanf-A\  7*  ^^^''  M^i^'<^i  Ehrhard. 
*^    ^  Chrhrian  Albrecht^  sefi. 

AbrahAm  Mbrechi. 

iBatTRa  of  a  Letter  from  the 
Missionary/  Ulbrickt/ 
Rotterdam^  Sept,  rr.  i8<y^. 

Dear  Brerfii^n  in  ouf  Lord  Jcsu* 
Christ, 

I  HAVE  accepted  of  yowf  call  tc^ 
Ceylorf;  ahd  am  willing  to  serve 
♦he  Lord  wherever  it  is ;  bitt  the 
I.ord  seems  to  havi  different  views 
with  regard  to  my  future  appojnt- 
Inent.  Some  wedts  ago  \  was  at- 
tacked  hjr  a  strong  rheumatic  fever; 
dinring  which  I  suffefed  much » 
but,  pfaise  the  Lord,  was  recovered 
from  it  when  yoiir  invitation  to  go 
to  Ceylon  reached  me.  Though 
weak,  I  resolved  to  contply  with 
St,  as* a  calling  Connfing  from  the 
Lord  J  but  having  undergone  a 
great  deal  of  fatigue,  by  th^"  pre. 
parations  necessary  for  my  journey^ 
1^  had  a  relapse,  from  which  1  in- 
^ed  soon  recovered  ;  but  an  addi. 
tionai  indisposition  of  my  body 
making  k^  appearance,  I  was  told 
by  the  doctoi*,  tha^  to  take  a  jour- 
toey  under  such  cjcunistancesi  was 
Utterly  unadviseable.  Accordingly 
Brother  Ehrhard  was  chosen  in  my 
place.  Since  I  have  recovered,  by 
the  goodness  of  the  Lord,  and  of 
course  the  wish  returns  to  my 
breast,  to  know  what  my  dear 
brethren  intend  to  do  with  me.  I 
am  ready  to  go  whithersoever  sent ; 
ijor  would  1'  wish  to  have  my  own 
choice,  leaving  all  to  the  Lord  an^ 
my  dear  brethren.  '  Ceylon,  or  any 
other  part  of  the  globe^  Is  equally 
welcome  to  me.  All  I  wish  is, 
to  have  some  kind  of  certainty  as 
to  my  future  dcstinatibn.  Plwsfe  to 
indu^  me  soon  with  an  answer,    - 

Our  Lord,  dear  brethren,   Itath 

-  done  great  things  for  me.      Under 

my  present  circumstances,  he  grants 

wc  resignation :  he  also  hath  raised 

«nc  up  from  a  most  ajarming  sick 
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bed ;  tecause,  as  t  fain  wot^Td  ffvr 
fer,  hfc  means  to  make  use  of  ,ra^ 
for  some  interesting  purpose.  I  am 
readjr  to  follow  hi  no,  step  by  step,- 
serving  him  in  every  way  he  shall 
fee  plcfased  to  dispose  Tof  me. 
I  am,  &e. 

(signed)  J.  G.  Ulbricht. 

Hxtract  of  a  Letter  from  the 
Basil  Society,  to  the  Direc-^ 
turs  of  the  London  Missiotk* 
ary  Society. 

Basil,  April lo,  iloi, 

R^spfected  and  beloved  Brethrca 
,  in  Christ, 

We  have  duly  received  youpva^ 
Vuable  letter  of  the  23d  of  Feb. 
through  oinr  brother  Steinkopfft^ 
and  gratefully  acknowledge  the 
brotherly  share  you  take  in  our  cir-^ 
cumstances,  and  the  aft'ecttonate, 
oncourageineot  yoi»  give  us  out  of 
the  word  of  God.  Thas  far  thq 
Lord  has  lielped  us^  sibd  scattered 
many  a^hreatening  cloud,  wiihour 
sutferrng  it  to  bre»k  over  our  head* 
To  him  we,  therefore,  commit  our* 
selves  for  the  future. 


**  F6r  he,  ifce  clone! s  Krcct&r, 
Whom  winds  an«*  sr»  obiey^ 
Wilt  be  otor  kind  Protector,  . 
And  Irill  prepare  owr  way." 

ftgaT*ciTsgreatpleasitreto  learrf 
that  the  B?ble,  tlie  New  Testament^ 
and  feveral  Catechisms  have  been 
printed  in  French  and  Italian ;  and 
that  at  least  one  picnis  mihister  was 
gone  to  Paris. 

The  other  inteHigerico  you  fa^ 
voured  us  with  was  likewise  very 
agreeable,  especially  the  account  ef 
that  worthy  man  Mr,  Carey,  He 
tind  his  fellow-labourers  have  been 
tried  for  a  good  whUe,  but  now  the 
Lord  begins  to  reward  their  perse- 
verance, by  directing  them  to  many 
souls  who  long  after  sanation,  and 
by  giving  them  a  still  more  favour- 
able  prospect  for  the  future.  Like- 
wise' the  Missipn  to  Astracan,  un- 
dertaken by  the  E'dinburgh  Society, 
a()pears  ot  importance.  We  a^ 
iavoured  in  our  day  to  sec  many 
preparations  and  institutions  made 
for  th6  enlargement  of  the  kingdom 
ofOod*    Even  noW|  the  Loi:d  if 
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*lodkin^down   from  Heaven  upon 

*thc  children  of  men,  to  gather  his 

people  from  among  ChrLstiiiniryJewSy 

MahomedanSy  and  heatheu,  and  to 

judge  his  enemies^  who  will  not  be 

converted.     But  still  the  harvest  is 

«;reat9  and  as  yet  the  labourers  are 

compamtively  few.     At  the  same 

tiote,   the  number  of  those  is  in- 

4:reasiDg    who    unite   in    praying, 

**'  Arise,  O  Lord !  and  have  mercy 

itipon  Zion  J'*.  and  be  who  puts  this 

prayer  into  their  hearts   will  not 

leave  it  unanswered,  although  the 

answer  may  be  deferred. 

The  number  of  those  who  here 
constitute  the  two  principal  classes 
*of  real  Christians, — namely,  the 
Basil    Society,    and   that    of    the 
United    Brethren,  is  considerably 
increasing.    Oil,  that  they  might 
likewise  monease  in  the  same  pro- 
portion in  tl>e  grace  and  knowledge 
•of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ !     Among 
-the  lest,  ten  hopeful  young  mtn 
have  lately  joined  us,  whom  ^he 
Kev. Mr.  Huber had instructedand 
rconfirmed  in  the  Holy  Commumon. 
Jn  other  parts  of    Switzerland, 
*those  who  have  spiritual  life,  are 
more  thinly  scattercil.    By  occasion 
.^f  the  new   regulations,  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  Camon  Schwhz  gave 
a  noble  proof  of  tlveir  Christian  prin. 
•ciples.    After  the  organization  of 
^Irtir  council,  they  went  with  their 
worthy  Landammanu  Hewing  in  pro^ 
cession  to  the  church,  to  return 
thanks  to  God,    making,   at  the 
jsame  time,  a  public  and  solemn 
declaration,  tliat    true    liberty    is 
only  to  be  obtained  through  Jesus, 
<theSonof  God. 

Concerning  tht  state  of  rdigion 
jn.Germany,  we  hove  nothing  par- 
yitcol^r  to  Observe.  The  Spirit  of 
the  Age,  that  is,  of  enlightening  to 
greater  idafkness,— the  Spirit  of  Un- 
belief aiid^Apostacy  is  still  on  the 
increase,  apd.most  likely  will  rise 
still  higher: i 

For  our  part,  wc. find  consolation 
in  tliis  reflection,  — Let  what  will 
iiappen,  whatever  plans  may  be  in- 
dented by  the  subtihy  of  ^^eason^ 
Still  it  remains  true : 

**  Him  all  tbiogs  serve  in  pfttQCe> 
According  lo  his  ^iU ; 
And  he,  &s  ihe  Crraior, 
H\%  cooncil  vriUfulU.'^ 


Thus,  in  union  with  you  and  all 
true  believers,  we  will  chcerfiilly 
.follow  the  leadings  cf  our  Divine 
Master:  you  upon  a  large  scale, 
and  we  upon  a  smaller.  May  he 
himself  render  us  more  and  more 
faithful ! 
We  salute  you  most  cordially. 

Signed 
^  ^by  order  of  the  Comiaittee) 
John  Schaoffbi^i*. 

Ehrhardt  Frcdtrk  Weirtland, 
Counsellor  of  Jtisticc,  wisheM 
iight  and  sircagthframtthove 
to  the  bommred  Directors  ^ 
ihe  Missionary  Society. 

^*  When  Moses  held  up  his1uu4» 
Israel  prevailed;  and  when  be 
laid  down  his  hand,  Amalck  fife. 
vailed."  —  Exod.  xvii.  it. 

Tki«  passage  recurs  ftwqtiently 
to  ray  mind  when  thinking  on  the 
present  ntuation  cf  your  country* 
Methinks  such  relations  are  wrSttea 
for  our  instructioo.  likewise  my 
own  long  experience  has  convinced 
me,  that  there  is  greater  power  ahd 
«ffic^acv  in  faith  and  jFt^yer  tliaii 
many  in  the  present  day  are  wiilln|r 
to  admit.  Nothing  glorific*  #ie 
name  of  God  mote  thto  the)ir«yer 
4ik  faith  offered  to  his  elect. 

J»>i8,iSo3. 


In  preceding  Magaxioes,  some  ea» 
■^iiiiiesand  suggestions  have  been 
presented  to  the  public,;  respect- 
ing the  number  of  Bibles  in  the 
possession  of  the  lower  classes  ai 
society,  and  the  best  means  of  in- 
vcreasing  the  circulation.  The  be- 
nevolent zeal  of  the  enquirers  haa 
not  been  confined  to  this  country , 
—  it  lias  communicated  with 
pious  ministers  on  many  parts  of 
the  Cominent ;  and  answers,  fiiU 
of  varied  and  important  informau 
tioh,  have  in  cons^ueiKe  already 
been  received  from  the  Rev.  J. 
R.Burckhard,  Rev.  i .R.  Hnber, 
Kev.W.  Falkeison,  and  the  Rcv» 
J.  Raillardt,  of  Basil ;  and  the 
Rev.  J.  F.  Oberlin  ai^d  Rpv.J. 
Bhrman,  pastors  in  Alsatia.  The 
assertion  of  all  these  conunumcau 
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tions  would  be  too  multifarious ; 
but  as  a  specimen  of  the  facts 
they  disclose,  and  the  disinterest- 
edness, piety,  and  zeal  which 
they  display,  the  following  an- 
swer is  given  for  the  gratification 
of  the  readers  of  our  Maga- 
zine :  — 

Answer  of  the  Rev.  J.  R  Obsrtirt, 

**  My  parish  borders  upon  French 
Lottingen,  where  all  are  Roman 
Ca:ho|ics,  many  of  whom  have  pro- 
cured Bibles  from  us ;  but  these 
are  but  few,  compared  with  the 
number  of  those  who  are  still  wiih- 
i>ut  Bibles,  but  desire  to  have  them. 
I  have  also  distributed  many  co* 
pies  of  the  New  Testament,  even 
to  Roman  Catholic  Prievts;  some 
of  whoip,  through  ignorance,  have 
burnt  them  :  this  has  been  told  to 
me  -by  many  of  their  own  people 
with  great  concern.  I  account  it 
a  pleasing  circumst^ce,  that  many 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Peasants 
inanifest  mpre  confidence  in  me 
than  in  their  own  priests, 

•*  One  hindrance  tp  the  spreading 
of  Bibles  is,  the  poverity  of  the  iu- 
*  habitants  j  and  another,  the  very 
small  type  of  the  French  Bibles. 
Hard .  working  people  soon  lose 
their  sight,  either  in  part  or  en- 
tirely,, in  the  mountainous  country, 
in  which  the  five  villages  under  my 
pastoral  care  are  situated  ;  and  t)ie 
Roman  Catholics  also,  of  whom  I 
speak.  When,  therefore,  they  ar- 
rive at  an  age  in  wliich  they  might 
be  disposed  to  serious  reflection, 
they  can  scarcely  make  any  use  of  ^ 
iimall  Bibles.       Spectacles  arc  of 


TELLIGENCB. 

service  only  for  a  short  time ;  for  the 
sight  is  soon  entirely  gone. 

**  Nevertheless.  I  always  keep  a 
stock  of  French  Bible;,  partly  to 
lend,  partly*  to  sell,  and  some  to 
give  away.  In  order  to  do  tliis,  I 
make  \i  a  rule  t^  lay  by  three-tcnths 
of  all  my  income.  If  I  had  not 
adopted  this  practice,  I  should  not 
have  been  able  to  do  any  thing  of 
this  kind. 

"  The  type  of  the  German  Stras- 
burgh  Bibles  is  very  legible  ;  \ 
therefore  keep  a  number  of  them 
always  in  readiness  +.** 

The  above  comnaunication,  to- 
gether with  the  letters  from  t|ic 
other  ministers  whose  names  have 
been  mentioned,  are  strongly  stimu- 
lative to  the  good  work  of  forming 
a  .Society  for  an  extensive  circula- 
tion of  the  sacred  Scriptures.  Thi» 
object,  however,  cannot  be  accora- 
blishcd  in  haste  ;  it  requires  deli- 
beration and  wisdom  suited  to  its 
dignity  and  importance.  In  the 
meantune,  if  any  Christian  friends 
in  this  country  feel  that  admiratiba' 
of  the  character  and  conduct  of  it»c 
Rev.  Mr.  Oberlin,  which  the  pre- 
ceding account  is  well  calculated  lo 
inspire,  and  are  disposed  to  assist 
him  in  more  largely  procuring  and 
more  extensively  distributine  the 
Holy  Bible  in  his  large  parish  and 
its  vicinity,  their  contributions  will 
be  thankfully  received  by  Messrs. 
Hardcastle  and  Reyiicr,.Swan-suir5, 
London  Bridge  j  or  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Steinkopfft,  Minister  of  the  Lu- 
theran Church  in  the  Savoy, 
Sthind,  and  be  faithfully  conveyed 
to  the-Rcy.  Mr.  Oberiin. 


Oh  reading  the  Commnnicatiomfrom  the  Rev.  Mr.  ObcrUnj^ 
and  the  otlier  Ministers  in  Germany. 

To  souls  like  these,  of  such  a  Hcav*nly  kind, 

With  warm  affection  be  my  Spirit  join'd  : 

Tlicir  holy  motive^  may  I  ever  feel. 

And  catch  the  lustre  of  their  godly  ze^l ! 

Act  the  same  part,  pursue  the  same  design, 

And  glory  in  a  cause  so  much  divine  I      "  S— . 

^  "f  ^  Rev.  Minister,  now  in  this  country,  w1»o  1$  well  acoaAinted  with  Mr.  Oberlloi 
l^ives  tts  the  following  short  account  of  his  character  and  exertions  :  — 

'*  Mr.  Obcdin  lias  laboured  upwards  of  thirty  years  with  remarkable  success.  When 
lie  fi  rst  entered  on  his  ot!ice,  the  people  placed  under  his  care  were  noted  for  tkeit 
Ignorance  and  all  kinds  of  irregularities ;  bat  now  thefr  are  equally  conspicuous  for  ^«- 
«9><^y  of  bchariour,  for'tfiJigencc^ftguladty,  apd  Chrittian-humaoity." 
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ttyanslaiion  of  a  Letter  from 
Profi'ssor  Young,  in  mar- 
bourghy-dated  Feb.  27, 1803, 
to  the  Directors  of  the  Reli- 
gious Tract  Society. 

HonourecJ  Brethren, 
^nd  dearly  beloved  in  our  adorable 

Redeemer  Jesus  Christ  I 

^^rR  favour  of  the  30th  of 
Stptem>er,  i86i,  together  with  the 
Valuable  books  which  accompanied 
it,  has  been  duly  received ;  and  1 
"beg  leave  to  assure  you,  that,  for  a 
long  time,  nothing  has  givtn  me 
such  a  lively  and  sincere  pleasure  as 
that  letter  and  those  books.  Bless- 
ed be  the  Lord,  who  causeth  his 
vivifying  Spirit  to  move  round 
the  globe,  from'  Kentucky  to  Ora- 
hvhc,  and  from  Greenland  to  the. 
Cape  of  Good  Hope!  and  praised 
be  his  holy  name,  that,  in  maiiy 
places,  he  raises  up  men  who  eXcrt 
themselves  with  zeal  and  fidelity 
in  the  cause  of  the  kingdom  of  God, 
and  unite  together  for  his  service  I 
His  name  be  likewise  extolled  for 
this,  that  his  providence  has  di- 
rected you  to  me,  and  me  to  you  ! 
May  our  union  resemble  a  gram  of 
mustard  -  seed^  growing  up  to  a 
spreading  and  salutary  plant!  — 
'•  Hallowecl  be  his  name  !*' 

As  to  myself,  it  Js  my  earnest 
wiih  to  devote  myself,  with  un- 
.  weaned  activity,  to  the  advance- 
ment of  tlie  kingdom  of  God  ;  but, 
alas  !  my  hands  are  tied  in  a  variety 
of  ways.  From  my 'very  infancy 
1  have  felt  a  strong  impulse  to  live 
and  labour  only  tor  the  Lord  ;  but 
hitherto  it  has  not  pleased  him  to 
release  me  from  those  duties  upon 
•which  both  I  and  a  numerous  fa- 
ttrily  have  to  depend  for  support. 

My  deac  brother  Steinkopfft  can 
inform  you  of  the  wonderful  deal- 
ings of  Providence  with  me  ;  and  I 
have  reason  to  think,  that  my  life, 
which  I  have  published  under  the 
title  ot  •*  Henry  Stilling's  Youth, 
Travels,  and  Domestic  Life;'*  as 
also  other  publications  of  mine,  if 
they  were  translated  into  Engli5.h, 
lii^ould  produce  very  good  ettects  in 
England,  as  they  have  doneinOer* 
»iaoy ;   aud  would  %Uy  6oavinc« 


tNTELLlGENCfi.  503 

many  of   the  particular  providencd 
ofOod. 

I  was  born  in  the  year  1740,  in  a 
solitary  village  of  the  principality 
of  Nassausiegen.  My  forefatliers 
were  poor,  but  pious  peasants,  and 
colliers.  My  father,  who  was  a 
tailor  and  schoolmaster,  gave  me 
a  careful  and  strict  education  ;  and 
devoted  me  from  my  infancy  to  the^ 
Lord.  I  followed  the  employments 
of  ray  father  till  my  twenty-third  • 
year ;  and  had  already  then  many 
heavy  trials  to  endure.  The  ta*' 
lents  which  God  had  given  me, 
soon  urged  me  on  to  improve  my- 
sejf;  so  that  during  that  time,  I 
made  considerable  progress  in  ma-* 
thematicsi  history,  geography,  the 
Latin  language,  Arc.  At  length, 
rcould  hold  out  no  longer  in  my 
native  country,  but  took  up  Aiy 
staflp  and  went  into  the  duchy  of 
Berg;  where,  after  having  spent  a 
twelvemonth  under  very  trying  cir* 
cumstances,  I  obtained  a  situation 
with  a  rich  ironmonger,  as  teacher 
to  his  family,  and  assistant  in  his 
business.  X  During  the  seven  years 
I  spent  there,  I  learned  the  mcrcan-* 
tile  business,  the  French,^  Greek, 
and  Hebrew  languages  ;  and,  I  may 
say,  ransacked  every  coi^ner  of  Phi-* 
losophy.  Ascetics,  aid  Poetry:  * 
I  perused  the  Engli^h  works  oix 
Ascetics  and  Theology  ;  a'lwi  made 
myseit  also  acquainted  with  French 
literature.  At  last,  through  the. 
providence  of  God^  \f.  so  happened, 
that  a  renowned  oculist  left  ra^r,  by 
will,  hh  arcana  (private  recipes). 
Upon  this,  I  began  to  practise  as 
an  oculist ;  and  went,  in  the  ye^tr 
1770,  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  my 
age,  without  money,  and  without 
tfc  least  prospect  of  getting  ai.y,  to 
Strasbiir^h,  iri  order  to  study  Phy- 
sic. Mere  I  must  refer  you  to  Stil*. 
ling's  Life,  for  the  remarkable  and 
wonderful  interpositions  of  God  in 
my  bchalt. 

In  1772J  I  retiiniedto  the  duchy 
of  Berg,  as  Doctor  of  Physic. 
There  I  married,  in  a  very  singu* 
lar  manner,  the  sickly  daughter  o£ 
a  pious  tradesman,  who  had  no- 
more  fortune  than  I  had  ^  but  re- 
iied,  with  the  same  confidence,  on 
the  assistance  of  God.  We  theia 
x^vtd  t»  ElUfrfeldy  wheve  1  fra^ 
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tiscd  as  a  physician  ^  but  as  it  would 
he  too  tedious  for  mv  pnesent  piir. 
pose  to  enutnemte.  the  variety  of 
heavy  trials  whiph  I  again  expe- 
perienced  there  for  seven  years,  and 
the  extraordinary  help  and  repeated 
deliverance  vouchsafed  nie  by  my 
heavenly  Conductor,  I  must  again 
refer  yoit  f  Stilling^s-Lifet 

In  1778,  the  Lord  was  pleased  to 
deliver  me  out  of  this  fiery  furnace; 
and  I  fseceiveda  call'as  Ptotessor  of 
Husbandry,  Manufactures,,  and 
Commerce  in  thcnewly-^stabiished 
College  at  Kaiserslautern,  in  the 
Palatinate.  Here  my  annual  salary 
was  about  60I.  sterling  ;'■  But  1  had 
contracted  a  debt  of  400I.  at  Elber. 
feld,  and  my  Heavenly  Refiner  con^ 
tinned  to  try  me  still  more ;  so  that 
I  was  tinder  the  necessity  of  going 
6tiU  deeper  into  debt.  After  spend, 
ing  nine  years  in  tlie  married  state, 
nnder  very  trying  circumstances,  it 
pleased  God  to  depn\^e  me  oF  n\f 
deai^  and  pious  partj^r,  who  leH 
inc  With'  two  young  children;  so 
that  af^r  a  suitabie  time,  I  was 
•bilged  to-marry  again.  My  second 
vii£t  had  likewise  no  foitune;  but 
she  possessed  rejiiarkable  talents  Sor 
housekeeping  ^  so  that  now  t  could 
every  year'  pay  off  some  part  of  my 
<tebt;  and  my  sufferings  began  to* 
dimmish. 

In  i'j84,  the  college  was  removed 
from  Kaiserilautem  to  Heidelbdrg; 
whither  I  of  course  moved  likewise.  • 
At  length  the  Land^ave  of  Hesse 
Cassel  called  me  ;J)ither  to  Mar- 
burg, as  Professor  of  Politics,  with 
a  salary  of  i»oo  dbUars  (equal  to 
aool.) 

In  17S7  I  came  hither;  and  in 
1700  my  second  wife  died ;  and  my 
children  being  still  young,  I  was 
constrained  to  marry -a  thmi  time  y 
and  am  now  very  happy  in  my  mar. 
xiage. 

I  have  published  a  great  number 
of  treatises  on  Political  Economy, 
and  several  moral  romances;  but 
aincc  tlfieyear  1792,.  a  great  change 
iias  taken  place  in  my  sphere  of 
mction«  Tlie  French  Revolution, 
virith  its  consequences,  and  the  «ue* 
ceeding  war  in  Germany,  made  a 
4^ep  impression  on  my  mind.  I 
thougbt  ;tb^c  was  ri^son  to  coo- 
clttde  jtn^the  Script\tres,  that  tbt 


last  great  contest  was  coromeacin^^ 
and  the  coming  of  the  Lord  to  his 
church  at  no  great  distance;  and 
now  that  desire  to  devote  myself 
wholl)r  to  the  service  of  the  Lord 
and  his  kingdom,  and  to  live  and' 
die  for  him,  wiiich  had  laindonuuat 
within  me  from  my  youth,,  was 
roused  into  activity.  Inihc  follow^ 
ing  years  T  published  a  work  in 
five  volumes,  entitled,  Hrimwct 
(Longing  to  be  at  Home)*.  This 
book  excited  uncommon  attention  i 
many  huntired  copies  found  iheif 
way  to  America;  many  to  Den- 
mark, Sweden,  and  Russia;  and 
it  was  generally  read  throughout  all 
tlie  provinces  of  Germany.  Being 
now  called  upon  from  all  quarten 
to  devote  myself  and  my  talents  to* 
thn  service  of  religion,  I  began^ 
fiK)m  that  time  to  publish  a  periwli^ 
cal  work,  entitled,  Der  Graitr 
MoMH  (HT  he 'Hoary  Man}«;  which 
comes  out  every  half-year.  Soon 
after,  I  wrote  an  explanation  of 
the  Revelation  of  St.  John,  eiw 
titled,  •«  The  History  of  the  Tri- 
umph of  tlie  Christian  Religwn,"^ 
which  had  likewise  an  unexpected 
sale  i  ^o  that  in  the  first  year  a  it^ 
cond  edition  was  called  for.  TIn» 
book  is  albo  much  read  in  America, 
where  "  The  Hoary  Man"  is  now 
•printing,  from  time  to  time,  in  » 
German  new${>aper.  To  this  I 
nmst  add,  the  remarkable  blesUog 
which  tlie  Lord  lays  on  my  prac* 
tice  as  oculist;  and  particularly 
Oft  my  operations  for  the  catacac^ 
having  already  operated  on  1300 
blind  patients  ;  and,^  in  the  vaca« 
tions,  I  am  always  called  upon  to 
travel  into  distant  parts  to  attend 
the  blind.  Next  Raster,  vacation,. 
I  am  engaged  to  travel  into  Saxony 
and  Upper  Lusatia.  These  jour-^ 
nies  make  me  more  known,  andaf^ 
ford  me  opportunities  to  edify  my 
self,  and  to  strengthen  the  liands- 
of  others. 

But 'all  these  various  circunu 
^stUaces  occasion  a  severe  conflict  ia 
my  lumd.  The  Lord  has  brought 
me,  without  my  seeking  it,  into  a 
sphere  of  religious  activity,  artd 
blessedi  my  services  in  an  abundant 
Meflsure ;  but  ray  ej^teasive  corrrs- 
pp9ttdencc  aiid  labpurs  as  in  autJbor,f 
^e  up  S9  iamch  o£  my  tine^  that 
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iff  IS  with  difficultyr  1  can  fui^  the 
duties  of  isy  pcxifcssorshtp  ;  wltidh, 
howcrcr,  ougilt  to  be  my  first  ob- 
ject, IS  I  receive  a  salary  for  it. 
Oa  the  other  hand^  I  canuot  reiax 
in  myreUgious  labours;  uoX  only 
because  tJ^cy  aw  cotitmuaHy  <W- 
inafKkd  of  Hie,  but  because  I  t'cel  a 
strong  siuptilsc  in  zny  owniicart  ta 
labour  in  that  Line.  Moreover,  alt 
the  leadings  of  Providence  witJj  «4C, 
from  my  youth,  seem  evi<imtly  ta 
fuark.  me  out  a^  a  witness  ol  tlM 
trutli  ia  these  last  times ;  aa<l  in 
partkujar,  to  direct  my  iabours  for 
the  piKMnotion  of  union  among  the 
awakened  of  every  denomination, 
tliat  when  the  Lord  comes,  he  may 
find  only  (uxc  flock.  On  this  ac- 
couot  2  belong  to  no  party;  but 
cuilivate  a  brotherly  feltowshvp 
with  all.  As  to  lay  external  pro- 
fession, it  is  that  of  the  Reformed 
Church ;  which,  in  Eagland,  is 
called  the  Presbyterian;  b*it  my 
principles  approach  nearest  to  those 
«f  tlte  late  Mr.  Wesley. 

I  might,  in4eed,  at  once  get  rid 
of  the  difiiculties  under  which  I 
struggle,  by  resigning  my  o|5ce ; 
biit  prudence  fcvbids  (hat,  as  I 
ehould  tliereby  put  both  myself  and 
^niily  out  o£  bread ;  be&ides  that, 
my  wife  would  then  be  unprovided 
ior,  in  case  of  h«r  outliving  me. 
There  is,  therefore,  nothing  left  for 
ii\e  to  do,  but  patiently  tohold  out 
till  the  Lord  himself  shall  help 
me;  and  this  2  am  persuaded  he 
will  do,  a<id  not  leave  me  jost  when 
liis  views  toward  me  s^re  unfbkkd. 

You  may,  perhaps,  think  that  I 
might  live  by  my  practice  as  an 
oculist;  but  that  is  out  eft  the 
question,  as  f  lie  under  an  obliga- 
tion to  serve 'the  poor  ^atis  with 
this  talent ;  and  likewise  to  demand 
AOthing  from  the  r^h,  but  to  be 
<KKitented  with  what  they  give  me 
of  their  own  accord.  —  Amidst  all, 
i  trust,  with  unsliaken  confidence 
in  the  Lord ;  and  firmly  believe  that 
be  will  support  and  help  me. 

Excuse  me,  dearly  beloved  brc* 
Ihren,  that  I  trouble  yott  with  so 
ciicumstantial  a  letter;  but  it  ap- 
peared to  ine  absolutely  necessary 
that  you  should  have  a  thorough 
luiowledge  of  my  situation,  if  you 
.tpd  I  ai^  to  ^i^  iuAd  ia^  hMd  29 


labouring   for    the  Lord   and  h2»' 
kingdom. 

lo  conclude,  I  must  request  you 
not  to  interpret  any  thing  that  I 
have  said  in  this  letter  coocern'mg  * 
tny^li^  as  proceed! (ig  iroxsi  pride  or 
vanity  ; — God  forbid  1  Boasting  Ia 
lea:it  beconting  ute  of  all  men;  for 
the  LoMi  chases  tJte  weakest,  tlic. 
most  wretched  and  abandoned, 
aaioiig  men  for  his  instruments, 
that  i>e  alone  may  have  all  the 
honour  and  ^lory,  I  dare  not  de. 
scribe  to  you  lioi^  wretched  I  feel 
my^if,  lest  I  should  appear  u^ 
ftiake  a  shew  of  humility. 

From  all  the  above,  you  will 
form  au  idea  of  ray  principles  and. 
situation.  As  soon  as  it  shall  please 
the  Lord  to  ir lease  m&firom  my 
{>ost  in  the  college,  so  as  to  enable 
me  to  spend  all  my  time  and  strength 
for  him  alone,  I  sjhaU  most  gladly 
join  hands  with  yov,  to  la^ur  for 
the  great  prize.  Nevertheless,  i 
shall  stiU  ct^atinue  to  publish^^  The 
Hoary  Man,'^  of  which  I  have  just 
finished  the  thirteenth  N«fimber« 
wherein  the  veierable  Tract  So- 
ciety, with  its  great  and  glorious 
object,  is  stttM^y  and  earnestly 
recommended  to  aU  German  Chris* 
tians. 

Your  kind^Ser,  dear  brethren, 
to  assist  us,  in  case  oi  need,  wick 
money,  deserves  our  warmest 
thanks ;  but  we  will  first  endeavour 
ta  do  what  we  can  ourselves,  before 
we  have  recourse  to  your  assist, 
ancf,  and  become  burdensome  ta 
you.  Meanwhile,  we  beg  the  sup. 
port  of  your  prayers  and  blessings. 

Germany  is  the  principal  seat  of 
Christendom.  Here  the  greatest 
Christian  Primpe  resides ;  here  it  it 
that  the  chief*  parties,  both  in  phi- 
losophy and  religion,  arose;  and 
here,  on  the  otlier  hand,  is  likewise 
the  chief  seat  of  Infidelity  and 
Apostacy  from  Christ.  You  wdald 
scarcely  believe,  to  what  lengths 
people  have  proceeded.  In  the 
Prussian  and  Saxon  state%  they 
preach  boldly  from  the  pulpits, 
that  to  worship  Christ  is  Idolatry ; 
and  that  the  redemption  of  sinner:;, 
by  his  suflerlngs  and  death,  is  no*' 
thing  but  old  superstition.  Dread*  ■ 
fiti  indeed  I  Here  and  there  a  mi^ 
nistcr  is  still  to  be  met  witU  wh#i 
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5 reaches  the  truth  ^  but  their  num- 
er  dccrtasc^s  rtiore  and  more  ;  and 
the  apostacy  so  plainly  foretold  by 
the  apostle  Paul,  rushes  irr  like  a 
t«rrent,  breaking  through  aU  the 
Iwnfes;  but  God  tviU  prcrtect  his 
little  flock,  and  will  delitrdr  and 
preserve  us.  Here,  in  Germany, 
the  beast  will  soon  arise  out  of  the 
earth,  and  make  common  cause 
with  the  Man  of  Sin  (the  beast  out 
.•f  the  bottomless  pit).  —May  thtf 
Lord  help  us  !  that  we  may  be 
found  faithful,  bolJly  tcst'ffying  of 
the  truth,  and  patiently  eil:iUrin5j 
ofito  death,  that  so  we  nuy  ob»^aiu 
the  crownof  life.  It  would',  doubt-  ' 
Uss,  be  a  great  advantage,  if  true 
Christians,  in  England  and  Gcr- 
iMany,  would  join  hand  in  hand  and 
labour  in  fellowship;    and  if  the 


German  Tracts  for  edification  ^ei6 
extensively  circulated  in  England^ 
and  the  English  Tracts  in  Grr*?- 
many  j  \>y  tfiis  means,  our  prayers^ 
in  behalf  of  each  other,  would  be 
more  extended  aird  more  effectual^ 
and  the  work  of  God  be  powerfully 
promoted. 

May  the  Spirit  of  our  Lord  Jesuar 
Christ  transform* you,  beloved  bre- 
thren, more  and  more  iiito  his 
image,  frou?  glory  ta  gl'jry  !  May 
he  work  migluily  in  you  and  thro* 
you,  to'  the  biiivauon  of  many  bOuU^ 
and  to  eternal  life  !  In  hira  and 
through  him,  I  am  to  eternity, 

your  afFcwtionate  Brother, 

Johan  li'inric/i  Jung,  M.D^ 
(Enolish,  2^^^'i 

Counsellor  of  Court  and  Professof* 
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-  AcaAfmij  near  Bradford, 

In  the  west  riding  of  Yorkshire, 
wp  have  been  long  and  highly 
'favoured.  During  the  space  ot  tJie 
la.st  fifty  years,  the  gospel  has  had 
free  coHrse  among  us ;  —  it  has  run, 
and  has  been  glorified  :  congrega- 
tipns  have  been  collected,  chapels 
hiivc  been  built,  churches  have 
been  formed,  our  desarts  have  be- 
come fruitful,  the  dry  land  has 
bteo  watered,  and  the  wilderness 
has  blossomed  as  the  r^e. 

In  ettecting  this  pleasing  change, 
the  academy,  formerly  at  Hecfo. 
mondwike,  under  the  care"  of  the 
Kcv,  James  Scott,  was  eminently 
instrumental ;  and,  now  the  Inde. 
pendent  Academy  atRotherham,  is 
a, public  blessing ;— it  is  a  fountain 
firom  whence  issue  streams  which 
rciresh  the  city  ot  our  God.  But 
our  county  is  extensive,  and  there 
are  many  congregations  who  cannot, 
by  any  ordinary  effort,  on  account 
W  distaiKe  and  expence,  obtain  as- 
^taaee  from  that  or  any  other  aca- 
demy»  in  the  way  of  occasional  sup- 


Convinced  of  this,  a  gentleman 
in  London,  Edward  Hanion,  Esq. 
(lately  deceased)  generously  offered 
t3  support  two  students  duriwg  a 
course  of  education  for  the  Gospel- 
ministry,  provided  a  proper  peraoti 
could  be  found  in  the  neighbour- 
hood to  undertake  the  office  of 
tutor.  The  Rev. W.Vint,  ot  Idle, 
near  Bradford,  was  applied  to  for 
this  purpose  j  and  complied.  The 
academy  was  opened  ;  and  two  stu. 
dents  were  supported  by  Mr. 
Hanson  while  he  lived.  By  his- 
wi  11  he  .has  made- permanent  provi- 
sion for  fivic  students  :  he  has  be- 
queathed 5000/.  three  per  cent,  con- 
sols, to  the  care  of  five  trustees,^ 
for  the  support  of  this  institu- 
tion for  ever.  But  as  it  is  not 
a  specific  legacy,  and  as  there  is  no 
particular  time  mentioned  in  Mr. 
Hanson's  will  for  the  transfer  of 
this  stock,  his  executors  consider 
themselves  authorized  by  law,  tv 
retain  it  for  twelve  months,  for  the 
use  of  the  resifluary  legatee.  Coiw 
sequently,  the  institution  wilj  de^ 
rive  no  benefit  from  Mr.  HansoA> 
Ubenillty  till  January,  ($04. 
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B^Forc  this  last  circumstance  was 
♦.notvn,  which^was  not  till  April 
last,  the  number  of  students  had 
fecei*  increased  to  five;  and  there 
has  been  this  number  in  the  house 
niost  of  this  ycjr.  It  is  hoped  the 
religious  public,  and  especially 
WKhbourin<;  coni^rej^aiions,  \>'\\o 
more  immediately  feel  the  conveni- 
ence and  utility  of  the  institution, 
5^111  come  forward,  as  some  have 
already  done,  and  indemnify  the 
Jtutor. 

After  the  cxpences  of  tliis  year 
are  defrayed,  this  little  seminary, 
we  hope,  will  have  but  compara- 
tively few  demands  upon  the  pub- 
lic, a^  it  is  not  intended  to  increase 
the  number  of  students  more  than 
one  or  two  beyond  the  provision  ot 
Mr.  E.  Hanson's  chanty  ;  lest  it 
should  be  thought  by  any  to  as- 
sume the  appearance  of  competition 
with  other  institutions  of  the  same 
Jcind,  upon  a  larger  scale. 

Subscriptions  and  Donations  will 
be  gratefully  received  by  any  of  the 
Gentlemen  who  compose  the  Com- 
mittee, viz.  Messrs.  Clapham, 
Leeds;  Ayben,  Shelf;  Davy,  Ha- 
lifax :  also  the  Rev.  J,.  Cockin, 
J^alifax  ;  ET.  Parsons,  Leeds;  A. 
Hudswell,  Bingley;  andT.Taylor^ 
psi^ett. 

The  Half-yearly  meeting  of  the 
Association  of  Ministers  in  Hamp- 
shire, was  held  at  Southampton, 
October  5.  On  the  preceding  even- 
ing Mr,  Bogue,  oi  Gosport,  de- 
livered a  discpurse  from  Luke  xxiv. 
47.  At  seven  in  the  morning,  Mr. 
Bennett,  of  Romsey,  preached  from 
1  John  i.  7;  'Mr.CoK,  of  Fareham, 
discussed  the  doctrine  of  the  Sab- 
bath, in  the  forenoon:  after  which, 
the  Lofd?9  Supper  was  celebrated. 
In  the  evening,  Mr.  Robert  Win- 
der, of  Newport,  discoursed  from 
a  Cor.  V.  20,  In  the  course  ot  the 
Service,  many  of  the  Ministers,  as 
usual,  engaged ;  and  the  whole 
ineetipg,  though  nunterously .  at- 
fcnded,  wais  orderly,  harmonious, 
and  profitable.  In  the  interval, 
and  after  the  conclusion  of  public 
worship',  the  business  of  diffusing 
the  knowledge  of  the  Gospel  in  the 
County,  *ra8  transacted  in  a  Com- 
luittee  j  aiKl>  it  appearing  \hu  the 


funds  were  exhausted,  i)ew  a^d  verr 
liberal  contributions  were  made.  It' 
was  also  stated,  that  the  efforts 
already  made,  have  been  honoured 
with  many  tokens  of  the  divine 
blessing.  Since  the  last  annual 
report,  new  chapel?  have  beea 
erected  and  opened  at  SWanwickaad 
Horingsdown,  which  arc  well  atv. 
tended  ;  and  the  Lord  gives  cvi^ 
dent  testimony  to  the  word  •£  h^ 
grace  at  both  places. 

Early  on  Thursday,  Oct,  6,  die 
Rev.  Pierre  Dex,  a  native  of  tim 
lirde  island  of  Sark,  near  Guernsey^ 
whose  labours  in  that  and  the  neighZ 
bouring  isles  have  been  crowned  by 
the  Lord  with  signal  success,  wa« 
set  apart  at  Southampton  to  tim 
pastoral  office.  Mr.  Dex  not  un- 
derstanding the  English,  the  ser. 
vice  was  conducted  in  the  French 
language.  Mr.  Perrault  prayed 
and  read  the  Scriptures ;  Mr, 
Bogue  asked  the  questions,  which 
were  answered  in  a  very  serious  and 
satisfactory  manner;  after  which  the 
same  minister  engaged  in  the  ordi- 
nation prayer,  which  was  acconi- 
panied  with  imposition  ot  handf^ 
Mr.  Bennett  delivered  the  charge  ; 
and  Mr.  Dex  concluded  the  whole 
with  an  afiectionate  and  fervent 
prayer. 

The  same  day  a  nttr  chapel,  fw. 
the  u  e  of  the  congregation  and 
church  formed  at  Swanwick,  near 
Bursledon  Bridge,  was  opened  fdr 
public  worship ;  Mr.  Griffin,  of 
Portsca,  preached  from  Is.  liii.  10; 
and  Mr.  Bogue  preached,  in  the< 
afternoon,  from  Psalm  Ixxxix.  15. 
Many  of  the  ministers  who  attended 
the  association  on  the  preceding 
day  were  present.  Messrs.  Mac 
Arthur,  Kingsbury,  Skemp,  Sty  les, 
Frey  (the  converted  Jew)  Geo. 
Clayton,  and  R.  Adams,  engaged 
in  prayer.  A  cottage  was  Stst 
opetied  by  a  gentleman  in  this 
neighbourhood  for  preaching,  four, 
years  ago,  when,  as  it  has  since  ap* 
pearedy  saving  power  followed  the 
word,  in  five  instances,  which  have 
been  increasing  ever  since,  >undcr 
the  ministrations  of  preachers  who 
have  ultgrnsoely  vi&ltedthls  p«o« 
pl«» 
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•OCT*^-  Tlic  Haif-jpcarty  Mect- 
^i£  of  the  Indepeudent  M'timters 
jkaw  CDogpegati^ns  of  the  county  of 
JDaftftBT,  wab  beldat  tke  Rev.  B^. 
fiowelV^s  Mett mg^  ♦»  Bere  Regis. 
iAr.  Keynes,  of  Blckndfard^  MMr»« 
./dbticcd  the  nKMrmog  service  with 
Avayer  and  trading  the  Scirii^tnres  ^ 
J^r.  Uiggs^  of  Dorchester,  pr^yedf 
•  Mr.Gb3iy,  ofSuihridge,  i>fe»€bedf 
*M^:Mr.  Fieid^  of  Blandford,  con. 
eluded  w  it  h  prayer »  i  n  t he  af t er* 
Aoon,  the  ntimtst^rs  transacted  ihe 
ilivsincss^of  the  county  w>uch  came 
*^fore  tben»»  In  the  evenings  Mr. 
,Btt>gcrSy  of  Beaminster,  prayed ; 
-Mr.  CrackneM,  of  Weyinoinh, 
fMrcached  ;  Mr.  Sedcole^  of  Swan* 
-•ge^  ended  with  prayer.  Mr.  Ba- 
«i6t«v,  of  Wftreham^  preached  oo 
#be  T«»esday  evemng.  —  The  next 
.jaeeting  to  be  hekf  at  Lyske,  on 
l&astcr. Wednesday.  The  preachers 
iiesRs*  HoweU  and  Eaui&t^. 


£  ON  D  am 

Ft  Letters  lately  recciVed  at 
Edinburjgh  from  Perersburgh,  it  ap- 
pears that  t{ie  MissTonaric^  who  left 
t>>ar  ciry  tast  April,  had  reached 
Sarepia  in  safety^  the  beginning  of 
July.  Sarepta  is  within  3^0  ver^ts 
ef  A'stracan ;  but  instead  of  going 
«mnd  by  that  city,  as  they'  first  i»k- 
tvn^y  they  had  thoughts  of  cross- 
ing |he  dosart  directiy  to  George- 

l^eskf  by  which- their  roadwilktve 

'fonM4<rably  shortened. 

Br  a  Letter  from  Fuhiec,  in 
ITorkshlre,  the  Directors  x)f  the 
Missiofjarv  Society  have  been  in- 
formed,  that  the  other  OtahHt^in 
youth  Oley,  who  had  been  bap- 
liajed  by  the  name  of  Joseph,  de- 
parted this  lifcJ  Qct,  13 ;  and  was 
puried  Oct.  19. 

Aug.  ji .  TJie-Rev.  Mf*, Young 
^as  set  apart  to  the  pastoral  care 
.of  the  Scots  Chitrch,'U»ndon- Wall, 
late  Dr.  H.  H4iiiter*s.  The  service 
*vas  opened  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Cam- 
berwell,  who  prayed  atkl  i^eftd  suit- 
able portions  of  Seripture.  A  Ser- 
mon was  preached *»y  Dr.Ratl^dge, 
of  Wappmg,  frbtn  1  Pet.v.'a.  ^  «ImI 
the  service  was  condo^d  by  Mr. 
Nicoll,  of    Swallow-street.   .T^e 


Member*  of  the  Scotch  Piui&ygcgy 
attended  f  andsthecongreg^itlaB  wstf^ 
Bunierotks  and  respettable. 

SKrr.  re.  The  Rev.  W.  Jajr, 
«f  Bat^  preached  the  Sixth  Aiw 
mversary  Sermon,  at  Cambdcr^* 
Chapel,  Peck  ham,  fi?om  ft.  cxknr. 
ly,  before  a  very  mimerotis  anjA 
respectable  auditory,  coutaimng,  it 
is  sopposed,  not  krss  than  4500 
yoiu>g  personsy  for  whose  iosiruc- 
•ion  it  was  par tscuiarly  intended. 

Wednesday,  Oct.  >9,  beinff  ap- 
pointed by,  Govcrmikeat  as  a  day  of 
hitmiliation  aivJ  prayer,  on  account 
of  the  present  state  of  piibKca&urs^ 
was  obcierred,  ^e  trtt  t^  with  more 
religious  attentioit  thausoch  days 
for  some  years  past.  Wany  excel- 
lent discourses  were  delivered;  se- 
reraT  of  which  will,  i*e  imderstand, 
be  printed}  and,  we  hope,  il>e 
sp  if  tt  ot'  grace  and  sappVicat  ion*  wa«  ' 
poured  Uy\th  trpon  many  congre- 
gations tl\nMrglv>ut  tlvr  Urate* 
JCingdom. 

The  following  passage,  in  one  of 
Ihe  prayers  appointed  for  this  oc- 
casion, miist  afford  sincere  gratiftca. 
tion  to  ercry  professor  of  religioa 
who  wisHcs^  the  proiiyotion  oi  bro" 
therly  love  : 

**  And  give  us  all  grace  to  p^ 
away  from  lis  |l11  rancour  of  religi* 
ous  dissentiofi,  that  tliey  who  agree 
in  the  essentials  of  our  anost  bolY 
faitK^  «Etd  Ipoit  for  pardon  through 
the  merits  and  intercession  of  the 
Saviour,  may,  notwithstanding 
their  diificrences  upon  pokits  of 
idoubtf^i    opinion,     «^'    in    the 

•  forrasof  external  wor^ip^  ttiU  be 

.  vnited  in  tlie  bortds  of  CiunbtiaQ 
charity, andfulfil  thy t>les«ed Son's   * 
jcoi^mandment,  of  loving  one  an« 
other  as  he  hath  loved  them  " 

These  liberal  sentiments  cef- 
ta^nlydo  honour  to ithose  dignified 
ccelesiastios  from  wliom  they  pro. 
ceed  5  and.  we  hope,  will  dimise 

-  the^r  influence  to  the  inferior 
orders ;  amoag  whom  some  have 
occasionally  discoverjed  a  bnter  op- 

.  portion  against  their  brethren  wl>o 
dared  to  di0cr  in|)oint5  of  doctrine, 
or  forms  of '  worship .  Those  ak9 
who  disseiU,  will^  we  trust,  imitate 
this  .  condescending    example  ^ 

^  covi^iatingjcaad^i^r.  '  '   ^  '     ./ 


G.  AijLi),  PrijUer^GrcvilU  Stre^^^^jimiiifff  § 
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MEMOIR 

OP 

CHARLES  TOWiNSEND,    ESQ. 

Mr,  Charles  ToWnsend,  the  fifth  soti  of  Mr.Town- 
send,  a  reprvtable  clothier  at  Steanbridi^e,  in  Gloucestershire; 
was  born  tricrc,  on  Uie  12(>th  of  January',  1731.  Ot  the  earliest' 
part  of  his  hfc  we  liave  no  account.  His  education,  like  that 
of  others  in  his  condftioir'of  life,  at  d  time  when  a  moderate 
degree  of  learning  was  more  rare  than  at  present,  did  not  ex- 
tend beyond*the  eleiiicjitarj^' rules  of  arithmetic.  ^  At  the  usual 
time^  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  fishmonger,  in  London  ;  and' 
?nch  ATisthe  severity  of  his  service,  thai  it  is  believed  to  have 
produced  the  asthma,  with  which  he  was  afterwards  so  muclx 
afflicted.  When  liis  apprentipesliip  expired,  he  entered  into 
business;  which,  after  several  years,  he  Velmquished,  and  be- 
came a  gunpowder  rrierchant.  This  business  he  continued 
until  about  a  year  before  his  death.' 

There  is  no  reason  to  believe,  that  he  had  had  the  advantage 
of  a  religious.edncation  ;  yet  he  was  very  regular  in  his  ittend- 
ance  at  his  parish-church,  and  correct  in  liis  moral  conduct. 
He  acknowledged  himself,  however,  at  that  time,  a  stran-er  to 
the  peace  w'hich  arises  from  faith  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
In  this  state  of  mind  his  brother  S.imuel,  who  had  gained  r^ 
earlier  acouaintance  with  fht  way  of  salvation,  invited  him  to 
hear  the  late  Mr.  Hart,  in  Jewm  Street.  Under  his  ministry, 
by  divine  grace,  he  felt  the  depravity  of  his  nature;  and  was 
tauo;ht  to  apply  to  the  great  Physiciah  of  souls  for  a  remedy. 
'^  This,*'  said  Mr.  Townsend,  *'  was  just  the  sort  of  preaching 
that  1  wanted."  Our^  readers  will  not  be  surprized  that  he 
afterward  went  very  regularly  to  he^r  Mr.  Hart;  and  ever* 
afterwards  retained  a  strong  affection  for  him.  HewaSsooa' 
missed  at  ohurch  j  and  did  not  e^cxipe  the  observation  and  tauntf* 

XI.  3  U 

aid 
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of  his  neighbours.  *^  Aye^**  said  one  who  met  him  going  UP 
hear  his  favourite  minister,  ^*  if  jour  father  was  alive^  Master* 
Townsend,  you  durst  not  go  ot'i  in  this  way  :  he  would  cutr 
your*  le.a^s  off  rather  than  you  should  forsake  your  parish- 
church^**  It  appeared,  as  Mr.  TmvnseiMJ  was  one  day  going 
to  the  Rosemary  Branch,  to  hear  the  Rev.  Ah.  Booth,  in  pass- 
ing through  Devonshire  Square,  he  met  the  minister  of  hi» 
parish-chinrch :  '  So,  Mr*  Tpwnsend,*  said  he,  and  clapped  hi 


m 


on  the  shoulder,  '  yoii  are  going  ihe  wrong  way.'  "That  isr 
an  awful  thing  indeed.  Sir,  if  it  be  true,**  rcpHed  Mr.Townscnd; 
**  but  I  hope  I  am  not.  1  am  going.  Sir,'"* added, he,  "where 
the  gospel  is  preached.'*  '  I  don't  know  what  you  call  tbe 
Gospel,'  returned  the  clergyman;  *  but  I  know,  if  you  ^cf  to 
church  you  will  be  sure  to  hear  it  there.'  Wiiatever  he  might 
hear  from  the  n'oding-desky  Mr.  Townsend  knevr  l»e  should  not 
hear  the  gospel  from  the  pulpit;  and  therefore  persevered,  re- 

Sardless  of  the  intreaties  of  his  relations,  and  the  opinion  of 
)e  world.  The  evangeUcal  principled  be  had  embraced,  did 
not  he  dormant;^  but  produced  such  effects,  that  numbers  who 
bated  the  truths  which  were  so  precious  to  his  soul,  were  ob- 
liged to  confess,  that  he  was  a  good  man,  and  had  no  blemish^ 
—  but  this  religion.  Hij^  whale  life,  abounded  in  acts  of  ex- 
traordinary benevolence.  His  accounts  of  expenditnre,  from, 
the  time  of  his  setting  out  ia  trade,  are  filled  wilh  items  of 
money  applied  to  the  relief  of  poor  people  of  every  descrip- 
tion. He  paid  for  the  educatian  of  some  scores  of  indigent 
children  v  ^"d  has  saved  matvy  a  needy  tradesman  from  ruin. 
Poor  persons,  of  honesty  and  industry,  seldom  applied  to  him 
for  the  loan  or  gilt  of  a  small  sum  of  money,  without  success, 
lie  had  formerly  tried  hi^  fortune  repeatedly  in  the  lottery,  in 
expectation  of  a  large  prize;  but  he  made  it  the  constant 
matter  of  his  prayer,  that  he  might  never  luive  on^,  without 
a  heart  to  use  it  to  the  glory  of  God.  He  knew  how  to  relish 
tbe  happiaes»  of  overwhelming  a  needy  person's  feelings  vrtth 
bis  kinduess.  There  have  been  some  very  affectuig  instances  of 
this:  he  could  not  relate  a  conversation  he  liad  with  Mr. 
Winter,  of  Painswicfc,  last  August,  widiout  tears.  Few  per- 
sons knew  more  of  the  motives  and  principles  of  the  lower 
orders  of  mankind,  or  were  bettef  acquainted  with  their  man- 
xiers«  It  was  dangerous  to  go  to  him  with  a  false  tale  of  dis- 
tress, for  he  could  generally  detect  it.  Though  he  conferred 
bis  favours  without  exacting  homage^  he  took  care  to  let  the 
objects  of  his  bouiiUr  know,  that  bethought  they  were  obliged 
to  him.  He  had  been  among  the  poor  as  a  benefactor,  and 
bad  encouraged  them  to  consider  him  under  the  character  of 
a  friend ;  and  their  frequent  applications  to  him,  in  conse- 
quence, gave  him  an  opportunity  of  acquiring  an  insight  inu> 
^fksix  principle  of  action.    Th^e  is  a  curious  story  told  ol* 
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lus  humanity  some  years  ago:— When  bis  eldest  brother 
Vi'ds  in  possession  of  the  estate,  he  sent  Charles  one  day  to  col- 
lect tenls  from  the  poor  people ;  but  the  good  man  saw  so 
M)uch  misery,  that  it  c.xciicd  his  compassion  ;  and,  instead  of 
bringing  home  the  rents,  he  was  money  out  of  pocket. 

Benevolence  was  not,  however,  a  greater  trait  of  his  charac-* 
ter  than  a  love  ofsecresy  ;  and  hence  but  little  is  known  of  his 
personal  experience  as  a  Christian :  instead  of  tuifcing  nfuch 
about  religion,  lie  endeavoured  to  exemplify  it.  It  was  im- 
possible to  know  his  character  by  a  short  acquaintance  ;  but 
Wiose  who  were  most  and  longest  with  him,  unite  in  observing, 
vljiit  he  was  one  of  those  few  persons  of  whom  esteem  is  cre- 
ated with  acquaintance.  After  residing  in  lodgings  a  lew  ye^rs, 
^t  Clapt<m,  about  the  year  1777,  he  took  a  house  at  Homer- 
ton.  He  ujK'd  to  leave  business  earlier  in  winter,  and  spend 
his  evenings  ^t  home  in  reading,  with  a  companion,  §ome 
pious  author  till  supper-time:  after  which,  he  smoked  his  pipe^ 
&5  a  relief  to  his  asthma;  and  bis  companion  read  tilt  eleven 
o'clock,  the  hour  when  he  retired  to  test.  In  this  way  the 
^vritir^s-  of  Fox,  Whitefieid,  Romaine,  James  Hervey,  and 
The  laie  llyhmd,  were  tend  through,  and  administered  to  his 
'^dificiition.  Troin  the  death  of  Mr.  Hart,  he  attended  regu- 
larly the  ministry  of  the  bite  Mr.  Romame,  until  the  gonpel 
was  iiitroduc^d  at  Hofiierton  Chaj:iel.  On  Mr.  Eyre*s  settle- 
ment there,  he  formed  an  acquaintance  with  that  zealotis  and 
active  servant  of  our  Lord  ;  wKicb  coiuinneil  ti>  the  death  of 
Mr.  Townsend,  and  tended  greaily  to  enlarge  the  field  of  bid 
usefulness,  especially  from  the  lime  when  be  became  poa- 
Sf^>sed  of  his  large  fortune,  by  the  death  of  his  brothers. 

Mr.  Eyre,  who  had  greatly  exerted  himself  in  tfie  establish- 
luent  of  tlie  Missionary  Society,  for  sending  tlie  gospel  abroad^ 
was  equally  zealous  for  its  propagation  at  home :  a  society  was 
ibnne^  for  this  purpose,  by  a  few  pious  and  afHuent  persons  in 
his  own  oongregation,  which  was  couducted  with  great  ability 
by  their  minister.  It  pleased  G^d  to  bless  their  eHbris  in  such  a 
manner,  as  to  encourage  a  considerable  enlargement  of  the 
sphere  of  their  labours.  Mr.  Eyre,  in  a  plan  which  he  drew 
up  for  this  purpose,  and  laid  l>efore  the  society,  observed,  that 
**  It  appears  by  the  returns  lately  made  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, that  there  are  about  9,600,000  immortal  souls  in  thia 
kjngdom,which,  upon  ?m  average,  are  about  1000  to  each  parish. 
Suppose  *i00  in  a  parish,  one  with  another,  were  to  attend  the 
churches,  that  would  scarcely  amount  to  2,000,000;  and  if 
1,000,000  more  were  und-r  the  instruction  of  Methodists  and 
Dissenters,  there  would  still  be  above  ()\000,000  destitute  of  all 
kind  ot  religious  instruction/*  Without  interfering,  therefore. 
Hi  all  with  those  excellent  institutions  already  formed,  he  pro- 
posed that  the  Societi'  should  educate,  in  their  own  manner^ 
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such  a  number  of  pious  young  men  for  the  ministry,  ancl  so  far 
contribute  to  their  support  as  their  funds  would  allow,  and  a^ 
inic:ht  be  necessary  for  introducing  the  gospel  into  such  situa- 
tions as  would  be  otherwise  destitute  of  it.  The  plan  ofedu^ 
cation  was  to  be  confined  to  twelve  courses  of  lectures ;  six  of 
'ivhich  were  to  be  on  the  history,  religion,  evidences,- and 
theolo'jy  of  the  Bible;  and  six  on  science,  literature,  the  du- 
ties of  a  preacher,  8cc.  including  the  Hebrew  and  Greek  Scri^>- 
Uires.  In  this  plan  Mr.  Townsend  most  cordially  co-operated  ; 
and,  by  his  will,  dated  July  31,  180'i,  bequeathed  4fXX;l.  to  the 
Society,  to  which,  upon  a  tutor  being  engaged  to  carry  the 
above  plan  into  execution,  he  added,  by  his  codicil,  dated 
December  14  following,  the  sum  of  0*000). ;  both  which  sums 
have  been  recently  paid  by  his  executors. 

In  the  midst  of  his  affluence,  Mr.  Townsend  has  fiequently 
acknowledged,  that  additional  riches  brou,jht  an  increasing 
^burden ;  and,  with  many  teai"s,  complained  of  his  state  of 
mind,  compared  with  former  cxporienoes.  Scarcely  had  the 
l^ood  man  been  in  possession  of  his  fortune  two  years,  before 
he  began  to  feel  the  time  of  his  departure  was  at  hand. 

On  Tuesday  the  *28ih.of  December,  after  eating  a  hearty 
dinner,  he  was  suddenly  seized,  and  said  to  his  house-keeper, 
"  1  feel  as  if  I  was  going  to  die."  From  this  lime  until 
Friday  evening,  he  continued  much  indisposed  ;  and  then  his 
disorder  assiimed  so  serious  an  aspect,  as  to  leave,  no  hopes  of- 
his  recovery.  Duj-i.\g  a  few  intervals  of  ease,  he  would  speak 
to  his  friend  Mr.  Evre,  in  short  and  suitable  sentences  upon 
spiritual  subjects  ;  and  on  Sunday  the  (2d  of  Januarj'',  he  died 
much  lamented  by  his  Christian  acquaintances,  and  a  riiul- 
titude  bf  poor  objects  who  had  long  lea^K-d  the  harvest  of  his 
bounty. 

On  the  Ifith  of  January,  Mr,  Eyre  preached  his  funeral  sermon 
from  Rev.  xiv,  13.  "  Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord 
from  henceforth:  yea,  snith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may  re^:  from 
their  labours,  and  their  works  do  follow  them."  By  his  will 
be  also  bequeathed  to  the  Gloucester  InHrmary,  .jOOI.  —  to 
the  Stroud  Dispensary,  iOOl. —  to  the  Marine  Society,  oOOl. 
i—  to  the  Philanthropic  Society,  200l.  —  to  the  Society  for  tlie 
l^elief  of  Blind  Persons,  500l.  —  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Society, 
500L  —  to  the  Benevolent  Society,  held  at  Ilomenoq  Chapel, 
60I.  ~  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Magazine,  for  the  Relief  of  Poor 
T\'idows  of  Gospel  Ministers,,  300l.  —  to  the  Schools  at  Ho* 
mcrton  Chapel,  4001. 

In  the  conveision  of  this  good  man,  we  wonid,  first,  grate* 
fuHy  acknowledge  the  advantage  of  an  Evangelical  Ministry, 
■whilst  we  would  point  out,  for  imitation,  the  conduct  of  his 
good  brother,  who  first  invited  him  to  hear  th^  gospel.  Let 
parents  thus  lead  their  children^  and  masters  their  servants. 
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Let  those  young  persons  wlio  h«ave  happily  been  bronglit  fron 
^*^  the  broad  road  which  lea4*?lh  to  destriK-tion,"  into  **  ihe 
ways  of  pleasantness,  and  the  paths  of  peace/'  labour  to 
introduce  their  former  associates  lo  the  house  of  God; 
atid  then,  perhaps,, they  mvy  become  the  instruments  of' theix 
uklvatioii. 

(2.  Let  us  observe  how  the  ijosp^l  operated  on  Mr.  Townsend, 
ill  love  toCiod,  and  benevolence  to  man  ;  especially  irrducino^ , 
liim,  when  he  possessed  but  one  talent,  to  lay  it  out  \i,'t\i^    la 
Jjiiu  the  poei's  description  was  veriHed  :  — 

**  Stillest  streams  oft  water  fairest  meadows  j 
And   birus  that  flutter  least, 
Are  longest  on  the  wing.'* 

Instead  of  the  empty,  fruitless  noise  of  many  professors  of  r©^ 
ligion,  Mr.  Tow  nsend  silently  sowed  in  secret,  what  will  be 
reaped  openly,  at  the  end  of  the  world. 

3.  How  frccjuently  one  talent,  well  improved  in  praise  of  the 
Redeemer,  makes  a  man  ruler  ov-er  many  more.  *^  Them  that 
honour  me,  1  will  honour."  He  who  lends  to  the  Lord,  is 
frequently  repaid  with  compound  interest. 

4.  How  .njucli  more  blest  are  the  reflections  of  a  good  man, 
Tvho,  from  evangelical  motives,  has  been  enabled  to  use  his  pro- 
perty in  beneHting  the  bodies  and  souls  of  his  fellow  creatures, 
than  theretii'clion  ol  those  who  have  laboured  to  acquire  immense 
propert}',  to  leave  it  to  others  wlio  will,  perhaps,  wastelt  faster 
than  it  was  obtained !  Much  wiser  would  it  be  in  many  parents 
to  leave  to  their  children  portions  sufficient  to  .stimulate  their 
industry  and  keep  them  us-efidiy  employed,  than  such  large 
masses  oF  property,  as  make  application  needless,  and  fre- 
quently leads  the  unhappy  possessors  to  vice,  prufligaCy,  dis- 
ease, and  |)remalure  death  !  We  could  point  out  families,  at  this 
day,  of  the  highest  respectability  in  the  religious  world,  whose 

Eious  fathers  expended  more  money  in  the  cause  of  genuine 
enevolence,  than  they  left  to  their  children;  yet  these  childrert 
have  been  risinjj  in  the  world,  whilst  the  immense  fortunes 
of  other  families,  not  so  minded,  have  melted  away.  "  There 
is  that  scattereth  and  yet  increaseth  i  and  there  is  that  with- 
holdeth  more  than  is  meet ;  but  it  tendeth  to  poverty.  The 
liberal  soul  shall  be  made  fat ;  and  he  that  watereth,  shall  be 
watered  also  hipnself^**  Brethren,  the  time  is  short;  it  remain- 
eth,  tl'at  they  that  buy,  be  as  though  thdy  possessed  not;  aad 
ihey  that  use  the  world,  as  not  abusing  it;  for  the  fashion  of 
th^s  world  passethaway.  Blessed  is  that  servant  who  is  found 
occupying  at  the  coming  of  his  Lord* 
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TttB  geographical  sitwation  of  the  tmd  selected  bj  God 
fir  the  lesidence  of  hispecuUar  people^ancl  for  thj?  iucaniatioo, 
sufferings^  de:ith^  and  res^irrection  of  the  Messiah,  illostnites 
the  divine  wisdom^  and  deserves  our  serious  attentioi>,  particiw 
larly  ^  it  may  adbrd  us  ua^ful  iustruciion  for  the  caodoct  of 
mission  9.. 

The  Scriptures  lead  us  to  conceive  the  following  objects  to 
have  been  prindpally  intended  by  tiie  disjx^nsatioii  which  se^ 
.  parated  the-  Israelites  from  the?  rest  oi  inantind  : — \si.  That  dur- 
ing the  loDg  period  of  darkness,  wl>en  the  Gentiles  were"  can- 
chided  i^i  unbelief/*  the  worship  of  God  lutgUt  not  be  tofafly 
cstifigoisbed  in  the  worlds  but  be  preserved  among  Israel,  hia 
peculiar  people.     2d,  That,  even  daring  this  dark  period,  so»'>e 
Tdjs  of  the  knowledge  oi  God  mi^ht  be  coinmuuicated  to  the 
surrounding  nations,  who  should  War  of  bi»  great  Ran>e,  and 
of  his  strong  hand,  and  of  hi$  stretch ecJ- oat  arirr:     5d,  Thai  «n 
expectation  of  the  Messiah,  as  the  desire  of<i\l  nations,  might 
grmhially  be  diffused,  among  the  Gentiles,  ^nd  pave  the  way  for 
the  successful  preaching  of  his  glorious  gospeh     4th  and  last. 
That,  after  the  ascension  of  Christ,  his  apostles  and  elect  people 
^tfnong  the  Jews  might  publish  the  gospel  among  id!  nations^ 
beginning  at  Jerusalem*^    Even  the  future  ai>d  l.-^st  restoration 
of  the  Jews  to  their  own  ,land,  and  their  conversion  to  Chrbt, 
will  not  be  beneficial  to  thf inselves  only.    The  prophecies  of 
Ezekiel,  Joel,  and  Zechariah,  and  the  elevemh  chapter  of  St. 
Paul's  epistle  to  the  Romans,  lead  us  to  expect,  that  the  retura 
of  the  Jews,  and  their  conversion  and  victory  over  ibeir  ene-» 
mies,  will  be  accompanied  with  soch  signal  displays  of  the 
power  and  grace  of  God,  as  to  be  instrumental  in  gatiieiing  the 
fulness  of  the  Gentiles  into  the  church  :  "And   I  will  set  my 
glory  among  the  Heathen,  and  all  the  Pleathen  shall  see  my 
judgment  that  I  have  execoled,  and  my  hand  that  1  have  laid 
upon  them  :    so  the  house   oF  Israel  shall  know   thai  1  am  the 
Lord  their  God,  from  that  day  and  forward;  and  the  Heathen 
shall  know  that  the  house  of  Israel  went  into  captivity  for  their 
iniquity:  because  they  trespassed  against  me,  therefore  bid  I 
my  face  from  them,  and  gave  them  into  the  band  of  their  eue* 
mies;  '*  so  fell  they  all  by  the  sword  .** 

•For  effecting  the  above  purposes,  what  spot  could  liave  been 
so  well  selected  for  the  residence  of  the  children  of  Ksrael  as 
^Canaan  f  Itarijoined  to,  and  had  an'imipediate  communication 
with  the  empires  of  Assyria,  Babylon,  imd  Persia;  with  the 
rich  kingdom  of  Egypt,  and  Tyre,  the  mart  -of  the  world. 
Through  the  gulphs  of  Arabia  and  Persia,  Palestine  has  a  ready 
intercourse  with  india^  China,  and  the  eastern  coast  of  Africa: 
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-fcs  sWies  being  "washed  by  die  Mediterranean,  the  inhabitants  of 
Oanaaii  have  au  easy  access  to  the  coasts  ot  Asia  Miiior,  tiiii 
•outhern  and  eastern  parts  of  Europe,  the  ncwiliern  coasts  of 
-Africa ;  and,  tlirough  the  Sti-aits  ol'dibralter,  they  may  visit  alt 
those  countries  whose  shores  ai-c  washed  by  the  Atlantic  oceaiu 
Such,  in  short,  is  the  situation  of  J  udea,  that  were  the  plan  of  an 
tmiversal  monarchy  ever  realized,  this  country,  which  infidel 
writers  have  affected  so  much  to  despise,  would  present  itself 
lb, the  ^'ye  of  an  enligliteucd  prince,  as  being,  in  every  point  of 
x'lcw,  the  most  proj)er  scat  oi  empire,  whether  for  die  purposes 
of  n:ovcriiincnt,  iaielH^cuce,  or  commerce, 

if  we  inspect  a  map  of  the  globe  with  the  eyes  of  Christian 
philanthropy,  we  shall  find  that  there  is  a  vast  and  popuiout 
traA  of  it  which  extends  from  the  Euphrates  to  the  Sea  of 
Japan;  and  from  the  southern  frontier  of  Russian  Tartary  to 
the  Indian  Ocean ;  which  comprehends  Persia,  Hindostau, 
Japan,  China,  Thil)ct,  and  a  great  part  of  Taruiry  :  some  of  the 
fairest  conntries  of  the  ^lohe.  Yet  these  vast  regions  are  al- 
luost  wholl3^  unenhghtcned  by  the  gospel-sun.  ^' The  nations 
«it  in  darkness,  and  the  vallej'  of  the  shadow  of  death."  TIk?/ 
)arc  fast  bound  in  the  chains  of  Satan,  and  perish  for  hick  of 
knowledge, 

Widi  respect  to  these  countries,  the  dominions  of  die  Bri- 
tish nadon  iu  Bengal  hold  a  position  nearly  as  centricai  aa 
Judea  does  to  the  whole  world.  If  to  the  divine  wisdom  Judea 
•eemed  the  most  proper  spot  tor  communicating  the  first  ra3« 
of  that  divine  light,  which  is  in  the  fulness  of  time  to  arise 
upon  all  nations,  we,  as  humble  imitators  of  the  wisdom  of  God, 
and  as  workers  together  with  Him,  ought  to  turn  our  imme* 
diate  attention  to  Bengal,  as  being  a  station  whence  d)e  light 
of  Christianity  may  most  easily  diffuse  itself  over  die  whole 
continent  of  Asia. 

Were  the  gospel  firmly  rooted  in  Bengal,  native  Missionaries 
might  penetrate  from  theqce  into  Pegue  and  China  ;  inpo  Bou- 
tan,  Nepaul  and  Thibet;  into  the  Marratta  dominions  and  the 
territories  of  the  Shieks,  and  thetice  into  Punjab,  Kabool,  Cnsh- 
meer  and  Persia. 

The  Bengal  provinces  (exclusive  of  the  late  acquisitions  of 
the  Company  in  Oude)  are  calculated  to  contain  a  population  of 
30,000,000  souls.  In  this  vast  harvest,  the  onl}^  persons  who 
DOW  labour  are,  three  Baptist  Missionaries  at  Serampore ;  and 
one  person  sent  out  by  the  Juondon  Missionary  Society  1 

To  Christians,  it  is  surely  superfluous  to  point  out  the  deep 
need  which  the  natives  of  the  Company's  provinces  have  of, 
the  gospeL  All  who  have  had  personal  experience  of  the  Hin- 
dostan  character,  know  the  natives  of  India  to  be  sunk  in  the 
deepest  depravity,  and  their  intercourse  with  Europeans,  with 
the  knowledge  which  is  thereby  communicated  to  thefn,  have  a 
l^ural  tendency  to  increase,  insteadof  correctj^f  th«ir  wicke4% 
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Bess^  irt  ns;  far  as  all  history  proves,  that  the  increase  of  t now* 
Jedge^  nrlfss  accompanied  by  an  increase  oF grace,  rcmier s  men 
worse,  iui^tead  of  better.  And  though  the  British  gv>vernntenTS 
in  India  have  introduced  many  beneficial  iei>ulauons,  for  the 
tetter  adni'mistration  otju<itice  within  iheir  territories;  thouL:h 
tt>ey  be  acrnated  by  snch  principles  of  justice  and  niodcrat  on 
as  reflect  Inch  lionour  npon  tiic^  British  character,  so  tliBt  our 
IiKlian  territories  are  probably  l>etter, governed  thi'n  any  conn- 
try  in  i\sia,  —  yet,  uood  iu\\s  withont  good  nio|Mi?:,  uiuhl  pruv« 
nearly  iuefleetual  to  the  coniniunication,  even  of  i/-niporaI  ha|^ 
piness;  and  nothing  but  ihe  gospel  ot'oiir  Savit^ur  Jej>ns  Clirisl 
can  change  the  moral  disf)osition  of  man,  and  raise  liiiii  from 
tfie  death  of  sin  nnto  the  lite  of  righteousness. 

The  success  which  has  lately  atiended  the  Baptist  Missionaries 
ki  Bengal,  is  a  great  enccturagcment  to  further  exertions  in  tiiat 
qitarter.  It  proves  that  the  obstacle  to  the  conversion  <A  the 
natives,  arising  from  jittachment  to  cast,  is  by  no  means  so 
preat  as  was  originally  imagined.  It  appears  likeuise,  that 
God  is  opening  a  door  for  the  propagation  of  his  gospel  in  Bcu- 
g«tl,  in  a  wonderful  and  unexpected  manner. 

The  foundation  of  a  college  at  Fort  William  by  the  Marqois 
^Vellcsley,  w  another  circumstance  which  is  ravonrabie  to  ra:s- 
fionahr  exertions.  Jn  consef|iience  ot*  thiscstablishuient,  many 
looks' have  been  published  to  facilitate  the  stutry  of  the  lan- 
guages; and  more  are  in  the  press: — and  1  perhaps  do  not  ex- 
aggerate the  matter,  whtin  1  aver  that  a  missionary  who  shalt 
liow  proceed  to  Bengal,  may,  in  six  months,  make  ^s  great 
progress  in  the  languages  as  he  might  have  done  some  years 
ago  in  double  the  time. 

Enough  has,  I  hope,  been  said  to  prove,  not  only  that  a  mission 
lo  Bengal  is  highly  desirable,  bat  that  no  effort  should  bcleflf 
untried,  in  order  to  the  accomplishment  ot  it.  Above  all,wa 
ought  to  strive  with  the  Loid  in  art  prayer  and  supplication, 
amd  give  him  no  rest  till  he  remove  the  obstjcies  whicn  opposo 
themselves  to  the  spread  of  the  gospel  in  Hindostan,  — whe- 
ther these  obstacles  arise  from  the  want  of  zeal,  faith,  and  holy 
perseverance  of  the  proiessing  people  of  God  in  this  country, 
or  from  other  causes.  —  1  shall  now  suppose  all  obstacles  re- 
moved, and  proceed  to  offer  some  remarks  upon  the  plan  aud 
conduct  oF  a  Bengal  Mission. 

•  It  would,  I  conceive,  be  very  unadvi^able  to  send  out  a 
large  body  of  missionaries  in  the  first  instance,  as  was  done  in 
riie  miaeion  to  Otaheitc.  Some  solid  objections  offer  themselvef 
to  such  a  step. 

Where  many  labotirers  are  sent  out  at  one  time,  that  strict 
and  minute  seruthiy  into  the  character  and  views  ofeadiin- 
dividiiid,  which  is  so  necessary  to  the  success  of  all  missions, 
cannot  take  place;  and  it  were  sorely  superfluous  to  poiot  out  ^ 
what  a  btmdle  to  opposcrs^  and  blasphemers  the  ill  conduct 
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%f  only  btie  missionary  night  tiffoi-d^  and  ti'hat  incalcnlabk 
mischief  it  might  prodaee  ! 

The  number  of  missionaries  first  sent  otit,  sliould  not,  there* 
fore,  exceed  four  or  five ;  some  of  whom  ought,  I  conceive,  to 
be  married  men.    ^ 

Missionaries  who  g6  to  a  ctimate  like  that  of  BengaL 
ought  not  t6  be  far  advanced  in  life.  Men  of  sound  constitu^ 
tions,  who  are  rather  of  a  spare  habit  of  body,  are  the  best 
calculated  for  this  service. 

The  first  missionaries  sent  to  Bengal,  ought  to  be  fixed  ia 
•Calcutta,  if  possible :  but  if  unsurmountaUe  obstacles  should 
ODDOse  themselves  to  this,  they  might  reside  at  Chinsurah^ 
a  I)utch  settlement  on  the  banks  of  the  Hoogly,  a  few  mile^ 
distant  from  Calcutta  ;  in  which  case  one  or  two  of  the  mis* 
eionaries  should  be  natives  of  Hdland,  that  diey  might  be  use* 
ft!  to  their  own  coimtrymen  at  Chin^rah. 

If,  however,  the  missionaries  who  may  be  sent  from  thit 
'-cMHintry,  be  permitted  to  settle  in  Calcutta,  a  second  missioa 
mighty  with  good  eflfect,  be  sent  to  Chinsurah  by  the  Dutck 
.societies.  This  plan  of  a  double  mission  is  free  from  the  ob- 
jections which  lie  to  the  embarkation  of  a  considerable  numbei; 
of  labourers  at  one  time,  and  for  the  same  place. 

When  a  Ben^t  mission  was  in  agitation,  some  years  ago^ 
it  was  proposed  mat  the  missionaries  should  setde  at  Patna  or 
Benares.  This  was  injudicious;  for,  not  to  say  that  the  East 
India  Company  is  peculiarly  inimical  to  the  settlement  of  £u-» 
aropeans  in  the  interior  of  their  Indian  territories,  it  is  certain 
that  the  natives  of  the  internal  parts  of  Bengal  are  more 
tfirmly  attached  to  their  superstitions  and  prejudices  of  cant, 
than  the  inabitants  of  Calcutta  and  its  vicinity.  The  last  are 
consequently  better  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  gospel. 

Calcutta,  besides  its  Hindoo  and  Mussulman  inhabitants^ 
contains  many  native  Portuguezc,  and  not  a  few  Armenians  ; 
amongst  whom,  it  is  presumed,  a  door  might  be  opened  foe 
preaching  the  gospel.  Being  the  metropolis  of  the  British 
empire  in  India,  and  the  emporium  of  its  commerce,  it  is  vi- 
sited by  stransers  from  every  part  of  Hiudo^tan,  and  evei> 
from  Persia  and  Arabia.  Tliough  it  be  blessed  With  two  evan- 
gelical ministers  of  the  jestablishmeot,  yet  it  js  to  be  feared  that 
it  contains  a  multitude  of  Europeans  who  never  enter  a  place 
jof  worship,  and  nrho  need  religious  instruction  no  less  than  th^^ 
juntivet. 

Missionaries  w4io  intend  to  labour  amongst  tlie  Hincooa 
'  cf  the  prQvince  of  Bengal,  should  attain  a  knowledge  of  tbq 
^JShainscrit  and  Bengullee  tongues.  To  those  who  would  preach 
to  the  Mussulmans^  particularly  those  of  the  higher  class, 
a  knowledge  of  the  Arabian,  Persian,  and  Hindostany  Ian-* 
guages'is  requi^te*  As  one  individual  cannot  attain  a  com* 
petent  kfiov^iffdge  «f  so  many  languages,  it  seems  desirabie^  in 

*'•  ^-^ '  n     I 
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order  t6  the  formation  of  a  complete  mission  in  India,  that  whlS^ 
the  majority  of  the  missfonaries  turn  their  attention  to  the  Hin^ 
doos,  one  at  least,  or  two  of  their  nurnber,  should  study  the  tbree 
languages  last  mentioned,  and  attain  a  complete  knowledge  of 
the  Koran,  and  the  various  religious  dissentions  and  opkiioas 
uhich  have  obtained  amongst  the  followers  of  Mahommed. 
^y  tl)e^  means,  the  missionaries  will  be  able  effectually  te 
combat  and  expose  the  errorsj  of  ev^ry  description,  of  the  na* 
tives  of  Hin^pstan. 

Respecting  the  qualifications  of  the  missionaries,  I  have 
onlv  to  say,  that,  to  burning  zeal  for  the  slory  of  Ood, 
and  the  coDversion  of  souls  to  Christ,  they  should  acfd  good  oa> 
^tmral  parts,  and  considerable  attainments  in  general  knowledge. 
Placed  in  so  conspicuous  a  station,  it  is  important  that  mission- 
aries should  have  the  most  decided  superiority  over  the  most 
learned  natives ;  aqd  that  the  joint  weight  of  their  characten 
and  knowledge  should  put  to  silence  the  cavils  of  infidels  and 
^nsayers  among  their  own  countirymen  in  the  East.  Let  the 
men  then  who  mzj  be  selected  for  this  impoitant  and  honour- 
able service,  be  of  established  character ;  Lurning  and  shining 
lights  in  the  churches  of  Christ. 

The  writer  of  this  |>aper  laments  that,  wanting  the  pen  of 
a  ready  writer,  be  is  unable  to  do  greater  justice  to  such  a  sub- 
ject, and  thus  to  rouse  the  compassionate  feelings  of  Chris- 
tians for  the  deplorabie  state  of  50,000,000  of  his  fellow-crea- 
iures.  He  tfaereture  intreats  all  the  servanu  of  God,  into 
.whose  hands  these  observations  kuay  fall,  to  make  np  for  hu 
incapacity  by  the  fervency  of  their  prayers.  Let  the  Christian 
reader  enter  into  his  closet,  and  earnestly  pray  to  the  Father 
0f  Lights,  diat  he  will  be  pleased  to  stir  up  tlie  minds  of  bis 
servants  in  this  country,  $q  exert  themselves  with  prudence 
and  zeal  in  dm  blessed  cause.  If  such  prayers  be  ofTered  up 
in  faith,  tliey  shall  not,,  they  cannot  be  in  vain ;  they  may  be 
1^  means  of  saving  much  people.  Tali  a. 


ON  SPIRITUAL  GIFTS, 
[An  Extract  fram  Dn  Owen.] 

Sir,  To  the  Editor. 

Jji%  I  was  inuch  pleased  with  the  insertion  of  the  extract  ftom  Mr.  Kowt. 

in  your  Number  for  September,  I  am  induced  to  hope  othere  may  be  »• 

with  the  following  extract  from  the  eminently  great  and  pious  Dr. 

•■    9?^eo ;  which  seems  equally  suited  to  the  pi^sent  times  of  the  Church, 

Yoursi  Sec.  J.  B« 

Speaking  of  Spiritual  Gifts^  he  says,  ^*  Thos  it  ever  was, 
tvkd  ever  will  ba  in  tha  cburch  of  God>  tli§t  som«  have  better 
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^fts  than  otherii.  As  the  whole  church  is  hence  to  learn  to  ac- 
<juiesce  in  the  sovereignty  of  "  the  Spirit  of  God,  who  dividetb' 
to  every  man  severally  as  he  willeth,"  so  those  who  have  re- 
ceived these  better  guts,  either  in  their  special  nature,  or  de- 
grees of  usefulness^  have  some  duties  singularly  incumbent 
on  them,  whose  discharge  will  be  required  at  their  hands ; 
such  as, 

1.  To  walk  humbly,  with  a  constant  care  that  a  sense  of 
their  gifts  and  abilides  do  not,  in  their  minds,  puff  them  up; 
fill  them  with  conceits  of  themselves,  as  though  they  were 
somewhat,  and  so  make  them  exalt  themselves  above  their, 
brethren.  Indeed,  it  is  a  very  hard  and  dUficult  matter  for 
men  totally  to  suppress  those  insinuations  of  a  good  con- 
ceit of  themselves,  and  preferring  themselves  above  others, 
which  gifts  singular  in  their  use  and  kind  will  suggest.  Neither 
will  it  be  effected  without  a  constant  exercise  oi  grace.  For 
this  cause  the  apostle  would  not  have  a  novice  called  to  the 
ministry,  or  public  exercise  of  Scripture  gifts,  *'  lest  he  be  puffed 
up  with  pride,  and  fall  into  the  condemnation  of  the  DeviL" 
Afflictions  and  temptations  are,  for  the  most  part,  a  needful 
balance  for.  eminent  gifts ;  and  if  we  reckon  aright,  those  of 
us  whose  gifts  are  interior  to  other  men,  provided  we  use  and 
improve  what  we  have  received  to  the  best  advantage,  we  have 
no  reason  to  envy  those  whose  gifts  outshine  ours ;  /or  if  they 
are  gracious,  they  have  work  enough  cut  out  for  ihem,to  keep 
them  watchful  over  themselves  unto  humility ;  where  yet  it  is 
to  be  feared  that  things  do  not  always  so  well  succeed;  but  that, 
by  sinful  surprisals  and  self-elating  imaginations,  there  is  work 
made  for  repentance  and  trouble.  Yea,  he  \v  ho  is  eminently 
gifted,  if  he'be  not  in  proportion  eminently  l\umble,  hath  but 
an  unquiet  life  within  doors :  and  if  such  a  person  be  not  truly 
gracious,  he  is  in  the  ready  way  ^'  to  fall  into  the  condemna  ; 
tion  of  the  Devil."  Such  a  person  is  a  prdjr  to  every  tempta'] 
tion,  and  will  also  seduce  himself  into  ml  evil. 

2.  As  it  is  required  of  such  persons  to  be  humble,  so  also  ia 
an  especial  manner,  to  be  thankful.  The  things  wliereof  they 
are  partakers  are  gifts ;  and  not  to  be  thankful  foi  gifts,  is  the 
most  gross  ingratitude. 

S.  A  fruitfulness  proportionable  unto  the  excellency  of  their 
gifts,  is  expected  of  persons  thus  eminently  endowed. 

He  who  had  received  five  talents,  was  not  only  obliged  to 
trade  with  them,  but  to  get  five  talents  more.  The  increase  of 
one  or  two  talents,  would  not  have  answered  his  obligations :  To 
whom  much  is  given,  not  somewhat,  but  much  is  required. 
The  hiding  of  many  talents  is  a  sin,  whereof  there  is  no  men- 
tion in  the  scriptjure  :  it  is  a  sin  that  hath  an  ei^ovmjty  in  it  not 
to  be  supposed ;  and  those  who  may  be  concerned  in  it,  Ojaght 
to  tremble  with  the  apprehension  of  their  danger.  Our  Lord 
i$  comia£>  m^  ftla&!  thesre  is  none  of  us  who  have  traded  with 
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Ilis  taleBt  86  we  onght  to  have  dote.  W*  ho96  that.  In  bto 
infinite  mercy  and  compassiotit  be  will  spare  ana  pttrdoni,  ami 
accept  of  that  little  which  we  have  laboured  after  in  sinceri^; 
but,  in  the  mean  time,  We  ought  always  to  consider,  that  la. 
hour  and  fruitfulness  ought  tO  be  prop<Htidned  to  what  w«  hav*^ 
Received." 


BIBLICAL  CRITICISM. 

4niwheH*he  king  came  in  to  tee  the  guests,  4rc.— Matt.  xxii.  II. 

The  Persians,  "  in  circumstances  of  grief  or  joy,  visit  each 
Otherwith  great  attention  J-  which  is  a  tribute  of  duty  always 
vdxpected  from  persons  of  mferior  condition,  especially  if  they 
are  dependant.  The  guests  are  ushered  into  a  large  room,  and 
served  with  coffee  and  tobacco.  After  some  time,  the  master 
«>f  the  house  enters ;  and  his  visitors,  rising  to  receive  him,  cont 
tmue  standing  till  he  has  passed  through  the  whole  company 
and  paid  his  respects  to  each  ;  he  then  takes  his  seat,  an^  by 
signs,  permits  them  to  be  also  seated  ♦."  In  the  parable  now 
referred  to,  the  circumstances  of  which  may  be  reasonably 
supposed  conformable  to  existing  customs,  it  is  evidently  im- 
plied.  That  the  guests  were  collected  together  previous  to  the 
aj)pearance  of  the  king,  who  came  in  to  see  the  guests.   So  also 

"  u"j5*'^*  ^^'  ^°  *  ®''"''*'"  pa'-aWe,'itissai<C"Whenthoa 
art  bidden,  go  and  sit  down  in  the  lowest  room,  that  when  he 
that  barjej^ee  Cometh,  he  may  say  unto  thtee.  Friend,  go  up 
higher.  1  his  unquestionably  confirms  the  application  of  the 
Persian  ceremony  to  the  parable  first  cited.  It  may  just  be 
further  ob^rved,  that  in  the  last-mentioned  passage,  it  seem* 
as  It  It  had  been  the  prevaiUng  practice  of  the  master  of  the 
^ouse  "  to  pass  through  the  guests,  and  paj  his  respects  to  each 
ptthem,    as  was  certainly  the  c^se  ia  Pereia. 

♦  Goldsmitk's  Geography,  page  »t6. 

To  tie  Editor, 

Sit, 

In  reading- the  prophecy  of  Jeremiah,  1  have  fdnnd  con, 
$iderable  darkness  upon  the  face  of  that  expression,  "  O  Lord, 
thon  hast  deceived  me,  and  I  was  deceived  *.»*  It  certainly 
cannot  be  intended  to  convey  an  idea  that  there  is  deceit  (in 
the  present  acceptation  of  the  word)  in  God;  for,  as  to  God, 
his  ways  are  perfect,  and  there  is  no  unrighteousness  in  him  :•* 
fn^^tj  when  J  consider,  the  industry  of  the  cnepv  pf  spok 
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of  infiidel  men^  and  of  the  depravky  of  my  own  heart  iQ  wrest-^ 
ing  aside.  Scripture^  and  so  preventing  tu^  right  ways  of  tbm 
L«ord,  I  found  it  necessary  to  seek  for  liglu  upon  the  passage, 

Mr.  Parkhurst  gives  the  following  signifi cations  to  tb« 
word,  there  rendered^  to  dsceite.  **  To  draw  aside^  or  with- 
draw;—to  entice,  or  seduce,  to  evil;  —  to  entice^  or  per- 
suade, to  good."  Several  foreign  translations  which  I  aiet 
with,  use  the  latter  idea ;  and  the  excalksnt  Martin,  of  Utrech^ 
reads  the  passage  thus  :•<-«-  ^^  O  Lord^  thou  hast  attracted  m^ 
jind  I  was  attracted  ;**  then  comments  upon  it  in  these  words  i 
♦^-  "  It  is  the  power  of  grace  which  alone  attracts  souls  tp  God« 
Jeremiah  here  particularly  alludes  to  the  power  of  th^tcall,  b/ 
which  he  was,  as  it  were,  attracted  and  drawn  to  the  workoif 
the  ministry,  which  he  exercised  amidst  so  many  dxfiiciiluei 
and  contradictions  f.** 

If,  Sir,  you  deem  the  above  calculated  (o  ^ve  that  satlsfaC'^ 
^ion  to  others,  which  it  has  to  pay  ouad,  your  insertion  of  iX 
ftriU  oblige 

•f  Jeremiah  i.  tf. 


THB  DANGER  OF  INFIDELITV. 


Thb  tendency  of  any  doctrine  goes  far  towards  proving 
whether  it  be  of  God  or  not.  The  Lord,  is  a  God  of  iiolinest, 
and  cannot  encQuxage  wickedness ;  the  Bible  Is  a  holy  bookj^ 
and  the  salvation  it  proposes  is  a  holy  salvation ;  all  its  doc« 
trines  tend  to  lay  restraint  on  the  passions  oF  men.  The  doc- 
trine of  Universal  Salvation  tends  to  take  off  those  restraints, 
and  to  open  the  flood-gates  of  iniquity :  it  therefore  proves  it- 
self not  of  G6d. 

I  was  acquainted  with  a  person,  who  died  a  few  years  sihcc^ 
firho  in  health  disbelieved  the  divinity  of  Christ,  and  beiieved 
|iiat  all  ^en  will  be  saved.  I  had  frequent  disputes  with  him. 
on  this  subject.  I  told  himy  that  though  he  might  be  satisfied 
with  his  scheme  in  health,  it  would  fail  him  in  the  near  view 
pf  death.  He  had  a  few  mqnths  before  been  very  sick;  I  re- 
minded him  of  his  sickness,  and  asked  him.  Whether  be  was 
then  satisfied  with  his  principles,  and  was  willing  to  die  by 
fhem?  He  said  he  was  not;  but  was  much  distressed  in  his 
mind,  lest  they  should  not  prove  true; ^ but  that  now  he  wa$ 
well  confirmed  in  his  sentiments,  and  was  willing  to  die  by 
them.  I  told  him,  it  was  altogether  probable  be  would  change 
his  mind  when  he  came  to  look  death  in  the  face ;  and  that 
^  he  had  made  one  trial,  and  found  no  comfort  in  the  principles 
be  had  embraced,  he  would  act  a  wise  part  to  renounce  them. 
«^d  ^eavow  Uk  feffilw  hoji^  9B  a  m^^  Hun  l^is«    ile  siitt 
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persisted  in  his  error.     Soon  after  this,  he  was  visited  irith 
sickness ;  doriog  which  time  I  freqoemly  visited  him  :  b«t  his 
confidence  was  shaken.    As  his  disease  incresKsed^  his  fears  were 
more  alarmed*    He  now  did  not  find  that  evidence  in  sOpport 
of  his  doctrine  which  he  thought  he  did  befc^^  He  frequeiitlj 
asked,  with  earnest  solicitode^  ^^  What  can  I  do  ?  I  mast  relin- 
qtrish  the  hope  of  all  mankind  being  saved ;   and  as  1  have 
never  become  holy^  bnt  depended  on  being  saved  in  mj  arts, 
I  can  have  no  hope  in  the  mercv  of  God.    As  for  Jesus  Christ, 
r  know  him  not,  and  cannot  believe  his  divinity  ;—£  therefore 
cannot  embrace  him  as  God-man  Mediator.     1  can  only  hope 
in  God*s  mercy,  without  re^rd  to  an  atonement.*'— He  wa» 
told  that  God  displayed   his  mercy  in  sating  sinners    only 
Ihroaeh  Jes^s  Christ,  as  the  great  atoning  sacrifice  ;  and  that, 
out  ot  Christ,  he  was  a  consuming  fire.     He  then  said  he  could 
have  no  hope.-   ''  But,  O  ?'  said  4>e,  **  whither  shall  I  fly,  or 
what  can  /  dof**  He  was  indeed  a  most  pitiable  object,— 
His  eyes  seemed  toToll  in  anguish,  terror  took  hold  upon  hi]D> 
the  view  c^  a  holy  God  filled  him  with  distress ;  he  kept  call- 
ing on  all  about  him  for  help ;  hi^  strength  failed  him,  bat  his 
fears  became  greater  and  greater,  without  any   sensible  alter- 
lotion,  till  he  expired.   I  shall  only  a'cfd,  it  is  a  miserable  scheme 
^f<loctrine  which  encourages  a  sinful  life,  and  will  yield  no  ra- 
tional comfort  in  the  solemn  hour  of  death. 


SCRIPTURE  ANTIDOTE  FOR  POPULAR  FEARS. 

'   Sir,  To  the  Editor. 

Conversing  this  evening  with  a  few  female  friends,  upon  the  subject  of 
the  expected  Invasion,  I  found  my  companions  (most  of  whom,  I 
hope,  arc  partakers  of  the  gi ace  of  God)  almost  weighed  down  under 
the  pressure  of  their  fears ;  and  anxiously  enquiring,  if  the  French 
•Iiould  come,  whither,  ah  whither !  must  we  fly  ?  —  Upon  my  re- 
turn home,  the  topic  still  dwelling  upon  my  rnind^  I  sat  down  with  my 
Bible  in  my  hand,  and  turned  to  Prov.  xviii.  xo,  "  The  name  of  the 
Lord  b  a  strong  tower  ;  the  righteous  runneth  into  it,  and  is  safe.^  As 
the  reflections  suggested  to  my  mind  from  this,  passage  contriboted 
greatly  to  the  peace  of  my  own  bosom,  I  am  not  without  hppcs  that, 
if  you  should  deem  them  worthy  of  a  place  in  your  Miscellany ,  they 
may  have  a  similar  efl*ect  upon  some  of  my  sisters  in  the  gospel. 

Sandmch.  Yours,  &c.         E.  T. 

That  the  name  of  the  Lord,  in  this  place,  signifies  his  At- 
tributes, is,  and  I  believe,  generally  acknowledged  2  that  the 
righteous  persons  described,  are  not  those  who  are  naturally  or 
inherently  righteous  (where,  alasl  are  such  to  be  found  ?)  bat 
rather  those  who  arc  clothed  ^ilh  the  iippuied  iighieousiieii 
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cf  Christ,  and  sanctified,  in  part  at  least,  by  his  Spirit,  h  a 
truth,  which  none  who  know  the  joyful  sonnd  of  the  gospei^ 
fliad  are  acquainted  with  themseives,  will,  I  am  persuaded^ 
deny :  and,  surely,  if  these  characters  are  ever  called  upon  to 
meditaDe  upon  such  a  text  as  this,  and  take  the  comfort  it  offers 
riiieiii,  it  is  in  a  moment  of  danger  and  apprehension  like  the 
pceseaC  And  what  comfort  does  it  not  ofier  ?  To  what  fear  is  it 
Bot  a  sovereign  antidote  i  '*  The  French,**  cries  one,  ^*  will  cer- 
tainly coBie  i"*  *The  French,'  re-echoes  another,  *  will  assuredly 
nMke  an  attempt,  at  least !  1  verily  believe  they  intend  ic' 
Come  then,  my  Christian  friends;  let  us  fiee  unto  our  God ;  *-« 
let  lis  get  away  into  our  high  tower,  and  then  let  them  employ- 
all  their  battering  en^nes.  They  shall  never  annoy  us,  lor  iba 
fiMX  of  our  defence  is  the  Munition  of  Rocks  J  *^  Ah !  but,''  saj 
aoBiiey  ^'  however  you  may  treat  tlie  subject,  there  is  great  causa 
to  be  cast  down  and  dismayed  f*  Wby  so  ?  ^*  The  enemy  mm 
mighty  l**  True;  but  Jehovah  is  almighty:  he  dalh  jisiie 
pleaseth  in  the  armies  of  Heaven,  a«d  amuQg  the  inhabitants  of 
the  eaith :  and  betbre  hiai  jUI  the  armies  of  France,  all  the 
armies  of  tlie  world,  are  but  as  a  company  of  grasshoppecsJ 
'^  But  they  are  very  numerous  i**  Admitted  ^  but  the  cbai  iots'of 
God  are  twenty  thousands,  even  tliou sands  of  angels;  and  be 
lyho,  when  upon  earth,  could  have  called  twelve  legions  cf 
.angels  to  his  own  assistance,  can  be  in  no  want  of  instrumenis 
to  send  to  ours*  1^^  therefore,  we  are  the  people  of  God,  mooe 
are  they  that  are  with  us,  than  those  that  ajie  with  them.  *'  But 
the  French  Consul  seems  to  have  ati  juveterate  etimity  against 
the  English  nation;  and  is  determined,  if  possible,  to  over« 
throw  it!"  I  believe  he  is;  but  if  God  be  for  us,  whocan^ 
(successfully)  be  against  us  f  ^'  But  the  sins  of  our  nation  ccj 
aloud  for  vengeance  !**  True,  my  brother',  my  sister,  they  do,  — f 
and  so  did  yours  and  mine ;  and  we  have  nothing  to  say  whj 
judgment  should  not  take  place,  and  we  be  sent  to  Hell  z  yet 
Goo  spared  ua,  and  said  unto  us.  Live ;  not  because  we  deserved 
hJamenciful  regard,  but  because  he" is  *'tthe  Lord,  the  Lord  God, 
merciful  and  giacious,  long  sutTcring,  and  abundant  in  good- 
ness and  truth  /*  and  for  tlie  same  reason  it  is  that  England  has 
hitherto  been  a  spared,  and  not  a  destroyed  nation.  But  Bona^ 
parte  appears  to  nave  been  a  scourge,  in  the  hand  of  God,  to 
punish  some  countries,  and  may  be  appointed  so  to  this !  It 
is  possible,  it  is  to  he  feared ;  but  even  then,  if  we  are  the 
Lord's,  they  that  trust  in  him  are  as  Mount  Zion,  which  can- 
not be  removed,  but  standeth  fast  for  ever.  *'  Well ;  but  afte^ 
ail,  if  the  French  should  come,  whither  piust  we  fly  V  ThI? 
text  returns  an  answer,  ^^  The  name  of  the  Lord  is  a  strong 
tower  ;  the  righteous  runneth  into  it,  and  are  safe/'  *  But  tlie 
soldiers  will  destroy  ail  our  property !'  I'hey  cannot  reach  it. 
|f  we  are  Christians,  our  treasure  is  ib  Heaven,  where  we  hav^ 
/'  §4  bou^e  uot  made  with  hands^  an  inheritance  incorfuptible^ 
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vndefiled,  and  that  fadetb  not  awav.*'  *  But,  perhaps,  dicy  wiH 
kill  us !'  Our  bodies  they  may ;  but  our  Lord  has  directed  «f 
not  to  fear  those  who  can  only  do  this ;  and  beside,  do  we 
{HTofess  to  believe  that  the  time  and  manner  of  our  death  is  SfH 
pointed  by  our  Heavenly  Father,  and  shall  we  dar€  to  cavil 
at  bis  divine  will,  if  he  should  em{)Ioy  the  sword  of  an  eoemj, 
father  than  commission  a  fever^  or  an  asthma,  as  his  messenger 
So*  call  us  to  himself?  But,  as  women  especially,  we  have 
veason,  in  such  an  event,  to  dread  outrages  a  thousand  times 
worse  than  death  i  At  this  thought,  more  than  any  other, 
any  sisters  in  the  Lord,  my  sou),  in  cooainon  with  yours,  shod' 
dters  I  yet  allow  me  to  say,  I  firmly  believe,  that  the  God  wfaom 
me  serve,  virill.  never  saffer  such  dreaded  violence  to  befall  those 
vho  trust  in  him  ;  But  even,  for  a  moment,  let  us  admit  diis 
Aoagkt,  tliat  the  horrid  atrocLt;ies  we  have  read  of  in  forei^. 
isDuntries  should  be  repeated  here,  ^-  yet  no  violence  can  forea 
the  consent  of  our  wills,  or  sully  the  purity  of  our  minds. 

•To  conclude :  Permit  me  to  suggest,  to  mv  female  readers  in 
Mftkrular,  one  mean  of  preparation  whicn,  in  this  time  of 
{amiable  and  general  exertion,  seems  to  fall  properly  within 
WNT  sphere,  and  to  claim  our  immediate  attention  :  —  it  is  this: 
Let  us  talvc  the  word  of  God  in  our  hands,  and  retire  lo  oar 
aiosejts;  and  there,  in  the  sight  of  an  beart-searching  Grod,  ex* 
MBHie  whether  we  are  prepared  for  death,  judgment,  and  ecer* 
■ky:  in  other  words,  whether  we  are  individually  interested 
in  the  metits  and  righteousness  of  a  dear  Redeemer.  If  we 
liave  reason,  on  an  impartial  scrutiny,  to  fear  we  are  not,  O  fet 
,  fis  not  lose  a  moment !  .but  fly,  instantly  fly,  to  the  hope  set 
i^foiie  us  in  the  gospel,  as  the  only  ci^  of  refuge  where  we  caa 
i>e  safe.  But  if  Conscience,  enlightened  by  the  word  of  God, 
testifies  that  we  are,  let  us  no  longer  dishonour  our  almighty 
Protector  by  our  despondins  fears.  If  we  are  hJs,  we  may 
iKildly  bid  defiance  to  all  the  hosts  of  France,  and  of  HeU; 
(or  not  one  who  trusted  in  God  was  ever  confounded* 

Am  I  accused  of  coldness,  or  indifference  i  Mo,  my  Aieads  ^ 
I  love  my  King/— I  bless  God, — and  I  value  the  Briti^  Con- 
stitution, for  my  civil  and  religious  privileges.  I  love  my 
coiintry  with  a  patriot^s  warmth ;  but,  above  all,  I  love  my  God; 
and  would  confide  in  his  promises  and  his  tried  protection!-^ 
Be  it  pur  part,  as  children  of  the  Most  High,  to  use  aH  our  owp 
influence,  and  to  call  in  all  the  assistance  of  our  great  Advocate 
and  Intercessor  at  a  throne  of  grace,  for  the  preservation  and 
prosperity  of  our  cotmtry  and  our  King !  and  let  us  take  en- 
couragement from  the  thought,  Uiat  had  there  been  in  Sodom 
only  ten  praying  characters,  that  guilty  land  Jhad  been  spared : 
nvhereas,  there  are,  we  doubt  not,  at  this  moment,  in  Britain, 
vastly  more  than  ten  thousand  ^uch ;  and  while  we  do  thi^ 
let  us  not  forget  to  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  who  hath  delivered^ 
vbo  doth  deliver,  and  in  whom  we  will  cheerfully:  confide  diaC- 
|1«  will  suU  delivei:; 
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ifeverihehss,  ihc  foundation  of  God  %tandctk  iure^  having  thU 
seal,  the  L^rd  kuoweth  them  that  are  his ;  and  let  every  on^' 
that  nameth  the  name  of  Christ  depart  fivm  iniquity. ^-^ 

S  Tim.  ii.  19* 
These  words  refer  to  that  welWcnown  metaphor^  in  which 
the  church  of  Christ  is  compared  to  a  building.  In  allusion  to 
the  number  of  its  members^  it  is  frequently  represented  as  a 
city :  in  allusion  to  the  sacred  services  for  which  it  is  designed^ 
it  is  sometimes  called  a  Holy  Temple.  In  both  c^es,  the  se- 
curity of  the  whole  most  be  considered  as  depending  on  th« 
foundation. 

The  foundation  of  God  is  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  ^'  Other 
foundations  can  no  man  lay  than  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jesus 
Christf."  To  him  all  who  are  born  of  God  come,  '^  as  unto  a 
living  stone ;  disallowed  indeed  of  men,  but  chosen  of  God,  and 
precious^,**  And  they  are  built  upon  the  foundation  of  the 
-  Apostles  and  Prophets,  Jesus  Christ  himself  being  the  founda- 
tion comcr-stone§.'' 

The  comfortable  truth,  to  which  our  attention  here  is  chiefly  * 
directed,  is  the  stability  of  this  foundation.  This  truth  is  stated 
by  the  Apostle,  for  the  encouri^ment  of  the  Christain  while 
surrounded  with  difficulties,  humbled  under  a  sense  of  his  own. 
weakness  and  corruption,  and  alarmed  by  the  inconstancy  and 
tt"eachery  of  false  brethren,  Refe^rine  to  all  these  circmn-^ 
stances,  he  triumphantly  says,  '^  Nevertheless,  the  foundation, 
of  God  standeth  sure*  It  is  sure,  because  God  hath  esta- 
blished it.  ^*  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  Behold  I  lay  in  Zion  for  a 
foundation,  a  stone,  a  tried  stone,  a  precious  comer-stone,  a 
sure  foundation  :  he  that  beliveth  shall  not  tnake  haste  H."  It 
18  ^re,  because  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God,  is  the 
substance  of  it.  *'  He  is  the  rock ;  his  work  is  perfect ;  for  aDL 
his  ways  are  judgment :  aGorf  of  truth  and  without  iniquity, 
just  and  right  is  he'^f .  The  instability  of  other  foundations 
displays,  by  a  striking  contrast,  the  unparallellediexcellence  of 
the  foundation  of  God.  Accordingly,  when  God  declares  the 
establishment  of  his  foundation,  he  adds  his  determination  to 
destroy  every  thing  which  men  may  attempt  to  put  in  its  place* 
'^  Judgment  also  will  I  lay  to  the  hne,  and  righteousness  to  the 
plummet,  and  the  bail^ail  sweep  away  the  refuge  of  lies,  and 
the  waters  shall  overflow  the  hiding-place  **.  "  These  mei), 
who  reject  the  counsel  of  God  against  tfaemsclves^  who  refuse 
to  build  upon  his  foundation,  and  who  go  about  to  lay  an  un« 
%rarranted  one  of  their  own,  j&ay  deceive  both  them^lTes  and 

tl^xii.10,     ttCor.  iiuu.     $xpct.  ii.4»      ||  Ocut« nt!i, 4* 
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Others  with  the  appearance,  for  a  time,  of  eminent  rigIiCeon»» 

Dess  ;  but  in  the  juW  Judgnoent  of  Goi,  tiiey-  are  often  left  to 

discover  even  in  this  world  their  r«al  character.     They  become 

HUcf  tjae  ciiuS  which  the  wind  drivenh  away.    Thty  are  clouds 

wttkout  water,    carried  •  about  of  wtods;    trees  whos^   firait 

wkhevctb  f  without  ivait,  twice  dead^  plucked  up  by  die  vomim  ; 

Sluing  wave^  of  the  sea,  foaming  out  their  own  shame  ;  wan- 

^ciiAg  fttafs,  to  whom  is  ieseL*v;ea  tha  Uackness  of  darkaess  for 

cvex  ♦.'*  ^'  Nevertbeleas,  the  foundation  of  God  staodetb  mif^ 

%nd  Mre  hav«  a  ^troEg  consolation,  who  have  fled  for  refuge  to 

lay  baU  upon  the  hope  »et  before  us."  Amidst  all  the  risings  ^f 

IDward  corruption  ;  amidst  all  the  ltemptation»  aud  ofilkHinnfi 

l^hich.  abound  in  the  world  around  u»^»  in  the  view  of  tb«0e 

solemn  scenes  that  are  connected  with  death,  judguaealj  ami 

^t6raity>— we  may  remain  in  a  state  of  tranquillity,  and  iojfiilly 

fay,  ^  The  Lord  liveth ;  and  blessed  be  my  rock  :  aaa  let  tiie 

God  of  oay  salvatioa  be  ex^iUcd  f**^  How  anjunating  and  traas^ 

porting  is  sucli  a  situation !  well  m^y  they  who  are  placed  in  it 

say  with  the  psalmist,  *'  1  will  sing  of  the  mercies  of  the  Loid 

jor  ever  :  with  my  moutii  will  I  make  known  thy  faithfulaess 

to  all  generations-   For  1  have  said,  mercy  shall  be  built  up  Ibc 

fver:  uiv  ^ithfulness  shalt  thou  establish  in  the  very  heavef^'* 

As  aoditional. encouragement  thc^  foundation  of  God  is  said 

to  have  this  seal,  ^^  Tlie  Lord  koeweth  fhem  that  are  his ;.  and 

let  every  one  th^t  moneth  the  name  of  Christ  depart  firom  ioi- 

f,uity»'*  The  se^l  is  the  double  inscription  here  mentioBeiL 
t  is  called  a  seal,  because  it  is  supposed  to  be  engraven  upra 
^he  foundation,  like  the  engraving  of  a  seaL  A  t^qi^dation* 
stone,  with  an  inscription  engravoQ  on  it,  is^  both  a  oongruoss 
1^  an  obi:ioua  figure,  and  i^  by  no  means  unknown  in  Sari|^ 
^ire.  Thu^  ^'  4^  the  wall  ot  tlie  city  had  twelve  fooadb^ 
4)on8  i  and  in  them  (that  is,  engraven  in  them)  the  names  of  tbo 
iwelve  Apostles  and  of  the  Lamb  y  But  the  inscripUon  cui  the 
^uud^atjon  of  God  may  be  called  a  seal,  not  merely  becausa 
the  Egure  alludes  to  tlie  manner  in  whi<^  a  seal  is  eagravsn, 
tm^cndcfly  because  the  inscription  Itself  actually  answers  tbe 
purposes  of  a  ^cal.  A  seal  is  used  to  ratify  a  deeply  and  to  se- 
cure property.  It  i»  a  pledge  to  the  person  to  ,wbom  tbe  ioi'* 
pression  of  it  is  ^iven,  and  a  mark  by  wbjch  all  may  perceifd 
if)  whom  tlxe  th^g  that'.is  sealed  belongs.  Thus  we  see  men 
aflixiDg  tlicir  seal  to  any  deed  which  tbqy  e^^eeute  by  way.of 
covenant,  or  charter ;.  and  affixing  Uieir  seal,  or  (which  is  the 
same  thing)  theic  u\ark  upon  tbe^r  good^^  thfif  cattle,  and 
i;hcir  slaves,  that  ihiJMi  things  m^y,  at  all  times>  apd  in  every 
place,  be  known  to  b<  tfe^irs  ^  and  may  never  he  losl^  ot  coa* 
&unJed  with   the  jpropeitx  vl  .V^i^'^     JUf^  ^^  nd^h  i^ 


X 
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In^aveiionthfefoaadittion  of  God^  ]»;ased  fbnthe  snire  inl- 
portant  purposes  ;  and  is  admirably  adapted  completdy  to  an- 
swer them.  The  enffi-nving  of  it  upon  the  foundation^  is  a 
jproofy  that  the  founoadon  "itself  beloageth  to  God«— thatine 
mth'laid  it^^ — ^and  that  be  warranto  its  stability.  Bud  the  seal 
r^ferd  not  to  the  foundation  aioue*  All  who  are  buik  upon 
the  foundation  are  mouMed  upon  tiie^eal^  and  rec^ve  its  im- 
pression; and  this  impression  is  to  them  a  pledge  that  God  owils 
them  as  belonging  to  his  foundation,  ana  that  he  will  nerer 
suffer  them  tb  oe  separated  from  it^  or  to  be  coniidmided  vrith 
the  rest  of  the  children  of  men.  These  truths  are  expressfar 
taught  in  Scripture.  Of  the  foundation  it  is  said,  ^^  Him  hatn 
■Crod  the  Father  sealed  *."  Of  those  whb  are  built  upoa  this 
foundation,  it  is  said,  *^  Now  he  which  stablished  us  with  ypu 
in  Christ,  and  hath  aiiointed  us,  is  God :  who  hath  also  seated 
tis,  tmd  given  the  earnest  of  the  Spirit  in  pur  hearts  f.  ^ain, 
**In  whom  also  having  believjsd,  ye  were  sealed  .with  that  iioly 
«iritof  promise,  which  is  theearneBt  of  oar  inheritance  until 
the  redemption  ^f  the  pmrchased  possessioft,  unto  the  ptrabe  of 
•his  glory  {*♦.  , 

Such  are  the  purposes  to  which  diis  seal  is  applied*  Its 
fitness  fof  aASwerlng  these  purposed,  appearg  from  the  inscrip<- 
Ikxns  of  which  it  consists.  *'  The  first  is.  The  Lord  knoweth  them 
that  are  bis :"  or,  as  some  render  it,''  tiie  Lord  will  make  knoivn 
them  that  are  his."  According  to  this  i^endeiing,'  the  Apoatieib 
thought  to  allude  to  where  the  Scptuagiut  has  the  very  words 
here  used  by  tb€  apostle ;  and  where  Moses,  speaking  to  Korah 
and  his  company,  says^"  the  Ix)rd  will  shew  who  are  his.** 
In  like  manner,  the  second,  '^  And  let  every  one  that  nameth 
the  name  of  Chrifit  depart  from  iniqiuity/'  is.  thought  to  be  an 
allusion  to  the  command  which  Moses  gav6  to  the  Israelites^ 
**  Depart  from  tlie  lents  of  these  wicked  mexi  %J'  The.  o[>posi- 
tion  of  the  heretical  teachers  to  the  apostfeVwas  as  real  a  rebel- 
lion against  God,  as  the  opposition  of  Korah  and.  his  company 
to  Moses.  The  apostfe  nccordlngiy  anriouiices,  that  a  vSble 
distinction  should  be  ma^e  between  the  opposite  parties  ntid 
punishment  inflicted  on  the  guiltjr,  in  the^onc  ca<<e  as  well  ife 
in  the  other  ;  and  he  warn*  the  foithful,  that  it  was  as  neces- 
^ry4o  their  saf^tjr  -  that  they  should  depart  from  the  heretical 
teachers,  as  it  was  to  the  safety  of  the  Israelites  that  Uiey 
should  depart  from  the  tents  of  Korah  and  his  company. 

That*this  view  of, the  fi^assage  is  agreieable  to  the  ApOstleV 
^toctrine  oji^.^edubject,  i^.evident  troA  other  parts  of  his  writ^ 
in^«  ^^  There  must  ako  .be  heresies  among  you,  that  the/ 
frigid]  are  approved  m^  be  ma^e  n^9,^ust  amvng.  you.'' 
^ainj  after  describing  £a]ise  teaqhers,  similaj||  to  those  whom  he 

♦  folm  ti,  ^f,  t  ■  *  Cor.i.  »i,  «..  %  Bph-  i*  isl 

*•  I'.       ^        ^  SasMafkaightcrtithftphjcc. 

3  Ya  n        T 
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had  already  named  to  Timothy^  he  says  '^irdm  mdk 
away  *.'* 

But  whether  we  attend  to  the  particalar  allnsion  in  these 
iascriptions>  or  consider  merely  tneir  general  import,  tbetr 
£tness  for  sealing  the  true  servants  of  God  must  appear.  By 
the  former,  the  certainty  of  their  salvation  is  connrmed  ;  for 
none  can  be  lose  whom  the  Lord  knoweth^  and  will  mmke 
known  to  be  his.  By  the  latter^  they  are  tai^ht  how  thej 
must  ^ive  diligence  to  make  their  calling  and  election  '^  sure ; 
for  without  holinedS,  do  man  shall  see  the  Lord.**  The  former 
relates  to  the  purpose  of  God  :  the  latter,  to  the  way  in  which 
that  purpose  is.  eflfected*      The  former  is  a  general  security 

S ranted  to  a  certain  body  of  men :  the  latter  is  b  particular  evi- 
enqe,  which  discovers  and  ascertains  the  individuals  who  be- 
long to  that  body.  The  two  taken  together  shew  the  beautiful 
connexion  between  the  cause  and.  the  effect ;  between  the 
bidden  love  of  God  from  eternity,  and  the  consequent  display 
^f  it  in  the  subjects  of  his  grace.  They  express^  in  a  conctsfe 
manner,  that  glorious  chain  of  connexion  which  the  Apostle 
speaks  of  with  such  rapture,  "Whom  he  did  foreknow,,  he 
-also  did  predestinate  to  be  conformed  to  the  image  of  his  Son» 
that  he  might  be  the  firstborn  among  many  brethren.  More- 
over, whom  he  did  predestinate,  them  he  also  called;  and 
ivhom  he  called^  them  he  also  justified  :  and  whom  be  justifiedj 
them  he  also  glorified.^ 

•  Ch.  iii.  5, 

OitES!Mi}a; 


\ 


ANSWER  TO  A  QUERY, 

IN  OUR  MAVAZINE   FOB  SEPTfiMBEB,   PAGE  SQO. 

Js  any  ierious  person  (a  minister  in  particular )justifiabU  w 
nssociating  with  those  whose  conduct  he  knows  is,  on  many  AC- 
cotuifsj  extremeljf  reprehensible  9 

The  above  ouery  is  of  ^reat  importance,  as  it  re?!pecti 
laot  only  the  conduct  of  ministers  and  hearers,  but  also  the 
discipline  of  the  church  of  Christ. 

As  worldly-minded  men  prefer  associating  with  those 
whose  dispositions  are  most  congenial  with  their  own,— so  do 
leavenly-minded  n)en  prefer  the  company  of  those  whose  lives 
and  conversation  evince  their  love  to  God  and  man.  Heace 
it  ma^  be  inferred^  ttiat  as  the  tree  is  known  by  its  fruit,  so  msy 
H  disciple  of  Christ  be  generally  known  by  bis  companions. 

It  may  not,  however^  be  improper  to  remark^  that.there  is 
#  stdkij)^  diffefcnce  between  vohm>ary  familiari^j  and  i^m« 
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eessaiy  ^n3  prad^t  civility ;  and  that  k  is  not  possible  for  % 
man  in  business  (were  he  ever  so  serious)  altogether  to  avoi4 
intercourse  with  men  of  the  world,  so  long  as  he  hjas  a  business 
to  attend:  and,  further.  That  there  is  also  a  great  difference 
between  premeditated  and  accidental  VransgressLonsy  eepecfally 
in  professors.  —  The  late  pious  commentator,  Mr.  Henry^ 
says,*  **  It  is  one  thing  to  overtake  a  fault  b}'  contrivance^ 
"deliberation,  and  full  resmution  in  sin";"and  another  thing  to 
he  overtaken  in  a  fault  by  the  stirprize  of  tiemptation,."  fa 
which  latter  case,  the  Apostle  Paul,  in  the  same  chapter,  com*- 
mands  those  who  axe  spiritual,  to  restore  such  a  one  in  the 
spirit  of  meekness;  but  in  the  former  case,  he  recommemU 
excommunication,  as  the  most  jprobable  mean  of  reclaimijur 
such  deliberate  and  resolute  sinners^  Having  thus  prfmise^ 
I  shall  now  briefly  detail  such  particulars  respecting  ministers^ 
hearers,  and  the  church,  as  will,  I  trust,  be  agreeably  to  aU. 
who  can  say  with  the  Psalmist,  "  How  sweet  are  thy  vvordft 
unto  my  taste  !  Yea,  sweeter  thijn  honey  to  my  mouth  !" 

^*  The  office  of  a  minister  is  so  dignified,  and  of  such  mo* 
ment,  that  he  should  in  all  things  be  a  pattern  of  ffood  works; 
in  doctrine  shewing  incorruptness,  gravity,  and  sincerity  i 
and  when  he  speaks>  he  should  speak  agreeably  to  the  oracles 
of  God t,  and  not  seek  to  please  men;  nor  should  he  be 
deceived  with  vain  worcjs  J,  lest  offence  should  be  given,  and 
the  ministry  thereby  blamed  ||. 

'*  Hearers  and  ministers  are  alike  exhorted  to  put  on  the 
whole  armour  of  God,  that  they  may  be  able  to  stand  against 
the  wiles  of  the  Devil  ^  ;  to  have  no  fellowship  with  the  un- 
fruitful workers  of  darkness,  but  rather  reprove  ihem*:  not 
.  to  be  entirely  indifferent  whether  men  think  well  or  ill  of  them ; 
but  to  take  care  not  to  set  too  high  a  value  on  the  opinions  of 
men^ ,  lest  they  should  be  deceived  with  a  lytftg  tongue^and  tk 
flattering  mouth,  which  worketh  min  || . 

"The  church  is  a  religious  assembly,  selected  and  called 
ot^t  of  the  world  by  the  doctrine  of  the  Gospel,  to  wX)rship 
the  true  God  in  Christ,  according  to  his  word*;  and  the 
respective  members  of  the  church,  are  called  Brothers  or 
Bretliren.  If  any  man  called  a  brother,  professing  Cbiis- 
tianity,  be  ajornicator^  or  covetous^  or  aii  idolattr,  or  a  railer, 
or  a  drunkard,  or  an  exfort/or/er,— with  such  a  one,  the  brethren 
are  commanded  not  to  keep  company,  nor  to  eat;  but  to  put 
him  away  from. them  ||  •  Again :  *^  As  members  of  the  churchy 
bound  by  the  laws  and  rules  of  Christianity,  they  who  are 
of  the  above  description,  are  not  only  liable  to  the  judg- 
ment   of   Godj    but  also    to   the  censures  of  .their  fellow- 

•  Gal.  vi.  t  Tit.  ii.  7.— Tit.  ii.  10.  %  Eph.   v.  6. 

I  iCor  vi.  5,         f  Eph.  vi.  2.       •  Eph.  v.  2.       f  1  Cor.  iv, 

I  Pro.  xjivir ;^»       *  1  Cor.  Uz^       U  1  Cyr*  v«  i«.  i^. 
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members;  aa^  every  Christian  is  bound  to  judge*' them  mifit 
for  communion  and  familiar  converse :  ^lat  they  are  to  be 
punished  by  having  this  mark  of  disgrace  put  upon  them, 
that  thev  may  be  ashamed^  and,  if  pos^iblei  thereby  reclaim- 
ed :  ana  the  more,  because  the  sins  of  such  much  more  dis- 
honour God,  than  the  sins  of  the  openly  wicked  and  profane. 
Hence  the  church  is  obliged  to  clear  herself  from  all  con- 
federacy with  them,  or  connivance  at  them ;  and  to  bear  tes- 
timofi^  against  their  wicked  practices,  by  casting  them  out  of 
their  feUowdhip^  and  avpiding  their  conversation.       Henat. 

To  conclude.  If  any  member  of  the  church  of  Christ, 
Irhethfer  minister  or  heareir,  have  been  familiar  with  deceivers, 
railers,^  extortioners,,  &c.  after  reading  this  plain  and  scrip- 
tural reply,  continue  to  associate,  as  usual,  with  such  charac- 
ters (how  gieat  s^eyer  their  profession)  it  will  not  be  un.- 
teharilable  to  infer,  that  .be  either  considers  the  Word  of  God 
)of  no  importance,  or  that  he  is  inconsistent  in  his  profession'; 
consequently  unworthy  the  company  of  any  professor,  whose 
ci^nduct  beArs  testimony  of  a  becoming  and  religious  life. 

^arborough.  J.  H. 


A  REPLY  TO  A  CONSTANT  READER, 


.   ,  To  the  Editor. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  answer  to  a  query  proposed  by  a  "  Constant  Reader/'  in  your  kit 

Magazine,  respecting  the  "conduct  which  a  Christian  ought  to  pur* 

-  sue  when  called  in  the  path  of  duty  intp  a  ntixed  company,  where, 

«•  inuncdiately  aftfr  partaking  of  the  bounties  of  Providence,  it  is  dt* 

recti y  followed  by  an-  immodest  or  improper  toast," —I  would  beg 

leave  to  offer  the  following  remarks. 

Yours,    '  H.  D. 

FiRSTj  The  Christian  should  be  decidedly  of  opinion, 
that  he  is  called  in  a  "  path  of  duty,'*  and  not  of  choice, 
yhen  he  associates  with  a  company  of  this  description.  I  am 
veil  aware  that  religious  characters,  in  the  course  of  their  law- 
ful avocations,  are  so  f^.onnected  with  men  of  opposite  senti- 
ments/ as  to  be  under  a  kind  of  necessity  of  being;  present  io: 
their  public  assemblies;  yet,  when  this  is  unavoidably  the  case, 
the  Christian  w^ll  ^im  to  dignify  the  character  he  sustains,  by 
a  consistency  of.  conduct,  in  testifying,  either  directly  or  in- 
directly, against  every  thing  tliat  is  subversive  of  its  pure  and 
salutary  tendency. 

But  the    question  returns.      What  sliould  be   tlie  fine  of 
conduct  respecting  the  case  in  poiBt  ?    llow  k  k«  towRinlfesj^ 
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his  dis^probation  of  a  custom,  alas !  too  prevalent,  in  giving 
immoral  toasts,  altw  partaking  of  the  bouaties  of  Providence : 
I  readily  acknowledge  tKat  1  feel  some  kind  of  difficulty  in  at- 
temptipg  to  prescribe  the  most  effectual  means ;  for,  in  my, 
bumble  opinion,  there  is  nothing  that  requires  so  much  delicacy 
and  discretion  as  the  proper  mode  of  administering  a  reproof, 
»o  as  not  to  defeat  the  end  of  the  reprover ;  for  if  unseasKWiably 
ahenapted,  it  not  unfirequently  irritates,  rather  than  reforms. 

But  itill,  sometbing  ought  to  be  don^.      Suppose   the 
Christian,  in  the  case  alluded  to,  disgusted  with  trie  immo- 
ittily,  Bol  to  say  indecency  of  the  chairman,  who  disseminates 
impurity  through  the  company  over  which  be  presides,  eittictt— 
aitet  his  scat,  on  such  toasts  being  given,  tacitly  evidencing^ 
thereby  his  total  abhorrence  of  such  proceedings ;  and,  as  it* 
would,  perhaps,  be  indiscreet  to  make  a  verbal  app^l  to  the 
pre^ideat,  who  so  ignobly,  though  fashionably,  adapts  himself 
to  the  corrupt  custom  of  the  times ;  let  him  convey  his  thought* 
«n  the  subject  to-  him  privately,  by  a  few  lines  written  in  a? 
spirit  of  moderation  and  calmness,  reminding  him,  in  the  laa« 
guage  of  a  poet  of  our  own,  that 

"  Immodest  words  admit  of  no  defence; 
**  For  want  of  decency  is  want  of  sense/* 

Would  not  this  be  as  likely  a  methoa  as  any  to  con- 
vince him  of  the  immoral  tendency  of  [the  custom,  though 
sanctioned  by  the  too  prevalent  habit  of  a  degenerate  age  ? 
^nd  whether  it  has  the  desired  effect  or  not^  the  "Christian  will 
have  the  satisfaction  to  reflect,  that  though  he  is  in  the  world, 
and  has  to  do  with  men  of  the  world,  yet,  he  is  not  of  it,  but 
Irishes  to  testify  against  its  corrupt  maxims,  in  the  various  de- 
partments wherein  he  is  called  to  move. 
"       Piccadillif.  H,  D, 


ANECDOTE. 


tAMENTABLE  IGNORANCE  OF  DIVINE  THINGS. 

A  CENtLBMAN  of  my  acquaintances  visiting  in  a  family, 
heatd  a  wretched  Sermon  from  a  text  in  St.  Matthew  :  a  re- 
lation, who  was.l^ith  him,  and  on  whom  he  had  endeavotwed 
%o  impress  a  sense  of  tl>e  difference  between  those  who  did, 
and  tlMwe  who  did  not,  preach  the  pure  gospel,  ob^ervted  tpt 
him,  as  they  came  out,  **  Well,  I  hope  you  will  not  say  this 
wa6  not  a  Gospel  -  Sermon^  when  the  text  was  out  of  "St. 
Matthew;  and  when  1  heard  your  minister,  he  took  his  text 
from  Judges."  -*-  Such  iaithe  astouithin^'igpnorance  of-  sow^' 
^raons  in  DiYiue  tiling  J  '  T.Hvr' 
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ijOrd,  my  heart  is  not  haughty,  nor  mint  eyes  lofty ;  neither  do 
I  exercise  myself  in  great  matters,  or  in  things  too  high  for 
mt.  Surely,  ihave  behaved  and  quieted  myseltas  a  weanea 
child  that  is  weaned  of  his  mother ;  my  soul  is  even,  as  a 
weaned  child.  Let  Israel  hope  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth 
and  for  ever  ! 

David  here  speaks  like  a  modest  humble  Christian.  Htf 
•enlimeDts  are  those  of  a  man  who  had  experienced  mao^ 
trials^  and  who  had  found  the  benefit  of  them :  and,  under 
Divine  infli|ence>  t^  believer,  like  David,  can  addr^s  him- 
self  to  the  Lord  concerning  the  exercises  oif  his  mind. 

*'  Lord,  my  heart  is  not  haughty,  nor  mine  eyes  lofty.^  — " 
Humility  is  truly  desirable ;  but,   perhaps,  some  unexpected 

5>6werful  blow  must  be  given  to  Pride,  before  such  a  truth  \% 
y  t.  If  the  heart  be  humble,  we  see  what  good  effects  follow. 
Hence  David  adds,  "  Nor  mine  eyes  lofty."  He  did  not  over- 
look his  situation,  nor  seek  greater  things  for  himself :  he  did 
not  disdain  his  equals  in  piety  or  wisdom,  nor  did  he  oppress 
his  dependant'^*  Just  so  the  humble  Christian  will  act,  tho' 
his  outward  situation  might  tempt  him  to  look  above  his  id* 
low-didciples.  A  lofty  eye  betrays  a  proud  hearty  which  is  aa 
object  of  his  abhorrence. 

We  may  remark  the  self-denial  of  the  Psalmist :  ^'  Neither 
Ido  I  exercise  myself  in  great  matters,  or  in  things  too  bip:h  for 
ine/'  He  felt  it  best  for  him  not  to  be  wise  above  what  was 
"written;  not  to  exercise  himself  in  tilings  too  profound,  too 
wonderful  for  him  to  unravel.  So  the  Christian  satisfies  him- 
self with  what  God  has  revealed,  knowing  that  ^  secret  things 
belong  to  him."—  "  Or,  in  things  too  high  for  me,**  says  the 
Psalmist ;  t.  e.  in  things  too  high  for  my  reason  to  compre- 
hend,— too  high  for  my  imaginatioa  to  attain  in  tiie  present 
state.  Those  who  are  low  in  their  own  eyes,  will  never  be 
soaring  in  the  clouds  of  mystery,—  never  aspire  after  things 
too  high  for  them.  What  a  lovely  spirit  is  this,  if  it  be  con- 
trasted with  many  shallow  spirits  of  tiie  present  day,  who  are 
froublrng  the  church  with  perpetual  ranting  on  eternal  pur- 
poses, eternal  decrees,  &c.  -^  O  that  they  had  the  modesty 
and  humility'  to  sit  at  the  feet  of  the  man  after  God's  own 
heart !  He  would  teach  them  not  to  rise,  hxyttofali ;  —  to  fall 
in  their  own  conceits. 

**  Surely,  I  have  behaved  and  quieted  myself  as  a  child  that " 
is  weaned  of  his  mother.*'     David  spoke  with  certainly.     Hc 
kaew  the  circumstances.:  -r  he  felt. the  influences'  that  had  in« 
dnced  this  child-like  spirit.     Under  crosses  and  afflictions,  b^ 
heard  a  voice  from  above  saluting  his  ears  in  soothing  accent^ 
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^  Be  still>  and  know  that  I  am  God.**  This  composed  him,  -^ 
this  dispersed  the  gloom,  —  this  afforded  him  satisfaction.  A 
.child  is  weaned  when  the  parent  sees  it  necessary,  —  when  it 
would  be  no  longer  good  for  the  child  to  receive  its  maternal 
nutriment.  And  does  not  the  Lord  see  the  fittest  time  whea 
to  wean  us  from  the  creatures  and  the  world  ?  —  Again  :  A 
weaned  child  is  still  dependant ;  and  so  is  the  believer.  A 
weaned  child  receives  more  solid,  more  nourishing  food  than 
it  had  before :  it  is  made  more  hearlj  by  the  substitute  of 
many  articles,  in  lieu  of  the  one  it  has  lost.  So  the  Lord,  by 
providing  for  his  people  more  substantial  blessings,  makes 
them  more  hearty  in  bis  cause^  and  more  prosperous  in  hia 
ways.  David  repeats  the  sentiment,  "  My  soul  is  even  as*  a 
weaned  child/'  He  felt  contented  In  being  denied  his  former 
enjoyments.  We  often  see  weaned  children ;  and,  after  a 
see^son,  they  appear  contented  and  cheerful.  Let  the  sight  of 
them  teach  us  resignation  ;  but  let  us  remark  the  seasons  when 
«ucb  a  temper  is  most  proper  to  be  exercised,  viz.  under  be- 
reaving providences,  —  under  worldly  crosses,  —  and  under 
afflictive  dispensations. 

If  bereaving  providences  answer  God's  design,  upheld  by 
Ills  power  and  love,  a  believer  will  say,  *'  It  is  the  Lord ;  let 
him  do  what  seemeth  him  ^ood.  Tlie  Lord  gave,  and  the  . 
Lord  taketh  away,  —  blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord  !*• 
There  are  many  widows  in  lsrael>  and  many  widows  of  minis- 
ters at  the  present  period.  You  ^re  objects  of  my  tenderest 
sympathy.  Let  me  recommehd  this  Psalm  to  your  frequent 
meditaton  :  —  Remember,  that  ^'  thy  M^ker  is  thy  husband  ; 
And*  thy  Redeemer  the  Holy  One  of  Israel*  ;"  and  in  him  ^^  the^ 
-faiherless  find  mercy +." 

This  child-like  spirit  should  discover  itselt  under  worldly 
crosses.  Here  the  Christian  will  say.  It  is  my  duty,  ipy  liap* 
piness,  my  honour,  to  take  up  my  'cross  and  follow  my  Re- 
deemer :  if  he  cross  me  in  one  thing,  it  U  only  to  ^rat;fy  me  ia 
another ;  besid<^s, "  Shall  I  receive  good  at  the  hand  of  the 
Lord,  and  not  evil  r"  —  When  afflictive  dispensations  abound, 
a  child  of  God  may  say,  ^^  It  is  my  Father  who  afflicts  mi^ 
and  he  does  It  not  willingly.  I  have  provoked  him  to  take 
the  rod,  and  yet  he  chastises  me  with  the  gentle  hand  of  the 
most  affectionate  father.  Like  a  child,  I  am  unable  to  guide 
myself:  guide  me,  O  Lord,  with  thy  counsel !  Unable  to  feed 
myself,  feed  me  with  food  convenient  for  me :  and.  Oh  may 
this  affliction  yield  the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness  I*' 

The  Psalmist  makes  a  pleasing  inference  irom.his  own  expe- 
rience: ^^  Let  Israel  hope  in  the  I^d."  When  we, are  benefiue4l 
by  trials,  we  can  direct  others,  like  David,  to  the  same  over*" 
Itowing  source  of  consolation. .  We  may  hope  in  tfa^.  Liord  am 

•  IsaUh  iiv.  5,  f  Jtto^.  iv%  3.^ 
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«  friend^  a  portion,  and  father;  — hope  in  him  whose  ffoo^- 
jiess  is  inexnaustible,  &tyi  whose  \o\'e  is  everlasting.  —  David 
jcanclwlee  the  Psalm  with  admirable  energy :"  From  bence- 
tanYi  and  for  ever.'*  Not  that  hope  i«  an  everlasting  grace ; 
but  let  all  God's  Israel,  from  this  time  forward,  make  the  Lord 
jdidr  hope;  and  have  all  tiieir  expectations  immedialelj  and 
lor  ever  derived  from  him.  May  the  reader  be  enabled  to  say, 
Kith  Jeremiaii,  '^  The  Lord  is  aiy  portion^  saith  my  soul,  tbere- 
fcjBfi  mil  1  hope  ia  faun !''  Pueb  Orbis. 


ORIGINAL  LETTER 

JfROM  THE  LATE  REV.  ROBERT  ROBINSON 

TO  THE  LATE  REV.  G.  WHITEFIELD. 

My  Dear  and  Jlonoured  Father, 

The  perusal  of  your  kind  and  affectionate  letter  has  bectt 
laaUer  of  great  encooragemem  to  me.  I  often  experience 
what  Moses  tells  ud  that  the  Israelites. did:  *'  The  Soul  of  the 
people  was  much  discoimiged,  because  of  the  way.^  O,  Sir! 
the  'Sigbc  of  the  wilderness  often  firightenfc  me ;  but  these  pre- 
cious words  support  me,  —  "  Thy  shoes  shall  be  iron  and 
Waes ;  and  as  is  thy  day,  so  shall  thy  strength  be.**  You  ask^ 
Sir,  Why  I  did  not  make  myself  Imown  to  you  in  London? 
The  plain  truth  is  this,  I  had  an  abiding  sense  of  my  o\Tn  un- 
^Viorthiness  upon  my  mind,  and  thought  your  conversatioB  too 
great  an  honour  for  me  to  enjoy. 

The  motiyes  that  indttced-  me  to  leave  London,  was  partly  at 
tbe  desire  of  my  relations,  to  see  them  ;  and  partly  for  my  oWq 
liealth's  ^ke  (toi*  1  enjoy  my  health  better  in  tlie  country  than 
inLondoB.)  More  than  that,  though  my  London  friends  toltl 
sie,  (Jod  had  a  work  for  me  to  do  in  his  vineyard,  yet  my  fe^ 
•if  running  before  I  was  sent,  made  me  determine,  —  Let  God 
atend  by  wnom  he  would,  I  would  not  go.     Could  I  help  it  ? 

Therefore,  my  intent  was  to  settle  in  the  farming  business  in 
the  countSry.  But  there  I  found  many  souls  awiikened,  who 
hfd  tbe  word  preached  but  now  and  then.  We  met  of  eveu- 
ings  to  sing  and  pray,  and  speak  our  experience.  They  often 
•oucttsd  me  to  speak  among  them,  as  did  some  neighbouring 
Dissenting  Ministers.  I  long  refused;  till  they  Wrung  their  hands> 
ud  wept  bitterly;  and  told  me,  they  were  staiTing  for  the 
word;  and  Gk>d  had  committed  to  me  tlie  Aitstcry  of  the 
ffospel ;  and  I  sinned  in  hiding  it.  With  many  doubts  and  fears^ 
ItJastI  agreied  ;  and  must  not  say  "The  Lord  was  a  barren 
wilderness  to  me.**  People  from  neighbouring  towns  coming 
lo  bear  roe,  I  was  invited  higher  up  the  country  ;  till  some  of 
Mr.  Wheatle^'^s  friends  informed  him  of  me,  when  he  sent 
kis  clerk  into  the  comitry  to  me,  iuireating  me  to  come  t# 
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dforwicb;  which  I  did :  and  the  particulate  of  mj  ccmdvct  here, 
I  su{>pQ9e^  Sir,  you  have  heard.  Accordiog  to  the  present  ap- 
pearance of  things,  I  apprehend  I  shall  be  fixed  here  ;  but  I 
desire  to  eye  tlie  Lord's  hand,  and  never  to  'step  but  whei>  I 
see  the  Lord  going  before  me. 

As  to  the  prospect  of  a  growing  people,  sometimei  I  think  it 
bids  fair  for  it;  —  sometimes  I  think  otherwise.  We  have  near 
forty  members  of  the  c])ureh  1  preach  to,  and  many  more  are 
desirous  of  being  received.  O  that  they  may  oe  such  aft 
shall  be  saved  !  .  We  have,  on  a  Lord's  Day,  several  htmdreds 
of  hearers ;  who  seem  very  serious,  and  enquiring  the  way.  to 
ZioQ.  On  the  week-days,  we  have  abundance  of  peopte  to 
hear ;  and  I  hope,  the  Lord  does  not  let  his  word  return  void  ! 
The  days  I  do  not  preach  in  Norwich,  the  country-people  fte- 
q^ently  send  for  me ;  and  multitudes  come  to  liear>  so  that 
the  preach iug-hous«  will  not  hold  them.  However,  T  can 
go  unto  the  romnions;  and,  blessed  bd  God,  there  is  rodm 
there ;  and  what  is  best  of  all,  there  is  room  ei^ongh  to  spare 
in  my  Master's  ^louse.  By  that  time  I  have  preached  in  pub« 
lie,  visited,  exhorted,^  and  prayed  with  the  people  in  private, 
and  laboured  to  discharge  the  duties  of  a  Pastor  to  his  people, 
and  have  kept  a  little  time  to  enjoy  my  God  in  iny  closet,  I' 
find  my  day  i§  gone ;— but  it  is  an  honour  to  be  busy  forChrifit, 
O  tliut  my  soul  may  be  found  living  and  dying  in  it ! 

My  dear  Sir,  I  rejoice  in  your  prosperity  in  the  gospel.  O" 
that  yonr  latter  end  may  greatly  increase  !  Go  where  I  will, 
X  find  some  of  your  spiritual  children :  some  awakened  by 
hearin^ou,  some  by  reading  your  sermons ;  and  all  of  us  pray* 
for  your  prosperity.  Dear  Sir,  go  on  preaching ;  and,  irith 
the  hjslp  of  Grod,  we  will  go  on  praying  for  you ;  and  who 
knows  what  a  prayer-hearing  God  may  do  ?  ~  I  am  really 
ashamed  of  my  long  letter ;  but,  methinks,  I  am  now  opening  my 
heart  to  a  tmder  father,  who,  t  trust,  wtll:excu3c  my  inmmi* 
tiea.  I  lemain,  dear  Sir, 

.  your  affectionate  Son  and  Seivant  in  Cbri«t, 

HorwicL  R^BEttT  Robinson. 


THE  CONTROL'OF  GOD 
OVER  THE  SPIRITS  OF  ME^. 

Is  Saul  also  among  the  Prophets^  ^-^  i  Sam.  xix.  iM. 

The  reflection  of  good  Bishop  Hall  on  this  pass^^,  is, 
^«  Who  can  be  afraid  of  malice,  tliat  fcnows  wbat.boofci- 
God  has  in  the  nostrils  of  men  and  devils!  what  charms  lib* 
hath  for  the  most  serpentine  hearts  !'*  — •  The  case  wfas  this  :^, 
i^avid,  pursued  by  the  oruel  envy  and  farious  lttaKc0  of > 
fiaul^  flies  for  refuge  to  the  school  of  the  prop^iieti^  at  J^aioth^ 
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where  Samuel  presided.  Instead  of  recourse  to  arm's,  he  seelci 
the  advice  and  prayers  of  that  man  of  God,  who  had  assured 
him  of  the  throne  of  Israel.  Here  the  blood-hounds  of  Saul 
pursue  and  find  him  ;  but,  behold  the  power  of  God  !  they  are 
turned  into  lambs ;  for  ^'  when  the  messengers  of  Saul  saw  the 
company  of  the  prophets  prophesying,  and  Samuel  standing 
as  appointed  over  them,  the  Spirit  of  God  was  upon  the  mes- 
sengers of  Saul,  and  they  also  prophesied."  Surprizing  change ! 
I.t  is  good  to  ^'  wait  at  V^isdom's  gates,  and  watch  at  the  posts  of 
her  doors,*'  for  there,  frequently,  "  the  Lord  commands  tbB 
blessing,'*  even  upon  tliose  led  diere  by  curiosity,  yea,  by 
malice.  Hardened  Saul,  unconvinced,  unsubdued,  sends  a 
second,  and  a  third,  set  of  messengers;  the  event  is  the 
same ;  they  are  restrained,  and  they  also  unite  with  the  sacred 
college  iq  sentiments  of  piety  and  praise.  At  length  Saul, 
probably  suspicious  of  the  fidelity  of  his  servants,  or  charging 
them  with  weakness  and  enthusiasm,  undertakes  the  task  him- 
self; when,  lo !  before  he  reaches  the  place,  he  also  begins 
topiophecy;  strips  oflf  his  royal,  or  military  garb,  an d^  pros- 
trate on  the  ground  for  a  whole  day  and  a  whole  night,  is  con- 
8f;rained,  by  a  supernatural  ecstacy,  to  become  a  prophet  too. 
Well  might  a  proverbial  phrase  jtake  its^  rise  froor  this  strange 
event !  —  Is  Saul  also  among  the  Prophets  f 

Too  often,  alas,  the  proverb  is  literally  verified.  Men,  car- 
nal and  wicked  as  Saul,  thrust  themselves  into  the  sacred  ofiice ; 
perhap$  obtain  gifts,  popularity,  and  success  :  they  arc? changed, 
but  not  sanctified.  But  the  use  we  would  make  of  this  striking 
story  is  this,  •—  It  shews  the  power  of  God's  Spirit  over  the  spi- 
rits of  men  :  let  them  rage  and  threaten  as  much  as  they  please, 
they  are  altogether  at  the  Lord's  disposal.  "  Their  hearts  are  in 
his  band,  and  he  tumeth  them,  as  the  rivers  of  water,  whitherso* 
ever  he  will.*'  He  is  at  no  loss  to  make  the  wrath  of  man  to 
praise  him,  or  to  restrain  it  at  his  pleasure.  Let  us  apply  this  to 
the  present  state  of  our  threatened  country,  and  let  it  be  an 
argument  for  confidence  in  God.  G.  B« 


ENQUIRY  CONCERNING  THE  SAMARITANS. 


There  is  a  curious  account,  in  *^ Lewis's  Antiquities  of 
the  Hebrew  republic,**  respecting  the  modem  Samaritans.  He 
-has  first  given  a  confession  of  taith,  sent  by  their  high  priest 
Eleazar,  in  the  name  of  the  Synagogue  of  Sichem,  to  the  great 
Sftaliger,  about  the  year  ^90*.  Mr.  Jones,  of  Tewksbury,  in- 
timates, that  they  sent  two  letters  to  Scaliger+r  but  I  would 
wish  principally  to  e.\cite  the  attention  of  the  most  curious  of 
your  readers,  to  a  letter  sent  from  the  Samaritans  of  Sichem, 
about  a  century  later,  to  their  brethren  in  England  J ;  by  which 

•  Lewis,  vol.  in.  chap.  xii.  p.  57.  f  MS.  Nota  in  Goodwini 
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iv  appears,  that  a  number  of  Samaiitans  were  then  resident,  and 
laad  a  synagogue  in  London.  This  letter  was  sent  by  the  hands 
of  Dr.  Huntingdon,  who  had  visited  Sichein ;  and  gave  the 
-Samaritans  an  account  of  their  English  brethren.  The  foriner 
«ays,  "That  R.  Huntingdon,  an  uocircumcised,  is  arrived 
hereYK)ui  Europe,  and  has  acquainted  us^  that  you  are  a  great 
people,  composed  of  men,  pure  and  holy,  hke  ourselves ;  and. 
that  you  have  sent  liini  te  desire  of  us  a  Copy  of  the  Law;  to 
whom  we  would  not  give  credit,  till  he  had  written  before  u$ 
some  char^icters  of  the  holy  language,  in  order  to  assure  yoa 
that  we  have  the  same  Mosaic  religion  that  you  profess." 
Never  having  been  able  to  get  any  farther  information  ot*  these 
English  Samaritans,  nor  to  get  the  sight  of  Dr.  Huntingdon''^ 
LiCtters,  I  should  be  much  gratified  if  any  of  your  correspond* 
ents  can  impart  any  information  concerning  them. 

Are  there  any  particulars  concerning  a  synagogue  of  Samaii* 
tans  meeting,  in  Lpndon,  towards  the  close  of  the  seven- 
teenth century  ?  when  did  they  come  into  England?  and  do 
any  of  themyef  remain  ?  Or,  was  it  a  mere  artifice  of  Dr.  Hun« 
tingdon,  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  Pentateuch  from  the  Samaritans 
at  bichem,  by  intimating  to  them,  that  there  were  a  people  ia 
England  who  worshipped  the  same  God ;  and  wished  for  m 
copy  of  their  law  ?  I  lately  began  to  suspect  this  may  have  been 
the  case,  though  Lewis  gives  no  intimation  of  the  kind. 

Dr.  Huntingdon  was  made  Bishop  of  Rapho,  in  Ireland; 
but  died  twelve  days  after  his  consecration,  in  the  year  1701» 
He  had  been,  in  earlier  life,  chaplain  at  Aleppo,  from  1(J70  to 
1681,  and  travelled  through  Galilee  and  Samaria:  at  which 
time  it  was,  1  suppose,  that  he  visited  Sichem,  and  there  ob- 
ttlined  a  copy  of  the  Samaritan  Pentateuch,  and  tw  o  other 
books,  to  be  conveyed  to  their  bretliren  in  England;  from 
whom  they,  in  reftnrn,  asked  for  a  copy  of  the  Book  of  Joshua. 
-—  Laoipe,  in  his  Commentary  on  Jt>hn  ;{,  refers  to  Dr.  Hunt- 
ingdon's Letters,  as  published  in  1704  ;  and  afterwards  men^ 
tions  the  Letter  of  tne  Samaritans  to  their  English  Brethren  |« 

S.  C. 
J  Vol.1,  p.  710.  II  P.  735. 


ANECDOTE. 


A  Person  meets  another  returninff,  after  having  heard 
a  popular  preacher,  and  says  to  him,  "  Well,  I  hope  you  have 
been  hiffhly  gratified?"  'Indeed  I  have;'  replied  tlie  other, 
*  Iwish  1  could  have  prevailed  on  you  to  hear  him ;  1  am  sure 
you  would  never  have  relished  any  other  preacher  afterwards.* 
*'  Then,"*  returned  the  wiser  Christian,  ^^  I  am  determined  I 
never  will  hear,  him ;  for  1  wish  to  hear  such  a  preacher  as  will 

five  me  so  high  a  relish  and  esteem  for  the  word  of  God,   thai 
shall  receive  it  with  greater  eagerne^  and  delight  whenevec 
jt  is  delivered*  h^^r^j. 
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MR.  B.  STENNETT, 

Was  bom  at  Torling,  in  Essex, 
March  18,  175?*  His  father  was  a 
Useful  minister  m  that  place  ;  and 
descended  from  a  family  whi<fh,  for 
near  a  century^  had  honourably 
supported  the  ministerial  cliarac- 
ter.  His  mother  likewise  was  tli6 
daughter  of  a  pious  minister,  at 
Ooichester.  Sprung  from  a  family 
ckvotcd  to  .the  service  of  the  sanc- 
tuary, we  cannot  wonder  that  his 
parents  wished  to  have  trained  him 
up  for  the  same  work ;  but  the 
^eath  of  his  worthy  parent,  who 
Itft  a  widow  and  three  young  chil- 
dien  to  Ument  his  loss,  frustrated 
this  design.  His  son  Benjamin  was 
then  only  nine  years  old ;  but  ih  the 
year  1762,  Dr.  Stennett  and  his 
skters  brougliA  him  to  London,  and 
'  put  him  to  business/ 

Like  most  Christians  who  have 
been  favoured  with  a  religions  edu- 
cation, he  was  the  subject  of  early 
convictions.  He  was  often,  when 
^wite  a  child,  affected  much  under 
i^ic  word ;  but  he  soon  relapsed 
ipto  a  state  of  indirrerence,  and  left 
a  convincing  proof  that  the  word 
had  as  yet  found  no  place  in  him. 
.  Jn  his  twenty-fourth  year,  intend- 
ing, a^  SabbaiK- Day's  p4edsure,  he 
hired  a  horse  to  go  to  tufield  :  the 
liorse  was  very  spirired  ;  but  went 
well  till  he  got  to  Tottenham, 
when  he  ran  up  to  a  carriage  with 
such 'Violence,  that  his  rider  was 
▼pry  near  having  his  leg  broke. 
However,  he  threw  it  off  the  saddle, 
and  stood  in  the  other  stirrup. 
While  thus  endeavouring  to  extri- 
cate himself,  his  spur  struck  the 
liorse,  .who  ran  oft,  and  dragged 
him  for  dome  yards  with  his  head 
to  the  ground,  vyhen  providentially 
his  leg  ^ot  loose,  lie  was  taken  \{p 
much  hurt ;  but  a  surgeon  having 
dressed  the  wound,  he  was  at  last 
got  to  town.  During  this  illness, 
he  say6,  **  Xly  feelings,  at  the  time 
of  the  accident,  were  brouglit  to 
my  recollection.  The  horse  dragged 
me, —ray  eyes  striking  fire:  — 1 


was  on  the  brink  of  eternity .     Ht^ 
my  Wounds  been  fatal,  I  must  hsre 
perished  for  ever.     All  this  struck 
me  so  forcibly  one  night  in  bed, 
that  Fwept  sorely^  and  proposed^ 
m/selt  a  new  way  of  life.     I  read 
the  Bible,  and  prayed   constantly 
every  night  for  a  month  ;  b>it  aU 
this*  was   conviction  only.      I   re- 
turned again   to  pleasure  and    Ta. 
Jiity."    Thus,  as  the  messages  of 
grace  had  been  neglected,  tbe  tcr-. 
rors  of  an  immediate  prospect  of 
death  were  equally    unsuccesiful  : 
nor  was  it   till  some  time  after  he 
was  married  that  he  was  brought  in 
earnest  to  seek  the  God  of  hii  mer- 
cies.    Of  this,  be  sfleaks  thus :  — 
'*  Jn  Jufy^iv^,  my  sister  Susanna, 
.  came    to  town  to  assist   my  Hear 
wife  during  her  Confinement.    On 
the  first  evening  I  read  a  cliapterf 
.  when  she  immediately  said,  *  What^ 
brother,  do  you  negietrt  prayer?* 
This  much  affect^  me  j  and  1  had 
the  most  dreadful  ^sight  of  my  lost 
state.      Soon  .  after,  a  dear  niend 
caine ;  and   I  opened  my  Ibind  t» 
her.     ^\\t  told  me  that  tlm  blood 
of  Christ  was'  sufficient  to  deame 
from  all  sin  ;  and  ur^d  m^  not  to 
give  way  to  unbelieti  t6  which  thr 
Tempter  was    persuading  m«.  — 
From  that  time  1  'endeavoured  ta 
take  courage,  imd^  began  to   find 
comfort  from   the  words  of  peace 
in  the  gospel." 

Since  this  period,  he  appears  ttt 
have  been  deeply  affected  with  the 
mercy  of  God  ;  and  regarded  him- 
self as  such  a  miracle  of  grace,  that 
he  felt  the  utmost  humility  while 
takingencouragement  from  the  pro- 
niisesofGod.  In  Augxist  he  joined 
the  church  in  Little  Wild  Street, 
then  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Stennett. 
In  this  church  he  was  a»wonby 
member  for  near  twenty-one  years, 
when  some  arrangements*  takitij 
place  which  did  not  meet  his  views,' 
he  was  dismissed  to  the  church  in 
Dean  Street,  under  the  care  of.  tb» 
Rev.  Mr.  Button;  where  he  con- 
tinued highly  res|>ccted  till  his  ^ 
c^ase. 
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On  Wednesday,  April  io,  1803, 
he^had  symptoms  of  a  violent  bi- 
lious complaint ;  but  no  immediate 
danger  was  appre!\ended  till  Mon- 
day. —On  Tuesday  it  was  too  evi- 
dent to  a<Jmit  of  doubt,  that  a  mor- 
tificafion  had  taken  place;  and  yks, 
Sjf  njjett  was  ififormcd  of  it.  About 
\ko6n  she  was  enabled  to  tell  him 
of  it.  He  replied,  "  It  is  all  well  I" 
*  For  you,  my  dear,'  said  she,  •  it 
mfliy  ;  but  for  m^,  — »  He  ^airf, 
^*  Yes,  my  dear,  for  you  too;  and 
I  tru^  you  will  be  enabled  to  say 
50,  and  to  put  your  trust  in  God, 
'Who  will  fulfil  his  promises.  Re- 
member, **  thy  Maker  is  thy  hus- 
band ;  the  Lord  of  Hosts  is  his 
name."  Yes  ;  he  will  be  a  Father 
to  my  children,  and  a  Husband  to 
you  !••  *  Cait  you,'  said  she,  '  so 
easily  resign  us  I'  He  svv«tly  an- 
«wend, "  Flesh  and  blood  qannot 
da  it ;  but  I  know  in  whom  I  hare 
■believed.  I  can  leave  you  in  the 
hands  of  a  faithful  God."  He  en- 
quired, How  ^png  it  was  supposed 
"he  should  continue  ?  Being  tuld 
that  the  apothecary  thought  twen- 
ty-four hours  would  determine,  -— 
he  said  no  Mrs.  Stennctt,  "My 
dear,  .do  not  deceive  yourself.  My 
conyplaint  is  too  near  my  heart :  — 
I  sh«ll  not  live  twelve."  He  then 
converse'd  with  the  greatest  com- 
posure; and  observed,  that  the- 
calm  he  now  felt  aroi»e  from  a  full 
f>ersuasiQn  that  he  was  interested  in 
the  atonement  made  by  Christ  for 
iinners.  In  the  course  of  the  after- 
noon, he  spoke  very  affectionately 
to  i»everal  friends,  often  repeating, 
•**  He  hath  loved  me,  and  washed 
me  from  my  sins  in  his  own  blood." 
fie  was  scarcely  stlcnt  through  the 
remainder  of  the  day  ;  —  and  when 
it  was  observed  to  him,  That  he 
had  not  been  used  to  preach,  tho* 
now,  at  his  death,  he  was  become 
a  preacher,  —  he"  replied,  V  My 
time  i&  short ;  and  I  wish  to  say  all 
i  can  f>r  God."  He  looked  sevc- 
'  ral  times  Very  earnestly  at  Mrs. 
Stennctt,  and  said,  **  Oh,  my  dear, 
the  lastl"  ,  She  said,  <  The  Lord 
«rill  not  leave  you,*  He  replied, 
^'It  is  sometimes  a  hard  struggles; 
but  8tevax-tide  itwUl  be  light."**- 


OBlTUART.  '     '  5^ 

Mr.  Button  called,  conversed  and 
prayed  with  him  ;  and  went  away 
rejoicing  on  his'  account :  and  as 
he  did  not  expect  to  sec  Mr.BhttOfi 


any  more,  he  begrged  a  friend  to  say 
that  he  wished  him  to  improve  the 
event,  by  preaching  from  i  John  i. 
7,  "  The  blood  of  Jesus  Christ,  hi» 
Son,  cleanseth  us  from  all  sin."  ^ 
In  the  evening,  Mr.  Brooksbank 
came  in.  Before  he  went  to  prayer*, 
MTs,  Stennett  asked  the  deceased. 
What  he  should  pray  for  ?  tih 
looked  earnestly  at  her,  and  said, 
* »  He  can  ask  nothing  for  me  but 
what  1  shall  b^  in  full  pos'session  of 
very  soon ;  but  let  him  pray,  if  Ft 
would  please  God,  to  grant  me  an 
easy  dismission."  Expressing  much 
affection  for  Mr,  Brooksbank,  he 
afterwards  requested  that  he  miglrt 
preach  from  Acts  iv.  iz,  **Neith<?r 
is  there  salvation  in  any  other."  — 
Seeing  Mrs.  Stennett  overwlielmed 
with  grief,  he  said,  **  Pray,  my 
love,  endcavolur  to  compose  your 
spirits."  She  exclaimed,  *  What 
a  taskr  He  replied,  •*  I  wish  if, 
my  dear,  for  your  own  sake,  and 
that  of  the  dear  children ;  but  if 
that  is  not  enough,  pray  do  it  for 
my  sake  I  It  would  give  me  grei^t 
pleasure,"  said  he,  •'to  see  all  my 
dear  children  before  I  die;  but 
that  cannot  be  ^.  The  Lords  will 
be  done!"  — He  then  addressed 
foyr  of  his  children  who  were  at 
home,  in  the  most  affectionate 
and  solemn  manner.  —  Mrs,  Sten- 
nett left  the  room,  while  the  young- 
est child  was  taken  to  him,  a  littre 
boy,  three  years  old,  of  whoni  he 
was  passionately  fond.  He  ex. 
pressed  a  desire  to  see  all  the  fa- 
mily ;  and  spoke  to  them;  indivi- 
dually, of  the  pleasures  of  religion, 
exhorting  them  to  choose  that  good 
part  which  should  never  be  .taken 
from  them. 

He  continued  sensible  till  about 
one  o'clock  on  Wednesday ;  ani 
expired  about  twenty  minutes  after* 
wards,  without  a  struggle  or  a 
groan,  April  27,  1803,  agecTfitty- 
one.  In  his  dying  moments,  lie 
appears^to  have  been  peculiarly  fa- 
voured. From  some  expressions, 
it  would  seem  tlut   he  had   very. 


*  His  el4c«t  son,  Mr.  S.  Stennett,  htm  ff»r  some  time  Wca  10  Pablln,  preachmg  t« 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


540 


OBITUARY. 


clear  manifestation^  of  heavenly 
happiness.  Once  he  was  heard  to 
whisper,  with  great  earnestness,  "  I 
am  coming,  — I  am  coming  I"  — 
When  asked  what  he  meant,  —  he 
replied,  "  I  tJiought  I  heard  a 
voice,  saymg,  Come  up  hither.'* 
Yet,  at  tlie  same  time,  he  discor 
,tcred  the  most  perfect  rationality, 
and  knew  all  who  spoke  to  him  as 
well  as  in  any  .part  of  his  life. 

Though  he  moved  not  in  any 
public  sphere,  yet  in  private  life, 
his  character  was  marked  with  a 
good  degree  of  respectability  and 
usefulness.  The  strictest  integrity 
was  manifested  in  all  his  conduct, 
combined  with  the  greatest  gene- 
rosity. His  equanimity  ot  mind  in 
-bearing*  troubles,  was  truly  remark- 
able; especially  as  it  was  connected 
with  that  sympathetic  benevolence 
which  could  weep  witk  those  that 
wept,  and  rejoice  with  those  that 
rejoiced.    - 

As  a  Christian,  he  was  sincere 
and  consistent.  His  religion  was 
more  real  than  ostentatious.  With- 
out the  least  tendency  to  enthu- 
siasm, l^e  was  zeJuUify  concerned 
for  the  spread  of  divine  truth  ;  and 
though  not  forward  in  obtruding 
bis  Eentiir.ents  on  others,  yet  when- 
ever tlKy  were  introduced,  he  spoke 
with  such  fervour  as  demonstrated 
the  strength  of  his  attachment  to 
them,  and  his  affectionate  desire 
that  others  might  become  interested 
in  the  blessings  of  the  gospel. 

He  had  his  failings  i  but  few  were 
more  sensible  of  them  than  himself; 
and  no  one  felt  more  of  his  own 
unworthiness  at  a  throne  of  grace. 
He  walked  closely  with  Ood, — yet 
he  had  his  fears  j  and  perhaps  many 
who  had  not  half  his  piety,  have 
boasted  of  greater  confidence.  He 
was  both  a  Christian  in  heart  and 
an  exemplary  Christian ;  for  in 
e,very  walk  of  life  he  adorned  the 
doctrine  of  God  his  Saviour.  How 
tender  as  a  husband,  —  how  affec- 
tionate,as  a  parent,  the  writer  of 
tfiis  €iairrative,  with  the  most  pun- 
gent feelings  can  declare ;  and 
while  he  drops  a  "tear  at  the  "me- 
mory of  the  guide  of  his  youth, 
rejoices  in  bcarmg  his  testimoiiy  to 
that  excellence  which  he  has  so 
often  witnessed  I    .  S.  b. 


RECENT    DEATHS 
OF     MINISTERS. 

JULV  21,  1S03,  died  at  Trow- 
bridge, the  Rev  Nic.  Cros*;,  m  the 
seventy-second  year  of  his  age  In 
the  year  1780,  he  rewgned  hk 
charge,  through  grow  In-;  infirmi- 
ties, after  havmg  been  nc^r  th  rty 
years  Minister  pf  the  I  idcp  indent 
congregation  in  that  town.  On 
the  28th,  his  remains  were  interred 
in  the  family- vault  in  the  Meeimg- 
house  Yard  j  his  pall  being  borne 
by  six  ministers  ;  and  his  iuncr«U 
sermon  was  preached  by  his  mjc- 
ccssor,  from  Heb.  vi.  19. 

Also,  more  recently,  the  Rev, 
and  aged  Mr.  Allison,  of  Ponder's 
End.  —  Also  the  Rev.  Mr.Browoy 
of  Harlow. 

Nov.  3,  died  suddenly,  the  Rev. 
G.  Parsons,  Minister  of  the  Gospel, 
at  Kington,*  Warwickshire,  aged 
sixty-eight.  On  the  following  Sa- 
turday, after  attending  his  renuios 
to  the  grave,  his  death  was  im- 
proved in  a  funeral -sennon,  preachr 
ed  by  Mr.  Moody,  of  Warwick. 
The  grief  manifested  by  the  whole 
village,  but  especially  by  the  con- 
gregation, was  more  than  language 
tan  well  express. 

On  Friday,  Nov.  4,  died  the  Rev, 
R.  De  Courcy,  near  thirty  year$ 
Vicar  of  St.  Alkmond*s,  Shrews- 
bury, where  his  ministerial  hboun 
have  been  abundantly  blessed  aiul 
owned  among  all  sorts  of  people. 
His  view  of  the  Gospel  was  clear 
and  evangelical  ;  and  he  held  forth 
the^  Word  of  Life  with  an  energy 
and  pathos  which  seldom  failed  f 
effect  his  congregation  in  the  roost 
sensible  manner.  —  His  death  is 
supposed  to  have  been  brought 
on  by  the  bursting  of  a  blood- 
vessel. —  His  remains  were  in- 
terred at  Shawbury,  on  the  9th, 
attended  by  a  cor^^iderable  number 
•  of  his  friends,  who  were  atixious  to 
render  to  his  memory  this  last  tri^ 
bute  of  respect. 

grjT  Of  several  of  the  above  ex. 
ceUent  men,  we  hope,  in  the  course 
of,. the  next  year,  t«  present  our 
readers  with  interesting  Memoirs ; 
and  ^all  be  obliged  to  any  of  our 
Correspondents  who  may  be  able 
to  assia  lu  withj^aterkls* 
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'MtrcH  has  been  written  on  the 
•abject  ot  Pulpit  Eloquence.  On 
the  pne  hand,  it  nas  been  contended » 
that  the  primitive  and  apostolic 
preachers  of  Christtamty  renounced 
n ;  and,  on  the  other,  that  they 
practised  it.  These  opinions  are  not' 
altogether  irreconcileable.  Those 
acquainted  with  the  manner  in 
which  the  Greek  orators  studied 
their  art,  must  know  that  they 
made  eloquence  their  primary  ob. 
ject  \  which  is  certainly  inconsist- 
cut  with  the  character  ot  a  Christian 
preacher,  whose  aim  should  not 
bb  to  gain  applause,  but  to  win 
s«ols.  On  the  other  side,  it  has 
been  saidy  Apollos  was  an  eloquent 
man;  Paul's  language  was  emi- 
nently  nervous ;  and  John's  remark, 
ably  pathetic.  Though  they  did 
not  sacrifice  the  interests  of  Chris- 
tianity  to  their  own-  fume,  or  the ' 
gratiftcatwn  of  their  curious  hear- 
crs,  yet  they  did  not  fail  to  employ 
eiery  talent  they  possessed  in  the 
service  of  their  divine  Master. 
There  is  an  eloquence,  the  charac. 
ters  of  which  are  simplicity,  per- 
spicuity,  strength,  and  pathos : 
an  eloquence  rather  natural  than 
artificial ;  which  lecommends  its 
siibject  rather  than  tlie  speaker. 
Such  was  the  eloquence  employed 
by  the  more  eminent  primitive 
preachers  of  Christianity  ;  and  such 
IS  that  displayed  in  the  volume  now 
before  us.  Its  character  is  not  in. 
deed  perfect  accuracy.  These  dis. 
courses  do  not  smell  of  the  lamp  : 
they  are  not  laboured  by  repeated 
writing  \  the  periods  are  not  always 
nicely  turned  \  nor  are  the  expres. 
f  ions  always  chosen  with  care  :  but 
the  preacher's  heart  was  in  his 
work,  and  with  an  apparent  negli. 
gence,  as  to  the  minutise  of  compo- 
sttion,  he*  often  catches  **  a  grace 
beyond  the  reach  of  art." 

Another  important  branch  of 
composition  is  metifixi;  and  here  ajsp, 
perhaps,  Mr.  Jay  will  not  satisfy 

XI. 


the  severe  critic.  His  general  plan 
is  not  to  coVnprehend  all  the  ideas 
suggested  by  the  text,  nor  to  ar- 
range them  with  logical  exacthcss  5 
but  to  select  those  which  appear  to 
him  most  interesting,  and  to  arrange 
them  so  as  may,  in  general,  be  most 
easy  for  the  memory :  this,  in  some 
instances,  produces,  what  mav  be 
called  a  quaJfttnffs,  not  perfectly 
consistent  with  the  delicacy  of  mo- 
dem criticism  ;  but  if  it  strikes  the 
attention,  and  fastens  on  the  me. 
mory,  —  these  are  objects  of  more 
importance.  These  remarks  pre- 
mised, we  proceed  to  offer  an  ana. 
lysis  of  some  of  the  discourses, 
which  may  serve  as  specimens  of 
the  whole. 

The  first  Sermon  considers  the 
miraculous  History  of  the  Quail s^ 
from  Num.  xi.  3 1 — 34 :  which  pas- 
sage is  ti^ated  by  way  of  obscr. 
vation,  under  the  following  just, 
pertinent,  and  useful  remartL^:  — 
The  passage  shews,  first,  **  The 
power  and  dominion  of  God,"  as 
exemplified  in  the  providential  sup- 
plies of  his  people.  Secondly, 
*•  How  much  more  diligent  men  arc 
in  collecting  the  meat  that  perish-  . 
eth,  tHan  ili  labouring  for  that 
which  endureth  to  everlasting  life.'* 
Thirdly,  Persons  may  gather  and 
hoard  up,  what  they  may  never  live 
to  enjoy.**  Fourthly,  "It  is  not 
the  refusal,  but  the  gratification  of 
our  desires,  that  often  proves  ruin- 
ous." •  These  remarks  are  illus. 
trated  by  a  number  of  pointed  inter- 
rogatories, and  lead  to  a  few  piac- 
rical  remarks,  which  conclude  the 
Sermon. 

The  second  discourse  is  entitled 
M  Hope  i"  aM  is  founded  on  Rom. 
V.  5.  It  is  divided  into^two  parts : 
I.  The  preacher  proposes  to  shew 
how  the  Christian's  hope  preserves 
from  shame  ;  and,  II.  To  ascertain 
its  connection  with  the  love  of  Qod* 
Under  the  former  part  of  the  dis- 
course,  the  preacher  observes  that 
'<  Hope  may  cause  shame,  first.  By 
the  insufficiency  of  its  object;— J 
such  is  the  worldling's  hope :  —  a« 
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By  the  weakness  of  its  foundation ; 
—  such  is  the  self-righteous  Phari- 
see's:—^ind^  3.  By  thefalicne^s  of  its. 
warrant ;  —  such  is  the  licentious 
Antinomian's.  In  the  second  part 
^f  the  discourse,  Mr.  Jay  shovsrs 
tliat  '*  the  love  of  God  shed  abroad 
yi  ovir  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghost,** 
is  essentially  coqnectedi  with  our 
tofjc  J  —  I.  As  it  is  a  proof  of  xhn 
divine  regard » —  2 .  As  it  ckaracter*t 
ices  the  true  Christian  j  —  3.  As  i% 
qualifies  for  Heaven  ;—>  aqd,  4,  H 
the  anticipation  of  it.  This  dis* 
course  contains  much  excellent  mat- 
^er  ;  and  is  concluded  by  an  ani-. 
mated  and  faithful  addi^s  to  the 
consciences  of  various  classes  of 
nearerSk 

The  Third  Sermon  is  on  the  pa- 
rable of  the  two  Sons»  Matt.  xxi. 
38— 3 1, which  Mrs  Jay  applic;s,  first, 
to  the  two  classes  of  Jews  and  Geiw 
tifes;  and,  secondly,  gives  it  a  more 
general  application  to  the  di^ermt 
classes  of  hearers  in  all  ages.  Of 
tlbe  Father's  address,^  he  observe s» 
it  is  a^ectionate,  ^'  My  son  j"  -^  it 
is  practical/ <  go  work  ;"-^  it  is  ur- 
gent, **  to-day."  In  the  conduct 
of  the  two  sons,  he  sees  examples  of 
repentance  and  apoktacy .  The  cha« 
r^cters  are  drawn  by  the  hand  of  a 
master,  and  discovers  miich)c(K)W. 
.  ledge  of  the  profcssingf  worlds  an* 
pf  mankind. 

We  cannot  proceed  in  the  way  of 
analysts  throu^iout.  the  volume; 
we  can  give  littl^more  than  the 
subjects  of  the  remaining  sermon^. ' 
The  fourth  enfprces  Christian  dili« 
jgencesy  from  t  Peter  i^.  3-^7-  Scr- 
inonV.  onEccles.  viii.  ii,  very  ju^ 
diciously  considers  and  deplores 
t)»e  abuse  of  the  Divine  forbeaiv 
^;K:e. 

.  The  .sixth  Sermon,  founded  on 
1  John  iii.  ao,  is  entitled  *^  Assur^ 
sfice  i"  evidmUy.  meaning*  not  the 
assurance  of  fa^th,  founded  upon* 
the  divine  word ;  bin  the  assurance 
of  hope,,  arising  from>the  evidoures* 
pf  our  converted  st^le.  The*  £oi- 
lowing  Sermon,  entitled  "  Domes^^ 
tic  Happiness,;*  if  w«  arc  not  misT 
iAforined,  was  preachedtoa  the^:aimi.> 
versary  of  the  roarriagrt  whkhj 
occasioned  Mr.  Jay's  celebiated* 
«er|^i9lipfi  the  Puitifs  of  Hii^Mda- 


and  Wives ;  and  is  of  a  charact^ 
very  similar  to  that  discourse. 

Sermon  VI A,   on  a^Be»ori.  it, 
entitled,   "  Happiness  in  Death,'* 
is  interesting  and  animated.     **  Ser- 
vice done  fof  Ood  rt wiLrdeii."  i*  th^ 
singular  title  of^the  nii^h  Discourse, 
from  Ezek.  xxix.  17— ^ao,  alluding 
to  the  history  of  Nebuch^dnca^ar, 
from  which  Mr.  Jay  suggots  three- 
remarks;— I. The  disposal  of  statci' 
and  nations  is  the  woric  of  Diviac 
Providence ;  —  *•  Men  may  servo 
God  really,  whea  they  do  not  servo, 
him    by    design  5  —  3f.  We  slmll 
never  be  losers  l>y  any  thing  we  do 
for  God.  TJie  tenth  Discourse  well 
improves  "  The  DisappointnKats^ 
of  Life^"  from   those  remaritable 
wordsof  Job  (xxi».  i».)  «« 1  stolt 
die  in  my  nest." 

Sermoa  XL  In  a  very  masterly 
and  ensrgctic  style,  exposes,  **  The 
danger  of  neutrality' m  religion," 
fnom  Matt.  vi.  14^  The  kst  Dis* 
course  is  on  a  very  pleasing  subject^ 
"  The  Family  of  oub  Loni^r  Mat*- 
xiL  49v  50,  The  two  last;are  capi» 
tal  SermonSy  especially  tlie  teotl^ 
which  ma)c^  chaU^nfecfisttpAolMa^ 
w»tliaoy,diM:ounaeK  ea:her  iarthisor 
the  former  volume*  £r«iii  several 
of  tham;  we  shouM  bo  glad  to  pee* 
sent;  our  readex?  wfith  extracts;  mir 
shaU  probably  attemaft  to  ffiy e a  lev. 
specimens,  in.  our  SuppIcHieaiaqri' 
NuBtber/  At  present  we  siallcQfk 
c We  wi|h  anothor  geaexal  remnfe 
upon  the  work  before  ua. 

To  compare  this  witk  the  Ibnner 
volume  is,  perhap%  usckss*     If 
some  discaursas  are:  lesa  sftsiking, 
others  are  perhaps,  at  least  in  some 
parts,  sttperior ;  but  second  voianies 
are  under  some  disadvantage,    as 
they  cannot  have  the  charm  of  no* 
velty,  which  often  strikes  us  on  our 
first  acquaintance  with  an  author.  - 
Bk>th display  a  rich  invention;    a' 
deep.kncnvkdge  of  mankind  and  ci< 
the  humaA  heart ;  and,  above  ail» 
an  extensive  acquaintance  with  tbe 
Scriptures,,  of  which  the  oreacher 
mal^  ajudioioosaiidabttnQaat  uie^ 

We  wish  aotv  hcfweveiy  .to  deal" 
01st  indiseriminate   pruse  s  -^  we 
confess,  thKt  in  somrof  tht'dis^ 
courses  we  have  fek  a  deficieacV| 
foF|  th«?  W9  iovie  pactioil  preacV 
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fUg^  and  midily  aclotoivrledge  that    them  that  ifc»ar  h\m  not ;  Ifiiis  m« 


Mr.  Jay  excttiU  in  tliat  line,  and 
tkkv  all  his  discotirMs  are  fouaded 
•n  Evangelical  principle^,  —-yet 
we  wish  thase  prmciples  appsared 
tn6r6  prominent;  and  should  he 
•xt«nd  h}^  publkationa  to  a  third 
volume,  we  hope  he  will  avail  him* 
Nlf  of  Thk  hint)  and  bring  them 
forwardy  —  not  in  the  forbiddinf^ 
form  of  a  ConftNMr«rsialisty  but  in 
SJbuc^  «amc  engaging  dress  ixx  which 
he  bas  clothed  the  Christian  Mo. 
rals.  We  uarticularly  allude*^ to 
the    dying   love  and   mediatorial 


trodueing  the  <ext,  which  is  Eeek. 
He.  4i  the  -preacher  then  foimd!rp 
upon  this  striking  passage,  the  fbl« 
kywing  judidoLis  observations :—« 
I  St  j  "That  the  servants  of  God^ 
are  distinguished  from  the  rest  oF 
the  world  b^  their  opinion  of  sin  f 
and  by  their  conduct  under  divine^ 
chastisement."  2.  *Mn  perilous 
ttnes,  the  former  are  represented  a< 
being  the  objects  of  his  peculiar 
care.*'  3.  He  shews,  that  **  a< 
great,  and  in  some  respects  similar 
abonuilationft  to  those  sighed  for  hf 


gbries  of  the  Redeemer,    which    tlic  Israelites,  are  commit  ted  ki  00^ 


w«  know  have  th^ir  share  in  the 
pulpit-exercises  of  Mr.  Jayj  and 
are  not  only  worthy  of  hh  pen,  tut 
pf  the  inspired  lips  of  angels  and 
taints  In  glory. 

SermoM  ht  the  Dhubiitf  and  Ofurs* 
timts  ^  ihi  Hfiy  Okoit.      By  R« 

•  Hawker,  D.D.  &c.  Third EtHfi$i$. 
ttmo^  45.  hoards  %  Pv$,  ^s.(>d,  Ms* 

,  In  aqnouacing  this  Second 
Volume  of  the  new  edition  of  Dr. 
Hawker's  Works,  which  has  been 
^ain  retouched  and  improved  by 
ills  own  pen,  we  o^ly  find  it  neces^ 
fary  \o  refer  to  our  account  of  the 
^rst  edition,  in  a  fonner  volumei 
when  we  gave  a  fuU  account  of  it } 
^m  which  we  shall  only  cite  the 
folk>wa«g  paragraph  t  <— ^'  Strongly 
«8  we  expressed  our  approbation  of 
the  Sermons  on  the  Divinity  of 
Christ,  we  are  much  better  pleased 
with  the  contents  of  the  present 
volume ;  .  which  we  earnestly  re. 
commend  to  the  attentive  consider, 
ation  of  our  readers  in  general^  and 
ministers  in  particular. •• 

EwM,  Mag*  «»/.  //.>.  j9s. 


FAST  SERMONS. 

^he  Reining  Abominations  con- 
sidered and  lamented.  Preached 
at  Ram's  ChapcU  tixmertOH^  on  Wed. 
nesdeff,  Oct .  1 9,  1  $e3,.  By  the  ^e*v, 
W.  B.  Williams,  B.  A.  Minuter 
of  the  above  Chapei^  J£c*    Si^,  li. 

Mft.WiUiams,  in  his  exor4iain# 
CPIwiderB  the  grand  distinction  ^ 
xnankind  fis  ^divided  into^  twp 
^lossea^.^  th^  that  fear  God,  and^  war  V* 


own  landj"  ^  4.  He  enquires^ 
♦*  What,  from  past  experiences^ 
might  reasonably  be  apprehended 
from  present  appearances  ? ' '  Lastly^ 
He  enumerates  some  circumstancei 
irhich  induce  the  hope,  <^that,  not* 
withstanding  our  provocations  and 
threatened  ruin,  the  Lord  will  yet 
spare  his  people  :*».  a  hope  in  which 
we  most  cordially  concur,  while 
we  feel  all  the  force  of  the  author*^ 
strong  and  nervous  representatioftd 
of  the  present  depraved  state  of 
oinr  country,  and  the  judgment^ 
whidi  our  sius  deserve. 


A  Discourse  delivered  at  fhp  Drum* 
Headf  on  the  Fort  at  Morgan^  Oct* 
19,  i8oj,  the  Day  of  the  General 
Fasty  before  the  Fblunteen.,  com* 
manded  by  the  Right  Hon.  IT.  Pitt, 
Deiivired  also  brfore  the  Ministers^ 
Vc.  of  the  Ernst  Kent  Assodatnm^ 
otFoihttome,  Octl  26 ;  and^  on  Nov^ 
13,  tSo)»  to  the  Foluntetrs  if  Souths 
warh^  9sfd.  atsembled  with  thi 
jMthor*t  tnpn  Congregation.  By  J^ 
.Rippon,  D.  D.  Publish^ at  Ko'* 
quest*     Zvo,  is, 

^  This  discourse  is  founded  on  ^ 
text,  which  we  earnestly  wish  may 
be  duly  regaicded  by  all  our  bre- 
thren  in  arm^  Deut.  xxiii.  9. 
♦*  When  the  host  goeth  forth  against 
thine  enemies,  then  keep  thee  from 
every  wicked  thing.**  After  a. 
suitable  introduction,  in  which  tho 
preacher  carefully  distinguishes  ber 
tween  offensive  and  defensive  war,  ho 
proceeds  to  state  the  following  ini^ 
quiry  :  — r  **  How  should  a  peoplo 
behave  when   they   are  gpwg  to 


His  «v>swer  contauis  seve^ 

4A. 
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tal  particulars,  i.  They,  should 
avoid  rashness  and  inconsideration  ; 
«-  1.  They  should  keep  them^ves 
irom  a  praycrlcss  condition ;— 3. 
They  should  preserve  themselves 
^om  ^resuinpiiioa  $  — and,  4.  From 
despair.  EacS  of  these  is  consider, 
ably  amplified,  and  enlivened  with 
mnecdotesy  well  adapted  to  secure 
the  attention  oithe  church miliianty  to 
whicUi  U  was  first  delivered.  Under 
the  second  head,  the  author  pro* 
poses  to  the  soldiers  a  short  prayer^ 
suited  to  their  use  when  mkrcning  to 
battle.  When  this  was  pronounced, 
we  ^xt  informed,  ail  the  military 
men  uncovered  tlieit  heads,  and 
behaved  with  peculiaur  reverence.— • 
Among  the  reasons  advanced  by 
ihe  preacher,  why  we  should  not 
despair  he  insists,  on  the  charac« 
ter  of  the  enemy,  which  is  depicted 
in  tjie  most  frightful  colours.  Col. 
Wilson's  testimony  concerning  the 
cruelty  of  Bonaparte,  in  murdering 
j8oo  of  his  prisoners,  and  in  poison- 
ing 580  of  his  sick  troops,  is 
brought  forward :  to  whicn  the 
author  adds  a  circumstance,  related 
bj  Dr.  Wittnwn,  in  his  Travels 
in  Turkey,  who  says,  f*  That  Bo- 
.  naparte  threatened  the  priests  at 
Jerusalem,  That  if  ever  lie  should 
obtain  possession  of  that  city,  he 
would  plant  the  tree  of  liberty  on 
the  very  spot  on  which  the  cross  of 
Jesiu  stood  ;  and  would  bury  the 
^%t  French  grenadier,  wlu>  should 
fall  in  the  atuck,  in  the  tomb  of 
our  Saviour.  —  When  I  recol- 
lect this  profanity,"  he  adds,  «'  I 
will  not  despair.*' —  The  Sermoa 
concludes  with  an  aflfeclionate  and 
fcriiiiful  Address  to  the  Volunteers, 
fu  (lie  cou^crns  of  their  own  souls. 


The  Goodness  of  God  to  Israel, 
and  also  to  Great  Britain.  By  ]^ 
"^iTownsend.    8at>,  i/. 

MR*  Townscnd  selects  for  hit 
text,  pMlm  cxlvii.  20,  <*  fic  hath 
not  dealt  so  with  Miy  nation."  Af. 
ter  a  brief  exorditim,  the  preacher 
nms  a  striking  parallel  between  the 
ttute  of  Israel  and  of  our  own  coun- 
try, equally  distingiiislted  by  erai* 
nent  privileges,  and 'by  tlie  abuse 
qS  thew.    After  much  excellent 

A 


previous  tnattcr,  he  very  scriomff' 
and  aiFectioitetely  addressed  the 
yoluateers  who  were  present,  co. 
couragiog  them  not  only  to  exert 
themselves  for  the  salvation  of  their 
country,  — but  also  to** fight  the 
good  nght  of  faith,  and  lay  hold  00 
eternal  )ife." 

{The remaining  Fast  Scnmms  vtsU  b4 
noticed  in  our  Sup^UmenU] 

Vox  Ccelorum.  A  Rel^ious  JUmh^ 
nock  f  for  1S04;  comprizing  a  great 
Variety  of  usefut  Information  amd 
Religious  Improvements  \  vnth  ax 
explanation  of  oH  the  Sarnis  Dq^rs, 
Astronomicai  Ter  mSf  fstc,  iffTheo- 
philus  Sage,  Esq.  Stitched,  is,  Stf^ 
—  neatly  sewed^  is,  %d. 

Those  who  have  long  regretted 
the  absurdities  of  the  common  AI* 
manacks,will  receive  this  work  with 
pleasure.  Instead  of  the  BOMeose 
of  astrology  and  lying  prognostica* 
tions,  the  author,  has  given  every 
thing  useful  in  an  Almanack ;  in- 
teresting  Explanations  of  the  Ca* 
lendar,  under  every  month ;  aGar« 
dener  and  Parmer's  Calendar,  — 
some  pleasing  Moral  and  ReligMWS 
Verses:  to  which  arc  added,  an 
Explanation  of  the  French  Calen* 
dar,  useful  Hints  on  the  Weather, 
High  Water,  Holydays,  Terms, 
Eclipses,  Reg^l  Tables,  $cc.  kt. 

These  Alnianacks  are  printed  OQ 
the  san\e  size,  and  may  be  had 
bound  with  the  Ckristian  Loifs 
Diary ;  which  is  this  year  embel- 
lished with  the  portrait  of  the  ex. 
cellent  Mrs.  H.  Mm^e^  and  enriched 
with  an  Address  from  Dr.  Hawker. 

LITERARY  NOTICE. 

Wx^undervtand  that  the  Jlev.W. 
Mosel^y,  of  Hanlejr,  is  engaged  in 
preparing  a  Map,  to  exhibit  the 
Geography  and  History  of  the  Old 
Testament  at  one  view ;  and  that 
he  has  nearly  completed  his  design'i 
containing  all  the  places  of  any 
note,  mentioned  by  Moses  and  the 
Prophets,— >the  Division  of  the  Land 
of  Israel  into  Tribes,  the  Distances 
of  the  Principal  Places  in  Judea, 
and  the  Route  of  the  Childien  of 
Israel  from  Egypt  to  CaAaan  ]  with 
an  Historical  Accouat  of  each .. 
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REUGIOUS   INTELLIGENCE. 

MISSIONARY  S^OCIETY. 

7he  following  Information,  concerning  the  prosperity  of  the  Redeefncr*s 
Kingdom,  and  the  Success  of  Mr.  Kiclierer  in  his  Mission  at  2ak 
River,  in  South  Africa,  with  the  Testimony  which  the  Three  Con- 
verted Hottentots  were  fnabkd  to  bear  publicly   to  the  Truth  and 

.  Grace  of  God,  will  be  found  singiflarly  pleasing  and  interesting  to  our 
imnierous  Readers. 


HOTTENTOTS. 

On  Monday,  November  7,  at  the 
Monthly  Missionary  Prayer-Meet- 
ing, held  on  that  evening,  at  the 
Scots  Church,  Miles's  Lane,  Ca- 
non Street,  the  congregation  was 
gratified  with  a  spectacle  as  pleas- 
ing as  it  was  new.  After  the  first 
Srayer,  which  was  offered  up  by 
Ir.  Voss,  who  was  for  some  years 
the  minister  of  a  Christian  congre- 
gation at  Rodezand,  in  Africa,  se- 
veral questions  were  proposed  by  the 
Secretary  to  Mr.  Kicherer,  a  native 
of  Holland,  who  has  been  a  suc- 
cessful Missionary,  from  the  So- 
ciety in  London,  at  Zak  River, 
about  500  miles  N.  E.  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope.  His  answers  to 
these  questions  included  a  general 
account  of  the  state  in  which  he 
first  found  the  Hottentots  of  that 
country,  their  wildness,  their  ig- 
laorance  of  all  religion,  and  their 
extreme  laziness  and  filthiness  :  — ^^ 
he  then  proceeded  to  state  the  me- 
thods wnich  he  adopted  to  gain 
their  attention,  and  to  instruct  them 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  gospel ; 
together  with  tlic  blessad  success 
which  the  Lord  has  graciously  given 
to  his  labours  ;  some  striking  in- 
stances of  which  were  mentioned. 
Mr. Kicherer's answers  (being given 
in  imperfect  English)  were  after- 
wards repeated  from  the  pulpit. 


^hree  converted  Hoiientots,  a  man, 
named  John  i  his  wife,  Mary  ;  and 
an  elderly  woman,  named  Martha, 
were  then  seated  in  the  desk,  where 
the  congregation  had  an  opportu* 
nity  of  seeing  them.  Questions 
were  proposed  to  each,  by  the  me- 
dium of  Mr.  Kicherer ;  and  their 
answers  beine  interpreted  by  him, 
were  repeated  by  the  Secretary. 
These  answers  were  highly  satis-» 
factory,  and  shewed  that  ^he  la- 
bours of  our  dear  brother  had  hot 
been  in  vain.  The  following  are 
some  of  the  questions  proposed, 
with  the  substance  of  their  an- 
swers  •  :  — 

^  What  did  you  know  of  God 
before  the  Missionaries  came  ?  A. 
We  knew  nothing  at  all  of  Him; 
we  did  not  know  there  was  any 
God  f.  —  ^..  What  did  you  then 
think  of  yourself  ?  A.  I  thought  I 
was  like  a  beast ;  and  that  when  I 
died,  there  would  be  ^n  end.  — 
^  What  have  you  since  learned 
about  yourself?  A,  I  have  learned 
that  I  am  a  poor  wicked  creature. 
—  ^.  How  is  it  possible  tl^at  such 
a  wicked  creature  can  be  brought 
into  friendship  with  Cod  ?  A.  By 
the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ.—^.  But 
why  should  the  blootl  of  Jesus 
Christ  bring  you  into  that  state  I 
A.  Because  it  was  the  appointment 
of  the  Father  that  he  sliould  bear 
our  sins ;  and  he  rose  again  from 


"^  They  had  n6  prtviouf  intimation  what  qnettions  would  he  prupfiaed  to  them, 
f  Sofne  oi  them  veacnue  a  kind  •(  walkuif  Uaf,  wh^ch  oIkj  wiiJ  not  huit;.  umI 
caU  it  a  iiod. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BELIGI0C8  nrTEjLLIGSNCB* 


ead,  to  prove  that  his  death 
accepted  ;  so  that  now  God 
pardon  all  our  8tn»  for  his 
—  ^.  Did  yon  first  seek 
St ;  or,  Did  he  seek  you  }  A, 
I  should  never  have  sought 
if  he  had  not  sought  me.  — 

0  you  love  the  Lord  Jesus 
it  }  A.  Oh  yes,  I  do !  but  not 
enough  :    I  want  to  love  him 

1  more.  -^  ^  Is  sin  hateful  to 

A,  Yes;  I  hate  it  in  my 
;  and  yet^  for  all  that,  I  do 
rery  day.  —  ^  Do  you  love 
'ommandments  of  God  i      A, 

I  love  them  much  in  my 
'f  but  there  is  sonnething  with* 
t  that  keeps  me  from  doing 
as  I  would  :  Jesus  Christ  has 
so  much  for  me,  I  grieve  that 
mot  do  more  for  him,  —  ^ 
t  are  now  your  chief  desires } 
wish  to  give  up  my  heart  en- 

to  Jesus  Christ.  —  ^.  Are 
fiankful  to  the  Missionary  So- 

tor  sending  Missionaries  to 
rountry  ?  if .  I  am  dcsh"ous  to 
:  God  for  inclining  them  to  do 
nd  I  would  thank  thehi  too, 

know  not  how  to  do  it,  for 
of  words.  — ^.  Do  yon  think 
l^hrist  will  correct  his  children 
they  offend  him  ;  or  will  he 
liem  quite  away  }  J.  He  will 
:t  them  ;  but  not  throw  them 

He  who  loved  me  from  all 
ty,  knew  before  how  bad  I 
i  be  ;  but  that  did  not  hinder 
om  loving  me  ;  and  it  is  now 
sible  he  should  cease  to  love 
-  ^  Wliat  will  you  do  whew 
>  back  to  Africa  i  A.  I  will 
1  the  people  of  my  country 
I  great  many  friends  there  are 
gland  who  love  them;  and 
nuch  they  do  pray  tor  them. 
Have  you  any  thing  to  say  to 
converted  people  in  this  con- 
ion  ?  A,  Yes ;  I  would  wish 
o  run  to  jesus  immediately, 
would  be  pity,  if  they  who 
jvery  day  of  Christ,  should 
t  hun ;  and  if  they  should 
poor  Heathen,  who  have  run 
list,  admitted  into  Heaven, 
ey  themselves  be  thrust  dowa 
ell )  —  O  it  would  be  a  sad 

three   Africans  then  sung, 
very    agr^jeablc    manner,    ^ 


Hymn ;  of  which  the  foltowbig^  b 
a  literal  Translationi  in  prose  ^•— 

<<  O  Sion's  King  I  thou  Son  of 
God,  exalted  on  the  Father^s  throne, 
I  cast  myself  down  before  thee ; 
and'^pray  for'  spirit  and  for  life,  for 
Thy  church  and  dear  bride,  liviii^ 
here  on  earth,  at  a  distance  from 
her  divine  Lover,  her  Head,  her 
Comfort,  the  Prince  of  Life,  for 
whom  she  ever  and  ever  longs  ( 
Oh,  that  I  now  might  find  thee  I 

**  Most  of  all,  O  King  of  Sion  f 
I  implore  thee,  for  lo  mutf  4tud 
souls  1  Ohy  make  thy  people  to 
fall  dowii  before  thee,  .by  thy 
Spirit  I  By  thy  power,  draw  all 
those  unto  thee,  for  whoin  thou 
didjt  sav,  *<  It  is  finished  !**  Makp 
the  deal  ears  to  hear  the  voice  of 
thy  power  and  of  thy  glory,  that  it 
may  be  said  of  Sion,  "  This  and 
that  man  was  bom  there.** 

"  Fountain  of  Life!  Almighty 
God !  it  is  the  Spirit's  inEuence  we 
crave !  Oh,  exert  the  power  of 
thy  love  i;pon  the  hearts  of  many 
men!  Bringr  Tyriant,  Philistines, 
and  Moors,  oy  the  word  and  the 
Spirit,  into  the  right  way  ;  and  let 
Hell  tremble  at  thy  work !  Rescue, 
by  thy  divine  power,  the  vessels  of 
grace  from  Satan's  might ;  and  bid 
the  dead  to  live  T* 

It  is  easier  to  conceive  than  to 
describe  the  sacred  pleasure  which 
filled  the  minds  of  a  large  assembly 
of  Christians,  when  they  thus  be* 
held  <*  £thropia  stretching  forth  her 
hands  to  God,"  and  hcar^  some  of 
Afric's  tawny  race  singin?  the 
praises  of  our  common  Loro.  In* 
deed,  the  voice  of  joy  and  praise' 
was  uncommonly  loud  aiid  ""rerven^ 
when  the  congregation  simg  that 
doxology  ,*  Praise  God,  from  whom 
all  bles:»ings  flow  I"  and,  we  trust, 
a  sincere  tribute  of  praise  was  of- 
fered up  to  God,  who  had  thus 
granted  to  the  Heathen  "  Repent* 
ance  unto  life,"     - 

We  are  informed,  that  the  Hot- 
tentots were  not  brought  to  Europe 
by  order  of  the  Directors.  Mr. 
Kicherer  having  occasion  to  retum 
to  HoUaxKi  on  domestic  affairs,  wa%» 
wiiling  to  comply  with  the  desire 
of  the  Africans  themselves,  whoj 
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With  others  of  the  converts^  hare 
lo2)g  and  earnestly  wished  to  ascer- 
tain, Whether  the  doctrines  taught 
by  the   Missionaries^  were  the  ge- 
neral sentiments  of  Europeao-Chrts. 
tians  i    it  having  often  been  sug- 
gested by  the  white  settlers,  that 
the  religion  uught  them  by  the 
Missionaries,  was  not  the  same  as 
that  generally  received  in  Europe. 
Mr.  Kicherer  also  judged,  that  it 
would  be  highly  gratifying. to  the 
friends  of  the  gospel,  both  id  Hol- 
land and  England,  to  behold  a  spe- 
cimen of  the  fruits  of  his  labours  ; 
in  which  he  was  certainly  not  mis- 
taken.   We  understand,  that  when 
he  commenced  his  work  at  Zak 
Kiver,  he  found  only  thirty-six  in- 
habitants :   the   people   in  general 
roamed   about    the   country    like 
wild  beasts,  ia  quest  of  prey.     But, 
by     his    judicious    management, 
about  600  persons  were  brought, 
and,  in  a  great  measure,  kept  to- 
gether.    He  has  been  iodejfatigable 
in  instructii^  them,  both  by  preach- 
ing and  catechizing.     About  300 
are  bow  worshippers  of  God  ;  and 
he  has  no  doubt  of  the  real  conver- 
sion of  about  forty ;  even  the  little 
children  can  give  a  good  reason  of 
the  Christian  hope  1     It  is  worthy 
^(  observation,    that  when  these 
poor  Africans   ax€  enlightened,  a 
great  change  takes  place  in  their 
.  outward  conduct-  and  appearance. 
Those    who    before   were  almost 
naked,  clothe  themselves  with  de- 
cency ;— from    t>eing   extremely 
filthy,  they  learn  to  be  clean ;  -«- 
and  from  that  laziness  which  pre- 
vails among  them  while  Heathens, 
they  leara  to  be  dtUgent,   and  to 
cultivate  the  earth  for  their  subsist- 
ence.     Thus,    while    the    gospel 
brings  to  them  a  spiritual  salva- 
tion, it  becomes  also  the  mean  of 
civilizing,  we  might  almost  say,  of 
humanizing  them  ;  and  this  affords 
an  additional  arffumeatlbr  Mission, 
ary  zeal.     Surely,  it  may  be  said, 
at  this   time,  ^'  What   hath   Ood 
wrought  I" 

>Ir.  Kicherer  intends  to  return 
with  the  Hottentots^very  shortly, 


to  Africa,  where  his  congregation 
greatly  longs  for  him ;  as  appean 
by  letters  lately  received.  He  will, 
probably,  be  accompanied  with 
additional  labourers. 

DR.VANDERKEM?. 

No  direct  information  having 
been  received  from  this  worthy  la- 
bourer for  a  long  time,  somepaia- 
ful  apprehenaiotitt  were  entertaii^d 
concerning  his  safety.  These,  how- 
ever, have  iK>w  been  most  happily 
relieved,  by  a  letter,  just  received 
from  Africa,  written  by  a  Mrs- 
Smith  (a  mother  in  that  Israel)  d** 
rected  to  Mr.  Kicherer,  dated  Majr 
30,  1^03 ;  froAi  which  the  follow^ 
ing  is  an  extract :  — 

«'  Yesterday    I  received    new^' 
from  the  brethren  near.  Algoa  Bay- 
Brother  Vandcrkemp  has  been  re- " 
covered  frbm  hi.n  itiness,  by  the 
good  hand  of  Jacob's  God;  and  his" 
lately  baptized  five  men,   six  wo-  - 
men,  ana  twelve  youths  and  chil- 
dren (twenty-three  in  all.)    They 
keep  a  love-feast  every  week;  and  ' 
after  this  the  Lord's  Supper.       I 
have  felt  of  late  a  strong  call  to 
join  them  :  and  am  only  waiting  for 
the  arrival  of  Miss  Boogaard  •,  ta 
proceed  with  her  to  Algoa  Bay.  — 
God  will  do  all  things  in  his  owa 
time!" 


Jl  tramlated  Copy  of  another , 
Letter  from  Mrs.  Smith,  cf 
Jfrica,  to  Mr.  Kicherer^ 

My  worthyiand  much.belovcd 
Brother  in  the  Lord, 

tjaACi,  peace,  and  joy  be  grant- 
ed you  in  an  abundant  measufe, 
from  the  Father,  in  our  Lord  j'esut 
Christ,  by  the  Holy  Spirit  I  Be- 
loved, I  cannot  suffer  this  good  op« 
portunity  to  slip  from  me  unim- 
proved. My  Letter  will  not  be 
long :  but-obedience  is  better  than 
sacrifice.  How  is  it  now  with  you, 
dear  Brother  ?  In  spirit,  I  travel 
along  with  you,  imploring  the  X^ord, 


*  NBn  Boogaard  is  now  the  vife  of  Mr.  Palm,  who,  with  Mr.  Erhaardr,  another 
MiNioMry,  iMw  io  L^oden,  «if  ioQcnM  t»  accompany  tbt  Rey.  Mr*  Vois/ia  a  Mi|» 
iiaa  to  the  Jil«a4  of  Ceylaa« 
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who  mlcs  the  cj^at  deep,  to  bear 
you  and  your  vvhote  company  on 
the  wiiigs  of  his  divine  protection  ; 
tacare  for  you,  and  to  comfort 
jutir  inmost  souU.  Ah,  in  how 
child-like  a  manner  is  your  un- 
worthy lister  envied,  to  do  so  I  Jt 
is  my  daily  request,  thai  He,  who 
has  all  power  in  Heaven  and  on 
earth,  may  cause  you  to  find  favour 
in  the  hearts  of  those  with  whom 
you  may  be  engaged !— At  the  bot- 
tcrm  of  all,  however,  is  this  prayer, 
♦•  Lord,  bring  him  back  to  his  poor 
flock  r*  Oh,  that  you  knew  what 
a  moumhig  there  has  been  here  for 
your  absence  \  Nothing  but  the 
secret  hope  of  the  people,  to  see 
thctr  mkiister  once  more  in  their 
inidst,  makes  the  los«  somewhat 
btarable:  Oh,  dear  Brother  Kich- 
^rer,  if  it  be  the  Lord's  will,  has- 
ten b^k  to  your  &heep,  which  you 
have  left  in  tl>e  wilderness!  But 
now  give  n>e  leave  to  tell  you  a  few 
of  the  occurrences  iii  this  congre- 
gatioD,  since  you  left  us  :  —  The 
Spirit  of  God  has  been  stirring  here 
to  biing  sinners,  both  old  and  young, 
to  Christ  Jesus.  About  eighteen 
iodi^^duaU  have  Uitely  experienced 
a  work  of  grace  in  tlieir  hearts. 
There  is  what  you  may  call  a  gene- 
ral awakening  in  our  Heathen  con* 
rrecatioai  and  many  seem  to  be  v^y 
lively  in  their  course.  Oh,  dear 
Brother,  do,  pray  much  to  the 
Lord,  that  he  may  strengthen  the 
things  he  himself  has  wrooght.  — ^ 
The  blessed  instrument  in  the  hand 
of  Jetus  to  bring  about  thi^  happy 
work,  •  was  our  Brother  Irwm. 

Npw,  I  must  briefly  relate  some- 
tfcirrg  concerning  our  Catherine,  the 
Boscheman-womau,  who,  with  her 
husband,  tlie  Bastard  Hottentot, 
was  the  first  to  join  you,  fiveyear^ 
ago;  and  has  ever  since  continued 
your  faithful  servant  an4  interpre- 
ter, though  she  was  not  baptized 
tiH  November  last  year.  She  means 
to  stop  here,  at  Rodezahd,  tillyoiur 
return.  On  the  last  sacrament -day, 
she  felt  a  strong  desire  to  celebrate 
♦lie  death^of  our  Lord  in  the  Holy 
Comnumioii ;  but  being  a  despised 
stranger  here,  did  not  know  how 
ta^ct  near,  tlie  table.  The  Most 
Hi^ii  ordered  thii^s  40,  tlui  I  my- 


self,  with  a  few  more,  were  forni* 
ing  ihe  last  table  ;  I  perceiving  her 
embarrassment,  laid  hold  of^  her 
hand,  and  placed  her  close  to  my 
side.  You  cannot  conceive  in  idea» 
dear  brother,  what  an  esteem  I  feh 
irtmy  inmost  sOul  for  this  sister; 
and  what  an  union  of  heart  with  her, 
in  the  bonds  of  Christ !  Oh,  what 
happy  moments  were  those  f  In  the 
course  of  the  same  week,  both  j«hc 
and  her  husband  called  on  me, 
when  they  spake  to  me  out  of  the 
fulness  of  their  hearts,  and  en. 
quired  after  an  Opportunity  of  writ- 
ing to  you.  I  felt  this' as  a  caU 
from  Go^ ;  and  have  stated  their 
case  literaUy. 

The  disposition  of  the  Chris- 
ties here,  seems  to  be  much  more 
lively  than  formerly  ;  and  my  house 
is  continually  brimful,  both  of 
Clinstians  and  Heathens^  all  in  a 
jumble.  Loire  having  hs  worit 
among  us,  such  a  unibn  caiinot  fail 
taking  j^ace.  There  is,  as  it  were, 
no  di^erenoe  among-  us;  and  we 
resemble  (a  little)  the  primitive 
church  of  ^hrist ;  though  in  this 
confusion,  order  is  stil)  maiwfalned. 
SttCh  is  our  happy  predfcament ; 
but,  on  this  very  account,  God*s 
people  may  expect  a  heavy  conflict 
to  succeed  this  blessed  *^  season ;  for 
Satan  will  not  sit  still  if  he  be  per- 
mitted. Oh,  th.tt  the  Lord  wouM 
fit  us  for  the  appnoaching  trial ! 
How  happy  will  you  feel,  (ikarbro. 
ther,  when  you  see  your  friends 
and  ihe  people  of  the  Lord  ia  £u. 
rope  I  bur  I  charge  you  not  to  for- 
get your  tender  flock  in  Africa. 

-Now,  my  dear  Brother  in  the 
Lord,  pray  to  God  with  me,  that 
the  tye  of  the  Spiri.t,  by  which  our 
hearts  are  knit  together,  may  prove 
an  indissoluble  one  I  and  that,  tho* 
distant  in  body,  we  Trtay  have  the 
grace  daily  to  meet  in  the  center  of  ' 
our  happiness,  —  which  is  Christ! 
bearing  one  another  in  mind,  when 
we  draw  suppliet  for  our  need  out 
of  the  inexhaustible  weiUsprings  of 
salvation.  —  Please  to  remember 
me  also  to  your  coihpanions,  and  to 
all  friends  m  fiu^pe. 

The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  be  with  you,  my  Brother  I 
Make  ha^te  tp  return  to  yciu  flod^ 
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ilv)ikli  day  and  night  calleth  out  for 
you.  Farewell,  my  Brother  in  the 
JLord  i 

Your  unworthy  .Sister, 
^u>de%aHd^  M.  Smith. 

^^30,  «8o3. 

LctUrsfrom  Hottentots. 

Calherine  ittys  -thus  7  — 

Dear  Master, 

1  LET  you  know  that,  at  the  last 
-sacrament,  I  had  a  particular  im. 
pression  of  the  love  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Chnst.  Previous  to  my 
drawif^  near  unto  the  board,  1  la- 
boured uoder  ao  oppressive  sense 
of  all  my  sins }  but  when  at  the 
table,  partaking  of  the  tokens  of 
liis  flesh  and  blood,  I  felt  that  the 
Lord  Jesus  took  upon  himself  all 
my  sins;  nay,  through  grace,  I 
could  htelieve  thajr  my  sins  were 
•done  away,  from  eternity.  Every 
word,  jny  dear  Master  (Kicherer) 
kad  spoken  to  me,  the  Lord  Je^us 
Jias  blessed  to  my  foul;  and  we 
^ope  the  Lord  will  bring  our  dear 
master  back  nnto  us;  f^r  I  long 
much  t\^  see  your  face.  Moreover, 
2  take^he  liberty  of  telling  you, 
that  the  I/>rd  converts  many  people 
at  Rodezand ;  which  proves  the 
^;reate!it  comfort  and  support,  as  it 
seeq;is  here,  that  the  itime  is  now 
come  when  the  Lord  sliall  pour 
out  his  blessing  over  the  whole 
world,  and  draw  all  poor  sinners 
ivnto  himself.  Accept  my  cordial 
los^  to  you,  dear  Sir.  Oh,  I  wish 
that  the  dear  Lord  may  always  be 
«vith  ray  dear  Master  1     Please  to 

S've  my  love  to  Marv,  Jolui,  and 
'artha.  All  my  children  are  well. 
"We  live  at  Mr.  Bligmao's  ;  and, 
through   God's  mercy,    do    very 

Your  XQMt  humble  Servant, 

C.   D.  FOKTUIN, 

a  Botcheman* 


7he  UUer  ^the  Bfiiband  ofiM 
/orwKT.  ' 

My  very -dear  Sir, 

I  cannot  forbear  to  inform  you, 
that  the  Lord  has  been  very  good 
|o  my  soul^    My  way  was  loiig  very 
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gloomy ;  but  the  Lord  Jesvs  Christ 
has  caused  his  light  to  shine  into 
my  soul.  At  the  last  sacrament 
we  had  at  Rodezand,  I  ielt  great 
joy  in  my  heart.  Nk:ver  since  I, 
poor  sinner,  began  to  walk  in  the 
ways  of  the  Lord,  did  I  experience 
the  all-sufficiency  of  Jesus,  and  his 
readiness  to  Mess  poor  sinners  in  a» 
powerful  a  manner,  as  on  the  last 
Lord*s  Day,  when,  during  that 
part  of  divine  service  which  js  ap- 
propriated for  tlie  Heathen,  Mrs. 
Smith  spake  upon  Rev.  vii.  9,  to 
the  end.  Ah,  th^  Lord  Jesus  stood 
ready  to  receive  usl  That  my 
dear  Master. had  left  us,. proved  a 
heavy  trial  to  me  i  but  ray  com- 
fort is  this,  that  it  happened  agree- 
ably to  the  will  of  the  Lord  Je$i«i 
Christ;  and,  I  believe  that  our  dear 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  wil)  restore  you  ^ 
to  us  poor  people.  Ah,  mv'  very  ' 
dear  Master,  do  pray  much  tpr  ^e, 
and  for  us  alU  for  I  trust  and  be- 
lieve that  the  Lord  will  certainly 
hear  my  dear  Master,  my  Jfather 
Kichercr,  who  has  begotten  me  by 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Accept  a  thousand  thanks  a^id  sa- 
lutations from  me ;  and  remember 
me  aifcctionately  to  Mr.  Scholtz, 
John,  Mary,  and  Martha.  Well, 
J  hope  the  Lord  Jesus  will  cause 
us  once  more  to  meet  together* 
A  thousand  greetings  to  the  Mis- 
sionary Society!  Although  we  have 
not  known  one  another  here,  yet  wc 
sliall  get  acquainted  with  each  other 
in  Heaven. 

William  Peter  Fortuiij, 
Bauard  HotUtUoi. 


Bra  Letter  received  from  Mr,  J. 
Irwin,  Missionary  at  the  Cape,dated 
June  2,  1803,  it  appears  that  he 
had  not  then  found  an  opportunity 
to  join  Dr.  Vanderkemp,  near 
Algoa  Bay;  but  had  received  a 
Letter  from  him,  promising  to  send 
a  waggon  for  his  conveyance.  H^ 
has  also  sent  for  Mr.  W.  Read,  who 
was  learning  the  Dutch  language 
at  the  Cape.  "  The  Doctor,"  he 
says,  **  intends  to  form  another  Mi^ 
si  on  near  the  Great  Fish  River,  for 
the  instruction  both  of  the  Caffireji 
and  Hottentots. 
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Mr.  Irwin  adds.  That  his  Exed- 
Icncy  Governor  Janscns  (the  Dutch 
Governor  of  the  Cape)  assures  him, 
That  the  Missionaries  may  depend 
on  his  esteem  and  assistance. 

(f^"  Mr.  Kicherer  is  employed  in 
preparing  a  detailed  account  of  his 
proceedings  in  Africa,  with  which 
we  hope  to  b^  favoured  ;  and  which, 
we  trust,  we  shall  have  the  plea- 
sure of  presenting  to  our  readers  in 
the  first  Number  of  our  Magazine 
for  the  new  year. 


JAMAICA. 

To  the  Editor. 
Dear  Sir, 

J  have  lately  received  Letters  from 
Moses  Baker,  in  Jamaica  (some 
.i^ccount  of  whom  appeared  in 
your  Magazine  for  September) 
^d  find  he  was  going  on  with  aii 
increasing  prospect  of  success, 
till  he,  ana  all  the  other  Chris- 
tian negroes,  were  silenced  by  the 
late  act,  ever  since  last  Christ, 
mas. .  He  has  sent  me  Letters, 
.or  copies,  from  several  Gentle- 
men, proprietors  of  estates,  in 
his  neighbourhood,  which  I  have 
transcribed  and  inclosed,  to  shew 
the  prospects  he  had  before  the 

-    ^ct  passed. 

I  remain  yours,  &c. 

—  **  In  compliance  with  the  last 
^vitation,"  he  says,  **  I  went  down 
to  Kingston,  and  got  a  good  man  to 
come  up  and  instruct  that  gentle- 
man's slaves;  but  all  is  stopped. 
'From  Christmas.day,  I  have  oeeri 
prevented  preachinj^  or  saying  a 
word  to  any  part  of  my  C9ngrcga- 
tion.  From  this  we  can  expect  no- 
thing but  a  great  falling  away  of 
the  weaker  Christians.  The  poor 
destitute  flock  is  left  to  go  astray 
without  a  shepherd.  Yet,  as  the 
Xord  has  promised  he  will  not  for* 
sake  us,  nor  leave  us,  we  have  rea- 
son to  believe,  that  if  God  is  for 
VSy  thqu|:h  all  the  world  be  against 
ifs,  wp  will  endeavour,  by  the  power 
of  his  grace,  to  hold  our  profession 
Tunto  the  end;  therefore,  we  cry 
?ind  crave  to  God,  night  and  day, 
/or  Jiu  great  mercy  and  assistance  I 
We  trust  God  will  put  it  in  your 
^wer  to  send  us  ^ssi^taacc,  for  the 


Lord  Jesus  Christ's  sake,  and  fcBf 
the  sake  of  so  many  poor  souls, 
that  will  be  totally  lost  for  the  want 
of  your  assistance  I  We  humbler 
beseech  you  all  to  pray  for  us,  po^r 
distressed  creatures  as  we  are.  Yoor 
kind  presents  of  books  I  am  obliged 
to  lay  aside  ;  but  I  trust  in  the  Lord 
they  will  be  a  great  help  and -sup- 
port, by  and  bye,  to  this  small  coo* 
gregation,** 


Copx/  of  a  Letter  from  — -^^ 
Esq.  to -'•^--^f  Esq. 

Dear  Sir, 

This  will  be  presented  by  Mr, 
Baker,  whom  I  seKd  inconsequence 
of  your  request.  You  will  nnd  he 
will  soon  eradicate  all  obeah  from 
your-  estate,  which  is  one  of  the 
many  good  consequences  I  have 
found  ffom  his  attendance  at  F— — v 
I  know  of  no  inconvenience  he  has 
been  to  our  property,  to  counter- 
balance the  substantial  benefits  we 
have  received. 

On  his  first  coming,  he  shewed 
me  his  book,  which  is  an  exposi- 
tion of  his  principles,  and  of  the 
doctrines  he  teaches ;  which  I  ap- 
proved of,  as  containing  sound  mo- 
rality ;  and  as  I  have  never  found 
bad  customs  introduced.  I  have 
left  Mr.  Baker  and  the  negroes  en- 
tirely  to  themselves,  witm>ut  any 
intenerence,  except  in  the  case  of 
matrimony;  to  which  I  now  re- 
quire my  assent  to  be  given :  tho', 
in  thisreipect,  I  have  never  refused 
it  but  once.  The  too  great  dis- 
paragement of  ages,  and  the.inter- 
ference  of  property,  are  with  me  the 
only  reasons  of  refusing  my  assent. 
There  are  about  loo  couple  mai^ 
ried  at  F and  C— . 

Many  of  my  friends  in  the  outset, 
as  well  as  the  people  under  me, 
used  their  endeavours  to  persuade 
me  ^f  mischiefs  that  arose,  pr  were 
likely  to  arise  from  it;  aiid  I  have 
to  thank  my  own  firmness  in  resist- 
ing their  fears  or  insinuations.  It 
has  ^een  established  near  eight 
years,  viz.  from  the  15th  of  Oct. 
1794;  and  with  increasing  adv^n* 
tages  to  the  property  and  the  |H^l  * 
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CftMM*     I  beg  my  resoects  to  the 
Uidies ;  and  am,  dear  Sir,     y 

.  your  faithful  humble  Servant^ 


To  Mr.  Baker. 
Sir,  Ati^.  iSoi. 

I  FBBL  myself  much  obliged  to 
Mr.  ,  for  sending  you  to  this 
estate,  to  begii>  your  system  of  in- 
structing my  negroes  in  the  Chris- 
tian religion.  Such  is  my  opinion 
of  the  use  and  benefit  it  will  be  to 
the  happiness  of  them,  and  as  well 
to  my  interest,  that  I  authorize  you 
to  look  out  for  some  well  qualified 
person  of  your  persuasion,  and  to 
employ  him  to  come  and  reside 
here,  and  \each  my  ^negroes  the 
Christian  faith  :  I  mean  the  person 
to  be  subject  to  your  doctrine.  I 
shall  encourage  and  support  him 
in  pursuing  your  mode  and  pre- 
cepts as  I  have  s«en  and  heard.  — 
J.  R.  of  C^  estate,  will  unite  with 
me  in-  this  undertaking,  so  as  to 
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enable  us  to  join  in  making  the  re. 
sidence  comfortable  to  any  gooi 
4nan.  At  all  events,  I  will  insure 
you  a  salary,  and  ground  to  culti< 
irate.  Waiting  your  success, 
t  am,  Sir, 
your  friend  and  Servant, 

W.IL 

To  Mr.  Bake f. 

Sir,  Sept.  5,  180* 

I  AM  so  well  pleased  with  th^ 
•manner  you  this  day  used  to  in- 
struct my  negroes  in  the  principles 
of  religion,  that  I  must  request 
you  to  cominue  your  pious  endea- 
vours to  convert  them  to  Christi- 
anity. In  conformity  to  this  my 
request,  I  desire  that  my  overseer^' 
and  all  the  white  people  employed 
on  my  estate,  shall  countenance 
your  proceedings  therein  ;  and  by 
no  means  attempt  to  hinder  or  mo- 
lest you,  or  by  any  means  what- 
ever, keep  back  my  negroes  from 
attendiug  you. 

Yours,       R.  H. 


MISSIONARY  COLLECTIONS. 

Collected  at  the  Monthly  Prayer-Meeting,  Miles»s  Lane    £•  "  '3  • 

Rev.  Isaac  Tozer  and  Congregation,  at  Taunton         —        9  la  o 

JRev.  J.  Clark  and  Congregation,  at  Brigg  —      11  10  o 

Collected  at  the  Rev.  C.  F.  Steinkopfft*s  church         —       1    3  o    ' 
.  •«•  Handsome  Collections  have  lately  been  made  at  several  places  of 
worship  in  London,  the  particulars. of  which  have  not  been  received. 


HOME  INTE|.UGENCE. 


To  the  Editor. 
Sir, 

Bbxno  lately  present  at  theexer- 
cises'of  a  charity-school,  in.the 
west  of  England,  I  was  much 
•pleased  with  the  method  made 
tise  of  in  teaching  the  children 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  by  the 
'  JPlan  adopted  in  Dr.  Hawker's 
*'  Poor  Man's    Commentary  on 

•  the  Bible  ;"  an4,  as  I  conceive, 
if  the  same  method  was  more 
generally  practised,  it  mfght  be 
useful,  I  beg  leave  to  commu- 
nicate it  to  the  religious  Public, 
through  the  channel  of  your  Mx* 
gasine^  0«si&Tsa* 


the  flan  cf  using  Dr,  Hawker*  s 
<*  Poor  Man's  Commentary  on  the 
Bible,"  in  Schools  \rr  Families^ 

Three,  four>  or  more  of  the 
children  are  employed  at  one  and 
the  same  time,  in  attention  to  one 
chapter.  The  third  and  fourth, 
or  more  of  the  children,  previously 
to  reading  the  chapter,  look  out 
the  references;  and  either  fold  down 
.the  leaves  at  the  several  places,  or, 
(which  is  tar  better)  put  into 
each  place  a  short  piece  of  paper, 
for  the  more  readily  turning  to  the 
texts  referred  to,  instantly  on  their 
being  quoted. 

Whcathis  service  is  fim»hfd|  th« 
4B* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


352- 


HiitioiotTS  !?;rettTGEifnu 


eldest  child  gives  ont  the  chapter 
intended  to  be  read;  reads  the 
contents  of  it,  as  in  the  Commen- 
tary ;  atid  then  the  chapter  itself, 
as  it  stands  in  the  Bible,  all  thro'. 
This  being  done,  the  second  child 
then  reads  the  first  verse  ;  and  if 
there  l)e  any  notes  or  observations 
upon  it,  the  first  ckild  reads  ivhat 
they  are,  and  also  tells  the  chapter 
and  verstf  referred  to  at  the  end  of 
the  verse.  The  third,  fourth,  awi 
fifth  children,,  according;  as  they 
have  found  out  the  Scriptures  re- 
ferred to,  read  those  Scriotures. 
Whenihc  first qrerse  is  fim»ned  in 
this  manner,  the  eldest  child  gives 
out  the  second  ;  and  so  on  the  same 
plan  is  observed  until  the  whole 
chapter  is  finished.  After  which, 
the  eldest  child  reads  tke  Eeflec- 
tiens  on  the  cliapter. . 

lasiruciioH  o/  Yonng  Itlcn. 

AtouT  fourteen  years  ago,  Mr. 

if.  T.  of  Hull,  was  providentiidly 
ed  to  direct  his  attention  to  that 
class  of  young  men  who  have  n<»t 
been  taught  to  write  or  read ;  and 
are  above  the  a^e  of  those  who  at- 
tend Simday-Scnools.  He  open- 
ed a  room  for  their  reception.  Their 
raptd  progress  in  learning  gave  him 
great  ^tisfaction.;  and  Tie  was  not 
without  proof  titat  his  relipotis  in- 
structions  bad  a  blessed  effect  upon 
their  general  conduct.  They  are 
chiefly  from  the  age  of  ^xteen  to 
twenty-one.  Many  of  them  are 
apprentices ;  and  others  are  poor 
labounng  youths,  who  have  not 
had  the  opportunity  of  being  in- 
.  structed  ia  early  life ;  but  em- 
brace it  now  with  thankfulness.  •*— ' 
The  school  is  conducted  as  follows : 
At  nine  o'clock,  on  the  Lord's 
Day  morning,  the  school  is  opened 
with  singing  and  prayer  ;  and  an 
hour  employed  in  reading,  —  the 
young  men  being  divided  into 
classes.  At  ten  tjic  school,  is 
closed,  that  each  person  may  go  to 
what  place  of  worship  he  chooses. 
At  one  o'clock,  Mr.T.  meets  about 
thirty.five  of  them,  who  are  be- 
come truly  scVious  ;  ancl  after  sing- 
ing aud  prayer,  enquires  respecting 
ibeir  progress  in  rclig'u>n|  and  how 


far  they>  hate  been  enabled  to  Kni- 
in  the  fvar  of  God  during  the  past 
week.  By  his  speaking  to  each,  in- 
dividuaj.  he  has  an  opportunity  of 
giving  advice  suitable  to  their  dif- 
ferent states.  This  generally  coiw  . 
timies  an  hour,  and  is  concluded  as 
it  began.  At  six  in  the  evening' 
the  bchool  is  reopened,  and  the 
young  men  read  tUl  seveai  some 
part  of  the  Scriptures  are  then  cx^ 
plained  to  thein^  in  an  easy  famL. 
liar  manner  :  after  which,  a  prayer. 
meeting  is  held  for  about  half  aa, 
hour.  Fouy  evenings  in  the  wcck^, 
during  winter,  they  arc  taught  writ- 
ing and  arithmetic,  from  six  to  mne. 
o'clock  '^  and  on  the  Wednesday 
evening,  some  minister  frequently 
gives  tliem  a  lecture.  There  are 
at  present  13^  youths  in  the  school  f 
and  such  is  the  general  plan  on 
which  it  is  conducted.  May  simi* 
lar  attempts  be  made  in  other  po» 
pulous  and  tiading  tawns  I 

On  the^h,  imh,  and  tith'dap 
of  August  last,  a  Meeting  was  held 
at  Reeth,  of  a  Society  formed  for 
promoting  the  Spread  of  the  Gos. 
pel,  by  Itinerant  preachmg^  iat^e 
Four  northern  CountiespfBngUmi 
Messrs.  Graham,  Ruston,  K«f, 
Whitefield,  and  other  Mini!»ten» 
were  engaged  in  the  several  ser- 
vices of  those  days.  The  next 
Meeting  is  to  be  held  ^  KcndaT, 
on  the  second  Wednesday  of  Aug. 
1804.  .—  Donations,  &c.  are  re* 
ceived  in  London,  by  Mr.  Fell, 
Tavistock  Street;  and  J.Neal^Esq. 
St.  Paul's  Church.yard. 

A  Society  for  the  Distribution  of 
Religious  Tracts  among  the  Poor, 
has  been  instituted  at  Kendal :  — 
4000  Tracts  have  been  distribnted 
in  the  first  year.  —  A  siraihr  So- 
ciety is  formed  at  Haddington,  lu 
Scotland. 

The  labours  of  the  Rev.  S.Doug^ 
ks,  of  Chelm.'forj,  Essex,  liaviti^ 
been  blessed  in  the  conversion  of 
several  persons  in  Little  Waltham, 
and  its  vicinity,  there  being  a  pros- 
pect of  a  serious  congregation  finom 
some  villages  adjacent,  the  people 
were  encouraged  to  erect  i  Chapel ; 
aod  upoa  its  cojoiplctioni  a  numbcf 
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•f  ministers,  and  others,  as'^rrtbled, 
Septemb<St*  15,  for  the  purpose  of 
imptoring  the  divine  benediction 
there.     Mf .  Craig,  of  Barking,  bc« 

fan  the  service  with  prayer ;  Mr. 
tcveiison,  of  Castle  Hedingham,  de- 
livered the  introductory  discourse, 
and  then  preached  to  the  people 
from  Actsxi.  23  ;  Mr.  Morell,  of 
Liule  Baddow,  presented  the  in- 
lercesscxy  prayers;  Mr.  Frost,  of 
Dunmow,  delivered  a  discourse 
linom  Gal.  vi.14;  Mr.  Corbisley, 
of  Abbot's  Roorhing,  concluded. 

SEPt.  ao.  Th«  Protestant  Dis- 
seating  Ministers  of  the  Inde^ 
pendent  denomination,  held  their 
Half-yearly  Meeting  at  the  Rev, 
Mr.  Mark%  at  VVcathersficld.  Mr. 
Pritchard,  of  Braintrc,  began  the 
scrvipc  J  Mr«  Taylor,  of  Colches- 
ter, prayed  j,  Mf.  Fro.st,  of  Dun- 
aiaw,  preached  from  Heb.  ii.  10, 
♦*  It  became  him,"  Sec,  ;  Mr. 
Craig,  of  Bocking,  concluded.  The* 
next  Meeting  of  the  Association  i» 
appointed  te  be  hokien  in  May, 
1804,  at  Mr.  Pritchard's,  Braiutree. 
Mr,  Taylor  to  preach. 

Sep.  a8.  The  Rev.  T.  Roome, 
late  Student  of  tlieRo^liei  ham  Inie. 
pendent  Academy,  wa.s  oi  dttined  to 
the  pastoral  charge  over  the  Inde- 
pendent church  at  Suttoa-Ashfield, 
Nottiughahishire,  lately  under  tii^ 
care  of  Rev.  Mr  Kirkpatrick.  Mr. 
Kinkliile,  of  Alfreton,  introduced 
the  service  by  reading  and  prayer  ^ 
Mr.  Phillips  delivered  tlie  mtro- 
duqtory  disc6\irs^,  and  proposed 
questions  to  the  church  and  candi- 
date;  Mr.  Burgess, af  Chesterfield, 
prayed  the  ordination  prayer,  which 
^as  acicop>pai)ied  with  imposition 
of  hands;  Dr.  Williams  gave  the 
charge  from  Matt.  iv.  19  ;.and  Mr. 
Boden,  of  Sheffield,  preached  to 
the  people,  frpm  i  Cfor.  xvi.  10. 
There  was  a  respectable  and  nu- 
merous assemblage  of  ministers  and 
people ;  the  congregation  was  pe- 
culiarly attentive  ;  and  it  is  hoped 
the  impressions  then  made  will  be 
indelible. 

The  Tenth  General  Meeting  of 
tke  Lincolnshire  and  Nottingham- 
shire Association,  was  held'  at 
Swineshead,  according  to  appoint. 
meut|  Sept,  28, 1S03,    The  cbapd 


Ti5S 

at  the  above  place  being  too  smaU 
for  th^  congregation,  it  became  ne^ 
cessary  to  enlarge  it :  in  cgnse-, 
quence  of  which  i^  was  opened  on 
the  preceding  evening,  whea  tw* 
Sermons  were  preached,  by  Mr* 
Lane,  from  Psalm  Ixxxvii.  3  ;  and 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Smelle,^  of  Great 
Grimiby,  from  i  Sam.  xvii.  if^ 
Tlie  next  day,  Mr.  Griffith,  of 
Lincoln,  engaged  in  prayer,  and 
reading;  Mr.  Clark,  of  Brigg,, 
preached  ia  the  morning,  from  P$«- 
cxviii.  25 :  after  which  the  sufler- 
ings  and  death  of  the  Great  Re-. 
decmer  were  commemorated.  In 
the  afternoon,  Mr.  Newman,  oi 
Sleaford,  prayed  ;  M»'.  White,  oC 
Mablethorpe,  preached  from  Ps* 
Ixxxiv.  lo;  and  Mr,  Smelle  coiu 
eluded.  Ill  the  evening,  Mr.  Lane 
prayed;  Messrs.  Bean  and  Grif- 
fiths preached  from  Ps.  cxxii.  i,- 
and  Gal.  i.  S ;  and  Mr.Tliompsody 
of  Guyhern,  concluded.  These 
services  were  well  and  seriously  at*,' 
tended.  —  The  next  Meeting  ja 
appointed  to  be  at  Lincoln,  on  thc^ 
Second  Wednesday  in  April,  1804. 
Messrs.  M.  and  R.  Thompbon  ta 
preach  on  that  occasion. 

Oct.  6-  The  Union  of  Christie 
ans,  formed  «lt  Bedford,  h^ld  their 
Autumnal  Meeting  at  Newport; 
Pagnel.  In  the  public  worship  kt 
Mr,  BulPs  meeting  liouse,  in  the 
forenoon  Mr.  Sutclitf,  ot  01ney,and 
Mr.  MCrris,  of  Dunstable,  engaged 
in  prayer;  and  Mr.  Morell,  ot  bt, 
Neots,  preached  fromPialm  cxjtii- 
7.  In  the- afternoon,  the  friends 
who  had  a^s^nibled,  discii'ised  a 
practical  subject,  appointed  at  a 
former  meeting  of  this  kind.  In 
the  evening,  Mr.  fieunell,  of 
Wolleston,  engaged  in  prayer*  and 
Mr.  Hillyard,  of  Bedford,  preached 
from  Prov.  ix.  i — 6. 

Oct.  12.  TheR\:v.  Dr.  Patoun, 
Tate  of  Collinsburch,  was  set  apart 
to  the  pastoral  cliarge  of  the  con- 
ciegation  in  St,  Andrew's  Streets 
Chapel,  Aberdeen.  An  appropriate 
sermon  was  preached  by  Mr.  J, 
Hartley,  of  Dundee,  from  John 
xviii.  36.  **  My  kingdom  is  not  of 
this  world  ;"  and  a  seleran  charge 
given  to  Dr.  PatOLU)|  and  tho 
churchy 
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TiTE  R.CV.  William  Graham,  who 
has  itinerated  in  Cumberland,  under 
the  patronage  of  the  Itinerant  Soci- 
ety, since  the  sp^ng  of  1 8aa,  having 
received  an  uiianimous  call  froni 
Ae  Independent  church  at  Dar- 
Kngton,  Durham,,  was  ordained 
tathat  charge,  Oct.  26.  On  this 
occasion  Mr.  C.  Whitefield  preach- 
ed the  introductory  discourse,  from 
Acts  xir.  23  ;  Mr.  Kay  proposcjd 
the  questions ;  Mr.  Graham  deh- 
"vered  his  confession,  and  the  church 
lecognized  their  call ;  lyf  r.  Caruson 
•ffered  up  the  ordination  prayer, 
with  laving  on  of  hands ;  Mr.  Hill 
gave  the  charge,  from  i  Pet.  v. 
a,  3,  4 ;  and  Mr.  Cook  concluded 
with  prayer.  —  The  second  ser\'ice 
feegan  at  seven  in  the  evening,  when 
Mr.  Kay  prayed  j  Mr.  Cook 
jreached,  from  Rev.  iii.  19.  last 
clause ;  Mr.  Arundel  gave  an  exhor- 
tation to  the  congregation ;  and  Mr. 
'  Whitefield  concluded  with  prayer. 
The  house  built  last  year,  and 
opened  at  the  beginning  of  this,  was 
crowded,  and  the  congregation  at- 
tentive and  devout. 

Nov.  8,  was  opened  anew  cliapel 
at  Godmanchester,  near  Huntingdon, 
where  the  cospel  is  not  known  to 
have  ever  Been  statec\ly  preached. 
At  various  periods,  occasional  ef- 
forts had  been  made  by  Evangeli- 
cal Clergymen,  and  Dissenting  and 
Methodist  Ministers;  and  these 
were  revived,  within  a  few  years 
past,  chiefly  by  Members  of  the 
Union  of  Christians,  formed  at  Bed- 
ford. Encouraged  by  their  assist, 
ance,  some  respectable  inhabitantsi 
of  Godmanchester  exerted  them- 
■elves  to  erect  a  commodious  place 
of  worship;  the  foundation  of 
which  was  formed  from  the  mate- 
rials oi    a  church  »  steeple,  lately 


standing ,  in  Huntingdon ;  an^  tte 
superstructure  from  those  of  & 
building,  originally  designed  for  ^ 
playhouse,  near  Yaxley  barracks. 
The  public  services,  at  the  openings 
cbmmenced  with  reading  the  Scrip. 
tures  and  prayer,  by  Mr.  Hillyard^ 
of  Bedford;  Messrs.  Toller  and 
JFuUer,  of  Kettering,  preached  in 
the  forenoon;  and  Mr.  Hall»  of 
Cambridge,  In  the  evening  ;  Mess» 
Morell,  of  St.  Neots;  Greatheed^ 
of, Newport  Pagnel;  Cliaplin,  of 
Bishop's  Stortford  ;  and  Fearey,  of 
Bluntisham,  engaged  in  prayer. 
Notwithstanding  the  unfavourable- 
ness  of  weather,  the  attendance  was 
greatly  crowded;  as  it  was  also  on 
the  follbwing  Lord's  Day,  when  the 
stated  ministry  of  the  gospel  at  this 
place,  was  introduced  by  Mr. 
Greatheed,  and  Mr.  Smith,  a  stu- 
dent oi  Mr.  Bull's  academy^  at 
Newport  Pagnel,  who  has  en^i^ed 
to  preach  at  Godmanchester,  and 
several  places  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, till  Christmas,  as  an  itioer. 
ant,  under  the  direction  of  the  Bed- 
ford Union. 

Nov.  9,  was  opened  at  Leicester, 
a  commodious  chapel,  intended  for 
the  use  of  the  Independent  congre- 
gation, under  the  care  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Mitchell.  In  the  forenoon  the 
service  was  introduced  by  suitable 
portions  of  Scripture,  and  a  short  ap- 
propriate prayer,  by  Mr.  Jacombe, 
of  Leicester;  the  general  prayer 
was  then  offered  by  Mr.  Davis,  of 
Wigston :  after  which  a  Sermon, 
adapted  for  the  occasion^  was 
preached,  by  Mr.  Mood^,  of  War- 
wick, who  also  preached  m  the  even- 
ing: Notwithstanding  the  extreme 
unfavourableness  of  the  weather, 
a  considerable  number  of  hearrrt 
attended  the  solenm  services. 


MISSIONARY  PRAYER  MEETINGS,  1804* 

—        Rev.  Mr.  Burder 


Jaa    a,    —    Fetter  Lane, 
Feb.  6,    —    Barbican  — 

Mar.  5,  —  Sion  Chapel  — 
Apr.  3,  —  Crown  Court  — 
May  7,  —  Rothcrhithe  — 
June  4,  —  Islington  Chapel  — 
July  2,  —  Union  Street,  Borough 
Aug.  6,  —  Holywell  Mount  — 
Sep^  3>  —  Orange  Street  — . 
Oct.  1,  —  Jewry  Street  — 
Nov.  5,  —  Camomile  Strc^ct  — . 
■Dec.  3,    —    Haberdashers'  Hall 


Towers 

Various 

Various 

Townseud 

Jones 

Humphreys 

Piatt 
Various 

Ball 

Reynolds 
Brooksbaokt 
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ODE 


THE  HATIVITY    Of  OUR  SAVIOUR* 

.  'What  glowing  beams  the  hcaVus  adorn  I 
•Whac  music  haib  the  rising  mornl 
What  angel  hymns  arc  these  ? 
Hark !  dulcet  notes  from  golden  lyres, 
Attun'd  to  raptnr*d  seraphs'  fires, 
Announce  the  Prince  of  Peace. 

Jn  strains  liVe  these  the  wond'rous  plan 
Of  feace  and  pardon  seal'd  to  man, 

Th'  unfolding  skies  proclaim ; 
Bid  earth,  rejoicing,  own  her  Lord, 
At  whose  primeval  potent  word 

Arose  the  beauteons  frame. 

In  empyrean  realms  of  light, 
<7rown  vocal  with  the  new  delightf 

Angelic  natures  know : 
«  To  God  be  glory :  God  is  lore." 
Xo  I  Mercy  leaves  her  throne  above. 

To  dwell  with  man  below. 

The  golden  age  begins  to  run  ; 
See— on  the  world,  Salvation's  Son 

From  orient  climes  arise. 
Worshipp'd  by  all  th'  angelic  choir, 
Hg  comes,  th'  expectant  world's  desire. 

In  poverty's  disgviise. 

Prophetic  of  his  mental  sway, 
£nlj^ten'd  by  his  wisdom's  raj. 

See  Wisdom's  sons  adore. 
In  homage  to  the  MA>rld's  great  King, 
Arabia's  richest  odours  bring. 

And  Sala's  golden  ore. 

The  rock  J  wilds  with  roses  bloom. 
Unsightly  thorns  exhale  perfume. 

Whose  fragrance  fills  the  skies : 
Majestic  mountains  bow  their  head. 
With  cedars  and  with  palms  o'erspread. 

And  lonely  rallies  rise, 

Pure  streams  tl^c  thirsty  desart  grace, 
Where  the  gaunt  lion's  tawny  race 

Widi  tender  lambs  shall  feed; 
And  Innocence,  with  fearless  air, 
Play  near  the  dragon's  reedy  lair. 

And  docile  leopards  lead. 

From  Jodah's  pastoT'king,  whose  fold 
Coofess'd  a  shepherd's  care  of  old. 

Shall  earth's  salvation  spring. 
Seranbic  music  filh  the  air, 
^^m  glad  tidings  shepherds  bear, 

4Ad  hiil  (he  ncw-hon  JCiDgt 


Mercy  and  truth's  united  strains 
Pcclarc—**  The  world's  Great  Shcpharii 
reigns :  ' 

"  Ye  nations  own  his  sway ; 
**  Who  feeds  ynu  with  a  shepherd's  Jove, 
*'  Who  leads  you  to  his  rest  above, 

««  By  truth's  unerring  way."' 

Why  doth  not  Israel  own  her  God? 
Who  bears  the  royal  Judah's  rod. 

Whom  all  the  prophets  sing. 
Levi — behold  the  Virgin's  Son; 
Elijah  sec — his  Lord  forerun, 

proclaiming  IsracPs  King. 

Oh,  Solyma,  thy  sons  no  mote, 
In  thy  bright  portals  shall  adore. 

Once  Ucav'n's  adopted  race.; 
No  more  in  spiry  columns  rise. 
Thine  altar's  incense  to  the  skies. 

Circling  the  throne  of  giacc. 

A  Gentile  race  shall  now  imparx 
Truths  that  shall  purify  the  hearty 

Give  faith's  aspiring  eye. 
With  transports,  cleaily  to  behold 
What  thy  dark  oracles  foretold, 

A  life  beyond  the  sky. 

Heav'n's   banner  o'er   their    heads   ahaS 

wave. 
Alike  to  conquer  or  to  save. 

Invincible  be  found  : 
The  fiery  dans  the  foe  shall  wield  4 
Against  faith's  adamantiue  shield. 

Shall  fall  exunct  around. 

Salvation  Aall  their  helmet  shine, 
Immannel'S  righteousness  divmc. 

Clothe  like  a  sun  their  breast^ 
Theirs  be  the  Spirit's  piercing  swotd  ; 
Bright  effluence  of  th'  Eternal  Word, 

Pointing  to  endless  rest. 

pore  zeal  their  fearless  feet  shall  guide 
O'erev'ry  ocean's  unknown  tide, 

Salvati«n'»  sound  to  hear ; 
Ferocious  roaming  hordes  to  tame. 
And  raise  their  earth-bound  spirits  altm 

To  Heav'n's  immortal  sphere. 

The  sacred  soul-cxalring  lore,        n 
From  pole  to  pole,  from  shore  to  shore, 

Glad  proselytes  shall  gain ; 
From  the  low  cottage  to  the  throne. 
That,  till  the  world  expires,  shall  owm 

Messiah's  j^ightevuf  reign.         ^ 
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FOETRY* 


'EVENING  HYMN. 


So  teach  us  to  number  our  days^  that 
^w€  may  apply  our  hearts  unto  wisdom, 

O  Thou  !  the  Parent  of  the  day, 

The  GoJ  of  cv*ry  hour, 
Ftin  would  I  dwcli  upon  thy  fove. 

Thy  goodness,  and  ihy  pow'r. 

M*y  that  reflection  now  be  mine 

The  season  should  inspire, 
The  lighter  thovg^ts  of  day  suppnest,— 

Sopprest  each  vague  desire! 

Ferbape,  at  this  still,  solemn  hour, 

Some  spirit  wingt  its  way  j 
Or,  in  the  chamber's  sullen  gloons^ 

>fow  sickens  to  decay  ; 

And  ere  another  morning's  sott 

At  thy  command  shall  rise. 
Commissioned  Dc»th*$  unerring  hand 

iVIay  close  these  waking  eyes ! 

Tremendous  thought !  and  can  my  doom 

The  flcjting  moments  seal  ? 
Seme  moment,  swiftly  hrisi^'-lrg,  v.ill 

l"h*  amat/ng  truth  rtrcal. 

'Great  God !  while  roll  the  midnight  hours, 

O  let  me  own  thy  einc  ; 
And  through  each  period,  yet  unsce». 

Thy  living  present  e  share. 

Though  dcepVrnf;  shadows  all  arbund 

A  dark  confcsion  throw, 
\ei  in  this  bosom  daiUrr  srill, 

*Tis  thine  cnch  thought  ro  know. 
Oh  }  .there,  with  gratitude  and  lo/o, 

May  Fftiih  and  Joy  reside  ; 
Nor  aught  beneath  yon  vaulted  5kic$ 

iMy  brighierhopes  divide. 
So,  when  the  day  of  1!  fe  is  past 

(The  mortal  veil  withdrawn) 
Then  on  my  raprur'd,  longing  sight. 

Eternity  shall  dawn  ! 

^:>Qiry  ^triet.  Pastor* 

Orphan  Bo^s  Lamentation. 

Ah )  what  a,cloud  o'ersureads  my  sky,— 

NegU'cted  and  forlorn  I  roam, 
A  poor  unthought-of  wrctcfttid  bev, 
licrcav'd  of  pa  rent*  and  a  home! 
From  place  to  place  1  pensive  go» 
To  ease  the  biiicr  pangs  of  woe. 

Once  had  I  parents,  parents  dear, 

More  precious  far  to  me  than  ^old  ; 
Who  watch'd  my  steps  with  anxious  care, 
WHioscreeii'dmy  tendrr  limbs  fromcold. 
Thrice  happy  days  were  those  to  mc^ 
Eut  ah  !  what  diff'rent  days  I  sec  1 

No  father  now  to  guitje  my  feet. 
No  mother's  tender  voice  1  hear! 

No  more  their  daily  converse  sweet 
J?iil6  with  dtlight  my  list'ning  ear  I 


Ah  no !  I'm  left  to  wander  oft> 
Forsaken,  wretched,  and  forlonu 

Ere  I  was  twelve,  relentless  Death, 

Regardless  of  my  heaving  sigh, 
Strctch'd  forth  his  arm,  and  snatch'^  their 
br;.-ath, 
And  rent  in  twain  etch  tender  tie  ! 
Oh,  moumf«!  hour,  when  I,  poor  I, 
Was  left  a  wand'ring  orphao  boyl 
Some  guardian  angel  take  their  place. 
Or  whisper  in  some  gracious  e»r, 
'  Whose  latying  heart  shall  feci  my  ca$«> 
Wbou;  hand  shall  wipe  the  falling  tear  j 
That  no  disaster  may  destroy 
A  poor  and  helpless  'orpha»  boy. 

T<»   YOUTH. 

Ye  who  are  bicss'd  with  parents  dear. 
Who' -^  comforts  day  by  d«y  increascj^ 

Come  .shed  one  symjiathizm;^  tear 
O'er  the  poor  o'oject  in  distress  ! 

And  learn  of  a  joor  orphan l>oy, 

To  prize  the  oi«rcies  you  enjoy. 


THS  YOUXG  CONVERT'S  PRAYER, 
Mv  youth,  my  yomb,  O  Lord,  sccore 

From  cv'ry  lurking  foe; 
Teach  me  to  flee  each  tempting  lure 

That  seeks  my  overthrow. 

For  0!>,  what  floods  of  lust  aaJ  pride 

Unite  their  subtle  force 
To  court  aid  draw  my  heart  aside; 

Bui  thou  canst  stay  their  couric 
Direct  mine  incyperienc'd  feet. 

That  they  shall  stray  no  mo.'e; 
Thou  kntJw^st  their  pronenesi  to  repeat 

The  steps  they've  trod  before. 
Lord,  send  ihy  Spirit  from  above^ 

To  shed  its  rays  benign, 
That  1  decidedly  may  prove 

Myself  A  child  »f  ihtne! 
O  then  rtl  let  rtny  neighboun  sec 

That  Jesus  is  my  friend; 
My.Saviour  and  my  refuge  he, 

©n  whom  my  hof^s  depend. 
While  some  may  sing  of  beauty's  charms^. 

And  some  o*  pleasures  vain. 
And  some  of  wealth,  aad  sooK  «f  amns, 

I'll  smg  t  nobler  strain  i 
I'll  sing  the  glorit  s  of  thy  grace, 
^    The  mc^tin^s  of  thy  love  ; 
And  mine  affections  will  I  place     * 

Ootbcc  and  ihic*  abpve. 
-  Yea,  e^Ttb  tibail  siiik  iieocittk  my  £eet» 

If  thon  but  speak  the  wocdf 
And  my  quick  ardent  pcifie  aWl  but 

B ut  V9  ex4k  my  J^okL  J.  & 


G.  AuLi>^  Printer^  Greiille  Utreet,  Lond^^^^ 
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FOR  THE  TEAR  1803. 


MEMOIR 

OF 

.     THE  LATE  REV.  JOSEPH  RADFORp. 

It  is  impossible  to  view  the  various  distinsruishing  exceU 
lencies  of  the  servants  of  our  dear  Immannel,  without  admiring 
the  wisdom  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord^  who  divides  to  every  maa 
severally  as  he  will.  To  some  he  imparts  qimiitications  for  ex- 
tensive usefulness,,  in  awaking  the  ciireless  :  —  to  others,  skill 
instrumentally,  to  bind  up  the  broken  heart,  and  comfort  the 
feeble  mind.  One  is  indulged  to  gafAcr  a  church;  apother  is 
peculiarly  fitted  to  tend  and  feed  it  when  foruied  :  alt  have 
reason  to  be  thankful ;  none  have  any  occasion  of  boasting. 
Men  of  the  grffl^^s^  talents  have  not  tverj/  talent;  there  is  a 
wise  and  gracious  distribution.  It  will  not,  however,  be  deemed 
presumptuous  to  say,  that  those  whom  the   Lord   has  beea 

}>leased  to  favour  with  the  necessary  requisites  lor  general  use-* 
illness  an<!  coiitinnod  rp»intation,  who  i>f  v^  r  w^^-p  exposed  to 
the  snare  of  momentary  popularity,  nor  ever  sunk  into  neglect 
and  oblivion^  are  among  the  happiest  and  most  honourable^ 
not  to  say  the  most  enviable,  of  all  the  ministers  of  Christ. 
Such  a  one  was  the  subject  of  the  present  memoir. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Radford  was  born  in  the  parish  of  Stepney, 
July  21^  1752.  His  fatlier,  who  was  a  reputable  tradesman^ 
died  when  he  was  but  two  years  old  ;  and  the  business  con« 
tinned  to  be  carried  or^  by  his  mother;  but,  alas!  with  so 
little  success^  that;  when  the  Lord  removed  her  by  a  fever,  dur- 
ing his  apprenticeship,  it  appears,  that  ntot  only  all  her  owix 
property  was  consumed,  but  also  an  estate  of  seventeen  houses,, 
which  his  father  had  left  bim  by  will;  so  that  all  his  eaitblj 
XI.  4  C 
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hopes  were  dashed  at  once.  He  was,  however,  an  eminent 
instance  of  the  divinegoodness ;  for  that  God,  who»e  name 
is  "  the  Father  of  the  Futherress/^  now  began  to  shine  into  his 
heart,  to  give  him  the  light  pf  the  knowledge  of  hi»' glory,  in 
the  face  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  appears  from  some  papers  found 
since  his  decease,  that  he  h^d  prevailed  on  a  young''man  of  bis 
acquailitance,  inWhftHi  the  Lord  l>ad  begun  a^good  widr&yto  ac« 
company  him  on  the  Sabbath  Day  to  flackney  church ;  and 
afterwards  persuaded  him  to  stroll  about  the  fields.  The  con- 
science of  hisyoTlifig  eompAniofi  smote  hiib;  and  he  expressed 
frreat  concern  at  having  left  the  minister  under  whom  he  bad 
ately  sat ;  and  he  spoke  so  highly  of  him,  that  young  Rad- 
ford, was  aniious  to;  bsao;  whst  tbore  wsv  in^  Im  pr ww h i u^ "that 
could  so  interest  his  friend.— This  desire  continued  strong  upon 
his  mind  ;  and  on  the  following  Sabbath  evening,  about  the 
jniddle  of  the  year  J 768-,  he  first  beard  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bazeley, 
who  then  preached  in  White's  Alley,  Moorfields.  He  had  not 
listened  many  minutes,  before  the  Lord  was  pleased  to  bring 
the  word  home  to  hi»  conscience  with  divine  power.  He 
looked  r6und  about,  and  beheld  many  in  tears  as  welt  as  him- 
«elf ;  and  immediately  concluded  that  something  must  be  done 
in  Wm,  more  than  he  had  ever  thought  of.  These  were  his 
own  words ;  *'  and,"  continues  he,  ^'  from  tbi^  time  1  found  th^ 
Lord  drawing  me  with  cords  of  love.'*  liot  little  trmehad  elapsed 
before  his  master  discoveied  a  great  cha»ge  itt  hiw,  and  b^;Bti 
to  think  religion  would  so  affect  hi»  mind,  as  to  incapacMate 
bim  for  his  business,  and  therefore  Ibrbade  bis  bearing  tft^ 
Methodists  ;  restraining  bim  also  from  going  out  at  aB  on  ttw 
Lofd'^  Day.  This  opposition  did  not,  htowever^  quench  hrs 
desire  for  spiritual  things;  and  his  master  observing,  thatshice 
''be  bad  been  serious,  he  was  a  better  servant  than  before,  soon 
gave  him  leave  to  attend  worsMp  whenever  he  could  tMke  it 
fronvenient.— M  ay  we  not  stop  here,  just  to  remind  yoong  cmt* 
iFcrts,  that  they  honour  Christ  most,  when  zeal  for  h«»  mme 
jfi  Joined  with  u  becoming  deportment  to  those  with  wboiDthej 
ure  connected*?  It  is  probable  that  voung  Radford  would  hare 
bad  greater  obstacle^  in  his  way,  and  have  endured  more  op- 
positioli,  had  not  his  conduct  testiiWd  the  conscientloBs  ince^ 

frity  of  his  mind,  as  inHuenced  by  divine  grace.  It  seems, 
lat  during  the  three  following  years,  l^f^  experienced  much 
ff-nsolatioii,  but  had  coniparativeiy  very  lifttJe  insighi  ef  bit 
^wn  corrupt  heart ;  and  was  often  at  a  loss  to  eomprebaid 
what  bis  inmister  meant  bv  speaking  so  much  ot  ^  "  piague 
of  a  man's  own  hearu'*  m%now  the  l^ord  begtur  to  deepen 
the  work  in  his  soul,  a;nd  to  prepare  him  for  future  oaHalnees^ 
by  shewinjg  him  the  unbelief  of  his  heart,  that  it  was  such  as 
(:*od  desctiDed  it,?* decoitfol  above  ail  things,  andde^rately 
wicked/'— In  short,  he  went  through  fire  and  through  water; 
bill  at  last  Cf.od  brought,  bim  put  into  tbe  wealthy  place.    Tiie 
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^ecypet f^.tbe  Lord  was  with  him ;  and  God  ahewed  him  bis 
covenant.  He  had  le^irned  to  distinguish  between  tbe  law  and 
*  the  .gospel ;, and  that  good  Spirit,  vv-ho  alone  (;j^  teach  to 
^profit,  had  taught  him  how  to  give  aaint  and  sinner  ^hcir  i*^- 
,cpective  portions. 

His  religions  friends  discerning  his  qualifications  for  the  nv- 
jiistry^  and  knowing  the  exercises  of  hia  own  jnind  on  the  sub- 
ject, anxiously  wished  him  to  apply  for  admission  to  tl>e  college 
aiTrevecca ;  but  this. he  rteadily  refused ;  constantly  replying. 
That,  if  the  Lord  had  indeed  called  him  to  ihe  work,!be  would 
jqake  the  way  plain,  in  bis  own  good  time:  ^' Ue%  that  W 
dieveth,  shall  not.make  haste.'*  When  Mr.,  Bazeley  removed  {o 
•Cumberland  Street  Chapel,  Mr.  Radford -followed  him;  an4  at 
^Ihs  vminiater's  request  superintended  the  Prayer  Meeting,  aQ4 
imet  a  claas.  In  these  pngagera^nts  the  Lord  ni^ejiiii^  ;a 
Jblessing  to  many  souls ;  and,  while  thus  employed,  bis  .miu4 
was  doubtless  increasing  its  ability  for  D\iblic  labonr.  In  th^ 
yej^r  1773,  he  experienced  a  heavy  trial,  in  the  death  of  his 
jauoh-loved  spiritual  father  and  pastor,  for  whose  memory  he 
^retained  the. highest  esteem  to  his  dyin^ay.  About  the  year 
3  77fi,  he  eiigagjed  hin^self  Xo  pfficiate  as  clerjc  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
^Idridge,  .at  Jewry  Street  Cbaj>el ;  where  he  also  met  the  Sik 
ciety,  conducted  the  prayer  meetings,  and  occasionally  ex- 
pounded the  Scriptures.  After  a  *long  season,  the  anxiety  ^f 
his  mindTcspecting  preaching  being  muph  iocreased^  he  trem- 
;bliagly  ventured  to  open  his  mind  tx>  Mr*  J&ldri4ge,  who  kindly 
:encoficaged  him^  to  go  forward,  .aud  uAcleriQ<^  to  reeommcuid 
Jiim  toafiriend,  connected  \yv\i^  n^any  vUl*^^  chapels,  .wbi(^ 
Jbe  thought  would  alTord  aa  opportuni^  ^t  tr;ying  his  glftf : 
but  this  ,was  forgotten  or  .n^lected.  Twelve  ^ears  had  no^ir 
^elapsed  since  his  ^iews  were  nrst. turned  to  the  ministrv  ;  aifl 
frequent\y  be  had  endeavoured  to  stifle  everv  rising  tb<Hight 
respecting  it ;  earnestly  beseeching  the  Lord  to  deliver  hiin 
irom  that  uncertainty  add  depression  of  paind  which  bad  so  long 
distrest  him. 

He  was  now  pressin^fly  solicited  by  a  friend  to  preach  to  :a 
small  congr^ation  m  bis  stead,  he  being  prevet^ted  &'oai 
attending,  by  an  unforeseep  .circumi^tqnce.  With  this  call 
in  Providence,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  comply ;  and  being 
graciously  supported  in  the  eacercis^,  he  was  jhe  more  willing 
to  accede  to  the  frequent  invitations  he  received  from  various 
.conj^regations,  still  labouring  with  increasing  acceptanoe  and 
usetulaets  among  them.     At  length,  haying  collected  a  fern 

{persons  who  were  desirous  of  miiting  in  cnurch  fellowship, 
le  opened  the  Meeting  House  in  Hermitage  Street,  Wapping, 
on  the  1st  of  January,  J7S5;  where  he  continued  but  a  few 
months  before  the  premisses  were  taken  down,  lo  form  a  new 
street.  He  then  removed  to  Well  Street,  .when  he  was  again 
disturbed,  the  ground  being  purchased,  and  the  meeting  pulled 
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down,  to  make  room  for  the  Royalty  Theatre.    These  weHS 
very  discouraging  circumstances  to  tne  pastor  of  an  infant  so- 
ciety, which,  notwithstanding,  was  increasing  in  numbers  and 
attachment.    As  they  were  greatly  at  a  loss  for  a  place  to  meet 
in,    they  accepted,  with    great    thankfulness,    Mr,  Tow^ers** 
meeting  for  part  of  the  Sabbath.    There  they  continued  five 
months ;  and  on  the  4th  of  June,  1786,  the  meeting-house  in 
Virginia  Street  havinff  been  repaired,  aftd  conveniently  fitted 
up,  was  re-opened,  after  a  disuse  of  near  forty  years,  by  Mr. 
Radford,  for  the  reception  of  his  flock :  his  labours  among  the 
dfear  people  of  his  charge  wer^  very  abundant.    While  hw 
health  permitted,  he  preached  thrice  on  each  Sabbath,  and 
met  his  people  three  evenings  in  every  week,  besides  many 
occasional  services  in  other  pulpits.     In  visiting  the  sick  he 
was  indefatigable ;  and  in  the  various  branches  of  his  pastoral 
office,  he  watched  over  their  souls  as  one  that  must  giveac* 
couni  unt6  God.    Nor  did  he  spend  his  strength  for  nought, 
the  Lord  giving  him  many  seals  to  his  ministry,  both  in  his  own 
and  other  churches.     Latterly,  his  constitution  was  much  im- 
paired,—his  whole  frame  was  shattered,.^and  he  frequently 
brought  up  considerable  quantities  of  blood ;— but  his  soul 
prospered,  his  church  was  loving  and  affectionate;  and  God 
had  greatly  blessed  him  in  'a  kind  and  eympathizing  partner, 
nvho  tenderly  kWed  him.    'Tis  true,  the  cares  of  a  numerous 
family,  with  but  a  very  slender  provision  indeed,  sometimes 
.fyppressed  his  miiwl ;  yet,  he  was  enabled  to  trust  thenr  to  Jacob's 
G6d.     He  grew  weaker  every  month,*-i.he  was  evidently  draw- 
ing near  his  end;  and  now  it  was  that  he  felt  the  heaviest  stroke 
he-  ever  knew :  Tlie  p^ce  of  the  church  was  disturbed  by  a  few 
individuals,   concerning    the  proprietorship  of  the  meeting- 
house.   He  having  taken  it  at  first,  regularly  paid  the  rent ;  and 
having  been  answerable  for  the  enlargements,  paid  the  whole 
of  the  workmena'  claims  without  askmg  the  contributions  of 
the  public,  thought  it  his  own  property:  the  minister  and  other 
friends,  to  whom  this  was  submitted,  were  of  the  same  opinion: 
and  so  were  nearly  all  his  jxeople  :— yet,  being  a  man  ofan  un- 
common peaceable  disposition,  and  having  walked  in  faarmony 
with  every  individual,  this  temporary  interruption  of  it,  over- 
whelmed his  spirit  for  a  time,  and  certainly  accelerated  his  end. 
The  last  time  pe  ever  addressed  his  people,  he  chose  for  his 
text  Rev.  v.  5.--His  great  apparent  weakness  much  distressed 
his  friends,  who  felt  a  strong  presentiment  that  it  was  the  close 
pf  his  ministerial  labours.     He  spoke  \)vt  a  short  time,  and 
concluded  Jiis  discourse  by  repeating  the  foUoyving  verse ; 

**  A  few  pdore  rolling  suns  at  most, 
Will  land  mc  on  fair  Canaan's  coast  j 
Where  I  shall  sing  the  song  of  grace^ 
^od  see  my  glorious  hidiag-placct'' 
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After  this  day,  he  was  unable  to  go  out  any  more,  except 
once  or  twice  in  a  coach.  HLs  complaints  were  rapidly  increas- 
ing; but  while  the  outer  man  decayed,  his  inner  man  was 
strengthened  daily. 

Many  j)n  cjous  promises  were  set  home  upon  his  heart  by 
the  Spirit  of  God,  with  divine  power,  in  this  trying  season. 
Amidst  weakness  of  body  and  trials  in  the  church,  he  found 
the  strength  of  the  Lord  to  be  his  stay ;  and  Jesus's  presence 
made  the  prospect  of  death  delightful.  Walking  in  his  room 
one  day,  deeply  affected  by  the  occurrence  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  church,  he  thus  expressed  his  feelings :  "  Though 
jthe  a  time  of  Jacob's  trouble,  he  shall  be  saved  out  of  it. 
The  Lord  knoweth  the  way  that  I  take ;  and  when  he  hat& 
tried  mc,  I  shall  come  forth  as  gold.  Kot  one  afiiictioik 
too  many,— all  things  work  together  for  good,  then  surely'thig 
must;  though  we  cannot  tell  now,  but  we  shall  know  hereafter. 
Heaven  will  make  amends  for  all  our  trials  here.**  Confidently 
he  committed  himself  and  his  family  to  the  care  of  a  coTenant- 
God,  well  knowing  that  he  would  undertake  their  cause. 

When  visited  hy  many  friends  during* his  last  illness,  his 
conversation  evidenced  a  steady  hope  in  God,  and  lively  tmtli  in  v 
the  dear  Redeemer.  His  frame  was  not  rapture,  but  calm 
serenity,  arising  from  strong  confidence,  "  The  Lord  is  with 
me/*  he  would  say;  ''Though  my  flesh  and  my  heart  fuilcth, 
God  is  the  strength  of  my  heart,  and  my  portion  for  ev«r  • 
To  another *friend  he  said,  '^  True,  my  work  is  almQst  done, 
and  my  course  is  nearly  finished ;  but,  blessed  be  God,  there  • 
f  emaineth  a  rest  for  the  people  of  God ;  a  crown  of  righteous- 
ness which  the  Lord  will  give  me  in  that  day,"  To  the  doctor, 
he  said  one  day^  '*  Death  does  not  alarm  me,— I  am  not  afraid 
of  that  enemy,— he  has  lost  his  sting;  dying  is  no  more  than 
passing  from  one  room  to  another :  'tis  taking  leave  of  all  thaf  s 
painful,  to  enjoy  every  thing  that  is  glorious. 

**  Th€rc  I  shall  sec  his  face,  and  never,  never  sin  ; 

But,  from  the  fulness  of  his  grace,  drink  endless  pleasures  in.'* 

The  Writer  of  this  memoir  remembers,  with  mournful  satis- 
faction, the  last  interview  he  ever  had  with  this  excellent  man  : 
—the  impression  it  made  on  his  mind  is  too  strong  ever  to  be 
effaced  ;— reproach  had  broken  his  heart,  but  his  soul  was  ir- 
radiated with  heavenly  glory ;  and  he  was  a  witiiess  for  the 
Lord,  that  his  supporting  grace  caq  bear  us  through  the  trying 
hour;  he  had  long  evidenced  how  a  Christian  should  live;  and 
now  shewed  how  a  Christian  could  die.  He  was  indulged 
with  the  full  use  of  all  his  faculties  to  the  last  moment  of  iiis 
life.  His  parting  wordsj  to  his  now  mournful  relict  were  full  of 
tenderness,  but  not  of  dtstrust ;  for  he  knew  in  whom  he  had  l)e- 
lieved,  and  where  to  encourage  her  to  deposit  all  her  car^. 
His  dying  exhortations  to  his  children  will,  we  trust,  remain 
'indelibly  written  on  their  hearts.    Their  affectionate  regard  to 
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him  while  living,  and  the  love  they  shew  to  his  jnemory,  BOfr 
he  is  removed,  deserves  to  be  mentioned  with  the  higbtestap- 

erobation.  This  truly  worthy  servant  of  Christ  was  freed  frooi  the 
arden  of  mortality,  and  removed  from  the  jchurch  militaat  to 
the  church  triuaii)hant,  January  IQih,  1802 ;  and  was  interred 
in  Bunliill  Fields  on  the  97  th.  The  oration  at  the  ^rave  wa^ 
delivered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Towers ;  and  on  the  following  Lord's 
Day  the  Rev.  Matthew  Wilks  preached  the  funeral  sermon  to 
a  numerous  and  weeping  copj^rcgation.  The  Rev.  J.  A.  Knight 
flflectionately  penned  a  few  Imes  for  his  grave^stone,  wiiich  ane 
inserted  in  ^he  poetical  department  of  thw  Number. 

Thus  lived  and  died  this  eminently  pious  man,  ofwhoseiu- 
trii>sic  excellence  the  half  has  not  been  told;  for  whether  we 
consider  his  conduct  us  a  Cliristian,  ^  minister,  a  husband,  a 
father,  or  a  friend,  we  shall  have  ample  reason  to  glorify  God 
in  him,  and  to  pray  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  lo  send  forth  man^ 
«uch  labourers  uito  his  vineyard. 

htmgivm.  E.J.J. 


REFLECTIONS  ON  THE  APrOLNTMENT 


or 


THE  LORD'S    SVI'jf>ER. 

This  do  in  remembrance  of  me. — -Luke  xxii.  \9. 

This  command  was  originally  addressed  by.onr  .LcMrd4# 
ifh  dieoiplcs,  when  he  was  in  the  near  pi^o^ect  of  has  -die«ib. 
"Who  can  describe  his  feelings  when  he  uttered  these %wocdSy<*> 
rtvhen  he  viewed  the  bread  and  the  wine,  att<l..contemplated  the 
.Redding  of  his  own  Wood  !  "  You  celebrate  ,the  feist  of  tlie 
passover,  in  reraembrance,of  agreatdcliveranee  from  Egyptian 
bondage  and  Egypti;in  plagues ;  hut  do  this  ]\i  remembrance 
bf  me,— i-I  am  your  deliveier  from i mote  igncMniniovsibondage, 
and. more  destructive  plagues.'* 

These  are  the  words  of  our  friend— our  beict  fnend.  '*  Tliis 
do.**  What  is  it,  dying  Redeemer?  All. that  the  Lord  hath 
•poken  we  will  do.  *^  Only  this.  I  asJk  but  a  small  ioken  qf 
your  it*spect  and  love^**  If  the  prophet  had  bid  us  idosom^ 
great  thing,  would  we  not  have  done  it  ? 

We  are  to  remember  his  love,  his  dying  love,  lie  .became 
incarnate,  and  so  humbird  himself  to  the  Ciirih.  And  while  oo 
the  eerih  he  humbled  himself,  for  he  was  meek. and  lowly;  jsl 
man  of  sorrows,  and  intimate  with  grief:  and  when  he  ^ied 
he  humbled  himself  into  the  earth.  O,  wonderous  love!  Sure^ 
it  deserves  to  be  remembered. 

We  are  to  remember  Jesus  as  an  .a])sent  friend;  he  is,  gone 
aw^^'  from  us.     lie  iji  uuw  gone  home,  —  he -i»> out  of  «ght*  H 
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let  trim  not  be  out  of  mind  too;  For  if  he  be  absent  from  us, 
heis  absent  for  ns ;  he  is  gone  tibout  our  business,  and  he  hath 
told  us  that  he  will  soon  return. 

Tliere  is-  a  very  striking  aptitude  in  the  elements  used,  to  put 
w?in  mind  of  Christ.  We  cannot  surely  break  the  bread  with- 
Mut  tbinfcing  of  his  mangled  body ;  nor  pour  the  wine,  without 
thinking  of  his  blood. 

The  institution  implies,  that  the  disciples  of  Christ  are  lia- 
ble, yea,  lively  to  forget  him.  That  this  is  a  truth,  experience 
testifies.  We  are  surrounded  with  sensible  objects.  Our  hearts 
are  camai,the  worHis  alluring;  Satan  is  indefatigable,  and  verj 
subtle  in  his  devices  to  lead  us  away  from  Christ,  our  best  be- 
loved. AfafT,  alas !  we  might  justly  weep  in  tears  of  blood ! 
•  One  would  think,  after  what  we  have  read  of  Christ,  in  the 
precious  volume  of  his  word  ;  after  what  we  have  heard  of  his  ^ 
value  from  others,  and  after  what  we  have  ourselves  tasted  of 
his  goodness  and  seen  of  his  bounty ;  one  would  tlnbk,  I  say, 
that  our  thoughts,  our  desires,  and'our  affections,  would  be 
fiill  of  Christ;  that  we  should  be  ever  talking  of  him  in  our 
families  and  among  our  friends;  that  we  should  carry  him  witli 
^  us  in  our  meditations  wherever  we  went.  That  in  the  midst 
ot  secular  employments,  we  should  have  a  thousand  thoughts 
of  him;  and  that  our  midnight  dreams  would  be  nothing  but 
visions  of  Christ :  but  Jesus  knew  that  this  would  not  be  thd 
^•ase :  he  needed  not  that  any  should  inform  him,  for  heknejr 
what  was  in  man*  He  lias  appointed  a  memorial^  to  which  wft 
^o  well  to  tj^ke  heed. 

<*  Well  He  remembers  Calvary  ; 
Nor  should  his  Saints  forget." 

.  While  we  are  thankful  for  the  institution  io  wisely  framed^ 
let  urbe  humbled  by  the  consideration,  that  we  have  auj 
need  to  be  put  in  mind  at  alL.  Strange  as  it  is,  we  are  too 
]M;oae  to  forget  him  now.  How  should  we  have  been  if  aa 
6uch  uistitution  had  |»een  made ! 

How  unreasonable  are  those  Christians  who  refuse  to  shew 
Christ  so  small  a  token  of  regard,— so  small  a  token  of  regard 
to  his  dying  injunction.  I  would  not,  however,  be  understood 
tp  insinuate  that  all  those'Christians  who  do  not  partake  of  tUe 
Xord*i*  Supper,  neglect  it  for  want  of  lt>ve  to  Christ.  No; 
some,  I  know,  are  lawfully  hindered ;  and  many  fearful  disciples 
9re  often  much  distressed.  ' 

**  But  1  am  afraid  I  am  not  wortliy.**  Considered  as  a  pri* 
>ileg€,  we  are  all  unworthy  ;  but,^  considered  as  a  duty,  we  are 
^11  bound,  if  we  are  the  disciples  of  Chritit,  to  partake  of  it.  : 

^^  But  1  fear  I  do  qot  remember  him  aright.  How  are:  w^ 
to.remember  him?'  Answer.  In  the  exercise  of  repentant^ 
jisiith,  love,  and  >  gratitude,  and  every  holy  disposition.  Ti* 
fcetter  to  be  destitute  of  a  lively  fancy  than  of  a  lively. takh. 

<<1  ba^e  to  eomplaijtt  of  a  hard  heart!'*    Then  remember 

1 
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your  dying  Saviour, — his  heart  wa«  brokcD  for  you,— bis  heart!f 
blood  was  poured  out  for  you.  Look  agaia< — see  how  you 
pierced  him,  arid  mourn  !      ' 

'^  I  fear,  God  cannot  love  me !"  Could  he  give  you  a  greater 
proof  of  love  than  this?  If  he  had  sent  an  angel,  or  a  legion^ 
or  twelve  legions  of  angels,  would  his  love  appear  so  great  ? 
'^  He  spared  not  his  own  Son  !" 

*^  But  1  atn  in  circumstance  of  strong  temptation  !**  Are  you 
iw)  ?  Then  look  to  Jesus,  and  consider  before  you  sin,  what  sia 
has  cost  him.  Will  you  nailhim  to  the  tree  again  ?— will  yon 
pierce  him  to  the  heart  again  ?  —  Is,  it  not  enough  that  he  once 
endured  the  cross  ? — would  you  crucify  him  afresh  ? 

"  I  am  greatly  afflicted  !*•  O,  then,  remember  Jesus,  and  arm 
yourself  with  the  same  mind  *.  Do  not  magnify  your  troubles. 
Hear  Jesus  saying,  and  judge  with  how  much  reason^— '^  See 
if  thei*e  be  any  sorrow  like  unto  my  sorrow  T 

BromUif.  Vf.  N, 

•  I  Pet.  iv»  I.  * 


ON  THE  CLOSE  01^  THE  YEAR. 

Sir,  To  the  Editor. 

The  close  of  a  portion  of  time,  which  forms  an  important 
part  of  the  whole  space  of  human  life,  naturally  invites  to  re- 
flection. Who,  that  is  at  all  awake  to  the  momentous  eveou 
which  this  gradual  succession  of  periods  will  doubtless  iutro- 
"duce^  both  with  regard  to  himself  and  the  human  race  ia 
general,  can  avoid  having  his  attention  arrested  by  the  solemn 
toll,  which  announces,  as  to  a  year,  that  it  is  finished  i  Hence 
it  has  been  the  practice  of  the  godly,  in  evdry  age,  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  admonitory  pauses  in  the  great  machine  of 
time;  and  while  stcmdiog,  as  it  were, ^j^p  a  narrow  space, 
between  the  irrevocable  past  and  the  imp^etrable  future,  to 
encouFage  those  considerations  which  both  recollection  and 
anticipation  amply  furnish. 

It  is  not,  Mr.  Editor,  my  intention  \o  recall  the  whole  train 
of  reflections  which  do,  or  should,  arise  in  the  mind  at  such  a 
season  ;  but  to  fix  my  view  on  one  branch,  which  you  will  join 
with  me  in  thinking,  ought  to  occupy  a  considerable  share  of 
attention.  Am  I  wrong  in  supposing,  that  not  a  few  excellent 
persons,  who  by  no  means  neglect  the  duty  referred  to,  while 
they  are  becomini^ly  solicitous  on  the  question.  What  am  I  ? 
ido  not  apply,  with  an  earnestness  due  to  its  importance,  that 
other  interesting  question,  What  do  I?  W^ere  it  otherwise, 
should  we  not  s^^c  tnHuy,  who  are  only  known  by  the  negative 
qualificatioQ  of  abstinence   from   what  would  derogate  front 
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tlieir  ChrUtlan  character,  conspicuous  for  their  zeal  and  active 
exertions,  in  promoting  the  cause  they* doubtless  farour,  and 
for  the  prospeiity  of  which  they  daily  pray  ? 

In  this  respect,  I  am  pei'suaded  that  many  real  Chriitian^  are 
verily  guilty,  without  being  aware  of  the  culpaftihty  of  their 
'conduct.  It  is  not  enough  that  they  keep  themselves  unspotted 
from  the  World;  they  ought  to  do" all  that  in  them  lies  to  ex- 
tend the  dominion  ot  purity  and  holiness  over  that  of  pollutiori 
and  sin.  Evfery  thing  points  out  the  necessity  and  propriety 
of  such  endeavours;  -^  the  state  of  the  world ;  —  the  ordinary 
procedure  of  divine  Providence ;  —  the  honour  God  has,  m  hi$ 
pa^i  operations,  put  upon  the  exertions  of  his  servants ;  -^  thci 
b*ie  he  seeuis  determined  to  make  of  their  instrumentality,  irt 
the  accomplishmerits  of  his  future  desif^ns  ;  —  and  the  notice 
he  deigns  to  take  of  the  meanest  attempts  to  pronlote  hi^ 
jglory. 

But,  in  dfiposition  to  these  motived,  it  is  not  uncommon  fot 
Indolence  and  Indiiferfence,  concealed  under  the  garb  of  Humi-* 
lity,  to  interpose  and  3uggest,    ''  What  cap  1  do  ?  my  abilities 
or  my  opportunities  arc  so  small,  that  all  my  endeavours  must 
be  of  no  avail."     But,  such  reasoning  as  this  forms  no  part  of 
the  wisdom  which  comes  from  above.  However  specious  it  may 
appear,  the  plain  language  is,  "  1  pray  thee,  have  me  excused/* 
iGod  has  noVihere  said,  nor  is  it  probable  that  he  has  designed: 
that  his  purposes  shall  be  effected  by  the  operation  of  ^lendid 
Ihlcnts  only.     How  few,  iu  that  case,  would  be  Sufficient  for 
these  things!     But,  what  if  we  cannot,  by  the  energy  of  rea-^ 
soning,  make  a  Felix  tremble  ;  nor,  by  the  powers  of  eloquence; 
mightily  persuade  the  people,—  are  \Ve  to  conclude  that  we  caa 
render  no  service  to  the  Ucdeemer*s  cause?     By  no  means; 
Manifold  are  the  gifts  which  God  has  bestowed  cm  men ;  and 
by  no  on^  of  these,  if  sanctified,  may  not  his  glory  be  pro^ 
moted.     Intellectual  faculties ;  ^^  knowledge  in  any  of  its  mul- 
tifarious branches ;  —  excellencies  of  disposition ;  -^  aptness 
and   facility  of   language ;  —  influence  arismg  from  station^ 
character,  property^  or  authority ;  -^  extensive  acquaintance 
with  society ;  — and '  the    innumerable  opportunities    whicli 
circumstances  may  render  peculiar  tc  the  lot  of  each  indivi- 
dual ;  — -  theSe  arfe  so  niaily   talents  to  be  employed  in   the 
service  of  God  and  his  gospel^  and  w  hich  we  are  to  occupj 
till  he  (^ome. 

Allow  mt  tiow^  Mr  Editot,  to  Suggest  a*  meali  of  doing 
good,  which  lies  in  ybur  poUer  ;  and  which,  if  it  appear  tcl 
you  in  that  light,  you  will,  l.know,  adopt.  It  is  thfc  simple 
bneof  pccasionally  allotting  a  page  or  two  ot*  ybur  Magatinpf 
to  the  publication  df  stich  plans  of  usefulness  as  may,  in  the 
fcourse  of  reflection  or  reading,  occur  to  yOur  correspondents  ; 
libd  which,  however  excellent  and  practicable^  may>  for  want 
of  being  rtcord«d)  totally  sink  into  obliviou,-  AffOrd  a  litfl^ 
Si  4D 
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space  for  this  purpose^  as  matter  may  occur,  under  the  head  ctf 
"  Hints  for,^*  or  ''  Plans  for  doing  good,**  or  any  appropriate 
title*;  add  invite  the  Suggestions  of  your*  readers.  lou  maj'y 
it  is  true,  receive  many  wnieh  are  not  worthy  of  much  regard  ; 
but  in  the  mi^ist  of  a  measure  of  sand,  a  diamond  may  lie  con* 
cealed.  Let  it  not  be  Supposed,  that  a  communication,  to  be 
accLptable,  must  relate  to  some  great  object:  no,  any  hint 
tendmg  to  thef  advancement  of  religion,  among  children  or 
servants,  in  families,  in  particular  churches,  in  neighbour- 
hoods, in  any  class  or  description  of  persons,  will  be  entitled 
to  attention.  A  thought,  weak  in  its  origin,  may  be  improved 
by  others ;  and,  like  a  small  spark,  may  kindle  a  creat  fire. 

As  I  have  trespassed  so  long  on  your  patience,  1  do  not  at  pie- 
sent  follow  up  my  plan^with  any  particular  suggestion.  If  you 
think  proper  so  far  as  to  honour  my  Letter,  you  may  mdke  it 
Ko.  1.  of  **  the  plans  of  doing  good  ;*'  and  I  doubt  not  but  it 
■will  be  succeeded  by  communications  of  your  abler  Corresi* 
pondents.  .  Nemo. 

♦  Wc  beg  leave  to  remind  our  correspondent,  that  this  useful  plan  was 
not  only  suggested  long  ago,  but  has  been  partly  executed  i  tv  o  papers 
concerning  til e  best  methods  of  furcning  and  conducting  Sunday  Schools 
being  inserted  in  coilsequence  of  it.  The  establishment  of  the  Missionary 
ScKiety  and  of  the  Religious  Tract  Society,  has  been  much  assisted  by  the 
information  conveyed  by  this  woik ;  and  we  shall  always  be  happy  ia 
contributing  our  aid  to  every  thing  u^ful. 


THE  LIFE  OF  MR.  PRIDE. 

The  subjecfbf  the  following  Memoir  made  his  appear- 
ance in  Shaddai^s  kingdom  ;  but  being  detected  -in  a  con- 
.^pil-acy  agaitist  the  government,  he  was  banished  to  the  lower 
regions  of  darkness ;  from  thence  he  ascended^  and  enteral 
ihe  continent  of  Universe,  where  was  a  colonjr  settled  by  the 
King  of  the  celestial  country.  The  happiness  of  these  new 
settlers  he  beheld  with  an  envious  eye  ;  and  sought  an  oppor- 
tunity of  insinuating  himself  into  their  affections^  tliat  he  mighi 
alienate  them  from  their  Sovereign.  In  this  attempt  he  unhap- 
pily succeededyby  the  use  of  this  flattering  deceitful  insinuatioD> 
*'  Ye  shall  be  as  gods,  knowing  good  and  evil."  Oh,  who  call 
resist  the  flattering  address  of  this  deceiver  !  As  our  first  pa- 
rents, while  perfect,  were  not  able  to  detect  his  policy ,-*-it  is  no 
tfronder  that  now  many  are  deceived  by  him.  Vvith  what  truth 
liiay  multitudes  be  addressed  in  the  language  of  the  prophet, 
'/  Th^  pride  6f  thy  heart  hath  deceived  thee  !**  As  he  was  ren 
ceived  by  the  first  settlers^  it  is  no  wonder  that  he  has  met 
with  a  kind  reception  among  their  numerous  posterity.  Such 
IB  their  credulity,  and  jiucb  are  the  flourishes  of  bis  addres^ 
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ihiii  he  easily  gains  the  ascendency,  and  captivates  their 
hear-ts.  By  this  mean  he  has  been  admitted  into  the 
greatest  farai lies,  and  has  had  access  to  the  greatest  person* 
ages  in  the  world ;  and  sach  has  been  the  confidence  reposed 
iti  him,  that  the  reins  of  government,  in  many  instances, 
have  been  coiu^iued  into  his .  hands  !     He  hos,  in  a  lesser  or 

S greater  degree,  influenced  all  the  courts  of  tlie  universe,  enacted 
aws,  and  inflicted  punishments.    To  the  higher  circle  of  life^ 
h«  pays  peculiar  attention ;  bat  though  he  often  rolls  in  the 
.   carriage  with  Lord  Ambition,  he  doth  not  fai  Jto  visii  the  poor 
of  the  land.    Such  is  the  extent  of  his  acquaintance,  aira  his 
agility  in  visiting,  that  he  is  here;  there^  and  everywhere.     I 
never  saw  a  family  in  my  life  but  there  were  some  symptoms 
of  his  presence,  though,  since  Prince  ImmQmiel  came,  he  ha? 
metwith  some  oppositiqn  ;  and  oi).e  wpuld  think  lie  would  be 
opposed  mor/e  than  he  is,  if  the  mischief  he  lias  done  were 
considered.     He  has  instigated  innqmerable  wars,  been  tlif 
cause  of  many  murders  and  suicides,  brought  man^r  tq  the 
hig)i)^ay  and  jthe  ^a)low$ ; -35*  others  he  has  led  into  excess, 
ancj  ffom  thence  into  perplexity  and  embarrassment :  — •  sou^e, 
wtiq   have  richly  entertained  hitn  for   a  season,   have  been 
brought  by  tiim  to  a  disgraceful  arrest,  obliged  ^p  qujt  a  parr 
Ipgr  for  a  pri|oQ.     There  >vas  poor  Mr.  Lookbig  and  his  lady 
(I  think  §he  wa$  one  of  the  Highlifes) ;   he  persuaded  them  t^ 
keep  as  good  a  house,  have  as  rich  entertainments,  an<}  mal^;^ 
as  grand  an  appearance  as  Mr.  Goodlfortune ;  but  see  the  end  ; 
the  money  is  all  gone,  debts  are  contracted  ;  to  be  sure,  their 
visitors  are  still  men  of  credit  ([  mean  Creditors :)  but,  alas! 
they  have  nothing  to  entertain  them  with, —for  tlie^  want  a 
golden  meaL     Mr.  Lookbig,  not  liking  his  new  visitors,  and 
fearing  tjiey  might  send  still  more  troublesome  guests,  abf 
econded  ;  and  went  (if  report  speaks  true^  to  sea  ;  and  what  is 
now  become  of  him,  none  can  tell.    After  many  excursions, 
ha  at  length  arrived  at  the  town  of  Profession :   he  took  up 
his  residence  in   Hypocrite-street,  where  he, continues  to  live 
in  great  reputation;  and  though  the  inhabitants  of  this  street 
are  his  cl>ief  and  most  intiaiate  companions,  vet  he  doth  not 
i'ail  to  visit  the  generality  of  the  inhabitants  ot  thf^  town ;  and 
by  his  pleasing  appearance  and  insinuating  address,  has  gained 
the  aflfections  of  multitudes;  so  that  we  can  find  but  few  who 
do  not  manifest  their  regard  to  him  by  their  appearance,  and 
vindicate  hie  character  when  he  is  spoken  against:  but  what  [ 
now  intend,  is  to  give  some  account  of  a 'visit  pfhis,  at  the 
house  of  one  Miss  Gajclothes,  of  Little-thought  Street.     It 
appears  that  she  lived  very  lately  in  God-fearing  Lune;  and 
was  taken  much  notice  ot  by  a  venerable  gentleman  of  the 
name  of  Conscience,  who  did  not  fsiil  to  give  her  the  best  ad- 
vice; to  whose  admonition  she  was  very  attentive,  until,  bj 
^iQ  insinuating  address  of  Mr.  Pride,  she  was  induced  to  fu 
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into  bis  embraces ;  and  after  offering  niany  insults  W  Con* 
science,  she  came  to  the  place  of  her  present  residence,  where 
a  \ery    intimate  acquaintance    was  established.     They    were; 

S)ntinually  seen  together;  ye^,  he  was  very  fond  of  attending 
er  to  her  usual  place  of  worship,  telling  her.  That  it  was  not 
at  all  inconsistent;  — that  he  attended  many  places  where  the 
'gospel  was  preached  ;  and»  instead  of  tliose  who  attended  be- 
ing disgusted,  they  thought  themselves  honoured  by  his  at- 
tendance. But  to  return  to  the  visit : — As  he  datered  the  house^ 
irflfer  their  usual  salutation,  he  was  invited  into  a  room  where 
there  were  more  looking-glasses  than  Bibles ;  and  ^hen  seated^ 
(^gan  the  following  conversation  :-— 

Pride.  I  am  glad  to  see  you  look  so  well :    I  think  you  look 
hotter  than  ever  I  saw  you. 
*'    Miss  Gauclothes,  I  thank  you,  Sir,  for  your  compliment. 

Pride.  1  think  that  natural  comeliness,  sheiyn  id  advantage 
by  artificial  adorning,  is  well  calculated  both  for  honour  and 
advantage. 

*  'Miss  &.  (7S>ith  <i  low  tone  of  voice,  lest  she  should  be  heard^ 
^dded)  Yes,  Sir;  I  see  the  propriety  of  what  you  advance.  I 
^hink  it  may'prob«ibly  be  the  means  of  my  preferment;  but  if 
iiot,  there  is  a  peculiar  pleasure  in  being  admired  and  respected. 
'  j^rijJe.  1  Bifn  glad  you  are  so  well  established  in  this  view  of 
ibings.  There  are  few  indeed  that  are  very  scrupufons  about 
outward  adorninp; ;  but  it  arises  frcim  being  over  nice  about 
trifling  things.    Thei-e  certainly  can  be  no  harm  in  it. 

(As  they  were  talking,  in  came  Mr.piainman,  of  Hate- 
,  Evil  StreeJ.) 

Miss  G.  Good  morning  to  you,  Mr.  Plainman.  How  do^ 
you  do  f ' ' 

Mr. Plainman.  Well,  I  thank  you,  in  my  health;  but  I 
don't  feel  vtry  comfortable  at  seeing  3VIr.  Pride  here ;  espe- 
cially, when  I  consider  what  a  character  he  bears,  and  wuat 
^iscbief  he  has  d,one:  indeed,  I  wonder  at  your  conduct,  that 
5'ou  should  give  him  such  encouragement  and  make  him  so. 
welcome,  when  it  is  well  known  he  is  an  ^nerny  and  traitor  to 
our  King,  as  he  has  sufficiently  proved^  by  his  intimacy  with 
those  wh0  are  in  rebellion  agamst  him. 

Miss  G.  Hold,  friend,  ypu  are  mistaken  in  the  gentleman. 
This  i^  not  that,  villain  Pride,. as  yoti  imagine.  1  hate  bhn}  as 
well  as  you;  but  it  is  a  Mr.  Decency,  <)t  this  town,  a  gentle- 
man of  great  reimectability,  whom,  I  think,  I  ought  to  esteem 
'  and  treat' with  tn^  greatest  respect;  and  I  am  surprized  tliat 
.jfou  should  begin  so  hastily,  without  knowing  who  you  were 
fpeaking  pf,        '  ^  -         . 

■  jPlain.  !Ah,  this  Pi[ide  hath  deceived  you  I     I  know  hi^  fea- 
^  turc^  ^^  W^'l  '^  mistake  him ;  —  I  have  seen  him  before  to* 
''  *<ISi^  r  ht  is  no  iftore  lite  Wr.  Decenpy  tha»  Mi^s  Worldly^ 
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faticy  13  like  Miss  Considerate ;  and  besides^  I  just  left  Mr. 
3>ecency  in  the  house  ot  jMIss  Moderation ;  so  that  it  catiiiot 
l>e  him. 

MissG,    X  doni  think  |  am  influenced  •  by  iPride  in  my 

dress,—-  I  o\Ay  <.$sume  a  decent  appearuoce;    and  t  tliipk  it 

is  nece^^a^y.     There  is  cLo  harm  in  being  ^  little  like  otlier 

people,  especially  as  1  am  called  to  be  among  then;,     (  hope 

3'ou  would  not  have  me  dress  like  Farmei  Rustic's  dairj-maid  i 

Pia'm.  ]SjO ;  1  agree  with  you  f hat  it  is  right  to  be  neat  and 

.Recent  in  your  appearance.    This,  instead  of  being  contrary 

to  religion^  i^  a  lessou  that  i^  taught  by  it;  but  when  1  speaA^ 

ot  decent  apparel,  1  mean  apparel  that  is  becoming  the  person 

«¥earing  it^  which  1  thii^k  you  have  gone  far  beyoml. 

MissG*  Wherein  is  it  unbecoming? 

Plain.  Because  it  is  imitating  the  earthly-minded,  who  hare 
.^11  their  thoughts  and  time  employed  in  earthly  v^nitiea. 
Miss  Gk  I  don't  go  so  far  as  many  do, 

Plain.  Indeed  1  don't  tliiuk  you  are  far  behind  them.  Th^ 
last  time  my  Lady  fashion  came  to  town,  did  you  not  run  with 
the  Babylonish  ladies,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Vain  Street,  to 
iueet  her  ?  and  did  you  not.  compliment  her,  and  invite  her  ta 
^our  house  i  • 

MissG,  Well,  I  think  her  a  very  agreeable  lady;  and,  to 
^peak  plainly,  I  don't  think  pride  consists  in  dress. 

Plain.  No ;  perhaps  in  a  sense  it  may  not ;  hut  rather  in  the 
disposition  which  occasions  it.  Yet  it  is  not  improper  thus  to 
speak;  for  we  read  in  Scripture,  of  being  "  clothed  vvith 
scales  ,•*'  and  it  is  expressly  i^aid,  "  They  were  his  pride  :"  there- 
fore, when  I  see  you  clothed  with  the  5cales  of  worldly- 
fashion,  1  dp  not  hesitate  to  say,  it  is  your  pride  i 
,  Miss  G.  So  you  would  make  me  out  to  be  as  prbud  as  the 
Pevil !     ' 

Plain*  \  should  be  sorrj'  if  you  made  yourself  so. 
MissG.    1  don't  dress  any  more  than  professors  in  general 
do ;  and  they  see  no  harm  in  it.     Why  then  should  you  be  so 
lavish  of  your  censure,  when  1  am   only  like  moat  of  the 
people  of  God  ? 

Plain.  There  wAs  a  time  when  the  generality  of  professors 
fell  down  and  worshipped  idols  ;  and  if  your  mode  of  arguing 
he  ri^ht,  I  think,  you  should  get  one  too.  * 

Mtss  G.  In  that  there  is  a  material  difference,  as  it  respects 
^ress  :  it  is  something  of  an  indifferent  nature^  which  does  not 
interfere  with  the  worship  of  God. 

Plain.  Perhaps,  if  1  was  to  ask  you  where  you  spent  most 
^me  this  morning,—  on  your  knees,  or  at  the  looking-glass, 
jou  Wfould  be  led  to  seie  ttiat  it  did  ;  and  1  am  afraid  you  have 
$pent  more  time  in  complimenting  Pride  and  Jbasbion,  and 
adorning  and  admiring  beautiful  ^It^  than  you  have  in  tiie 
adoration  of  your  Maker ! 
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Miss  G.  I  tliink  you  are  very  censorious.  1  shall  not  feff 
any  body  how  long  I  am  dressing: —  you  are  very  particular 
about  trifling  things.  I  think  it  is  straining  at  a  gnat  to  be  90 
•fcrupulous  about  dres.^. 

Plain.  1  think  it  is  right  so  to  do;  for  those  who  have  in- 
dulged themselves  in  swallowing  gftats^  have  at  iengtb  wal- 
lowed camels. 

Mis$  G.  VVellj  1  donH  see  any  harm  in  it. 

Flain,  Where  is  ^our  old  ffiend  Conscience  ?  I  have  not 
seen  or  beard  him  since  I  have  been  here.  Oh,  there  he  k, 
JFast  asleep  on  the  bed  qf  Carnal  Security.  (Here  he  gate  him  a 
mod  shake.)  Come,  ii  is  high  time  to  awake.  —  C^f  zchick  he 
just  moved,  vatLned,  and  rubbed  Ids  eye»^  saying,  Ah  !  veiy 
Ticht,  Mr.  PTainman  ;  and  fell  asleep  agaitu  It  appears  that 
Mr.  Pride f finding  him  rather  troublesome,  had  ^iven  him  a  dose 
ef  opium,  so  that  lit  could  not  keep  awake  a  minute  at  a  tim€. 
'XhisMir  of  Conscience  made  Miss  Gayclothes  blush,  and  appear 
•  iomeTcbat  disconcerted ;  b^t  she  soon  recovered^) 

Miss  G.  There  are  nvany  things  yi  Scripture  which  tend  f 

Aew  that  there  is  no  harm  in  it.    The  church  is  compared  to 

*^  bride,  decked  with  ornaments ;  the  love  of  God  to  a  ring;— 

.and  they  would  not  be  made  use  of  to  represent  divine  things, 

if  there  was  any  thing  wrong  in  the  use  of  them. 

Flain.  According  to  this  way  of  reasoning,  it  would  t« 
fight  to  fight,  wrestle,  and  run  at  race^ ;  for  these  are  made 
iise  of  to  represent  spiritual  things:  and  imiead  of  any  thing 
to  favour  it  in  Scripture^,  I  think  there  is  every  thing  against  iv: 
— '**  Be  not  co»forn>ed  to'  this  world,"  ^c  — "  £et  not  your 
adommg  be  the  outward  adorning,'*  &c. ;  and  you  must  re- 
»ember  the  daughters  of  Zion,  how  they  brought  the  curse  of 
God  upon  them,  for  following  the  fashions  of  the  times. 
,  iWiW  G.  Theirs  were  Heathen  fashions:  round-tires,  like 
the  moon,,  expressive  of  their  inclination  10  idolatry;  which 
was  the  cause  of  God's  displeasure. 

Plah.  But  don't  the  Lord  expressly  call  it  their  Pride  ?  and 
let  me  ask.  What  object  of  worship  were  the  npse-jewels,  &Ck 
ilescriptiveof?  ^   • 

Mis»  G.  Since  you  say  so  much  about  dress,  wbiit  rule  will 
you  Uiy  down  to  go  by  i 

Plain.  I  will  hold  fcnth  to  you  a  good  example,  which  is 
Jesits  Christ.  If  your  heart  is  right  with  God,  to  be  like  him 
will  be  your  highest  anibition  :  he  has  left  us  in  this,  as  well 
as  in  other  things,  an  example,  that  we  should  follow  his  steps. 

Miss  G.  I  don't  understand  you.  You  don't  mean  thiU  I 
ahould  wear  a  seamless  coat,  or  a  scark<  robe? 

Plain..  No  ;  but  the  apparel  of  Christ  was  expressive  of  Ws 
character;  aiut  thus  1  think  it  should  be  with  ^11  who  pfo(bi 
ttt  foUow  him  ,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that,  judging  according 
to  thisrule^  there  arc  but  few  that  dress  pertectly  cousisttoL 
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^liss  G.  Be  a  little  more  explicit,  Sir. 

Plain*  1  mean,  that  ihe  seamless  coat  of  Christ  was  de^ 
scriptive  of  his  perfect  righteousness ;  his  ^icarlet  robe,  of 
the  shedding  of  his  blood :  so  whatever  you  are,  your  dress 
should  express.  If  you  are  bound  \fr  Heaven,  let  yotir  dres^ 
shew  that  you  are  not  *atteiitive  to  earth  ;  — •  if  you  have  a  real 
^dly  simplicity  of  hearty  let  there  be  simplicity  of  diess,*  — 
if  you  are  modest,  let.yoiir  dress  be  modest}— if  yoa  aie 
humble,  let  your  dress  denote  humility. 

Miss  G.  Well,  after  all,  1  cannot  see  any  harm  in  my  ipan« 
uer  of  drowsing. 

Plain.  It  is  likely  you  may  not  see  it^  for  siil  i^  6f  a  bliading 
nature ;  and  those  who  live  in  sin  seldom  see  its  evil. 

Miss  Gr.  Well,  you  uiay  say  what  you  please,  but  I  don't 
think  religion  has  any  thing  to  do  with  dress. 

Plain.  Then  the  apostles  meddled  with  things  they  had  nc^ 
business  with,  -^  for  they  gave  prohibitions  and  directions  re- 
lative to  it.  And  were  not  the  things  written  by  the  apostles, 
written  for  our  learning?  But  you-pass  over  those  passages^ 
which  relate  to  dress,  and  don't  like  to  learn  such  lessons; 
but  you  know  that  children,  when  they  won't  learn  their  lessons- 
are  corrected  ;  and  don't  you  think  your  hc:ivenly  Father  will 
correct  y oil,  if  you  ai"e  deterniined  to  live  in  such  open  con- 
formity with  the  world  ?  I  shall  have  done  with  you,  and 
hold  no  correspondence  with  you  as  a  Christian,  until  you  are 
btougtrt  to  repent  of  your  folly. 

Miss  G.  Well,  you  may  do  as  you  like,  and  1  shall  do  as 
I  like.  I  will  never  be  under  such  controul  as  to  alter  toy 
dress,  or  refrain  from  those  things  which  ere  convenient,  to 
please  your  humour. 

Plain.  Farewell.  ^ 

(Just  as  he  teas  going  out,  some  one  Tvns  heard  at  the  door : 
.  it  proved  to  be  a  Mr.  Mildman^  of  Charity  Row,  who  fre^ 
quentlu  used  to  call  on  Miss  Gayclothcs,  when  she  lived  iii 
God-Jearin^  Lane,  for  the  satce  of  a  little  friendly  convetsa-^ 
tion  :  he  now  ca/ne'zvith  an  intention  to  remind  her,  affection* 
atelu,  of  the  impropriety  qf^ her  intimacy  nith  Mr.  Pride  : 
and  persuade  her,  if  possible,  to  leave  Little-thought  Street, 
and  return  to  Godfearing  Lane ;  or  else  to  take  a  house,  as 
there  %:ert  a  great  many  vacant,  in  Holiness  Square.  Mf. 
Flainman  ami  Mr.  Mildman  having  spoken  kindly  to  each 
other,  the  former  departed,  and, the  other  took  his  seat.  The 
conversation  at  Jirzt  turned  on  a  variety  of  subjects;  it  wa$ 
introduced  with  observations  on  the  weather.) 

Mr.  Mildman.  What  a  delightful  day  it  Is,  Missi      IIow 
pleaaant  it  is  16  see  the  sun^  after  it  has  been  obscared  ioc 
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3ffsi  G.  Yes,  Sir,  it  is  very  pleasant  indeed ;  arid,  a*  you  oB- 
fecrv'e,  the 'dull  weather  we  have  had,  makes  it  still  more  so- 
Mild.  I  have  often  thought  what  a  glorious  emblem  the 
Son  of  Nature  is  of  the  Sun  of  Righteousness !  Truly,  the 
light  of  the  natural  Sun  id  gweet ;  —  but  what  is  it,  when  coin- 
Jiared  with  the  shining  of  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  ! 

Miss  G.  It  is  sweet  indeed,  when  Jesus  shines  into  the  sou!; 
and  disperses  those  clouds  of  darkness  which  we  sometimtrJ 
feel. 

Aiild.  I  hav^  often  admired  those  gracious  promised  which 
are  made  to  those  who  are  called  to  walk  in  darkness.  Though 
lie  hide  his  face  for  a  moment  iri  loving-kindness,  he  will  again 
appear  ;—^  though  heaviness  may  endure  for  a  nighty  joy 
Cometh  in  the  morning  ! 

Miss  G,  These  promises  are  very  encouraging,  if  we  hadt 
but  faith  to  lay  hold  of  them.  , 

Mild.  Hark  !  I  thought  I  heard  somebody  at  the  door. 

Miss  G.  I  think  there  is.  (She  goes  to  the  door.)  Mi«i 
World lyfamry,  walk  in. 

Miis  fVorldlufancif.  (Seeing  Mr.  Mildnian.)  No,  I  thank 
jou  ;  I  only  want  to  speak  a  word  to  yon,  if  you  please. 

(The If  turned  aside.     Miss  fVorldliffanci/  came  to  look  at 

Miss  (iayclothes's  bonnet,  as  she  $aid  she  should  like  to  have  one 

,  just  like  it ;  and  Miss  Gaifchtha  promised  to  let  her  see  it^ 

that  she  mi^ht  take  a  pattern  by  it.     Miss  Worldly  fane  if  be-* 

tug  gone.  Miss  Gay  clothes  returns  to  tlte  parlour.) 

Mild,  I  think  1  have  some  recollection  of  that  ydfeinglady; 
Is  it  not  Mis3  llelapse-into-the- World  t 

MissG'  No,  Sir  ;  it  is  a  Miss  Worldlyfancy.  She  lives  in 
this  street,  — not  many  doors  from  my  house  :  she  frequently 
calls.  To  be  surcy  she  is  not  quite  so  spiritual  as  I  could  wish ; 
but  verv*  lively  and  cheerful  in  her  disposition  ;  and,  upon  the 
whole,  a  very  agreeable  person.  Miss  Relapse-into-thc-world 
is  married  ;  and  has  left  the  town. 

Afi/d.  indeed  !  1  knew  it  wiis  expected.  She  received  the 
addressfs  of  a  gentleman  from  the  town  of  Vain-Life. 

Miss  G.  Yes,  she  did  ;  she  is  gone  there  to  reside. 

Mild.  1  am  sorry  that  she  is  so  departed :  I  kite\V  her  when 
she  lived  in  Do -well  Street;  and  she  appeared  to  be  a  truly 
virtuo^s  character.  I  was  pleased  with  the  simplicity  of  her 
manners,  humbleness  of  her  mind,  and  spirituality  of  her  cou- 
\ersatiion  :  I  never  thought  of  her  leaving  the  town. 

Miss  G.  No  ;  indeed  1  should  have  tl^ought  she  woiild  have 
been  the  last.  I  heard  her,  but  a  little  beJore  this  man  came 
to  see  her,  speak  very  highly  of  Do-well  Street,  wber^e  she 
lived.  8he  told  me,  It  was  the  way  of  pleasaotness,  and  th^ 
path  of  peace  !  1  cannot  thmk  what  induced  her  to  marry  that 
teauish  chap,  and  leave  tlie  town,  with  aii  its  privileges! 
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Mild.  I  think  I  can  tell  you  how  it  came  abdpt :  -;-  This 
gentleman,  from  Vain  Life,  got  an  intimate  friend  of  his,  that 
Ixas  cbpsiderable  influence  in  this  town,^  to  speak  for  him. 

3ffM  G,  Who  could  that  be  ^  1  shall  not  have  a  very  good 
opinion  of  him  any  more,  let  him  be  who  he  will. 

Afiid.  He  is  called  by  different  n^unes;  but  I  beKeve  he  is 
jaaost  properly  called  Mr.  Pride. 

(Here  Afi^s  Gayclothc^  could  scarce  avoid  a  blushy  as  Mr. 

Plaiuman  had  just  been  charging  her  with  too  great  an  inti' 

tnacy  with  the  same  character.) 

Mi^  Q»  As  she  always  e^anifested  such  an  aversion  to  hiai, 
I  wonder  she  should  be  influenced  by  what  he  could  say. 
•  Mild.  When  he  first  went,  he  concealed  his  name  ;  and  as- 
sumed the  appearance  of  some  other  person  of  respfectability. 
He  told  her  a  pleasing  tale  of  the  excellency  of  this  gentle<- 
man's  disposition  ; — that  though  he  was  fond  of  pleasure,- he 
was  not  grossly  immoral ;  —  that  it  was  her  duty  to  accept  the 
offer,  as  it  would  be  a  mean  of  her  preferment :  set  forth  tlie 
pleasures  of  a  higher  station,  and  made  her  think  itiw«uld 
afford  her  satisfaction  to  move  in  a  higher  sphere ;  and  u\^ 
argufed,  that  as  he  was  superior  to  her  in  circumstances,  it 
must  be  pure  aflection  that  led  him  to  pay  his  addressres  to 
lier,'  Conscience  indeed  opposed  it ;  but  in  these  cases  Coit- 
science,  i^  not  much  attended  to.  Pride  gained  the  asceix- 
'dency  :  and,  to  make  short  of  it,  I  believe  she  married  him  to 
rise  in  the  world.  Though  I  think  she  did  give  Conscience 
ian  answer  to  satisfy  him:  when  he  opposed  it,  she  said,  si>e 
woi^lc)  talk  to  him,  and  epdeavour  to  persuade  him  to  c6iMe  and 
live  in  the  town  ;  but,  alasi  be  perverted  her  to  Heathenkm, 
instead  of  her  conv^erting  him  to  Christianity  :  all  occasioned  by 
this  wretched  Pride!  and  it  is  surprizing  what  mischief  he Jias 
done  in  the  town. —  Ob  L  ,h4ve  you  heard.  Miss,  of  Mr.  Im- 
prudent's  house  being  broke  open,  and  his  losing  all  his  money, 
and  almost  every  thing  else  tl^at  .was  valuable  f 

Miss  G.  Yes ;  I  believe  they  aje  now  gone  to  live  in 
Beggar  Lane? 

jMi W.  Yes,  they  are.  Do  you  know  who  it  is  that  was  guilty 
of  the  burglary  ?  ' 

MissG,  Mrs.  Imprudent  told  me,  it  was  one  Cross  Pr^- 
'vidence.  .      .  j  >•  : 

Mild.  There  is  very  strong  suspicion  that  it\vas  Mr.  Pride. 
He  and  they  were  always  ujK)n  Vriendly  terms ;  and  I  wrider- 
stand,  that  as  the  daughters  grew  up,  he  got  particularly  ac- 

?[Uainte4  with  them  ;  in  consequence  of  wnich  he  came  more 
requenlly,  and  stimulated  them  to  assume  a  gay  appearance, 
make  rich  entertainments,  8cc.  until  at  length  this  villain,  for 
the  kind  reception  he  met  with,  robbed  them,  and  reduced 
them  to  their  preseat  situation.    I  Injlieye  he  continues  to 
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live  with  them>  now  they  are  in  Beggar  Lane ;  but  .seems  m 
good  deal  mortified^  espe«iallY  when  anjf  of  their  former  ao 
quaintance  call  on  them  ;  he  inen  appears  very  much  abashed, 
as  he  cannot  bear  the  thought  of  living  in  such  a  nasty  hole, 
^  he  calls  it- 

Miss  G,  I  think  it  very  inconsistent  for  persons  to  go  beyond 
their  ciroii instances;  and  I  also  think  with  you,  that  Ptide  is 
often  seen  in  Beggar  Lane.  /  He  is  not  confined  to  those  who 
make  a  more  splendid  appearance  in  the  world  ;  for  many  who 
live  in  Fashion  Market  are  less  acquainted  with  him  than 
jome  who  live  in  four  Man's  Road,  or  Quaker  Street. 

Mild,  Your  observatiop  is,  in  some  measure,  just,  for  dress 
is  not  the  only  way  in  which  Pride  is  manifested ;  for  Mr. 
Pine  (who  is  perhaps  one  of  the  persons  you  allude  to 
in  Fashion  Market)  dresses  to  an  excessive  decree;  but  in 
every  other  respect  appears  to  be  humble :  and  flli.  Self-Im*" 
portance  is  very  plain  in  his  dress,  but  appears  to  be  under 
the  influence  oi  Pride :  in  other  respects,  though  exclusive  of 
thia^  I  should  conclude  the  latter  was  the  proudest  character. 
But  though  dress  is  not  the  only  way  in  wnich  Pride  is  mani- 
fested, it  does  not  prove  that  it  is  not  one  way ;  and  you  will 
bear  with  me.  Miss,  if  I  say,  I  tbink  you  have  lately  shewn  too 
great  an  inplination  for  the  vanities  of  Fashion  Market.  I  hope 
you  will  pot  he  offended  at  the  liberty  I  take,  as  I  can  assure 
you  it  is  not  as  an  enemy,  but  with  a  view  to  your  happiness, 
that  J  thus  speak.  I  highly  e^eem  you-  as  a  Christian  cha- 
racter ;  and  would  wish  to  see  you  happy  in  your  iK>ui,  and  an 
honour  to  your  profession. 

,^  Mi^-  G,  As  it  respi^c^  piy  dress,  I  am  not  CQnvmi^ed  there 
]6  any  harm  in  it.  ' 

Mild»  To  that  I  fuljy  give  ^credit ;  for  f  cannot,  for  a  pio- 
ineqt,  indulge  the  thought  that  you  wofild  wilfully  Uve  in  any 
sin.  Unless  I  am  greatly  deceived  in  you,  it  is  your  desire  to 
know  and  do  the  will  of  ijro4;  ^nd  as  such,  I  presume,  you  will 

'bear  me  patiently, 
Miss  G.  Yes,  Sir. 

iiiid.  (t  id  a  duty  enjoined  on  all  the  followers  of  the  Lamb, 
that  they  walk  worthy  the  vocation  wherewith  they»are  called- 

,tbq\t(^i\\l}ng  is  Q  holy  calling,  —  a^heavenly  callinje; ;  and  wc 
should  be  careful  lest  it  be  tarnished  with  any  thing  vain, 
««MP*blyj  or  pfirqal^ ,  ,We  are  called  tp  leave  the  world  with  all 
its  vainitie^,  aqd  aspire  after  Heavfsn  with  all  its  glories  :  hence 
those  who  are  bound  for  \he  heavenly  Canaan  become 
3tr^ngers  ^nd  pilgrims  on  the  earth ;  ^d  you  kno^  strangers 

,  slioujfl  pot  luak^  sq  free  as  those  who  are  at  bopus ;  but  com« 
out  fiom  tji<e  worjd  and  be  separate.  The  children  of  Dis- 
obedience hcive  many  things  invented  for  their  amusemeot» 
by  the  Prince  of  t)ie  Power  of  the  Air,  to  occupy  their  thoughts 
and  enga^^e  their  attention,— rwhile  thgr  live  without  God,  and 
without  hope  in' the  world  j  ^ut  let  not  the  phildren  of  tho 
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]Mto^  High  snatch  their  toys,  and  divert  themselves  with  tbeir 
playthings*     Conformity  to  the  world,   with  respect  to  dress, 
appears  to  me  to  be  expressly  forbidden  in  the  word  of  God  i 
**  Let  not  your  adorning  b6  the  outward  adorning  of  plaiting 
your  hair,  or  putting  on  of  apparel/*  ?vc.     '^  I  will,  thereForc^ 
that  women  adorn  themselves  in  modest  apparel,  with  shame- 
facednessand  sobriety:  not  with  braided  hair,  nor  gold,  nor 
pearb^  nor  costly  array ;  but,  which  becometh  women  profcss- 
Itig  godliness  with   good  works."     Here  we  learn,  that  to  fol* 
low  our  natural  inclinations,  and  dress  as  we  list,  conforming. 
to  the  fashions'bf  the  world,  is  sinful,   and  contrary  to  th« 
word  of  God,  or  else  there  would  have  been  no  need  for  any 
thing  to  have  been  said  about  it  in  the  Scriptures  :  and,  Sdly, 
We  learn  tbatthose  who  have  religion,  are  required  to  be  dif"* 
ferent  from  others  in  their  dress,  —  as  '*  women  professing  god- 
Kness,*  says  the  apostle.     Women  professing  godliness  are  to 
be  adorned  with  good  works,  and  not  witti  the  glories  of  the 
world  f  and,  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  will  of  God,  will  farther 
appear,   if  we  consider  the  displeasure  he  has  manifested  to-* 
wards  those   who   have  lived  in  it.     The  dadffhters  of  Zioa 
coti formed  to  the  fashions  of  the  times,  and  decked  themselvesi 
with  various  ornaments.     God  expressly  calls  it  their  Pride; 
ttnd  threatens  them  with  many  calamities  :  and  it  doth  appeac 
also  to  be  inconsistent  that  human  nature,  in  its  renewed  ^tate, 
should  be  fond  of  it.    It  is  what  the  world,  who  are  destitute  of 
^ace,  admire;  and  if  those  who  profess  religion  are  fond  of 
It  t6o,  what  proof  do  they  give  of  being  crucified  to  the  world,  i 
of   being  new  creatures?    having  old  things  passed  4iway> 
and  all  things  become  new  ? — In  the  use  of  this,  as  well  as  all 
other  things.  Moderation  should  be  our  guide.    It  was  tiie 
language  of  an  apostle, ''  Let  your  onodj^ration  be  known  to 
all  men."    If  it  had  been  said.  Let  your  extravagance,  and  let 
the  vanity  and  pride  of  your  mind  be  known  to  all  men,  we 
could^asily  find  characters  who  attend  to  the  exhortation ;  but 
it  is  your  moderation.     God  has  given  us  all  things,  and  we 
may  richly  enjoy  them,  —  but  not  superfluously  or  extrava- 
gantly ;  and  we  are  not  only  to  use  one  thing,  but  all  things 
with  moderation.     Hence  it  app^^ars,  that  excessive  dress  is 
as  much  forbidden  as  excess  in  the  lise  of  any  other  earthly 
good.    These  considerations  are  sufficient  to  satisfy  my  oua 
mind,  that  conformity  to  the  fashions  of  the  world  is  contrary 
to  the  mind  of  God  ;  aad  I  hope  you  will  be  found  in  tiiis,  as 
well  as  in  other  respects,  walking  worthy  the  high  and^lea- 
venly  calling  wherewith  you  are  called  ! 

[This  mild  but  faithful  speech  of  Mr.  Mildfncn,  appeared 
to  Tnake  some  impression  on  the  mind  of  Miss  GayclotticSy  and 
thejf  parted  friends;  butwh^ther  it  produced  th&  desired  ^(^t,^ 
i  am  not  at  present  able  to  sat/.} 

Ncwnhan^,  Oxon^  J.  C. 
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tTnnslatcd  ftom  the  Frcftch.J 


DANGER  OF   PUBLIC    AMUSEMENTS. 

Alypius,  a  friend' of  St.  Augustine^  was  accustomefl  to 
boM   in  tlie  utmost  horror   and   detestation  the  gltidiatorial 
combats,  which  were  exhibited  in  the  age  in  which  he  lived* 
Being  invited  one  day,  by  his  companions*  to  be  a  spoctalor  of 
those  inhuman  sports^  he  reused  to  go.    They,  ho^weter,  in^ 
sisted  on  his  accompanying  them  ;  and  drew  him,  along  i^aiiiat 
his  will.      When  tney  had  all  taken   their  seints^  ttie  gama( 
commenced.    Alypius  shut  his  eyes,  that  objects  soaboniia- 
able  might  not  pollute  his  mind.     "  VVonW  to  God,**  said  A«- 
gustihe,  ^^  he  had  also  stopped  his  ears  !"     For  having  heard  a 
great  cry,  he  sufiered  himself  to  be  conquered  by  his  curiority^ 
and  .opened  his  eyes  to  see  what  it  was,  imagining,  that  he 
still  retained  the  poisycr  of  shutting  them.    One  of  the  coat* 
batants  was  wounded.     No  sooner  did  he  behold  the  purple 
stream  issuii^  from  the  body  of  the  Bnhappy  wretch,  tban^  in* 
itead  of  turning  away  his  eyes,  they  were  fiirjrested  on  the 
object;    and  became  intoxicated  with  those  brutal  coflsdNitSt 
He  was  no  longer  the  same  man  :    he,  by  degrees,  imbibed  the 
sentiments  of  the  multitude  around  him,  joined  in  their  shouts 
and  declamations,  and  carried  away  trom  the  amphitheatre  a 
violent  passion  for  returning  :  and  not  only  did  he  go  the  se* 
cond  time  with  those  who  had  ensnared  him,  but  he  himself 
enticed  others.    Yet  tliis  man  began   at  first  with  an  abhor^ 
^ence  of  such  criminal  ^mnsements,  and  resolved  to  take  na 
part  in  them :   but  sad  experience  taught  him,  that  th^  best  re*^ 
Solutions  are  insufficient  to  withstand .  so'  gireat  temptatloHs  | 
and  that'thc  only  way  to  escape  danger  is:t»  keep  at  ia  distance 
from  it. 

May  our  young  people  learn>  by  this  example,  to  drstmst  their 
own  courage  and  resolution,  and  to  shun  the  entertainments  of 
the  stage,  and  all  such  diversions;  which  may  prove  as  injtiri-T 
^us  to  tlw?m  us  these  did  to  Alypius  T 


ADMlRABLfe  ZEAL  FOR  TH&  HOUSE  OF  GOD* 

^N  old  Chinesewcnt  oneslay  to  a  Miosionarv)  who  was 
in  Lis  villago,  to  represent  to  hi.n  the  extreme  desire  h^  ha3 
of  building  a  cburrh  there.  ^^  Your  ieal  is  laudable,"  said  the 
father  to  him  y^^  but  we  have  not  now  t'h^  meurrs  of  ^defraying 
lo'-gforrt  an  Frprmcc.**  ^.  I  aspire  t^}  tJb  ittnysclf,''rq>ii©cL\he 
irillaner.     Tbe  M^iJs^bnar}^  iKcu^ttiiiTttf-  Jo'sbe  him  for  rtraay 

'    '      '  :.•..     •"    ■"■'       '     *■'*' 
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years  leacl  a  very  poor  life,  believed  him  not  to  be  in  a  sitn- 
ation  to  agcpmplish  what  he  pfomised.  He  again  praised  his 
good  intentions,  representing  to  him  these*tent  of  the  villiige^ 
consequently  the  large  size  of  a  suitable;  building,  and  his  in- 
competency to  so  ffceat  a  work.  '  Excuse  me,'  replied  the 
countryman,  '^Ibehcve  myself,  able  to  do  what  I  .proix)se.* 
^*  But  do  you  know,'*  said  the  father,  ^^  that  two  thousand 
crowns  at  least  are  necessary  for  such  an  undertaking?*'  'I 
have  them  all  ready,'  returned^the  old  man  ; '  and  if  I  had  not, 
I  should  not  thus  have  ilnpoftnned  ybm'*  The  Missionary  was 
much  charmed  at  learning  that  this  good  man,  whom  he  had 
thought  ve*-y  poor>  was  possessed  of  so  itiuch,  and  that  he 
wished  to  employ  it  sausefioMy  :  nor  wa$  \fe  less  surprized,  when 
having  th^  curiosity  to  ask  hiiii.  How  he  had  been  able  to  pro- 
cure this  sum  i  he  ingenuously  answered,  Tliat  for  forty  years, 
since  he  had  conceived  this  design^  he  had  retrenched  from 
his  food  and  clothing  all  that  was  not  absolutely  necessary,  that 
lie  hiight  have  the*  ijotisolntion,  before  he  died',  ryi'  leav- 
ihg  in  his  village  a  house  erected  to  the  honour  of  the  true 
God! 

"  Ts  nbt  this  a  hitlt  to  British  Christians  ?'  and  how  many  arc 
<here  now  sitting  utrder  the  sound  of  the  go$pel,  and  enjoying 
its  gloTious  pTiVikges,  to  whom  some  obscure  town  or  \inage 
gaVe  birth,  not  y^t  favoured  with  the  faithftil  ministration  of 
divine  ordltidrices'l  iHow  worthy  of  every  ^nerous  mind 
to  emaldte  the  »x:ample  of  this  inhabitant  of  "China ! 


MISSIONART   ZEK^4 

Francis  X.AviEfe  (called  the  Apostle  of  the  Indiei^^ 
being  about  to  tiridertate  a  mission  which  appeared  extremely 
haiardons,  was  «trongly  expostulated  with  by  his  friends,  oti 
the  great  dangers  he  would  have  to  encounter  frbm  the  malign 
nity  of  tTie  clitnate,  th^  sterility  of  the  land,  and  the  barbarity 
of  the  inhabitants :  in  short,  tliat  every  thing  was  gloomy  and" 
terrific.  This  representation,'  though  jnst,  was  so  far  from  dc^ 
tcrring  him  from  the  attempt,  that  it  seemed  to  inspire  him 
with  moTe^zeal  for  the  aftluous  enterprize.  "  The  most  trncta* 
Me  and  opulent  nations,"  said  he,  **  will  not  want  pretrchers  ;* 
but  this  IS  for  me,  because  others  will  not  nnderlake  it.  If 
the  country  abounded  in  odoriferous  woods  and  mines  df  gold, 
all  dangers  would  be  braced,  in  order  to  procu're  thetil  :  Should 
merchants  then  be  more  intrepid  than  Missionaries?-^  Shall 
these  uhfortunate  people  be  excluded  from  the  blesyings  of  ne- 
demption  ?  It  is  true,  they  are  very  barbarous  and  brutal ;  bat 
lettbem  be  more  se ;  he  who  can  convert  even  stones  into- 
children  of  Abrahatcg  is  toot  he  able  to*  sbftcn  thdf  hearts  ? 
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Shoold  I  be  iastrumental  in  the  saiimtioaof  \mt  one  amonit 
them,  I  should  think  myself  but  too  well  recompensed  for  aH' 
tRe  labours  and  dangers  by  which  you  endeavoured  to  affright 
me. 

With  these  sentiments  he  entered  on  his  work ;  and  it  is 
said,  that  his  success  corresponded  with  his  zeal  and  intrepi- 
dity ;  so  that  great  numbers  of  those  wretched  people  were 
broiighl  to  embrace  the  Christian  fj^th. 


THOUGHTS  ON  RELIGIOUS  SOCIETIES; 

In  Answer  CD  the  Qs^^i^f 

JFhat  Benefits  may  be  expected  from  the  Establishment  of 
Religious  Societies  f 

Man  is  a  being  formed  for  society;  bis  nature^  his  de- 
inres^  his  wants^  his  enjoyments^  — -  all  equally  impel  him  to 
fH!ek  society.  Could  you  communicate  to  faim  ever^  blessing 
in  a  state  of  solitude,  be  would  gladly  relinquish  all  tor  the  ad-^ 
Taotages  resulting  from  society.  We  see  men  everywhere  form- 
ing themselves  ib to  societies  for  the  purposes  of  trade  and  com- 
xnerce,  and  on  many  civil  occasions,  the  benefits  of  such  astocia-* 
tions  are  great,  and  universal! v  acknowledged.  What  wonderful 
edifices  have  been  erected,  what  monuments  of  gratitude  raised, 
what  misery  has  been  relieved^  by  the  union  of  many  in  one 
common  cause !  And  can  societies  of  a  religious  nature  exist, 
withput  reciprocal  advantages  to  be  derived  by  all  concerned} 

All  worshipping  assemblies  come  under  this  designation; 
but  the  benefits  iluwin^  from  them  we  need  not  enumerate;  we 
trust  we  have  appreciated  them.  But  our  present  subject  refers 
more  immediately  to  religious  societies  for  prayer,  praise>  and 
religious  conversation. 

Imagine  the  condition  of  a  traveller,  who  is  compelled  in 
solitude  to  walk  through  an  intricate  track  of  country,  beset 
with  snares,  and  infested  by  robbers ;  where  be  is  in  danger 
^very  moment  of  taking  a  wrong  step  ;  and  every  wjon^  step 
may  produce,  if  not  his  ruin,  yet  a  very  considerable  inter- 
ruption to  bis  peace^  and  much  retard  his  progress.  What 
joy  must  fill  his  breiist  at  the  prospect  of .  being  joined  by  one 
or  two  more,  travelling  the  same  journey  !  what  vast  benefits 
are  likely  to  result  from  their  mutual  encouragements,  counsels, 
and  cautions  !  will  they  not  more  courageously,  more  success- 
fully  oppose  their  enemies  ?  and  though  the  road  be  dangerous, 
and  the  snares  many,  yc|  the  pleasures  and  benefits  flowing 
irom  each  other's  society,  will  sweeten  every  bitter,  and  beguile 
the  otheji^wise  tediousnesb  of  their  jouraey. 
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Here  it  may  be  useful  to  ask.  What  benefits  have  been  re- 
cAvei  by  other  persons  in  religious  societies  ?  These  may  ra* 
tionally  be  expected  by  us.  If  we  enquire  of  them^  they  will, 
amopg  others,  enumerate  such  as  the  following :  — 

I.  Relief  when  tempted,  afflicted,  or  fallen ;  arising,  1.  From, 
sympathy;  which  has  a  natural  tendency  to  alleviate  oar 
trouble,  and  lighten  our  burdens.  <2.  From  a  consideration, 
that  (others  being  led  in  the  samfe  way  with  ourselves)  we  are 
|)rone  to  decide  on  our  experience  as  lingular ;  but  by  mutual 
intercourse  with  the  saints,  we  find  others  are  tried  and  e^cet- 
cised  as  we  are.  S.  This  will  be  confirming  to  our  mind,  as  il; 
proves  the  unity  of  religion ;  and  will  furnish  us  with  a  suitable 
reply  to  tlie  suggestions  of  Satan^  8tc. 

II.  IF  the  presence  of  Christ  be  accounted  a  benefit,  this  may 
be  expectcA;  because  it  is  promised^  *'  W-here  two  or  three 
are  met,*  &<?•— this  must  include,  l.  Support, —2.  Joy,«— 
and,  3.  Lii'e.  ^*  In  the  light  of  this  King's  countenance  is 
life." 

IIL  If  the  incjreaseand  establishment  of  Christ's  kingdom  be 
a  benefit,  this  may  be  expected.  1 .  Pron)  cordial  co-operation 
of  the  members  of  such  societies ;  — 2.  From  their  united 
prayers ;  —  S.  From  the  emanation  resulting  from  the  good  ex* 
ample  of  others. 

IV.  This  is  the  way  to  obtain  spiritual  blessings :  *'  If  any 
two  of  you  shall  agree  touching  any  thing  &at  ye  shall 
ask,*'  &c. 

V.  Such  societies  give  us  some  view  of  the  happiness  of 
Heaven :  —  their  felicity  is  not  insulated  nor  single,  the  plural 
is  ever  used  :  —  "  They  sung  a  ne^v-  song ;  — •  they  cried 
O  Lord,  how  long,**  8cc. 

VI.  If  circumspection  in  our  walk  be  a  benefit,  tbiamay  be 
expected:  for  although  the  habits  of  holiness,  in  a  behever^ 
result  from  a  principle  within ;  yet  we  must  have  but  small 
acquaintance  with  the  frame  of  the  human  mind,  not  to  know 
that  the  bonds  of  such  societies  have  strong  effects  to  excite 
and  cherish  watchfulness,  8cc. 

VII.  Benefits  will  likewise  accrue  to  the  minister  who  attends 
such  religious  associations.  How  can  he  speak  a  word  In  season 
to  the  weary,  of  whose  cjse  he  is  ignorant  I  or  warn  those 
who  are  in  danger,  with  whose  snares  he  is  unacquainted  !  8cc* 
And  in  the  growth  of  the  memhers  of  such  societies  in  grace, 
imd  in  every  good  word  and  work,  he  vvill,  with  unfeigned  plea- 
sure, discover  the  blessing  of  God  on  his   labours.     In  short, 

.  ^he  benefits  to  be  expeclea  are  numer6us,  and  of  the  first  mag« 

nitMde.     We  haVe  the  command  of  God,  and  the  exaiuple  of 

the  Saints,  to  justify  our  asseinblirig  together ;  and  let  us  e^ver 

remember,  "  That  atliree-fold  cord  is  not  quickly  broken.'* 

JVfsimmter.  S— . 
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43tN:TIlE  SORROW.MOT  TO  BE  REPE^TJ5D  Qf^ 

To  (he  EdUer. 
Il6v.  Sir, 
PiftM  IT  me  to  request  you  to  insert  in  your'  Magazin?  a  truly  TaloaMe 
I^etter  of  that  grpnt  pian  of  God,  Bishop  Hall,   to   his  sister,  Mrt. 
Rrinsleji  *'  On  the  Sorrovr  not  to  be  repented  of."     As  it  hasaflForded 
.1P9  i^F!^t  support  aivl  c^ofoUtion.  under  the  pressure  of  very  painful 
dou)}tS'ftod  fears,   I  sh^iikl  be  glM  f^^^*;  ^\  to  ^nda  pl^e  in  your  useful 
-Maigasuie  ;  hoping  othcup  iHiay  KCf iv^  much  4pif^u^  advant^gi:  &09 
the  same,  and  have  cause  to  bless  dod  that  it  was  prifiUd, 
I  am,  Sir,'  Wlh  great  f cspeet, 
Ckrkennjcdh  your  obliged  hiirablc  Servant,        H.  L*. 


''  It  is  seldom. seen  that  a  silent  grief  sp^dff  TTel] ;  for 
ciUicjf  H  mai)  must  have  strong  Ijaiids  of  resolution  to  str^pgle 
.it  io  his  bosoDi,  or  c}de  it.drives  hii\i'..to  some  secret  mischief: 
"whereas,  sorrow  reveiilcd  is  half  remedied  ;  and  even  abates  ill 
yX\^  uttering.     Your  grief  vyas  wisely  disclosed  ;  and  shall  be 
as  strenuously  answered.      I  ani  glad  of  your  sorrow  j    and 
should  weep  for  you,  if  yoq  ^}si  not  th,u5  pipurn^    Your  so.rror 
^i  t'»at  you  panaut  grieve  for  ygu/*  siijs.     Let  me  tell  you,  ITiat 
the  an2;els    therri^cives    yiiig   at' this  lamentation ;— neither 
doth  the  €;^rth  aftoid  so  ^vtrct  ^u^jc  in   the  cares   of  God. 
This  heaviness  is  tuQAvay  10  joy.     VVorldly  sorrow  is  worthy 
of  pity,  w- hecausg  it  Icadetli  10  death ;  byt  tlii?  deserves  no- 
thing but  envy  and  congratulation.  '   If  those  tears  were  copj- 
.  uioD,  Hell  .would  not  so  enlarj^c  itself.    Never  sin,  repented  of, 
n*j^  punished  ;  and  never  any  thus  moyrned  and  repented  not. 
Lq,  y^u  have  donclhat  which  you  grieve  you  have  not  done*! 
Th^Ltgood  Gk)d,  whose  act  is  his  uin,  accounts  of  our  will  as 
our  detjd  !     If  Jie  reqi^ircd  sorrow  propoition^ble  to  the  heihous- 
ness  of  our  sins,  there   were  no  end  of  our  mourning  !     Kow 
.his  mercy  regards  not  so  much  the  measure,  as  the  truth  of  it; 
and  accauot^  us  to  hav*?  that  which  we  complain  to  Want.    I 
pgvcr  knew  any  truly  p(^niicnt,  who,  in  the  depth  of  his  re- 
jmorse,  was  afraid  of  sorrowing  too  nju^^b  ;  nor  any  unrepentant 
who  wished  to  sorrow  more.     Yea,  Jet  me  tell  you,  that  this 
.fc6rrowis   better,  and  more  tJian  Uiat  deep   heaviness  for  sin 
whiclj  you  desire.     Many  have  been  vexed  with  an  extreme 
yenioi*8€  for  some  sin,  f^om  the  gripes  of  a  galled  conscience, 
which  yet    n^ver  came  .where   true -repentance    grew;  —  fn 
.^hom  the  conscience  plays  at  once  the  accuser,  witness,  judge, 
find  tormentor  i  but  an  e>irnc5t  grief  for  the  want  of  grief,  was 
nev^  Ivuud  la  any  but  a  gracious   heart.    Y'ou  are  |iflppj> 
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,  And  complain.  Tell  me,  I  beseech  you,  tliis  sorrow  you  mourU 
10  want:  is  it  a  grace  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  or  not?  If  noti 
Why  do  you  sorrow  to  waht  it?  If  it  be,  oh,  how  happy  is  it 
to  grieve  for  want  of  giace !  The  God  of  all  truth  and  blessed* 
rtcss  has  said,  "  .Blessed  are  tfiose  that  hunger  and  thitlit  after 
righteousness  j'*  and^  with  the  sam<6  breath,  *' Blessed  ar^  they 
that  mourn,  for  they  shall  be  comforted !'  Yoii  say,  you 
ihourri  :  Christ  saith,  '^  You  arfe  blessed.*'  You  say,  you  mourn  t 
Christ  salth,  "You  shall  be  comforted**'  Either  ndW  distrust 
your  Saviour,  or  else  confess  your  ow,n  happiness,  and,  with  pa- 
tience^ expect  his  promised  oonsolatioti.  What  do  yoii  fear  J' 
You  »ee  others  stand  like  strong  oaks,  —  unshaken^  unre-* 
moved.  You  are  but  a  reed,  a  feeble  plant,  tossed  and  bowed 
with  every  wind,  and,  with  much  agitation  bruised.  Lo,  yoU 
are  in  tender  and  favourable  hands,  that  never  brake  any  whoni 
their  sins  bruised !  —  never  bruised  any  whom  temptation^ 
have  bowed.  You  are  but  flax ;  and  yOur  best  is  not  a  flame> 
but  an  obscure  smoke  of  grace.  Lo,  here  his  Spirit  is  as  a 
soft  wind,  not  as  cold  water ;  he  will  kindle>  but  will  nevet 
quench  you.  ^The  sorrow  you  watit  is  his  gift.  Take  heed> 
lest  while  you  vex  yourself  with  dislike  of  me  measure^  you 
grudge  at  the  Giver.  Beggars  may  not  cbuse.  This  portion 
he  has  vouchsafed  to  give  you ;  if  you  have  any^  itwasmor^ 
than  he  wias  bound  to  bestow.  Yet  yoii  say,  W  hat,  do  more  f 
as  if  you  took  it  unkindly  that  he  is  no  more  liberah  £vea 
these  holy  discontentments  are  dangerou3.  Desire  more  (as 
much  as  you  can)  but  repine  not  when  you  do  not  attain.  De^ 
^ire,  but  so  as  you  be  free  from  impatience,  free  from  unthank*^, 
fulness.  Those  that  have  tried,  can  say.  How  difficult  it  is  tc^ 
complain,  with  due  reservation  of  thanks.  Neither  know  t 
which  is  worse ;  —  to  long  for  good  things  impatientiy>  or  not 
at  all  to  desire  them*  The  fault  of  your  sorrow  is  rather  in 
your  conceit  than  in  itsself  J  and  if  indeed  you  mourn  not 
enough,  stay  but  God's  leisure,  and  your  eyes  shall  run  over 
with  tears.     How  many  do  you  see  sport  with  their  sips,  yea 

/  brag  of  them !  bow  many  that  should  die  for  want  of  pastime> 
if  they  might  not  sin  freely,  --•  and  Inore  freely  talk  of  it  I 
What  a  saint  are  you  to  those  that  can  droop  under  the  me^ 
mory  of  the  frailty  of  youth,  and  never  think  you  have  spent 
enough  of  tears !  Vet  so  I  encourage  you  in  what  you  have,  at 
one  tlmt  persuades  you  not  to  desist  from  suiiig  for  more.  It 
isgood  to  be  covetous  of  grace,  and  to  have  our  desires  herein 
enlarged  with  our  receipts.  Weep  still,  and  still  desire  to  weep  ; 
but  let  your  tears  be  as  the  rain  in  the  sunshine,  -^  comfort-* 
able  and  hopefitl ;  and  let  jiOt  your  longing  savour  of  murmut 
or  distrust.  These  tears  are  reserved,  ^=-  this  hunger  shall  be 
Satisfied,  -—  this  sorrow  shall  be  comforted  !  There  is  nothing 
betwixt  God  and  you— but  time.  Prescribe  not  to  his  wisdom^ 
-«-  hasten  not  his  mercy.  His  grace  is  enoXig^h  for  you ;  ^»  hif 
glory  shall  be  more  tliah  enough  * 
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MRS.  TITLEY, 


Of  women,  history  says,  compa- 
rativtly,  very  little*  In  two  cases 
tkey  have  excited  notice,  —when 
they  havt  filled  elevated  Rations, 
and  when  they  have  discovered  siiv 
gular  abilities.  But  such  females 
nave  not  always  been  the  most  de- 
serving df  aUention  : '  real  devot- 
cdoe«s  to  God,  in  whaljevcr  cir- 
cumst^oces  it  is  to  be  found,  is  far 
superior  to  the  claims  of  rank  or  of 
genius,  in  the  view  of  him  whose 
**  judgment  is  always  according  to 
truth.''  Dorcas  is  raised  from  the 
dcadf  not  for  her  birth  or  her  ea- 
lentn*  v-  bujt  btxause  >he  made  ^r. 
ments  for  the  poor  !  **  Beai^tv  is 
deceitful,  an&  favour  is  vaih;  'but 
a  woman  that.feareth  the  L6rd,  she 
shall  be  praised  l"  **  A  gracious 
woman  retaineth  honour l" 

**  VVh?n  you  come  to  write  of 
many  excellent  characters,  you 
Und,"  says  a  judicious  writer,  «<  a 
scarcity  of  materials ;  tbeiniives  re-» 
scmble  the  services  ol  some  io. 
valuable  domestics  in  a  family. 
Such  bear  the  burden  and  heat  of 
the  day,  and  tread  the  path  of  duty 
o^eir  and  over  again,  with  fidelity 
and  cue ;  but  the  history  ot  the 
week  is  the  history  of  their  Jives: 
and,  though  theit  lives  ^eem  but 
the  course  of  a  week  repeated,  yet 
steadily  to  repeat  such  weeks ; —  to 
persevere  through  wearuiess  and 
loil»  with  the  noblest  aim  j  —to  tug 
upfthe  hill  Difficulty  with  uniform 
labour,  unre freshed  by  variety  of 
road,  or  hitervals  of  rest  •,**  —  de- 
mands principles  which,  if  not 
kighly  esteemed  among  men,  are  in 
reality  the  most  useful  and  die  most 
honourable*  Such  was  tlie  worthy 
woman  who  forms  the  subject  of 
this  short  Memoir.  She  was  early 
called,  by  divine  grace,  oi^er  the 
ministry  of  the  He  v.  Mr,  Eerridge : 
cariy  too,  &he  became  a  sufferer  for 
her  adherence  to  the  gospel,  being 
expelled,  wholly  unprovided  for, 
tfom  her  fainily  oy  h^r  firiends  t    • 


"  '^  All  die  worU  before  her  w&eie  f», 

chuse 
Her  ptftce  of  rtst|  and  PrevUencc  her 

guide."     ' 

But  she  honoured  God ;  and  God 
honoured  her. 

It  wfeuld  not  be  nefcessary,  even 
if  the  writer  of  fhis  account  had 
the  information,  to  mention  the  se- 
ries of  events  by  trhtch  she  was  led 
tothi»city;  and  fixed,  by  ni;irriage^ 
in  the  truly  hospitable  family  in 
w^ch  sne'died.  It  is  the  ChristiaA 
he  is  looking  attet,  to  presem  to  his 
readers ;  and  that,  not  to  magniff 
a  worm,  —  but  tliat  we  naay  know 
"  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ!" 

Her  religion  was  very  habitual, 
knd  unostentatfously  devotional :  it* 
spread  thro*  Che  whole  character, 
and  product  a  beautiful  evenness 
.and  copsistencyj  it  dibcovered  itself 
more  in  effects  than  words.  **  While 
many  were  making  the  noise,  she 
was  doing  the  iverk* »'  She  was  not 
destitute  of  a  spiritual  home  :  ^e 
found  it  her  dtsty  and  her  privilege 
to  beiohg  to  a  Christian  church, 
and  to  walk  iii  holy  communion. 
"Unlike  those  religious  va^bonds, 
wlio  rove  front  place  So  place,  no| 
iMipwing  Qi  a  Sal>bath^y-momiDg 
where  tp  go,  or  on  whose  ministry 
to  implore  a  blessing,  —  she  knew 
hcrplacc;  and  was  always  found 
in  it.  While  others  sought  to  ^<^ 
x\£y  itckinf  aors,^*- she.  looked  for 
soUd  profit}  an^  her  profiting  ap- 
peared unto  air.  It  would  be  doing 
*  her  an  act  of  injustice  not  to  ob- 
serve one  trau  in  her  chahicter, 
which  singularly  appeared,  tier 
6€ne*if9lem:e  will  not  be  denied  ;  cao^ 
not  be  questioi^d.  The  blessiaj( 
of  numbers,  who  were  more  occa- 
sionally or  more  cbnstahtly  assisted 
by  her,  came  upon  her.  CdiUpav 
sion  peculiarly  falls  in  with  the 
province,  and  K^rmoni^es  with  the 
nature  of  wom^n,  —  who  are  not 
only  more  susceptible  Of  ^tefuM 
impressions,  by  the  delicacy  of  tiieif 
frame,  than  men/ but  called  !•  put 


•  Cecil's  Life  of  Caaa^an. 
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tOunongh  more  self-denitl  and  suf* 
fcring}  and  are,  therefore,  better 
fire  pared  for  the  exercise  of  syni* 
pati^,— .  May  some  of  tUe  young 
females,  who  belong  to  the  same 
religious  interest  with  the  deceased, 
tmbihe  her  generous  spirit,  and  ris« 
|ip  and  supply  her  lack  of  service 
4o  tlie  poor ! 

The  en.d  of  such  a  course  was  na- 
turally  expeae<l,  —  many  marked 
it :  — it'was,  **  Peace,  peace  which 
passeth  all  understand mg  !**  The 
fnterviews  of  her  friends  with  her 
Mrere  refreshing  as  well  as  affecting. 
Seen  in  her,  Death  looked  lively. 
It  pleased  God,  tor  some  days  be- 
fore her  departure^  to  afford  her 
•considerable  ease  of  body ;  so  that 
^he  fully  possessed  her  mind,  and 
attended  to  every  minute  circumr 
stance  of  propriety.  Tlwugh  much 
flisposed  to  indulge  in  silent  con- 
templation, she  Was  not  backward 
to  speak  while  her  strength  con- 
tinued. The  first  time  her  minis- 
ter entered  the  room,  after  her 
death  appeared  certain,  she  said, 
with  peculiar  emotion,  "  For  yet  a 
little  while,  and  he  that  shall  come 
.will  come ;  and  will  not  tarry." 
This  was  the  last  passage  of  Scrip- 
ture she  heard  him  explain ;  and  it 
-seems  to  have  strengthened  her 
imich  against  the  hour  of  trial.  At 
the  same  time  she  uttered,  very  ex- 
pressively, 

**  There  shall  we  sec  his  face. 
And  never,  never  sih  ! 
There,  from  tht  rivers  pf  his  grsce^ 
Drink  endksf  pleasures  in  W 

She  frequently  repeated, 

**  My  faith  would  lay  her  hand 
On  that  dear  head  of  thine  ; 
While  like  a  [>tnitei  1 1  stand. 
And  there  confess  my  sin  1^ 

How-  often  did  she  connect  tlie 
WOX(\  p)r£cioMS  with  the  mention  of 
the  Saviour !  and  when  a^kcd, 
"What  she  wished  to  have  prayed 
for  ?  —  she  replied,  with  energy, 
?'That  I  might  know  him/*  A 
friend  >Hid  to  her,  *  Why,  this  does 
not  seem  dying,*  She  replied, 
*■  Dying  is  hard  work  ;*'  hut  added, 
.  with  a  bmile,  **  I  do  not  find  it  so." 
\  At  lengtli,exhausled,  and  unable  to 
utter  a  whole  sentence,  she  moved 
.hj?r hand,  and  said,**  Glory,  glory  l'» 


OBlTVAlMf.  SM 

The  prescribed  limits  of  such 
papers  as  these,  oblige  the  exclu- 
sion of  many  other  things  which 
fell  from  her  lips  as  slie  was  en* 
tering  the  joy  of  her  Lord.  Such 
was  her  dyiug  experience ;  and  is 
not  such  experience  always  proved 
connected  with  certain  sentiments^ 
more  or  less  clearly  held,  concern* 
ing  the  person,  the  atonement,  the 
righteousness,  and  the  intercession 
ot  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  \  Let  ub 
hold  these  fast,  and  not  adopt  the 
nostrums  of  the  day,  till  we  hare 
seen  their  effects  in  their  dying  ad- 
vocates. Such  was  her  dying  ex- 
perience; and  now  the  days  of  her 
mourning  are  ended,  and  she  is  be- 
fore the  throne,  and  secji  him,  whom 
having  not  seen,  she  loved ;  and  in 
whom  believing,  she  rejoiced  with 
joy  unspeakable,  and  fuil  of  glory. 
■*•  Let  us  go  away,  that  we  may  die 
with"  her, 

Bath.  W.J. 


MRS*  H    CALLAWAY, 

FARNHA.M. 

(Communieaud  In  a  LnUr 
to  th  Rei}.  J,  Jefferson f  Basingstoke,} 

On  the  nth  of  June  I  preached 
a  Sermon  on  the  occasion  of  Mrs. 
Callaway's  death,  whose  husband 
united  wjth  our  church  in  Mr.  Sa- 
vage's time;  and  from  which  I 
send  you,  by  desire,  an  extract  for 
the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

*'  Death,  however  awful  in  itself, 
becomes  disarmed  of  its  terrors, 
when  we  can  warrantably  hope  to 
share  in  the  joyful  events  of  the  re- 
surrection. Thwi  truth  has  been 
demon  trated  in  the  experience  of 
thousands.  We  ourselves  haVe  seen 
undeniable  testimonies  of  it;  and, 
among  these  testimonies,  I  now 
mention,  with  satisfaction,  the  name 
of  Mrs.  H.  Callaway,  who  died  on 
the  7th  of  June  last,  aged  thirty. 
five. 

**  Among  those  who  sustain  a  re- 
s_pectable  character  with  their 
neighbovjrs,  in  a  moral  y>oint  of 
view,  we  not  unfrequcntly  behold 
the  most  obstinate  prejudices 
a^ain^t  the  humiliating  doctrine* 
oTthe  cro*<s,  and  against  the  tol^ 
lowers  of  Jesus  Christ ;  an  obscrva* 
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tion  which  was  remarkably  verified 
in  the  character  of  the  deceased. 
Her  enmity  strongly  displayed  itself 
in  various  respects;  as  in  the  diifi- 
fulty  with  which  she  was  prevailed 
upon  to  hear  the  gospel ;  in  her  re- 
luctance to  sec,  or  converse  with 
religious  people  |  and  in  the  oppo* 
^tion  ^t  up  against  the  exercises  of 
prayer,  reading  the  Scriptures,  &c. 

'  m  the  family,  as  performed  by  her 
husband.  This  rooted  dislike  was 
of  long  continqsnce ;  and' various 
means  that  were  used,  in  order  to 
remove  It,  seemed  ineffectual. 

Divine  grace  is,  however,  in- 
vincible. By' degrees,  her  aversion 
so  farabiited.  that  she  occasionally 
lieard  the  gospel ;  by  which,  and 
the  perusal  of  the  Obituaries  in  the 
£van{;eiical  Magazine,  consider, 
able  impressions  were  made  on  her 
)nind.  Yet  she  resisted  convic- 
tions; and  laboured,  though  in 
yaiii,  to'stifle  them.  During  this 
,  peiiod,  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  visit 
Jier  ^'ith  a  series  of  painful  afflic- 
tions.  These  were  also  followed  by 
a  tedious  illness,  which  proved 
iatal.      Indisposition  and   confine. 

'  pen^  joined  with  the  apprehension 
that  her  complaint,  which  was  con- 
sumptive, might  end  in  death, 
sharpened  conviction ;  and,  updcr 
the  plessing  of  God,  constrained 
her  to  think  seriously.  Her  views 
of  divine  things  now  underwent  an 
important  change ;  and  she  began 
^  wish  for  the  society  and  converse 
of  those,  whom  formerly  she  had 
^)ecn  wont  to  shun  with  ais^ust. 

from  this  lime  the  visits  of  reli- 
*  ^ious  friends,  for  the* purposes  of 
reading',  prayer,  &c,  met  wit^.fi 
grateful  reception.*  The  returns 
of  those  opportunities  she^'carnestly 
solicited ;  and  manifesHy  d'erivea 
from  them  insi^uction  and  comfort. 
The  restraints  imposed  \ipo«  her, 
by  a  natural  timidity  and  ba:>hful- 
iess,  whicli  appeared  iii  conversa- 
tion, especially  with  stijangers,  were 
overcami  by  a  deep  sense  of  th.^ 
importance  of  her  soul's  concerns. 
^n  an  humble  mahner,  she  confessed 
her  gi\ilt  as  a  sinner;  and  lamented, 
with'  hmch  feeling,  the  continued 
resistance  ofTered  to  God,  and  the 
convictions  of  her  conscience,  as 
^vcll   as  the   contempt   she    had 


thrown  on  the  means  of  gract  «f|t 
the  professors  of  reliffion.  Whether 
there  was  mercy  for  her  ?  Whether 
Christ  was  ai  willing  to  save  as  he 
is  able  >  —  were  now  the  questions 
on  which  her  thoughts  were  anxi-t 
ously  exercised  ;  nor  was  it  till  af^ 
tcr  an  interval* of  several  weeks, 
that  she  obtained  relief.  The  pro^ 
mises  and  examples  made  known  in 
the  word  of  God,  —  of  pardoning 
mercy  bought  by  the  blood  of 
Christ,  and  flowing  through  that 
medium,  to  the  chief  of  sinners,  — 
became  at  length,  by  the  divine 
blessing,  a  source  of!^  hope.  Far 
firom  trusting  in  herself  that  she 
was  riehteous,  and  convinced  of 
the  deluded  condition  of  all  who 
seek  justification,  in  iprhole  or  in 
part,  from  their  own  works,  she 
avowed  the  Lord  alone  to  be  her 
righteousness;  and  that  nothing 
short  of  the  blood  of  Christ  could 
cleanse  away  her  sintf.  But  here 
she  rested ;  —  here  she  enjoyed 
peace!  From  the  promises  of 
grace,  she  drank  in  those  consola- 
tions that  so  sweetly  refresh  the 
thirsty  soul.  The  fears  of  deatlt, 
which  before  had  harrassed  her, 
retreated  at  the  prospect  which 
taith  presented,  of  joys  beyond  the 
grave  ;  and  she  not  only  became 
willing  to  leave  the  world,  and 
those  who  were  peculiarly  dear  to 
her,  but  desired,  with  submissiq^) 
to  the  will  of  God,  the  moment  of 
release ;  trustin^r,  that  when  the 
earthly  house  of  her  tabernacle 
was  dissolved,  *<  she  had  a  building 
of  Godf  —  an  house  not  made  with 
hands,  — eternal  in  the  Heavens!" 
Her  ^\$h  to  die,  as  connected  with 
a  comfortably  hope  of  being  found 
in  }esus,  were  the  last  sentiments 
s)ie  was  heard  to  express. 

During  her  confinement,  she  la- 
mented the  careless  frame  of  mind 
in  which  she  had  often  heard  ser- 
mons; and  also  her  inability  now 
{p  attend  upon  religious  ordinances, 
when  she  had  reason  to  hope  they 
would  be  more  profitable  to  her. 
She  maiiif^st^d  likewise  much  phy 
towards  ^hosc  of  her  acquaintance^ 
whom  s^!^  knew  to  be  strangers  to 
Christ  as  the  way  of  salvation; 
praying  for  them,  and  expressing  a  . 
hop Cj^    that^  noVwitJutandiiig  tiwir 
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jjrcscnt  tvcfslon,  they  might  some- 
time hear  and  believe  the  gospel. 
•.I  shall  only  add,  that  she  was  d 
rleasf ng  instance  of  the  failtnce  of 
fhfe.  J n  this  respect,  the  power  of 
grace  was  conspicuous.  Her  tcm- 
J)cr  was  naturally  fretful ;  never- 
theless, she  bore,  with  exemplary 
fortitude  and  serenity,  a  painful 
^nd  lingering  disorder  of  eight 
months ;  thus  waiting  till  she  was 
put  into  the  possession  of  that 
<*  rest  that  reraams  for  the  people  of 
God."  W,  L.  F. 


MRS.  HELEN  GREEN, 

of  liewborou^h^  in  Lancashire ^ 

Was  born  at  Halton,  near  Lan- 
caster, of  yery  respectable  parent^, 
of  the  name  of  Hartley.  Until  she 
was  about  sixteen  years  old,  she 
lived  with  |icr  parents  j  who,'  from 
her  infancy,  endeavoured  to  impress 
ficr  mind  with  the  necessity  of  the 
outward  forms  of  religion.  '  She 
was  taught  to  revere  the  Bible  as 
the  word  of  Godj  and  to  value 
books  which  treated  on  religious 
subjects.  When  she  left  her  pa- 
rents; she  was  employed  as  a  lady's 
maid  ;  and,  about  the  age  of  twen. 
ty-six,  was  married  to  a  Mr. Green. 
With  him  she  lived  near  ten  y^ars, 
when,  owing  to  derangement  in  his 
circumstances,  he  went  to  Ame- 
rica }  and  left  her,  with  three  chil- 
dren, to  follow  him  I  To  this  pe- 
riod Mrs.  Green  is  to  be  considered 
as  3  person  destitute  of  divine  grace. 
She  had  x\\tform  o£  godliness,  but 
knew  nothing  of  its  power.  After 
}ie  had  been  in  America  a  little 
time,  she  received  information  that 
he  was  ill ;  but,  if  spared,  was  to 
return  to  England  in  tne  first  vessel 
that  came,  ^oon  after  this,  two  of 
her  children  were  taken  ill ;  one 
died  ;  and  the  other  was  expected 
every  day  to  follow.  In  this  dis- 
tresspd  situation,  in  dying  circum- 
stances, she  received  a  letter  of  the 
death  of  her  husband !  She  was 
natur;;Uy  an  affectionate  wife  and 
tender  mother.  In  this  state,  there- 
fore, whiit  she  felt  exceeds  all  de- 
scription. Those  who  knew  her 
intimately,  thought  her  distress 
was  greater  than  she  could  bear ; 


but  she  was  presfrvfd,  and  aftcr^ 
wards  cailett.  Now  all  thoughts  of 
happiness  in  this  life  were  gone,  shp 
began  to  think  about  her  soul.  She 
read  over  the  letters  which  she  had 
i-cceivcd  from  her  husband  while  oa 
his  passage ;  and  found  he  always 
concluded  with  tliese  words/*  Brinff 
my  children  up  in  the  fear  of  God.* 
These  words  led  her  seriously  to 
think  on  wh^t  this  must  mean  ;  for 
it  was  a  subject  on  which  they  neve? 
talked  wjiilc  together.  She  con- 
cluded this  had  never  been  done 
for  the  children ;  and  while  her 
mind  was  thus  seriously  employed, 
her  conviction  of  sin  began  to  be 
Very  strong.  She  lived  in  a  dark 
corner  of  the  land,  where  there  was 
no  gospel-light ;  nor  any  rclii^ious 
person  to  speak  to; -~ and  what  to 
do  she  could  not  tell.  She  began 
to  read  in  her  Bible ;  Imd,  m  Dr. 
Watts's  Pbalms  and  Hymns,  which 
she  had  bought  while  young,  bat 
never  read  before,  ^thc  more  she 
read,  the  more  she  saw  herself  t 
miffed  sinner ;  and  often  feared  her 
case  was  hopeless. 

At  this  time  the  Methodists 
can^  to  preach  about  a  mile  from 
where  she  lived.  The  first  time 
they  came,  she  went  to  hear ;  and 
was  much  pleased,  because  she^ 
found  her  case  described  by  them  t 
and  God's  word  explained  In  such 
a  manner,  as  she  had  never  heard  it 
at  church.  Still,  however,  she  was 
the  subject  of  much  distress ;  and  ' 
could  not  think  there  was  a  person 
in  the  world  so  wicked  as  she  had 
been.  She  at  last  opened  her 
mind  to  one  of  her  neighbours,  who 
seemed  to  pay  attention  to  religion^ 
but  found  her  much  in  the  same 
state  as  herself.  After  this,  she 
opened  her  mind,  by  letter,  to  a 
minister  in  ..Liverpool;  and,  by  his 
answer  and  frequent  correspond- 
ence, afterwards  found  some  de- 
gree of  hope.  But  never  was  her 
soul  set  at  liberty,  till  she  heard^ 
in  the  late  Mr.  Medley's  chapeL 
at  Liverpool,  a  Mr.  Harrison,  from 
'  Shropshire.  Hissubject was,  "The 
willingness  of  Christ  to  save  sin- 
ners ;"  and  he  spoke  in  such  a  man- 
ned, she  could  no  longer  doubt  the 
willingness  of  Clirist  to  save  her. 
Of  tJiis  circumstance   she  would 
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lireqoaitly  speak  w}th 
fteasure  and  tbankfuliiess;  The 
write|-  of  this  has  heard  her  say, 
$he  used  to  think  0,  \^yf  happy 
they  should  be,  if  they  could  have 
jpireachlng  regularly  once  a  quarter  t 
However,  she  dkl  not  spend  her  Sab. 
"bath  in  idleness.  S|ie  held  meetings 
regularly  in  her  own  house  for 
fcadiqg,  prayer^  and  singii^,  with 
those  of  her  netghbours  whoirtve 
^isposf  d  to  attend'.  Thus,  in  ftict^ 
she  became  the  leader  of  the  little 
Vind  )vho  were  disposed  t^  serve 
God,  or  hear  of  bis  ways.  Thus 
she  became  a  mother  in  Israel ;  and 
Vhile  she  was  diligent,  m  the  midat 
of  much  re^oach,  the  Lord  hon- 
oured her  with  tokens  of  his  appror 
bationJ  Many  have  been  blesse<i 
while  she  t^us  xead  the  word  of 
Cod,  Evangelical  Sermons,  and 
prayed  to  God  with  them,  jiome 
are  left  behind  who  are  living  wit- 
Besses  of  this. 

Here  the  writer  cannot  help  no- 
tkinff  the  manner  in  which  she  wab 
lirst  brought  to  devote  the  whole 
of  the  Sabbath  to  the  Lord  : »-  She 
kept  a  snail  shop  ^  and  there,  as  in 
snaay  other  places,  perhaps  moFC 
business  was  done  on  the  Sabbath 
than  on  any  day  beside.     She  had 


the  greatest  Doddn^:^,  Macgowan,  and  B»r« 
der's  Village  Sermon«,  &c.  9c€,  In 
these  she  read  much  ;  and  oot  of 
thei»e  read  to  her  neighbours  :  aod 
though  slie  had,  in  th^  latter  part 
of  her  life,  much  bosiness- on  her 
hands,  when  business  was  over,  she 
sat  up -frequently  very  kte  to  read 
s^nd  meditate  on  the  word  of  God^ 

It  has  been  mefrti<:rh«d,  how  she 
earnestly  wished  to  h^ve  preaching 
c^casionaUy  i|i  the  village  where 
she  lived.  About  a  yeap  and  a  half 
before  she  died,  the  Lord  stimed 
up  the  minds  of  some  worthy  mi- 
nisters, and  otbers,-  in  Lancashire^ 
to  support  an  itinerant  in  that 
county ;  ^nd  after  some  time,  the 
Lord,  in  his  ,kmd  proridence,  sent 
that  itinerant  to  preach  in  this  vil- 
lage. This  gave  her  much  satis- 
faction ;  ar^  she  enjoyed  this  bless- 
ing, for  many  montlis  before  she 
died,  ev^ry  week.  Her  diligence 
was  worthy  of  imitation,  for  s^ 
was  never  absent  from  the  meetings 
but  in  consequence/ of  Iseavv  afiic. 
tion.  She  wrote  much  of  what  she 
heard  zvA  read,  as  well  as  the  state 
of  her  own  mind  at  times,  ice. 
But  wheii  these  papers  were  en- 
quired for,  her  eldest  daughter  said, 
Her    mother  burned  them  not   a 


been  taught,  that  it  was  not  wrong    sisat  while  before 'she  was  taken 

to  sell  and  receive  money  on  the      " ■ —  ^'^.u: — .u^..ij  w-  c«« 

morning  of   the  Sabbath,   before 

church-time.    This,  therefore,  for 

some  time  she  did,  thou|;h  not  with. 

out  keen  pangs  of  conscience.     She 
";was  remarkably  ©pen  to  conviction; 

and  one  day  a  very  intimate  Chris- 
tian ^eud  asked  her  this  very  plain 

but    pertinent    question,  *•  Pray,*' 

said  she,  '<  what  time  of  the  day 

does  the  Sabbath  begin  ?'*  She  had 

no  occasion  to  add  any  more.     For 
>  some  time  she  sufifercd  much  in  her 

mind  on  account  of  this  evil ;  but 

IJrom  that  time,  laid  aside  the  sii^vl 

practice. 

She  was  much  attached  to  her 

^  Bible ;  and  able  to  give  a  reason  of 

'tlie  hope  that  was  in  her,  and  of  the 

truths  she  believed,  in  a  iconvincittg 

manner.     From  the  word  ^i  God 

she  saw  clearly  into  those  truths 

.  which  are  generallv  termed  Calvin- 

Sotic  ;  and  particularly  admired  the 


ill  i  saying^  Nothing  should  be  seen 
of  hers  *vhen  slie  was  gone.  How- 
ever, among  some  letters,  one  that 
she  bad  written,*  and  was  to  have 
been  sent  to  a  young  nlinister,  was 
found,  dated  Nov.  14,  iSoo;  in 
which  she  writes  thus  :  *«  For  my 
own  part,  1  know  of  no  happiness 
equal  to  being  an  humble  follower 
of  the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus !  But, 
O  Mr.  H—- 1^  I  am  an  unthankful 
creature,  else  I  should  never  want 
the  comforts  of  his  blessed  pre- 
sence !  I  long  to  live  more  upon 
him  }  but  this  deceitful  heart  robi 
me  of -much  happiness,  which  I 
know  is  experienced  by  a  constant 
communion  with  him  whom  my 
soul  loveth.  ^You,  my  dear  friend, 
have  wisely  begun  to  seek  the  Lord 
while  youngs  —  your  example  will 
be  a  blessing  to  many  !  The  Lord 
will  bless  you,  1  trust,  in  your  pub- 
lic ministry,  —  by  giving  the  yoi»f« 


.works  of  Watts^  Ceonick^  Owen^    and  thou^tless  for  your  hirej  and 
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fospcX  you  preach,  will  not  fail  tp 
influence  the  minds  oi  t)H}se  who 
hear  you.  Go  on,  my  worthy 
frkud,  in  the  strength  of  him  who 
lias  DUt  far  from  you  all  fear  or  love 
•f  the  world;  and  pray  that  we 
may  continually  be  led  by  the  same 
Spirit,  till  perfect  love  shall  cast 
out  *'  all  slavish  fear  in  us'.'* 

On  the  loth  of  February  last^ 
she  "was  taken  poorly.  At  first,  no 
danger  was  apprehended ;  but'  it 
soon  appeared  that  this  illness  was 
unto  death ;  and  as  she  had  been 
eminent  in  the  ways  of  God  ^hile 
she  lived,  **  an  entrance  abundantly 
was  ministered  unto  her  into  the 
everlasting  king,dgm  of  her  Lord 
Jesus  Chribt." 

It  had  often  been  her  desir^  while 
she  lived,  that  she  might  not  lie 
long  ill,  if  a^eeable  to  the  will  of 
God.  This,  was  grant/td.  She  wa& 
taken  ill  on  Tl^rsday ;  and  on  the 
Tuesday  night  after,  she  expired. 
The  itinerant  tives  in  the  village 
where  she  resided,  and  so  had  fre- 
quent opportunities  •f  being  with 
her;  and  he  has  frequently  said. 
This  event  was  the  most  pleasing 
he  ever  witnessed.  When  he  asked 
her,  how  she  did,  she  would  an- 
swer, **  But  poorly  in  body,  but 
happy  in  mind.  I  'have  cast  all  my 
burden^  on  the  Lord,  and  he  sus- 
lains  them."  He  never  yisited  lier 
but  she  would  soon  say  to  some 
friend  who  stood  by^  **  Reach  Mr. 
G—  tlie  Bible  ;*'  and  would  often 
^  desire  passages  to  be  read  which 
she  had  been  meditating  upon.  She 
could  inform  \u\t\  where  those  pas- 
sages  were  with  to  much  readiness, 
that  he  would  say  afterwards,  he 
v^as  quite  ashamed  of  hunselt.— 
•'  How  blessed  are  they  who  hide 
the  word  of  God  in  their  hearts  I" 

She  was  conftned  one  Sabbath f 
«—  the  Sabbath  on  which  there  was 

Szea^hiog  io  the  village.  When 
dose  came  to  see  her  who  had  been 
at  the  preaching,  she  was  very  par- 
ticular iu  her  enquiries  about  the 
subjects,  &^. 

* .  A  female  friend  who  visited  her, 
Ifaid^  '*  Mrs.  Green,  tlie  Lord  ha« 


will  raise  you  up  again."  She  mildv 
ly  answered,  *M  am  safe  in  hU 
hands."  When  one  who. attended 
her,  said.  She  feared  her  bed  was 
not  easy^.—- she  said,  <*  Jesus  luii 
Blade  me  an  easy  pillow.*'— But  it 
would  far  exceed  the  limits  of  y«ur 
Magazine  to  mention  half  of  the  gra. 
cious  words  which  proceeded  front 
her  dying  lips.  Sumce  it  to  say, 
she  seemed  to  enjoy  complete  hup* 
piness  through  all  her  illness* 

The  night  on  which  slie  died,  wat 
the  nighton  which  there  is  preach« 
11^  ia  the  village ;  -and  as  she  wa« 
now  so  very  low,  some  of  her  friends 
desired  that  tliey  might  stop  witU 
her.  ^^O^nol"  said  slie  ;  ««  last 
Thiu-sday,  you  know  I  was  well  4 
atid  it  may  be  the  last  sermon  yoo 
may  hear.**  When  tl>e  friends  re- 
turned, they  found  her  eH0;aged  in 
the  most  fervent  prayer,  aad  vety 
happy  in  lier  soul. 

From  this  time  to  the  hour  Iter 
happy  soul  took  its  flight,  she  w«* 
constantly  engaaed  in  the  most  fier- 
vent  prayer  Sa  her  neighbours^ 
her  minister,  ^c.  &c«  Frequent^ 
she  mentioned  different  personsf 
names ;  and  then»  in  a  manner  v^  htcit 
will  never  be  foiYotten  by  those 
who  were  with  her,  she  added, 
**  Araen."  A  little  before  mid- 
nighty  she  desired  those  with  her 
to  pray  ;  and  soon  after  Uli  asleep^ 
aged  iorty.six  years* 

The  Sahbatii  but  one  after  die 
died,  her  death  was  improved,  front 
Luke  xii.  17.  (first  part)  in  a  lacgr 
room  procured  of»  tae  occasion/  t^ 
a  congregation  of  3^0  people  ae 
least.  Many  too  were  obliged  ti» 
return,,  that  could  not  possibly 
get  in.  She  was  so  much  respected, 
that  persons  of  the  strongest  pre* 
judices  against  Dis^entca  came  to 
tiear  her  funeraLserraon. '—  Thus 
one  of  her  best  desires  Was  brought 
about  by  her  death,  viz.  Most  oi 
her  neignbours  brought  imder  the 
sound  of  the  gospel.  —  O  4hat  it 
icay  ^pear,  that  she  died,  that 
piany.may  live  I  Ameu  and  amen* 
G.  G. 
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Review  of  religious  puDLiCAtioNS. 


Sermons  and  Lectures  r>n  Important 
practical  Subjects.  By  Andrcvf 
Swanston,    Imc  Preacher    of   the 

'    Gospel,     FoLlLittM,  is.dd. 

The  Preface  to  the  first  volume 
of  these  Discourses,  by  the  author's 
intimate  friend,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Grcig, 
of  IxKhgelly,  informs  us^  That  they 
*rere  written  by  a  young  man  much 
exercised  to  godliness,  and  highly 
fcspected  by  all  who  had  the  plea- 
sure, ,^ither  of  attending  on  his 
pubhc  ministrations,  or  of  enjoying 
bis  acquaintance  in  private.  H 
4oes  not  appear  that  he  ever  had  a 
ixed  charge,,  Some  doubts  wluch 
»rose  in  bis  minH  respecting  several 
j[oimi  of  church  order,  led  him  to' 
decline  an  invitation  from  the  As- 
sociate Burgher  Cona;regation  in 
Perth  ;  and  issued  in  his  withdi*aw, 
ing  from  the  cointnunion  of  the  Se- 
cession Church  }  and-  not  long  after, 
he  fell  -into  a  decline^  which  cut 
Rim  ot^  iu  Novenbcr,  1784,  in  the 
thirty-third  year  of  his  age. 

The  former  volume  was  pub- 
lished upwards  of  two  years  ago ; 
and  the  tavoufible  reception  w  hich 
it  has  met  with  frqm  the  public, 
I)as  induced  his  surviving  friends  to 
perform  their  promise,  by  presenting 
them  with  a  second.  •  Both  volumes 
are  so  similar  in  respect  of  the  style 
of  execution,  that  such  of  our  rea- 
ders as  have  p^rQsed  the  one,  can 
easily  antiei  pate  the  character  of  the 
other.  They  are  scriptural,  per- 
9picu6tis,  and  accumte.  The  au^ 
tnor  never  labour?  in  order  to  dis- 
cover learning  or  depth  j  —  never 
attempts  to  surprize  by  povclty,  or 
charm  by  eloquence ;  —  his  only 
object  seems  to  be,  to  express, 
with  all  possible  simplicity,  what  he 
reckons  the  doctrine  of  Scripture 
6n  the  particular  subject  under  his 
consideration;  and  to  impress  on 
others  those  convictions  ot  its  im- 
portance, whicli  he  himself  felt. 
Vet,  though  he  rather  avoids  or; 
nament  than  goes  in  quest  of  it, 
there  is  in  general  an  accuracy  of 


arrangement  and  a  f>ropricty  of  ex- 
pression which  wilh  please  thos^ 
who  are  not  too  fastidious  iit 
thtir  taste,  ^hile  the  vein  of  strict, 
iy  evangelical  sentiment  and  scri^ 
ous  pieiy,  which  runs  through  the 
i^hole,  will  recommend  these  vo- 
lumes to  those,  who  peruse  sermons, 
in  order  to  their  edification. 

The  second  volume  contains 
eighteen  Discourses.  It  begins  with 
a  short  lecture  on  i  Tim.  i.  12,  15  ; 
which  is  followed  by  these  Sermons 
on  the  last  verse  of  that  passage, 
which  are  entitled  «*  The  Sum  of 
th*  Gospd  5 -*  Salvation  to  the 
Chief  of  Sinners ;  —  and  the  Gos- 
pel a  faithful  saying,**  5tc.  The 
remaining  Sermons  are  from  Acts 
xiii.  58.  on  the  Forgiveness  of 
Sins  ;  —  three  from  Romans  v.  11. 
on  Joy  springing  from  Faith ;  — 
and  one  on  Paul's  Prayer  on  One- 
siphonts,  a  Tim.  i.  x8.  We  have 
remarked,  in  this  last  Sernton,  a 
very  striking  coincidence  in  the 
gcncnil  division,biftwccnour  authoi' 
and  Orton's  discourse  on  the  same 
subject,  which, satisfies  us  that  he 
must  have  seen  Orton ;  but  the 
discourses  themselves  are  sq  dif. 
ferent,  that  we  cattnot  accuse  him 
of  plagiarism.  The  remainder  of 
the  volume  is  occupied  by  lectures 
on  Luke  vii.  36,  50.  —  on  Hosest 
xiv.  —  on  £  Corinthians  i.  —  and 
on  the  latter  part  of  Isaiah  xl.  We 
do  not  hesitate  to  recomtiiend  both 
volumes  to  the  perusal  of  serious 
persons,  hoping,,  with  the  writer 
of  the  Preface,  that  they  will  bC 
acceptable  to  the  saints,  and  con- 
duce, through  the  blessing  ofGody 
to  promote  pure  and  undefiled  reli- 
gion. 

An  advertisement  prefixed  to 
the  second  volume,  intmiates,  that 
the  author's  manuscript  still  con- 
tains as  many  Discourses  as  would 
fill  a  third  volume,  written  in  thrf 
same  spirit,  and  with  the  same  abi- 
lity ;  the  publication  of  which 
will  depend  on  the  reception  which 
shaU  be  given  to  these. 
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.•cmtDhs  for  Children,  F6L  //,  By 
the  Rev.  T.  Reader,  G.  Burdcr, 

'  .  W.  Mason,  Esq.  and  others.  8^. 
fmhossed. 

The  first  volume  of  Sermons  to 
Children,  is  deservedly  high  in 
public  esteem,  hjiving  gone  through 
%sveral  editions.  This  second  vo- 
lunie  is  a  C(^mpilation  progressively 
arranged;  and  chiefly  written  by 
the  authors  abov«  ii[ie«itioned,  whose 
aames  are  a  sufficient  recommenda- 
tion. Some  of  them  beinff  rather 
lon^,  iire  a  little  abridged ;  and 
•Mr.  Mason's  is  divided  into  sec- 
tionti.  We  sincerely  hope  this  vo- 
lume mli  be  equally  acceptable 
with  tlie  former. 


«80 


FAST  s*;rmons. 

[Ccncluded  from  our  Aw/.] 

A  Sermon,  preaclied  at  the  Parish' 
Churchy  (f  $t.  Georgd,  SoUthwark^ 
before  tht  Loyal  Southward  f^otun- 
Jee^s ;  eilso  an  Address^  at  the  Drum-, 
headf  on  the  Coniecration  of  the  Co* 
tours.  By  the  Rev.  J.  Payn%  A.B. 
Lecturer  of  Si.  Andrew^  ^ardrobe^ 
^c,   81;^  u. 

.  Mr.  l*ArRK  consider^  his  text 
(Jer>  xlix,  19,)  as  descriptive  of 
«he  character  at  the  enemy,  his  sen- 
timents towards  us,  and  the  manner 
of  his  approach,  —  as  illustrative 
of  oyr  motives  and  means  of  de- 
fence, together  with  our  actual 
strength,  -^  as  conditionally  prophe. 
tic  of  our  deliverance,  and  their 
confusion  and  overthrow. 

To  the  Address  is  subjoiried  a 
Vcrycurious  Letter  from  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Brand,  Rector  of  St. George's, 
to  his  Ctiraw  Mr.  Wfgzel,  desuing 
him  not  again  to  employ  Mr  P.  in  bis 
pulpit,  because  he  is  a  Calvinist : 
—  the  same  wicked  sect,  **  which, 
hi  the  time  of  King  Charles  II.  de^ 
sti'oyed  the  church,  and  laid  waste 
the  whole  kingdom,  for  many  years, 
with  fire  and  s^vord ! !  1 " 

Panger  announced,  and  Deliverance 
soii^t  from  God  ;  or  the  Conduct 
#/  jehoshaphat  and  his  People  exem^ 

.  fltfied  iny  BniasM  ami  iter  Kin^^ 
pr4ached  lit  BuU.  j(p  G^  Lambert. 

M&.    Lvobcn't   OiKoufse    it 


founded  upon  2  Chron.  XX.  1— 14^ 

and  the  preacher's  design  is  explain* 
ed  in  the  title  of  his  Sermon.  Iq, 
the  prosecution  of  hu  text  he  con* 
siders,  x.  The  invasion  of  Judah^ 
in  the  reign  of  Jehoshaphat ;  —  a. 
His  conduct  on  the  occasion ;  — and^ 
%.  The  spirit  of  attachment  and 
unanimity  discovered  by  his  people. 
These  particulars  are  very  suitablf 
applied  to  our  "own  situation  ana 
circumstances  In  the^present  ini* 
portant  crisis. 

The  Triumph  of  Piety  over  Imrt*. 
sion,  preached  at  West  Cowis.  Jfy 
John  Styles.  Svo^  ed. 

TflB  text  of  this  Discourse  is  th^ 
same  as  the  preceding;  the  divU 
sion  and  the  application  similar. 
The  style  is  animated ;  but,  as 
often  happens  with  young  author^ 
in  some  parts  inflated . 

A  Sermon  preached  ^  the  Parish^ 
Church  of  St.  Mary,  Rotherhithe* 
Bv  the  Rev.  John  Middleton,  B.  D. 
Curate^  ^c.     4to.  ts. 

Mr.  Middleton,  from  Prov.  xxi. 
31,  considers  the  time  of  danger  and 
the  means  of  safety,  which  are  pro» 
perly  explained,  on  Evangelical 
principles. 

Treparation  for  the  coming  of  Christ 
inculcated  ;  in  a  Discourse ^  deli* 
vered  at  l^ewburj.  By  J .  Bicheao^ 
M.  A.  %vo,  IS, 

Mr.  Bicheno  selects  Rev.  xvi. 
15,  ks  a  foundation  of  hi&  Discourse; 
the  complexion  of  which  diifers 
considerably  from  those  of  his  bre- 
thren. From  a  review  of  the  pro* 
phccies  in  this  mysterious  book  of 
the  Revelation,  which  he  appears 
to  have  studied  with  much  atten* 
tion,  he  suspects  that  the  fifth  and 
sixth  vials  of  God's  wrath  began  to 
be  poured  out  on  the  Papal  and 
Tutkish  Powers  in  1797$  and, 
**  that  the  present  moment  is  that  of 
the  episode  in  verses  13,  14,  and 
25."  He  accordingly  endeavour* 
to  alarm  us  with  a  sense  of  our  dan* 
gers,  arising  from  our  national  sins, 
and  to  excite  proper  sentiments  ex 
humiliation.  ^  '*  As  to  individual 
virtue,"  says  Mr,  Bicheno,  **  ami 
the  number  ot  them  that  fear  Goo, 
the  present  9Ce>  I  believe^  mu?. 
.4^ 
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HEVIEW  OF  KEL1CT6US  f  HBtlCATIOI^I.  , 

dge.     After  rectifying  these  rSi* 


passes  most  that  have  gone  before 
it ;  yet,  paradoxical  as  it.  may  seem, 
as  to  national  crimes  and  public  de« 
pravity,  we  are  arrived  at  a  height 
never  before  attained." 

'The  Sentiments  proper  to  the  Pre- 
sent Crisis,  preached  at  Bristol.   By 
•  R.Halt,  Pl.M.Ivo,  is.Sd. 

The  former  Discourses  of  Mr. 
Kail,  of  Cambridge,  have  exche^ 
no  common  interest  in  his  future 
works  ;  and  the  public  expectation 
wiH  "hot  be  disappointed  by  the  pre- 
sent Sermon,  which  is  £ull  of  eio- 
qucnce^  energy,  and  sentiment.  — 
Mr.  Hall  selects  Jer.  viii.  6-  as  a 
passage  very  appropriate  to  the  oc- 
casion ;  and,  considering  the  prin- 
ciple o^  the  divine  government  the 
fame  with  respect  to  Britain  as  t6 
sraci,  he  endcavoitrs  to  rectify 
several  mistakes,  too  commonly 
adopted  ;'  and  to  cultivate  mote 
proper   sentiments.      Here  ht    re- 

Jirovcs,  I.  Those  who  trace  national 
udgments  to  natural  causes  only  ; 
—  a.  Those  who  repose  only  on  an 
irm  of  flcbhj  —  j.  Those  who  in- 
dulge in  wanton  and  indiscriminate 
censure  of  our  rulers  j  —  4.  Tliose 
who  rely  on  our  supposed  superi^ 
ority  in  virtue  to  our  eneniies  j  — ^ 
5.  Those  who  rest  in  general  la* 
mentations  of  the  corruptions  of  the 


takes,  the  author  points  out  the  pe- 
culiar duties  of  the  times )  qamely^ 
Humiliation^  confession,  and  a  re- 
tlim  to  the  faith,  as  well  as  the  obe. 
dience^  of  the  gospel ;  from  both 
which  we  have  most  awfully  de- 
parted. 

Did  onr  room  permit,  there  is  n& 
part  of  the  present  discourse  which 
would  not  furnish  a^n    interesting 
extract ;  but  we  shall  advert  to  one 
passage    only,    iecommending  the 
whole  to  the  perusal  of  our  readers, 
Some  of  Mr   Hall's  brethfen  have 
drawn  comfort  in  the  present  crisis^ 
from  comparing  our  moral  charict6' 
with  the  far  worse  qualities  of  ouf 
enemies.    Not  to  enqiiire  whether 
the  portraits  have  been  fairly  drawn, 
Mr.  Hall  observes,  that  "  Such  » 
conduct  betrays  inattention  to  the 
actual-   conduct    of     Providence. 
Wherever  there  is  conscious  guilt, 
there  is  room  to  apprehend  punish- 
ment ;  nor  is  it  for  the  crimmal  ta 
decide  where  the  merited   punish, 
ment    shall   first    fall.      Judgment 
often  begins  at  the  house  of  God; 
and  he  frequently  chastises  his  ser- 
vants with  seventy,  before  he  pro- 
ceeds to  the  destruction  6f  his  ene- 
mies.^'   Instances  ar^  given  in  fl^ 
History  of  the   Egyptidd^'aifd'tifi^ 
Assyrians. 


SELECT  LIST  OF  RELIGIOUS  PUBLICATIONS. 


Andfcw  Dunn  :  a  Narrative  addressed 
tP  Roman  Caiholict.  Wiih  a  Preface,  by 
^hc  RcT.  W  Coo|ier.  iimo,  is. —  8vo, 
fine/zs.' 

1  he  Seaman's  Preacher ;  Niirc  Sermons 
dn  Jonah.  Bv  ?•  Rythcr.  Rccommendtil 
ly  the  Rev.  J.  Kewion,  and  othert.  iznw, 
is.  6d  —  8vo,  fine  pa[»cr,  is.  6d. 
'  Border's  E«liii»^a  of  Bunyan's  Holy 
tVai-,  with  Notts  and  elegant  Plafs. 
jzrnbf  4s  6d.  bound;  —  8vo,  Anc^  hot- 
Jrw»t^,8».  bwirUs. 

JJernard's  Isle  of  Man.     iSmo,  ^s. 

LCoIlycr's  Fugitive  Pieces*  1 2ma,  &&.6d. 
und^  — '  iir<',  35.  l.osu'.s. 
The  Tear-.  .J  Pdcr,  a.STmon,  trans- 
lated from  t1>e  Vrenrh  «  f  P.  Pubose,  Pastor 
of  rUe  Pirnch  Chorch  at  Uott\:rdam.  is.6d. 
*  K.n'.\k<n's  W'orL*.  Vol.11,  itmo,  4^. 
•t-»<vu,75  €d.  . 
,  ^.-.-.x.^ —  Poor  Man*b  Cdtnthcmiry  00 


Memoirs  of  the  Persecution  •f  the  Pro^ 
tesianrs  iti  France.  By  M,  Marollrs. 
v\'itb  his  bssay  on  Pro.ydcnce,  &c. 
Trlnsiaied  by  J.  Martin.  Ktw  Editiotfi 
Svo,  3s.  W. 

.    Methodishi  Displayed    Zct.      A*Ne# 
Edition,  8vo,j  gd.  "     .     *  .     ' 

Patirick's  Help  to  Priyfer,  A  New 
Etfiti^i.     6d.  '       • 

WUsias's  Economy,  of  Hto  Covenant* 
A  New  Editbn^  7  wo  Vols.  8vo,  145, 

Robinson's  ^K.)  Occasional  S^^ons, 
Svo,  6a   boards. 

Accountof  the  Proceedings  of  thcSco^ 
Sociery  for  Projvagati&g  the  JUocpei** 
Home     8vo,  6d.  ^  ^  * 

A  Religious  School  -  Book.  In  T«» 
Parts.     By  J.  WhiteWouse.     adJ 

A  Collcciion  of  Hymns  for  riie  Wal^ 
worth  Suit4ay<i$clK>o)s.    3d.  -«  fine,  M 

Henry's  IVletho^of  Prayer.  A  New 
fidiiip«|^^ft^io^».^  ^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


REtlGfOUS   INTELLIGENCE. 


Mi^iHta  of  the  Que$tiom  put 
to  the  iUv*  Mr.  Kicherer; 
and,  through  him,  to  John, 
Martha,  and  Mary  (the 
first  fruits  of  tkt  South 
African  Missioff)  at  fhe 
^cots  Churchy  Swallow- 
street,  Mondaif  Evening, 
Nov.2\,  ieo3. 

J^REVious  to  the  questioBS,  Mt, 
*  WaiTg^h  deft  vercd  an  Address  ; 
at  the  conclusion  of  which  he 
said,  •<  It  has  been  suggested  to 
the  Hottentots,  that  the  questions 
should  be  sjjjewn  them  be  forehand, 
'  that  they  might  not  be  taken  un- 
awares.*? The  answer  was,  *  No; 
'  for  it  shall  be  given  iis  in  that 
hour  what  we  shi)uld*  ^ay,  aiiK^ 
what  we  should  speak,'' 

^ev.Mr.Nicol  went  into  the  pujj»t^ 
and  the  three  Hottentots  were 
placed  before  him  in  the  front. 
Mr.  Kicherer  rose,  and  stood 
upon'the  scat  of  the   table-pew. 

Mr,  -Nicol.  I  am  desired,  by  my 
brethren,  to  put  a  few  questions  to 
our  much^steeined  brother  Kich- 
eff  r,  an  honoured  instrument  in  the 
hand  of  God  ;  honoured  in  luring- 
)ng  these  three  persons  now  pi^sent 
|Q  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  :  — 
and  the  first  question  that  I  shall 
t)eg  leavp  to  put,  Sir,  is  this  :  —  In 
jvhat  part  of  Africa  did  you  labour? 

Mr, Kicherer,  Sir,  about  5.00  miles 
from  Cape  Town,  near  Zak  River 
■j[ north-east  from  Cape  Town)  in  the 
midst  of  wild  Huttentpts,  called 
3oschemen:  a  place  where  no 
i^hrictian^  no. farmers,  no  J>utch- 
men  live ;  gnly.  wild  waste  land, 
vhere  wild  people  live  in  the  holes 
like  beasts^ 

.  N,    How  long  did  ypu   labour 
"fhere.  Sir?  '  '    ' 

\  K,  About  four  yj?ars. 
,  lit.  How'  did  they  support  them- 
selves when  you  went  among  them? 

K,  Support  themselves  ?  For 
t>ody  do  you  mean,  Sir  ?  They  had 
nothing  at  all  $  they  live  by  hiint- 
irtg,  — they  go  hunting  wild  cattle  : 
therefore,  when  1  would  have  tliem 
together,'then  I  must  take  care  of 
^lem,  .give  tliem  vktuaU.     Faniw 


ers  belp  me ;  they  gire  them 
sheep,  $0  I  help  them  :  help  them, 
as  much  I  ^ould  to  support,  ebe 
people  could  not  live  together^ 
They  eat  serpents,  any  things 
When,  therefore,  I-  would  havit 
them  together,  I  must  help  theR). 
They  never  worlt,  not  in  the  least  j 
they  don*c  love  work.  Dutch  set* 
titers  did  not  live  near  roe,  they 
knew  people  coul4  not  bear  if  the/, 
did  not  help  th):nu 

If.  Did  the  Putch  settler^  under* 
stand  the  gospel  ^ 

K.  Some,  Sir;  butmaay^eople, 
who  are  baptized,  live  as  Heathen. 
Many  love  the  gospel,  but  cannot 
hear,  —  live  so  far  £rt>m  church  : 
they  travel  weeks  before  they  get 
to  church,  such  great  distance. 

N.  When  you  first  went  to  that 
part  of  the  countj^.  Sir,  how  did 
you  proceed?  What  were  some 
of  your  first  subjects  ? 

K.  Sir,  so  soon  I  came  there,  I 
will  tell  you,  the  Government  as- 
sist me :  they  send  papers  to  farm, 
ers,  that  they  must  bring  me  wlttr* 
I  would  go,  1  went  to  the  last 
farnr,  that  I  found  was  the  place  to 
wild  Hottentots  j  then  there  came 
to  me  about  thirty.  Ths  firet 
means  I  use,  I  give  to  them  to. 
bacco :  then  the  Boschetpans  come. 
Then  wc  tell  to  them,  they  see 
what  great  difference  between  iia 
and  them :  we  have  dress,  yic-- 
tuals  t  — we  have  house,  they  have 
nothing ;  no,  notliing  at  all.  Then 
w<  t^ll  them,  because  we  knovir 
God,  all  this  difference  ;  because 
we  know  him,  it  is  that  we  have 
what  wc  have.  That  was  first 
means  we  use.  After,  I  shew  to 
them  more,  from  degree  fo  degree  ;. 
but  6rsi  reason  they  cam^  was,  for 
tobacco  ;  then  aftex*  they  come  to 
know  God.  1  hope  you  understand 
ipe.  Sir  ?     I  can't  explain  myself. 

N.  Yes,  Sir ;   very  wclL 

K.  I  began  at  first  to  preach  to 
them  systcn^atically.  That,  I  after- 
wards found,  would  not  do  ;  —  all 
the  means  I  use  that  Way  could  not 
h<*lp  the  least.  They  uould  say, 
*«  Thiis  is  -for  Christians,  not  for 
Hottentots  :**  then  they  would  nm 
a»vay.  Then  alter,  1  pray  to  God 
instruct  them.      Once,.  1  told  to 
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tUtm   how  haj)py  I  was  when  I 
lelt  k)Vc  of  Chri§t  in  my  soul  5  and 
when  man  cxpencnce  k>vc  of  Christ,' 
sever  man  more  comfortable  than 
that  man.      Then  they  ask   me, 


then  it  is  so;  btit|  think  that  ^f!# 
for  Missionary.*' 

N,  When  the  Spirit  of  God  first 
began  to  crown  your  labojiirs  with 
any  success,   how  did  you  feel  iu 


**  What  shall   I   do)     What  way  •your  own  mii\d,  Mr.Kichprcr? 


shall  I  go  V*  Then  I  say,  *  Christ 
k  the  way.*  <<Yesj  but  we  no- 
thing do  with  Christ,  we  are  sin- 
ners." i  Go  to-  Christ.'  <*  But 
how  ?  We  know  no^Jiing!**  <  He 
wiir  teach  you  2  thei^  you  see  ful- 
lness in  Christ  when  you  come  as 
sinners.'  Then  afterward  I  see 
that  God  blessed  the  word.  They 
say,  *•  We  pray  to  God,  that  il  that 
was  the  way,  phri&t  would  bless 
it."  Ouce^  they  never  would  be- 
lieve, they  say,  that  that  was  the 
way  ;  and  now  they  feel  that  it  is 
Iht  way  :  and  now  they  fall  down 
as  worms,  at  feet  of  Christ.  Wc 
could  do /nothing,  they  say,  butlie 
4d  all.  —  1  hope  ypu  understand 
file.  Sir)  I  thought  to  preach  at 
first  systematically  ;  but  I  se6clear| 
that  all  I  .speak  about  it,  thev  say, 
••  We  have  nothing  to  do  with  that 
Gentleman^  —  we  are  Hottentots, 
Wc  live  before  comfortable,  what 
have  we  to  do  u  ith  work  V*  Then 
afterward  f  see,  when  God  work 
upon  the  heart,  —  then  afterv^  ard 
they  understand  me.  —  Do  you  un- 
derstand me,  Sir  I 

H,    Yes,   Sir.     Did  you   begin 
^len  to  convince  of  sin  ? 

K.  When  I  tell  them  that,— they 
tayi  they  have  done  what  they 
ocuild.  Then  I  tell  them,  Go  to 
Christ ;  ask  of  him.  Whether  tlvey 
are  sinners,  or  not  ^  and  that  the 
Spirit  should  learn  them.  If  they 
would  ask  him  ;  and  I  begged 
them,  go  to  the  Spirit,,  ask  him,  if 
what  f  preach  was  the  truth  i  I 
^^  that  I  could  not  too  soon  brin^ 
them  to  Chnst ;  and  told  them, 
that  Christ  must  teach  them. 
Then  afterward,  when  he  work 
upon  their  heart,  then  they  believe. 
IPefjpre^tbey  make  objection,^  how 
could  Jesiia  Christ  and  God  be  to- 
gether  ;  hot  when  they  feel  power 
jjF  Christ,  then  they  say,  ♦•  Oh, 
Sir,  one  word  do  more  good  now 
than  ten  thousand  do  before  I" 
When  I  speak  of  dvilization,  and 
jiO%  to  live  as  the  beast,  ««  Yes,  Sir, 
they  say,  that  wc  fee>  m  our  heart  i 
whca  wc  tc€fl  the  peace  of  G^^ 


AT.  Yes,  Sir;  that  1  am  not  able 
to  express,  because  that  was  sq 
great.  I  could  say,  when  J  give 
me  to  the  Lord  with  soul  ajid  bo^y, 
that  I  might  serve  him,  that  wa^ 
only  my  wish  ;  —  that  were  it  only 
one  sinner  that  he  would  give  me, 
nevertheless,  if  it  was  not  one  sin- 
ner, that"  he  would  give  me  nowe^ 
to  be  faithful,  and  not  be  slothful. 
I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  bless- 
ing :  I  must  work,  and  God  must 
give  the  blessing  J  but  when  I  see 
God  give  me  many,  many  fall  down 
in  the  fields,  and  cry,"  O  what  must 
I  do  I*'  Many,  who  were  like 
stones  tmder  the  word,  they  would 
not  believe,  —  now  so  happy  under 
the  word.  Sometimes,  when  \. 
come  out  of  the  field,  many,  with 
tears  in  their  eyes,  cry  out  for 
mercy  ;  and  sometimes^  whether  I 
preach  or  sing  hymn,  it  was  all  the 
same  ;  —the  jpower  came,  and  they 
cry  for  mercy  *  O  this  was  so  great 
time  I  chieBy  when  I  considered- 
mybclf  what  poor  instrument.  Like 
dirt,  in  my  own  eyes,  then  I  say, 
*'  Lord,  with  all  the  trials  and  daiw 
gefs  you  bring,   O   I   will  goool 

0  I  will  go  on !"  and  there  is  no 
happier  time  in  my  life  than  when 

1  was  in  the  w^rk  ol'  God.  O  the- 
wilderness  was  otten  a  paradise  to 
my  soul !  I  wish  1  could  speak  in 
my  own  language  :  ]  can^t  explain  * 
myself  as  I  wish;  —  and  whea 
trials  came,  and  Satan  eame,  an4 
dan^^ers  came,  and  make  me  low. 
spirited.  Many  times,  when  I  wai 
not  comfortable  in  my  oy^n  soul, 
then  something  happen,  tliat  1  mHst 
come  out,  and  go  into  the  field. 
Then  I  see  such  m^n  as  I  ?)ever  ex, 
p^cted,  lie  down  in  the  field,  cry-* 
mg  to  God  for  mercy  1  So  God 
used  me  to  make  me  comfortable, 
and  shew  me  his  grac^  sufhcient 
for  all  I  -r  Yes,  Sir  5  and  in  parti- 
cular, it  was  gr^at  for  me  when  ( 
saw  the  way  God  used  to  give  thq 
blessing.  Sometimes  i  thougiit  1 
spoke  with  such  power,  tl^t'  J 
must  convert  them.  I  told  them 
t^^^  happiness  which  it  w^  Ut  b^ 
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%Wi  Chpst.  A^^fr  I  speak  of  their 
^ilty  their  dancer,  I  tell  them  the 
fappincss  which  it  is  to  be  with 
Christ,  bqth  in  Heaven  and  'on 
«arth.  I  ej^prcss  myself  so  strong 
$|s  possible  ;  but  no,  heart  of  s rone, 
that  f  must  see,  that  man  cquM  not 
convert  man;— God  must  (19  that. 
When  1  was  low  spirit,  could  not 
Speak  with  power  j  w  hen  I  thought 
God  could  not  bless  that  ipean,  -^ 
then  he  bless  it. 

N.  What  were  som^  of  the  visi- 
le effects.  Sir,  produced  Mppn 
^heir  lives  and  cpnduct  ?  What 
alteration  ? 

K,  What  alteration  ?  O  Sir,  that 
is  great  I  should  it  not  be  great 
when  you  see  wliat  they  was  be- 
fore ;  —  they  was  scarcely  — — 

N,  Please  to  stat?  the  diJference, 
9ir. 

K.  I  w411  try  if  I  can :  —  Defbr? 
they  was  naked,  —  now  di'cssed  al- ' 
jnost  as  that  people  {^pointing  to  thp 
Jfott€ntots)  ;  before  diny,  vile,  -^ 
tg>w  washed  ^  before  they  know  not 
wh^t  was  book,  —  now  many  could 
read  Bibles  j  j>efore  they  lived  in 
huts,  some  in  fields,  -^  now  m 
iibuses;  before  they  eat  like  ani- 
mals (beasts)  —  now  like  maq,  like 
Christians;  b|p fore  they  know  i^ot 
what  lave  tor  one  another,  —  know 
qow  what  love  is  j  before,  love 
quarreinog,  r—  now  }ivQ  in  peace. 
I  could  £ay  many  thipgs.  You 
(now  when  power  of  Christ  come 
on  soul,  then  what  alteration  j  1 
wish  I  could  say  inore  j  biit  I  tell 
jou  as  I  c^n :  before  th^y  would 
not  work,  —  but  now  Hottentot 
work  two  hours  a  day;  and  wie 
must  be  very  thankful  for  that, 
tnoueh  I  hope  next  year  they  work 
three  hours  |  and  sq  after,  four 
^ours. 

If.  Did  they  attend  your  minis, 
tjrations  regularly  ? 

K,  Yes,  Sir  j  they  dp  most  come 
^vcry  morning,  soon  as  sun  come 
up,  tWj  reckon  from  sun,  know 
l|ot  hour^  'f  hei^  sing  hymn,  read 
a  chapte^r  pray  together;  then 
Children  to  school.  Then  every  day, 
meeting,— twice  a  week  catechism  ; 
•^  and  Sabbath  -  jiay  preach  three 
times, —>  morning  they  cbine  nine 
^'clock.  Before  Hottentot  come 
from  their  own  }tome,  they  pray 
God  bless  the  mean^  tlut  his  sef* 


vant  was  to  speak  to  ih^v\.  Great 
many  come,  tl\ough  1  could  saf 
some  don^t  like  it  much;  but  \\i 
most  come. 

/f.  When  the  Lord  first  begaa 
td  bless  your  labourji,  wj^s  there  anjf 
considerable  number broujjht  updcr 
the  influence  of  th?  Spirit  f  pr  only 
ope  or  two } 

K.  No,  Sir  J  I  ?an  W  a  number* 
There  was  one  old  mai^  that  wc 
speak  of  before,  first  j  but  numbdr* 
soon  after.  There  were  \x\A^}y  ccnv| 
vmced  ;  but  there  were  many  pull 
off  fticir  hair,  and  cry,  *^  O  i  pfr. 
rish!  What  is  tjiat^  I  l^vq  so 
many  years  ^s  the  bea&r,  and  perish 
for  ever  r*  1  can't  say  whether 
they  were  all  true  Christians,  -r 
that  I  leave  to  God  ;  but  many  bCf 
lievc  Jesus  Christ.  Many,  not  only 
speak  muchj  but  alteration  iu  be- 
haviour. 

N.  What  were  some  of  th^  leadr 
ing  things  which  set  their  hearts  at 
rest,  wh^n  bro^i^ht  under  the  ia* 
fluence  of  the  Gospel,  Sir  ? 

X.  That  I  4on't  understand. 

if.  What  truths  did  you  u$^ 
nvhcn  ftiey  were  in  distress  J 

K,  I  ihink^  Sir,  thattexr<*  Christ 
Jesus  came  into  the  wovW  to  save 
sinners."  That  ftist  old  man  was 
the  first  who  received  comfort. 
There  was  some  Boschemans,  beforr 
who,  I  believe,  the  Lord  work  upon 
their  heart ;  but  not  to  mc  clear. 
That  first  was  old  man,  \yhov\Tote 
letter  to  the  Missionary  Socieryj 
about  three  years  ago.  He  livca 
near  th?  farms.  He  have  great  de- 
sire to  hear  the  \vord  ;  be9ajise  Hot- 
tentot tell  him,  that  they  happy  to 
hear  ol  Christ :  but  the  tarmcrs  tell 
him  he  must  not  go  there,  he  woui4 
be  killed.  He  was  so  anxious,  he 
came ;  and  in  few  days  he  begia 
to  cry  to  God.  I  see  him  go  to  the 
field,  fall  down,  and  cry.  A  man 
tell  me  he  go  to  the  field.  I  say. 
Let  him  go  :  I  am  glad.  I  hope  he 
will  soon  come,  and  tell  to  me  wliai 
is  the  matter.  After  he  come,  cry 
to  me,  I  say,  **  What  make  you 
cry  ?''  «  O  Sir,'  he  say,  *  should  I 
not  cry  I  What  a  cuilty  -sinner  I 
have  been  in  eyes  of  God 4  What 
a  sinner  1  Live  so  many  year  in 
adultery  with  fmir  wives.  Now  I 
sec  the  gospel  cUar  as  dayP  — 
**  Wibcu  i  preach  Christ,''  \  tcH 
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him,  **  he  miJ&t  go  to  jesus,  —  he 
come  into  the  world  to  save  sin- 
ner." But  lySay,  1  ncv.er  see  such 
example  as  that  m!in  1 '  He  not  lon^ 
\(^  live,  —  only  five  months.  After 
he  hear  the  gospel,  when  he  would 
cpuie  on  t)usines^,  he  would  not 
speuk  of  that.  When  1  begin  to 
speak  of  business,  he  Say,  **  O  Sir ! 
I  have  speak  too  much  of  ^  tl)e 
^orld,  —  let  me  now  spealc  of 
Cliriat.  All  the  conis  of  sand  iu 
the  world,  not  so  many  as  niy  sins  \ 
6  K>r  Christ  I  that  (Jhrlst  would 
take  away  my  sins!"  Now,  Sir, 
that  man  came  to  me  often,  to 
^peak  of  love  of  Christ :  that  man 
speak  to  me  in  manner  he, never 
Iiear  of  me,  —  in  manner  he  hear  of 
no  man .  God  mu  st  'teach  him  tha^, 
t^e  make  me  ashamed  before  (lim, 
-tr  he  koowso.much  of  experience  ; 
he  talk  to  me  of  what  I  never  did 
know  :-^God  mubt  teach  him  that! 
^e  came  to  me  one  day,  and  say, 
lie  must  put  away  his  two  wives  : 
he  once  had  four.  **  WJiy  }*'  I  say. 
•  Because,'  he  say,  ♦  \^hcn  I  go  to 
God  in  prayer,  my  heart  teli  me 
4is  bad  ;  and  Christ  more  near  to 
ipethan  io,ooo  wives.     I  will  Mip- 

fort  them,  — I  will  give  them  what 
get,  —  I  will  y^ork  for  them,  — 
and  1  will  stay  till  God  change  their 
ieartj —  then  ^J  will  marry  the 
£r>t  \nUiose  heart  be  changed.* — 
When  he  died,  I  cahie  to  his  bed": 
lie  say^  He  would  be  carried  in  his 
ted  to  hear  dear  word  of  God, 
When  1  a-^k  him  how  he  wai)  — 
'**  I  low  spirited,"  he  said  j  **  1  have 
rothing  ,  — •  I  give  all  to  Christ, 
joiil  aad  body ;'  but  nOw  I  a  little 
afraid.  1  like  to  kno\V  if  Lord  Jesus 
fias  taken  away  my  sin  ;  and  if  he 
iill  takemc.*'  ,But  next  day  he 
toldn»e,  '♦  O'Sir!  now  I  sec  Lord 
^eiius  love  me  with  everlasting 
i.uve  ;  and  now,  through  his  blood 
and  righteousness,  I  go  with  him 
to  eternal  life  ;  and  there  1  wait  for 
jou."     So  he  go  sing  into  Heaven; 

X   Did  he  oppose  at  first,  Sir  ? 

K.  No,  Mr  J  he  did  not  seem  to 
oppose  J  but  he  knew  nolhuig  of 
^io\^cr.  .. 

K  How  did  they  feel  when  you 
left  tliem.  Sir  ? 

A'.  Su,  not  very  c;omfortable ; 
But  it  was  cxflfcted  that  I  stay 
S-.ly^one  year.  There  is  a  man, 
an  cxpc^rimcntol  m;ui,  t\  ho  hi'd'been 
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about  one  year  with  ine»  th^f  nu|^ 
stay  there :  ^—  they  love  him  Ycry 
much.  He  once  was  fanner  ;  biiC^ 
sell  all  his  goods,  and  come  preach 
Christ.  He  is  there.  When  1  go 
away,  ihey  cry  so ;  they  hold  my 
hand,  —  they  would  not  Jet  nve  gp 
away.  They  s^y,  they  should  die 
if  I  not  came  back  so  soon  as  pos. 
sible  J  —  they  would  pray  God  if 
come  back  soon.  No\y  they  say, 
it  was  for  their  guilt  that  I  ga 
away;  and  because  they  love  ix>t 
enough  minister  of  gospel,  God 
>vould  take  him  away  t  that  God 
would  let  them  now  see  what  'tis 
to  have  no  gospel.  Tliey  suppose 
God  take  me  away  one  year  to 
learn  them  to  use  gospel  better.  A 
gcntlenianj  from  the  Cape,  one  day 
tell,  they  dare  not  now  speak  my 
name  to  them,  nor  tell  of  me,  then 
they  fall  down  and  cry,  they  are  so 
atlected. 

N.  Mr.  Kichcrer  doe^  intend  tp 
return  ;  and  it  is  our  duty  to  thank 
God  for  his  success,  and  pray  that 
he  would  still  go  on  to  countenance 
his  labours.  vVe  are  much  iri*^ 
debtcd  to  you,  Sir,  for  the  satisfac- 
tory account  you  have  given  us  of 
your  labours,  and  of  your  success. 

K.  I  wish  I  coufil.  speak  more. 
What  I  speak  is  Qnly  little  what 
God  has  done. 

N.  I  am  now.  Sir,  to  put  a  very- 
few  ijuestions  to  £hese  three  good 
people  now  present  j  and  as  they  do 
not  underhand  our  language,  1 
iqust  put  them  to  you.  You  wilj 
be  §0  good  as  to  give  me  their  an- 
swers, and  I  will  give  them  to  the 
people;  5ind  the  first  question  X 
would  beg  leave  to  put,.  Sir,  is 
this  ;  —  Do  they  ho»«  ta  Inherit 
eternal  blessedness  in  Heavei^  i  ' 
(Pui  to  MariAa)' 

K,  She  say,  Yes,  Sir;  so  sure  aft 
she  stand  there  in  the  pulpit,  she 
hope  that.  Slie  say,  thertffore,  she 
tnut  upon  it*  Christ  Has  died  for 
J|cr;'  aird  that  she  4cnow  it,  because 
Spirit  of  Christ  is  now  working  in 
her  heirt  :  and  she  iay  that  Christ* 
is  her  only  foundation.  She  s^y,  as 
she  find  by  experience,  how  happy' 
to  live  near  Christ,  — ^  so  happy  to 
have  Christ  for  her  portion  I  She 
say,  that  .she  knoW  that  Christ,  not 
only  her  portion  now,  but  she  trust' 
upon  him  that  he  will  never  let 
^ir  go :  he  has  put  his  hand  upoif 


ifefOTol,  an^  no  Satan,  no,  no,  no-     countrymen  not  con^crl^d  •  tut  not 


^Tling'shall  put  hishund  Siway  !  She 
girc  hclrself  to  Christ,  —  he  her 
guide  to  eternity  1 

N.  Please  to  ask  her.  Sir,  How 
ihc  fdt  when*  first  brought  under 
'tlie  influence  of  the  gospel?  What 
^ate  her  mind  was  in  when  the 
truth  first  begjin  to  take  effect  ? 

K.  She  say,  Sir,  when  she  first 
liear  the  gospel,  she  don't  like  it. 
She  say,'  not  piind,  never  mind. 
What  has  the  gentleman  to  do  with 
me  ?  He  Christian,  I  Hottentot ; 
he  nothing  to  do  with  me.  But 
she  say,  I  go  to  her,  —  I  talk  to 
her.  She  hear  afterward  something 
from  one  John  Cock  (another  Mis- 
sionary). She  go  away;  —then 
she  comb  again.  -I  told  to  her,  You 


that  degree  people  of  God. 

N.  Now,  Sir,  I  would  just  ask. 
How  they  express  their  concern  for 
their  fellow  -  sinners  ?  and  what 
means  they  employ,  in  their"  way, 
to  bring  their  relations  aiid  otheiib 
to  the  knowledge  of  Christ  > 

'K.  What,  Sir  >  What  ihry  shall 
tell  their  relations  \  0, 1  undcr:>:arid 
you,  Sir  I 

(Jo/M)    ' 

K.  He  say,  he  shall  tell  them  that 
he  had  heard  here  that  same  way  that 
I  preach  tl>ere  :  rliat  he  heard  herfe 
from  people  of  God,  that  1  spc\ik. 
the  same  With  them.  Shall  tell 
them,  so  happy  that  avc  have  Chri:>t 
tiiat  ho^v  they  may  go  to  him  to  be 
saved;  and   chiefly,    that  he  hec\r 


must  try.       But   sav  hhe,  **  Christ  ^  here  that  5>ame  that  Iprcach  there» 


Ml  Heaven,  I  upon  earth,  how  could 
he  work  upon  my  heart?"  I  tell 
her,  Go  pray  to  Christ :  —  ask  of 
him.  Whether  the  truths  1  preach 
be  his  truths,  Tjr  not  ?  Then  she 
go  try.  She  fall  down  in  the  field  j 
she  cry,  "  O  God  1  what  your  ser- 
vant say  to  me  I  don't  believe  it. 

O  tell  me  if  it  be  your  truth  !" 

N,  Does  she  now  take  pleasure 
^n  secret  prayer,  and  In  reading  tlic 
word  of  GoQ  ? 

(Maty) 
K,    O,  she  says.  Sir !   O  yes,  so 
'happy!    never  so  happy  as  when 

sho  could  say  all  to  God,  what  she 
'never  could  saj^'to  man.      To  God 

^he  could  pour  out   all  her  heart ; 

but  not  so  m  England  as  in  Africa. 

Here  n*t  plac^  enough  for  her  ;  in 

Africa,  she  go  in  th^  field.     Here, 

and  in  Holland,  she  say,'*  O  I  can't 
'ffnd  place  to  be  with  God  I     I  don't 

like  that  man  should  hear  what  I 
"ijvould  say  to  God  alone.** 

K,  All    her  comtbrt    was,    she 

might  go   to  Christ,  tell   him  all 

her  wants.     She  had  no  other  com- 

tort  than  that. 
N.  I  would  beg  leave  to  ask,  How 

they  feel    towards    the  people  of 

God,  and  towards  their  unconverted 

'  countr)'men  ? 

K.  She  say,  that  she  love  people 

'of  God  very  much  i  she  love   all 

man,  but  chiefly  people  of  God; 

because   we  have    one   Redeemer, 

one  J^cad,  and  saved  through  one 
blood:  that   sht  find  great   union 

with  people  of  God.     bhc  love  her 


N,  PlCHbe  to  ask,  Sir,  How  they 
expect  to  be  supported  in  the  trying 
hour  of  death  ? 

K.   He  say,  Sir,'that  is  dvfi'erentj 
sometime  he  have  desire  to  be  dead; 
-*- death  could  doliim  nothing,  bat 
to    bring    him    eternal    lit'e :    but, 
kometime,  when  he  look  upon  him- 
self, see  what  great  sinner,  then  he 
say  not  so  comfortable  when  think 
ot  d^th.     He   think   many   timC^ 
should   I  well  be  in  Christ,  knoiv 
that    saved,    then   death   shall  go 
good  with  me.     Do  you  understand 
me.  Sir  ?     When  he  near  Christ, 
he  de.'.iruus  of  deaili  f  death   bhaK 
not  be  death  for  him,  —  but  )^n 
door  to  go  ia Heaven. 
IMart/ia  spoke  jor  a  c  onsUerabU  /t;*^.} 
iC.  I  wish  r  could  say  all  sHb  tell 
to  me,  but  it  impossible.  \  She  say» 
she  trust  there  shall  be  many  here 
who  have  pity  for  themselves,  ai^ 
for  other*,  —  compassion  for  pw» 
soul  and  soul  of  others; 'but  wbh  it 
was  all,  but  perhaps  it  was  not  all'; 
perhaps  some   here  now  not   ha^ 
compassion  on  own  soul,     d,  thit 
tl;ey   would   take  counsel  of  podr 
Hottentot,  she  say  \  but  Lord  W- 
su^  show  them  compassion.      Sec 
from   such  people  as  poor  Hotten- 
tot, -*-  see  it'   such  people,    whMi 
they  go  to  Jesus  Christy  be  saved, 
he  w  ill  save  them  too,  when  they 
cortte  like  poor  sinner :  if  they  know 
not  how   to  come  like  poor  sinner, 
Christ  will  learn  them  ;  if  they  as'k 
him,  and  not  wait  till   to-moiro\v. 
*We  ail  now  here^  but,  perhaps  las* 
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time  sbmc  licat  dear  gospel.  Tell 
to  tbcm,  that  no  people  go  to  Christy 
but  Cinvt  Save  ihem  when  they 
tike  to  be  saved  :  that  Christ  never 
•ay»  *'  I  won't  sdvc  iheiii/'  This 
t»  part  of  wliat  she  say,  but  not  so 
good. 

f^fary} 

K.  She  say,  Sir,  what  a  pity  *tis 
Clirist  has  shed  his  blood,  if  never- 
theless sinners  won't  come  to  W\m  \ 
All  that  come  to  him  shall  6nd  fuU 
jicss  iii^him  when  they  come ;  they 
shall  sec  enough  in  his  blood  to  save 
them.  But  she  say,  that  d6ar  go^ 
jpel  will  testify  against  them  in  last 
day  ;  —  that  sanie  gospel,  that  same 
word  which  have  all  needful  for 
.sinner :  therefore,  il  we  go  to  Hell, 
^tisour  own  fault,  but  not  fault  of 
God.  He  ha&  given  gospel  to  save 
sinner  jOid  help  all  men.  And  she 
hope,  people  here  who  have  chiU 
dren,  she  feel  what  is  parent  j*  she 
hope  they  would  bring  children  to 
feci  ot  Chribt,  then  God  give  us 
«iiir  children^  hope  we  bring  up  our 
children,  iH)t  for  world  but  for 
Christ,  —  not  go  for  ourselves  only 
to  Christ,  but  tor  our  children,  for 
their  children,  that  we  and  our 
children  be  saved.  She  say,  she 
feel  it  on  her  heart ;  O,  what  it  is, 
&bc  go  to  Heaven  and  her  children 
go  to  HcM.  —  She  say,  man  say  *•  I 
don't  know  Christ  die  for  me  :*'  we 
have  nothing  to  do  with  that ;  we 
snust  go  to  Christ,  and  we  shall  fixul 
that  he  will  save. 

X.  The  ;last  question  which  I 
woi|ld  beg  leave  to  put,  Sir,  is 
this.  What  "are  the  leading  things 
about  Heaven  which  mal^e  it  desii-a- 
l^lctotliem? 

(Martha  J 
,  K,  She  say,  that  make  it  desirable 
to  her :  first.  She  have  no  more  sin, 
•-  all  her  sin  go  away  ;  —  they  all 
go  away  from  her :  she  dgn^t  like 
•in.  Secondly,  Sh^  be  near  her 
dear  Saviour;  and  then  she  glorify 
him  in  perfect  manner  1  —  That  is 
mnothcr  answer;  but  upon  same 
question,  she  say,  she  trust  in* on  it, 
she  shall  be  in  Heaven  with  her 
dear  children;  because  tlie  Lord 
give  her  to  pray  so  much  for  them  ; 
and  when  he  give  to  pray  for  thing, 
then  she  tnist  upon  it  he  will  give 
it.  She  pray  irpon  blood  and  ngh- 
tcovtnoss  of  Jesus  Cimstj  he  mii^^ 


lNTSLtlCEll6t» 

«<H«  not  onlv  wfll  be  httQoL 
but  God  of  her  s^ed  ;'*  aod  sbe 
upon  it^ 


that  not   oi3]r  she 
Heaveo^   but  all  hct 


trust 

shall  be  iii 

children  I 

if,  ^e  site  much   indebted   l» 
ytUt  Sir,  fof  your  goodness ;  and  to 
these  good  people:  we  are  just  goiag 
to  btg  a  la!st  tavour. 
(Mary) 

K,  She  come  again  upon  tft^t 
same,  Sir.  She  say,  that  ood  brin^ 
Hottentot  from  far  land,  here  to  the 
people.  Wherefore  that  ?  To  sHew 
people  that  he  save  sinner,  ptai 
sinner,  vile,  nasty^  sinncf,  ^whom 
no  niau  like,  -£-  whom  ilo  hiankind 
ran  bear.'*  Wherefore  that  J  That 
we  should  see  that  we  must  go  to 
Christ ;  that  the  Lord  save  sucil 
sinner.^  and  to  call  people  off  from 
world.  Again,  we  must  die ^ we 
see  world  can  do  nothing  for  poor 
soul  when  we  die;  therefore,  the 
Lord  bring  poor  Hottetttot  from 
far  land,  to -shew  that  he  will  save 
sinner ;  and  to  shew  fhat  the  world, 
with  all  in  it,  could  not  help,  in 
that  hour,  must  have  Christ,  — 
then  we  shall  be  saved.  —  Sir,  she 
say,  that  from  consequence,  she 
pray  thot»e  people,  that  not  only 
pray  for  themselves,  but  be  so 
Kind  pray  for  poor  Hottentot  with 
Missionary  Society  ;  tliat  we  see. 
Lord  hear  our  prayers  L  and  that  we 
be  so  kind  pray  for  them,  becanse 
so  many  know  not  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

N.  She  begs  that  we  would  not 
only  pray,  but  use  all  the  means  in 
our  power  to  bring  the  Heathen  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  truth. 

K.  She  sav,  wc  could  trust  upon 
it,  the  Lord  shall  bless  ir,  -« 'tis 
his  work !  we  could  depend  upon 
if,  God  shall  bless  it,  because  it  is 
his  work  I  [Mr.  Kitcherer  smiled 
and  checked  htr^  as  the  time  was  quite 
gone.']  She  say,  Sir,  this  the  last 
that  she  will  say,  she  hope  and 
trust  upon  it,  wc  may  nwt^t  one 
another  in  Heaven,  so  as  wc  meet 
now ;  and  say,  'twas  for  good  to  be 
here  in  our  meeting,  here  use  means 
to  save  poor  Hottentot ;  and  Lord 
bless  what  a  poor  Hottentot  say ! 

N,  WBl  they  please  to  sing  a 
hymn.  Sir? 

'thej  thQt  tattg  the  iiot&^salm 
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Sei^t.  25  was  re-opened,  a  place 
t)f  worship  at  Wirksworth,  for- 
iMerly  occupied  as  a  Pre^yterian 
Meeting ;  but  for  some  time  to- 
tally  disused,  and  the  interest  com. 
pletely  expired.  Dr.  Williams,  of 
Kotherham,  and  Mr.  AllfoT,  of 
Nottingham,  prcacjied  on  the  Oc- 
casion, to  a  full  congregation,  con- 
sisting of  near  400  persons.  Wirks- 
ivorth  is  a  considerable  market, 
town,^  about  fourteen  miles  from 
]9erl)y,  containing  about  3000  in- 
habitants, who»  till  lately^  had  no 
place  of  worship  but  the  parish- 
church.  The  above  place  has  been 
xeiitted,  under  the  direction  of  trus- 
tees, who  Ttly  on  the  assistance  of 
the  religious  public  to  suppon  them^ 
several  neighbouring  ministers  hav- 
ijig  promised  their  aid,  and  there 
being  a  great  propect  of  success. 

Nov.  24.  At  a  numerous  Meet- 
ing of  Protestant  Dissenting  Minis- 
ters,' held  this  day,  at  Shepton 
Mallett,  an  important  question  was 


6Qf 

laid  before  them,  peculiarly  ia» 
ter^sting  to  the  religious  public : 
^  *'  Whetheir  defensive  war  be 
strictly  consistent  with  Christian 
nity  ?"  —  which  was  unanimously 
decided  in  the  affirmative 

It  was  further  resolved,  That 
with  every  sehtiment  of  loyalty  and 
patriotism  felt  by  the  Ministers  pre* 
sent,  that  it  is  incumbent  on  them^ 
to  recommend  to  their  respective 
congregations,  cautiously  to  avoid 
the  profanation  of  the  Sabbath, 
while  learning  the  use  of  arms  f»r 
the  defence  of  their  country,  by 
availing  themselves  of  an  act  of 
parliament  recently  made  i^r  that 
purpose.  (signed) 

R.  Sloper,  PhnzeSf  Chairman, 
RECENT  DEATH. 

On  Wednesday  moi^hing  early, 
Dec.  7,  di^d  suddenly,  at  his  house 
in  Hoxtbn  Square,  the  Rev.  John 
Reynolds,  for  many  years' Mi nistei* 
of  the  Independent  Meeting  in  Ca- 
rtiomile  Strcef,  London,  aged  64. 
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A  llt/mn^ 

StJNG  BY  THE  HOTTENTbTS. 
[Trantlaicd  from  the  Dutch.] 

H*  H  r.  \f c've  no  coi^inai  ng  city. 
Where  we  may  remain  atvd  dwell ; 

Bin,  like  Pilgrims,  on  wc  journey^ 
Through  this  dark  ai«d  gloomy  vale  : 

Till  10  Heav'n,  our  h.  bitacion. 
We  arr  brought  lo  dwell  abjvc, 

WhereChrisi  leads  and  lecds  hii  people. 
Those  who  cleave  to  him  in  lote  1 

If  thoQ  art  indeed  a  Pilgrim, 
Why  should  Earth  thy  soul  embrace  ? 

This  bccometh  not  a  Chrtsii^n,  »* 
One  who  runs  a  hecv'nly  race. 

Then  consume  ihy  time  no  longer^ 
precious  Time  !  in  worldly  cafr  | 

But,  all  Vanities  forsakmg^ 
For  eccriiiiy  prepare  ! 

Seek  to  Go4»  as  reconciled 
Thro*  his  Son,  our  Saviour  dear^ 
.    That  thy  soul  may  be  deliver'd 
ribm  the  world's  destructive  snare. 

Oh  1  consider,  death  awaits  thee,  — 
Death  which  spares  not  rich  nor  poor  ! 
'  And  whene'er  he  gives  the  summttiS, 
Time  v^ltb  thee  ihall  be  no  more. 


JesQs,  ray  Almighty  Saviour^ 
Turn  my  eyes  and  heart  away 

From  the  world's  enchant  i'ng  follies,  -• 
From  the  trifles  of  a  day. 

Oh !  recjaim  my  wandering  spirit ; 
Let  me  ponder,  pause,  and  think. 

And  renounce  ^11  carnai  pleasures 
^re  into  the  grave  I  sink  '  Nil* 

LINES 

on  the  Death  of  tfw  Re^j,  J.  Radford. 

BY  THE  REV.  J.  A*   KNIGHT. 

Sweet   is  the  hour  that  brings  the  PiU 
gvim  rest, 
And  calls  the  lab*rer  to  his  peaceful 
hotne  1 
So,  to  the  great  Assembly  of  the  blest, 
God's   taithful  servants  joyfully  shall 
come  ! 

AfTrction  bids  this  frail  memorial  rise; 

Not  to  extol  the  man,  hut  sov'reign  grace* 
To  those  who  reign  with  Christ  above  the 
skiest 

Alike's  the  voice  of  censure  and  of  praiscj 

Soon  will  the  Saviour  wake  this  sleeping 
du5t^ 
By  sin  cnnsign'd  fo  greedy  death  a  preyj 
Then  shall  the  nstng  bodies  of  the  just^ 
Wiih  ceaseless  rapture  hail  the  gloriout 
day  I 
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130,     II  from  the  bottom,  for  ^  thoughtfulness**  rend  *'  thoughtlessness'* 
1.32,     17  and  i8  from  the  bottom,  dele  '*  caji  be  attained" 

late  of  Lonioi;'*  and/^r  '*  Edmonton** /-ir^**  Uxbridgc'* 
188,       6,  {(,r  *"  Fouifdation"  rt^aJ^^  Fountain'** 

■190,  .    6  from  the  l^DtroiTi,  for  <<  exhale'  rfad  "  inhale'* 
i9i»     34, /^r  *•  Garden"  n.W '•  Garner** 

210,       3  fromtlie  bottom,  first  column,  rcaji  **  Jan.  18, 1803,  a^ed7o  " 
22  1,     neai  the  end,/(>r  **  J.  Fowler,  late  oF  SliecrncbS,"  read  **  J.  Freer, 
213 i>       Zff^^  '*  these"  read  *'  there" 

271,       8,  seCQud  cohiTim,  hr  *<  Mat.  vi.  ig''  read  **  Mat,  xvi.  18" 
*7»>      3i  s>econd  cojumn,  Poetry,  />r  *'  v.'oc"  rrad  '*  need** 
42o>     2a, /c^r  *♦  links"  >Ai//**  hirks* 
42S,     at  the  bottom,  the  words  **  his   blessings"  were  omitted^  whk)| 

should  conclude  the  piece. 
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